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You are my Father, My God, and the Rock of my Salvation.

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 88:1-17, the Psalm opens saying, A Maskil of Ethan the
Ezrahite. Who is Ethan the Ezahite? The Psalm continues saying, 89:1 I will sing of the lovingkindness of
the Lord forever; To all generations | will make known Your faithfulness with my mouth. 89:2 For | have
said, ‘Lovingkindness will be built up forever; In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.” (NASB)
What does it mean lovingkindness will be built up forever? How does the Lord establish faithfulness in the
heavens? The Lord speaks prophetically though the psalmist saying, 89:3 ‘I have made a covenant with
My chosen; | have sworn to David My servant, 89:4 | will establish your seed forever And build up your
throne to all generations.” Selah. (NASB) Why did the Lord make a covenant with David? The psalmist
continues saying, 89:15 How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O Lord, they walk in the
light of Your countenance. 89:16 In Your name they rejoice all the day, And by Your righteousness they are
exalted. (NASB) What is the joyful sound? How does the Lord’s righteousness exalt the children of Israel?
The psalm continues saying, 89:17 For You are the glory of their strength, And by Your favor our horn is
exalted. 89:18 For our shield belongs to the Lord, And our king to the Holy One of Israel. 89:19 Once You
spoke in vision to Your godly ones, And said, ‘I have given help to one who is mighty; | have exalted one
chosen from the people. (NASB) What vision did the Lord speak unto the godly ones? The Lord God states,
89:31 If they violate My statutes And do not keep My commandments, 89:32 Then | will punish their trans-
gression with the rod And their iniquity with stripes. 89:33 “But | will not break off My lovingkindness from
him, Nor deal falsely in My faithfulness. 89:34 ‘My covenant I will not violate, Nor will | alter the utterance
of My lips. 89:35 ‘Once | have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David. 89:36 ‘His descendants shall
endure forever And his throne as the sun before Me. (NASB) It is important to remember that though we are
in a covenant relationship with the Lord, the Lord will punish transgression. Though a person commits a
transgression, if he repents, the Lord will remain faithful to His covenant. What does it mean that He swears
to His holiness? The Lord’s faithfulness to Israel demonstrates His love for His people. The psalmist con-
cludes his psalm saying, 89:48 What man can live and not see death? Can he deliver his soul from the power
of Sheol? Selah. 89:49 Where are Your former lovingkindnesses, O Lord, Which You swore to David in Your
faithfulness? 89:50 Remember, O Lord, the reproach of Your servants; How I bear in my bosom the reproach
of all the many peoples, 89:51 With which Your enemies have reproached, O Lord, With which they have
reproached the footsteps of Your anointed. 89:52 Blessed be the Lord forever! Amen and Amen. (NASB)
The Lord says that He will not violate the covenant that He has sworn to His people, nor will he deal falsely
in His faithfulness.
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Tehillim / Psalms 89

A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite. 89:1
I will sing of the lovingkindness of
the Lord forever; To all generations
I will make known Your faithful-
ness with my mouth. 89:2 For [ have
said, ‘Lovingkindness will be built
up forever; In the heavens You will
establish Your faithfulness.” 89:3 ‘I
have made a covenant with My cho-
sen; I have sworn to David My ser-
vant, 89:4 [ will establish your seed
forever And build up your throne
to all generations.” Selah. 89:5 The
heavens will praise Your wonders,
O Lord; Your faithfulness also in
the assembly of the holy ones. 89:6
For who in the skies is comparable
to the Lord? Who among the sons of
the mighty is like the Lord, 89:7 A
God greatly feared in the council of
the holy ones, And awesome above
all those who are around Him? 89:8
O Lord God of hosts, who is like
You, O mighty Lord? Your faithful-
ness also surrounds You. 89:9 You
rule the swelling of the sea; When
its waves rise, You still them. 89:10
You Yourself crushed Rahab like
one who is slain; You scattered Your
enemies with Your mighty arm.
89:11 The heavens are Yours, the
earth also is Yours; The world and
all it contains, You have founded
them. 89:12 The north and the south,
You have created them; Tabor and
Hermon shout for joy at Your name.
89:13 You have a strong arm; Your
hand is mighty, Your right hand is
exalted. 89:14 Righteousness and
justice are the foundation of Your
throne; Lovingkindness and truth go
before You. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 89

89:1 A good lesson uttered by Abra-
ham, who came from the east. 89:2 I
will praise the kindness of the Lord
forever; from generation to generation
I will make known your truth with my
mouth. 89:3 For I said, “The world will
be built by kindness; you will establish
your truth in the heavens.” 89:4 I made
a covenant with Abraham my chosen;
I confirmed it with my servant David.
89:5 1 will establish your sons forever;
and for every generation I will build
your royal throne forever. 89:6 And the
heavens will confess your wonders, O
Lord; also your truth in the assembly
of the holy ones. 89:7 For who in the
clouds can be set beside the Lord? Who
resembles the Lord in the multitudes of
angels? 89:8 God is mighty in the mys-
teries of the holy ones; sitting on the
throne of glory, great and fearsome over
all the angels who stand around him.
89:9 O Lord God above the hosts of
the height, who is like you in strength,
O Lord? And your truth is around
you. 89:10 You rule over the pride of
the sea; when its waves increase and
become high, you will subdue them.
89:11 You have crushed Rahab, that is,
wicked Pharaoh, like one slain by the
sword; with the might of your strong
arm you have scattered your enemies.
89:12 Yours is the heaven, yea, yours is
the earth; you have founded the world
and all its contents. 89:13 The deserts
in the north and those who dwell in the
south, you created them; Tabor in the
west and Hermon in the east sing praise
in your name. 89:14 Yours is the arm
with strength; your hand will be strong
to redeem your people; your right hand
will be raised to perfect your sanctuary.
89:15 Righteousness and justice are the
dwelling place of your glorious throne;
favor and truth go before your face.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 89

A Psalm of instruction for Atham
the Israelite. 89:1 1 will sing of thy
mercies, O Lord, for ever: I will de-
clare thy truth with my mouth to all
generations. 89:2 For thou hast said,
Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy
truth shall be established in the heav-
ens. 89:3 [ made a covenant with my
chosen ones, I sware unto David my
servant. 89:4 I will establish thy seed
for ever, and build up thy throne to all
generations. Pause. 89:5 The heavens
shall declare thy wonders, O Lord,
and thy truth in the assembly of the
saints. 89:6 For who in the heavens
shall be compared to the Lord? and
who shall be likened to the Lord
among the sons of God? 89:7 God is
glorified in the council of the saints;
great and terrible toward all that are
round about him. 89:8 O Lord God
of hosts, who is like to thee? thou
art mighty, O Lord, and thy truth is
round about thee. 89:9 Thou rulest
the power of the sea; and thou calm-
est the tumult of its waves. §89:10
Thou has brought down the proud
as one that is slain; and with the
arm of thy power thou has scattered
thine enemies. 89:11 The heavens are
thine, and the earth is thine: thou hast
founded the world, and the fullness
of it. 89:12 Thou hast created the
north and the west: Thabor and Her-
mon shall rejoice in thy name. 89:13
Thine is the mighty arm: let thy hand
be strengthened, let thy right hand be
exalted. 89:14 Justice and judgment
are the establishment of thy throne:
mercy and truth shall go before thy
face. 89:15 Blessed is the people
that knows the joyful sound: they
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy
countenance. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 89

89:15 How blessed are the peo-
ple who know the joyful sound!
O Lord, they walk in the light of
Your countenance. 89:16 In Your
name they rejoice all the day, And
by Your righteousness they are ex-
alted. 89:17 For You are the glory
of their strength, And by Your fa-
vor our horn is exalted. 89:18 For
our shield belongs to the Lord, And
our king to the Holy One of Israel.
89:19 Once You spoke in vision to
Your godly ones, And said, ‘I have
given help to one who is mighty; I
have exalted one chosen from the
people. 89:20 ‘I have found David
My servant; With My holy oil I have
anointed him, 89:21 With whom My
hand will be established; My arm
also will strengthen him. 89:22 “The
enemy will not deceive him, Nor
the son of wickedness afflict him.
89:23 ‘But I shall crush his adver-
saries before him, And strike those
who hate him. 89:24 ‘My faithful-
ness and My lovingkindness will be
with him, And in My name his horn
will be exalted. 89:25 ‘I shall also
set his hand on the sea And his right
hand on the rivers. 89:26 ‘He will
cry to Me, ‘You are my Father, My
God, and the rock of my salvation.’
89:27 ‘I also shall make him My
firstborn, The highest of the kings of
the earth. 89:28 ‘My lovingkindness
I will keep for him forever, And
My covenant shall be confirmed to
him. 89:29 ‘So I will establish his
descendants forever And his throne
as the days of heaven. 89:30 ‘If his
sons forsake My law And do not
walk in My judgments,(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 89

89:16 Happy the people who know
to please their creator with a shout;
O Lord, in the splendid light of your
countenance they will walk and be
acquitted in judgment. 89:17 In your
name they will rejoice all day, and by
your righteousness they will be exalt-
ed. 89:18 For you are the splendor of
their strength, and by your will their
horn is exalted. 89:19 For our shields
belong to the Lord, and our king be-
longs to the Lord, the Holy One of
Israel. 89:20 Then you spoke in a vi-
sion to your pious ones, and you said,
“I have set up a helper for my people
by the hand of one mighty in Torah;
I have set apart a youth from among
the people.” 89:21 I have found Da-
vid my servant, with the holy oil 1
anointed him. 89:22 Whom my hands
are ready to help; truly my arm will
strengthen him. 89:23 The enemy
will not make him go astray; the son
of wickedness will not afflict him.
89:24 And I will crush his oppres-
sors before him, and I will smite his
foes. 89:25 And my truth and good-
ness are with him; in the name of my
word his glory will be exalted. 89:26
And I will place his dominion at the
harbors of the sea, and the might of
his right hand on those who dwell by
the rivers. 89:27 He will call to me,
“You are my father (abba), my God,
and the strength of my redemption.”
89:28 Also I will make him first-born
of the kings of the house of Judah,
the highest of the kings of the earth.
89:29 I will preserve my goodness to
him forever; and my covenant is con-
stant for him. 89:30 And I will set up
his sons forever, and his throne for as
many days as the heavens will last.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 89

89:16 And in thy name shall they
rejoice all the day: and in thy
righteousness shall they be exalt-
ed. 89:17 For thou art the boast
of their strength; and in thy good
pleasure shall our horn be exalted,
89:18 for our help is of the Lord;
and of the Holy One of Israel, our
king. 89:19 Then thou spokest in
vision to thy children, and saidst,
I have laid help on a mighty one;
I have exalted one chosen out of
my people. 89:20 I have found
David my servant; I have anoint-
ed him by my holy mercy. 89:21
For my hand shall support him;
and mine arm shall strengthen
him. 89:22 The enemy shall have
no advantage against him; and the
son of transgression shall not hurt
him again. 89:23 And I will hew
down his foes before him, and put
to flight those that hate him. 8§9:24
But my truth and my mercy shall
be with him; and in my name shall
his horn be exalted. 89:25 And
I will set his hand in the sea, and
his right hand in the rivers. 89:26
He shall call upon me, saying,
Thou art my Father, my God, and
the helper of my salvation. 89:27
And I will make him my first-
born, higher than the kings of the
earth. 89:28 I will keep my mercy
for him for ever, and my covenant
shall be firm with him. 89:29 And I
will establish his seed for ever and
ever, and his throne as the days
of heaven. 89:30 If his children
should forsake my law, and walk
not in my judgments;(LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 89

89:31 If they violate My statutes
And do not keep My command-
ments, 89:32 Then [ will punish their
transgression with the rod And their
iniquity with stripes. 89:33 ‘But I
will not break off My lovingkindness
from him, Nor deal falsely in My
faithfulness. 89:34 ‘My covenant I
will not violate, Nor will I alter the
utterance of My lips. 89:35 ‘Once |
have sworn by My holiness; I will
not lie to David. 89:36 ‘His descen-
dants shall endure forever And his
throne as the sun before Me. 89:37 ‘It
shall be established forever like the
moon, And the witness in the sky is
faithful.” Selah. 89:38 But You have
cast off and rejected, You have been
full of wrath against Your anointed.
89:39 You have spurned the cove-
nant of Your servant; You have pro-
faned his crown in the dust. 89:40
You have broken down all his walls;
You have brought his strongholds to
ruin. 89:41 All who pass along the
way plunder him; He has become a
reproach to his neighbors. 89:42 You
have exalted the right hand of his
adversaries; You have made all his
enemies rejoice. 89:43 You also turn
back the edge of his sword And have
not made him stand in battle. 89:44
You have made his splendor to cease
And cast his throne to the ground.
89:45 You have shortened the days
of his youth; You have covered him
with shame. Selah. 89:46 How long,
O Lord? Will You hide Yourself for-
ever? Will Your wrath burn like fire?
89:47 Remember what my span of
life is; For what vanity You have cre-
ated all the sons of men! (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 89

89:31 If his sons abandon my Torah,
and do not walk in my judgments,
89:32 If they violate my covenant,
and do not keep my commandments,
89:33 Then I will punish their re-
bellions by means of the rod of the
wicked, and their iniquities by the
demons that plague them. 89:34 But
my goodness I will not revoke from
him, and I will not be false to my
faithfulness. 89:35 1 will not violate
my covenant, and the utterance of my
lips I will not change. 89:36 Once 1
have sworn by my holy name: “I will
not lie to David.” 89:37 His sons will
exist forever, and his throne is bright
as the sun before me. 89:38 Like the
moon that is set for an eternal sign,
and a faithful witness in the sky for-
ever. 89:39 But you have forsaken
and rejected, grown angry with your
anointed. 89:40 You have changed
the covenant with your servant; you
have profaned his crown to the earth.
89:41 You have forced all his strong-
holds, you have made his open vil-
lages a ruin. 89:42 All who pass on
the road have trampled him; he has
become a disgrace to his neighbors.
89:43 You have raised the right hand
of his oppressors; you have gladdened
all his enemies. 89:44 Also you will
turn aside his sword and you have not
supported him in battle. 89:45 You
have abolished the priests who sprin-
kle [blood] on the altar and cleanse
his people, and you have cast to the
ground his royal throne. 89:46 You
have cut short the days of his young
men; you have covered him with
shame and disgrace forever. 89:47
How long, O Lord, will you remove
your presence forever? [How long]
will your rage burn like fire? (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 89

89:31 if they should profane my ordi-
nances, and not keep my command-
ments; 89:32 1 will visit their trans-
gressions with a rod, and their sins
with scourges. 89:33 But my mercy |
will not utterly remove from him, nor
wrong my truth. 89:34 Neither will |
by any means profane my covenant;
and [ will not make void the things
that proceed out of my lips. 89:35
Once have I sworn by my holiness,
that I will not lie to David. 89:36
His see shall endure for ever, and his
throne as the sun before me; 89:37
and as the moon that is established
for ever, and as the faithful witness
in heaven. Pause. 89:38 But thou hast
cast off and set at nought, thou has
rejected thine anointed. 89:39 Thou
hast overthrown the covenant of thy
servant; thou has profaned his sanc-
tuary, casting it to the ground. 89:40
Thou hast broken down all his hedg-
es; thou hast made his strong holds a
terror. 89:41 All that go by the way
have spoiled him: he is become a
reproach to his neighbours. 89:42
Thou hast exalted the right hand of
his enemies; thou hast made all his
enemies to rejoice. 89:43 Thou hast
turned back the help of his sword,
and hast not helped him in the battle.
89:44 Thou hast deprived him of glo-
ry: thou hast broken down his throne
to the ground. 89:45 Thou hast short-
ened the days of his throne: thou
hast poured shame upon him. Pause.
89:46 How long, O Lord, wilt thou
turn away, for ever? shall thine anger
flame out as fire? 89:47 Remember
what my being is: for hast thou creat-
ed all the sons of men in vain? (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 89

89:48 What man can live and not
see death? Can he deliver his soul
from the power of Sheol? Selah.
89:49 Where are Your former lov-
ingkindnesses, O Lord, Which
You swore to David in Your
faithfulness? 89:50 Remember,
O Lord, the reproach of Your ser-
vants; How I bear in my bosom
the reproach of all the many peo-
ples, 89:51 With which Your en-
emies have reproached, O Lord,
With which they have reproached
the footsteps of Your anointed.
89:52 Blessed be the Lord forev-
er! Amen and Amen. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 89

98:48 Remember that I was creat-
ed from dust; why have you creat-
ed all the sons of men for vanity?
98:49 Who is the man who will
live and not see the angel of death,
who will deliver his soul from his
hand, and not go down to his grave
forever? 98:50 Where are your fa-
vors which were from the begin-
ning, O Lord, which you swore to
David in your faithfulness? 98:51
Remember, O Lord, the disgrace
of your servant; I have borne in
my bosom all the insults of many
peoples. 98:52 For your enemies
have scorned, O Lord, for they
have scorned the delay of the foot-
steps of your Messiah, O Lord.
98:53 Blessed be the name of the
Lord in this age, amen and amen.
Blessed be the name of the Lord in
the age to come, amen and amen.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 89

98:48 What man is there who shall
live, and not see death? shall any
one deliver his soul from the hand
of Hades? Pause. 98:49 Where
are thine ancient mercies, O Lord,
which thou swarest to David in
thy truth? 98:50 Remember, O
Lord, the reproach of thy servants,
which I have borne in my bosom,
even the reproach of many nations;
98:51 wherewith thine enemies
have reviled, O Lord: wherewith
they have reviled the recompense
of thine anointed. 98:52 Blessed
be the Lord for ever. So be it, so
be it.(LXX)

Part 1A

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 88:1-17, the Psalm opens saying, A Maskil of Ethan the
Ezrahite. Who is Ethan the Ezahite? Ethan the Ezrahite is mentioned in 1 Kings 4:31 as a wise man. He
was not considered as wise as King Solomon however. The Tanach describes Ethan as *““wiser than anyone
else...” 1 Chronicles 2:6 provides more information about Ethan, he had four brothers and was the son of
Zerah (called Mahol in 1 Kings 4:31). He was descended from the tribe of Levi. Ethan is mentioned in 1
Chronicles 15:17 as being involved in bringing the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. Since he is called
“Ethan the son of Kushaiah,”” so some Christian commentaries say that he is a different person from the
author of Tehillim / Psalm 89. However, 1 Chronicles 15:19 adds that the son of Kushaiah was a musician,
one of the men to sound the bronze cymbals, and this had led some scholars to assume a link between the
names mentioned in the Scriptures, these may be the same person. It is also believed that Ethan was also
known as Jeduthun (1 Chronicles 16:38-42), therefore, he may also be associated with the titles of Tehillim
/ Psalms 62 and 77.

The rabbis connect Ethan the Eztrahite, his psalm, to acts of loving kindness according to the Mishnah
and the Mekhilta.

Mishnah Bartenura on Pirkei Avot 1:2:6:
““and on acts of lovingkindness™: As it is written (Ps. 89:3), “The world is built up by your
kindness.” And lovingkindness is to regale grooms and to comfort mourners, to visit the

sick and inter the dead, and the like. (.732° 701 0279 (v° ‘D @°27N) 2°N27 D701 NP3 KN
172 RX1OY, 0007 M2PRIY ,00711 PaYY ,2%0aR amaRY 00N Tawh LRI 0701 NN

Here the Mishnah speaks of the acts of loving kindness (2°70M) saying that the world is built upon the
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Lord’s kindness. Grace (7017) is said to be the motivating factor for a person to comfort mourners, and visit
the sick, and to draw near to the dead, in the sense that one is dead who does not ““know’” the Lord God in
heaven.

Mekhilta 31:17, Part 3

“He rested and was restored”: From what did He rest (on Sabbath)? From labor or from
judgment™? It is, therefore, written ““and He was restored,” (which connotes ““from labor™).
We are hereby apprised that judgment never departs from Him. And thus is it written (Psalms
89:15) ““Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; lovingkindness and
truth precede Your countenance,” and (Devarim 32:4) “The rock — perfect is His work, for

all of His ways are justice, etc. (.(W91°1) 2°N .77 12 IR 7712V 11 N2W 7201 WHIN NAw
T°ID WATRY NARY TOMT RO NAW VOWM PTX , WA KT 1271.07197 171997 202 177 PRY 70
(2% 0°727) M vOWN 1T DI 92 19¥D DN MXT MR (VD 2¥9N))

The sabbath rest is paralleled to Tehillim / Psalms 89, where righteousness and justice are the foundation of
the throne of God, grace and truth precede the presence of the Lord. The Lord provides rest for His people,
he brings justice, mercy, and truth, which causes His people to be at peace with one another and with their
enemies.

The psalmist opens saying, :>232 J03AR ¥>7IX | 971 777 7PWR 021Y M 790 289:1 1 will sing of the
lovingkindness of the Lord forever; To all generations | will make known Your faithfulness with my mouth.
(NASB) Ethan (the psalmist) gives praise to the Lord as a result of His grace (791, lovingkindness) and it
is because of the Lord’s mercy that he is able to make known the faithfulness of God to all the generations.
The Mekhilta has the following to say concerning the chesed of the Lord.

Mekhilta 15:13:1:

(Exodus 15:13) ““You have led forth in lovingkindness (chesed)”’: You have done chesed with
us, for we were without (redeeming) deeds, viz. (Isaiah 63:7) “The lovingkindnesses of the
L rd will I proclaim, etc.”, (Psalms 89:2) “The lovingkindnesses of the L rd will | ever sing,
etc.”” And the world in its very beginning was built only with chesed, viz. (Ibid. 3) “I said
that the world (with) chesed will be built.”” (Exodus, Ibid.) “this people whom You have re-
deemed”: For all the world is Yours, and You have no people but Israel, viz. (Isaiah 43:21)
“This people have | created for Myself, etc.”” And thus is it written (Song of Songs 6:8) ““Sixty
are the queens and eighty, are the concubines”: “*Sixty are the queens” — These are the sixty
ten thousands (of Israel, who left Egypt); “and eighty, the concubines” — those below the
age of twenty; ““and young maidens without number’ — the minors, who are numberless.
Notwithstanding this, (only) ““one is My dove” — Moses, who countervails them all. Once,
Rebbi was sitting and expounding that one woman bore sixty ten thousands, when a disciple
interjected: Rebbi, who is greater, the world or the tzaddik? Rebbi replied: The tzaddik. How
s0? When Yocheved bore Moses, he countervailed the entire world. And where do we find that
Moses countervailed the entire world? In (Numbers 26:4) “as the L rd commended Moses
and the children of Israel’”, and *“Then sang Moses and the children of Israel’”, and (Devarim
34:10) ““*And there arose no prophet again in Israel like Moses.” (Exodus, Ibid.) ““You have
guided (them) in Your strength”: in the merit of the Torah which they are destined to receive,
““strength” being Torah, viz. (Psalms 29:4) “The L rd will give strength to His people; the L
rd will bless His people with peace and (Ibid. 99:4) *“... and the strength of the King (i.e.,

Torah) who loves justice.” (77 70 ‘1w QXW¥N 17°2 777 ROW 12 NOWY 7017 ,770M2 N°Ml
7012 ROR 17121 KD N7nnn 02w (09 2°900) 90 771°wR a2 7070 (30 aw) 9N IR
ROR OV T2 PRY oW 02wn oW 9% ,NPRA T Oy (QW) M 7320 701 22w SNTNR 0D W
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According to the Mekhilta, the chesed (grace) of God is given without the need for redeeming deeds of the
people. That seems to be the definition of grace, the unmerited favor of God according to the Apostolic
Writings. The rabbis say the world was created being built with chesed. The Mekhilta connects the grace of
God to building the world upon chesed, and to the people who were delivered from Egypt, and to the tzad-
dik, the righteous one, and to Moshe and the Torah. They say, “You have guided (them) in Your strength”:
in the merit of the Torah which they are destined to receive, ““strength’” being Torah, viz. (Psalms 29:4) “The
L rd will give strength to His people; the L rd will bless His people with peace” and (Ibid. 99:4) “... and
the strength of the King (i.e., Torah) who loves justice.” The way of God is justice and truth, and these are
the things that are taught in the Torah, this is why it is said that the strength of the King is who loves justice.
The Law of God established justice among His people, something that was unknown by the nations. The
Psalm says, :072 I0328 190 | 27 1320 707 021V *RnR-"2 2 89:2 For | have said, ‘Lovingkindness
will be built up forever; In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.” (NASB) What does it mean lov-
ingkindness (grace, 7977) will be built up forever? How does the Lord establish faithfulness in the heavens?
It is important to remember the Torah context of what is being said and asked, the Lord God declared his
mercy and grace from the heavens, at Sinai. The Mishnah Pirkei Avot has the following to say concerning
faithfulness in the heavens.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6:1

Rabbi Meir says: Anyone who involves himself in Torah for its own sake merits many things,
and moreover the entire world is worthwhile for his sake; He is called “friend,”” “beloved,”
“lover of the Omnipresent,” ““lover of [all] creatures,” “delighter of the Omnipresent,” “de-
lighter of [all] creatures;”” He is clothed in humility and reverence, and it prepares him to
be righteous, devout, upright and trustworthy, and it distances him from sin, and draws him
near to merit; We enjoy from him counsel and comprehension, understanding and strength,
as itis said (Proverbs 8:14): “Mine is counsel and comprehension, I am understanding, mine
is strength;” It gives him kingship and dominion, and [the ability to] investigate in judg-
ment, and the secrets of the Torah are revealed to him, and he becomes like an ever-strength-
ening spring, and like a river that does not stop; He is modest and long-tempered, and
forgives insult to him; And it enlarges him and raises him above all [that God] made. ( 11w
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Note how the Mishnah invokes studying and performing acts based upon the Torah simply for the sake of
doing what the Lord God desires for us to do, to live by His statutes and precepts, and to be free from sin.
The Mishnah states that the one who seeks to live for God according to His Torah, is called a friend, beloved,
lover of the Lord in heaven, and of all creatures, he is clothed in humility and reverence and prepares himself
to live in righteousness, he is upright and trustworthy, and distances himself from sin. The rabbis go on to
say in the Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6:10 that God’s throne is in heaven and the earth is His footstool.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6:10

Five possessions has the Holy One, Blessed be He, declared His own in His world, And they
are: The Torah [is] one possession, Heaven and earth [are] one possession, Abraham [is]
one possession, Israel [is] one possession, [And] the Sanctuary [is] one possession. From
where [do we infer that] the Torah [is] one possession? For it is written: “The Lord pos-
sessed me at the beginning of His way, the first of His of old.”” (Proverbs 8:22.) From where
[do we infer that] heaven and earth [are] one possession? For it is written: “Thus says the
Lord: “The heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool. Which house might you build
for Me? And which place might be My resting-place?’”” (Isaiah 66:1), And it [also] says:
“How manifold are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom have You made them all; full is the earth,
Your possession.” (Psalm 104:24.) From where [do we infer that] Abraham [is] one pos-
session? For it is written: “And [Melchizedek] blessed him, and said: ‘Blessed be Abram of
God Most High, Maker of heaven and earth.””” (Genesis 14:19.) From where [do we infer
that] Israel [is] one possession? For it is written: “Till Your people pass over, O Lord, till the
people pass over whom You have made Your own’ (Exodus 15:16), And it [also] says: ““As
for the holy that are in the earth, they are the excellent in whom is all My delight.”” (Psalm
16:3.) From where [do we infer that] the Sanctuary [is] one possession? For it is written:
“The Sanctuary, O Lord, that Your hands have established” (Exodus 15:17), And it is [also]
said: “And He brought them to His holy border, to the mountain, which His right hand had

possessed.” (Psalm 78:54.) (7710 .37 178) ,1221W2 K17 102 WITR0 17 7Ip 2°11p wan
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The Mishnah states that the heaven and earth are the possession of God because His throne is in heaven and
the earth is his footstool. The Psalm saying, :0772 J0312 120 | DY 732° 707 073V *RRR->2  189:2 For
| have said, ‘Lovingkindness will be built up forever; In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.’
(NASB) meaning that the Lord establishes His faithfulness because he sits above heaven and earth, and is not
subject to the whims of man. His faithfulness is established because He has spoken of His faithfulness in
His word and He has demonstrated His faithfulness in His deeds. The Word of God is eternal (everlasting)
and therefore the Lord has established His mercy, and faithfulness forever because of His love for us.

The Psalm continues, we read the Lord speaking prophetically through the psalmist saying, 89:3 ‘I have
made a covenant with My chosen; | have sworn to David My servant, 89:4 | will establish your seed forever
And build up your throne to all generations.” Selah. (NASB) We read of the Davidic Covenant which refers
to God’s Promises to David through the prophet Nathan, and is found in 2 Samuel 7 and is summarized in 1
Chronicles 17:11-14 and 2 Chronicles 6:16. The covenant promise the Lord made with David was uncon-
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ditional, in which the Lord God promised David and Israel that the Messiah would come from the descen-
dent’s of David and from the tribe of Judah and would establish a kingdom that would endure forever. The
Davidic Covenant is unconditional in the sense that the Lord does not place conditions of obedience upon
its fulfillment. The surety of the promises made rests solely on Lord’s faithfulness. There were several key
points in the promises the Lord made to David.

Several Key Points in the Davidic Covenant

1. The Lord reaffirms the promise of the land that He made with Abraham and
Moshe (Israel, 2 Samuel 7:10, “I will provide a place for my people Israel
and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer
be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore.”)

2. The Lord promises that David’s son will succeed him as king of Israel and
that this son (Solomon) would build the temple. (2 Samuel 7:12-13, ““ I will
raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will
establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name.””)

3. “l will establish the throne of his kingdom forever™ (7:13),

4. **Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne
will be established forever™ (7:16). What began as a promise that David’s son
Solomon would be blessed and build the temple turns into something differ-
ent-the promise of an everlasting kingdom.

5. David’s “house,” “*kingdom,”” and ““throne” speaks of a future expectation of
the Messiah from the lineage of David and that He will establish a kingdom
from which He will reign.

The reason the Lord swore this promise to David was because of this faithfulness to the Lord during his life
both before and after he became King of Israel. This illustrates the importance of our call before God to do
the same, to live with faithfulness, righteousness, justice, and truth. The Psalmist continues speaking of the
heavens giving praise to the Lord, how none compare to the Lord who is in heaven, and that His faithfulness
surrounds him.

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 89:5-8

89:5 The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; Your faithfulness also in the assembly
of the holy ones. 89:6 For who in the skies is comparable to the Lord? Who among the sons
of the mighty is like the Lord, 89:7 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And
awesome above all those who are around Him? 89:8 O Lord God of hosts, who is like You,
O mighty Lord? Your faithfulness also surrounds You. 89:9 You rule the swelling of the sea;
When its waves rise, You still them. (NASB)
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Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 89:6-9

89:6 And the heavens will confess your wonders, O Lord; also your truth in the assembly
of the holy ones. 89:7 For who in the clouds can be set beside the Lord? Who resembles the
Lord in the multitudes of angels? 89:8 God is mighty in the mysteries of the holy ones; sitting
on the throne of glory, great and fearsome over all the angels who stand around him. 89:9 O
Lord God above the hosts of the height, who is like you in strength, O Lord? And your truth
is around you. (EMC)
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 89:5-8

89:5 The heavens shall declare thy wonders, O Lord; and thy truth in the assembly of the
saints. 89:6 For who in the heavens shall be compared to the Lord? and who shall be likened
to the Lord among the sons of God? 89:7 God is glorified in the council of the saints; great
and terrible toward all that are round about him. 89:8 O Lord God of hosts, who is like to
thee? thou art mighty, O Lord, and thy truth is round about thee. (LXX)

89:5 éopoloyncovtar ol ovpavoi Ta Bovpdoid Gov KOple Kol TV AANOELdY cov &v EKKANGIQ
aylov 89:6 611 Tig &v vepéhag icwbnoeton 1@ Kupiw kai Tig opowwdnoetal 1@ Kupiw &v
vioig Beod 89:7 O Bedg £vdoLaldevog v BovAf] ayiov péyag kol eoPepog nt mdvtag Tovg
neptkOKAo adTod 89:8 Kpte O 0£dg TV Suvapemv Tig SUo1dC Gol duvatdg £ KOPIE Ko 1)
A 0e1d Gov KUKAWM GOV

The rabbis translate the faithfulness that surrounds the Lord as a reference to the mystery of the holy ones,
and as the angels who stand around Him. The Septuagint translates in a similar manner saying, 89:7 God is
glorified in the council of the saints; great and terrible toward all that are round about him. (LXX) Radak
comments on Tehillim / Psalms 16 about the holy ones saying the following.

Radak on Psalms 16:3, Part 2

And excellent ones all my delight is in them : To those who are most excellent of heart among
all the children of men, and better than they - my delight is in them to do them good, because
they keep and do Thy commandments. And for this reason he calls them holy and excellent.

And, according to the former interpretation, they interpret for the holy ones (2°¢17p7%) thus
: “I am not worthy of Thy goodness, but for the holy ones Thy goodness is worthy.”” In my
opinion the words to the holy ones depend upon Thou hast said to the Lord, meaning, after
thou hast said to the Lord that He is thy Sovereign Lord, thou shouldest say also to the holy
ones which are in the earth that thou wilt humble thyself before them, and yield them supe-
riority over thyself, and learn from their works ; and all is with a view to perfection, that
thou shouldest learn the love of God. And in this way our sages of blessed memory have said
(Babli, Pesahim 22 b): “ “Thou shall fear the Lord thy God’ (Deut. 6:13) - i.e. to multiply
the disciples of the wise.”” And he says, which are in the earth, meaning, Walk in the steps

12 Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 89 | vo °%°1n 150 —
of the holy ones whom thou shalt find in thy way, and learn from their works. In my opinion

777X (excellent ones) is not construct, for similar examples are to be found, as 9PV

>332 (windows narrow), (1 Kings 6:4) ; "yl 2°1nv1 (pleasant plants) (Is. 17:10) ; and such
like. And the meaning of holy ones and excellent in whom is all my delight is that one should
love them and walk in their ways - viz. of the holy ones which are in the earth ; the way of
the holy ones, the servants of God, | love, but the way of the others, who serve another god,
| hate ; and | say :

The holy ones are interpreted as a reference to the people of God who are obedient to God’s Word. They are
the wise ones, who walk in the foot steps of God. Radak exhorts that we are to walk in their ways, to be as

they are in their service to the Lord. The phrase “Kedosh Yisrael” (982> w17p), the Holy One of Israel,
is often a title that is frequently given by the prophet Isaiah. It serves to place the sins of Isaiah’s society
in contrast to God’s moral perfection (Isaiah 30:11) and expresses the absolute separation from evil (Isaiah
17:7). The concept of being holy is to be set apart from the common, the habitual, or the profane. The word

holy (¥17P) provides us with awesome magnificence, and even what is “terrible”” or “dreadful”” (Nehemiah
1:5 and Tehillim / Psalms 68:35). The word holy also draws with it the idea that the Lord being holy is
the only one who is worthy of true worship and adoration, since there is no rival in heaven or on earth that
can compare to Him (our Father in heaven). Notice how these concepts are all drawn together in Radak’s
commentary regarding the holy ones, and the perspective of the psalmist saying, 89:8 God is mighty in the
mysteries of the holy ones; sitting on the throne of glory, great and fearsome over all the angels who stand
around him. (EMC) The way the Lord God is described as ““holy” is an indication that He is infinitely and
eternally set apart, known only of Himself as “‘l AM THAT | AM” (Shemot / Exodus 3:15), and therefore as
being called holy and being holy, the Lord is unique, he is to be hallowed, and utterly sacred. It is difficult
to find the words to describe the absolute magnificence of God in His holiness.

The psalm continues saying, :7°2IR P19 Y ¥ir2 277 27700 DRIT 7AX X° 89:10 You Yourself
crushed Rahab like one who is slain; You scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm. (NASB) What does
the psalmist mean that the Lord has crushed Rahab? The Aramaic Targum states, 2°Up 17 N?DW NR X

17227 S92 RNIT2 TAWIW YITR 7PN KYOWI Y70 I X277 X217 89:11 You have crushed Rahab, that
is, wicked Pharaoh, like one slain by the sword; with the might of your strong arm you have scattered your
enemies. (EMC) The rabbis interpret this to refer to Pharaoh. Remember in Tehillim / Psalms 87:4 ““I shall
mention Rahab and Babylon among those who know Me; Behold, Philistia and Tyre with Ethiopia: ‘This
one was born there.””” (NASB) Notice how Rahab is considered one who was not a part of Israel, however,
she knew the Lord God and the Lord saved her and her household from destruction. Rahab sought the Lord
in heaven according to the way in which the Father had revealed on Sinai. She sought the Lord and His

ways and therefore she is said to have been born there, in the place (212777), and possibly be counted as one
of the holy ones of God. In Tehillim / Psalms 89:10, the psalmist states that the Lord has broken Rahab to
pieces as one who is slain by the sword. Could this be a reference to pride verses humility? The Targum
interprets this as Pharaoh who his people and kingdom were broken to pieces by plagues and by the power
of God’s right hand. The scattering of the enemies draws in the imagery of the first born being slain and he
and his army were broke in pieces at the Red sea, and were seen by the Israelites on the shore, all dead. This
was done as one slain with the sword, as the dead who have no life, power, and strength to defend, who are
trampled upon, crushed, bruised, and broken to pieces. All of these things may be a parallel to the Lord’s
breaking into pieces the proud and insolent, the deceiver, as Rahab may signify. This is in contrast to the
holiness of God, the Lord of breaking and destroying the works of the deceiver, the evil one, and spoiling
his power. This verse could very well refer to the Lord who humbles the proud.

The psalm continues saying, "X72 7OX 17221 119% 3 :00T0) AAR AN 220 PN Tp-A8 MY 77 2
0T IXQ2 TI0p LY PTY W PR DD TT WA ANR-0Y YN T2 T 203 W3 17 1ap op
17739 MNTRY NHX) 89:11 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You
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have founded them. 89:12 The north and the south, You have created them; Tabor and Hermon shout for joy
at Your name. 89:13 You have a strong arm; Your hand is mighty, Your right hand is exalted. 89:14 Righ-
teousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before You. (NASB)

The Aramaic Targum states, >7 X°72772 3 1NTO° DR 77711 920 KYIR T2 7 AR 702 XN T2 97 2
RYITIR 77 °7 70 11°02WH AW RATHA 0T PRI R2IPNAT 2120 PNINRI2 DX X172 97 120%1 R1DOXI
1250 T7IP° 201D NI RITI RNPTX IV JWIPH N2 KYLOWT T1°2° 2170 A ponk 70 JWYn XN oy

IR PATRPNn VIR 89:12 Yours is the heaven, yea, yours is the earth; you have founded the world and all
its contents. 89:13 The deserts in the north and those who dwell in the south, you created them; Tabor in
the west and Hermon in the east sing praise in your name. 89:14 Yours is the arm with strength; your hand
will be strong to redeem your people; your right hand will be raised to perfect your sanctuary. 89:15 Righ-
teousness and justice are the dwelling place of your glorious throne; favor and truth go before your face.
(EMC) The Septuagint sates, 89:11 coi gictv oi ovpavoi Koi 61 £6Tv 1) yij TV OIKOLUEVV KOl TO TAT PO,
avthg ov €0epelimoag 89:12 tov Boppdv kai Bordccos oV Ekticas Oapwp kai Epuwv v 1@ ovopati cov
ayaArlboovtal 89:13 60g 0 Bpayiwv petd duvacteiag kpataiwbnto 1 xelp cov VywORTE 1 de€1d cov 89:14
dkatoouvn kal kpipa Etoacio Tod Opovov cov Eleog Kol dANBel TPOTOPELGETAL TPO TPOCHTOV GOV
89:11 The heavens are thine, and the earth is thine: thou hast founded the world, and the fullness of it. 89:12
Thou hast created the north and the west: Thabor and Hermon shall rejoice in thy name. 89:13 Thine is the
mighty arm: let thy hand be strengthened, let thy right hand be exalted. 89:14 Justice and judgment are the
establishment of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face. (LXX) The psalmist describes the glo-
ry of God. It is interesting how the Targum translates the Tehillim / Psalms 89:13 to say 89:14 Yours is the
arm with strength; your hand will be strong to redeem your people; your right hand will be raised to perfect
your sanctuary. (EMC) What does it mean that the right hand of God raises up to perfect His sanctuary? A
parallel thought would be to our bodies as a sanctuary and the Lord working in our lives to take away our
sins, and to transform our lives for His glory, for a dwelling place.

The psalm states :7°J9 3722 NHR) TOT NDI 13010 LOYM P 10 89:14 Righteousness and justice are
the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before You. (NASB) The rabbinic commentaries
have the following to say concerning righteousness and justice being the foundation of God’s throne.

Mishnah Chagigah 12a, part 33

With knowledge, as it is written, (Proverbs 3:20) “With His knowledge the depths were bro-
ken up.” With strength and might, as it is written, (Psalms 65:7) “With His strength He
establishes the mountains, being girded about with might.”” With rebuke, as it is written,
(Job 26:11) “The pillars of heaven tremble, and are astonished at His rebuke.” With righ-
teousness and judgment, as it is written, (Psalms 89:15) ““Righteousness and judgment are
the foundation of Your throne.”” With mercy and compassion, as it is written, (Psalms 25:6)
“Remember Your compassion, O Lord, and Your mercies, for they are eternal.” And R. Ye-
hudah said in the name of Ray,

The Mishnah describes the power and might of the Lord in heaven. He is all powerful, having created the
heavens and the earth, setting the mountains in place, and establishing the depths of the Sea, though in His
great power, he is merciful, righteous, just, and compassionate. The rabbis in the mishnah believe the mer-
cies of the Lord are eternal based upon the psalms.

Mekhilta 31:17, Part 3

”’He rested and was restored”: From what did He rest (on Sabbath)? From labor or from
judgment™? It is, therefore, written ““and He was restored,” (which connotes ““from labor™).
We are hereby apprised that judgment never departs from Him. And thus is it written (Psalms
89:15) “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; lovingkindness and
truth precede Your countenance,” and (Devarim 32:4) “The rock — perfect is His work, for
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all of His ways are justice, etc.

The Mekhilta asks the question of what the Lord had rested from on the Shabbat, from labor or from judg-
ment? This is an important question, since the conclusion is that the Lord rested from work as opposed to
resting from judgment. The point is that we rest from work, from our labor, and not from doing righteous-
ness and justice. We do not rest from these things (righteousness and justice) since the shabbat is not day
given as a license to sin. Righteousness and justice are the foundation of God’s throne, and his mercy and
truth precedes his presence. As His people, we are called to be and do the same.

Akeidat Yitzchak 67:108

Encouraging man to repent before the day of judgment is ever so much more helpful than to
wait for the judgment, and then attempt to reverse it. Therefore, the knowledge of when the
day of judgment occurs, affords us a chance to prepare for that day. When David proclaims
““hail the nation that knows the teruah, they walk in the light of Your countenance,” (Psalms
89:16), he merely points out how fortunate we are to be able to put this knowledge to our
advantage. The Talmud Rosh Hashanah 16 discusses timing of celestial judgments. Rabbi
Yossi emphasizes that daily judgment of man occurs also, whereas Rabbi Yochanan makes
the point that repentance even tears up the evil decree. When the question is raised that even
myriads of sacrifices, if they are offered after the Day of Atonement, can no longer change
the evil decree, the answer given is that this is so only in the case of individuals. Collective
repentance of a congregation is accepted at all times.

Akeidat Yitzchak 67:75

All the quotations in the Bible referring to this judgment, confirm that the Almighty deals
with us as if we were equals and had claims upon Him. In Psalms 89:15 we read ““Righteous-
ness and justice are the abode of Your throne, kindness and mercy precede Your Presence.”
All this is an acknowledgment that G’d has freely subjected Himself to such rules. There had
been no legal reason for Him to do so. Our approach therefore, is to stress G’ds majesty
rather than His overlordship, ownership etc. by means of the shofar, to remind Him of those
of our meritorious deeds which He should not ignore. The psalmist saying “hail the people
who understand the meaning of teruah, the sound of the shofar; they can expect to walk in
the light of Your favour’ is thus vindicated. (Psalms 89:16)

Akeidat Yitzchak states that having the knowledge of a future judgment prepares us; we have the opportu-
nity to prepare for the day. Many sacrifices do not change a decree of judgment, because of the nature of
the sin that led to the decree. The choice is to live in righteousness today, and not to wait until tomorrow.
It is the continual habitual sin that leads to judgment, which then is meant to lead the sinner to repentance,
seeking the Lord for forgiveness, and turning from sin to righteousness and justice. The presence of God is
preceded by His mercy, kindness, and grace, because He desires for us to turn from our evil ways without
having to bring judgment as a motivating force. Akeidat Yitzchak says that it is more important to ““stress
G’ds majesty rather than His overlordship, ownership etc.”” The shofar is meant to remind the Lord of the
maasim tovim in our lives as opposed to the maasim rayim. The commentary states “‘hail the people who
understand the meaning of teruah, the sound of the shofar; they can expect to walk in the light of Your fa-

vour” where the Teruah (77¥170) is a shout, a battle cry, or a shout of joy with religious impulse (BDB). The
concept here is of shouting with joy of the lovingkindness of the Lord and all the mercies that He shows us
each day.

The psalmist continues saying, -22 1712°3 JW2 1 110937 7°19-7IR2 717 7¥INN0 YTV QYT WK 10
M7 ANRT¥Y 03°7 89:15 How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O Lord, they walk in
the light of Your countenance. 89:16 In Your name they rejoice all the day, And by Your righteousness they
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are exalted. (NASB) What is the joyful sound? The joyful sound is that of the shofar we were just discuss-

ing previously. The phrase 7177 7Y Y71 QY7 WX may be translated as “blessed are the people who
know the shout of the Lord...”” What is this shout but the praises of His people. The righteousness of God is
found in the commandments, living for the Lord, doing what is right, just, and true, and having love for one
another, etc. These are the things the Torah teaches us, how to live before our Father God in heaven. By the
Lord commanding His people to live according to His mitzvot, statutes and precepts, God’s righteousness is
found within the commands, and this is how the Lord, His righteousness exalt His people. We become one
in agreement with our Father in heaven when we walk in His ways, and live our lives according to His To-
rah. This is how the Lord’s righteousness exalt the children of Israel and those who have joined themselves
with Israel in the Messiah Yeshua.

The psalm continues saying, 33337 7312 °2 1 21372 [2170] £°9 738723 7AKR 7Y DIROD-2

:0YR N2 N7 DI2-0Y Y DY MRM 7007 TI02-RN2T IR D 11950 DRI WiTR) 89:17 For
You are the glory of their strength, And by Your favor our horn is exalted. 89:18 For our shield belongs to
the Lord, And our king to the Holy One of Israel. 89:19 Once You spoke in vision to Your godly ones, And
said, ‘I have given help to one who is mighty; | have exalted one chosen from the people. (NASB) What

vision did the Lord speak unto the godly ones? The Targum states, J°7°0112 RI1T12 XN?°27 12277 P70 D

Ny °1P2 N DO NOWOIOR RNPIRD 022077 7070 ¥ YD 7Y0 SN N°ARY 89:20 Then you spoke in a
vision to your pious ones, and you said, “I have set up a helper for my people by the hand of one mighty in
Torah; I have set apart a youth from among the people.”” (EMC) Isaiah explains the meaning of the Targum
where the translation compares the Torah to the vision of God.

Isaiah 1:1-17

1:1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw
during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 1:2 Listen, O heav-
ens, and hear, O earth; For the Lord speaks, ‘Sons | have reared and brought up, But they
have revolted against Me. 1:3 “An ox knows its owner, And a donkey its master’s manger, But
Israel does not know, My people do not understand.’ 1:4 Alas, sinful nation, People weighed
down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned
the Lord, They have despised the Holy One of Israel, They have turned away from Him. 1:5
Where will you be stricken again, As you continue in your rebellion? The whole head is sick
And the whole heart is faint. 1:6 From the sole of the foot even to the head There is nothing
sound in it, Only bruises, welts and raw wounds, Not pressed out or bandaged, Nor softened
with oil. 1:7 Your land is desolate, Your cities are burned with fire, Your fields strangers
are devouring them in your presence; It is desolation, as overthrown by strangers. 1:8 The
daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, Like a watchman’s hut in a cucumber
field, like a besieged city. 1:9 Unless the Lord of hosts Had left us a few survivors, We would
be like Sodom, We would be like Gomorrah. 1:10 Hear the word of the Lord, You rulers of
Sodom; Give ear to the instruction of our God, You people of Gomorrah. 1:11 ‘What are your
multiplied sacrifices to Me?’ Says the Lord. ‘I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
And the fat of fed cattle; And | take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats. 1:12
‘When you come to appear before Me, Who requires of you this trampling of My courts? 1:13
‘Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me. New moon and
sabbath, the calling of assemblies | cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly. 1:14
‘I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have become a burden to
Me; | am weary of bearing them. 1:15 ‘So when you spread out your hands in prayer, | will
hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands
are covered with blood. 1:16 ‘Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of
your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, 1:17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the
ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow. (NASB)
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It is important to note what Isaiah states in the opening to His book, he says that a vision is given, and lists
the time in which he lives by the kings who lived while the Lord worked through Isaiah. Isaiah says that
the Lord had brought up sons but they have rebelled against him, and that these sons, the people, do not
have understanding. The people are a sinful nation, and Isaiah goes on to list the things seen in the vision,
and describes saying the Lord does not take pleasure in sacrifice. The reason being the Torah (see Parashat
Vayikra) states that the Lord desires obedience in the statements ““if you sin...”” Isaiah clarifies this when he
says, 1:16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to
do evil, 1:17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.
(NASB) The point is that when one lives in sin, trying to go through the motions is detestable to the Lord.
Most Christian commentaries on this verse regarding the vision say this is a reference to Nathan the prophet
and David and his sin. However, as you can see, there is a deeper Torah concept that is directly applicable
to our lives. The Targum translation brings an interesting context and difference on the interpretation of the
vision which has application to our lives, an application that is very important saying, 89:20 Then you spoke
in a vision to your pious ones, and you said, “I have set up a helper for my people by the hand of one mighty
in Torah; | have set apart a youth from among the people.” (EMC).
The Psalm continues saying the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 89:21-30

89:21 With whom My hand will be established; My arm also will strengthen him. 89:22 “The
enemy will not deceive him, Nor the son of wickedness afflict him. 89:23 “But | shall crush
his adversaries before him, And strike those who hate him. 89:24 ‘My faithfulness and My
lovingkindness will be with him, And in My name his horn will be exalted. 89:25 ‘1 shall also
set his hand on the sea And his right hand on the rivers. 89:26 ‘He will cry to Me, “You are
my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation.” 89:27 ‘I also shall make him My firstborn,
The highest of the kings of the earth. 89:28 ‘My lovingkindness | will keep for him forever,
And My covenant shall be confirmed to him. 89:29 “So | will establish his descendants for-

ever And his throne as the days of heaven. (NASB, :31X2XD *Yi77-aX 12 1320 7 WX 2D
NIMR] 7D I PRIV PN 119N ONIAY T 330 K I7W-127 92 IR REO-XD A
PR NN 2R IR NI 121900 NINGI 1T 22 °ApW) 10 1R 01D "W My >Tom)
Y2 MY 22 Ny R RN 12- (W] maw 0217 13 178D Py N
DY R IR W)

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 89:22-31

89:22 Whom my hands are ready to help; truly my arm will strengthen him. 89:23 The ene-
my will not make him go astray; the son of wickedness will not afflict him. 89:24 And I will
crush his oppressors before him, and I will smite his foes. 89:25 And my truth and goodness
are with him; in the name of my word his glory will be exalted. 89:26 And I will place his
dominion at the harbors of the sea, and the might of his right hand on those who dwell by
the rivers. 89:27 He will call to me, “You are my father (abba), my God, and the strength of
my redemption.” 89:28 Also | will make him first-born of the kings of the house of Judah, the
highest of the kings of the earth. 89:29 | will preserve my goodness to him forever; and my
covenant is constant for him. 89:30 And | will set up his sons forever, and his throne for as

many days as the heavens will last. (EMC, :71°1°2°°110 V77X 072 1°7V02 13pNn T°X 7 22
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 89:21-30

89:21 For my hand shall support him; and mine arm shall strengthen him. 89:22 The enemy
shall have no advantage against him; and the son of transgression shall not hurt him again.
89:23 And I will hew down his foes before him, and put to flight those that hate him. 89:24
But my truth and my mercy shall be with him; and in my name shall his horn be exalted.
89:25 And I will set his hand in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers. 89:26 He shall
call upon me, saying, Thou art my Father, my God, and the helper of my salvation. 89:27
And | will make him my first-born, higher than the kings of the earth. 89:28 | will keep my
mercy for him for ever, and my covenant shall be firm with him. 89:29 And I will establish
his seed for ever and ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. (LXX, 89:21 1 yap y&ip pov
SLUVOVTIAMUYETOL aDT® Kol O Bpoyiov Hov KatioyOoel anTtov 89:22 o0k mpeAnoet £x0pog év
aOT@ Kol LiOg Avopiag oV TpocHncel ToD Kak®GoL ovTOV 89:23 Kol GVYKOY® TOVS £xOPOVS
aOTOD GO TPOGMITOL ATOD Kol TOVG HIGODVTOG 0D TOV Tpomtmdcopat 89:24 kai 1) AAN0g1d pov
Kol TO AedC Pov pet’ adTod Kol &v T@ Ovopati pov vymdnoetal 1o képag avtod 89:25 kai
Onoopat &v Bordoon yelpa avTod Kai &v ToTopoig de&tiv avtod 89:26 avTog EmtKaléseTol
LE TOTHP HOL &1 61 Bedg pov Kkai dvtidurtop tfig cwtpiog pov 89:27 kdyd TpmTOTOKOV
Onoopat aTov HYyMAOV Tapa Toi¢ Paciiedotv Thg YiG 89:28 &ic TOV aidva QUAGE®D adTQ TO
ELedc pov kol 1 dtebnkmn pov ot avt® 89:29 kol Ocopon gig TOV aidva Tod aidVog TO
omEPLO aTOD Kol TOV Bpdvov adTod Mg Tag NUEPAS TOD 0VPAVOD)

The psalm states, :13¥2RD *YI7-a% 92¥ 1390 >7> WX 23 89:21 With whom My hand will be established:;
My arm also will strengthen him. (NASB) “With whom My hand will be established;” this seems to be way
of saying that such is the man who has set the Lord God in heaven as His Rock, and is the One in whom
he trusts. This is a promise of God’s gracious presence in the life of the one who has placed his faith in
the Messiah Yeshua, and who seeks to walk in the Father’s ways. “My arm also will strengthen him,” is a
statement of the Lord working in the life of the believer, His support and holding him up by His power and

grace. The Targum states, :77°1°2°°71N Y7 TR 072 7°7Y02 3PN 77X °7 22 89:22 Whom my hands are ready
to help; truly my arm will strengthen him. (EMC) saying the hand of the Lord will help which is confirmed
by saying His hand will strengthen him. This shows the greatness of God and His love for us, the arm of
the Lord moves, just as He moved in the deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt. This is the manner
in which such a man calls out to the Lord, 89:26 ‘He will cry to Me, ‘You are my Father, My God, and the
rock of my salvation.” 89:27 ‘I also shall make him My firstborn, The highest of the kings of the earth. 89:28
‘My lovingkindness I will keep for him forever, And My covenant shall be confirmed to him. 89:29 “So | will
establish his descendants forever And his throne as the days of heaven. (NASB) Do you cry out to the Lord
as the Psalmist does? Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Truely You are my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation. We Praise Your Holy Name! Thank
You Lord for empowering us to live our lives for Your glory. Thank You for the joy you have placed in our
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hearts to serve and to live our lives for You. We thank You for the promises You have made and Your con-
tinued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Thank You Lord for giving us the faith to believe in Yeshua
the Messiah and for always calling our hearts back to You Lord! Please have mercy on us, forgive us for
our sins. We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the covenant of peace that
You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths

to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever
and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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