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Forgiveness, Salvation, Restoration, Parallels in the
Rabbinic Literature

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 85:1-13, the Psalm opens saying, "1 N2-°127 | 0¥112 X
2APY? [M2Y] MY naY ¥R 85:1 O Lord, You showed favor to Your land; You restored the captivity of
Jacob. (NASB) opening asking the Lord God to restore what once was, the captivity of Jacob is a reference
to all of Israel. The author gets more specific saying, NDOX 7 :7770 DNRWVI-22 D92 AV 19y DXYI 3
279X 7% 2w In12v-52 85:2 You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You covered all their sin. Se-
lah. 85:3 You withdrew all Your fury; You turned away from Your burning anger. (NASB) He says the Lord
withdrew his fury and turned away his anger, how is this so if the people are now in captivity? However
he continues saying, :3R¥Y V2 1971 1YY 708 1AW 171 85:4 Restore us, O God of our salvation, And

cause Your indignation toward us to cease. (NASB) If one is receiving the punishment for his or her sins,
is this considered the Lord turning His indignation against such a person? The psalmist continues saying,

TIO0 AV ARTT 1AM TRV 0N WA AOR-K0T T 177 777 TN TWHN N2-NI8D 0700 )

12-10R YY) 85:5 Will You be angry with us forever? Will You prolong Your anger to all generations?
85:6 Will You not Yourself revive us again, That Your people may rejoice in You? 85:7 Show us Your loving-
kindness, O Lord, And grant us Your salvation. (NASB) The restoration of Israel to the Land is synonymous

to rejoicing before the Lord because it is the fulfillment of His promises. The psalm continues saying, 0
WY PRY? 2R | AN 2 77029 12WN-0K] 1TO0-78) MY-98 D19W 13T 02 M) | ORT 12T-mn ynw
X832 7922 79W7 85:8 1 will hear what God the Lord will say; For He will speak peace to His people, to
His godly ones; But let them not turn back to folly. 85:9 Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him,
That glory may dwell in our land. (NASB) The psalm concludes saying, D17¢/) P73 1301 NOR-190 X
T2 TIY RIS T AR 0N MW 2N 1M AM-03 2 ARYI D0 PTEY MRNA TR DY 2 Py

YD 7777 oW 85:10 Lovingkindness and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed

each other. 85:11 Truth springs from the earth, And righteousness looks down from heaven. 85:12 Indeed,

the Lord will give what is good, And our land will yield its produce. 85:13 Righteousness will go before Him
And will make His footsteps into a way.(NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 85

For the director of music. Of the
Sons of Korah. 85:1 O Lord, You
showed favor to Your land; You
restored the captivity of Jacob.
85:2 You forgave the iniquity of
Your people; You covered all their
sin. Selah. 85:3 You withdrew all
Your fury; You turned away from
Your burning anger. 85:4 Restore
us, O God of our salvation, And
cause Your indignation toward
us to cease. 85:5 Will You be
angry with us forever? Will You
prolong Your anger to all gener-
ations? 85:6 Will You not Your-
self revive us again, That Your
people may rejoice in You? 85:7
Show us Your lovingkindness, O
Lord, And grant us Your salva-
tion. 85:8 I will hear what God the
Lord will say; For He will speak
peace to His people, to His godly
ones; But let them not turn back
to folly. 85:9 Surely His salvation
is near to those who fear Him,
That glory may dwell in our land.
85:10 Lovingkindness and truth
have met together; Righteousness
and peace have kissed each oth-
er. 85:11 Truth springs from the
earth, And righteousness looks
down from heaven. 85:12 Indeed,
the Lord will give what is good,
And our land will yield its pro-
duce. 85:13 Righteousness will
go before Him And will make His
footsteps into a way.(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 85

85:1 For praise; composed by the
sons of Korah; a psalm. 85:2 You
delighted, O Lord, in your land;
you brought back the captivity of
the house of Jacob. 85:3 You for-
gave the sins of your people; you
covered all their faults forever.
85:4 You withdrew all your anger;
you turned from the harshness of
your anger. 85:5 Turn to us, O
God our redemption; and revoke
your anger against us. 85:6 Can it
be that you will act harshly against
us forever? Will you prolong out
your harshness for all generations?
85:7 Will you not again revive us?
And your people will rejoice in
your word. 85:8 Show us, O Lord,
your goodness; and may your re-
demption be given to us. 85:9 1
will hear what God, the Lord, will
say; for he will speak peace to his
people and to his pious ones, and
they will not return to heathenism.
85:10 Truly his redemption is near
to those who fear him, to make
glory abide in our land. 85:11 Fa-
vor and truth meet, righteousness
and peace have joined together.
85:12 Truth grew up from the
land; and righteousness looked out
from heaven. 85:13 Also the Lord
will give what is good; and our
land will give its produce. 85:14
Righteousness will walk before
him; and he set his steps on a good
path. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 85

For the end, a Psalm for the sons
of Core. 85:1 O Lord, thou has tak-
en pleasure in thy land: thou hast
turned back the captivity of Jacob.
85:2 Thou hast forgiven thy peo-
ple their transgressions; thou has
covered all their sins. Pause. 85:3
Thou has caused all thy wrath to
cease: thou hast turned from thy
fierce anger. 85:4 Turn us, O God
of our salvation, and turn thy an-
ger away from us. 85:5 Wouldest
thou be angry with us for ever? or
wilt thou continue thy wrath from
generation to generation? 85:6 O
God, thou wilt turn and quicken
us; and thy people shall rejoice in
thee. 85:7 Shew us thy mercy, O
Lord, and grant us thy salvation.
85:8 I will hear what the Lord
God will say concerning me: for
he shall speak peace to his people,
and to his saints, and to those that
turn their heart toward him. 85:9
Moreover his salvation is near
them that fear him; that glory may
dwell in our land. 85:10 Mercy and
truth are met together: righteous-
ness and peace have kissed each
other. 85:11 Truth has sprung out
of the earth; and righteousness has
looked down from heaven. 85:12
For the Lord will give goodness;
and our land shall yield her fruit.
85:13 Righteousness shall go be-
fore him; and shall set his steps in
the way. (LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 85:1-13, the Psalm opens saying, "1 1?-°127 | %12 X
;71 For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. (NASB) According to Parashat Korach, we learn that
Korach, Datan, and Aviram were doomed to destruction and to be wiped from the face of the earth. Accord-
ing to the book of Psalms, we are told that the sons of Korach continued and therefore the line of Korach was
not utterly destroyed. In the Psalms, the Psalmist poetry on immorality and comfort are attributed to “Bnei
Korach” (117-°327) as well as other chapters authored by Assaf, who was also a descendant of Korach.
Based upon the psalms, Korach’s family was not completely destroyed when the ground swallowed them
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whole. The Torah tells us in the Book of Devarim / Deuteronomy that ““the sons of Korach did not die.”
(see Bamidbar / Numbers 26:11-21) So the question is what was the cause of their survival? How did they
survive their doomed position? The rabbis according to the rabbinic literature offer us some explanation on
what happened to the sons of Korach. The Midrash and the Talmud tell us that the sons of Korach did not
fall all the way down into the bowels of the earth. We read based upon the Torah the following:

Bamidbar / Numbers 16:23-27

16:23 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 16:24 ‘Speak to the congregation, saying, ‘Get
back from around the dwellings of Korah, Dathan and Abiram.”* 16:25 Then Moses arose
and went to Dathan and Abiram, with the elders of Israel following him, 16:26 and he spoke
to the congregation, saying, ‘Depart now from the tents of these wicked men, and touch noth-
ing that belongs to them, or you will be swept away in all their sin.” 16:27 So they got back
from around the dwellings of Korah, Dathan and Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram came out
and stood at the doorway of their tents, along with their wives and their sons and their little
ones. (NASB)

According to Bamidbar / Numbers 16:1-2, the Reubenite Ohn son of Peleth joined Korah’s conspiracy,
however, according to the biblical text, he is missing from the account of the people going down to the
earth. Interestingly enough, unlike Datan, and Aviram and their families, there is no indication as to what
happened to Ohn ben Peleth and his family. Quite simply, he seems to have vanished from the story. The
Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 109b noticed that Ohn was missing in the narrative and developed an amazing
““story behind the story’” the explanation of what took place.

Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 109b

Rav said: Ohn, the son of Peleth, was saved by his wife. She said to him, “Why do you care
whether the one [Moshe] remains master or the other [Korach] becomes master, you will still
remain but a disciple.”” He replied, “But what can | do? | have taken part in their counsel,
and they have sworn me [to be] with them.” (°R72 71°% 772X IN°XT NWR 179 12 X 27
XY ORIT TR ORA 72 MR RTAPN NIR 727 97 OR) RTAPD NIR 727 0 0K 07 T Xpol

1777772 09 SYANwR))

So the idea here is that the wife of Ohn convinced Ohn ben Peleth of the irrational behavior and the futility
of participating in the uprising with Korach, Datan, and Aviram. The lesson is no matter how deep we have
gotten ourselves into trouble (they have sworn me [to be] with them, 1777772 °2 >Y2NWRY) we always have
the opportunity to repent and turn from the former ways. The Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 109b continues say-
ing the following:

Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 109b

She said, “I know that they [kal Yisrael] are all a holy community,” as it is written, ““... for
the entire congregation are all holy, and the L-rd is in their midst.”” (16:3) [So,] she con-
tinued, “Sit here and | will save you.” She gave him wine to drink, caused him to become
intoxicated, and laid him down within [the tent where he passed out]. Then she sat down at
the entrance of the tent and loosened [and uncovered] her hair. Whoever came [to summon
him to join the rebellion] saw her and retreated. (XNW TP RNW1D 72137 XIWT 7°7 72K
TPPWR T2 RIP°EM RIXT 210 799 7K DOWITR 0210 7790 2200 (3,70 02712) 22007 1)

X22 DY 720K ORI TNYARY TNMRY XO00)

The thing that Ohn ben Peleth wife did to her hair and the response shows the diverse socio-religious and
symbolic value of the hair in Judaism. In the Talmud hair covering was not only a fashion or a custom, but
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was objectified as a rule and regulation for women to follow as a religious obligation. The rabbinic literature
of the Middle Ages further reinforced women’s hair covering as an integral part of Jewish religious obser-
vance, therefore, by her lowering her hair, those who passed by would be perceiving something about her re-
ligious observance and turn away. His wife was essentially taking the shame upon herself for her husband in
order to save his life. An so his wife caused her husband to drink wine and fall asleep, while Korach, Data,
and Aviram were deep in the earth. As a result, Ohn ben Peleth entire family survived. Midrash Rabbah
(Vilna), Parashat Korach, 18, uses this opportunity to praise Ohn’s wife for saving her entire family saying,
“*The wisest of women - each one built her house’ [Sefer Mishle 14:1] — this refers to Ohn’s wife.”” The
phrase in the midrash used to describe the rescue is as “a place fortified for them above Gehinom’ where
they were able to survive. The Midrash tells us that their voices could be heard saying, ‘““Moshe is true and
his Torah is true.” These men were given the ability to rethink their positions and prejudices and so the sons
of Korach were saved from death and from being wiped from the face of the earth. In this rethinking and
proclamation of truth, they were able to climb out of the pit when they realized how wrong their father had
been. They stated loud and honestly that Moshe was right and true and that they and their father were false
and wrong. And so the Midrashic and Talmudic conclusion is that in honesty and truth, ““the sons of Korach

did not die.” (Bamidbar / Numbers 26:11-21) This may be why the Aramaic Targum states, 7V X72w9 X

:X72AWIN 7P 2327 10070 85:1 For praise; composed by the sons of Korah; a psalm. (EMC) The sons of
Korach praised the Lord for having the truth revealed to them at the last moment which resulted in their
salvation. This has a parallel to the thief on the cross type of situation. The point is though it is not good
to wait until the last moment to embrace the truth, it is better to walk in the way of the Lord and be satisfied
with His presence in our lives, than to live a life of sin and rebellion.

77777

85:1 O Lord, You showed favor to Your land; You restored the captivity of Jacob. (NASB) asking the Lord
God to restore what once was, the captivity of Jacob is a reference to all of Israel. What has occurred is the
Lord has brought upon Israel the consequences of her sins, and thus has gathered the respect of her people.
As a result of this, the rabbis say in the Mishnah Pirkei Avot 1:3, “Antigonos, man of Sokho, received from
Shimon the Righteous. He would say, Do not be as servants who are serving the master in order to receive a
reward, rather be as servants who are serving the master not in order to receive a reward; and may the fear
of Heaven be upon you.” (PWRYRI 227282 100 PR ,I0IR 700 RIT .P2787 19vnn Hap 1910 UK 030N
DY R 0,079 2227 NIn Y XPY 207 DY PURYR 007392 NF XI¥ 079 22p7 Nin P¥ 277 MY
:02°7Y) Rambam explains the Mishnah as teaching us we should not serve God so that He will do kindness
and favors for us, but rather we should serve God out of love. According to this, the parable given in the
Mishnah is very precise, not only does it say that the servant should not serve the master to receive benefits,
but the servant should do it out of love for the master. Additional commentary on the Mishnah says the
following:

Tosafot Yom Tov on Mishnah Avot 1:3, Part 5

“and may the fear of Heaven be upon you:” Rabbi Bartenura explained that *““the one who
serves out of fear is careful concerning negative commandments™ and so [too] did Rambam
explain. And according to what | wrote above, [this statement] is itself a condition of the one
who serves from love. And that which they called God, may He be blessed, with the name,
“Heaven,” is to say that this fear should not be be a fear of punishment, which is also a su-
perficial service and it carries some personal interest. But [rather] the fear that they warned
about is a fear (awe) of His greatness, may He be blessed. And this was taught by the name,
“Heaven,” since His greatness and power are apparent there though the creatures of the
heavens and all of their multitudes and their movements, without a doubt. So does it appear
to me.

Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry 5



Rambam Mishneh Torah, Repentance 10:4

The First Sages said (Nedarim 62a), ““Lest you will say, ‘behold I will study Torah in order
that | will become rich, in order that I will be called ‘rabbi,” in order that I will receive re-
ward in the World to Come,’ [the verse comes to] teach [the opposite, when it] says (Deuter-
onomy 11:13), to love the Lord - everything that you do, you should only do out of love.”” And
the sages also said (Avodah Zara 19a), “Greatly desire His commandments, not the reward
of His commandments.” And so would the greatest Sages especially command their most
understanding and brightest students (Avot 1:3), “’Do not be like slaves, that serve their
master, etc.,” but rather, because He is the Master, it is fitting to serve him.”” That is to say,
““serve Him out of love.

The conclusion from both the Mishnah and the commentary is to serve the Lord God in heaven because of
our love for Him, and not for the purpose of obtaining a reward. This is known as ““the fear of Heaven,” to
be careful concerning the negative mitzvot, but also to be careful not to be fearful simply because of pun-
ishment, because that is a superficial service and carries personal interests. All that we do is to be motivated
out of love for the Lord and for others. This is why Yeshua said that all of the mitzvot hang upon the Love
of God and Love for our neighbors. Therefore we should seek to motivate ourselves to love one another and
to love the Lord God in heaven.

The sons of Korach in the Psalm get more specific saying, 7 :7770 DONXWI-22 N°©3 7HY 19 DNXWI 3
sin. Selah. 85:3 You withdrew all Your fury; You turned away from Your burning anger. (NASB) He says
the Lord withdrew his fury and turned away his anger, how is this so if the people are now in captivity?

The Aramaic Targum states, XN2N TT317 29 ROWID T :Puvyh NAPROM 93 RN°03 TaYT 210 XNPaw 3

277 /PN 1 85:3 You forgave the sins of your people; you covered all their faults forever. 85:4 You
withdrew all your anger; you turned from the harshness of your anger. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 85:2
aefKag T avopiag T@® Aad cov EkdAvyag Tacag Tag auaptiog avTtdv dtyoiua 85:3 Katémovcag tacov
MV OpyNV 6oL anéotpeyag amo opyhg Bupod cov 85:2 Thou hast forgiven thy people their transgressions;
thou has covered all their sins. Pause. 85:3 Thou has caused all thy wrath to cease: thou hast turned from

thy fierce anger. (LXX) The word X3 means ““to bear, to carry, to deliver (a speech, address, prayer), to
suffer, to tolerate,”” which is translated as to forgive; the Lord forgave the iniquity of His people by bearing
their iniquity. It is interesting how this word is used meaning to bear, or carry, suggests a sort of elevating or
lifting up. The point is that God is not lifting or elevating the sin, but rather He is lifting and elevating His
ability to forgive. This is illustrated in the rabbinic commentary Akeidat Yitzchak.

Akeidat Yitzchak 54:83

At any rate, the comment *““I will grant grace to whomsoever | shall decide to grant grace to,”
is the reference to the instruction in the thirteen attributes as outlined in the Talmud Rosh
Hashanah 17. Rabbi Yonathan comments there that if it had not been for that verse, | would
not have been permitted to explain it in that vein. G’d instructed Moses how to pray, wore
a tallit and showed Moses that whenever Israel sinned, he should likewise drape himself in
such a prayer shawl and G’d would be willing to forgive Israel. Rabbi Yehudah says that
G’d made a contract with Moses that he would not return empty handed from any entreaty
incorporating mention of G’ds thirteen attributes. This is the meaning of “Here | conclude a
covenant in the presence of the people.” (34, 10)

Akeidat Yitzchak 54:99

The tenth, eleventh and twelfth attributes ““nosseh avon, va- fesha, ve-chata-ah,” i.e. com-
muting various types of sins to levels that deserve less severe punishment, is usually under-
stood as follows. avon is the sin committed deliberately, pesha is the sin that is committed to
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show one’s rebellion against G’ds legislation, whereas chata-ah is a sin committed uninten-
tionally. During the episode of the golden calf, all three kinds of sin were committed. At any
rate, G’d did not employ these attributes to forgive, merely to delay the punishment due for
those sins, i.e. nosse, ““carries.”” The punishment was meted out at another place at another
time.

Akeidat Yitzchak 54:105

We feel that there should not be a comma, that the whole expression is a single attribute,
which is used in conjunction with any of the attributes ten, eleven or twelve. It means that
G’d tolerates certain sins from time to time, without granting total forgiveness, since true
pardon cannot take place without simultaneous repentance. Baba Kama 50, states that he
who claims that G’d overlooks things, (ignores a sin completely) will cause his own life to
be ignored. Psalms 25,8,states that “G’d is good and straightforward,” meaning that He
teaches the ways of repentance to sinners even after they have sinned.

Isaac ben Moses Arama (1420-1494) was a Spanish rabbi and author, he began as a principal of a rabbini-
cal academy at Zamora; then he became a rabbi and preacher for the community at Tarragona, and later for
those in Fraga in Aragon. He also led as head of the Talmudic academy in Calatayud. Upon the expulsion
of'the Jews in 1492, Arama settled in Naples, where he died in 1494. Arama is the author of the commentary
titled Akedat Yizchak (Binding of Isaac). Akeidat Yitzchak states the obvious, the Lord will grant grace
(mercy) to whomever he chooses. He comments on the types of sins, and that the Lord does not forgive
merely for the purpose of delaying the punishment. Forgiveness is coupled with repentance, and the Lord
overlooks some things, meaning that He does not bring judgment immediately for the purpose of allowing a
man to recognize the error of his ways and turn from his wicked ways. Moshe seeks the Lord’s forgiveness
of the people according to Bamidbar / Numbers 14:19 in which Sforno explains in the following way.

Bamidbar / Numbers 14:19
14:19 Pardon, | pray Thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of Thy
lovingkindness, and according as Thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.’

(KIV,:37 791 027800 1{0 0Y7 10X WK 7790 2732 717 07 1I¥2 RIT20)

Sforno on Genesis 32:11, Part 2

N 2om), the good You did for me on account of the merit of my father and grandfather.
Seeing that You have already seen fit to treat me well beyond my deserts, | beg of You to con-

tinue to do so. Our regular prayers reflect this sentiment when we use the expression 27130

770, “in accordance with the greatness of Your kindness.” Moses used this expression in
Numbers 14:19 when praying for forgiveness of the people after the debacle with the spies.

The expression 701 27132 illustrates for us what Moshe believed about the greatness of God, that His at-
tribute of Khesed (grace, mercy) is what is called upon for forgiveness, and to recognize the significance of
those who have gone before us, our parents, who raised us to be faithful to God’s word. God’s forgiveness

is not dependent upon our own merits or the merit of our parents, the forgiveness is attributed to X2 to
bear, or carry, elevating or lifting up, that God is lifting and elevating His ability to forgive. The Lord God
in heaven is merciful and we can be confident in that aspect of His character.

The Author of the Psalm continues saying, :11Y JOV2 197] 1YY °798 1121 17 85:4 Restore us, O

God of our salvation, And cause Your indignation toward us to cease. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states,

IRIA RINOY I POV RAIPTID RAPK RIMYD 21 77 85:5 Turn to us, O God our redemption; and revoke
your anger against us. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 85:5 un €ig tov aidva 0pytodnon Muiv | dtatevelg v
Opynv cov amo yevedg eig yevedv 85:4 Turn us, O God of our salvation, and turn thy anger away from us.
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(LXX) If one is receiving the punishment for his or her sins, is this considered the Lord turning His indigna-
tion against such a person? The point is to persevere in seeking to do what is right, and to cultivate a heart
that longs for the presence of God. Israel had been given the opportunity to draw near, but went astray after
foreign gods. As a result, she received the consequences of her sins and the psalmist asks the Lord to restore
Israel to the Land. The rabbis of the Mishnah offer advice on preventing these things from happening again
saying according to the Mishnah Pirkei Avot 4:11.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 4:11

Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says: One who does a single commandment acquires a single de-
fender. One who does a single sin acquires a single prosecutor. Repentance and good deeds
are like a shield against punishment. Rabbi Yochanan the shoemaker says: Every gathering
that is for the sake of Heaven, its end is to endure. And every gathering that is not for the

sake of Heaven, its end is not to endure. (77337 ,NNAR 7I%2 WV, MR 2PY° 12 799K 20
°192 0°ND, 2°2I0 2OWYM IWN.IAR NIVP 19 AP LNNKR 702V 2L IR 1HPI0 10
QWL IPKRWY. 2PN 7910 ,0°0W QWY ROTW 012 93 ,IMIR 1971077 1M1 020, MY
2OPNAY 7910 PR, DONY)

The one who does a single mitzvah acquires a defender. What does this mean? This suggests that by obey-
ing God’s word, we have a testimony that will stand and speak on our behalf. On the other hand, the one
who commits a single sin acquires a prosecutor, where in similar fashion, the sin will stand up and speak of
what we had done, our sins will not be hidden (see Luke 12:3). They conclude that Teshuvah and maasim
tovim are like a shield against punishment. If Israel had offered Teshuvah and performed maasim tovim,
she would not have had been led into captivity. This is sound advice for us, that we should continue seeking
the Lord God in heaven daily in the Messiah Yeshua, and practice our faith by the application of Torah, to
do what is just, and true, and right.
The psalmist continues saying, T2¥) 13200 23WA 7AR-82T T :97]1 777 798 TR 12-0I80 021v570
2I2-1AR YY) TI90 I ART 1 :T2-W° 85:5 Will You be angry with us forever? Will You prolong
Your anger to all generations? 85:6 Will You not Yourself revive us again, That Your people may rejoice in
You? 85:7 Show us Your lovingkindness, O Lord, And grant us Your salvation. (NASB) The restoration of
Israel to the Land is synonymous to rejoicing before the Lord because it is the fulfillment of His promises.

The Aramaic Targum states, =% 1171 7Y KIN° 1N 230N DX Xo7 T T M0 T92IN MVIN T°AIN

:NI7 277°N 27°0°N JIPTDY T I RINY MR 170 85:6 Can it be that you will act harshly against us
forever? Will you prolong out your harshness for all generations? 85:7 Will you not again revive us? And
your people will rejoice in your word. 85:8 Show us, O Lord, your goodness; and may your redemption be
given to us. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 85:5 un €ig tov aidva 0pylebnion fuiv fj doteveic v OpynRv
o0V Amo yevVedS €l yevedv 85:6 0 Bed¢ oV emotpéyag (odoelg Nag kol 0 Aadg cov evepavincetat £mi 6ol
85:7 d&i€ov Muiv kVpie O EAeOS GOV Kol TO cwTPLOV 6oL ddng Huiv 85:5 Wouldest thou be angry with us
for ever? or wilt thou continue thy wrath from generation to generation? 85:6 O God, thou wilt turn and
quicken us; and thy people shall rejoice in thee. 85:7 Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us thy salvation.
(LXX) Note how the MT states that the purpose of restoration is to be able to rejoice in the Lord, the Septu-
agint states the same. The Targum states so the people can rejoice in the word of the Lord. Rejoicing in the
word is possible when the promises of the Lord come true. The rabbis summarize the situation according to
Ein Yaakov commentary on Taanit 1:33, and Rambam’s Mishneh Torah on Repentance.

Ein Yaakov on Taanit 1:33

R Ami said again : ““Rain falls only for the sake of those who have faith in God; as it is
said (Ps. 85:12) Truth springeth out of the earth and righteousness hath looked down from
heaven.” R. Jochanan said : “He who makes himself righteous (strives for righteousness)
[here] below, is judged righteously (strictly) above; as it is said: “Truth springeth out of the
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earth and righteousness hath looked down from heaven.”” R. Chiya b. Abin, in the name of R.
Huna, made the same inference from the following (Ps. 90:11) Which is like the fear of thee.
Resh Lakish made the inference from the following (Is 64, 4) Thou acceptest him that joyfully
worked righteousness, those that remembered Thee in Thy ways; behold, thou wast wroth,
and we sinned upon them have we stayed of old, that we might be saved?

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 2:10

(10) It is forbidden for a person to be cruel and not make amends; instead, a person should
get appeased easily and get angry slowly. And at the moment when the sinner asks for for-
giveness — forgive with a whole heart and a desirous soul. And even if he pained him and
sinned against him many times, he should not take revenge or hold a grudge -- that is the way
of the Children of Israel and their correct hearts. But the nations of uncircumcised heart are
not so, but are rather (Amos 1:11) ““and he kept his wrath for ever.”” And similarly it is said
about the Gibonites, who did not forgive Israel, (Il Samuel 21:2) ““the Gibonites are not of

the children of Israel” [because they do not forgive, a sign of cruelty]. (ni>7% QX7 70K ()
292 nin Dnn? RYing 13nn W2y nywar ov? awp) N7 011 R KON 07807 X7 1IN
W Y7 PW 0207 N e X9 oy K7 2 19 Ko 19 780 19980 gon way ooy
KA 121783 W [IN7291] (073y1) XP 12 130K 22 7279 202912 °72W7 228 11547 037)
N PR "33 XY 07923 107901 K21 370n Koy 07 D1 7Y mix)

The point is that the faithful will seek the Lord God in heaven, and strive for the righteousness of God. Not
only do those who have faith seek the righteousness of God, they also seek this with the joy of the Lord,
the joy of knowing the Lord is pleased, as the rabbis say in the Targum, “your people will rejoice in your
word” (Tehillim / Psalms 85:7). Rambam states that the Lord does not want a man to be cruel. This was the
behavior of the people before the exile, they were cruel to one another, they did not seek to make amends,
they were quick to get angry and find retribution (revenge). Rambam believes the Torah teaches us the Lord
is looking for a man who is gentle, slow to anger, and quick to make amends, and to “forgive with a whole
heart and a desirous soul. And even if he pained him and sinned against him many times, he should not take
revenge or hold a grudge...” This is very similar to what Yeshua taught in Matthew 5:39 and Luke 6:29,
“But | say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to
him also. (NASB) The prophet Isaiah states in Isaiah 32:17 And the work of righteousness shall be peace;
And the effect of righteousness quietness and confidence for ever. (KJV)
The psalm continues saying, 3232°-7X8] P7°010-78) ¥2¥-28 0i2¢ 127 92 7170 | 2R3 1270-72 TynUR 0
AIXIND 7922 1AW WY PRPY 297 | I8 0 29937 85:8 | will hear what God the Lord will say; For He
will speak peace to His people, to His godly ones; But let them not turn back to folly. 85:9 Surely His salva-
tion is near to those who fear Him, That glory may dwell in our land. (NASB) The salvation of God is near
to those who fear Him. Shney Luchot Habrit commentary has the following to say:

Shney Luchot HaBrit Eikev, Torah Ohr 60
We are told by Rabbi Ami in Taanit 8 that rain is granted to earth only on account of *2v2

manR, people who keep promises made in business life. He supports this with the quotation
from Psalms 85:12 ““Justice looks down from Heaven.”” The supply of rain is considered an

act of 727X. On the previous folio Rav Shilo, quoting Rav Hamnuna said that rain is withheld

only on account of 0°19 °1Y, insolent people, people with a brazen forehead. The connection
between the forehead and insolence is supported by several verses from the Bible.

The rabbis say that justice looks down from heaven, and rain is supplied due to the righteous deeds of the
people. Note the psalmist connection between the fear of the Lord and the glory of God dwelling in the land
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and then the rabbinic commentary on righteous deeds. These things suggest that unrighteous deeds drive
the presence of God away.

The psalm concludes saying, D37 PT¥) M2¥A PN MY 2 3P0 0190 PT8 1W/393 MN)-To0 X0

PRYD 077 AW 770 1107 PIY T 1A IR XN 20T 102 AT-03 2 :ARW1 85:10 Lovingkindness
and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 85:11 Truth springs from the
earth, And righteousness looks down from heaven. 85:12 Indeed, the Lord will give what is good, And our
land will yield its produce. 85:13 Righteousness will go before Him And will make His footsteps into a way.
(NASB) According to the rabbinic understanding of the Torah, righteousness is what is known as the act of

charity (77?7X¥). Notice what Shney Luchot HaBrit says concerning charity.

Shney Luchot HaBrit, Ki Teitzei, Torah Ohr 146
The weapon of charity is also alluded to in a Biblical passage describing soldiers going into

battle. Psalms 85:14 speaks of: 1°"MyD 7172 QW™ 21> 17192 PT¥, “Charity goes before

him as he sets out on his way.” We also have a verse in Exodus 30:12 %51 9512 W°K 1101,
suggesting that a man can use his charitable gifts to help him overcome his bloodguilt, i.e. to
save him from danger in war. The fact that only men over the age of twenty had to make this
contribution is a clear indication that once one is of military age it may become a life-saver.

The idea here is that charity (i127X) is considered a weapon. Is this what the Apostle Paul meant when he
wrote what he did in Romans 12:20 ““... If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something
to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”” (NIV)? This is very similar to what David
and his men did before entering into battle, they would sanctify themselves. The point was so even in battle
the presence of God could be felt empowering him to fight. This illustrates for us the extent at which we are
we are to live for the Lord, in all situations and all circumstances, He should come first in our lives. This is
why Yeshua said what he did in Luke 9:26 and Matthew 10:32 regarding being ashamed of him before men.
We are called to be lights unto the world of the righteousness of God. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We glorify Your Holy Name! We thank You for Your grace, love, and glory, and the mercies You show
us each day. Thank You for the joy you have placed in our hearts to serve you and to live our lives for you.
The Scriptures say that we can know that You are present in our lives. We thank You for the promises You
have made and Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Thank You Lord for giving us the
faith to believe in Yeshua the Messiah and for always calling our hearts back to You Lord! Please have
mercy on us, forgive us for our sins. We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter
into the covenant of peace that You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in
the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and
the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!
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Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

sk ok ok sk sk oskoskosk ok sk sk oskoskoskosk ook sk sk sk sk sk sk ook sk oskosk sk sk ok ook sk sk sk sk ok ok ok sk sk

STV QWYL WA TR YWY 11921 1171 1IRY 190
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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