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More about the Testimony, the Righteous, and the Unrighteous

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 79:1-13, the psalm opens saying, X2 0°7778 AOX7 1A X
:0%YY QPWI-NR 1AW TWTR 22°0-NK IR AN | 0233 4 Psalm for Asaph. 79:1 O God, the nations
have invaded Your inheritance; They have defiled Your holy temple; They have laid Jerusalem in ruins.
(NASB) This seems to be a description of the result of the Babylonian siege of the city and the Temple.

Asaph continues saying, D7 109% 3 :7IR-I0°0% 9°7°00 w32 0w AivY Pa87 T°72Y N221-N% AN 2
:21P 1RY 09U NI 000D | 79:2 They have given the dead bodies of Your servants for food to the
birds of the heavens, The flesh of Your godly ones to the beasts of the earth. 79:3 They have poured out their
blood like water round about Jerusalem; And there was no one to bury them. (NASB) He describes a great
slaughter. He says, WX-113 y2n ng;j [IRAD 7 AN-TY 0 ;q;smy;@? D’?P'l Ao 43’39277 a9 AT T
-N¥) 2PY-NY POR-D T IR KXY TRWR WR NIDRn PV TWT-XD W DYIA3-9% 000 TV 1 A0NIp
MW WM 79:4 We have become a reproach to our neighbors, A scoffing and derision to those around us. 79:5 How
long, O Lord? Will You be angry forever? Will Your jealousy burn like fire? 79:6 Pour out Your wrath upon the nations
which do not know You, And upon the kingdoms which do not call upon Your name. 79:7 For they have devoured Ja-
cob And laid waste his habitation. (NASB) How does destruction cause the nation to become a reproach to their

neighbors? Asaph pleads saying, MY 1 :TR% 11997 93 o007 1WINTRY 00 DOIWRY MY 17-021A-9K 1
W TYRY INRON-2Y 1921 WRT THW-7129 127-5Y 1YY TN

X | 9:8 Do not remember the iniquities of
our forefathers against us, Let Your compassion come quickly to meet us, For we are brought very low. 79:9
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name,; And deliver us and forgive our sins for Your
name’s sake. (NASB) He states, T°72¥-07 NRp1 31°1V7 [20132] 0232 v71° 07°028 7oK 0290 1KY | nnh
DN2T OR°M-78 DINYAW IPIW? WM 20 10N 32 NI TP 2732 1OR NI TI07 XA X0 wwn
D1TR IO WK 79:10 Why should the nations say, ‘Where is their God?’ Let there be known among the nations in
our sight, Vengeance for the blood of Your servants which has been shed. 79:11 Let the groaning of the prisoner come
before You,; According to the greatness of Your power preserve those who are doomed to die. 79:12 And return to our
neighbors sevenfold into their bosom The reproach with which they have reproached You, O Lord. (NASB) Asaph
concludes saying, :JN770 7901 77 777 027 19 731 00V IRXY | TR MR 3 79:13 So we Your
people and the sheep of Your pasture Will give thanks to You forever, To all generations we will tell of Your
praise. (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 79

A Psalm for Asaph. 79:1 O God,
the nations have invaded Your inher-
itance; They have defiled Your holy
temple; They have laid Jerusalem in
ruins. 79:2 They have given the dead
bodies of Your servants for food to the
birds of the heavens, The flesh of Your
godly ones to the beasts of the earth.
79:3 They have poured out their blood
like water round about Jerusalem; And
there was no one to bury them. 79:4
We have become a reproach to our
neighbors, A scoffing and derision
to those around us. 79:5 How long,
O Lord? Will You be angry forever?
Will Your jealousy burn like fire? 79:6
Pour out Your wrath upon the nations
which do not know You, And upon the
kingdoms which do not call upon Your
name. 79:7 For they have devoured
Jacob And laid waste his habitation.
79:8 Do not remember the iniquities
of our forefathers against us; Let Your
compassion come quickly to meet us,
For we are brought very low. 79:9
Help us, O God of our salvation, for
the glory of Your name; And deliver us
and forgive our sins for Your name’s
sake. 79:10 Why should the nations
say, ‘Where is their God?’ Let there be
known among the nations in our sight,
Vengeance for the blood of Your ser-
vants which has been shed. 79:11 Let
the groaning of the prisoner come be-
fore You; According to the greatness
of Your power preserve those who are
doomed to die. 79:12 And return to our
neighbors sevenfold into their bosom
The reproach with which they have
reproached You, O Lord. 79:13 So we
Your people and the sheep of Your pas-
ture Will give thanks to You forever;
To all generations we will tell of Your
praise. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 79

79:1 A psalm composed by Asaph about
the destruction of the Temple. He said in
the spirit of prophecy: O God, the Gen-
tiles are entering your inheritance; they
have defiled your holy temple, they have
made Jerusalem a desolation. 79:2 They
have given the bodies of your servants
to the birds of heaven for food, the flesh
of your pious ones to the wild beasts.
79:3 They have poured out their blood
like water around Jerusalem, and there
is none to bury. 79:4 We have become
a disgrace to our neighbors, a subject
of scorn and mockery to our surround-
ings. 79:5 How long, O Lord, will you
be fierce — forever? [How long] will
your zeal burn like fire? 79:6 Pour out
your wrath on the Gentiles who have
not known you, and on the kingdoms
who have not prayed in your name. 79:7
For they have destroyed the house of
Jacob, and made desolate his sanctuary.
79:8 Do not remember against us tres-
passes which were from the beginning;
in haste, may your favors go before us,
for we have become very destitute. 79:9
Help us, O God our redemption, because
of your glorious name; and redeem us,
and atone for our sins, for the sake of
your name. 79:10 Why should the Gen-
tiles say, “Where is their God?” Let the
punishment for the blood of your ser-
vants that has been spilled be revealed
in our sight among the Gentiles. 79:11
Let the groan of the prisoners come be-
fore you like the great strength of your
arm; release the children who have been
handed over to death. 79:12 And give
back to our neighbors a seven-fold re-
quital for the punishment of their oaths,
and the aspersions they cast on you, O
Lord. 79:13 But we are your people, and
the sheep of your pasture; we will give
thanks in your presence forever; for all
generations we will recite your praise.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 79

A Psalm for Asaph. 79:1 O God, the
heathen are come into thine inheri-
tance; they have polluted thy holy tem-
ple; they have made Jerusalem a store-
house of fruits. 79:2 They have given
the dead bodies of thy servants to be
food for the birds of the sky, the flesh of
thy holy ones for the wild beasts of the
earth. 79:3 They have shed their blood
as water, round about Jerusalem; and
there was none to bury them. 79:4 We
are become a reproach to our neigh-
bours, a scorn and derision to them that
are round about us. 79:5 How long,
O Lord? wilt thou be angry for ever?
shall thy jealousy burn like fire? 79:6
Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen
that have not known thee, and upon the
kingdoms which have not called upon
thy name. 79:7 For they have devoured
Jacob, and laid his place waste. 79:8
Remember not our old transgressions;
let thy tender mercies speedily prevent
us; for we are greatly impoverished.
79:9 Help us, O God our Saviour; for
the glory of thy name, O Lord, deliv-
er us; and be merciful to our sins, for
thy name’s sake. 79:10 Lets haply they
should say among the heathen, Where
is their God? and let the avenging of
thy servant’s blood that has been shed
be known among the heathen before
our eyes. 79:11 Let the groaning of the
prisoners come in before thee; accord-
ing to the greatness of thine arm pre-
serve the sons of the slain ones. 79:12
Repay to our neighbors sevenfold
into their bosom their reproach, with
which they have reproached thee, O
Lord. 79:13 For we are thy people and
the sheep of thy pasture; we will give
thee thanks for ever; we will declare
thy praise throughout all generations.
(LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 79:1-13, the psalm opens saying, X2 D°778 AOK7 1A K
:0YY DPWIN-NR MY JYTR 22°0-NR IRNY 09012 | 0233 A Psalm for Asaph. 79:1 O God (Q°712R), the
nations have invaded (233 IR3) Your inheritance (AN7T332); They have defiled (\R1YQ) Your holy temple (-N¥
YR 920, They have laid Jerusalem in ruins (D*¥5 D2WI-NY). (NASB) We are told that this Psalm is
composed by Asaph and he seems to be speaking to the Lord about what is taking place in Jerusalem. Note
that the Aramaic Targum states, 1°2¥ Q°7728 7R121 N2 MR RWTPRA N2 12770 5V HOKRT 17 %Y RN2AWN K
PTED 17X ORWINY N0 IR WP 9970 N7 1R TNIOARIRMAY RNV 79:1 A psalm composed by Asaph
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about the destruction of the Temple. He said in the spirit of prophecy: O God, the Gentiles are entering your
inheritance; they have defiled your holy temple, they have made Jerusalem a desolation. (EMC) The rabbis
say specifically this psalm is a description of the result of the Babylonian siege of the city and the Temple.
Notice how the nations are said to have come into God’s inheritance and made the holy place to be unclean.
The Apostolic Writings places great emphasis upon the “inheritance” just as we read the great emphasis
that is shown in the Torah on the inheritance for God’s people. As part of God’s family, we share in the
blessings of Abraham (Galatians 4:7). The Apostle Paul said the following in Ephesians 1:18-23.

Ephesians 1:18-23

1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is
the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,
1:19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in
accordance with the working of the strength of His might 1:20 which He brought about in
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly
places 1:21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that
is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 1:22 And He put all things in sub-
Jjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 1:23 which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. (NASB)

Notice how Paul says “the riches of the glory of His inheritance IN the saints...” Paul describes the inher-
itance of the Messiah is in the saints, which is similar to Asaph’s words speaking of God’s inheritance in
which the enemy has invaded. He also speaks of the power and authority the Lord God has placed in the
name of Yeshua, and how the enemy has been defeated in the Messiah, all of these things are given to us
as we abide in Him, the Messiah. Paul also tells us that as being part of the family of God, we are given
“the riches of his grace (mercy) ... kindness ... patience ... glory ... wisdom ... and power ~ (Ephesians 1:7,
Romans 2:4, 9:23, 11:33, and Ephesians 3:16 and 2:4). We also one day will receive eternal life and the
Lord places His Spirit inside of us as a way to show His desire to dwell in our midst, that He will be our
guide and will work in our lives to change us from the inside out. The inheritance the Lord provides us is
priceless, it is righteous and pure, and nobody can take this inheritance from us, it cannot be destroyed by
war or economic disaster.

Notice something from the rabbinic literature, the rabbis teach that what is given with love is sustained
through love. For example, the dissemination of Torah through copying and remixing is endangered when
its sources are co-modified and controlled by private interests.

Mishnah Avot 5:17

Whenever love depends upon something and it passes, then the love passes away too. But if
love does not depend upon some ulterior interest then the love will never pass away. What is
an example of the love which depended upon some material advantage? That of Amnon for

Tamar. And what is an example of the love which did not depend upon some ulterior interest?
That of David and Jonathan.

DWW P02 AN, 1272 AN APRYY . 7 IGN 703, 137 203, 1272 TN XY 737N 22
03I T NIIN N, 03T AN0D APRYT 0] RN NI I, 1373 70007 130X X7 IN

Notice how they say that love should not be based upon an ulterior interest. The Lord does not have an ul-
terior interest, His love is pure for us and thus His blessings are for our benefit due to his mercy and grace.
In addition, the transmission of Torah requires open uninterrupted channels for dissemination.

Olam, Netiv Hatorah 7:3.
If one studies Torah only for oneself, then they set a limit upon what they might uncover,
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alone. And this is a shame, since the attribute of lovingkindness (hesed, grace) in Torah is
without limit. Therefore, study Torah in order to teach others in order for the study to attach
itself to hesed (grace).

TRY,7292 198X DRYAL 7770 WK 709 D123 w0 AT 0272 198K INw 7707 712 OR
X7 TR 27K BWONA 77N TIN? IWRIT D123 992 LwdHNR TONIW TON NN RIPNY MIXRI
701 NN

Note the context of the Torah (7171077) and grace (7077), in the sense that the one who studies Torah is not to
keep it to one’s self, the Torah is meant for sharing, and this is done within the attribute of lovingkindness

(701, hesed, grace) towards others. These are important points since the purpose of studying God’s word is
for the purpose of grace, in the sense that what we learn we should share with others.

Asaph in his psalm appears to be describing to the Lord what is taking place in Jerusalem. He seems
to be reminding God of what is taking place, as if He does not know what is happening saying, “O God,
the heathen are come into thine inheritance” (Tehillim / Psalm 74:2 and 78:62). According to the Psalm,

Israel is “God’s inheritance” and that His holy temple has been defiled, made unclean (3X720) or impure.
The Babylonians entered into the temple. Their setting their feet in the temple defiled the holy place. When
one would go up to the temple to worship, he or she would separate themselves in Teshuvah, perform a
mikvah in repentance, and seek the Lord in the humbleness of heart. The Babylonians do no such thing,
they go up and defile the place with their blood stained hands and feet. They break in without reverence for
the Lord and seize the temple treasures and ornaments (Jeremiah 52:17-23), and then set fire to that sacred

place (Jeremiah 52:13). We are told that they laid Jerusalem in ruins (2%¥7 02W1’-NX). This was done
as prophesied according to Jeremiah 9:11, 26.:18, and Micah 3:12, by the Babylonians.
Asaph continues saying, 199¢ X :[YIR-IM07 TTO0 W32 2MWT AT 2380 T N2-N¥ 1N 2
17121 1°R) DU NI2°20 013 | 0T 79:2 They have given the dead bodies of Your servants for food to
the birds of the heavens, The flesh of Your godly ones to the beasts of the earth. 79:3 They have poured out
their blood like water round about Jerusalem; And there was no one to bury them. (NASB) He describes a
great slaughter. Does the Lord God cause slaughter? In the Torah, the Lord commanded “ZTotal War” in the
sense that all of the people in the Land of Canaan were to be put to death (see Devarim / Deuteronomy 7:1-2,
20:16-18). This sort of command does not fit well with the Western concept of God being the sugar daddy
in the sky (e.g. the word of faith moment, name it and claim it theologies). The command to kill all the Ca-
naanite people seems to be at odds with the way in which the Torah describes the God of Israel as merciful,
and long suffering. In the prophets and the writings, we learn of the Lord’s profound care and concern for
the poor, the oppressed, the down trodden, and the orphan, etc. The Lord demands justice, and seeks for the
people to repent of their unjust ways so that He does not need to judge them. The prophet Ezekiel says in
33:11 I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his ways and live. (NASB)
Examples of this may be found in the Lord sending Jonah to a pagan city (Nineveh) because of His mercy
and desire for men to repent. John 4.11 states that “who do not know their right hand from their left,” indi-
cating their lack of understanding the ways of God. Another example may be taken from Parashat Vayera
when the Lord took counsel in Abraham concerning Sodom and Gomorrah. Bereshit / Genesis 18:25 Will
you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will
you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do
such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be
that from you! shall not the judge of all the earth do what is just? (KJV) Abraham goes on to discuss with
the Lord over 40, 30, 20, and 10 righteous men. The Lord God said for the sake of 10 righteous men He
would not destroy that place. There was found only one (Lot) and that was questionable, the angels saving
Lot may simply have been a function of Abraham’s prayers for him and not because of his righteousness.
Note that Lot is not mentioned in the Torah as being spiritually minded, outside of the fact that he left Ha-
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ran and was traveling with Abram. There does not appear to be any spiritual aspect to Lot’s traveling with
Abram outside of the concept that he and Abram were good friends, though 2 Peter 2:7 states that Lot was
a righteous man. This conclusion is drawn from the absence in the Torah of Lot being mentioned as having
participated in the offerings Abram was bringing before the Lord. All of the encounters with God had been
only between Abram and God. Abraham was in the process of connecting with God through prayer and
the sacrificial system. Today we connect with our Father in heaven through His Son Yeshua the Messiah.
When we pray in His name believing, our Father hears us. To be like Lot is to look towards the material
and earthly things. To be like Abraham, place your faith in God’s Messiah Yeshua, and start living for Him
because in Him is everything we have been discussing thus far, we have the connection to heaven, we have
the promises of God, we will be blessed, and we have the sweet fragrance of the atonement Yeshua provided
on our behalf in the heavenly holy of holies!

In Bereshit / Genesis 13:6, we are told “And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell

together; for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together.” 12R™IX RN I8 2Wan
MY 27777 WD 92 19K 2991 Wan 7 Here we are given a little more info about Lot. The Lord God
had blessed Lot while he remained with Abram. We read that Abram gave Lot his choice to go wherever he
wanted to and the narrative in the Torah states the following regarding Lot’s choice.

Bereshit / Genesis 13:10-12

13:10 Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered
everywhere this was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah like the garden of the
Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar. 13:11 So Lot chose for himself all the valley of
the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from each other. 13:12 Abram
settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his tents
as far as Sodom. (NASB)

We are told that Lot traveled with Abram down into Egypt and back, and both of them become very wealthy
in cattle. It might be that Abram being generous divided the cattle Pharaoh had given him with Lot because
there simply was too much wealth for one man to handle. As a result, the land was unable to sustain them
both and they agreed together that they would part ways. Notice how Lot did not consider the blessings
the Lord God had given to Abram had passed to him as well while he was joined with Abram. The Torah
concept here is in joining ourselves with Israel, we also will take part in the blessings of God. According to
Bereshit / Genesis 13:10-12, Lot was more interested in wealth and the material things as opposed to faith in
the Lord and spiritual things. Remember, there does not appear to be any spiritual aspect to Lot’s traveling
with Abram outside of the concept that he and Abram were good friends. The context of the psalm states
that destruction comes by reason of the unrighteous in Israel and the pious ones, the righteous one got caught
in God’s wrath upon the sinful nation.
Notice here that the Psalm states, :7I8-100% T°7°00 02 2on@s Aiv? 287 072y N7223-NX 103 2
:121P PR QW Ni2%2R 093 | 0NT 1DOW X 79:2 They have given the dead bodies of Your servants
for food to the birds of the heavens, The flesh of Your godly ones to the beasts of the earth. 79:3 They have
poured out their blood like water round about Jerusalem,; And there was no one to bury them. (NASB) Here

Asaph states this is the slaughter of God’s servants. The Aramaic Targum states, 772¥ A% N> 127> 2

292PT DO DOV M R T PAACTIR PTW 2 IRVIR N1 J7°00 102 ROAWT ROWD RPAY 79:2
They have given the bodies of your servants to the birds of heaven for food, the flesh of your pious ones to
the wild beasts. 79:3 They have poured out their blood like water around Jerusalem, and there is none to
bury. (EMC) The interesting point about the MT and the Targum translations is Asaph states the flesh of the
godly ones, the flesh of the pious ones have been given to the beasts of the field. This suggests that the it is
possible for the children of God to get caught in the wrath that is poured out upon the wicked. Do you think
this is possible? This does seem to be possible when we consider Parashat Korach; Moshe instructed the
people saying, in Bamidbar / Numbers 16:23-35,
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Bamidbar / Numbers 16:23-35

16:23 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 16:24 ‘Speak to the congregation, saying, ‘Get
back from around the dwellings of Korah, Dathan and Abiram.’* 16:25 Then Moses arose
and went to Dathan and Abiram, with the elders of Israel following him, 16:26 and he spoke
to the congregation, saying, ‘Depart now from the tents of these wicked men, and touch noth-
ing that belongs to them, or you will be swept away in all their sin.” 16:27 So they got back
from around the dwellings of Korah, Dathan and Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram came out
and stood at the doorway of their tents, along with their wives and their sons and their little
ones. 16:28 Moses said, ‘By this you shall know that the Lord has sent me to do all these
deeds; for this is not my doing. 16:29 ‘If these men die the death of all men or if they suffer
the fate of all men, then the Lord has not sent me. 16:30 ‘But if the Lord brings about an en-
tirely new thing and the ground opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that is theirs,
and they descend alive into Sheol, then you will understand that these men have spurned the
Lord.” 16:31 As he finished speaking all these words, the ground that was under them split
open; 16:32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, and their households,
and all the men who belonged to Korah with their possessions. 16:33 So they and all that be-
longed to them went down alive to Sheol; and the earth closed over them, and they perished
from the midst of the assembly. 16:34 All Israel who were around them fled at their outcry,
for they said, ‘The earth may swallow us up!’ 16:35 Fire also came forth from the Lord and
consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were offering the incense. (NASB)

IR 0T MP-12WH7 22200 7Y TR ATYT-OK 13T 72 IWARD AYn-98 A1 721 2
TRY TTYT-28 3T 1D RN O3RT TN 107N DI INT-ON A A opn 713 0
7> [ONRVT-723 1DN-19 D7 W-223 WAN-X) MPNG LYY DU V7 7Y K310
DI OPWI D208 MNP 00283 INY) DPIX INT] 20207 OTIXYINT MIP-120 2vn 19971
2297 X9-93 7987 2WYnRI-22 NR NIy S109W nin-02 VTR DRI AW MR 1D 10ou)
TNI2-OX] 7 a0 I XD D78 TR2) DTNG-22 NTRYY 7N ING) DTXF-02 N0 ud
D DOYT TRY 00 177 077 WR-22-NX) DOR AY7 °9-NY ARTRT A0%N A1) XD
WX TTRT YRIM PRI 0°1373-72 DX 12T7 0909 O K7 AIM-NN A7NT DWIRT XK
XY MP? WY DTR7-72 DY) D R2-NY) OOK Y22m) °9-NX YNGR 27 :07°nNR
:20R7 TR 172N PIRT 07°%Y 00m) A9RY 00 077 WR-221 07 17 A0 w0030
T IR TN WRY T2 IR 1993041 TN 02 DR 103 D30 W X721 T

;NPT 2PN WK DNRDI DWHGT NX 2ORM

Note how the Lord God instructed Moshe to warn the people to move away from the unrighteous men who
were about to be destroyed. The point is that if we draw near to unrighteousness (wickedness), it is possible
to get caught in the wrath that is poured out upon the unrighteous. Asaph pleads with the Lord in his psalm,
making the case that it is the Lord’s righteous ones (godly, pious ones) who are dying due to the sins of the
wicked who surround them, and it is the Lord who brought this upon them. These Scriptures from the Torah
and the Psalms do suggest that God’s people could be caught in the wrath of God towards the wicked in this
life on earth. In the spirit realm though, the righteous ones of God have no part in the wrath of God upon
the wicked.

Asaph continues saying the following, NIRR 7372 77-TY 7 :31°012°207 0221 AV72 1207 790 17 T
-3 TR KXY W3R WK NI V) PWT-X? WK DIAT-98 A0R0 TOW 1 :A0NIp WR-12 IR 17
AW IMI-NRY PV -NR 22X 79:4 We have become a reproach to our neighbors, A scoffing and derision to
those around us. 79:5 How long, O Lord? Will You be angry forever? Will Your jealousy burn like fire? 79:6
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Pour out Your wrath upon the nations which do not know You, And upon the kingdoms which do not call
upon Your name. 79:7 For they have devoured Jacob And laid waste his habitation. (NASB) The Aramaic

Targum states, 2N 277 NIPNN 717 AR TV 7 IRINAIA? RIMA RN RI2WH RI7P XKW T
ARODR KD WA IR T RNND9A P81 TN 103 RDT XONAY OV TR OTW Y 170 NP0 RWK T°0 vann

AROTIR TPWTIPR D02 NN 2PV N2 DY QR T 79:4 We have become a disgrace to our neighbors, a
subject of scorn and mockery to our surroundings. 79:5 How long, O Lord, will you be fierce — forever?
[How long] will your zeal burn like fire? 79:6 Pour out your wrath on the Gentiles who have not known you,
and on the kingdoms who have not prayed in your name. 79:7 For they have destroyed the house of Jacob,
and made desolate his sanctuary. (EMC) How does the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple mount,
and of the entire nation cause Israel to become a reproach to their neighbors? He describes the “reproach”

(7277) meaning “to scorn, or to have contempt” for someone saying that their neighbors use scoffing and
derision as a way of describing Israel and more specifically, the God of Israel. Not only is Israel’s name
being taken in vain, the Lord God in heaven also is being scoffed upon for the destruction of the nation.
Asaph asks the Lord how long will He be angry with the sins of the people because he knows according to
the Torah, as another psalmist declares in Tehillim / Psalms 108:4-5 “For thy steadfast love is great above
the heavens, thy faithfulness reaches to the clouds. Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let thy glory be
over all the earth!” (NASB) Studying the Scriptures we know that judgment from God is delayed, often
for very long periods of time, and as a result some suppose that it will never happen. Yet individuals who
have experienced the judgment of God for the failure to correct sinful failings in their lives will testify that
when God does judge sin He is both relentless and thorough. The prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 28:21-29) reveals
God’s reluctance to judge his people, that is found in the Torah description of his long-suffering and patience
(Shemot / Exodus 34).

Isaiah 28:21-29

28:21 For the Lord will rise up as at Mount Perazim, He will be stirred up as in the valley
of Gibeon, To do His task, His unusual task, And to work His work, His extraordinary work.
28:22 And now do not carry on as scoffers, Or your fetters will be made stronger, For I have
heard from the Lord God of hosts Of decisive destruction on all the earth. 28:23 Give ear and
hear my voice, Listen and hear my words. 28:24 Does the farmer plow continually to plant
seed? Does he continually turn and harrow the ground? 28:25 Does he not level its surface
And sow dill and scatter cummin And plant wheat in rows, Barley in its place and rye within
its area? 28:26 For his God instructs and teaches him properly. 28:27 For dill is not threshed
with a threshing sledge, Nor is the cartwheel driven over cummin, But dill is beaten out with
a rod, and cummin with a club. 28:28 Grain for bread is crushed, Indeed, he does not contin-
ue to thresh it forever. Because the wheel of his cart and his horses eventually damage it, He
does not thresh it longer. 28:29 This also comes from the Lord of hosts, Who has made His
counsel wonderful and His wisdom great. (NASB)

The parallel here is the different grains represent differing peoples within the nation who commit differing
sins. Each person will be punished accordingly, based upon his sin in this world. The punishment however
is not something that is forever, but only for a temporary time, for the purpose of separating out the most
important part, which is paralleled to the separating of the wheat from the chaff. The process of punishment
is meant to lead one to Teshuvah corresponding then to a change in one’s ways to follow and walk in God’s
ways as opposed to what seems right on one’s own eyes. Solomon said in Lamentations 3, “Why should a
living man complain, a man, about the punishment of his sins? ” We should not complain but be thankful for
the Lord’s chastening, because this is a sign of the Lord’s love for His people, and corresponds to the Lord’s
supernatural attempts to draw us back to Him. If you are going through some sort of pain or hardship, I ask
the question, “What have you learned about yourself, about the Lord in heaven, and about others?” The
reason being, life is about serving the Lord and others, and we can learn a lot about ourselves in the process,
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— Tehillim / Psalms 79 | vy °%°1n 750 —
by our own attitudes towards the Lord and others.

Asaph pleads saying, 72§ | MY 0 TR 19T 02 TR MNTR] 0 DIWRT NIIY 27-120-28 1

TRW TR 1 NRYE-PY 1921 WORD IW-T92 127-2¥ NV 9:8 Do not remember the iniquities of our
forefathers against us; Let Your compassion come quickly to meet us, For we are brought very low. 79:9
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name,; And deliver us and forgive our sins for Your

name's sake. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, J1TP° X°217702 R27°W 127 11V 128 K12 90TN KD 1
K127 ¥ 9921 RIN° 21791 TAW IP°K 21072 RIIPTD RAPK RIN° U0 ¥ IRTAY RIID0ANK Q1R JNN20 T2

;7AW 9932 79:8 Do not remember against us trespasses which were from the beginning; in haste, may your

favors go before us, for we have become very destitute. 79:9 Help us, O God our redemption, because of
your glorious name; and redeem us, and atone for our sins, for the sake of your name. (EMC) Notice how
Asaph asks that the Lord to not remember the iniquities of our forefathers. Are the people paying for their
fathers sins? Let’s examine the Torah on this topic:

Do Children Suffer for Sins of their Fathers?

1. Yes, they do.

* (Shemot / Exodus 20:5) “You shall not worship them or serve them,
for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of
those who hate Me,”’

» (Devarim / Deuteronomy 5:9) “You shall not worship them or serve
them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children, and on the third and the fourth genera-
tions of those who hate Me,”

* (Shemot / Exodus 34:6-7) “Then the Lord passed by in front of him
and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gra-
cious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7who
keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgres-
sion and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, vis-
iting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren
to the third and fourth generations.”

* (1 Corinthians 15:22) “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all
shall be made alive.”

2. No, they don’t.

» (Devarim / Deuteronomy 24:16) “Fathers shall not be put to death
for their sons, nor shall sons be put to death for their fathers; every-
one shall be put to death for his own sin.”

» (Ezekiel 18:20) “The person who sins will die. The son will not bear
the punishment for the father's iniquity, nor will the father bear the
punishment for the sons iniquity, the righteousness of the righteous

will be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked will be upon
himself.”

Shemot / Exodus 20:5 is among the Ten Commandments which are arranged in a particular way, (i) an in-
troduction of who was making the covenant (Shemot / Exodus 20.2), (ii) what the covenant maker had done
(20:2), (ii1) the moral imperatives (commands, 20:3-17), (iv) rewards (20.6, 12), and (v) punishments (20.5,
7). In the family unit, when the father misleads his family, the effects of that misleading are often felt for
generations. This is because there is a spiritual unfaithfulness to God’s Word, the children learn the ways
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of their father and thus learn to be unfaithful in the covenant of God. This is exactly the situation in which
these verses deal with the sins visited upon the children. If a father rejects the covenant of God and takes
his family into sin, the rejection of God’s covenant also brings the family along and the children will suffer
the consequences, as the Scriptures state, often for several generations. This is not an issue of what is fair
and unfair because the family also chooses to follow along with the father. The consequences of sin affect
many generations. On the other hand, Devarim / Deuteronomy 24:16 deals with legal matters as the context
(24:6-19) shows, and Ezekiel 18:20 is merely restating what is written in the Torah. Note how we are told
that a person will die for their own sins, they will not die for someone else’s sins, and the Lord God will
visit upon the descendants of the rebellious generation the consequences of the rebellious fathers’ sins. The
delayed response is given so that everyone has an opportunity to repent and turn from their sins.

Asaph continues saying, T°72¥-07 MRl 11017 [02932] 0232 Y7 000K R D09A7 1mRe | b o
DN2T 0P M-78 DINYAW IPIDW? W 27 10N 32 NI TP 2732 1OX NRIX TI07 RIA X0 0wn
D1TR I9T W 79:10 Why should the nations say, ‘Where is their God?’ Let there be known among the
nations in our sight, Vengeance for the blood of Your servants which has been shed. 79:11 Let the groaning

of the prisoner come before You, According to the greatness of Your power preserve those who are doomed
to die. 79:12 And return to our neighbors sevenfold into their bosom The reproach with which they have re-

proached You, O Lord. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 23N TR IR:7 IR RO0AY RoNY 11972 7929
MW TYITR 7PN A0 TP PORT ROPIR TATR 210°N X° I PONWRT J72V QTR MIYIID K1 {1} 1007 R0yl
TN 1701 57 IO NP MIVND HY RYMIA VAW 717 9V RI122PWHD 22NRY 20 IXNINAY PI0RNaT X2

2 79:10 Why should the Gentiles say, “Where is their God? ” Let the punishment for the blood of your
servants that has been spilled be revealed in our sight among the Gentiles. 79:11 Let the groan of the pris-
oners come before you like the great strength of your arm; release the children who have been handed over
to death. 79:12 And give back to our neighbors a seven-fold requital for the punishment of their oaths, and
the aspersions they cast on you, O Lord. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 79:10 uqmote einwowv ta £0vn mod
€oTv 0 000G ATV Kol Yvootnto €v t0ig £Bvecty Evamiov TdV 0PBUAU®DY UGV 1 EkdiKkNnolg Tod aipatog
TAV 00VA®V 6oL ToD EkkeyLUEVOL 79:11 gloeABdTm EvOTOV GOV O GTEVAYIOG TV TEMEIMUEVOV KATO TV
peyoroovvny tod Bpayiovdg cov mepmoincal Tovg viovg TV tebavatopévav 79:12 dnddog toig yeitooty
NUOV ETTOTANGIOVO €I TOV KOATOV ODTMV TOV OVELOICUOV a0T®V OV wveldiody o kopie 79:10 Lets haply
they should say among the heathen, Where is their God? and let the avenging of thy servant’s blood that
has been shed be known among the heathen before our eyes. 79:11 Let the groaning of the prisoners come
in before thee; according to the greatness of thine arm preserve the sons of the slain ones. 79:12 Repay to
our neighbours sevenfold into their bosom their reproach, with which they have reproached thee, O Lord.
(LXX) Asaph questions the nations claims that there is no God, or that the God of Israel does not exist. He
then states “Let there be known among the nations in our sight” in the sense that the Lord will destroy
those who do not believe in Him. Note how the rabbis translate this to say that the Lord will be revealed
to the Gentiles in the sight of Israel for the sake of the blood of God’s servants. Asaph asks for the requital
(Targum) whereas the MT states asking the Lord to return to their neighbors sevenfold into their bosom.
What is it that Asaph is asking to be returned? It is the reproach by which his neighbors gave to the Lord ac-

cording to the Septuagint. The word “reproach” (QN277) as a noun means “the expression of disapproval,
disappointment, scorn.” 1 mentioned earlier the one thing that we should ask ourselves when we are going
through troubles, is “What have I learned?” The reason being is through the troubles we have, we can learn
a lot about who we are, our attitude towards God, towards others, and towards our situation. We can learn
how the Lord is working to draw us near to Him. We can learn about other people’s attitudes towards us and
towards God for His apparent slowness to respond to the situation, just as we are reading and learning about
Asaph and his responses to the Lord’s long-suffering.

Asaph concludes saying, :30770 1901 771 777 02107 79 7791 90070 IR | 0¥ NMIRY 2 79:13 So
we Your people and the sheep of Your pasture Will give thanks to You forever; To all generations we will tell
of Your praise. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, >177 37 Q297 279 2713 TN°Y7 IRV TaY RIMIRY X
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2N0AWIN PN RAT 79:13 But we are your people, and the sheep of your pasture; we will give thanks in
your presence forever, for all generations we will recite your praise. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 79:13
NUETS 0 Aadg cov Kol Tpofata THG VOUTc Gov dvBopoioynoouedd cot gig TOV aidva €ic yeveav Kol yeveav
g€ayyehoduev v aivesiv cov 79:13 For we are thy people and the sheep of thy pasture; we will give thee
thanks for ever; we will declare thy praise throughout all generations. (LXX) The point Asaph may be
making is with regard to the way in which the Lord works in our lives. He chastises us for the purpose of
drawing us to Him, to repent, and to turn from our sins. We are to use the difficult times to share with our
children how the Lord has worked in our lives for good, and to draw us back to Him. Looking back on our
history, we recognize how the Lord has worked in our lives to sustain us and to keep us. It is in this way
that what Asaph is saying is true, 79:13 ... Your people and the sheep of Your pasture Will give thanks to
You forever, To all generations we will tell of Your praise. (NASB) And most importantly, how the Lord has
provided for His people by sending His Son Yeshua the Messiah! Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We thank you for giving us a testimony that we are able to share with others for the glory of Your Name!
You have shown us mercy every day; Lord we recognize that the Scriptures were given as a way to remem-
ber your great and mighty work in our lives. Thank You for sustaining and keeping us so that we are able
to look back on our lives and see how You have been working. We ask for help, strength, and the resolve to
live with the expectant hope that you are present in our lives. We thank You for the promises You have made
and Your continued faithfulness. Help us to keep our feet on the path of righteousness and truth according to
Your Word, and also to have the desire to walk in Your ways. Thank You for giving us the faith to believe in
Yeshua the Messiah and for always calling our hearts back to You Lord! Please have mercy on us, forgive us
for our sins. We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the covenant of peace
that You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these
truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise
forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

sk ok ok sk sk sk sk ok ok ook ook sk sk sk sk ook ook sk sk sk sk sk ook sk sk sk sk sk ok ok ook sk sk sk ok sk ok sk sk
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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