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Mashiach and the Torah

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 77:1-72, the psalm opens saying, 713°TR7 O9R? 2°2Wn X
D-IRY D2IIN 107 °N7IR Y A Maskil of Asaph. 78:1 Listen, O my people, to my instruction; Incline
your ears to the words of my mouth. (NASB) Notice how Asaph states “his Torah,” to listen, incline the
ears to the words of his mouth. He says, Y731 yRY WX 3 :07R-°1% DTN 72K °9 SUna Iomoy 2
ST WK 1IRGDIY 1Y) 73 NivoR 0°90n 110K 1i77 o7han | T3 X9 7 11R-1190 1°NiaN) 78:2

I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, 78:3 Which we have heard and known,
And our fathers have told us. 78:4 We will not conceal them from their children, But tell to the generation
to come the praises of the Lord, And His strength and His wondrous works that He has done. (NASB) Why
does he mention dark sayings? He speaks of not hiding what has happened in the past, but to instruct our
children of how the Lord has worked in our lives. He continues saying, X722 o 7730 P02 | M7y o) 1
N?1 D702 DUHPR2 MW 70127 17907 M) 72D 012 10N T [ W Wwn? 10027 0y Ting aniag-ny mz-wy
2R vRiYm PR-759vn Iy 78:5 For He established a testimony in Jacob And appointed a law in Israel,
Which He commanded our fathers That they should teach them to their children, 78:6 That the generation
to come might know, even the children yet to be born, That they may arise and tell them to their children,
78:7 That they should put their confidence in God And not forget the works of God, But keep His command-
ments, (NASB) Notice how he says the Lord has placed a testimony in Jacob. What exactly is Asaph talking
about? This testimony is something that will cause their faith to increase. He says, 117 oniags | ¥ &9 1
DR M2 7MY XD 127 0992 1097 NYR-RIN RWII 0M9R-12 0 1IN DR-NN AI0NI-RDY 127 1I3-K7 117 7701 770
ORTT WK 1PRIRDDIN PRIYY WY X0 :n2%R XD in7inay 78:8 And not be like their fathers, A stubborn and
rebellious generation, A generation that did not prepare its heart And whose spirit was not faithful to God.
78:9 The sons of Ephraim were archers equipped with bows, Yet they turned back in the day of battle. 78:10
They did not keep the covenant of God And refused to walk in His law; 78:11 They forgot His deeds And His
miracles that He had shown them. (NASB) Asaph concludes his psalm saying, nX722% 37727 1729 172 W27 ¥
:0mY? 1°92 NiNANIY 227 oN3 QYT 2Y HIN701 DRI AY 2Py niva? X2 nidy aoRn Xy Xy 78:70 He also chose
David His servant And took him from the sheepfolds; 78:71 From the care of the ewes with suckling lambs
He brought him To shepherd Jacob His people, And Israel His inheritance. 78:72 So he shepherded them
according to the integrity of his heart, And guided them with his skillful hands. (NASB) The Lord chose

David, He also choses us to be His people.

nsaay Hebrew SRR Aramaic eMnvikog  Greek
nY 7D 29970 5% 7Y 27D 702 "2 | PAAMOI 78
IR MY APIRT AOK? PIWR X [OXTNT 7Y RWTP MAT XYW K |5, OVEHee 10 Acug mpootiets
§ T T : 0.0C OV TOV VOOV LoV KATVATE TO 00G
OOROR 2 D-ARY DN MWT | NI NIER ONINR DY NXX [ pudv sic to pripata 1B ot6patéc Hov
3 :07R-"1n niTn TYOIR 08 ‘71;;7;: MO DNNA NOR 2 MO MY | 78:2 %V,Oiiw &v napzﬁokafg ’T(‘), Cf‘c()},iot
. . . (01)) EYCOUOL TPO oTo O O
=1790 P NIAN QYT NYAY WK [ AW T 3 PRTPY 17 TN RAR 28:3‘200?%&%&‘;85 o Eyvopsy ettt
9379 07°32n | 7023 KD T 19| RIDIRIN INMARY PR VT 1Y | kai of matépec qudv dmyfsavio Auiv
MY T NiPaR 0907 0K | PRIN2 7Y PM1an 001 Ky 7| 784 ovk Ekpdpn and tév tékvay adtdy
T . . ) elg yevedv £1€pav AmayyEALOVTEG TOG
QY YR PRIRDON [ 11w MIT RNMAWIN 1YNwn

aivéoelg 10D Kupiov Kai T dSvvaoTeiog
J72Y 57 PNNMWOIDY | adtod kel e Bavpdole  avtod G
gmoinocev

Copyright © 2015 MATSATI.COM Ministry 1



oy 77im 2pY2 | My op A
WOI-NY ME-N X3
WL WRy ) EpIRe oYy
1907 MR} IT2Y D013 TR W
D02 DRI WYY T DPRY
IR PRI 2X-275n MY X9
q7i0 797 apiaR? | P XY 1N
TIARI-KD) 927 1I3-K7 7iT 0m
PUI 0MDR-"12 0 :Im DR-DR
X7 v :27p o2 1297 nYp-nin
NUR7 NN 2FPR N2 MY
N PRIPYY MAPN N n27Y
oniaR T3 20 :ORTT WK 1PRIRY
YR-ITY 0¥ IR K7D WY
-2 DN DI VR P
Ao ant I on? T
72792 0¥ YR} W0 WK IR
91 RYPY 1D 1727 DIRNND U
I D niNm TN voen o7
1%y niTng 2-Xon? 7Y 19°0in
“ORYY 02272 PR-91 170 iR
DUORD AT L OwRl7 9K
T2 107Y Y2 08 927 MK
7 1231 | MX-T27 77 D 02
np-92r anY-o0i vy ohnn

‘Y7 WY 1°23-0X

2PV N7 RMITA0 PR
7P %7 PRIW N°272 T3 ROOIK)
YRR PANWTIaY INmaRe
T°12 RN 77 YT 07 Y
T IP12% PInM PR I NnT
TN K71 PI772I10 RIPR2 TIWN
TIuY ITMPDY RAYR 7AW
1277707 7 PANTAR T T R
7% 7029 JPnn X977 AR
¥ M RAYPRA RINOTA NI R
12929008 2°7¥M2 PN N T
PO WYY KX M 05K 12
S1T2 RYOP XY Y 27 17w 1°N9N
129K RNWP P01 PN X2P
"M7°0 32 WUPNRY 9T 1090
P 101 RPT M 0 X2
XD 1270 PRTIRDY RAR
M2 RAY MTAW OWOWINRY X
N NAR 0T MWD DR
PIYY O7NAR PONTAR ap
72V PANTANT ROVWY 2Py
jopahtullvipisRakinkval BNt iRl i7ala )
127 WRT ROVINA K2 VA N
T PIR XD DOPIRY PV
X222 R1IW2 PP T ORPY
Y2 W OIRWR NI ROH DO
Prii7ga Sy Cin 1 oh i m SRS cin NI BIR Wn M1
X702 72 JPWRI XI2722 P2
T RMT RO PUORY TV 112020
R PIMT PTI TI DOMINY RDD

78:5KaidvESTNOEY LOPTVPLOV
&v laxwp kol vopov €0eto &v
IoponA 6ca éveteidoto TOlC
TOTPAGLY NUAV TOD Yvopicon
avTl  TOiG VIOl  aVTAV
78:6 Omwg Ov yv@® yevea
£tépa. viol ol teybnoduevol
Kol  dvaotioovtor  Kod
amayyeAoDG1Y aTA TOTG VI0TG
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&v 7R Alyomto &v medilo
Tévewg 78:13  éppntev
Odhaccav kol dujyayev
avTOVG Eo0Tnoev Vouta MCEl
dokov 78:14 koi monynoev
avTOVG €V VEQEAN TMUEPOG
kol OAnv v vikta  év
QeOTIGU®  mopog  78:15
dEppnEev métpav €v EPNUW
Kol EMOTICEV OOTOVE MOC &V
afvocw moAA 78:16 «ai
EENyayev Vowp €K TETPOC
Kol KOTNYOyeV O TOTOUUOVS
voata 78:17 kol mpocédevto
&t 100 quopthvely  avTd
TOPENIKPAVOY TOV DYIGTOV
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g€emeipacav Tov 0oV &v Talc
Kapdiong avtdv 10D aitficot
Bpoduato Toig Yyouyoic antdv
78:19 xai xoateldAncav ToD
0cod Kkoi elmav pm Svvioeton
0 0e0¢ Etouacou Tphmelov &v
epnuw 78:20 émel émdraev
TETPOV Kol Eppoumoav
voata Kol Yeipappot
KatekAOGOn oo P kol aptov
dvvartal dodval 1| Etotudoot
Tpamelov T@® Aa®d adToD
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opyn avépPn éni tov Iopani
78:22 611 ovKk émictEvoOv
&V 1@ 0e® ovOE NAmcav &mi
10 compov avtod 78:23

Kol  évetellato  vepéloug
omepavmbey kol BOpog
ovpavod  dvéwEev  78:24

kol &Ppefev avtoig poavva
Qayelv koi GpTov ovpavod
gomkev avtoic 78:25 dptov
ayyélov Epayev  avOpwmog
EMOITICUOV AmEGTEINEY
avtolc  €lg  MANOCUOVNHYV
78:26 amiijpev  votov €&
ovpavod Koi EmNyayev &v Th
dvvaoteiq avtod Aipa 78:27
Kol EBpetev €n” avTOVC ol
YoOV ciprog Kol el AoV
DoAaco®Y TETEWVA TTTEPMTA
78:28 kol énémecov €ig LéGov
¢ mapeuPorflc avT@V
KUOKA® TOV  GKNVOUATOV
avt®v 78:29 kol &pdyocov
Kol €vemAncoOnoav ceodpa
kol tv Embopiov adTOV
fiveykev avtoic 78:30 ovk
gotepnbnoay  amd TG
gmbopioc ovtdV T THC
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78:31 xai oOpyn tod Oeod
avépn  én’  avtovg  kod
améktelvey év toig mioowv
aVTOV Kol TOVG EKAEKTOVE TOD
[oponA ovvenddocev 78:32
g&v maowv TovTolg HUOPTOV
&t Kol ovK €miotevoav €v
101G Bavpaciolg avtod 78:33
Kol €EEMmov v poaTondTnTL
ol Muépor avT®V Kol TO
g aOT®V UETA  GTOVLOTC
78:34  dtov  AméktEVvVEV
avToVG £l TOVY OTOV Kol
gEnéotpepov  kai dpOplov
pog TOV Bedov 78:35 «xai
guvnonoav 6tt 0  0Bed¢
BonBog avt®dv €otv Koi O
0e0c 0 VyiotoC ALTPOTIC
avt®dv  €otv  78:36 ol
nrédtoav  avtov &V T®
oTOLOTLOVTOV KOl T YADooN
avT®V  EYedoavio  aVTH
78:37 11 8¢ xapdia avTHOV
oVvK €00elor pet’ avtod 0VOE
EmotObncav v i) obnKn
avtod 78:38 avtdg 0 €oTv
oiktippmv xoi iAdoeTon Toic
apoptiog ovT®V Kol oV
dtapBepel kol mANOvvel tod
amootpéyal TV Buuov avtod
Kol 0Oyl EKKaOGEL TAGOY TNV
opynv avTod
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78:39 kai Euvnodn 611 ohpé eicty mved o TopevoUeEVOV Kol oUK EmotpéPov 78:40 moodKig
TOPETIKPAVAY ADTOV &V T EPNL® TopOPYLGAY aOTOV €V YT Avudp® 78:41 kai énéotpeyoav
kol éneipacav TOv Bedv kol TOv dyov 100 Iopand mapdévvayv 78:42 ovk éuvricnoov
T XEPOC anTod HUEPAC NG EAVTPOGATO aTOVC &K YE1pdC OAPovToc 78:43 (g £0gTo v
Alydmto ta onpeio avtod Koi T Tépata avTod €v medim Thvewg 78:44 Kai peTéoTpEyey €ig
aipa Todg ToTaoVS oDTAY Kal Té OUBprpaTa adTdY dTog Un Tiooty 78:45 éEanéoteihey
€l¢ aTOVG KLVOLLOY Kol KaTépayev avTovg Kal BaTpoyov kai 01€@0eipev avtovg 78:46 kol
gomKev TN £pLGifn TOV Kapmodv avT®V Kod TOLG TOVOLS VTV Th akpidtl 78:47 dméktevev
&V yolaln v dumelov a0T®V Kol TAG CLKAUIVOLS aVTAV &V 1| Tayvn 78:48 Kol TapEdmKey
elg yoralav Ta KTV ATV Kod TV Dmaply avtdv T® mopi 78:49 éanéatetley €l aDTOVG
opynv Bouod avtod Bopdv Kol Opynv kot OATyy dmoctodv & dyyélwv movnpdv 78:50
woomoinoev Tpifov T OpyH} oTOD OVK £PeicaTO ATO BUVATOL TAV YUYDOY AOTAV Kol TO
KTV a0TdVv €ic Bdvatov cuvékieloey 78:51 kal Endtaev mav Tp®TOTOKOV £V ATyt
AmopyMV TOV TOVOV a0T®V €V T0ig oknvouact Xop 78:52 kal anfpev w¢ mpdpata TOV
AoV aOTOD Koi Gviyayev adTove M¢ moipviov €v Eprium 78:53 kol mdNynoev avtovg &v
EATIOL Kol ovK €d0e1iacay Koi Tovg £x0poic antdv EkdAvyey Bdlacca 78:54 kai sionyayev
avToLvg €ic dplov ayldopotog avtod dpog TovTo 0 €ktnooto 1 0 avtod 78:55 kol
€EEParey AmO TPOSHTOL AVTAV E0VN Kol EKANPOSATNOEY ADTOVG £V GYOWVIM KANPOd0Giag
Kol KOTECKVOGEV €V TOIG CKNVOUOGLY aDTAV TS GUAAS ToD Iopani 78:56 kai Encipacov
Kol mopenikpovay Tov 0edv TOV DY1oToV Kol T0 poptopla. avtod ovk Epuiacavto 78:57
Kol anéotpeyav Koi NovviEmoav Kabmg kol ol Tatépec avT®V Kol LETEGTPAPN GV E1G
16&0ov otpePAoV 78:58 kai mapmpylsav avtov v Toic fovvoic avT®dV Kal £V TolC YAVTTOIG
avT®V TopelNAmoay avtov 78:59 fikovoev 0 Be0¢ Kal Vepeidey Kol EE0VOEVMGEY GPOdPaL
tov Iopank 78:60 kol AmdGATO THYV GKNVIV TNA®U GKAVOLL 00TOD 00 KATEGKNVOCEV
&v avBpamoic 78:61 Kol mapédwkey €ig alyuarlosiov TV oYLV AVTOV Koi TV KOALOVIV
avT®V €ig yelpag ExOpod 78:62 kal cvvékieloey €i¢ pouaioy TOV AoV aTod Kol THv
KAnpovopiay avtod Vepeldev 78:63 TOVC VEVIoKOVS DTMVY KaTEPOYEV TOP Kal ol mopOévot
avT®V 0VK mevOnOnoayv 78:64 ol iepelc avT®V &v poupaio Emecav kal ol yipot avTdV
oV KAavcOncovtal 78:65 kal £ENyEPON ™G O VvV KOHPLOG O dVVOTOG KEKPOUUTAANKMG
€€ olvov 78:66 kai émdtacev Tovg £x0povg avTod €ic TG Omicw Gveldog VIOV E0MKEV
avtoic 78:67 xai dndcoto 10 oknvoua loone kot v euAnv Eppoip ovk é€ehécato 78:68
kol &eAéCato v @LANY Iovda 10 Opog 10 Ziwv O Myannoeyv 78:69 kol OKOOOUNGEV MG
HLOVOKEPOTOV TO aylacuo avtod &v T YN £0epeiiocey avtnv €ig Tov aidva 78:70 wal
€EeNéEaTo Aantd TOV 00DAOV aToD Kol AvELAPEV adTOV €K TOV TOWVIOV TAV TPOoPiTV
78:71 éE6micbev 1@V hoyevopévav Elapev avtov mowpaivey lokwp tov Aadv avtod kol
[oponA v KAnpovouiov avtod 78:72 koi émoipavev avTovg &v Ti dKoakig The Kopdiog
avToD Kol &V TOAG CLVEGEGL TAV YEPDV aDTOD MONYNCEV AVTOVS
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Tehillim / Psalms 78

A Maskil of Asaph. 78:1 Listen,
O my people, to my instruction;
Incline your ears to the words of
my mouth. 78:2 I will open my
mouth in a parable; 1 will utter
dark sayings of old, 78:3 Which
we have heard and known, And
our fathers have told us. 78:4 We
will not conceal them from their
children, But tell to the generation
to come the praises of the Lord,
And His strength and His won-
drous works that He has done.
78:5 For He established a testimo-
ny in Jacob And appointed a law
in Israel, Which He commanded
our fathers That they should teach
them to their children, 78:6 That
the generation to come might
know, even the children yet to be
born, That they may arise and tell
them to their children, 78:7 That
they should put their confidence
in God And not forget the works
of God, But keep His command-
ments, 78:8 And not be like their
fathers, A stubborn and rebellious
generation, A generation that did
not prepare its heart And whose
spirit was not faithful to God.
78:9 The sons of Ephraim were
archers equipped with bows, Yet
they turned back in the day of bat-
tle. 78:10 They did not keep the
covenant of God And refused to
walk in His law; 78:11 They for-
got His deeds And His miracles
that He had shown them. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 78

78:1 A teaching of the Holy Spir-
it, composed by Asaph. Hear, O my
people, my Torah; incline your ears
to the utterances of my mouth. 78:2
I will open my mouth in a proverb;
I will declare riddles from ancient
times. 78:3 Which we have heard and
known, and [which] our fathers told
to us. 78:4 We will not hide it from
their sons, recounting the psalms of
the Lord to a later generation, and
his might, and the wonders that he
performed. 78:5 And he established
a witness among those of the house
of Jacob, and he decreed a Torah
among those of the house of Israel,
which he commanded our fathers to
teach to their sons. 78:6 So that an-
other generation, sons still to be born,
should know; they will arise and tell
it to their children. 78:7 And they will
place their hope in God, and not for-
get the works of God, and they will
keep his commandments. 78:8 And
they will not be like their fathers, a
stubborn and vexing generation, a
generation whose heart was not firm
with its lord, and its spirit was not
faithful to God. 78:9 While they were
living in Egypt, the sons of Ephraim
became arrogant; they calculated the
appointed time, and erred; they went
out thirty years before the appoint-
ed time, with weapons of war, and
warriors bearing bows. They turned
around and were killed on the day
of battle. 78:10 Because they did not
keep the covenant of God and refused
to walk in his Torah. 78:11 And the
people, the house of Israel, forgot his
deeds and his wonders that he showed
them. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 78

A Psalm of instruction for Asaph.
78:1 Give heed, O my people, to
my law: incline your ear to the
words of my mouth. 78:2 T will
open my mouth in parables: I will
utter dark sayings which have
been from the beginning. 78:3 All
which we have heard and known,
and our fathers have declared to us.
78:4 They were not hid from their
children to a second generations;
the fathers declaring the praises of
the Lord, and his mighty acts, and
his wonders which he wrought.
78:5 And he raised up a testimo-
ny in Jacob, and appointed a law
in Israel, which he commanded
our fathers, to make it known to
their children: 78:6 that anoth-
er generation might know, even
the sons which should be born;
and they should arise and declare
them to their children. 78:7 That
they might set their hope on God,
and not forget the works of God,
but diligently seek his command-
ments. 78:8 That they should not
be as their fathers, a perverse and
provoking generation; a genera-
tion which set not its heart aright,
and its spirit was not steadfast
with God. 78:9 The children of
Ephraim, bending and shooting
with the bow, turned back in the
day of battle. 78:10 They kept not
the covenant of God, and would
not walk in his law. 78:11 And
they forgot his benefits, and his
miracles which he had shewed
them; (LXX)
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78:12 He wrought wonders be-
fore their fathers In the land of
Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 78:13
He divided the sea and caused
them to pass through, And He
made the waters stand up like a
heap. 78:14 Then He led them
with the cloud by day And all the
night with a light of fire. 78:15 He
split the rocks in the wilderness
And gave them abundant drink
like the ocean depths. 78:16 He
brought forth streams also from
the rock And caused waters to run
down like rivers. 78:17 Yet they
still continued to sin against Him,
To rebel against the Most High
in the desert. 78:18 And in their
heart they put God to the test By
asking food according to their
desire. 78:19 Then they spoke
against God; They said, ‘Can God
prepare a table in the wilderness?
78:20 ‘Behold, He struck the rock
so that waters gushed out, And
streams were overflowing; Can
He give bread also? Will He pro-
vide meat for His people?’ 78:21
Therefore the Lord heard and was
full of wrath; And a fire was kin-
dled against Jacob And anger also
mounted against Israel, 78:22
Because they did not believe in
God And did not trust in His sal-
vation. 78:23 Yet He commanded
the clouds above And opened the
doors of heaven; (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 78

78:12 In front of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, and the tribes of their
ancestors, he performed wonders
in the land of Egypt, the field of
Tanis. 78:13 He split the sea with
the staff of Moses their leader, and
made them to pass through, and he
made the water stand up, fastened
like a skin bottle. 78:14 And he
guided them with the cloud by day,
and all of the night with the light of
fire. 78:15 He split mountains with
the staff of Moses their leader in the
wilderness; and he gave drink as if
from the great deeps. 78:16 And he
brought forth streams of water from
the rock, and he made water come
down like flowing rivers. 78:17 But
they continued still to sin before
him, to provoke anger in the pres-
ence of the Most High in the dry
wilderness. 78:18 And they tempted
God in their heart, to ask for food
for their souls. 78:19 And they com-
plained in the presence of the Lord;
they said, “Is there the ability in the
presence of God to set a table in
the wilderness?” 78:20 Behold, he
already has smitten a rock, and wa-
ter gushed out, and streams flowed;
is he also able to give bread, or to
arrange food for his people? 78:21.
Then it was heard in the presence
of God, and he was angry, and fire
was made to come up on those of
the house of Jacob, and also harsh
anger came up on Israel. 78:22 For
they did not believe in God, and did
not put their trust in his redemption.
78:23 And he commanded the skies
above and he opened the windows
of heaven. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 78

78:12 the miracles which he
wrought before their fathers, in
the land of Egypt, in the plain of
Tanes. 78:13 He clave the sea, and
led them through: he made the wa-
ters to stand as in a bottle. 78:14
And he guided them with a cloud
by day, and all the night with a
light of fire. 78:15 he clave a rock
in the wilderness, and made them
drink as in a great deep. 78:16 And
he brought water out of the rock,
and caused waters to flow down
as rivers. 78:17 And they sinned
yet more against him; they pro-
voked the Most High in the wil-
derness. 78:18 And they tempted
God in their hearts, in asking meat
for the desire of their souls. 78:19
They spoke also against God, and
said, Will God be able to prepare
a table in the wilderness? 78:20
Forasmuch as he smote the rock,
and the waters flowed, and the
torrents ran abundantly; will he
be able also to give bread, or pre-
pare a table for his people? 78:21
Therefore the Lord heard, and was
provoked: and fire was kindled in
Jacob, and wrath went up against
Israel. 78:22 Because they be-
lieved not in God, and trusted not
in his salvation. 78:23 Yet he com-
manded the clouds from above,
and opened the doors of heaven,
78:24 and rained upon them man-
na to eat, and gave them the bread
of heaven. 78:25 Man ate angels’
bread; he sent them provision to
the full. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 78

78:24 He rained down manna
upon them to eat And gave them
food from heaven. 78:25 Man did
eat the bread of angels; He sent
them food in abundance. 78:26
He caused the east wind to blow
in the heavens And by His pow-
er He directed the south wind.
78:27 When He rained meat upon
them like the dust, Even winged
fowl like the sand of the seas,
78:28 Then He let them fall in the
midst of their camp, Round about
their dwellings. 78:29 So they ate
and were well filled, And their
desire He gave to them. 78:30
Before they had satisfied their
desire, While their food was in
their mouths, 78:31 The anger of
God rose against them And killed
some of their stoutest ones, And
subdued the choice men of Isra-
el. 78:32 In spite of all this they
still sinned And did not believe in
His wonderful works. 78:33 So
He brought their days to an end
in futility And their years in sud-
den terror. 78:34 When He killed
them, then they sought Him, And
returned and searched diligently
for God; 78:35 And they remem-
bered that God was their rock,
And the Most High God their Re-
deemer. 78:36 But they deceived
Him with their mouth And lied to
Him with their tongue. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 78

78:24 And he made descend on
them manna to eat, and he gave
them the grain of heaven. 78:25
The sons of men ate food that
came down from the abode of
angels; he sent them provisions
unto satiety. 78:26 He made the
east wind move in the heavens,
and guided the south wind by his
strength. 78:27 And he made flesh
descend on them like dust, and fly-
ing fowl like the sand of the sea.
78:28 And he made them fall in
the midst of his camp, round about
its tents. 78:29 And they ate and
were very satisfied; so he brought
to them their craving. 78:30 They
did not turn from their craving,
still their food was in their mouth
78:31 And the anger of God went
up on them, and he slew some of
their champions, and he subdued
the young men of Israel. 78:32 For
all this they sinned again, and did
not believe in his wonders. 78:33
And he ended their days with
nothingness, and their years with
disaster. 78:34 Whenever he killed
them, they sought him, repenting;
and they will repent and pray in
the presence of God. 78:35 And
they remembered, for God is their
strength, and the Most High God
is their redeemer. 78:36 And they
enticed him with their mouth, and
they lie to him with their tongue.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 78

78:26 He removed the south wind
from heaven; and by his might
he brought in the south-west
wind. 78:27 And he rained upon
them flesh like dust, and feath-
ered birds like the sand of the
seas. 78:28 And they fell into the
midst of their camp, round about
their tents. 78:29 So they ate,
and were completely filled; and
he gave them their desire. 78:30
They were not disappointed of
their desire: but when their food
was yet in their mouth, 78:31 then
the indignation of God rose up
against them, and slew the fattest
of them, and overthrew the choice
men of Israel. 78:32 In the midst
of all this they sinned yet more,
and believed not his miracles.
78:33 And their days were con-
sumed in vanity, and their years
with anxiety. 78:34 When he slew
them, they sought him: and they
returned and called betimes upon
God. 78:35 And they remembered
that God was their helper, and
the most high God was their re-
deemer. 78:36 Yet they loved him
only with their mouth, and lied to
him with their tongue. 78:37 For
their heart was not right with him,
neither were they steadfast in his
covenant. (LXX)
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78:37 For their heart was not
steadfast toward Him, Nor were
they faithful in His covenant.
78:38 But He, being compassion-
ate, forgave their iniquity and did
not destroy them; And often He
restrained His anger And did not
arouse all His wrath. 78:39 Thus
He remembered that they were
but flesh, A wind that passes and
does not return. 78:40 How often
they rebelled against Him in the
wilderness And grieved Him in
the desert! 78:41 Again and again
they tempted God, And pained the
Holy One of Israel. 78:42 They
did not remember His power,
The day when He redeemed them
from the adversary, 78:43 When
He performed His signs in Egypt
And His marvels in the field of
Zoan, 78:44 And turned their riv-
ers to blood, And their streams,
they could not drink. 78:45 He
sent among them swarms of flies
which devoured them, And frogs
which destroyed them. 78:46
He gave also their crops to the
grasshopper And the product of
their labor to the locust. 78:47 He
destroyed their vines with hail-
stones And their sycamore trees
with frost. 78:48 He gave over
their cattle also to the hailstones
And their herds to bolts of light-
ning. 78:49 He sent upon them
His burning anger, Fury and in-
dignation and trouble, A band of
destroying angels. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 78

78:37 Because their heart was not
faithful to him, and they did not be-
lieve in his covenant. 78:38 But he
is merciful, atoning for their sins,
and does not destroy them; and he
frequently turns from his anger,
and he will not hasten all his wrath
against them. 78:39 And he remem-
bers that they are sons of flesh, a
breath that goes away and does not
return. 78:40 How they would reb-
el against him in the wilderness!
They would cause anger in his pres-
ence in a desolate place. 78:41 And
they turned and tempted God, and
brought regret to the Holy One of
Israel. 78:42 They did not remem-
ber his miracle, and the day that he
redeemed them from the oppres-
sor. 78:43 Who set out his signs in
Egypt, and his wonders in the field
of Tanis. 78:44 And he turned their
canals to blood, and they could not
drink from their streams. 78:45
He will incite against them a mass
of wild animals, and exterminate
them; likewise frogs, and he will
slaughter them. 78:46 And he gave
and handed over their grain to the
grasshopper, and their toil to the
locust. 78:47 And he stripped their
vines with hail, and their sycamores
with locusts. 78:48 And he handed
over their cattle to the hail, and their
flocks to sparks of fire. 78:49 He
will incite against them two hundred
and fifty plagues in the harshness of
his anger, in wrath, and in hostility,
and in woe; which are sent in due
time by evil messengers. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 78

78:38 But he is compassionate,
and will forgive their sins, and
will not destroy them: yea, he will
frequently turn away his wrath,
and will not kindle all his anger.
78:39 And he remembered that
they are flesh; a wind that passes
away, and returns not. 78:40 How
often did they provoke him in the
wilderness, and anger him in a dry
land! 78:41 Yea, they turned back,
and tempted God, and provoked
the Holy One of Israel. 78:42
They remembered not his hand,
the day in which he delivered
them from the hand of the oppres-
sor. 78:43 How he had wrought
his signs in Egypt, and his won-
ders in the field of Tanes: 78:44
and had changed their rivers into
blood; and their streams, that they
should not drink. 78:45 He sent
against them the dog-fly, and it de-
voured them; and the frog, and it
spoiled them. 78:46 And he gave
their fruit to the canker worm, and
their labours to the locust. 78:47
He killed their vines with hail, and
their sycamores with frost. 78:48
And he gave up their cattle to hail,
and their substance to the fire.
78:49 He sent out against them
the fury of his anger, wrath, and
indignation, and affliction, a mes-
sage by evil angels. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 78

78:50 He leveled a path for His
anger; He did not spare their
soul from death, But gave over
their life to the plague, 78:51
And smote all the firstborn in
Egypt, The first issue of their vi-
rility in the tents of Ham. 78:52
But He led forth His own peo-
ple like sheep And guided them
in the wilderness like a flock;
78:53 He led them safely, so that
they did not fear; But the sea en-
gulfed their enemies. 78:54 So He
brought them to His holy land, To
this hill country which His right
hand had gained. 78:55 He also
drove out the nations before them
And apportioned them for an in-
heritance by measurement, And
made the tribes of Israel dwell in
their tents. 78:56 Yet they tempt-
ed and rebelled against the Most
High God And did not keep His
testimonies, 78:57 But turned
back and acted treacherously like
their fathers; They turned aside
like a treacherous bow. 78:58 For
they provoked Him with their
high places And aroused His jeal-
ousy with their graven images.
78:59 When God heard, He was
filled with wrath And greatly ab-
horred Israel; 78:60 So that He
abandoned the dwelling place at
Shiloh, The tent which He had
pitched among men, 78:61 And
gave up His strength to captivity
And His glory into the hand of the
adversary. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 78

78:50 He will travel on the path of
his harshness, not keeping their soul
from death, and handing over their
cattle to the plague. 78:51 And he
slew all the firstborn in Egypt, the
beginning of their sorrow in the
tents of Ham. 78:52 And he led his
people like a flock, and guided them
like a sheep flock in the wilderness.
78:53 And he settled them secure-
ly, and they did not fear; and the
sea covered their enemies. 78:54
And he brought them into the ter-
ritory of the site of the Temple, the
same mountain that his right hand
created. 78:55 And he drove out the
Gentiles before them, and settled
them in the lot of his inheritance,
and settled the tribes of Israel in
their tents. 78:56 But they tempt-
ed and provoked in the presence of
God Most High, and they did not
keep his testimony. 78:57 And they
relapsed and did evil like their fa-
thers; they became bent like a bow
that shoots arrows. 78:58 And they
caused anger in his presence with
their libations; and they made him
jealous with their idols and images.
78:59 It was heard in the presence
of God, and he became angry, and
his soul was very disgusted with
Israel. 78:60 And he abandoned the
tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent where
his presence did abide among the
sons of men. 78:61 And he handed
over his Torah to captivity, and his
splendor to the hand of the oppres-
sor. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 78

78:50 He made a way for his
wrath; he spared not their souls
from death, but consigned their
cattle to death; 78:51 and smote
every first-born in the land of
Egypt; the first-fruits of their la-
bours in the tents of Cham. 78:52
And he removed his people like
sheep; he led them as a flock in the
wilderness. 78:53 And he guided
them with hope, and they feared
not: but the sea covered their ene-
mies. 78:54 And he brought them
in to the mountain of his sanctu-
ary, this mountain which his right
hand had purchased. 78:55 And
he cast out the nations from before
them, and made them to inherit by
a line of inheritance, and made
the tribes of Israel to dwell in
their tents. 78:56 Yet they tempt-
ed and provoked the most high
God, and kept not his testimo-
nies. 78:57 And they turned back,
and broke covenant, even as also
their fathers: they became like a
crooked bow. 78:58 And they pro-
voked him with their high places,
and moved him to jealousy with
their graven images. 78:59 God
heard and lightly regarded them,
and greatly despised Israel. 78:60
And he rejected the tabernacle of
Selom, his tent where he dwelt
among men. 78:61 And he gave
their strength into captivity, and
their beauty into the enemy’s
hand. (LXX)
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78:62 He also delivered His peo-
ple to the sword, And was filled
with wrath at His inheritance.
78:63 Fire devoured His young
men, And His virgins had no
wedding songs. 78:64 His priests
fell by the sword, And His wid-
ows could not weep. 78:65 Then
the Lord awoke as if from sleep,
Like a warrior overcome by wine.
78:66 He drove His adversaries
backward; He put on them an
everlasting reproach. 78:67 He
also rejected the tent of Joseph,
And did not choose the tribe of
Ephraim, 78:68 But chose the
tribe of Judah, Mount Zion which
He loved. 78:69 And He built His
sanctuary like the heights, Like
the earth which He has found-
ed forever. 78:70 He also chose
David His servant And took him
from the sheepfolds; 78:71 From
the care of the ewes with suckling
lambs He brought him To shep-
herd Jacob His people, And Is-
rael His inheritance. 78:72 So he
shepherded them according to the
integrity of his heart, And guid-
ed them with his skillful hands.
(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 78

78:62 And he handed over his peo-
ple to those who slay with the sword,
and became angry with his inheri-
tance. 78:63 The fire consumed his
young men, and his young wom-
en were not respected. 78:64 His
priests will fall with the killing of
the sword, and his widows had no
time to weep. Another Targum: At
the time when the Philistines cap-
tured the ark of the Lord, the priests
of Shiloh, Hophni and Phinehas fell
by the sword; and at the time when
they informed his wives, they did
not weep, for they too died on that
same day. 78:65 And the Lord woke
up like a sleeper, like a man who
opens his eyes from wine. 78:66
And he smote his oppressors on
their behinds with hemorrhoids; he
gave them eternal disgrace. 78:67
And he was disgusted with the tab-
ernacle spread over the territory of
Joseph; and he took no pleasure in
the tribe of Ephraim. 78:68 But he
was pleased with the tribe of Ju-
dah, with Mount Zion that he loves.
78:69 And he built his sanctuary
like the horn of the wild ox, fixed
like the earth that he founded for-
ever and ever. 78:70 And he was
pleased with David his servant, and
took him from the flocks of sheep.
78:71 And he brought him [away]
from [following] after sucklings to
rule over Jacob his people, and over
Israel his inheritance. 78:72 And he
reigned over them in the perfection
of his heart, and he will guide them
by the understanding of his hands.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 78

78:62 And he gave his people to
the sword; and disdained his in-
heritance. 78:63 Fire devoured
their young men; and their virgins
mourned not. 78:64 Their priests
fell by the sword; and their wid-
ows shall not be wept for. 78:65
So the Lord awaked as one out of
sleep, and as a mighty man who
has been heated with wine. 78:66
And he smote his enemies in the
hinder parts: he brought on them
a perpetual reproach. 78:67 And
he rejected the tabernacle of Jo-
seph, and chose not the tribe of
Ephraim; 78:68 but chose the
tribe of Judah, the mount Sion
which he loved. 78:69 And he
built his sanctuary as the place of
unicorns; he founded it for ever
on the earth. 78:70 He chose Da-
vid also his servant, and took him
up from the flocks of sheep. 78:71
He took him from following the
ewes great with young, to be the
shepherd of Jacob his servant, and
Israel his inheritance. 78:72 So he
tended them in the innocency of
his heart; and guided them by the
skillfulness of his hands.

Part 1a

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 77:1-72, the psalm opens saying, *R¥ f13°TRT APR? 2°2Wn X
D-"ARY DR T °N7In A Maskil of Asaph. 78:1 Listen, O my people, to my instruction; Incline your
ears to the words of my mouth. (NASB) Notice how Asaph states ““his Torah,” to listen, incline the ears to

the words of his mouth. The word Torah (7771) is derived from the root word NM17°2 or yareh (777°) meaning
as a verb ““‘to shoot, fire (arms), cast, throw (ancient).” The verb is used having the meaning to shoot an
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arrow and hitting the mark. That mark was the object being aimed at hitting, an therefore the word Torah
has the meaning of hitting the mark. In the books of Moshe, the target is truth, God’s truth, and how one is
to understand the differences between truth and falsehood, how we are to draw near to the Lord, and how to
relate to the Lord, and what it means to walk in righteousness and holiness. Based upon the derived meaning

of the word Torah (717N), the aim or goal of Torah is to teach us the truth about the Lord God in heaven,

the creator of the universe. With this sense on the word Torah (7170), the meaning of Torah is direction,
teaching, instruction, or doctrine. In addition, with the knowledge that the Torah we receive God’s instruc-
tions to His people, the usual translation of this word as law is not quite accurate. Note how the Aramaic

Targum translates this verse, Tehillim / Psalms 78:1 N IR "y N°XX AOKT 17° 5V XWTIP M7 X7OW X

719 97 PIDYITIR NPEXR 78:1 A teaching of the Holy Spirit, composed by Asaph. Hear, O my people, my
Torah; incline your ears to the utterances of my mouth. (EMC) The rabbis translate the words of Asaph as being
inspired by the Holy Spirit, and as the instruction or teaching of Asaph that is inspired by the Lord God Himself. The
Targum (the rabbis) is in agreement with this interpretation of the word Torah (7170).

While studying the Septuagint, a statistical analysis of the Greek text reveals that the most common

way the word Torah (77710) is rendered is by the Greek words nomos (vopog) or nomo. The Greek text
uses the word nomos (vopog) in a variety of ways, one of which is law, however nomos is not limited in its
translation to mean “law.” For example in Mishley / Proverbs 1:8 197X N7IA Wun=HK) 702X 1012 %12 yny
1:8 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. (NIV) and the
Septuagint translation, dikove L€ Todelay TATPOC GOV Kol T} Ardon Bespovg untpog cov, where the word
Torah is translated as Oeopobc meaning “instruction.” In a similar way, within the writers of the Apostolic

Writings renders the Hebrew word Torah (71710) using the word nomos (vopog) or nomo (bu®dv), where in
some instances, it is more appropriate to translate nomos as God’s ““teaching or instruction” rather than

“law.”” There are two Hebrew words that are derived from the same root as Torah, moreh (:771717) and horeh

(7M7). A moreh is one who imparts instruction to his/her students, and a horeh is a reference to a parent
who teaches and instructs the his or her child. As a result of the word Torah taking on a greater meaning
that simply “law,”” Judaism uses the word Torah in a very broad sense. For example, sometimes the word
Torah is used to describe the Talmud. In other instances, the Torah may be a reference to the Oral Torah, the
Mishnah.

According to the Sages, the Oral Torah was communicated to Moshe on the mountain of Sinai, and
Moshe wrote down the written Torah, the Scriptures. The oral Torah was transmitted orally through the gen-
erations until Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi authorized for the oral Torah to be written down due to the destruction
of the second Temple in Jerusalem. The writing of the oral Torah is called the Mishnah. The Mishnah was
completed around approximately 200 CE. Following the writing of the Mishnah, the sages began to write
commentaries on the Mishnah and the Torah in the MT, and these commentaries are called the Gemara. The
Gemara was combined with the Mishnah into one work called the Talmud. There are two Talmuds, one pro-
duced in Israel (Jerusalem Talmud) and the other produced in Babylonia (Babylonian Talmud). The Jerusa-
lem Talmud was completed in approximately the year 400 CE and the Babylonian Talmud was completed
roughly around 500 CE. Today, Judaism for the most part (the Orthodox) consider the Babylonian Talmud
to be the more authoritative of the two Talmuds. As a result of the communicating of the Sages discussions
in written form (commentary), the writing of the Mishnah, and Judaism’s use of the Talmud for hundreds of
years, the Talmud is also considered to be the Oral Torah, the same Oral Torah that was revealed to Moses
on Mount Sinai and, therefore, carries great authority. As a result of these things, it is important to study
and to know the Mishnah and the Talmud. Learning about the interpretations of the rabbis may help to in-
terpret and understand many passages in the Scriptures, their application to our lives, and for understanding
the Apostolic Writings. The important point to remember while studying the Mishnah, the Talmud, and the
rabbis, is to understand that these are interpretations of the Scriptures, and interpretations are always open
for debate on their authoritative nature. The rabbis do not hold a greater spiritual authority over our lives
than do the written Scriptures. The written Word of God, the Tanach and the Apostolic Writings take a pri-
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ority. The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 4:6 Now these things, brethren, | have figuratively applied to
myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one
of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other. (NASB) The point is to be careful not exceed
what is written, this is obviously a reference to the written Scriptures, the Word of God, since the Mishnah
and the Talmud would not have been written until hundreds of years later, Paul was not making reference

to these texts. In addition, the word Torah (:71710) has been applied as a reference to all of Scripture, even
Yeshua himself used the word Torah within this context (see John 10:25-30 and Yeshua answering his op-
ponents referencing Tehillim / Psalms 82:6 and saying ““it is written in your Torah,” etc) This is one of the
NT references where Torah (vouw) is interpreted as “instruction.” (10:34 danexpidn avtoic 6 Tncodg Ovk

gotv yeypopuuévov &v 16 voum vudv Eyd eino Ocoi é6te) Yeshua demonstrated that the word Torah (7710)
can be used as a reference to the entire bible and not just the first five books of Moshe. As Yeshua demon-

strated, the word Torah (:7711) may be applied as a reference to all of Scripture, therefore, this term should
be used first and foremost as a reference to the books of Moshe, but we may also use Torah to speak of all of
Scripture. The idea of all of Scripture as referring to Torah, is that all of us are to be yielding our members
to our Father in heaven, and to Yeshua the Messiah. The manner in which we do this is to be obedient to the
command. This was and is the purpose of the Lord giving His Holy Spirit to His children, to empower our
lives and to help us to overcome sin. Overcoming sin is synonymous to being obedient to the commands,
since sin is by its very definition “disobedience.”

Asaph continues saying the following, D¥731 2V WX 3 :07R-"3 NIT0 AY°AR 9 DWR2 AoRoR 2
I will open my mouth in a parable; | will utter dark sayings of old, 78:3 Which we have heard and known,
And our fathers have told us. 78:4 We will not conceal them from their children, But tell to the generation
to come the praises of the Lord, And His strength and His wondrous works that He has done. (NASB) What
does he mean by dark sayings of old? The Apostle Paul mentions to the Ephesians saying, 3:9 and to bring
to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all

things; (NASB) This is the concept of something being hidden from since the beginning. Parables (7))
are coupled to these dark sayings of old, which suggests that these things are written to in such a way so as
to be searched out. The Lord places types, shadows, ceremonies, that are not so clearly understood, so that
the nature of truth is not clearly discerned. Why do you think the Lord functions in this manner? Take for
example the ashes of the red heifer. In Bamidbar / Numbers 19:1, we read the following, 71777 7271 X
7D IR MRPN PRTW? °13-98 | 127 MRY ¥ ME-WR TVAT DR DXT 2 IRY TIR-28) Twn-o8
2V 2y TY-KXD WK 01 A2-PR WK TR 7978 19:1 ADONAI said to Moshe and Aharon, 19:2 “This
is the regulation from the Torah which ADONAI has commanded. (CJB) In Parashat Chukot, the red female
cow (red heifer) is burned to ashes. We are told the one who is clean collects the ashes and places the ashes
in a clean place. The person who collected the ashes however becomes unclean from touching the ashes.
The ashes are placed in water and the ash-water mixture is for the purification of uncleanness. Notice how
touching the ash-water mixture causes one to become unclean, but yet these waters are used for the pur-
pose of sprinkling for purification, to make one clean before entering the temple after having touched some
dead thing. This mixture has the capacity to make one both clean and unclean. This would be considered
a good example of what Asaph and Paul are trying to say regarding the hidden things, or as Asaph says
the “parable; | will utter dark sayings of old.” (27->3n N7 AY°2X °® HWn2) These things need to be
searched out to understand their meaning. The MT adds further mystery saying the red heifer is more than a
commandment, it is an statute or an ordinance (NP?17) that is to be followed without question. The Talmudic
commentaries suggest a link between the red heifer and the sin of the Golden Calf. (see Shemot / Exodus 32)
The ashes of the Parah Adumah (77217X 7179, Red Heifer) were divided into three parts. Rambam (Laws of
the Red Heifer, chapter 3) explains saying the following:

“And they used to divide all the ashes into three portions: one was kept on the Rampart, one
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on the Mount of Olives, and one was apportioned among all the watches of the priests. Those
ashes which were apportioned among all the watches the priests used for sanctifying water
of purification, and the ashes kept on the Mount of Olives ordinary Israelites used for sprin-
kling, and the ashes kept on the Rampart were carefully reserved, for it is said, And it shall
be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel, (Bamidbar / Numbers 19:9) teaching
that some of the ashes should be reserved. So, too, they used to reserve on the Rampart some
of the ashes of every red heifer they had burnt. Now nine red heifers were prepared from
the time this commandment was received until the Temple was destroyed the second time:
the first, Moshe our master prepared, the second, Ezra prepared, and there were seven from
Ezra to the destruction of the Temple. And a tenth King Mashiach will prepare, may he soon
be revealed!”

Notice something about Rambam’s commentary, he speaks of the separating of the ashes for three groups,
the rampart which is a reference to the path up to the Temple mount, the priests, and the common person.
Rambam also mentions that there was only a certain number of red heifers who have been slaughtered, and
that the King Messiah will prepare the tenth red heifer. Therefore, there appears to be a conceptual relation-

ship between the laws of the Parah Adumah (717X 7179, Red Heifer) and the coming of Mashiach. This
is why the Rambam mentions the awaiting of Messiah’s arrival in the laws of Parah Adumabh, although the
Messiah is mentioned in his Yad HaChazakah (in his Mishneh Torah) before the laws of the Parah Adumah.
In the Torah, it was taken by faith the ashes of the red heifer would cleanse one from being unclean from the
touching of a dead body. All throughout the Torah we can see faith is the mechanism God uses to make us
clean and to forgive us of our sins. One of the roles of the Torah is to teach us justification by faith, which is
spoken of in the Apostolic Writings. We see this kind of faith being put into operation within the statutes of
the red heifer, and we find the culmination of the instructions of Torah in the Messiah Yeshua. The writer of
the book of Hebrews understood the ultimate purpose of the Torah. Hebrews 10:1-10 states 10:1 For the To-
rah has in it a shadow of the good things to come, but not the actual manifestation of the originals. (NASB)
The author of the book of Hebrews speaks of not hiding what has happened in the past, but to instruct our
children in how the Lord has worked in our lives.

Something to note, according to the rabbis, the exile from the Land of Israel is related to the concept of
ritual defilement by reason of coming in contact with the dead. The parallel is related to a spiritual death,
because it was through iniquity that the Lord caused the people to leave the Land. The ashes of the Parah
Adumah for purification from the defilement of death alludes to the time of the coming of Mashiach. The
coming of the King Messiah is connected to a time of redemption and salvation from exile and from our
enemies as we have studied previously. When one leaves the bonds of spiritual death (sin), one then cleaves
unto the Lord. Note the rabbis concept (Rambam) of the separating of the ashes of the red heifer, (i) each
Parah Adumabh that is mentioned, a portion is set aside to be a keepsake until the time of Mashiach, and (ii)
for each Parah Adumah this tradition of setting aside a portion of the ashes causes the tradition to trace its
association back to the first Parah Adumah, which Moshe made. Note also that the red heifer was sacrificed
outside of the Temple Mount in contrast to the other sacrifices which lends itself to an interesting connection
to Yeshua following in step with the Torah regarding the work of the Messiah.

The Targum states, 78:1 A teaching of the Holy Spirit, composed by Asaph. Hear, O my people, my To-
rah; incline your ears to the utterances of my mouth. 78:2 I will open my mouth in a proverb; I will declare
riddles from ancient times. 78:3 Which we have heard and known, and [which] our fathers told to us. 78:4
We will not hide it from their sons, recounting the psalms of the Lord to a later generation, and his might,
and the wonders that he performed. (EMC) Notice how the dark sayings of old, the proverb, or the riddle
from old, was told to us from our fathers. Asaph says these things are not to be concealed or hidden from
our children, they are to be recounted, to be remembered, so that we can praise the Name of the Lord for
the wonders that He has performed. This is the importance of traditions, to pass down the knowledge of the
Lord and what He has done, to remember His glory and to have the expectation of the Lord working in our
lives in a similar way.
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Asaph continues saying, ~27 QY7377 1°DI2R-NX MIX-IWR X2 W 77IM 2pyea | Ty opn .
OR-"2991 MY X1 0203 DTN MW 1107 30907 M) T2 02 TN T | W 1n? o)
137X 1°NI¥NI 78:5 For He established a testimony in Jacob And appointed a law in Israel, Which He com-
manded our fathers That they should teach them to their children, 78:6 That the generation to come might
know, even the children yet to be born, That they may arise and tell them to their children, 78:7 That they
should put their confidence in God And not forget the works of God, But keep His commandments, (NASB)
Notice how he says the Lord has placed a testimony in Jacob. What exactly is Asaph talking about with
regard to establishing a testimony in Jacob? Asaph says that He (God) has appointed a law in Israel mean-
ing that He has given Israel His Torah. According to Tehillim / Psalms 81:3-6, the blowing of the Shofar in
the festival month was used as a testimony, as a witness, and as a tradition to bear witness of what the Lord
has done. Here the witness is given as the blowing of the shofar, not as a verbal recitation of the Scriptures.
The sounding of the shofar functions as a witness to the presence of God, His power, and His might. This
element of tradition is what comes out of the text from the Psalms from both David and Asaph. We are told
that God commanded us to teach the Scriptures to our children, as we read in Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:5-9.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:5-9

6:5 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your might. 6:6 ‘These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 6:7
You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house
and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 6:8 “You shall
bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 6:9 “You
shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. (NASB)

Note that in the previous chapter, Devarim / Deuteronomy 5:1-33, Moshe repeated the Ten Commandments
which provides for us the basis for God’s moral law. We are told to hear, listen, learn, keep, and do the com-
mands because obedience to the Torah is the way in which we honor our Father in heaven and Yeshua the
Messiah, and is the way in which we open the path for victory and blessing in our lives. Note that obedience
isn’t the mechanism for getting God to do something, the Apostolic Writings explains that those who love
God will follow His instructions, His ways, His paths, and by walking in the commands we are walking with
Him. We are brought into the covenant by faith because of the Lord’s great love, mercy, and grace. As a
result, we are told in the Torah again and again how the Lord desires to dwell in our midst. As the children
of God, the Lord walks along side us and gives us victory and blessing (see Shemot / Exodus 20:12, Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 5:16, Romans 2:23, Ephesians 6:2-3, Hebrews 10:16, James 1:25, 2:11, 2:8-26, 1 John 2:3-
4,24, 3:22, 5:2-3, 2 John 6, and Revelation 22:14). Notice how Asaph speaks in rabbinic fashion saying,
78:6 That the generation to come might know, even the children yet to be born, That they may arise and tell
them to their children, 78:7 That they should put their confidence in God And not forget the works of God,
But keep His commandments, (NASB) He says that the commandment to instruct your children proceeds
even to those who have yet to be born, a very rabbinic concept. The Targum states, 78:5 And he established
a witness among those of the house of Jacob, and he decreed a Torah among those of the house of Israel,
which he commanded our fathers to teach to their sons. 78:6 So that another generation, sons still to be
born, should know; they will arise and tell it to their children. 78:7 And they will place their hope in God,
and not forget the works of God, and they will keep his commandments. (EMC) Notice the ““from generation
to generation” which we discussed in the Tehillim / Psalms 77 study. This phrase is utilized to reveal the
importance of teaching our children to know the Lord. Tell our children of how the Lord has worked in our
lives which is the testimony He has given us which confirms the covenant that He has promised according
to the Scriptures.
Asaph continues with an exhortation to the people saying the following:
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Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 78:8-20

78:8 And not be like their fathers, A stubborn and rebellious generation, A generation that
did not prepare its heart And whose spirit was not faithful to God. 78:9 The sons of Ephraim
were archers equipped with bows, Yet they turned back in the day of battle. 78:10 They did
not keep the covenant of God And refused to walk in His law; 78:11 They forgot His deeds
And His miracles that He had shown them. 78:12 He wrought wonders before their fathers
In the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 78:13 He divided the sea and caused them to pass
through, And He made the waters stand up like a heap. 78:14 Then He led them with the
cloud by day And all the night with a light of fire. 78:15 He split the rocks in the wilderness
And gave them abundant drink like the ocean depths. 78:16 He brought forth streams also
from the rock And caused waters to run down like rivers. 78:17 Yet they still continued to sin
against Him, To rebel against the Most High in the desert. 78:18 And in their heart they put
God to the test By asking food according to their desire. 78:19 Then they spoke against God;
They said, ‘Can God prepare a table in the wilderness? 78:20 ‘Behold, He struck the rock
so that waters gushed out, And streams were overflowing; Can He give bread also? Will He
provide meat for His people?’ (NASB)

D°9R-"12 1 13m0 DR-NR A30KI-X?Y 127 1927-8D 717 79791 9730 737 aniaRa | P R 1
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Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 78:8-20

78:8 And they will not be like their fathers, a stubborn and vexing generation, a generation
whose heart was not firm with its lord, and its spirit was not faithful to God. 78:9 While they
were living in Egypt, the sons of Ephraim became arrogant; they calculated the appointed
time, and erred; they went out thirty years before the appointed time, with weapons of war,
and warriors bearing bows. They turned around and were killed on the day of battle. 78:10
Because they did not keep the covenant of God and refused to walk in his Torah. 78:11 And
the people, the house of Israel, forgot his deeds and his wonders that he showed them. 78:12
In front of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the tribes of their ancestors, he performed won-
ders in the land of Egypt, the field of Tanis. 78:13 He split the sea with the staff of Moses
their leader, and made them to pass through, and he made the water stand up, fastened like
a skin bottle. 78:14 And he guided them with the cloud by day, and all of the night with the
light of fire. 78:15 He split mountains with the staff of Moses their leader in the wilderness;
and he gave drink as if from the great deeps. 78:16 And he brought forth streams of water
from the rock, and he made water come down like flowing rivers. 78:17 But they continued
still to sin before him, to provoke anger in the presence of the Most High in the dry wilder-
ness. 78:18 And they tempted God in their heart, to ask for food for their souls. 78:19 And
they complained in the presence of the Lord; they said, “Is there the ability in the presence
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of God to set a table in the wilderness?”” 78:20 Behold, he already has smitten a rock, and
water gushed out, and streams flowed; is he also able to give bread, or to arrange food for
his people? (EMC)
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 78:8-20

78:8 That they should not be as their fathers, a perverse and provoking generation; a gen-
eration which set not its heart aright, and its spirit was not steadfast with God. 78:9 The
children of Ephraim, bending and shooting with the bow, turned back in the day of battle.
78:10 They kept not the covenant of God, and would not walk in his law. 78:11 And they
forgot his benefits, and his miracles which he had shewed them; 78:12 the miracles which he
wrought before their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the plain of Tanes. 78:13 He clave the
sea, and led them through: he made the waters to stand as in a bottle. 78:14 And he guided
them with a cloud by day, and all the night with a light of fire. 78:15 he clave a rock in the
wilderness, and made them drink as in a great deep. 78:16 And he brought water out of the
rock, and caused waters to flow down as rivers. 78:17 And they sinned yet more against him;
they provoked the Most High in the wilderness. 78:18 And they tempted God in their hearts,
in asking meat for the desire of their souls. 78:19 They spoke also against God, and said, Will
God be able to prepare a table in the wilderness? 78:20 Forasmuch as he smote the rock,
and the waters flowed, and the torrents ran abundantly; will he be able also to give bread, or
prepare a table for his people?
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Asaph exhorts the people saying they were a perverse generation that provoked the Lord. He provides
numerous Torah based examples of God’s mercy to deliver the people from bondage. He says, 78:12 He
wrought wonders before their fathers In the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. (NASB) The Targum says,
8:12 In front of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the tribes of their ancestors, he performed wonders in the
land of Egypt, the field of Tanis. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 78:12 the miracles which he wrought before
their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the plain of Tanes. (LXX) Each of these translations provides a location
for the Lord working miracles in Egypt. What is the plain of Zoan, Tanis, or Tanes? Smith’s bible dictionary
states the following:

Zoan -- (place of departure), an ancient city of lower Egypt, called Tanis by the Greeks. It
stood on the eastern bank of the Tanitic branch of the Nile. Its name indicates a place of de-
parture from a country, and hence it has been identified with Avaris (Tanis, the modern San),
the capital of the Shepherd dynasty in Egypt, built seven years after Hebron and existing
before the time of Abraham. It was taken by the Shepherd kings in their invasion of Egypt,
and by them rebuilt, and garrisoned, according to Manetho, with 240,000 men. This cite is
mentioned in connection with the plagues in such a manner as to leave no doubt that it is the
city spoken of in the narrative in Exodus as that where Pharaoh dwelt, (Psalms 78:42,43)
and where Moses wrought his wonders on the field of Zoan a rich plain extending thirty miles
toward the east. Tanis gave its name to the twenty-first and twenty-third dynasties and hence
its mention in Isaiah. (Isaiah 19:13; 30:4) (The present “field of Zoan” is a barren waste,
very thinly inhabited. “One of the principal capitals of Pharaoh is now the habitation of fish-
ermen the resort of wild beasts, and infested with reptiles and malignant fevers.”” There have
been discovered a great number of monuments here which throw light upon the Bible history.
Brugsch refers to two statues of colossal size of Mermesha of the thirteenth dynasty, wonder-
fully perfect in the execution of the individual parts and says that memorials of Rameses the
Great lie scattered broadcast like the mouldering bones of generations slain long ago. The
area of the sacred enclosure of the temple is 1500 feet by 1250.-ED.)

In a National Geographic’s article titled ““Lost City of Tanis Found, but Often Forgotten,” states that, the
city of Tanis was once the capital of all Egypt, and that Tanis’s royal tombs yielded artifacts on par with the
treasures of Tutankhamun. Tanis was known by many names. Ancient Egyptians called it Djanet, and the
Old Testament refers to the site as Zoan, Tanis, or Tanes, depending upon the translation. Today it’s called
San el-Hagar. This appears to have been a place of great wealth and pride for the Egyptian people which
naturally lends itself as a suitable place for the Lord to work his power before all of Egypt. The Scriptures
say that the Lord brought the miracles to the plain of the ancient city of Zoan.

The MT states, :i717 PX-NX 73A831-X?) 127 1°27-89 7§17 791 7730 137 oniana | »70 ¥9)  178:8
And not be like their fathers, A stubborn and rebellious generation, A generation that did not prepare its
heart And whose spirit was not faithful to God. (NASB) Asaph states, 717 2R-N§ 73283-X?] 127 1997-89
the generation of people did not establish, make firm, or prepare their hearts, and they did not have faith
in His Spirit (God’s Spirit). According to the Psalm, it is possible to prepare the heart, this was something
the rebellious generation failed to do. What does it mean to prepare the heart and then to have faith? In
the text, the psalmist draws a parallel to the one who has not prepared the heart and the one who has faith.
Having faith, or believing, is to take God’s Word, to understand it, and to apply it to our lives. What Asaph
appears to be speaking of is that the heart preparation means to take the time and energy to understand God’s
Word and then to apply it to one’s life. The important aspect of our relationship with the Lord is to properly
understand God’s Word. The main question we are to seek an answer for is “What did the author intend
his hearers to understand?”” In the case of Torah study, the Author is God who spoke, moved, and worked
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through Moshe. With regard to the author’s intent, consider the following questions:

1. What is the purpose of the book?

2. What is the larger context of the passage?

3. What is the immediate context of the passage?
4. What is the main point of the passage?

5. What principles does the passage teach?

6. How does God want me to apply these truths?

To answer these questions, begin by reading the passage several times and writing down observations as
you read. We are told that this generation of people was stubborn and rebellious, and they did not seek to
understand the Word of the Lord God Almighty. The Psalm continues saying, Tehillim / Psalms 78:9 The
sons of Ephraim were archers equipped with bows, Yet they turned back in the day of battle. 78:10 They did
not keep the covenant of God And refused to walk in His law; 78:11 They forgot His deeds And His miracles
that He had shown them. 78:12 He wrought wonders before their fathers In the land of Egypt, in the field of
Zoan. (NASB) He goes on to list the miracles the Lord performed, dividing the waters, the pillar of cloud
and fire, the water the Lord provided for them from the rock, and yet they still remained rebellious before
the Lord. We are told in Israel’s history that this spirit of rebellion and unpreparedness led to even Judah
forsaking the covenant of God, as the MT states, 78:21 Therefore the Lord heard and was full of wrath;
And a fire was kindled against Jacob And anger also mounted against Israel, 78:22 Because they did not
believe in God And did not trust in His salvation. (NASB) and the Targum states, 78:21. Then it was heard
in the presence of God, and he was angry, and fire was made to come up on those of the house of Jacob, and
also harsh anger came up on Israel. 78:22 For they did not believe in God, and did not put their trust in
his redemption. (EMC) Asaph stated that the testimony is something that will cause one’s faith to increase.
Note how this testimony is the Word of God and how important it is to study and remember what the Lord
has done. The remembering, coupled with the Spirit of God will cause us to continue in His covenant by
continuing to apply His Word to our lives. The point is that when we walk away from His Word, we are
walking away from His covenant. If we have faith, or say that we have faith in Yeshua the Messiah, then we
are also to be applying God’s Word to our lives with God’s help. Is this the approach you take to your life
and walk before the Lord God Almighty and Yeshua the Messiah?

Asaph continues saying that even in the midst of the rebellious nature of the people, the Lord, in His
mercy, provided for His people. He describes the Lord’s provision in the following way.

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 78:23-28

78:23 Yet He commanded the clouds above And opened the doors of heaven; 78:24 He rained
down manna upon them to eat And gave them food from heaven. 78:25 Man did eat the bread
of angels; He sent them food in abundance. 78:26 He caused the east wind to blow in the
heavens And by His power He directed the south wind. 78:27 When He rained meat upon
them like the dust, Even winged fowl like the sand of the seas, 78:28 Then He let them fall in
the midst of their camp, Round about their dwellings. 78:29 So they ate and were well filled,
And their desire He gave to them. (NASB)
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Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 78:23-28

78:23 And he commanded the skies above and he opened the windows of heaven. 78:24 And
he made descend on them manna to eat, and he gave them the grain of heaven. 78:25 The
sons of men ate food that came down from the abode of angels; he sent them provisions unto
satiety. 78:26 He made the east wind move in the heavens, and guided the south wind by his
strength. 78:27 And he made flesh descend on them like dust, and flying fowl like the sand of
the sea. 78:28 And he made them fall in the midst of his camp, round about its tents. (EMC)

Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 78:8-20

78:23 Yet he commanded the clouds from above, and opened the doors of heaven, 78:24 and
rained upon them manna to eat, and gave them the bread of heaven. 78:25 Man ate angels’
bread; he sent them provision to the full. 78:26 He removed the south wind from heaven; and
by his might he brought in the south-west wind. 78:27 And he rained upon them flesh like
dust, and feathered birds like the sand of the seas. 78:28 And they fell into the midst of their
camp, round about their tents. (LXX)

Asaph states that the people were rebellious and their hearts were unprepared. The Lord provided for their
wants and needs by opening the doors of heaven and raining down manna for them to eat. Notice the inter-
pretation of the Torah which states that in the morning, the dew would settle upon the plants and the ground,
and the manna was left as little flakes as the dew evaporated in the morning light. Asaph says that God
opened the doors to heaven and rained down the manna. The morning dew does not rain down. The point
is that the Lord provided them with bread from heaven, which is the Word of God, something they missed
because they did not prepare their hearts. The Targum states, 78:24 And he made descend on them manna to
eat, and he gave them the grain of heaven. 78:25 The sons of men ate food that came down from the abode
of angels; he sent them provisions unto satiety. (EMC) Remember how the rabbis say that the presence of
God, His glory, and even the spirit of prophecy descends upon the person who studies Torah, who studies
His word. The people did not prepare their hearts, they did not hold fast to the Word of God, and the Lord
rained down manna, and the people were confused and said “Ma Hu?”” meaning ““what is this?”” The rab-
bis go further to describe the manna as angels food and that they ate until their stomachs were satisfied.
The Lord gave them bread to eat and also meat. What is interesting is how the Torah is drawing a contrast
here between the bread from heaven, spiritual things and God’s word which descends from heaven, which
the people were unsatisfied with, they wanted the things of this world which may be paralleled to the flesh
(meat) the Lord gave them only after the people had complained about the spiritual food (the bread). Note
again how the spiritual food is paralleled to the bread from heaven, the preparing of our hearts before God,
and the studying and remembering His Words, faith, His covenant, and applying His Word to our lives. It
seems the application of the Word of God is a function of one’s faith, it follows through from our faith in the
Lord and our love for Him! Does your faith in God and Yeshua the Messiah function in this way?
Asaph continues saying the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 78:30-36

78:30 Before they had satisfied their desire, While their food was in their mouths, 78:31
The anger of God rose against them And killed some of their stoutest ones, And subdued
the choice men of Israel. 78:32 In spite of all this they still sinned And did not believe in
His wonderful works. 78:33 So He brought their days to an end in futility And their years in
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sudden terror. 78:34 When He killed them, then they sought Him, And returned and searched
diligently for God; 78:35 And they remembered that God was their rock, And the Most High
God their Redeemer. 78:36 But they deceived Him with their mouth And lied to Him with
their tongue. (NASB)

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 78:29-36

78:29 And they ate and were very satisfied; so he brought to them their craving. 78:30 They
did not turn from their craving, still their food was in their mouth 78:31 And the anger of
God went up on them, and he slew some of their champions, and he subdued the young men
of Israel. 78:32 For all this they sinned again, and did not believe in his wonders. 78:33 And
he ended their days with nothingness, and their years with disaster. 78:34 Whenever he killed
them, they sought him, repenting; and they will repent and pray in the presence of God. 78:35
And they remembered, for God is their strength, and the Most High God is their redeemer.
78:36 And they enticed him with their mouth, and they lie to him with their tongue. (EMC)

Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 78:29-36

78:29 So they ate, and were completely filled; and he gave them their desire. 78:30 They
were not disappointed of their desire: but when their food was yet in their mouth, 78:31 then
the indignation of God rose up against them, and slew the fattest of them, and overthrew the
choice men of Israel. 78:32 In the midst of all this they sinned yet more, and believed not his
miracles. 78:33 And their days were consumed in vanity, and their years with anxiety. 78:34
When he slew them, they sought him: and they returned and called betimes upon God. 78:35
And they remembered that God was their helper, and the most high God was their redeemer.
78:36 Yet they loved him only with their mouth, and lied to him with their tongue. (LXX)

Note how while the food was in their mouths, they appear to not have been thankful for the provision of
the Lord, the Lord then stuck them down for their lack of sense of gratitude. Note how the Torah speaks of
eating and being satisfied:

Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:10-12

8:10 And thou shalt eat and be satisfied, and bless the LORD thy God for the good land
which He hath given thee. 8:11 Beware lest thou forget the LORD thy God, in not keeping His
commandments, and His ordinances, and His statutes, which | command thee this day; 8:12
lest when thou hast eaten and art satisfied, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein...
then thy heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, who brought thee forth out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage...and thou say in thy heart: ‘My power and the
might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth.’
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The Torah speaks of eating and being satisfied and then ““blessing the Lord for the good things He has pro-
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vided.” This is what the people lacked, they lacked the gratitude of God’s provision. They had not prepared
their hearts before or after the meal. The rabbis have a few comments on this topic which draws these things
into context:

Mishneh Torah, Blessings 1:4

(4) So it is that there are three forms of blessing: blessing for deriving benefit, blessing for
fulfilling a mitzvah, and blessing of thanks. Expressions of praise and gratitude and requests
in order to remember the Creator always and to fear Him.
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Rambam says that the blessing is given over the meal by reason of three things, for deriving benefit, ful-
filling a mitzvah, and for thanks unto God. Notice how we are to be thankful for being able to obey God’s
commands. In other words, we are to be thankful for the Lord giving us the ability to overcome sin. We are
to be thankful for the Lord’s mercy and the benefit of what He has done for us, in the provision, wealth, and
even for the breath that we have. The blessings we speak of unto the Lord, are for the purpose of expressing
our gratitude and praise of the Lord for His wondrous works in our lives. The following is some comments
from Rav Kook’s Guide for the Perplexed.

For the Perplexed of the Generation 4:9 (Rav Kook)

(9) When the existence of gratitude and recognition of the good becomes lacking from exis-
tence, the spirit of man is left without sparkle or shine. Therefore it is impossible for existence
not to include this perfection, because it can only come when there is a free will involved in
the benefit of creation.
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Rabbi Kook states that without gratitude and thanks, one does not recognize the source of the blessings upon
our lives. When one does not recognize this thing, one does not have the spark of life within him that comes
from God. The interpretation is that the very fact that we exist and have life is by reason of the Lord and His
creation, and we are to be thankful for having the opportunity to live and to give thanks. The important point
of this study thus far is the importance of the preparing of our hearts before God, to be sensitive to spiritual
things, to study and remember His Words, to have faith, to be thankful of His covenant, and to seek to apply
His Word to our lives. The application of the Word of God is a function of one’s faith, which follows by our
thankfulness of His mercy, all of which is by reason of our love for Him! Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We thank you for the mercies You have shown us every day and the way of salvation that You have
provided. Lord we recognize that the Scriptures were given as a way to remember your great and mighty
work in the past, present, and future. You have a plan for the redemption of Your people. We ask for help,
strength, and the resolve to live with that expectant hope daily. We thank You for the promises You have
made and Your continued faithfulness. Help us to keep our feet on the path of righteousness and truth ac-
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cording to Your Word, and also to have the desire to walk in Your ways. Thank You for giving us the faith
to believe in Yeshua the Messiah and for always calling our hearts back to You Lord! Please have mercy
on us, forgive us for our sins. We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the
covenant of peace that You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit,
and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory,
and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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