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Remembering and Declaring the Praises of God

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 75:1-9, the psalm opens saying, 2317 ﬂUW’D-‘?X Ug;@’? N
VW NORY For the choir director; set to Al-tashheth. A Psalm of Asaph, a Song. (NASB) Asaph says, 2
P NIRGDI 90 AW 217R) 1073 20N | 99 10790 75:1 We give thanks to You, O God, we give thanks,
For Your name is near; Men declare Your wondrous works. (NASB) What does it mean the Name of the
Lord is near? He continues saying, "I 7°20P-72) PIN-0°3121 7 :UBWR 0207 "IX 790 mpR-"3 3
199 3P7Y RIDN 75:2 ‘When 1 select an appointed time, It is I who judge with equity. 75:3 ‘The earth and
all who dwell in it melt; It is I who have firmly set its pillars. Selah. (NASB) The Hebrew text states that the
Lord make’s straight His judgments by the selection of an appointed time. How does the Lord making an
appointed time cause him to make His judgments straight? What does it mean to make a judgment straight?
Asaph continues saying, 02172 01722 ¥°00-58 1 112 MIN-2R DYWL 1900-08 299102 nnR

2PNV NI NQTN 75:4 I said to the boastful, ‘Do not boast,” And to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up the horn;
75:5 Do not lift up your horn on high, Do not speak with insolent pride.” (NASB) What does it mean to lift
the horn? The lifting of a horn is connected to one speaking in pride? Asaph continues saying, X? °3 T
1057 N ORW A VY DOOR-D 1T D0 1277 KP) 2R XYM 75:6 For not from the east, nor from
the west, Nor from the desert comes exaltation; 75:7 But God is the Judge, He puts down one and exalts
another. (NASB) The text says that not from the east or the west, or from the desert comes exaltation. Why
does the author not mention the north and the south? He says It is the Lord who raises up and exalts. He
says, (VIR 93 AW 1807 PURW-TR IR A0 T0R R0 | M I AI-T2 013°3 U 75:8 Fora cup is
in the hand of the Lord, and the wine foams; It is well mixed, and He pours out of this,; Surely all the wicked
of the earth must drain and drink down its dregs. (NASB) What does it mean that the wicked must drain
and drink the dregs? Why is the illustration of the wine used to describe the wicked who must drink? The
Psalm concludes saying, D312 7302190 YT7a8 DoY) °1R-22) R0 1Py OOR? 77218 Y0 TR IR O
3278 75:9 But as for me, I will declare it forever; I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 75:10 And all the
horns of the wicked He will cut off, But the horns of the righteous will be lifted up. (NASB) The author says
that he will declare it forever. What is it that he is declaring? He concludes with the Lord cutting off the
wicked, but raising up the horn of the righteous.
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Tehillim / Psalms 75

For the choir director; set to Al-tash-
heth. A Psalm of Asaph, a Song. 75:1
We give thanks to You, O God, we
give thanks, For Your name is near;
Men declare Your wondrous works.
75:2 ‘When 1 select an appointed
time, It is I who judge with equity.
75:3 ‘The earth and all who dwell
in it melt; It is I who have firmly set
its pillars. Selah. 75:4 ‘I said to the
boastful, ‘Do not boast,” And to the
wicked, ‘Do not lift up the horn; 75:5
Do not lift up your horn on high, Do
not speak with insolent pride.’* 75:6
For not from the east, nor from the
west, Nor from the desert comes ex-
altation; 75:7 But God is the Judge;
He puts down one and exalts anoth-
er. 75:8 For a cup is in the hand of
the Lord, and the wine foams; It is
well mixed, and He pours out of this;
Surely all the wicked of the earth
must drain and drink down its dregs.
75:9 But as for me, I will declare it
forever; [ will sing praises to the God
of Jacob. 75:10 And all the horns of
the wicked He will cut off, But the
horns of the righteous will be lifted
up. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 74

75:1 For praise; in the time that Da-
vid said, “Do not harm your people.”
A psalm composed by Asaph, and a
song. 75:2 We have praised you, O
Lord, we have praised you, and your
name is near, your wonders have de-
clared it. 75:3 Because of the meeting
of the festival, I will judge upright-
ly. 75:4 The inhabitants of the earth
melt away, and all who dwell in it;
I have made its pillars firm forever.
75:5 1 said to the mockers, “Do not
mock,” and to the wicked, “Do not
exalt [your] honor.” 75:6 Do not ex-
alt your honor to the height, you who
speak in harshness and blasphemy.
75:7 For there is none beside me from
east to west, nor from the north, the
area of deserts, to the south, the site
of mountains. 75:8 For God is a righ-
teous judge; this one he will humble,
and this one he will exalt. 75:9 For
the cup of cursing is in the hand of the
Lord, and a harsh wine, full of a bit-
ter mixture, to confuse the wits of the
wicked by what is poured out from it,
and more severe than the judgment
of the ancients; yet its dregs and its
foam all the wicked of the earth will
press out and drink. 75:10 But I will
tell forever the miracles; I will praise
the God of Jacob. 75:11 But all the
mighty loftiness of the wicked I will
humble; I will uproot them from their
strongholds; the mighty loftiness
of the righteous will be magnified.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 74

For the end, Destroy not, a Psalm of
a Song for Asaph. 75:1 We will give
thanks to thee, O God, we will give
thanks, and call upon thy name: [ will
declare all thy wonderful works. 75:2
When I shall take a set time, I will
judge righteously. 75:3 The earth is
dissolved, and all that dwell in it: I
have strengthened its pillars. Pause.
75:4 1 said unto the transgressors,
Do not transgress; and to the sinners,
Lift not up the horn. 75:5 Lift not up
your horn on high; speak not unrigh-
teousness against God. 75:6 For good
comes neither from the east, nor from
the west, nor from the desert moun-
tains. 75:7 For God is the judge; he
puts down one, and raises up another.
75:8 For there is a cup in the hand
of the Lord, full of unmingled wine;
and he has turned it from side to side,
but its dregs have not been whol-
ly poured out; all the sinners of the
earth shall drink them. 75:9 But [ will
exult for ever: I will sing praises to
the God of Jacob. 10 And I will break
all the horns of sinners; but the horns
of the righteous one shall be exalted.
(LXX)
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In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 75:1-9, the psalm opens saying, 3277 NOWA-7X8 0817 X
VW AORY For the choir director; set to Al-tashheth. A Psalm of Asaph, a Song. (NASB) The words -7X
NN are transliterated as Al-tashheth. The word NJWA appears to be an verb written in the Hiphil Imper-

fect 2" Masculine Singular form meaning “fo spoil; destroy.” Combining the negative particle NITYR-2X it
appears to have the meaning “do not destroy, ” which may be a reference to the Lord who is the Mighty One,
where He is the One who is capable of destroying and Asaph is asking the Lord not to destroy His people.
Brown, Drivers, Briggs Lexicon states that this is “a command to the chief musician, or perhaps the title of
a melody used for several Psalms,” BDB’s definition suggests some doubt on the part of the commentators
about its translation. The opening phrase of the Psalm in the MT generally gives a sense of what the author
is going to say. In this instance, Asaph is saying “do not destroy” and he writes a song to sing unto the Lord
His praises. This interpretation is consistent with the Aramaic Targum which states, 75:1 For praise; in the
time that David said, “Do not harm your people.” A psalm composed by Asaph, and a song. (EMC) and the
Septuagint which states, For the end, Destroy not, a Psalm of a Song for Asaph. (LXX)

Asaph says, :7°NIR?91 3790 7% 23721 10737 250K | 99 10797 2 7511 We give thanks to You, O God,
we give thanks, For Your name is near; Men declare Your wondrous works. (NASB) He says 77 3797 “we
thank You,” 337971 0798 literally “God we thank.” He continues saying, J0¥ 2121 “and near is Your
name.” What does it mean the Name of the Lord is near? He writes, T°DIX?91 1180 using the word NIX753
giving the meaning that “they number your miracles.” Asaph is saying that the people give thanks, and they
praise the Name of the Lord by numbering the miracles (works) He has performed. In the remembering
process, the Name of the Lord is near. The point that Asaph is making is the remembering of God working
in the life of His people, in their deliverance from Egypt, the miracles He performed for them, crossing the
red sea, the water from the rock, the bread from heaven, how He sustained them throughout the 40 years in
the wilderness, etc. The important observation from the Torah is that the manner in which one lives also
effects our relationship with the Lord in heaven, such that He will move in our lives to draw us back to Him
and His ways of righteousness and truth if we have fallen away. Living in sin causes the heart and the soul
to become dull to the Spirit of God and draws one away from remembering the Lord. This is why remem-
bering is so important, and how remembering draws in the fulfilling of the command, and how the Name of
the Lord is near. This is the point of the teaching in Parashat Yitro on Shemot / Exodus 20:24, the Lord said
“... in every place where I cause My name to be remembered, I will come to you and bless you.” (NASB)
This may also be the point of Parashat Korach, where these men were lost spiritually and desired to make a
name for themselves by changing the interpretation of the commands on who will be the priests and High
Priest in the Tabernacle. The Scriptures speak of the altar being built in a particular way (without tools) and
not to be built in places that are chosen arbitrarily, but at places in which the Lord has chosen. This is very
important, because obedience and having the right motivation in seeking the Lord in heaven is related to
hearing from God, and His presence being in our midst, and receiving his blessing.

Considering the teaching within “Christendom ” that states an individual may be saved merely by pro-
fessing a belief in the Messiah, this approach to salvation has caused some skeptics to claim that the Bible
contradicts itself where in one section of the Scriptures the disciples speak of only confessing a belief in
the Name of Yeshua, and other sections requires obedience as well (See / John and 1,2 Peter). Both Peter
and Paul declared, “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (see Acts 2:21, Romans 10:13,
and Joel 2:32), skeptics remind those they are talking to that Yeshua also stated, “Not everyone who says to
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven” (see
Matthew 7:21, and Luke 6:46). The basis for their argument is that Yeshua’s words in Matthew 7:21 are
opposed to the passages as Acts 2:21, Romans 10:13, and 1 John 2:4. The issue is that many people believe
“calling on the name of the Lord” is synonymous to saying “Jesus save me.” Is this what Asaph is trying
to say when he said “For Your name is near?” How does simply “calling out to Christ,” save a person
when the Messiah Himself proclaimed that a mere calling upon Him would not save a person? The key to
correctly understanding the phrase “calling on the name of the Lord” or as Asaph states, “We give thanks to
You, O God, we give thanks, For Your name is near, Men declare Your wondrous works, " 1s to recognize that
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more is involved in this action of calling out than a mere verbal or mental petition directed toward God. For
example, the “calling out” mentioned in Acts 2:21, Romans 10:13, and Acts 22:16 (e.g. Paul was “calling
on the name of the Lord”), is not equal with the “calling out Lord, Lord” as Yeshua spoke of in Matthew
7:21. To illustrate this point, when a person calls on someone, it frequently means more than simply making
a request. For example, when a medical doctor goes to a hospital patient’s room to “call on” some of his
patients, he does not simply walk into the room and say “I just wanted to come by and say Hello so you can
tell me how you are doing, now, pay me for the visit.” On the contrary, he involves himself in a service. He
examines the patient, listens to his/her concerns, gives instructions regarding their recovery, and prescribes
medication. All of these elements are involved in the doctor “calling upon” a patient. While studying the
expression of “calling upon the Name of the Lord, ” the way it is used in the Scriptures, the conclusion is that
this phrase has a deeper meaning. For example, Paul’s statement recorded in Acts 25:11 (gi pév ovv 4diké
kad d€ov avaTov mémpayd tt, 0O TopaTodpoL TO dmofaveiv: £l & 008EV 6TV OV 0VTOL KATNYOPODGIV LoV,
ovdeic pe dvvatar avtoig yapicacOor: Kaicapa emikarodpat.) saying, “I appeal unto Caesar.” The word
“appeal” (epikaloumai, émucaiodpar) is the same word translated “call” or “calling” in Acts 2:21, 22:16,
and Romans 10:13.

Acts 2:21
Kol Eoton mag O¢ v émkaiéontor tO dvopo Kupiov cmbnoetal.

Acts 22:16
Kol VOV ti pEALELS; dvaotdg Bamticot kol AmOA0LGAL TAG AUAPTING GOV EMKALECANEVOS TO
dvopa o ToD.

Romans 10:13
[Tdg yap 0¢ dv émkaréontar O dvoua Kupiov cwbnoeTart.

Paul was not simply saying, “I'm calling on Caesar to save me.” Paul appealed to Caesar, claiming the
right of a Roman citizen to have his case judged by Caesar. He was asking that his case be transferred to
Caesar’s court and that Caesar hear and pass judgment on his case. He indicated that he was resting his
case on Caesar’s judgment. In order for this to take place (to occur) Paul had to submit to whatever was
necessary in order for his case to be brought before Caesar. He had to submit to the Roman soldiers who
conveyed him to Rome. He had to submit to whatever formalities or procedure Caesar demanded of those
who came before him. All of this was involved in his appeal to Caesar. From this perspective, Paul’s calling
upon Caesar involved his submission to him. This is similar to Asaph’s words, 31737 2°7%% | 77 3797 2

- DIRGDI 190 W 23 75:1 We give thanks to You, O God, we give thanks, For Your name is near; Men
declare Your wondrous works. (NASB) The remembering of the Lord’s wondrous works is found within
the covenant relationship whose stipulations are put into practice in one’s life. The people whom Paul was
persecuting and later speaking to in his letters were not people who only prayed to God, but those who were
serving the Lord, and who, by their obedience, were submitting themselves to His authority (see Matthew
28:18). Zephaniah 3:9 links one’s “calling” with his “service” saying, 3:9 ‘For then I will give to the
peoples purified lips, That all of them may call on the name of the Lord, To serve Him shoulder to shoulder.
(NASB) Based upon these texts, when a person submits to the will of God, he can be described as “calling
on the Lord.” As a result, both Acts 2:21 and Romans 10.13 (example verses) do not contradict Matthew
7:21, because to “call on the Lord” involves more than simply pleading for salvation; it involves submitting
to God’s will. According to Colossians 3:17, (kai wav & 11 éav moiijte év A0y 1 &V Epym, TAVTO. &V GVOUOTL
Kvpiov Inood, evyoapiototvies @ Bed matpi o1’ avtod. 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. NASB) everything a believer does in
both word and deed, is to be carried out by the authority of Yeshua the Messiah. For a non-believer to re-
ceive salvation, this is no different. In order to receive salvation, a person must submit to the Lord’s author-
ity by entering into the covenant relationship with God which also involves Teshuvah (Repentance). This is
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what Acts 2:21 and Romans 10:13 are teaching; and it is our job to search the Scriptures to determine what it
means to “call upon the name of the Lord.” When Peter spoke to the crowd in Jerusalem following Shavuot
(Pentecost), and when the listeners learned that “calling on the name of the Lord for salvation” was equal
to obeying the Gospel, it was at that point that approximately 3,000 were “obedient to the faith” and per-
formed Teshuvah and were immersed in a mikvah (baptized) which showed an active decision to turn from
their sins and follow the risen Messiah. (see Acts 2:38, 2:41) Note how Paul speaks in Romans 10:6-15:

Romans 10:6-15

10:6 But the righteousness based on faith speaks as follows: ‘Do not say in your heart, ‘Who
will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down), 10:7 or ‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).’ 10:8 But what does it say? ‘The word is
near you, in your mouth and in your heart’that is, the word of faith which we are preaching,
10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10:10 for with the heart a person believes, re-
sulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 10:11 For
the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.’ 10:12 For there is
no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches
for all who call on Him; 10:13 for ‘Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
10:14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe
in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 10:15 How
will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those
who bring good news of good things!” (NASB)

Paul is speaking to the Romans saying, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” There is no
distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For “who-
ever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” He asks the question “How then shall they call on Him
in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how
shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent?” He continues saying,
as it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings
of good things!” Note that these passages do not explicitly define what it means to call on the name of the
Lord. What Paul does say is that the gentile cannot call upon the name after the One whom he has not heard,
not having heard the Word of God and believing it. Note how this parallels Parashat Ki Tavo (Devarim /

Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8) when Moshe lists the blessing that follows the one who listens and obeys (2 YAWi1
2> MW7) God’s Word, and the curse that follows when one chooses not to listen and obey. Devarim / Deu-
teronomy 28: 1 states NTWY? Y'Y T8 7170 2102 viwn Yinw-0r 7371 “now it comes to be that you listen

hearing the voice of the Lord God to keep and to do ...” The phrase YAWN Y1V is translated as “diligently
obey” according to the NASB. The translators of the NASB realize that both of these words are taken from

the root word YW meaning “fo listen/hear.” The first word ¥V is a 3—¥ Qal noun meaning “to hear

or to listen” and YOWN is written in the imperfect Qal second person masculine singular form denoting a
past action that is in progress but not completed at the time in question. This Hebrew phrase is translated
into English as “fo hear listening,” where the NASB translates as to “diligently obey” the Lord your God.

It is interesting that, the verse says “if you listen to the voice of the Lord your God” (¥RUn YinP-aX 7°m
niwy? MY 098 7170 21P32) in Hebrew, the imperfect form YW indicates that listening is an ongoing

process. This indicates the process of listening (hearing) and obeying God’s voice is an ongoing life long
process. A parallel is drawn within the sentence on “listening or hearing the voice of the Lord God” to the
words “to keep” ("MYY) and “to do” (NTWY?) what God has commanded. This is how Paul is drawing in
the context of hearing, continuing to listen, obeying, keeping, and doing, that is coupled to the covenant
inheritance, the “gospel” message of grace, salvation, sacrifice, and atonement. Paul is speaking of the
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covenant agreement of obedience to the Word of the Lord, just as Peter did in Acts 2. It was only after the
crowd heard Peter speak during the Shavuot festival and believed in the resurrected Messiah whom Peter
proclaimed were they “cuf to the heart” and their subsequent question was, “Men and brethren, what shall
we do?” Peter told them how to call on the name of the Lord and be saved (Acts 2:38). The remembering of
the wondrous works of God’s hand in the Torah draws us to repentance (Teshuvah), and our desire to draw
near to the Lord in heaven, and thus is the meaning “For Your Name is near” uttered from Asaph’s lips.

Asaph continues saying, >0 IR 702UA-D2) YIOR-D03101 7 (UBYN DO I TYIN MpR-t )
179 TTNY 75:2 ‘When I select an appointed time, It is I who judge with equity. 75:3 ‘The earth and all
who dwell in it melt; It is I who have firmly set its pillars. Selah. (NASB) The Hebrew text states that the
Lord makes straight His judgments by the selection of an appointed time. How does the Lord making an
appointed time cause Him to make His judgments straight? What does it mean to make a judgment straight?
Ecclesiastes 7:13 states that it is the Lord who is able to straighten what was crooked.

Ecclesiastes 7:13
7:13 Consider the work of God, For who is able to straighten what He has bent? (NASB)

MY W DY 1R0? 720 M 22 DTN AWIR-NR AN ©

Solomon said in Ecclesiastes to “consider the work of God.” We are told to take into consideration the
manner in which the Lord judges. He is slow to anger, long suffering, and merciful, which provides us with
reasons why we should not be hasty to judge or bring accusation against another, and this echoes Yeshua’s
words in Matthew 7:1-3. (7:1 ‘Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 7:2 ‘For in the way you judge,
you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you. 7:3 ‘Why do you look at
the speck that is in your brothers eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? NASB) In all the
things that happen in life, we are to recognize and acknowledge the work the Lord God has put into us in
order to set our lives on the path that He chooses. What is important to note is according to Ecclesiastes, the
Lord does both, he makes straight and he makes crooked. The purpose is to bring difficulties in our lives to
draw us into a deeper relationship with Him. The Septuagint states, Tig dvviioetatl koouficat o{v a}v 6 @gdg
dwotpéyn avtov; “Who will be able to straighten him whom God has distorted?” and the Vulgate states,
Nemo possit corrigere quem ille despexerit, “No one can amend him whom he hath despised.” And so the
idea is, according to Ecclesiastes 6:10, “man cannot contend with him that is mightier than he.” We are not

able to arrange the events of our lives according to our wishes or expectations. The concept of T¥In MR-
“I will choose the moed” the appointed time, is not necessarily a reference to the Moedim as listed in the
Torah (e.g. Pesach, Shavuot, Succot, etc). The idea here is that the Lord is the one who chooses the timing
for judgment to begin or end. We are told that the Lord judges with equity (7ehillim / Psalms 75:2), and so
we can be assured the Lord has our best interests in mind, and the purpose is for our drawing near in thought,
prayer, and deed, and continuing in His righteousness. The wise man will make every effort to be faithful
to remain in the Messiah in every existing circumstance. Note how the Hebrew text is written in Ecclesi-
astes 7:13, \NIy WX NX 1pN7 227 °1 3 Solomon uses the word 1PN meaning “to fix, repair; correct” as
opposed to the word " meaning “straight, even, level, smooth” which is used in David’s words to make
straight the path of the one who acknowledges the Lord in all his ways according to Solomon in Mishley
/ Proverbs 3:6, ;IR & R YT 9°07-222 1 3:6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He
will make your paths straight. (NASB) The idea is that the Lord is not moving in our lives to make the way
smooth, but to fix or repair where we have fallen short. To show us the way of His righteousness, to draw
us near, to direct us back towards His throne which is centered in the Messiah, as opposed to our centering
our mind, thoughts, and actions on the thrown of our own lives. These things cover all areas of one’s actions
and life. Note Solomon’s words in Mishley / Proverbs 3:6, 17¥7 7°217-722 saying “in all your ways” to
“acknowledge” using the word 177Y7 suggests a form of intimacy with the Lord or knowing Him and His
knowing us at the deepest level. It guards against our acknowledging God in great crises with solemn acts
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of worship only without following through with our actions to remain faithful and true. The word acknowl-
edge (daehu) is translated in the Vulgate as “cogita,” and in the Septuagint as yvépile. The Hebrew verb
yada signifies “to know, or to recognize” at a very intimate level. This is why the Hebrew verb yada is used
as the reference to a husband and wife in sexual unity. Solomon’s words calling us to acknowledge the Lord,
is to do so at a very intimate level, meaning to recognize His involvement and to acknowledge His involve-
ment in all our dealings and undertakings. This establishes God’s overruling providence over our lives and
“shapes the manner in which we choose to do things in this life.” Note that He does not cause us to choose
sin. But He is involved in calling us to repentance and to turn from sin. In the Messiah Yeshua, the Lord
God in heaven empowers us by His Spirit to overcome sin. This is not a mere theoretical acknowledgment
or some kind of spiritualization, this is about our living what we believe, and in doing so, we see the power
of God working in our lives, His wisdom, His providence, His goodness, and His justice.
Asaph continues saying, 32372 01127 1°I0-28 117712 °IR-2K8 DOYYIR) 1900-28 0079307 R 1

JPNY NI NQTN 75:4 I said to the boastful, ‘Do not boast,” And to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up the horn;
75:5 Do not lift up your horn on high, Do not speak with insolent pride.” (NASB) What does it mean to lift
the horn? The lifting of a horn is connected to one speaking in pride? In / Chronicles 25:1-7, we are told of
the Levites who were to give praise to the Lord. It is interesting to note that the horn was not an instrument
that is connected to the praise of the Lord. The lifting of the horn was an expression to signify a person
lifting up and show forth one’s power or abilities. Note how this praise is used in / Chronicles 25:5:

1 Chronicles 25:5
25:5 All these were sons of Heman the king s seer. They were given him through the promises
of God to exalt him. God gave Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. (NASB)

Y2IN 0732 777 DOTORT 1071 1IR 0017 V0N 21372 7700 AIN T 0012 A7R-72
WY Ny oy

The Tanach uses the word “horn” (17?) as a description of the Lord God exalting Heman. The Lord gave
Heman 14 sons and 3 daughters. The lifting of the horn is taking within this context to indicate how the
Lord is showing forth Heman, and both his family and his gifts are to be used in the service to the Lord.
Note how his sons were also used in the Temple service in the playing of musical instruments. Note how
the lifting of the horn is synonymous to the Lord honoring a person by blessing him with many descendants.
This is consistent with the Aramaic Targum which states, 75:5 [ said to the mockers, “Do not mock,” and
to the wicked, “Do not exalt [your] honor.” 75:6 Do not exalt your honor to the height, you who speak in
harshness and blasphemy. (EMC) The rabbis translate horn as honor. The idea here is Asaph speaks to the
wicked to not boast, to not lift up their horns (or how they have been honored) in pride, and to use what God
has given them to acknowledge the Lord who is the source of their blessings. The Talmud Megillah 17b
states the following:

Talmud Megillah 17b

And when the transgressors have disappeared, the horn of the righteous will be exalted, as it
is written, “All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off, but the horns of the righteous shall
be exalted” (Psalms 95:11). And “righteous converts” are included with the righteous, as it
says, “Before the hoary head rise up, and honor the face of the elder”, and the text goes on,

“And if a stranger sojourns with you” (Leviticus 19:32).192 NRMIINA QOYWIDT 1990 117
PTNT 979 D101 PUTX MR O30 YTAR DOYWA 210 901 (XY ,Y 0°970) 20007 DO
DONR T3 31 7379 °A0Y PT °1D NATTY QPN AW 2191 (27,07 RIPM) INRIW 2P TN OV
pb!
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When transgressors (2°Y¥1977), the workers of iniquity disappear, the righteous will be lifted up. The cut-
ting down of the horns of the wicked is suggestive that the Lord will destroy not only the wicked person, but
also the generation that follows, a man’s entire family.

Note also that, the lifting of the horn of the righteous includes the righteous proselytes. Remember,
the term “proselyte” is an Anglicization of the Koine Greek term mpoonAvtog (proselytos), as used in the
Septuagint for “stranger,” a “newcomer to Israel,” or a “sojourner in the land.” Note in the NT this word
is used as a reference to a first century convert to Judaism (see Matthew 23:15, Acts 2:10, 6.5, and 13:43).

The Greek term mpoonivtog (proselytos) is a translation of the Hebrew phrase QW0 A (ger toshav, see
Strongs H1616 for list of references in the Torah). Today the term “proselyte” has a more general meaning
in the English language of a new convert to a particular religion or doctrine, also known as Proselytism.

There are two kinds of proselytes in Rabbinic Judaism: (i) the ger tzedek (?7X7 I, meaning “righteous
proselytes, proselytes of righteousness, religious proselyte, devout proselyte”), and (ii) the ger toshav (72
AW, meaning “resident proselyte, proselytes of the gate, limited proselyte, half-proselyte”). A “righteous

proselyte” (ger tzedek, PTXi7 °71) is a gentile who has converted to Judaism (taking on the Yoke of Judaism),
and is bound to all the doctrines and precepts of the rabbis in Judaism, and is considered a full member of

the Jewish community. The gate proselyte (ger toshav, 220 21) on the other hand is someone who lives in
the land of Israel and follows only some of the precepts in the Torah for the purpose of being able to live in
the community and make money. The Talmudic interpretation is that the Lord will exalt those who honor
and seek Him. We are to sing and make melody in our hearts to the Lord, whether Jew or Gentile, we are
to sing with understanding, and to be without pride in our dealings with others, to live at peace with men, to
live righteously, in truth and justice, and to walk humbly before our God in the Messiah Yeshua. It is in this
way that we will find our place in the family of God, and serve him in the manner in which He, the Lord,
has placed us.
Asaph continues saying, f]] 2°9Y° 71 0OV DUIOR-"D 171D 1270 KP) 2UHm Ry KD 0D 7
272 75:6 For not from the east, nor from the west, Nor from the desert comes exaltation; 75:7 But God is
the Judge; He puts down one and exalts another. (NASB) The text says that not from the east or the west,
or from the desert comes exaltation. Why does the author not mention the north and the south? Asaph says
that exaltation, or promotion does not come from the east or the west. The idea is that the children of the
east rely upon their wisdom and wealth in the sense that the sun raises in the east, and the people of the east
have relied upon astrology, placing their beliefs in the exaltation of the sun and the stars rather than having
faith and believing in the God in heaven. The west may be a reference to the Gentile forces in Europe. The
failure to mention the north and the south, may be due to Asaph’s understanding of the Torah, to not return
to Egypt for help, and that there is no help in Babylon or Syria, possibly a reference to the northern tribes
who stood in opposition to Judah. There are none who come from the north to help. When people come to
contend for the prize, the Lord puts down that one and sets up another as He sees fit, so as to serve his own
purposes and bring to pass his own counsels. The Lord in heaven is the One who judges, He is the One who
raises up and exalts.
Asaph continues saying, YY1 23 WY RN PIRW-TN 7N W TQR K2 | M I MIM-T2 0003 v
‘YR 75:8 For a cup is in the hand of the Lord, and the wine foams, It is well mixed, and He pours out of
this; Surely all the wicked of the earth must drain and drink down its dregs. (NASB) What does it mean that
the wicked must drain and drink the dregs? Why is the illustration of the wine used to describe the wicked
who must drink? The Aramaic Targum states plainly the meaning of this verse saying, 75:9 For the cup of
cursing is in the hand of the Lord, and a harsh wine, full of a bitter mixture, to confuse the wits of the wicked
by what is poured out from it, and more severe than the judgment of the ancients; yet its dregs and its foam
all the wicked of the earth will press out and drink. (EMC) The cup that is in the hand of the Lord, and
the wine that foams, is a reference to the “cup of God's fury, and wrath,” a frequent metaphor used by the
prophets (see Isaiah 51:17-22, Jeremiah 25:15, 17-28,Jeremiah 49:12, Lamentations 4:21, Ezekiel 23:31-
33, Habakkuk 2:16, etc.). The cup of the fury of God and is commonly represented as full of wine in which
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his enemies must drink. We are told in various places in the Scriptures that God pours out the cup of his
fury on all nations, or persons, whom he chooses to afflict, and they are compelled to drink of it (Jeremiah
25:15-28). Itis interesting to note how Tehillim / Psalms 75:8 states that they are to even drink the dregs. In
the wine making process, if wine made from fruit is allowed to ferment (the first fermentation) longer than a
week, the dregs (the grape pulp), the tannins will continue to leach out and modify the taste of the wine. If
the wine is not properly racked, it may develop a off normal taste. The Psalmist concept of drinking down
to the dregs, suggests that one takes in the full measure of the wrath of God, and possibly to drink the cup,
dregs and all, until it is empty indicating that the enemy of God is required to swallow down all its contents.
Both the good and the bad.

Asaph’s Psalm concludes saying, =70 ¥7a8 DOV °302-221 K :2py? o0oK7 7218 077 TIR XY
:P°TX NP 70N 75:9 But as for me, I will declare it forever; I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 75:10
And all the horns of the wicked He will cut off, But the horns of the righteous will be lifted up. (NASB) The
Aramaic Targum states, 75:10 But I will tell forever the miracles; I will praise the God of Jacob. 75:11 But
all the mighty loftiness of the wicked I will humble; I will uproot them from their strongholds, the mighty
loftiness of the righteous will be magnified. (EMC) The author says that he will declare it forever. What is
it that he is declaring? He is remembering and declaring the praises of the Lord God of Jacob, the God of
Israel, all the works of His hands, and the manner in which He deals with our enemies. He concludes with
the Lord cutting off the wicked, but raising up the horn of the righteous to honor His people forever. Let’s

Pray!

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 75 has 5 parts. Reading through the Midrash
we will be looking at Part 1, 2, 3,4, and 5. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 75, Parts 1,
2,3, 4, and 5.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 75, Part 1, 2, 3,4, and 5

Part 1

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°10777 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “For the leader;
Altashheth (Destroy not) (Tehillim / Psalms 75:1).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “These words are to be con-
sidered in the light of what Scripture says elsewhere, For the Lord your God is a merciful God; He
will not fail you, neither destroy you (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:31), and also, And I prayed unto the
Lord, and said, O Lord God, do not destroy your people. (Iehillim / Psalms 9:26).”

« The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the RN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis comment upon
Asaph’s words with regard to the Lord destroying and the Lord having listened to Moshe’s request.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal saying that the Lord chastens His son.

* The Concluding phrase says, “When the Holy One blessed be He, sought to give the Torah to Isra-
el, the earth began to quake and totter out of fear that the children of Israel would not, God have
mercy, accept the Torah, and that the earth would turn back to emptiness and chaos. But as soon as
the children of Israel said, We will do and obey (Shemot / Exodus 24:7), the earth established itself
again on its foundation, as is said, I myself established the pillars of it. Selah.”

Part 2
« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1nii 12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “I say to the
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Part 3

Part 4

Part 5
+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n177 212°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “An all the horns

10

wicked, You will not lift up the horn (Tehillim / Psalms 75:5).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Berechiah in the name
of rabbi Levi read these words in the light of the verse, The Lord will rejoice in His works (Tehillim
/ Psalms 104:31).”

The YW (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis comment upon
Asaph’s words and say that the Lord removed His presence from the earth as a result of the sin of
mankind.

The Ywn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal and say that the Lord will rejoice in the world to come when He will dwell with
His people.

The Concluding phrase says, “And so the arrogantly righteous have no joy in this world; only the
wicked rejoice. Hence, I say to the arrogant, You will not arrogantly rejoice.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°11n%77 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “Do not lift up
your horn on high,; do not speak insolence with a haughty neck. For neither from the east, nor from
the west, nor yet from the wilderness, comes and uprising (Tehillim / Psalms 75:6-7).”

The XNr°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “When Belshazzar saw the
palm of the hand that wrote (Daniel 5:5), he said, I wonder if perhaps a kingdom is in rebellion
against me.”

The YW (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis comment upon
Asaph’s words to say that Belshazzar sought to see if there was a province that stood in rebellion to him.
The Ywn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal saying the Lord puts down individuals, and raises them up, He does the same for
kindoms.

The Concluding phrase says, “A different exposition, He puts down one, and raises up another
means that God brings one family low and raises another family high.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°11n77 127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “For in the hand
of the Lord there is a cup (Tehillim / Psalms 75:9).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Lest the cup be thought emp-
1y, the verse goes on to say, is seething, that is, the wine is strong and old.”

The YW (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis comment upon
Asaph’s words to parallel pharaoh who drank the cup of God’s wrath.

The Ywn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal saying there is also a cup of God’s wrath in the world to come for the wicked.

The Concluding phrase says, “These are the four cups of punishment which God will give the wicked
to drink in the time to come.”

of the wicked also will I cut off; but the horns of the righteous will be lifted up (Tehillim / Psalms
75:11).”

The NN (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “There are ten horns which
the Holy One blessed be He, lifted up for the children of Israel...”

The YW (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis comment upon
Asaph’s words giving examples of the horns that God honors.
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« The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal providing all kinds of examples of the horn that God honors.
* The Concluding phrase says, “Then The horns of the Righteous One will be lifted up, that is, the
horns of Israel which the Righteous One of the universe had cut off.”

Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°10171 212°7) saying “For the leader; Al-
tashheth (Destroy not) (Tehillim / Psalms 75:1).” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “These
words are to be considered in the light of what Scripture says elsewhere, For the Lord your God is a merciful
God; He will not fail you, neither destroy you (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:31), and also, And I prayed unto
the Lord, and said, O Lord God, do not destroy your people. (Tehillim / Psalms 9:26).” The rabbis com-
ments upon Asaph’s words seeking the Lord not to destroy His people, their conclusion is that He will not
destroy you. Under what circumstance does the Lord destroy and would the Lord destroy His own people?

From a Torah perspective, we are told that the Lord created us because of His great love, and at Sinai,
the Lord explains to us that as His children, we are meant to be obedient to His Word. In Parashat Vayera,
we are told 18:17 The Lord said, ‘Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18:18 since Abraham
will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed? 18:19
‘For I have chosen him, so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of
the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken
about him.’ NASB (Bereshit / Genesis 18:17-19) The obedience of the faith that Paul spoke of so often in
the book of Romans, is related to those who are faithful will continue, unwavering in their walk before God
according to His Word (Hebrews 11:8, 10:38-39). If we are seeking to live obedient lives, the Lord will not
destroy you. However, if we have a blatant disregard for His commands, and seek to live according to what
we think is right in our own lives, the Lord will work to draw us back to Him and to the obedience of the
faith that is spoken of so often in the Scriptures.

The rabbis continue in the midrash stating the following:

The Holy One blessed be He, answered Moshe, I will not destroy, as is said, And the Lord
listened unto me that time also, the Lord would not destroy you (Devarim / Deuteronomy
10:10). Asaph also said to the holy One blessed be He, Master of the universe, even as You
did listen to Moshe, so listen to us. Hence, in saying Altashheth (Destroy not), Asaph meant,
Master of the universe, chasten me, yes but as a man chastens his son, as is said, As a man
chastens his son, so the Lord your God chastens you (Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:25). And he
also said, Even in the time when You did no miracles for us, did we not give You thanks? Do
for us, and we will thank You the more, as is said, We give thanks unto You, O God, we give
thanks, and Your name is near (Iehillim / Psalms 75:2). By these words Asaph meant, We
give thanks unto You when You bring good, and we give thanks unto You when You impose
suffering. Whether You bring good or impose suffering, we give thanks unto You, and Your
name is near, that is, Your name is in our mouths. (Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 1)

The rabbis remember the Torah narrative when Moshe went before the Lord to seek forgiveness for the
people’s sin of Chet HaEgel in Parashat Ki Tisa, and called upon the Name of the Lord that He would not
destroy His people, and to forgive as He had forgiven in the past. They say that even in the times when there

were no miracles, Israel gave thanks to the Lord. The interpretation of the words DUWE-5§ Al-tashheth,
is that even when the Lord brought both the good and the bad, we are to give thanks, even when the Lord

imposes suffering upon us, we are to give thanks. This is derived from Isaiah 45:7, @1 X121 IR %P 7
TIR-92 WY AT IR V) K112 200 WY 45:7 1 form the light, and create darkness: I make peace (D3?%),
and create evil (Y): I the LORD do all these things. (KJV) The way this works is that all things are in the

hands of the Lord God Almighty. This is also the idea behind Paul’s words in Romans 8:28 And we know
that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called accord-
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ing to His purpose. (NASB) Under a similar mode of thought, the rabbis say, “Whether You bring good or
impose suffering, we give thanks unto You, and Your name is near, that is, Your name is in our mouths.” The
Name of the Lord is to be praised no matter what circumstances occur in our lives. The rabbis said, “Do for
us, and we will thank You the more, as is said, We give thanks unto You, O God, we give thanks, and Your
name is near (Tehillim / Psalms 75:2).” The rabbis continue saying,

Men did tell of Your wondrous works. When will you tell? At the time of redemption, as is
said, When I reach the appointed time I will declare the acts of equity (Tehillim / Psalms
75:3). When the earth and all the inhabitants thereof were quaking, I Myself established the
pillars of it. Selah (Tehillim / Psalms 75:4). (Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 1)

The time of redemption is the point at which the people tell of the Lord’s wondrous works. The question
is what if one never sees the redemptive work of God? The redemptive work that is being spoken of here
is not of that which Yeshua the Messiah has accomplished which merits eternal live for those who believe

by faith in Him. What the rabbis are speaking of is the phrase, 79I NpX-3, the appointed time the Lord
has selected to redeem his people who are in exile or who have been given an amount of time of imposed
suffering whereupon the Lord will cause an end to that suffering. (7 :UDYR 2 R IR 7Y MpR-"2 2
179 PTINY CRIN DR 7°2WP-92) YIIR-0°3] 75:2 ‘When I select an appointed time, It is I who judge
with equity. 75:3 ‘The earth and all who dwell in it melt; It is I who have firmly set its pillars. Selah. NASB)
The Hebrew text states that the Lord makes straight His judgments by the selection of an appointed time,
and the midrash suggests that this is the time of redemption and declare the acts of equity (honesty, fairness,
justice). Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 1 concludes saying, “When the Holy One blessed be He, sought to give
the Torah to Israel, the earth began to quake and totter out of fear that the children of Israel would not, God
have mercy, accept the Torah, and that the earth would turn back to emptiness and chaos. But as soon as
the children of Israel said, We will do and obey (Shemot / Exodus 24:7), the earth established itself again
on its foundation, as is said, I myself established the pillars of it. Selah.” The idea here is that the world
was created for the purpose of the giving of the Torah to Israel. If Israel had refused, the world would have
been destroyed. It is believed that the word remains by reason that man is to live according to God’s Law,

which is connected to the Tzadikim Nistarim (2°700]1 Q°2°7X, “the hidden righteous ones’). The earth
quaked when the Torah was offered to Israel under the interpretation that the world was created for such a
purpose. This again is consistent with the Apostle Paul’s words to the Ephesians saying, 2:10 For we are

His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would
walk in them. (NASB)

Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°11n77 12°7) saying “I say to the wicked,
You will not lift up the horn (Tehillim / Psalms 75:5).” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states,
“Rabbi Berechiah in the name of rabbi Levi read these words in the light of the verse, The Lord will rejoice

in His works (Tehillim / Psalms 104:31, (X2 Tp 0¥270) PWYn2 /0 maw 02w9 1 723 %7°). 7 As we had

studied previously, the Tanach uses the word “horn” (17?) as a description of the Lord God exalting Heman.
The Lord gave Heman 14 sons and 3 daughters where the Lord lifted up the horn of Heman, showing forth
Heman and his abilities along with his family and the gifts God had given him to be used in the service to the
Lord. Note how his sons were also used in the Temple service in the playing of musical instruments. Thus,
the lifting of the horn is synonymous to the Lord honoring a person by blessing him with many descendants.
The Aramaic Targum which states, 75:5 I said to the mockers, “Do not mock,” and to the wicked, “Do not
exalt [your] honor.” 75:6 Do not exalt your honor to the height, you who speak in harshness and blasphe-
my. (EMC) The rabbis translate horn as honor in the Aramaic Targum and in a similar manner interpret the Psalm
to say that the Lord will rejoice in His works (7ehillim / Psalms 104:31). The idea here is Asaph speaks to the
wicked to not boast, to not lift up their horns. The point appears to be that the righteous are to honor God
by acknowledging the Lord as the source of their blessings, whereas the wicked do no such thing.
The midrash continues saying the following:
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Of the time when the Holy One blessed be He, created His earth, what does Scripture say?
God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good (Bereshit / Genesis
1:31). The words God saw can have no other meaning than that God rejoiced, as in the
verse, When he sees you, he will rejoice in his heart (Ezekiel 4:14). But, God said, after
Adam sinned, I removed My presence into heaven, so that [ whom am the God of the world
no longer rejoice, if one may venture to attribute such words to Him, in the world, because
the wicked rejoice in the world. Hence, the verse The glory of the Lord will be in the world;
the Lord will rejoice in His works speaks of the world to come. The verse does not say, The
Lord rejoices, but the Lord will rejoice, that is, will rejoice in the world to come, in the time

to come. (Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 2) TWR1 210 737 AWY WK 22 nX [2°72K%] ('7) R
19071 ,(7° T MINW) 1272 AW TR 200 190 LA D KO RO PR L(RD X DOWROD)
DOVWIT 212720 222 SNNAY X1 27 HW IR R IR ,21717 2NOW PNph0 DIX RUnw
KPR ,IND 2°02 PR /17 [Ww X237 QW0 PWYR T IR anwo i 20 o ,071va 2onnw
N2 Y2WOHR 0% 7 2INK 7127 ,19170 DR 229900 SNk 0 ,R2% 7ONYY XA oWt 0w
L2173 T 192 AR ,T00 02 Awn ONRDLTIAR 212 MITAY YR 7702 00w 2700y
WR XXM MRV ,IDIWN 22972 7712 101011 ,731779 130 AR VIR LXOWI IR W
(X TO QW) IR °32 °3W DA MR 2°0071,(2 0 RIAPN) 1 °109n

The rabbis say God seeing all that he had made, and declared that it was TIX% 210 (very good). The Lord

saw the work of his hands and He rejoiced (7inMW). The creation is a demonstration of God’s glory. The
Lord rejoices in His glory, and we could go as far to say that He rejoices in His grace, mercy, forgiveness,
and peace as well. In addition, the rabbis say, When he sees you, he will rejoice in his heart (Ezekiel 4:14).
The Lord’s love for us causes Him to rejoice when He sees us, however sin causes his glory to depart from
this world and if we are living in sin, from our lives as well. Our lives are also interpreted as being a world,
as we have learned according to the Talmud Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 37a and the Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:9
(“Whoever destroys a soul, it is considered as if he destroyed an entire world. And whoever saves a life, it
is considered as if he saved an entire world.”’). The rabbis parallel the glory of God to His rejoicing, and
find it difficult to interpret the Lord rejoicing in this world while the wicked also rejoice in their evil deeds.

Thus, they interpret the glory of the Lord and His rejoicing as referring to the Olam Haba (X277 2779%) and
in the time to come (X27 7°NY?). Here the words “time to come” (827 7°NYY) appear to be synonyms for
the “world to come” (X271 22W7). The phrase “time to come” (Mishnah Avot 2:16), the “extended world”

(7798 22W) (Talmud Bavli Chullin 10:16), and the “Garden of Eden” (17V %) (Mishnah Avot 5:20), based
upon the usage by the rabbis in the rabbinic literature, seem to parallel or signify what is denoted by the term
“the world to come.” (e.g. The Lord God will walk with the righteous in the Garden of Eden in the time to
come.) As we know according to the Apostolic Writings, in addition to the rabbinic literature, the world to
come is also metaphorically described as a great feast to highlight the pleasures reserved for the righteous
(see Mishnah Avot 3:16 and 4:16). Contained within this context is the manner in which one lives today
(whether righteous or wicked) will effect what will happen in the world to come. The rabbis believe the
consequences of the acts of obedience and disobedience in this life spill over into the next life. This comes
by the same logic that the Scriptural promise of God (Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, Yeshua...) is extended
into the life in the world to come, as it is written in the Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6:7.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6:7

Great is Torah, for it gives life to those who do it in this world and in the next world, as it
says: ‘For they are life to those that find them, and healing to all his flesh’ (Proverbs 4:22),
and it says ‘It will be healing for your navel, and tonic to your bones’ (Proverbs 3:8). And
it says ‘It is a tree of life to those who hold it, and those who grasp it are happy’ (Proverbs
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3:18). And it says ‘For they are an accompaniment of grace for your head, and a necklace for
your throat’ (Proverbs 1:9). And it says ‘She will give your head an accompaniment of grace;
with a crown of glory she will protect you’ (Proverbs 4:9). And it says ‘For by me your days
will be multiplied, and you will be given additional years of life’ (Proverbs 9:11). And it says
‘Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left is wealth and honor’ (Proverbs 3:16),
and it says ‘For length of days and years of life and peace will be added to you’ (Proverbs
3:2), and it says ‘her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace’ (Proverbs

3:17). 03 ,(7 °9wn) MR ,R2T QWY AT O9WA WYY 00 NN ROTW 70 3773
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The rabbis continue saying the following in Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 2.

Hence it is written I say unto the arrogant, You will not deal arrogantly, and to the wicked,
You will not lift up the horn. According to the Rabbis, this verse alludes to Elisheva, daugh-
ter of Amminadab, who in one day knew four great joys, she saw her brother in law Moshe
made king, her husband Aaron made high priest, her brother Nashon made prince, and her
sons Eleazar and Ithamar made adjutants of the high priest. But then her two sons Nadav
and Avihu went in to make offerings and were devoured by fire, as is said, And there came
forth fire from before the Lord, and devoured them (Vayikra / Leviticus 10:2), and after the
death of the two sons of Aaron (Vayikra / Leviticus 16:1), her joy changed to grief. (Midrash
Tehillim 75, Part 2)

The wicked are told that they will not rejoice in the lifting up of their horn. The Lord God honoring men,
the joy of the Lord, and the joy of the people, are paralleled to the Torah narrative from Bamidbar (Numbers)
and Elisheva, the daughter of Amminadab who had four great joys. Note how the midrash ends; Midrash
Tehillim 75, Part 2 concludes saying, “And so the arrogantly righteous have no joy in this world; only the
wicked rejoice. Hence, I say to the arrogant, You will not arrogantly rejoice.” The idea here is that it is
possible to be considered the “arrogant righteous.” This appears to be paralleled to Elisheva, daughter of
Amminadab an the joy that she had which turned into sorrow and grief. The point of the midrash appears
to be referring to the idea that it is the Lord God who honors us by the gifts and blessings that He gives to
us. We need to keep this in perspective, that it is the Lord who has blessed us, and our prosperity is not by
the work of our own hand. In addition, it is the Lord who places His righteousness upon us for the sake of
the saving of our lives in this world and in the world to come. We are called to live righteously before God.
Remember though that our own righteousness is as filthy rags, and will turn to grief if we rely upon or own
righteousness deeds for justification before the Lord God in heaven.

Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10%77 12°7) saying “Do not lift up your
horn on high; do not speak insolence with a haughty neck. For neither from the east, nor from the west, nor
vet from the wilderness, comes and uprising (Tehillim / Psalms 75:6-7).” This midrash appears to be a fol-
low up to the previous midrash. The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “When Belshazzar saw the
palm of the hand that wrote (Daniel 5:5), he said, I wonder if perhaps a kingdom is in rebellion against me.”

Belshazzar (1¥RW72) was a 6"century BCE prince of Babylon, the son of Nabonidus and the last king of
Babylon, according to the Book of Daniel in the Hebrew Bible. Daniel chapter 5 and 8 speaks of Belshazzar
as being the King of Babylon before the raising up of the Medes and Persians. The narrative in the book of
Daniel speaks of Belshazzar seeing a hand appear and writing upon the wall. In Daniel Chapter 5, the details
start off by there being a banquet for a thousand of his lords. Belshazzar orders the vessels of gold that were
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taken from the Temple in Jerusalem, to be brought in so that everyone can drink wine from them. It is at
this moment that a man’s hand appears and starts to write on a wall. Belshazzar’s countenance is described
as having changed and he cries out to bring in his astrologers, Chaldeans and Soothsayers and that whoever
interprets the writing on the wall will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom. The queen comes in
and suggests that he call for Daniel who is by now an old man because Nebuchadnezzar made him his chief
of the Magicians, Astrologers, Chaldeans, and Soothsayers. Belshazzar offers Daniel the position of third
highest ruler in the kingdom if he can interpret the writing but Daniel doesn’t want to be rewarded. Daniel
interprets the writing, it was a prophetic writing for Belshazzar containing the consequences of his actions,
his death and the death of his kingdom. Belshazzar immediately makes Daniel the third highest ruler in the
kingdom and the last two verses of the narrative states at that very night Belshazzar was slain and Darius
the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty two years old. It is at this point in the book of Daniel the
rabbis take to interpret the Psalm, “Do not lift up your horn on high, do not speak insolence with a haughty
neck. For neither from the east, nor from the west, nor yet from the wilderness, comes and uprising (Tehillim
/ Psalms 75:6-7).” It was because Belshazzar lifted up his horn to exalt his name and the names of his lords
by desecrating the holy objects. They found pride, the lifted up their hors in their hearts to drink from the
holy cups that were taken from the Temple in Jerusalem with dire consequences.

The midrash continues saying the following:

When Belshazzar saw the palm of the hand that wrote (Daniel 5:5), he said, I wonder if
perhaps a kingdom is in rebellion against me. And he sent messengers to every single pre-
fecture, but did not find a kingdom in rebellion against him. Hence, it is said, For neither
from the east, nor from the west, nor yet from the wilderness, comes an uprising. The Holy
One blessed be He, said to Belshazzar, You sent messengers to all prefectures. But did you
send one to Me? Yet I am He who will put you down, for I am He that puts down and He that

raises up, as is said For God is judge; He puts down one, and raises up another (Tehillim /
Psalms 75:8).

The point of the midrash, it appears that Belshazzar took it upon himself to determine the meaning of the
hand writing by sending messengers to see who was in rebellion against him. In the Daniel narrative, he
sought out men, the Magicians and Astrologers for an interpretation rather than the Lord God in heaven.
The midrash draws in the context of Belshazzar seeking not only the meaning of the writing on the wall,
but also whether another kingdom was rebelling against him, all of which he believes he alone is able to
save himself (able to withstand). It is the Lord God who raises up and puts down. Belshazzar would have
done well to seek the Lord God in heaven for understanding and for the Lord’s help to overcome the enemy.
Rabbi Berechiah recognizes this by stating the following as the midrash continues:

Rabbi Berechiah said in the name of rabbi Levi, God puts down one kingdom and raises up
another kingdom; when the kingdoms of Media and Persia came up, the kingdom of Babylon
went down. And he sent messengers to every single prefecture, but did not find a kingdom in
rebellion against him. Hence, it is said, For neither from the east, nor from the west, nor yet
from the wilderness, comes an uprising. The Holy One blessed be He, said to Belshazzar, You
send messengers to all prefectures. But did you send one to Me? Yet am I, He who will put
you down, for I am He that puts down and He that raises up, as is said, For God is judge; He
puts down one, and raises up another (Tehillim / Psalms 75:8). Rabbi Berechiah said in the
name of Rabbi Levi, God puts down one kingdom and raises up another kingdom,; when the
kingdoms of Media and Persia came up, the kingdom of Babylon went down. In a different
exposition, the verse is read, This puts down and this raises up (Tehillim / Psalms 75:8) and
is taken to speak of the children of Israel who, when they lowered themselves to make the
golden calf, used this in a tone of contempt, saying, as for this man Moshe (Shemot / Exodus
32:1); but who, when God commanded This they will give half a shekel for the Lord (Shemot
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/ Exodus 30:13), raised themselves by heeding the “this” of the command.

The Lord is the one who lifts up and puts down kingdoms. The rabbis interpret the east and the west as
finding no kingdom against Belshazzar. It may be that there is found no kingdom against a king, however,
the Lord has the power to raise up a kingdom in an instant to cause defeat, and Belshazzar bore the reality
of God’s power to raise up and put down at that very night loosing his life. The midrash draws in Parashat
Ki Tisa and the story of Chet Ha’egel from Shemot / Exodus 32:1, saying that “the children of Israel who,
when they lowered themselves to make the golden calf, used this in a tone of contempt, saying, as for this
man Moshe (Shemot / Exodus 32:1); but who, when God commanded This they will give half a shekel for the

Lord (Shemot / Exodus 30:13), raised themselves by heeding the “this” of the command.” (,28W°2 727N
1N° AT MKW L7720 L(R 27 MINW) WORT WA AT 03 1R TWYhn MR WYY REY 190w Iywa

(» % Mnw ow)) What exactly is the purpose of this reference to the golden calf and the half shekel? How
does this relate to the topic of the midrash on the Lord raising up and putting down, and seeking the Lord
for help rather than to rely upon ourselves?

Notice how the rabbis describe the purpose of the golden calf. They say that the golden calf was con-

structed (“used or made,” WY AN IWYI) in contempt to Moshe WORT AWM 77 %3 1R “saying, as for
this man Moshe... etc,” the people were in the process of finding their own way, by the work of their own
hand, which is illustrated in the “half shekel” by the rabbis saying they raised themselves (raising their
horns) by heeding the “this” of the command, meaning that they took hold of the command with the moti-
vation that they could save themselves by performing the command of the half shekel. This does seem to
be the subtle message the rabbis are making in the midrash. Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 3 concludes saying,
“A different exposition, He puts down one, and raises up another means that God brings one family low and
raises another family high.” The conclusion of the midrash draws us back to a more personal perspective,
from the Lord raising up and putting down a kingdom and king, to the Lord doing so to a man and his family.
This midrash teaches us that we are to seek the Lord God in heaven for help, for salvation in this present age
and in the world to come, and in His sustaining power for our families, our nation, our people.

Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 4 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (>0 12°7) saying “For in the hand of
the Lord there is a cup (Tehillim / Psalms 75:9).” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Lest the
cup be thought empty, the verse goes on to say, is seething, that is, the wine is strong and old.” The rabbis
begin a discussion on the cup that is in the hand of the Lord. The midrash continues saying the following:

Rabbi Yudan, Rabbi Hama, and Rabbi Isaac taught in the name of Rabbi Hiyya that in the
time to come the Holy One blessed be He will say to Pharaoh, Drink your cup, and Pharaoh
will reply, Master of the universe, long since I drank my cup in the world. God will then
say, What you drink in the world was scarcely a drop, as it is and He caused the same to be
poured out drop by drop, but it is also said, Surely the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the
earth will drain them and drink them. Though you drink of the wine, you did not drain it, as
is said, They are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink (Isaiah

29:9).

The midrash appears to be related to a discussion between the unrighteous and the Lord God our
Father in heaven in the world to come. Note how Pharaoh speaks to the Lord regarding “drinking
your cup” in Egypt (in this world) attempting to make an argument over the punishment he is about
to receive in the world to come in the sense that he had already partaken of God’s wrath. The Lord
however states that he drank only but a drop from the cup, His wrath is also reserved for the world
to come. The idea is that “Though you drink of the wine, you did not drain it, as is said, They are
drunken, but not with wine, they stagger, but not with strong drink (Isaiah 29:9).” Nahum 1:5 states
“The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yes, the
world, and all that dwell therein.” 1t is interesting how the world, both the animate and inanimate
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is represented as being in terror of the Lord God due to “conscious guilt.” Man sins, and the earth
had been cursed due to man’s sin in the Garden of Eden. Both the Tanach, the Apostolic Writings,
and the Rabbis speak of sin and its consequences which are paid either in this world, or in the world
to come. Without the Messiah Yeshua for payment of sin in this world, one will spend all eternity
drinking the wrath of God that is described as the cup of wine, and drinking down the dregs to de-
scribe the wicked draining (consuming) all of God’s wrath in the world to come.

The rabbis continue saying the following:

Rabbi Eliezer, the son of rabbi Jose the Galilean, took the verse, Is not this laid up in store
with Me, and sealed up in My treasures? (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:34) to mean that this
bitter cup is laid up with God for those who reject the Torah and who will themselves be
rejected. Rabbi Aha taught, From what kind of cup will they be made to drink? From a Tibe-
rian cup, not a cup so roundly shaped that it pours all at once, but one shaped like a pail for
it is wide at the bottom and narrow at the top, a cup like the one referred to in the verse, You
will drink of your sister’s cup, which is deep and wide (Ezekiel 23:32). You find that there
are four cups of good and four cups of evil. (Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 4)

Rabbi Eliezer describes the cup that is laid up as for those who reject God’s Torah. The rejection of His To-
rah leads to the rejection of the individual (see Matthew 7). The idea is that the Torah is eternal, being valid
for both this world and for the world to come because in its precepts contain the righteousness, love, and
mercy of God. The wicked who reject God’s Torah in this world, will also reject His Torah in the world to
come. As a result, the conclusion is that such a person who rejects God’s ways in this life, will continue to
reject His ways in the world to come, and he himself will ultimately be rejected. The rabbi continues saying
that there are four cups for good, and four cups for evil. The midrash goes on to describe these four cups:

The cups of good, My cup runs over (Tehillim / Psalms 16:5); and I will lift up the cup of
deliverance (Tehillim / Psalms 116:13), deliverances implying two such cups. There are
the four cups of good, the four cups of consolation which the Holy One blessed be He, will
give the children of Israel to drink in the time to come. The four cups of punishment for the
wicked, Babylon has been a golden cup in the Lord’s hand that made all the earth drunken
(Jeremiah 51:7); for in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is seething, the
dregs, all the wicked of the earth will wring them out, and drink them (Tehillim / Psalms
75:9); Burning tempest; this will be the portion of their cup (Tehillim / Psalms 11:6); Take
this cup of the wine of fury, and cause all the nations to drink it (Jeremiah 25:15). (Midrash
Tehillim 75, Part 4)

The four cups of good consist of the cup of deliverance, which the rabbis say implies two, and there are four
cups of consolation which the Lord will give to Israel in the time to come. The four cups of evil refer to the
cups of punishment for the wicked. Babylon is described as being the cup in God’s hand that made all the
earth drunk, upon which is described as a burning tempest, the cup of fury. The cup of evil is described as
the cup that all the nations have been caused to drink, which is the cup of punishment, the punishment for
their sins and their wicked deeds. Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 4 concludes saying, “These are the four cups
of punishment which God will give the wicked to drink in the time to come.” Punishment is described as
that which will come in the world to come due to sin and wickedness. The reason the nations sins are not
forgiven is because they refuse to call upon the Lord, to recognize that He is the source of both the good
things and the bad things, and to accept and receive the covenant that He has given to Israel. The nations
refuse to join themselves to the Lord by taking up the yoke of the Torah, the midrash describes as the one
who rejects God’s Torah. The point is that even Yeshua said the lawless (Matthew 7) will not enter into the
kingdom of Heaven (Revelation 22). So the question is whether you have decided to be on the side of the
Lord according to His Torah in Yeshua the Messiah, or according to yourself, in the way that seems right in
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your own eyes?

Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 5 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°1n0%77 2°7) saying “dn all the horns of
the wicked also will I cut off; but the horns of the righteous will be lifted up (Tehillim / Psalms 75:11).” The
homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “There are ten horns which the Holy One blessed be He, lifted
up for the children of Israel...” The ten horns that were lifted up according to the midrash are as follows:

Ten Horns the Lord God lifted for the Children of Israel

1. The horn of Abraham, as is said, Let me sing of my well beloved, a song of my
beloved touching his vineyard. My well beloved had a vineyard in the horn,
of the son of oil (Isaiah 5:1);

2. The horn of Isaac, as is said, Behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket
by his horns (Bereshit / Genesis 22:13),

3. The horn of Moshe, as is said, The skin of his face sent forth horns (Shemot /
Exodus 34:29);

4. The horn of Samuel in prophecy, as is said, And Hannah prayed, and said, my
horn is exalted in the Lord (1 Samuel 2:1);

5. The horn of Aaron in the High Priesthood, as is said, His horn will be exalted
in honor (Tehillim / Psalms 112:9);

6. The horn of the Sanhedrin in Torah, of which is said, He had horns coming
forth from His hand (Habakkuk 3:4);

7. The horn of Heman in the Levitical office, as is said, All these were the sons
of Heman, to lift up the horn (I Chronicles 25:5);

8. The horn of Jerusalem at the building of the Temple, as is said, You have
heard me from the horns of the reem (1ehillim / Psalms 22:22);

9. The horn of King Messiah in Kingship, as is said, The Lord will exalt the horn
of His anointed (1 Samuel 2:10);

10. The horn of David in the light of the day to come, as is said, There will |
make the horn of David to bud (Tehillim / Psalms 132:17).

Looking at this list, note how Jacob is not mentioned because Jacob is Israel; the rabbis are speaking to the
children of Israel. The rabbis say the horn of Abraham is lifted up. Notice how Abraham is compared to the
one who sings of his beloved, and of a vineyard, and that the horn had a vineyard inside. This seems to draw
a parallel back to our previous discussion on the horn that God exalts, a man’s good deeds, and his righteous
acts are pleasing to the Lord, where the vineyard inside of the lifted up horn is synonymous to good fruit and
oil. The good fruit that one produces as a result of our faith, the Lord exalts, raises up our gifts, our families,
and we are called to use our gifts to bring glory to the Lord God in heaven. The next reference is to Isaac,
the son that would be sacrificed and the Lord testing Abraham and his faithfulness. The horn of Moshe is
paralleled to the way in which his face shown forth the glory of God, which is described as showing forth
horns. The horn of God is His glory, and similar for men, the horn of a man is his glory, his family, and his
righteous deeds which are done for the sake of the Name of the Lord God in heaven. We are told that the
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Lord lifted up the horn of Samuel and of Aaron. Remember that Samuel was the product of a prayer and
a promise. Aaron is lifted up in the service of the Kohen HaGadol (the High Priesthood). The horn of the
Sanhedrin is lifted up to exemplify that the Lord desires justice and truth in the land of His people. Heman
is mentioned because we find the Scriptures (I Chronicles 25:5) speak directly that God lifted his horn by
giving him many sons. The horn of Jerusalem is lifted by reason of the locations the Lord will establish for

His name (D27:7), the place that he will establish His Name forever. The horn of the King Messiah, and of
David, are described, the Lord will cause the horn of David to bud, drawing a parallel to Aaron’s rod that
budded (Bamidbar / Numbers 17:8) indicating He is the one that God has chosen to be king, establishing his
throne forever, coupled with the King Messiah, who comes with the glory, authority, and the power of God.
It is interesting to note how all of these things find themselves within the covenant context. The covenant
context brings with it the promises of God, His mercy, forgiveness, and peace, which are eternal.

The midrash continues saying the following:

But when the children of Israel sinned, the horns were taken from them and given to the na-
tions of the earth, as is said, Behold a fourth beast dreadful and terrible and it had ten horns
(Daniel 7:7). This verse proves that the heathen nations of the world are symbolized by the
beasts described in Daniel, and that as long as the horns of the wicked endure, the horns of
Israel remain cut off, as is said, He has cut off in fierce anger all the horn of Israel (Lamen-
tations 2:3); but the verse further proves that when God lifts up the horns of the righteous,
He will also cut off the horns of the wicked, as is said, All the horns of the wicked will I cut
off (Tehillim / Psalms 75:11). (Midrash Tehillim 75, Part 5)

The idea is that through sin, Israel had the lifted up horns removed which were then given to the nations
to make war, to destroy, to burn, and to kill. Notice how in the hands of Israel, when the Lord lifts up the
horn of Israel, we find the lifting of the covenant of God, of peace, mercy, justice, and truth. On the other
hand, when the lifted up horn is given to the nations, there is nothing but destruction, wickedness, unrigh-
teousness, and lies, which is paralleled to the fourth beast dreadful and terrible. The heathen nations are
those who reject God’s Torah, and are symbolized by the beasts Daniel described. As long as the horn of
the wicked endures, the horn of Israel will remain cut off. On the other hand, the midrash states, “but the
verse further proves that when God lifts up the horns of the righteous, He will also cut off the horns of the
wicked, as is said, All the horns of the wicked will I cut off (Tehillim / Psalms 75:11).” Midrash Tehillim 75,
Part 5 concludes saying, “Then The horns of the Righteous One will be lifted up, that is, the horns of Israel
which the Righteous One of the universe had cut off.” What a wonderful God we serve. When the Lord
lifts up our horn, when He honors us, brings prosperity and life, do we show forth the mercy, forgiveness,
love, justice, and truth that we are supposed to, as is described in the horn of Abraham, in which there was
a vineyard that grew producing fruit. When the Lord honors man, his response should be to bring glory to
the Name of the Lord. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We thank you for the mercies You have shown us every day. We praise You for helping us to realize our
need for Your Salvation. Lord we always fall short of walking in righteousness, justice, and truth and we ask
that You would help us to overcome sin in our lives by the power of Your Spirit and Your Son Yeshua. We
ask for help, strength, and the resolve to daily live for you. Even in those private times of our lives help us to
bring glory to Your name! We thank You for the promises You have made and Your continued faithfulness.
Help us to keep our feet on the path of righteousness and truth according to Your Word, and also to have
the desire to walk in Your ways. Thank You for giving us the faith to believe in Yeshua the Messiah and for
always calling our hearts back to You Lord! Please have mercy on us, forgive us for our sins. We thank You
Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the covenant of peace that You have promised to
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Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise
Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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