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The Content of One Page from the Hebrew Bible

In this week’s reading from Parshiot Nitzavim (Devarim / Deuter-
onomy 29:9-30:20), Moshe writes that at a future time, Israel will sin
and the Lord will send them into a distant nation, into captivity. After
having been scattered to the nations in rebellion, the people will remem-
ber the Lord their God, and He will restore them from their captivity and
have compassion (mercy, 727771) on them and gather them from all the
nations. (30'1 3) It is in this repentant state Whereby the Lord God tells

NG qWnI- ‘7;;1 7;;‘? b;; 30.6 ‘Moreover the Lord your God will
circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live.
(NASB) The scriptures use the term ““‘uncircumcised heart” as a refer-
ence to those whose stubbornness and pride make it impossible to obey
the Lord. What is described here is something unique and different. In
Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:16 the Lord commands the people to circum-
cise their own hearts (22227 N27Y NX ON7M3) whereas here in Devarim /
Deuteronomy 30:6 the Lord God says that He will be involved in the pro-
cess of circumcising the heart (7227-N% 7°7%% 1717 917) and the hearts of
their children (7¥77 229-nX)). The Scriptures say that the uncircumcised
heart does not submit to God’s will and it is the uncircumcised heart that
guides and directs one in the way of sinfulness. This promise of God to
circumcise the heart of His people illustrates the inward change the Lord
will perform which is coupled with remembering the Lord, what He has
done, Teshuvah (repentance), and having a desire and love to draw near
to the Lord God in heaven.

While studying the Torah, it is interesting to observe as we progress
through the Torah narrative from the creation until now in Parashat Nit-
zavim, we find a progressive pattern of the Lord drawing His people near
where He is directly involved in our lives. The Torah provides us with a
greater understanding of circumcision and our relationship with God. The
Scriptures describe the circumcision of the heart (Devarim / Deuteronomy
10:16, 30:6), the circumcision of the ears (Acts 7:51), and the circumci-
sion of the lips (Shemot / Exodus 6:9-7:13). The uncircumcised heart is
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the one that is rebellious, does not listen, is closed off, and impervious to
the Lord’s calling. The uncircumcised heart has no desire to draw near
to the Lord, and has no interest in God’s Word or how it is applied to our

lives today. Does your life fit this context today?
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Devarim / Deuteronomy 29:10-13

29:10 “You stand today, all of you, before the
Lord your God: your chiefs, your tribes, your
elders and your officers, even all the men of
Israel, 29:11 your little ones, your wives, and
the alien who is within your camps, from the
one who chops your wood to the one who
draws your water, 29:12 that you may enter
into the covenant with the Lord your God,
and into His oath which the Lord your God
is making with you today, 29:13 in order that
He may establish you today as His people and
that He may be your God, just as He spoke to
you and as He swore to your fathers, to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. (NASB)

According to the opening verses in Parashat Nitzavim, Moshe is
speaking to all of the people, the chiefs, elders, officers, and all the men of
Israel. He also includes the children, and women, and the foreigner liv-
ing in the camp who chops wood. Note that the one who chops wood is
a reference to those whom Israel made a covenant with the people in the
Promised Land not to destroy, and the result was to enslave the inhabitants
for the chopping of wood and drawing of water (see Joshua 9). Moshe
says that the people who are standing here have made a covenant with
the Lord God in heaven. The purpose of the covenant is the Lord will
establish (2°p7) “lift us up, raise us up” as His people, so that He will be
our God and we will be His people. The point is, the Lord is looking for
a special and treasured people (Am Segolah), and the way to do this is for
Him to lift up His people and to bring them to this special place that He
has prepared for them. The Lord has a calling upon our lives, to live for
Him according to His Word, to have faith, and to turn in Teshuvah daily, to
remember, and to believe that He 1s able to save us. This is the conclusion
that may be made according to one page from the Torah.
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What we have here is page 380 from Ginsburg’s Masoretic Text, which
states the following:

Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:1-13

30:1 “So it shall be when all of these things have come
upon you, the blessing and the curse which | have set be-
fore you, and you call them to mind in all nations where the
Lord your God has banished you, 30:2 and you return to
the Lord your God and obey Him with all your heart and
soul according to all that I command you today, you and
your sons, 30:3 then the Lord your God will restore you
from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gath-
er you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God
has scattered you. 30:4 “If your outcasts are at the ends of
the earth, from there the Lord your God will gather you,
and from there He will bring you back. 30:5 “The Lord
your God will bring you into the land which your fathers
possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will prosper
you and multiply you more than your fathers. 30:6 “More-
over the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the
heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live.
30:7 ‘The Lord your God will inflict all these curses on
your enemies and on those who hate you, who persecuted
you. 30:8 “And you shall again obey the Lord, and observe
all His commandments which I command you today. 30:9
‘Then the Lord your God will prosper you abundantly in
all the work of your hand, in the offspring of your body and
in the offspring of your cattle and in the produce of your
ground, for the Lord will again rejoice over you for good,
just as He rejoiced over your fathers; 30:10 if you obey the
Lord your God to keep His commandments and His stat-
utes which are written in this book of the law, if you turn
to the Lord your God with all your heart and soul. 30:11
‘For this commandment which | command you today is not
too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach. 30:12 ‘It is not
in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven



for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may ob-
serve it?” 30:13 ‘Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should
say, ‘Who will cross the sea for us to get it for us and make
us hear it, that we may observe it?’ 30:14 ‘But the word is
very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you
may observe it. 30:15 ‘See, | have set before you today life
and prosperity, and death and adversity; 30:16 in that |
command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in
His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes
and His judgments, that you may live and multiply, and
that the Lord your God may bless you in the land where
you are entering to possess it. (NASB)

Section 1

Moshe begins Devarim / Deuteronomy 30 speaking of all these things
that are described in the blessings and the curses happening to Israel if the
people fail to keep God’s commands. (7987 2°7277-22 T°7¥ IR22-22 0 K
T AT WY DRI-232 T337-28 DIV 77 "A0Y W 779p) 1273
DPD TR "IN 933 0P DY IR A-TY DV 2 Y TN

WY TR0 TANAY-NY IR W WY 3 FW9I-2331 7239-222 TI AX

the Hebrew text which states ““So it shall be when all of these things have
come upon you...”” is on the importance of remembering. If we do not
remember, we will not be caused to come to Teshuvah (repentance). The
Hebrew text says “when all of these words come™ (2°7273-22 7°7¥ 1R2))
suggesting that the words are being sent forth and taking action either for
or against the people. The Scripture says, if you “turn” (22w, the root
word for turning, repenting, Teshuvah) and if you will ““listen” (pynawY)
to His voice (to God’s voice). The remembering, turning in repentance,
and listening (hearing) the voice of God are all connected. This is why
King Solomon said what he did in Mishley / Proverbs 28:9 He who turns
away his ear from listening to the law, Even his prayer is an abomination.
(NASB) If we do not hear the word, we will not be convicted of our sins.

While reading Parashat Shemot, the verses from Shemot / Exodus 4:1-
8 details the signs Moshe was to perform before Pharaoh and before the
elders of the Children of Israel, (i) the staff turned into a snake and (i1)
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his hand being covered with Tzaraat. Moshe asked the Lord ““what if the
people do not believe him.” The Lord gives Moshe these signs, and states
in Shemot / Exodus 4:8 saying DR %P7 wnw K21 77 1008 X9-O8 1)
19I0%T IR 9P 18T 13WRTT that if they do not believe the first one,
they will listen on performing the second sign of his hand being made
to be covered with Tzaraat. Note that the Hebrew text says that if they
do not 9P wny» “listen to the voice™ of the first; they will 227 M8
“believe the voice™ of the one that follows. Notice how the performing of
the sign before the people functions as “a voice to listen to,” illustrating
the importance on how we live our lives speaks as a witness for what we
believe, our lives act as a voice on behalf of God. This may be the reason
for the NASB English translation using the word ““witness” in this verse.
The Aramaic Targum Onkelos agrees with the Hebrew text saying, X >3
TRIN2 ROR 227 1920 ARHDTR RN 2P2 112220 RY) 77 1100 XY that if they
do not listen to the voice the first one they will believe the voice of the one
that follows.

In Parashat Shoftim (Devarim / Deuteronomy 18), comparing the Tar-
gum Onkelos (Aramaic) with the MT, the Aramaic translation says the
people feared ““hearing the voice of the Word™ (X77°%) of the Lord God at
Horeb and the prophet that the Lord will raise up the people are ““to listen
to him” (ynwn 17X). If a man will not listen to His voice, according to
the Torah, it says ““I myself will require it of him™ (-X? WX OR300 ©°
SRY) WATR DX W3R 927 WK 127-98 ¥UP) and in the Targum, it says
that “My Word (Memra) will require it of him” (22> X? >7 X723 "7 ©°
I VAN T WA H9nd 07 nanb). This comparison reveals the un-
derstanding that the “Word of the Lord™ (*“‘Memra of Adonai”) is synony-
mous with the Lord God Almighty. The Lord will require it of the people,
His Word (His Memra) will require it of the people. The word of God that
is brought by the prophet, according to the text, is significant such that the
person who does not listen will be held accountable before the Lord God
Almighty for their sins.

In addition, as we had noted earlier, in Parashat Ki Tavo (Devarim /
Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8) Moshe warns the people saying -7% Ri2n-3 727

the land that the Lord God has given you as an inheritance ...”” (26:1),
he lists the blessing that follows the one who listens and obeys (2°VnWwi
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> nwm) God’s Word and the curse that follows when one chooses not to
listen and obey. Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:1 states ¥2Wn ¥inw-oX 77
niwyy Yy 3% 1IN Yip2 saying “now it comes to be that you listen

hearing the voice of the Lord God to keep and to do ...”” The phrase yiny
Yawn is translated as ““diligently obey’ according to the NASB. The first
word ¥y is a 3rd—V Qal noun meaning ““to hear or to listen” and yawn
is written in the imperfect Qal second person masculine singular form
denoting a past action that is in progress but not completed at the time in
question. The English is translated as “diligently obey” the Lord your
God. It 1s interesting that, the verse says “if you listen to the voice of the
Lord your God” (niwy? awh o008 01 2ip2 ynwn viny-ox m0)) in

Hebrew, the imperfect form indicates that listening is an ongoing process
that is not yet complete. This indicates the process of listening (hearing)
and obeying God’s voice is an ongoing life long process.

Within the first line of the Hebrew text from one page of the MT states
“So it shall be when all of these things have come upon you...” demon-
strates the importance of “listening, remembering, and hearing the voice
of the Lord God™” and “to keeping™ (7¥%) and ““to doing™ (niwy?) what
God has commanded.

Section 2
In Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:6-8, the Torah states, 7°778 737> 2931

1907 TWHI-22 727-223 TUOR AIT-NR AIX? YT 229-NXY 7227-NK

-NY WYY 73 2302 pYRYY WD AR 10T WR TRIW-23] IR0y
1090 I8N IR WK 1IXN-72 30:6 ‘Moreover the Lord your God will
circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live.
30:7 “The Lord your God will inflict all these curses on your enemies and
on those who hate you, who persecuted you. 30:8 ‘And you shall again
obey the Lord, and observe all His commandments which I command you
today. (NASB) The Torah describes the Lord is the One who enables or
empowers His people by circumcising their hearts.

While studying the book of Deuteronomy, and the listings of the bless-
ings and the curses, note how there appears to be a fundamental discrep-
ancy between these concepts, in the question of ““Who comes to whom?”
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In other words, is it man who approaches and enters the boundaries of
the Mitzvot, fulfilling and obeying His word, or is it the Lord God Who
enters man’s boundaries, impacting his life, his will, and his ability to be
obedient to the Mitzvot? The Lord says in Parashat Bekhukotai, ““if you
follow My statutes and keep My commandments and do them, then I will
give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield its increase, and the
trees of the field shall yield their fruit. And your threshing shall reach to
the vintage, and the vintage shall reach to the sowing time, and you shall
eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely.” (Vayikra / Le-
viticus 26:3-5) In Deuteronomy, the Lord describes what will happen “if
you follow My statutes and observe the commandments.” While study-
ing the Psalms, the Torah, and these Scriptures specifically from Parashat
Bekhukotai, is the subject here concerning ““following My statutes,” ““ob-
servance,” and “performing the commandments,” ““man’s obedience or
ability,” or is the subject about obeying God? The subject is not about
man himself and what is happening on the inside with regard to his strug-
gle or ability to be obedient to the command. The subject is actually re-
garding the ““behavioral statutes and commandments” upon which man’s
existence is based. If a man ““enters the boundaries™ of these rules and
behaves in accordance with their truth, then his existence will be firm and
stable, and he will enjoy the resulting abundance the Lord God in heaven
provides in which the Torah states, ““| will give you rain in due seas, and
the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their
fruit.” And | will set My Sanctuary among you and My soul shall not ab-
hor you. And I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall
be My people. I am the Lord your God Who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, that you should not be their bondmen, and I have broken the bars of
your yoke, and caused you to walk upright. (Vayikra / Leviticus 26:11-13)
The Scripture continues saying, “And it shall be, if you obey diligently the
voice of the Lord your God, to observe and to perform all His command-
ments which | command you this day, that the Lord your God will set you
on high above all the nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall
come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the Lord your
God. Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field.
Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, and the fruit of your ground, and
the fruit of your beasts, the increase of your cattle and the flocks of your
sheep. Blessed shall be your basket and your store. Blessed shall you be
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when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.” In Parashat
Bechukotai (Vayikra / Leviticus), and in the blessings and curses within
the book of Deuteronomy, we find the Scriptures formulated in both the
plural and the singular form, which indicates that the Lord is speaking to
us both as a nation, and also at the individual level within the nation. The
approach that is taken from the Torah, the Lord is addressing us at a more
inward level, from a national perspective, which consists of the individu-
als who are called to live within the boundaries of God’s commandments.
In the book of Deuteronomy, the approach is ““hearing His voice,” and the
Lord God who will ““set you on high above all the nations of the earth.”
(Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:1) These statements are related to an inner
status that is relative to all the nations of the world. The condition of the
nation that belongs to God is filled with men and women who seek the
Lord God in heaven and desire to live according to His commandments
because of the great love that He has for His people. From this point of
view, of the nation that steps into the boundaries of the commandments,
there follows an assortment of blessings, expressing the abundance that
can fill a person’s world and the goodness that surrounds him. On the
other hand, there are also the curses, the one who does not choose or seek
to live according to God’s ways, the curses will fall upon and overtake
such a person. From this point on, the subject is the individual and/or the
nation and the status or position that they will occupy which is described
as, “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the field...”
(Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:16), “The Lord shall cause you to be smitten
before your enemies; you shall go out one way against them, and flee
seven ways before them, and shall be a horror to all the kingdoms of the
earth” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:25), and the list goes on.

Section 3

In Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:10, Moshe says, 717 2ip2 ynwin >3
SWI-9227 7227-922 30:10 if you obey the Lord your God to keep His
commandments and His statutes which are written in this book of the law,
if you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and soul. (NASB) No-
tice what Moshe is saying here, he says 7°77§ 11i7°-9% 210 3 “if you turn
to the Lord your God...,

using the word 23%D (Tashuv), the root word for
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Teshuvah, indicating the significance of repentance in our lives. When we
hear the word of God, we remember what He has done, we remember how
much He loves us, and we remember the command about sin and death,
and the life that is found in the Lord God our Father in heaven. The Torah
shows us over and over again that a sinner must turn from his or her sin-
ful ways, to repent, to confess his or her sin before God, and to turn to the
Lord and His ways.

In Bamidbar / Numbers 5:6-7 we read the following, 5:6 ‘Speak to the
sons of Israel, “‘When a man or woman commits any of the sins of man-
kind, acting unfaithfully against the Lord, and that person is guilty, 5:7
then he shall confess his sins which he has committed, and he shall make
restitution in full for his wrong and add to it one-fifth of it, and give it to
him whom he has wronged. (NASB) These verses tell us what is required
of us before the Lord. We are to repent and make restitution if we have
wronged someone else. The restitution that is to be made to God due to
our sins rests solely upon His mercy and our faith in the Messiah Yeshua.
The Torah states specifically that a person is to ““repent from his sin”
AYR-NY W7 where the word 22w “Heshiv’” means ““to turn” indicat-
ing that repentance consists of a physical response (of an action in one’s
life) to turn from sin and not simply showing remorse in the heart. This is
the idea of making restitution in full for the wrong that was done. We are
called to turn from the path of unrighteousness taking it upon ourselves
to never do such a thing again; essentially, these scriptures show us that
confession is a necessary part of Teshuvah (repentance) leading to the
salvation of God.

In Matthew 8, Yeshua instructed the lepers to go and show themselves
to the priests. While going to the priests, they were cleansed from Tzaraat.
The ritual cleansing process from Tzaraat required a rigorous procedure
of inspection and blood atonement as described in the Torah. According
to Vayikra / Leviticus 14:2-3 -8 X237 I0N7;7% 21°2 ¥%»7 NIR MR IXT 2
[YINRT-12 NYIRT-VA RO 737 1027 AR AITR2 PI-08 1020 XYY A0
:2TR) NY2IN 19 1IN Y NINAY NP0 009%-nY 0uR? np) o0 mE T
14:2 “This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing. Now he
shall be brought to the priest, 14:3 and the priest shall go out to the out-
side of the camp. Thus the priest shall look, and if the infection of leprosy
has been healed in the leper. (NASB) The person with Tzaraat is to meet

10



the Cohen (Priest) half way. Yeshua sent the lepers to show their bodies to
the Cohen because the first step of acting in faith is crucial for a believer.
As it says in Hosea 14:2 R@R=72 19X 1K 7110798 1210 22727 25y np
A1NOY 0D AW 2=nR) 1Y 14:2 Take words with you and return to
the Lord. Say to Him, ‘Take away all iniquity And receive us graciously,
That we may present the fruit of our lips. (NASB) These Scriptures tell us
that it is when we sincerely turn to the Lord and act upon our faith that He
will take care of our problem of impurity, uncleanness, and sin. Just as we
read in Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:6, 227-NX) 722%-NX 7098 737 9 )

WPw] [wrnn] T 1907 TWHI-2230 72379-792 THIY MIT-NE AR Ay

[0 37wa 30:6 ‘Moreover the Lord your God will circumcise your
heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live. (NASB) The
Torah describes the Lord being the One who enables or empowers His
people by circumcising their hearts. In the Scriptures describing Tzaraat,
the disease of Tzaraat was a spiritual malady that required spiritual dis-
cernment to both diagnose and treat. When someone was found to have
Tzaraat, they were forced to leave society and undergo a period of mourn-
ing and Teshuvah (repentance). Notice how the one stricken with a spiri-
tual malady, according to the covenant relationship, is told to leave for a
period of repentance prior to being reintegrated into the community of
believers. Following this period of repentance, he undergoes inspection
and then cleansed and purified through the ashes of the Red Heifer. The
details are listed in Vayikra / Leviticus chapter 14. Note how through-
out the Torah we are told of the importance of repentance, just as Moshe
using the word 23Wn (Tashuv), to turn, to repent, to look to the Lord and
to walk in His ways. All of these things may be learned by examining one
page from the Torah!

Section 4

In Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:11-12, Moshe says, NNT7 ¥ %2 X
NI DY X7 2 X7 ARNT-KD) T RIT NXDDI-XD O TI8R "IN W
WY AN YR A7 TR0 ARwd MP-17y » TRy 30:11 ‘For this
commandment which | command you today is not too difficult for you, nor
Is it out of reach. 30:12 ‘It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will
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go up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may ob-
serve it?” (NASB) King David said in Tehillim / Psalm 14:2 that the Lord
looks down from heaven searching for those who seek Him. How does
one go about seeking the Lord God in heaven? We are told according to
the author of Hebrews the following:

Hebrews 12:14
12:14 Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and
to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. (NIV)

We are told to live at peace with everyone, to be holy, and to pursue holi-
ness. Without holiness, no one will see the Lord. The word for holiness
(¥17p) is to be holy, to set apart. We are being told by the author of the
book of Hebrews to set ourselves apart for the Lord because without such
we will not be able to see God. Pursuing holiness is the act of living in
obedience to the Lord. Note that in the page from the Torah, we are told
30:6 ‘Moreover the Lord your God will circumcise your heart...” the Lord
1s the One who places within our hearts the desire to pursue holiness. Do
you have a desire to pursue holiness? If not, what is going on in your re-
lationship with God? Moshe tells us that obedience to the command is
not difficult and not far out of reach for each and every one of us. The
importance of the Torah for our lives may be found in these concepts of
repentance, and the Lord working in our hearts and our lives for His glory.
Consider the following four points that have their basis in the Torah:

1. Our dependence upon the Lord: “By prayer we continually hum-
ble ourselves before the Lord and depend upon Him for help.”
This keeps us from saying, “By my power, and the might of mine
hand, have gotten this wealth” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:17-18,

D 730K 77 TPY 0T DYV T2 13392 DN 7).

2. Our communion with the Lord: “The Lord desires to have com-
munion with us.” The reality is sometimes our hearts are reluctant
to dwell in the presence of God, it is only by the renewing of the
heart and mind in God’s Word and by the power of the Holy Spirit
we are able to draw near into a close relationship with Him. The
Scriptures say in Devarim / Deuternomy 30:10-12 7337 77°0¥ ©
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IRV RNN-RD) 9 R NRGDI-XD 097 30:9 ‘Then the Lord your
God will prosper you abundantly in all the work of your hand,
in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your cattle
and in the produce of your ground, for the Lord will again rejoice
over you for good, just as He rejoiced over your fathers; 30:10 if
you obey the Lord your God to keep His commandments and His
statutes which are written in this book of the law, if you turn to
the Lord your God with all your heart and soul. 30:11 ‘For this
commandment which | command you today is not too difficult for
you, nor is it out of reach. (NASB)

. The Lord Prepares us: “The Lord prepares our hearts through
prayer.” He facilitates our preparation by delaying to grant our
request at the moment of our asking. We are held up in the truth of
His presence until we are brought into spiritual understanding of
the will of God for our lives. Whether there is sin in our lives that
1s resulting in calamities or simply for the increasing of patience
and love for others.

. Our cooperation with God: “We are called to be fellow laborers
together with God.” Scripture says that our Savior grieves with
us and ever lives to make intercession. To His redeemed people
He says, Matthew 26:38 Then He said to them, “My soul is deeply
grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with
Me.” (NASB) According to the Scriptures and based on our own
lives, there is a great work to be done in the hearts of Men.

Based upon this one page from the Torah, The Lord has a calling upon
our lives, hearing is paralleled to living for Him according to His Word, to
have faith, and to turn in Teshuvah daily, to remember, and to believe that
He is able to save us. This is the conclusion that may be made according
to one page from the Torah.
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