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We have a lot to give praise to the Lord by what He has done!

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 71:1-24, the psalm opens saying, -?% *n°0n 73-72 X
I TR0 KIIP TR MY 7 W 3 DI TS 9K 309900 "IN ANRTIR 2 DIy AyiaN
yRIm 2IWn 20 YWY TR 0098 09K T IR NTIXM YYD WY 71:1 In You, O Lord, I have taken
refuge,; Let me never be ashamed. 71:2 In Your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; Incline Your ear
to me and save me. 71:3 Be to me a rock of habitation to which I may continually come; You have given
commandment to save me, For You are my rock and my fortress. 71:4 Rescue me, O my God, out of the hand
of the wicked, Out of the grasp of the wrongdoer and ruthless man, (NASB) As we had learned, “shame”
is equated to sin, and therefore David is asking the Lord to keep him from sinning declaring the Lord’s
righteousness delivers and rescues him. He continues saying, the Lord is his hope and confidence (71:5),
the Lord has sustained him from birth (7/.:6), how many have marveled over David because of the Lord
(71:7), and the result is his mouth is filled with praises for the Lord (7/:8). David looks to the past, how the
Lord has helped him and delivered him to seek God’s help for the future from his enemies that are working
against him (77:9-12). He asks the Lord to cause his enemies to be ashamed saying, *¥/93 30t 1727 3W/2> »

SNYT) WRan NnPI 1977 Y 71:13 Let those who are adversaries of my soul be ashamed and consumed;
Let them be covered with reproach and dishonor, who seek to injure me. (NASB) On the other hand, David
says that he will continually praise the Lord and speak of the righteousness of God (71:14-17), and that he
does not know all of the things the Lord has done to save him. Again he declares the Lord’s ability to deliver
and save and asks the Lord not to forsake him (7/:77-18). David concludes his Psalm saying, J0p7%] ©°
WA NIV NI NINY | PIeRYT] DRI WK D 19InD on 000 NPT DWY-IwR 0in-Ty 00N
223922 7R [ °IX-D3 20 PI0MIN 20N °N7T3 [ 20 KD PIYR R YING Dinianm [rama] won
1WP-03 T3 iDT2 W WO TP-TRIN 2 NOW N3N 30 SR WiTR 11333 77 ARIN 0K AN
DNYT SWRAN 190-2D WA TNRTY N3N 09°3-92 71:19 For Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the
heavens, You who have done great things, O God, who is like You? 71:20 You who have shown me many
troubles and distresses Will revive me again, And will bring me up again from the depths of the earth. 71:21
May You increase my greatness And turn to comfort me. 71:22 I will also praise You with a harp, Even Your
truth, O my God; To You I will sing praises with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel. 71:23 My lips will shout for
joy when I sing praises to You, And my soul, which You have redeemed. 71:24 My tongue also will utter Your
righteousness all day long; For they are ashamed, for they are humiliated who seek my hurt. (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 71

71:1 In You, O Lord, I have taken
refuge; Let me never be ashamed.
71:2 In Your righteousness deliv-
er me and rescue me; Incline Your
ear to me and save me. 71:3 Be to
me a rock of habitation to which I
may continually come; You have
given commandment to save me,
For You are my rock and my for-
tress. 71:4 Rescue me, O my God,
out of the hand of the wicked,
Out of the grasp of the wrong-
doer and ruthless man, 71:5 For
You are my hope; O Lord God,
You are my confidence from my
youth. 71:6 By You I have been
sustained from my birth; You are
He who took me from my moth-
er’s womb; My praise is continu-
ally of You. 71:7 I have become a
marvel to many, For You are my
strong refuge. 71:8 My mouth is
filled with Your praise And with
Your glory all day long. 71:9 Do
not cast me off in the time of old
age; Do not forsake me when my
strength fails. 71:10 For my en-
emies have spoken against me;
And those who watch for my life
have consulted together, 71:11
Saying, ‘God has forsaken him;
Pursue and seize him, for there is
no one to deliver.” 71:12 O God,
do not be far from me; O my God,
hasten to my help! (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 71

71:1 In your word, O Lord, I have
put my trust; I will never be dis-
appointed. 71:2 In your generosity
deliver me and save me; incline
your ear to me and redeem me.
71:3 Be a strong mighty rock for
me always to come to; you have
given commandment to redeem
me, for you are my strength and
my stout fortress. 71:4 O God,
save me from the hand of the
wicked man, from the hand of the
wrongdoer and the predator. 71:5
For you are my hope, O Lord;
my God, my confidence from my
youth. 71:6 I have relied on you
from the womb; you bring me out
of the bowels of my mother; my
psalm is always of your word.
71:7 1 have became like a portent
for many; and you are my confi-
dence and my strength. 71:8 My
mouth will be filled with your
praise, with your splendor every
day. 71:9 Do not cast me away
at the time of old age; when my
vigor ceases, do not forsake me.
71:10 For my enemies have spo-
ken evil about me, and those who
watch my soul have conspired
together. 71:11 Saying, “God has
forsaken him; pursue and catch
him, for there is no one to deliver
[him].” 71:12 O God, do not be far
from me; O my God, hasten to my
aid. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 71

By David, a Psalm sung by the
sons of Jonadab, and the first that
were taken captive. 71:1 O Lord,
I have hoped in thee: let me never
be put to shame. 71:2 In thy righ-
teousness deliver me and rescue
me: incline thine ear to me, and
save me. 71:3 Be to me a protect-
ing God, and a strong hold to save
me: for thou art my fortress and
my refuge. 71:4 Deliver me, O my
God, from the hand of the sinner,
from the hand of the transgressor
and unjust man. 71:5 For thou art
my support, O Lord; O Lord, thou
art my hope from my youth. 71:6
On thee have I been stayed from
the womb: from the belly of my
mother thou art my protector: of
thee is my praise continually. 71:7
I am become as it were a wonder
to many: but thou art my strong
helper. 71:8 Let my mouth be
filled with praise, that I may hymn
thy glory, and thy majesty all the
day. 71:9 Cast me not off at the
time of old age; forsake me not
when my strength fails. 71:10 For
mine enemies have spoken against
me; and they that lay wait for my
soul have taken counsel together,
71:11 saying, God has forsaken
him: persecute ye and take him;
for there is none to deliver him.
71:12 O God, go not far from me,
O my God, draw nigh to my help.
(NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 71

71:13 Let those who are adversar-
ies of my soul be ashamed and con-
sumed; Let them be covered with
reproach and dishonor, who seek to
injure me. 71:14 But as for me, [ will
hope continually, And will praise
You yet more and more. 71:15 My
mouth shall tell of Your righteous-
ness And of Your salvation all day
long; For I do not know the sum of
them. 71:16 I will come with the
mighty deeds of the Lord God; I will
make mention of Your righteousness,
Yours alone. 71:17 O God, You have
taught me from my youth, And I still
declare Your wondrous deeds. 71:18
And even when I am old and gray,
O God, do not forsake me, Until I
declare Your strength to this gener-
ation, Your power to all who are to
come. 71:19 For Your righteous-
ness, O God, reaches to the heavens,
You who have done great things; O
God, who is like You? 71:20 You
who have shown me many troubles
and distresses Will revive me again,
And will bring me up again from the
depths of the earth. 71:21 May You
increase my greatness And turn to
comfort me. 71:22 I will also praise
You with a harp, Even Your truth, O
my God; To You I will sing praises
with the lyre, O Holy One of Isra-
el. 71:23 My lips will shout for joy
when I sing praises to You; And my
soul, which You have redeemed.
71:24 My tongue also will utter Your
righteousness all day long; For they
are ashamed, for they are humiliated
who seek my hurt. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 71

71:13 Let those who oppose my soul
be disappointed [and] destroyed; let
those who seek my ruin be covered
with disgrace and dishonor. 71:14
And I will always wait, and [ will add
to all your praise. 71:15 My mouth
will tell of your generosity, of your
redemption every day, for I do not
know their number. 71:16 I will enter
in the strength of the Lord God; I will
remember your righteousness alone.
71:17 O my God, you have taught me
by miracles from my youth; and to
this very time I will tell of your mar-
vels. 71:18 And moreover, O God, do
not forsake me at the time of old age
and gray hair, until [ may tell of the
strength of your arm to every gen-
eration, of your mighty strength to
all who will come. 71:19 Your righ-
teousness, O God, [reaches] to the
highest heaven, for you have done
great things; O God, who is like you?
71:20 You who have shown me great
and evil troubles, make us live again;
and bring us up again from the deep-
est depths. 71:21 You will increase
my greatness, and you will turn and
comfort me. 71:22 Also I will give
thanks in your presence with instru-
ments of song, and the lyre; I will
tell of your truth, O my God, I will
sing praise in your presence with the
harp, Holy One of Israel. 71:23 My
lips will rejoice, for I will give praise
in your presence, and [also] my soul
that you have redeemed. 71:24 Also
my tongue every day will repeat your
generosity, for those who seek my
ruin have been disappointed, they
have been put to shame. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 71

71:13 Let those that plot against my
soul be ashamed and utterly fail: let
those that seek my hurt be clothed
with shame and dishonour. 71:14
But I will hope continually, and will
praise thee more and more. 71:15 My
mouth shall declare thy righteous-
ness openly, and thy salvation all the
day; for I am not acquainted with the
affairs of men. 71:16 I will go on in
the might of the Lord: O Lord, I will
make mention of thy righteousness
only. 71:17 O God, thou hast taught
me from my youth, and until now
will T declare thy wonders; 71:18
even until I am old and advanced in
years. O God, forsake me not; until
I shall have declared thine arm to
all the generation that is to come:
71:19 even thy power and thy righ-
teousness, O God, up to the high-
est heavens, even the mighty works
which thou has done: O God, who is
like to thee? 71:20 What afflictions
many and sore hast thou shewed me!
yet thou didst turn and quicken me,
and broughtest me again from the
depths of the earth. 71:21 Thou didst
multiply thy righteousness, and didst
turn and comfort me, and brought-
est me again out of the depths of the
earth. 71:22 I will also therefore give
thanks to thee, O God, because of thy
truth, on an instrument of psalmody:
I will sing psalms to thee on the harp,
O Holy One of Israel. 71:23 My lips
shall rejoice when I sing to thee; and
my soul, which thou hast redeemed.
71:24 Moreover also my tongue shall
dwell all the day upon thy righteous-
ness; when they shall be ashamed
and confounded that seek my hurt.
(LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 71:1-24. This is the first psalm that opens without an in-
troductory line to introduce the purpose for David making the psalm. Some commentators (e.g. Keil and
Delitzsch OT Commentary) believe this to be an “anonymous” psalm by the reason that the psalm is not
introduced as a psalm of David. The Psalmist appears to at once begin his request of the Lord for deliver-

ance saying, 0727 TUIAR-2XR *N°00 MI-92 R 71:1 In You, O Lord, I have taken refuge; Let me never
be ashamed. (NASB) He says “in You, Lord (YHVH), is my refuge (°1°01]) ” taken from the root word 17017

meaning as a verb, “fo spare, have mercy on, have pity on,” he is saying that it is due to the Lord’s mercy
and pity upon him that he finds a place of refuge in the Lord. And that He will not be “ashamed forever”
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(D21Y7 7YI2R-7X) meaning that with the Lord’s help, he will never be ashamed. As we had learned pre-
viously in Tehillim / Psalms 70, “shame” is equated to sin, and therefore David is asking the Lord to keep

him from sinning declaring the Lord’s righteousness is what delivers and rescues him. J7°XR JNP782 2
7 AR DTG SY90-02 WY DX RN RIQY 1R MNEY |07 00 X DWW TN 98- 210700
yIm ]713_7?; nan YY1 ’JQ]?‘.ZJ ’Ef’7§ 71:2 In Your righteousness deliver me and rescue me, Incline Your
ear to me and save me. 71:3 Be to me a rock of habitation to which I may continually come, You have given

commandment to save me, For You are my rock and my fortress. 71:4 Rescue me, O my God, out of the hand
of the wicked, Out of the grasp of the wrongdoer and ruthless man, (NASB) David says “in Your righteous-
ness” (ANRTY) “deliver me” (°172°¥M). How does righteousness deliver? King Solomon said in Mishley /
Proverbs 11:4, :NYyAn 2°XA NR7XY 102y 01°2 190 DVP-X2 T 11:4 Riches do not profit in the day of wrath,
But righteousness delivers from death. (NASB) Note how the righteousness of God stands emphatically at
the beginning of the sentence in the MT. In Tehillim / Psalms 71, David dwells a lot upon the idea of the
righteousness of God (7ehillim / Psalms 71:2, 71:15-16, 71:19, and 71:24). David has a lot to say concern-
ing righteousness according to the Psalms.

Summary - David speaking of Righteousness

Tehillim / Psalms 5:8-12

5:8 O Lord, lead me in Your righteousness because of my foes; Make Your way straight be-
fore me. 5:9 There is nothing reliable in what they say; Their inward part is destruction itself.
Their throat is an open grave; They flatter with their tongue. 5:10 Hold them guilty, O God,
By their own devices let them fall! In the multitude of their transgressions thrust them out,
For they are rebellious against You. 5:11 But let all who take refuge in You be glad, Let them
ever sing for joy; And may You shelter them, That those who love Your name may exult in

You. 5:12 For it is You who blesses the righteous man, O Lord, You surround him with favor
as with a shield. (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 15:1-3
15:1 O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? 15:2 He who
walks with integrity, and works righteousness, And speaks truth in his heart. 15:3 He does

not slander with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor takes up a reproach against
his friend; (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 34:12-20

34:12 Who is the man who desires life And loves length of days that he may see good? 34.:13
Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit. 34:14 Depart from evil and
do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 34:15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous And
His ears are open to their cry. 34:16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers, To cut off the
memory of them from the earth. 34:17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hears And delivers
them out of all their troubles. 34:18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted And saves those
who are crushed in spirit. 34:19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the Lord de-
livers him out of them all. 34:20 He keeps all his bones, Not one of them is broken. (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 37:23-32

37:23 The steps of a man are established by the Lord, And He delights in his way. 37:24
When he falls, he will not be hurled headlong, Because the Lord is the One who holds his
hand. 37:25 I have been young and now I am old, Yet I have not seen the righteous forsak-
en Or his descendants begging bread. 37:26 All day long he is gracious and lends, And his
descendants are a blessing. 37:27 Depart from evil and do good, So you will abide forever.
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37:28 For the Lord loves justice And does not forsake His godly ones; They are preserved
forever, But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off. 37:29 The righteous will inherit
the land And dwell in it forever. 37:30 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, And his
tongue speaks justice. 37:31 The law of his God is in his heart; His steps do not slip. 37:32
The wicked spies upon the righteous And seeks to kill him. (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 37:39-40

37:39 But the salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their strength in time of trou-
ble. 37:40 The Lord helps them and delivers them, He delivers them from the wicked and
saves them, Because they take refuge in Him. (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 55:22
55:22 Cast your burden upon the Lord and He will sustain you; He will never allow the righ-
teous to be shaken. (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 58:11
58:11 And men will say, ‘Surely there is a reward for the righteous; Surely there is a God who
judges on earth!” (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 71:14-16

71:14 But as for me, I will hope continually, And will praise You yet more and more. 71:15
My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness And of Your salvation all day long; For I do not
know the sum of them. 71:16 I will come with the mighty deeds of the Lord God; I will make
mention of Your righteousness, Yours alone. (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 97:10-12
97:10 Hate evil, you who love the Lord, Who preserves the souls of His godly ones; He de-
livers them from the hand of the wicked. 97:11 Light is sown like seed for the righteous And

gladness for the upright in heart. 97:12 Be glad in the Lord, you righteous ones, And give
thanks to His holy name. (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 112:1-9

112:1 Praise the Lord! How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, Who greatly delights
in His commandments. 112:2 His descendants will be mighty on earth; The generation of
the upright will be blessed. 112:3 Wealth and riches are in his house, And his righteousness
endures forever. 112:4 Light arises in the darkness for the upright; He is gracious and com-
passionate and righteous. 112:5 It is well with the man who is gracious and lends; He will
maintain his cause in judgment. 112:6 For he will never be shaken,; The righteous will be
remembered forever. 112:7 He will not fear evil tidings, His heart is steadfast, trusting in
the Lord. 112:8 His heart is upheld, he will not fear, Until he looks with satisfaction on his
adversaries. 112:9 He has given freely to the poor, His righteousness endures forever; His
horn will be exalted in honor. (NASB)

David asks the Lord to lend him His righteousness (5:8) because of his enemies, suggesting again that the
righteousness of God is what delivers him from his enemies. The righteousness of God brings His justice,
and justice brings judgment against sin, the sin of his enemies. David receives judgment in the form of mer-
cy, the wicked man (the enemy) receives judgment in the form of God’s wrath. He asks the Lord to make
his way straight because the enemy, the unrighteous way is not straight. He asks who may dwell in the holy
hill of the Lord? Those who live righteously and choose to walk upright before the Lord God according
to His Torah. (/5:1-3) The man who desires life, length of days, and to see good, is the one who lives a
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righteous life. (34:12-15) The one who lives righteously, his steps are established by the Lord. The reason
being, the righteous choose to live according to God’s Torah, which is God’s way of living a righteous life.
(37:23) The Lord is our salvation and strength (37:39-40), which is a function of His mercy and grace, to
deliver from the enemy. The Lord sustains the righteous and does not allow them to be shaken (55:22). The
righteousness of God is the salvation and the continual help He provides to His people (71:14-16). The Lord
preserves those who are His, and because of His preservation, we are able to praise His holy Name. (97:10-
12). The righteous greatly rejoice in God’s commands (//2:7) and the one who delights in the commands,
his descendants will be mighty in the earth where the generation of the upright will be blessed (/72:2).

David continues in his psalm saying the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 71:5-12

71:5 For You are my hope; O Lord God, You are my confidence from my youth. 71:6 By You
I have been sustained from my birth; You are He who took me from my mother’s womb,; My
praise is continually of You. 71:7 I have become a marvel to many, For You are my strong ref-
uge. 71:8 My mouth is filled with Your praise And with Your glory all day long. 71:9 Do not
cast me off in the time of old age; Do not forsake me when my strength fails. 71:10 For my
enemies have spoken against me; And those who watch for my life have consulted together,

71:11 Saying, ‘God has forsaken him; Pursue and seize him, for there is no one to deliver.’
71:12 O God, do not be far from me; O my God, hasten to my help! (NASB)

..... TP 1 DN MO MW PN 0D AOR-2 7
© ADWNPN OPT-22 ANPAN D X7 1 ITY-"00R ARK) 2°317 N N9y T TiRn ngan

YT ONYY TR 3 POAR-OR DOOR 20 1PR) PR 02 AmwaN] 1977 131y 20K INK?
(7]

Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Toviyah / Psalms 71:5-12

1:5 For you are my hope, O Lord; my God, my confidence from my youth. 71:6 I have relied
on you from the womb; you bring me out of the bowels of my mother; my psalm is always of
your word. 71:7 I have became like a portent for many,; and you are my confidence and my
strength. 71:8 My mouth will be filled with your praise, with your splendor every day. 71:9
Do not cast me away at the time of old age; when my vigor ceases, do not forsake me. 71:10
For my enemies have spoken evil about me, and those who watch my soul have conspired

together. 71:11 Saying, “God has forsaken him; pursue and catch him, for there is no one to
deliver [him].” 71:12 O God, do not be far from me; O my God, hasten to my aid. (EMC)
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Septuagint
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Psalmoi / Psalms 71:5-12

71:5 For thou art my support, O Lord; O Lord, thou art my hope from my youth. 71:6 On
thee have I been stayed from the womb: from the belly of my mother thou art my protector:
of thee is my praise continually. 71:7 I am become as it were a wonder to many: but thou
art my strong helper. 71:8 Let my mouth be filled with praise, that [ may hymn thy glory, and
thy majesty all the day. 71:9 Cast me not off at the time of old age; forsake me not when my
strength fails. 71:10 For mine enemies have spoken against me; and they that lay wait for
my soul have taken counsel together, 71:11 saying, God has forsaken him: persecute ye and
take him, for there is none to deliver him. 71:12 O God, go not far from me, O my God, draw
nigh to my help. (LXX)

71:5 &1L o0 &l | Vmopovr) pov KVPlE KOPLOg 1 EATIC pov €k vedtdg pov 71:6 émi of
gnestnpiydnv amo YooTpdg £k Kotiog UNTPOC OV GV OV £l GKETAGTHC &V 601 1) Duvnoig pov
i movtdg 71:7 doel 1épag £yeviOny 10ic ToALoIg Kol o Bon0og kpataidg 71:8 TAnpwoT®
10 GTOMO LoV aivEGEWS OO DUVACH TNV d0EQV GOv OANV TNV NUEPAY TNV LEYOAOTPETELLY
ocov 71:9 un amoppiyng pe gig kapodv yNpovg &v 1@ ekdeinev v ioybv pov pun £ykaTaMmng
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David continues saying, the Lord is his hope and confidence (7/:5), the Lord has sustained him from birth
(71:6). The Aramaic Targum states that David thanks the Lord through his relying upon the Lord from the
day he was born when the Lord brought him out of the bowels of his mother, that his psalms are always
about God’s word. The Scriptures provide us with a future hope, we see and read how the Lord has saved
His people in the past, and hope and pray for the Lord to help us in our present need and at a future time.
The rabbis translate the Aramaic Targum to say David’s mouth will praise the Lord because of His splendor,
as opposed to the MT that states many have marveled over David because of the Lord (7/:7). The Lord’s
deliverance causes one to marvel, and the result is the mouth is filled with praises for the Lord (7/:8). David
looks to the past, how the Lord has helped him and delivered him to seek God’s help for the future from his
enemies that are working against him (77:9-12).

David suggests that his hold age may have a part in the Lord forsaking him. Why do you think that
i1s? He says “71:9 Do not cast me away at the time of old age; when my vigor ceases, do not forsake me.”
(EMC)? What is the point that David is making about his age? Could it be that one’s sins add up over a
lifetime? Could it be that one’s sins cause the heart to become callused such that one might sin and not have
the conviction of the Holy Spirit? The Apostle Paul said in 2 Timothy 4.7-8, 4:7 I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 4:8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have
loved His appearing. (NKJV) When a person makes sin their way of life, there is no hope in the appearing
of the righteous judge. We should be striving to make righteousness a way of life and not sin. Paul speaks of
the one who looks forward to the appearing of the Lord Yeshua. These concepts are all very similar to what
Paul wrote to Titus in Zitus 2:11-14 saying, 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to
all men, 2:12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and
godly in the present age, 2:13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Christ Jesus, 2:14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify
for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. (NASB) The mercy (grace) of God is
what brings the Lord’s salvation and righteousness. According to Paul, the salvation of God instructs us to
deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live our lives in righteousness and truth. This is as opposed
to what the Septuagint states, 7/:10 For mine enemies have spoken against me, and they that lay wait for
my soul have taken counsel together, 71:11 saying, God has forsaken him: persecute ye and take him; for
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there is none to deliver him. (LXX) The unrighteous are not the sons of God and therefore they have none to
protect them from destruction (none to deliver them). The righteous are those who both choose to believe in
the Lord God Almighty and His Messiah Yeshua, and choose to obey the Lord according to His word, and
the Lord credits them with His righteousness. This is again similar to what Peter wrote in his epistle in /
Peter 2:9-16.

1 Peter 2:9-16

2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own pos-

session, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light; 2:10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of
God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 2:11 Beloved, I urge you

as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. 2:12
Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander
you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in

the day of visitation. 2:13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution,

whether to a king as the one in authority, 2:14 or to governors as sent by him for the punish-

ment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. 2:15 For such is the will of God that
by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 2:16 Act as free men, and do not
use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. (NASB)

The Lord calls us out of darkness into His light, His truth, and His righteousness and justice. Based upon
these Scriptures, Peter says that the Lord called us out of darkness, whereas, David says that the Lord
has sustained him from his youth. How does the Lord sustain us from our youth if He has called us from
darkness? Is the Lord with a person while they are “in the darkness” which is to say while one is “/iving
unrighteously?” David said in Tehillim / Psalms 55:22 Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain
you, he will never let the righteous be shaken. (NIV) and in Tehillim / Psalms 54.:4 Surely God is my help;
the Lord is the one who sustains me. (NIV) The Lord sustains us by placing within our hearts to listen and
obey, to flee from lustful desires, and to do good deeds. Are you being convicted in your heart of these
things? For this reason Peter says, 2:15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the
ignorance of foolish men. 2:16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use
it as bondslaves of God. (NASB) 1f we choose to live this way, the Lord promises to make our paths straight
and to preserve us. The point is that once we know the difference between right and wrong, we are called
to strive for what is right for the honor and glory of God.

Mishley / Proverbs 4:18
4:18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun, That shines ever brighter unto the perfect
day. (NKJV)

Mishley / Proverbs 10:2-3

10:2 Treasures of wickedness profit nothing, But righteousness delivers from death. 10:3
The LORD will not allow the righteous soul to famish, But He casts away the desire of the
wicked. (NKJV)

Mishley / Proverbs 15:28-29

15:28 The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, But the mouth of the wicked pours
forth evil. 15:29 The LORD is far from the wicked, But He hears the prayer of the righteous.
(NKJV)

Matthew 5:6
5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. (NKJV)
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Matthew 5:10
5:10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’sake, For theirs is the kingdom

of heaven. (NKJV)

Matthew 13:43
13:43 “Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who
has ears to hear, let him hear! (NKJV)

Matthew 25:46
25:46 “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.” (NKJV)

Romans 5:17

5:17 For if by the one man's offense death reigned through the one, much more those who
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One,
Jesus Christ. (NKJV)

All of Scripture speaks of the gift of righteousness the Lord God in heaven gives to his people and the mercy
He shows in sustaining us. These Scriptures from Proverbs, Matthew, and Romans, and more, also speak
of our responsibility of walking in righteousness, truth, justice, and love towards one another. On the other
hand, the unrighteous, the wicked, David asks the Lord to cause his enemies to be ashamed saying, 327 »°
NV WRD NP3 9T 1Y W 230 1927 71:13 Let those who are adversaries of my soul be ashamed
and consumed; Let them be covered with reproach and dishonor, who seek to injure me. (NASB) s it ok to
ask the Lord to cause our enemies to go to destruction or to be ashamed? I believe that it is ok to seek the
Lord to bring His Justice, which consequentially brings his judgment. If the enemy is coming by reason of
something I have done, Lord help me to change my ways, to be humble, and to turn away from sin. And if
the enemy comes not by reason of sin, Lord, Your Name be glorified!
Note what Daniel said speaking of the last days in Daniel 12:1-3.

Daniel 12:1-3

12:1 ‘Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your
people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was
a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the
book, will be rescued. 12:2 ‘Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake,
these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 12:3 ‘Those
who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those
who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. (NASB)
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Daniel speaks of a book wherein a persons whose name is written will be saved. In Daniel 12:2, it says “And
many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.” Daniel is speaking of the Olam Haba (the World to Come) and eternal salvation and
the resurrection. The Septuagint translates this verse saying, “And many that sleep in the breadth (widzet)
of the earth shall arise, some to life eternal, and some to reproach, some to dispersion (diaomopov) and
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eternal shame.” In the MT, Daniel writes 11277 (shame) and 73X77 (contempt). These terms are written as

“reproach” and “dispersion, ” in the Septuagint as an attempt to render NM977] (haraphot), “shame.” In the
Septuagint, “dispersion” is omitted, and yopat ( “an embankment”) is written. The Vulgate has a some-
what singular version stating, “And many that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to life eternal,
and some to contempt, in order that they may always see it (ut videant semper).” Daniel states that “many
of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake...” indicating that sleep is a symbol of death which is
used frequently in both the Tanach and the Apostolic Writings. (Tehillim / Psalm 13:3, Job 3:13, Acts 7:60),
1 Corinthians 15:6) In addition, “Dust” is a common phrase for the grave as we find in Job 7:21, Tehillim /
Psalm 22:30, 30:10, and Bereshit / Genesis 3:19. The reference here is to those who are both dead and bur-
ied. What we find here in Daniel is a belief in the resurrection. This is a distinct reference to the resurrection
of the body; it is stated that those who “sleep in the dust” will “awake.” It is important to note that at the
resurrection the condition of each person is fixed, one is either raised to “everlasting life” or to “everlasting
contempt.” The resurrection as it is described here is on an individual basis and not national, as shown by
the contrasted conditions of the individuals who are raised to life. The prophet Isaiah also stated in Isaiah
26:14-19, proclaiming the same belief. Ezekiel 37:1-14 describes the resurrection was for Israel, and it is
important to note that there was no such belief of resurrection in Greek mythology.

David continues in his psalm saying that he will continually praise the Lord and speak of the righteous-
ness of God (71:14-17), and that he does not know all of the things the Lord has done to save him. Again
he declares the Lord’s ability to deliver and save and asks the Lord not to forsake him (71:17-18).

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 71:13-18

1:13 Let those who are adversaries of my soul be ashamed and consumed; Let them be
covered with reproach and dishonor, who seek to injure me. 71:14 But as for me, I will
hope continually, And will praise You yet more and more. 71:15 My mouth shall tell of Your
righteousness And of Your salvation all day long; For I do not know the sum of them. 71:16
1 will come with the mighty deeds of the Lord God; I will make mention of Your righteous-
ness, Yours alone. 71:17 O God, You have taught me from my youth, And I still declare Your
wondrous deeds. 71:18 And even when I am old and gray, O God, do not forsake me, Until |
declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to all who are to come. (NASB)
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Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Toviyah / Psalms 71:13-18

71:13 Let those who oppose my soul be disappointed [and] destroyed, let those who seek my
ruin be covered with disgrace and dishonor. 71:14 And I will always wait, and I will add to
all your praise. 71:15 My mouth will tell of your generosity, of your redemption every day,
for I do not know their number. 71:16 1 will enter in the strength of the Lord God, I will re-
member your righteousness alone. 71:17 O my God, you have taught me by miracles from my
youth; and to this very time I will tell of your marvels. 71:18 And moreover, O God, do not
forsake me at the time of old age and gray hair, until I may tell of the strength of your arm to
every generation, of your mighty strength to all who will come. (EMC)
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 71:13-18

71:13 Let those that plot against my soul be ashamed and utterly fail: let those that seek my
hurt be clothed with shame and dishonour. 71:14 But I will hope continually, and will praise
thee more and more. 71:15 My mouth shall declare thy righteousness openly, and thy sal-
vation all the day, for I am not acquainted with the affairs of men. 71:16 I will go on in the
might of the Lord: O Lord, I will make mention of thy righteousness only. 71:17 O God, thou
hast taught me from my youth, and until now will I declare thy wonders; 71:18 even until 1
am old and advanced in years. O God, forsake me not; until I shall have declared thine arm
to all the generation that is to come: (LXX)

71:13 aioyvvOntocay Kol EKMTETOoAY 0l EVOIaPAALOVTEG TV YoV Hov mepiforécdmcav
aioyOvnv kol Evrponny ol {ntodvteg Ta koka pot 71:14 £y 8¢ d10 TovToc EATIA Kol TpocHnowm
Emi macav Vv aivesiv cov 71:15 10 otépa pov E€ayyelel TV dikalocvVV Gov OANV TNV
nuépav tnv cwtpiov cov 61t ovk Eyvev ypouuateiog 71:16 gicehevcopot €v duvacteig
Kupiov KOpte pvnobnoopat Thc dtkaocHvng cov udvou 71:17 €510 e 0 06 EK vEOTNTOC
LoV Kol péypt vOv amayyeh®d ta Oovpdoid cov 71:18 kai Emg ynpovg kai tpecfeiov 6 Ogdg
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Notice how David says that “I will hope continually and praise you more and more,” (71:14) and continues

saying “my mouth will tell of Your righteousness and Your salvation (ADYIWR) all day long.” (71:15) The
Aramaic Targum states David will wait always and add to God’s praise, and that his mouth will tell of the
Lord’s generosity, and His redemption because he cannot number all of the times the Lord had saved him.
The rabbis say the Lord taught David by miracles and so he will tell of His marvels. Some of the marvels the
rabbis might be referencing may be taken from the midrashic literature. In the midrashic literature we are
told that David’s life as a shepherd had prepared him for his position as king. He treated the sheep entrusted
to his care lovingly and tenderly, wherefore God said, “He understands how to pasture sheep; therefore he
shall become the shepherd of My flock Israel” (Midrash Tehillim 78 and Midrash Rabbah Shemot 2, Part
2). In the lonely desert David found opportunity to display his extraordinary strength and courage where he
strangled with his hands four lions and three bears that attacked his flock (see Midrash on Samuel 20). The
Midrash also has the following description saying:

“David was once in great danger when he came upon a gigantic reem (Giant Animals in
Hebrew Lore) asleep. Taking it for a high mountain, he tried to climb it; but the animal
awakened suddenly, and David found himself lifted high up into the air on its horns. David
now vowed to God to build a temple 100 ells high—as high as the horns of the reem—if He
would save him from the beast, and God thereupon sent a lion, which, as “king of the ani-
mals” (compare Talmud Bavli Chagigah 13b), exacted respect even from this gigantic beast,
which fell down before the lion, enabling David safely to alight. Then a deer came, which the
lion immediately pursued, so that David escaped both from the reem and the lion” (Midrash
Tehillim 22, Part 22).
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According to the rabbis, David was greatly respected of the Lord God in heaven. David’s shepherding life
ended in his twenty-eighth year, when Samuel anointed him king. Based upon the wild stories given by
the rabbis, David had a lot to give praise to the Lord God Almighty for the deliverance He has provided
throughout his life, even from his youth from both man and beast.

David concludes his Psalm saying the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 71:19-24

71:19 For Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens, You who have done great
things; O God, who is like You? 71:20 You who have shown me many troubles and distresses
Will revive me again, And will bring me up again from the depths of the earth. 71:21 May You
increase my greatness And turn to comfort me. 71:22 [ will also praise You with a harp, Even
Your truth, O my God; To You I will sing praises with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel. 71:23
My lips will shout for joy when I sing praises to You; And my soul, which You have redeemed.
71:24 My tongue also will utter Your righteousness all day long; For they are ashamed, for
they are humiliated who seek my hurt. (NASB)
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Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Toviyah / Psalms 71:19-24

71:19 Your righteousness, O God, [reaches] to the highest heaven, for you have done great
things, O God, who is like you? 71:20 You who have shown me great and evil troubles, make
us live again; and bring us up again from the deepest depths. 71:21 You will increase my
greatness, and you will turn and comfort me. 71:22 Also I will give thanks in your presence
with instruments of song, and the lyre; I will tell of your truth, O my God, I will sing praise
in your presence with the harp, Holy One of Israel. 71:23 My lips will rejoice, for I will give
praise in your presence, and [also] my soul that you have redeemed. 71:24 Also my tongue
every day will repeat your generosity, for those who seek my ruin have been disappointed,
they have been put to shame. (EMC)
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 71
71:19 even thy power and thy righteousness, O God, up to the highest heavens, even the
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mighty works which thou has done: O God, who is like to thee? 71:20 What afflictions many
and sore hast thou shewed me! yet thou didst turn and quicken me, and broughtest me again
from the depths of the earth. 71:21 Thou didst multiply thy righteousness, and didst turn
and comfort me, and broughtest me again out of the depths of the earth. 71:22 I will also
therefore give thanks to thee, O God, because of thy truth, on an instrument of psalmody: |
will sing psalms to thee on the harp, O Holy One of Israel. 71:23 My lips shall rejoice when
1 sing to thee; and my soul, which thou hast redeemed. 71:24 Moreover also my tongue shall
dwell all the day upon thy righteousness, when they shall be ashamed and confounded that
seek my hurt. (LXX)

71:19 6 0g6g Emg Vyiotov G €moincag peyalela 0 0e6¢ Tig dpotdc oot 71:20 doag E06e1E0C
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Kol 1] YA@GGH Lov OANV TNV NUEPAV LEAETNOEL TV SIKALOGVUVTV 6oV dtav aicyvuvldov Kol
EVTpanm®otv o1 {nTodvTes T Kok Lot

David says God’s righteousness reaches to the heavens. What does it mean that His righteousness reaches
to the heavens? This could be a reference back to the Torah account of creation, by the Word of the Lord He
spoke all things into existence. For this reason he gives God the praises. In Tehillim / Psalms 9:1-10, David
gives praise to the Lord. In order to praise God in an acceptable manner, we must praise him with our whole
heart. When we give thanks for a particular mercy, we should remember former mercies just as David is
doing here in his Psalm. Our joy however should not be on the gift as much as upon the Giver, the Lord in
heaven. The praises we give and attribute to the Lord is according to His mercies and triumphs that He has
brought in the life of His people. The might and power of God is what keeps the enemy at bay, and causes
our enemies not to be able to stand before us. The judgment of God is according to truth, righteousness, and
justice, as opposed to the way of the unrighteous, injustice, and the wicked man. The way of the Lord is
sure, straight, and a solid foundation, this is why we are able to run to Him as our refuge and depend upon
Him, for His power to save, to deliver, and to redeem as David says in Tehillim / Psalms 71. By reason of
these things, those who know Him also believe in His truth and faithfulness, and we rejoice in his word and
in His promises and find rest in knowing that He is in control. And as a result, we can trust in Him even to
the end, in the midst of both blessing and trouble. For those who have tasted of the goodness of God, who
is there that would not seek Him, the One who has never forsaken those that seek Him? Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We humbly seek Your help to deliver us from not only our enemies, but also from our own sins. We
desire to hallow Your Name in word, in thought, and in deed, and we know without Your help this is im-
possible. We praise Your Holy Name for strength and faith in the Messiah Yeshua through whom we have
the forgiveness of sins. The very presence of the change in our lives gives testimony to Your Name and the
presence of Your Spirit in our midst. We thank You for keeping our feet on the path of righteousness and
truth according to Your Word (the Scriptures). Please create in us a deep respect, fear, and love for You
Lord, coupled with a desire to dwell in Your presence, to study Your word, to pray, and to lead humble lives.
Thank You for giving us the faith to believe in Yeshua the Messiah! Please have mercy on us, forgive us for
our sins. We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the covenant of peace that
You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths
to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever
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and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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