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The Prophetic Word

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 69:1-36, the psalm opens :T177 DIWiW-2¥ 0¥In? X For
the choir director; according to shoshannim. A Psalm of David. David continues saying, D17 *1°Wi7 2
I3 OKR2 UHYE T PINDUY NTAW) Dn-pRyna TN TOYR TR T8N 102 0YAY 3 Wi-TY O XD 72
TR Dmn 1Y 192 01393 69:1 Save me, O God, For the waters have threatened my life. 69:2 I have sunk
in deep mire, and there is no foothold; I have come into deep waters, and a flood overflows me. 69:3 I am
weary with my crying, my throat is parched; My eyes fail while I wait for my God. (NASB) What are the
waters that have threatened David’s life? He says, TR W 27X "N 0¥7 XY 037 "RIW WX NWwn [127 7
UK IR R7II-RY 69:4 Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head, Those who
would destroy me are powerful, being wrongfully my enemies; What I did not steal, I then have to restore.
(NASB) David says, 69:5 O God, it is You who knows my folly, And my wrongs are not hidden from You.
69:6 May those who wait for You not be ashamed through me, O Lord God of hosts; May those who seek
You not be dishonored through me, O God of Israel, 69:7 Because for Your sake I have borne reproach;
Dishonor has covered my face. (NASB) He says that he has become estranged such that his brothers do not
know him (69:8), he has a zeal for his the House of God (69:9), fasting had become his reproach (69:10),
he made sackcloth his clothing (69.17), and other talk about him (69:72). Through all of these things, His
prayer is to the Lord at an acceptable time (69:73). What is an acceptable time? David parallels the flood
waters to his enemies (69.14-15). David recognizes the great compassion of the Lord, His mercy, and His
grace (69:16). David says that he is greatly distressed, he was not given sympathy, that his enemies gave
him gall for food and vinegar for drink which has been used as a prophetic word of Yeshua. (69:27) David
calls upon the Lord to cause the table of the enemy to become a snare to them (69:22), to pore out God’s
indignation upon them (69:24), to add iniquity to their iniquity (69:27), and that those who stand against
the Lord and His anointed, their names would be blotted out of the book of life and not be recorded with
the righteous (69:28). David concludes his psalm saying, 69:30 I will praise the name of God with song
And magnify Him with thanksgiving. 69:31 And it will please the Lord better than an ox Or a young bull
with horns and hoofs. 69:32 The humble have seen it and are glad; You who seek God, let your heart revive.
69:33 For the Lord hears the needy And does not despise His who are prisoners. 69:34 Let heaven and earth
praise Him, The seas and everything that moves in them. 69:35 For God will save Zion and build the cities
of Judah, That they may dwell there and possess it. 69:36 The descendants of His servants will inherit it,
And those who love His name will dwell in it. (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 69

For the choir director; according to
shoshannim. A Psalm of David. 69:1
Save me, O God, For the waters have
threatened my life. 69:2 1 have sunk in
deep mire, and there is no foothold; I
have come into deep waters, and a flood
overflows me. 69:3 T am weary with
my crying; my throat is parched; My
eyes fail while I wait for my God. 69:4
Those who hate me without a cause are
more than the hairs of my head; Those
who would destroy me are powerful, be-
ing wrongfully my enemies; What I did
not steal, I then have to restore. 69:5 O
God, it is You who knows my folly, And
my wrongs are not hidden from You.
69:6 May those who wait for You not
be ashamed through me, O Lord God of
hosts; May those who seek You not be
dishonored through me, O God of Israel,
69:7 Because for Your sake I have borne
reproach; Dishonor has covered my face.
69:8 I have become estranged from my
brothers And an alien to my mother’s
sons. 69:9 For zeal for Your house has
consumed me, And the reproaches of
those who reproach You have fallen on
me. 69:10 When I wept in my soul with
fasting, It became my reproach. 69:11
When I made sackcloth my clothing, I
became a byword to them. 69:12 Those
who sit in the gate talk about me, And I
am the song of the drunkards. 69:13 But
as for me, my prayer is to You, O Lord, at
an acceptable time; O God, in the great-
ness of Your lovingkindness, Answer
me with Your saving truth. 69:14 Deliv-
er me from the mire and do not let me
sink; May I be delivered from my foes
and from the deep waters. 69:15 May the
flood of water not overflow me Nor the
deep swallow me up, Nor the pit shut its
mouth on me. 69:16 Answer me, O Lord,
for Your lovingkindness is good; Ac-
cording to the greatness of Your compas-
sion, turn to me, 69:17 And do not hide
Your face from Your servant, For I am
in distress; answer me quickly. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 69

69:1 For praise; concerning the exiles of the
Sanhedrin; composed by David. 69:2 Re-
deem me, O God, for an army of sinners
has come to trouble me, like water that has
reached to the soul. 69:3 T am sunk in exile
like water of the deep, and there is no place
to stand; I have come to the mighty depths; a
band of wicked men and a wicked king have
sent me into exile. 69:4 I am weary of calling
out, my throat has become rough, my eyes
have ceased to wait for my God. 69:5 Those
who hate me without a cause are more numer-
ous that the hairs of my head; those who dis-
may me — my enemies, false witnesses — have
grown strong; what I never stole I will [have
to] repay, because of their false witness. 69:6
O God, you know my folly; my sins have not
been hidden from your presence. 69:7 Those
who trust in you will not be disappointed in
me; those who seek instruction from you will
not be ashamed of me, O God of Israel. 69:8
For on your account I have borne disgrace;
shame has covered my face. 69:9 I have been
accounted a stranger to my brothers, and [I
am] like a Gentile to the sons of my mother.
69:10 For zeal for the sanctuary has consumed
me; and the condemnation of the wicked who
condemn you when they prefer their idols to
your glory has fallen on me. 69:11 And I wept
in the fasting of my soul; and my kindness be-
came my shame. 69:12 And I put sackcloth in
place of my clothing; and I became a proverb
to them. 69:13 Those who sit in the gate will
speak about me in the marketplace, and [in]
the songs of those who come to drink liquor in
the circuses. 69:14 But as for me, my prayer is
in your presence, O Lord, in the time of favor;
O God, in the abundance of your goodness
answer me in the truth of your redemption.
69:15 Deliver me from exile, which is lik-
ened to mud, and I will not sink; let me be
delivered from my enemies, who are like the
depths of waters. 69:16 A mighty king will
not send me into exile, and the powerful deep
will not swallow me to cover me up, and the
mouth of Gehenna will not be opened up for
me. 69:17 Answer me, O Lord, for your kind-
ness is good; look towards me with the abun-
dance of your compassion. 69:18 And do not
remove your presence from your servant, for
I am in distress; hasten, answer me. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 69

For the end, a Psalm of David, for alter-
nate strains. 69:1 Save me, O God; for the
waters have come in to my soul. 69:2 1
am stuck fast in deep mire, and there is
no standing: I am come in to the depths
of the sea, and a storm has overwhelmed
me. 69:3 I am weary of crying, my throat
has become hoarse; mine eyes have failed
by my waiting on my God. 69:4 They that
hate me without a cause are more than the
hairs of my head: my enemies that perse-
cute me unrighteously are strengthened:
then I restored that which I took not away.
69:5 O God, thou knowest my foolish-
ness; and my transgressions are not hid-
den from thee. 69:6 Let not them that wait
on thee, O Lord of hosts, be ashamed on
my account: let not them that seek thee,
be ashamed on my account, O God of
Israel. 69:7 For I have suffered reproach
for thy sake; shame has covered my face.
69:8 1 became strange to my brethren, and
a stranger to my mother’s children. 69:9
For the zeal of thine house has eaten me
up; and the reproaches of them that re-
proached thee are fallen upon me. 69:10
And I bowed down my soul with fasting,
and that was made my reproach. 69:11
And I put on sackcloth for my covering;
and I became a proverb to them. 69:12
They that sit in the gate talked against me,
and they that drank wine sang against me.
69:13 But I will cry to thee, O Lord, in my
prayer; O God, it is a propitious time: in
the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the
truth of thy salvation. 69:14 Save me from
the mire, that I stick not in it: let me be de-
livered from them that hate me, and from
the deep waters. 69:15 Let not the water-
flood drown me, nor let the deep swallow
me up; neither let the well shut its mouth
upon me. 69:16 Hear me, O Lord; for thy
mercy is good: according to the multitude
of thy compassions look upon me. 69:17
And turn not away thy face from thy ser-
vant; for I am afflicted: hear me speedily.
69:18 Draw nigh to my soul and redeem
it: deliver me because of mine enemies.
(LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 69

69:20 Reproach has broken my heart and
I am so sick. And I looked for sympathy,
but there was none, And for comforters,
but I found none. 69:21 They also gave
me gall for my food And for my thirst
they gave me vinegar to drink. 69:22
May their table before them become a
snare; And when they are in peace, may
it become a trap. 69:23 May their eyes
grow dim so that they cannot see, And
make their loins shake continually. 69:24
Pour out Your indignation on them, And
may Your burning anger overtake them.
69:25 May their camp be desolate; May
none dwell in their tents. 69:26 For they
have persecuted him whom You Your-
self have smitten, And they tell of the
pain of those whom You have wounded.
69:27 Add iniquity to their iniquity, And
may they not come into Your righteous-
ness. 69:28 May they be blotted out of
the book of life And may they not be
recorded with the righteous. 69:29 But 1
am afflicted and in pain; May Your sal-
vation, O God, set me securely on high.
69:30 I will praise the name of God with
song And magnify Him with thanksgiv-
ing. 69:31 And it will please the Lord
better than an ox Or a young bull with
horns and hoofs. 69:32 The humble have
seen it and are glad; You who seek God,
let your heart revive. 69:33 For the Lord
hears the needy And does not despise
His who are prisoners. 69:34 Let heaven
and earth praise Him, The seas and ev-
erything that moves in them. 69:35 For
God will save Zion and build the cities
of Judah, That they may dwell there and
possess it. 69:36 The descendants of His
servants will inherit it, And those who
love His name will dwell in it. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 69

69:19 Draw near to my soul, redeem it, so
that my enemies may not claim superiority
over me, redeem me. 69:20 You know my
disgrace and my shame and my dishonor;
before you stand all my oppressors. 69:21
Disgrace has broken my heart, and be-
hold, it is ill; and I waited for those skilled
in mourning, but they were not; and for
those skilled in comfort, and I found them
not. 69:22 And as my meal they gave me
bitter gall and poison; and for my thirst,
they gave me vinegar to drink. 69:23 Let
their table that they set before me with
my food become a snare before them; and
their sacrifices an offense. 69:24 Let their
eyes darken so they cannot see, and let
their loins continually tremble. 69:25 Pour
out your anger upon them, and may your
harsh anger overtake them. 69:26 Let their
tent became deserted, may no one settle in
their tent. 69:27 For they have pursued the
one you have smitten, and they shall tell
of the one wounded for your slain. 69:28
Give iniquity for their iniquity, and let
them not be purified to enter the assem-
bly of your righteous ones. 69:29 Let them
be erased from the memorial book of life,
and let them not be written with the righ-
teous. 69:30 But I am poor and wounded;
your redemption, O God, will save me.
69:31 I will praise the name of my God
with song, and I will magnify him with
thanksgiving. 69:32 And my prayer will
be more pleasing in the presence of the
Lord than a choice fatted ox that the first
Adam sacrificed, whose horns preceded
its hooves. 69:33 The humble have seen;
so let those who seek instruction from the
presence of God be glad and let their heart
live. 69:34 For the Lord accepts the prayer
of the lowly, and has not despised his pris-
oners. 69:35 Let the angels of heaven and
those who dwell on earth praise him; the
seas, and all that swarms in them. 69:36
For God will redeem Zion and repair the
cities of Judah, and they will return thith-
er and inherit it. 69:37 And the sons of
his servants will succeed to it, and those
who love his name will abide in its midst.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 69

69:19 For thou knowest my reproach,
and my shame, and my confusion; all
that afflict me are before thee. 69:20 My
soul has waited for reproach and mis-
ery; and I waited for one to grieve with
me, but there was none; and for one to
comfort me, but I found none. 69:21
They gave me also gall for my food, and
made me drink vinegar for my thirst.
69:22 Let their table before them be for
a snare, and for a recompense, and for
a stumbling-block. 69:23 Let their eyes
be darkened that they should not see;
and bow down their back continually.
69:24 Pour out thy wrath upon them, and
let the fury of thine anger take hold on
them. 69:25 Let their habitation be made
desolate; and let there be no inhabitant in
their tents: 69:26 Because they persecut-
ed him whom thou hast smitten; and they
have added to the grief of my wounds.
69:27 Add iniquity to their iniquity; and
let them not come into thy righteousness.
69:28 Let them be blotted out of the book
of the living, and let them not be writ-
ten with the righteous. 69:29 I am poor
and sorrowful; but the salvation of thy
countenance has helped me. 69:30 I will
praise the name of my God with a song, I
will magnify him with praise; 69:31 and
this shall please God more than a young
calf having horns and hoofs. 69:32 Let
the poor see and rejoice; seek the Lord
diligently, and ye shall live. 69:33 For
the Lord hears the poor, and does not set
at nought his fettered ones. 69:34 Let the
heavens and the earth raise him, the sea,
and all things moving in them. 69:35 For
God will save Sion, and the cities of Ju-
dea shall be built; and men shall dwell
there, and inherit it. 69:36 And the seed
of his servants shall possess it, and they
that love his name shall dwell therein.
(LXX)
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In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 69:1-36, the psalm opens saying, : 7177 D2WW-5Y 0xin? X
For the choir director; according to shoshannim. A Psalm of David. Here in Tehillim / Psalms 69, similarly
to Tehillim / Psalms 45, we find the Hebrew word Shoshannim (2°3%i¥) transliterated into English. Note

that we find the full spelling in Tehillim / Psalms 69, as compared to the defective spelling (D°3WWY) in Tehil-
lim / Psalms 45. What is the meaning and usage of the word “Shoshannim” as it is written “al-shoshannim
I’David” (177 DIWW-2Y) “according to shoshannim, for David.” What is the Lord God Almighty trying
to tell us by inspiring David to use this particular word? In Tehillim / Psalms 69 The MT states “For the
choir director; according to the Shoshannim,” which appears to be a musical direction to the leader of the

choir which has lead some commentators to the conclusion that this is a reference to the melody “after” (7¥)

or “in the manner of”’ (9¥) which the psalms were to be sung. As we had studied in Tehillim / Psalms 45, the
words may have stood to signify “lilies, a testimony.” According to the Septuagint (LXX) and the Vulgate
we read, “To the end: for them that shall be changed.: for the Sons of Core, to understanding. A Song for the
Beloved.” The English Bible states “To the Chief Musician upon Shoshannim, Maschil, a Song of Loves.”
While comparing the Hebrew and Greek texts, we see that the word X377 is translated as i¢ 10 té\og mean-
ing “for the end, ” and the phrase vrep @V dAhotwONcopévav is derived from the Hebrew 2°3WW-2Y mean-
ing “over those that shall be changed.” Based upon these phrases “for the end” and “over those that shall
be changed,” are the rabbis who translated the Septuagint trying to suggest this psalm is eschatological in
nature? Could this be the reason this psalm is referenced in the Apostolic Writings? The Aramaic Targum
takes a different interpretation saying, 1717 7° ¥ 177710 NN23 DY XNAWY R 69:1 For praise; concerning
the exiles of the Sanhedrin, composed by David. (EMC) According to the Aramaic Translation, these words
are spoken by those who sit in the seat of Moshe (the Sanhedrin), to praise the Name of the Lord from those
who are in exile, and most likely the rabbis are thinking on those who are in exile in Babylon. (the conclu-
sion according to the Midrash).
David opens His Psalm saying the following, 779%7 11°2 Y20 X :WHI-7Y 0% IR ¥ D12K “1¥°Win 2
DPRD D 1Y 393 3173 M KR AV T CINDUY N73W) DM-pRYRa NN TRYD TN 69:1 Save
me, O God, For the waters have threatened my life. 69:2 I have sunk in deep mire, and there is no foothold;
I have come into deep waters, and a flood overflows me. 69:3 I am weary with my crying; my throat is
parched; My eyes fail while I wait for my God. (NASB) What are the waters that have threatened David’s
life? David describes the waters frequently as a figure of speech and illustration of a “sea of troubles,”
something that is terrifying, troubling, and having the capability of destroying life, which has a comparative
property to the enemy who seeks to destroy one’s life. A few examples are found in 7ehillim / Psalm 18:4,
18:16, 32:6, and 42:7.

Tehillim / Psalm 18:4
18:4 The cords of death encompassed me, And the torrents of ungodliness terrified me.

(NASB) >1NY2} 99792 °701) NR-"730 "I98 71

Tehillim / Psalm 18:16
18:16 He sent from on high, He took me; He drew me out of many waters. (NASB) N2y 1>
10727 200 P1YR? IR 01N

Tehillim / Psalm 32:6
32:6 Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be found;

Surely in a flood of great waters they will not reach him. (NASB) | 7°00-22 99907 NRT-%y 1
BV X2 PR 0737 0 YT P RXR NP7 TN

Tehillim / Psalm 42:7
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42:7 Deep calls to deep at the sound of Your waterfalls; All Your breakers and Your waves

have rolled over me. (NASB) 2% 23] T°12Wn-22 7°7ia8 7ip% X1ip oinp-2% oinn 1
12y

In Tehillim / Psalms 69:1, David calls upon the Lord to deliver him from the waters that threaten him.
Based upon the Scriptures, David did not travel the seas, but he was well aware of the dangers of the sea and
therefore draws his comparisons from the torrents of the sea to the unrighteous men who seek to kill him
and God’s people. The rabbis recognize this and write interpretatively of the waters and the enemy in the

Aramaic Targum, :XWD1 T¥ 10RT &0 772 P2UK 7 TV P20 D210 100 1R RT2K N0 P11 2 69:2
Redeem me, O God, for an army of sinners has come to trouble me, like water that has reached to the soul.
(EMC) In addition, the Targum interprets the “sinking deep in the mire” as being sung in exile, which is

compared to the deep sea where there is no place to stand, XN?1¥1T XX122 72 X°12 17 XNI1232 NOynL 3
TTAIT RONT ROV 777 PPN 00 O0° 23R RYOWI KROPM) ROVOWI NYVUD 7PN FpnYa N0 2I1PnY Nk 109

S9RD RITINYD 172 91V 192 5PV NN PR NOAYNWR T ONPOMR 0N 69:3 T am sunk in exile like
water of the deep, and there is no place to stand; I have come to the mighty depths, a band of wicked men

and a wicked king have sent me into exile. (EMC) 227 °9¥2 0127 19PN 132 OR10 W7 1IV0 12 130 1

:0PWR 25N 1927 M0 Y NO0IR KT RIPW 770 69:4 1 am weary of calling out, my throat has become
rough, my eyes have ceased to wait for my God. (EMC)

David continues saying, TX *R?13-X? WX W 20X "NON¥D MY D30 RIW OWRI DINYwn | 127 0
:WR 69:4 Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head; Those who would de-
stroy me are powerful, being wrongfully my enemies; What I did not steal, I then have to restore. (NASB)

These words remind us of the gospel of John, the Apostle John wrote about Yeshua’s words in John 15:23-
16:4.

John 15:23-16:4

15:23 ‘He who hates Me hates My Father also. 15:24 ‘If I had not done among them the
works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated
Me and My Father as well. 15:25 ‘But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written
in their Law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’ 15:26 ‘When the Helper comes, whom I will
send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will
testify about Me, 15:27 and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the
beginning. 16:1 ‘These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling.
16:2 ‘They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone
who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 16:3 ‘These things they will do be-
cause they have not known the Father or Me. 16:4 ‘But these things I have spoken to you, so
that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not
say to you at the beginning, because I was with you. (NASB)

B0 guE po®dV Kal TOV TaTéEPQ LoV UIGET. Y€l T Epyol U Emoinco £v anToic & ovdElg GALOG
énoinoev, apaptiov ovk glyoocav: viv 0¢ Kol Emplrkocty Kol LEPOKACY Kol EUE Kol TOV
TOTEPO, LOV. AN Tva TANPp®OT] 0 AdY0og O €v Td VO avtdv yeypappuévog ot Epioncav
pe dwpedv. *Otav EA0n 0 mapakAnTog OV £y®d TEUY® VWAV Topd TOD TOTPOS, TO TVEDA
TG aAndeiag 6 mopd Tod TaTPOG EKTOPEHETAL, EKEIVOG LOPTUPNGEL TEPL EUOD: kol DUELG
0¢ paprtopeite, 6t am’ apyig pet’ pod €ote. 'Tadta AehdAnka VUiV tva U okavoalcOTiTe.
24mocuVaydYoLg TOMooLGY DUAG: GAN’ Epyetal dpa tvo mdg O dmokteivag VA dO6&N
AoTpeiay Tpoceépey Td Be®. *Koi TadTo TOGoVoY §TL 0VK EYVMOGAY TOV TATEP OVOE EUE.
*6Aha TadTa AehdAnko Dpiv tva dtav EA0n 1 dpo odTdV pvnpovednte adtdv 8t yd eimov
Vuiv. Tadta 8¢ DUV &€ apyfic 0Ok elmov, Tt ued’ LUV Hunv.
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According to John, Yeshua references Tehillim / Psalms 69:4, that David spoke a prophetic word which was
to be fulfilled (John 15:25). InJohn 15:23-16:4, there are a couple things which require a little discussion,
(1) Yeshua’s reference to the Torah while referring to the Psalms, and (i) the word that is fulfilled. In John
15, Yeshua cites from the book of the Psalms and makes a reference to the Torah (Law). Based upon this
text, it may be argued that the Hebrew Scriptures (Torah, Neviim ‘Prophets,” Ketuvim ‘Writings’) existed in
Yeshua’s time and this may be taken as an early reference to the collection of the Tanach, and that all three
parts of the Hebrew Bible (MT) were complete and fixed at this time. Here Yeshua speaks of the Psalms and
states that this is written in their Law, suggesting that the Tanach may have been referred to as a composite
whole where the dividing of the three sections of the Tanach may have been a later phenomenon. In addi-
tion, the Apostolic Writings do not clearly differentiate the MT into three sections. The Talmud Bavli Bava
Batra 14b however does refer to the Hebrew bible identifying the three distinct sections as Torah, Neviim,

and Ketuvim. The word Torah (771710) also means “instruction” or “teaching.” This meaning is very im-
portant since the five books of Moshe were not designed to be used simply as a story or history book but for
instruction as a way of life for the one who desires to walk righteously before the Lord God. Therefore, the
word “Torah” may also be used as a reference to the Scriptures in a general sense of the instruction of God,
where Yeshua used this word as a reference to the Psalms of David.

The second observation from John 15:23-16:4 is Yeshua’s statement in /5:25 stating, “But they have
done this to fulfill the word that is written...” What does it mean to fulfill the word that was written as a
prophetic statement as opposed to the Torah? First, let’s look at what it means to fulfill the Torah. Based
upon the opening verse from Parashat Ki Tisa, the rabbis comment in Midrash Rabbah to say the following:

Midrash Rabbah Shemot, Parashat 39, Part 2

And the Lord spoke unto Moshe, saying See, I have called by name Bezalel (Shemot / Exodus
31:2. Rabbi Tanhuma son of Abba began thus, Then did He see it and declare it; He estab-
lished it, yea, and searched it, and declared it (Job 28:27). Had it not been that God foresaw
it that Israel would receive the Torah, He would not have created the world; for it says, Then
did He see it, and declare it. ... Rabbi Hoshaya said, Anyone who has knowledge but lacks
the fear of sin, really has nothing, just as a carpenter who has no tools with him is not a real
carpenter; because the bolts which guard learning are the fear of sin, as it says, And the fear
of the Lord is its treasure-house (Isaiah 33:6). Rabbi Johanan said, If one knows the Torah
but does not fulfill it, it were better for him that he had not been born, and that the after-birth
in which he lay had been turned over his face, for this reason does it say, and unto man He
said, Behold the fear of the Lord that is wisdom. Rabbi Hayya son of Abba said, What is the
meaning of The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom? God said, I will give you a reward in return
for your good deeds, the reward being Torah as it says, And unto man He said, Behold the
fear o the Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from evil is understanding. The second half of
the verse means, If you depart from evil, then will I raise men from you who will understand
Torah. This we have derived from Jochabed and Miriam who feared God, as it is written,
And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that He made them houses (Shemot /
Exodus 1:12). Rabbi Berekiah, in the name of rabbbi Hiyya son of Abba said, The reward of
fear is Torah, for the Lord raised up jochabed Moshe, who had the distinction of having the
Torah ascribed to him, as it says, Remember the law of Moshe My servant (Malachi 3:22),
and also, Moshe commanded us a law (Devarim / Deuteronomy 33:4). As for Miriam, be-
cause she departed from evil and from sin, God raised up from her Bezalel, who attained to
wisdom and understanding. Hence does it say, See I have called by name Bezalel, etc. And
I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge.

The midrash begins by interpreting the Scripture, 17797 7927 2IM-12 *7IR-12 PRY¥2 W2 DRI X7 2
31:2 ‘See, I have called by name Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. (NASB) The
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rabbis comment upon the significance of the name Bezalel (?%7%32) meaning “in the shadow of God,” which
is indicated in the midrash by the statement, “Had it not been that God foresaw it that Israel would receive
the Torah, He would not have created the world.” The idea is that Israel’s acceptance of the Torah was what
led the Lord to having created this world as we know it. The important concept being taught here is that one
stands in the protection of God, in His shadow, by walking in His ways, in the way of God’s Torah. Choos-
ing righteousness which corresponds to life rather than sin and wickedness which correspond to death. This
idea is taken further in the midrash by the rabbis saying, “Rabbi Johanan said, If one knows the Torah but
does not fulfill it, it were better for him that he had not been born, and that the after-birth in which he lay had
been turned over his face; for this reason does it say, and unto man He said, Behold the fear of the Lord that
is wisdom.” The illustrations used of the carpenter who has no tools, is paralleled to one who calls himself
a child of God and does not walk in God’s ways. The carpenter would be unable to work without his tools
and similarly, the child of God would not be able to serve the Lord if he chose sin over righteousness. Rabbi
Johanan says that knowing the Torah should be followed by fulfilling it. According to the midrash, the fear
of the Lord is also paralleled to the one who fulfills the Torah.

According to the Apostle Paul to the Romans, /310 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is
the fulfillment of the law. (NASB) What does it mean to fulfill the law (Torah)? The phrase “fulfill the To-
rah” is a rabbinic idiom that is still in use today. The word “Law” or “Torah” is understood from the sense
of teaching, guidance, and instruction, rather than the “legal regulation.” Judaism teaches that it is a joy to
fulfill a mitzvah as opposed to the Christian perspective that the Torah is burdensome. Note that the Torah
is also understood as the light of God which provides for us guidance and instruction for living according
to both the rabbis and the Apostolic Writings. Commentators have often understood the Torah to refer to
the first five books of the Bible, however here in John 15, Yeshua uses a reference to the Torah as “all of
Scripture” that is fit for instruction for living. In addition, Christian commentators also tend to look at the
Torah purely from the perspective of being a legal regulation rather than a loving God giving His children
loving instructions for living. Yeshua’s words here provide us with a sense of the word Torah being used as
a reference to the Scriptures in general.

In Yeshua’s time, and amongst Jews today, obeying Torah is a very positive thing, the Lord God gave us
His instructions for living because He loves us and wants the best for our lives. As a result of this, the rabbis
made it their goal to understand these instructions and to teach people to live by them just like we read in
Ezra 7:10.

Ezra 7:9-10

7.9 For on the first of the first month he began to go up from Babylon,; and on the first of the
fifth month he came to Jerusalem, because the good hand of his God was upon him. 7:10 For
Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord and to practice it, and to teach His statutes
and ordinances in Israel. (NASB)

According to the Hebrew translation of Romans 13:10 (:772 717N Q1R 72787 19 7 Y17 ¥IN RY 727K7)

the translation of “fo fulfill” or “fulfillment” is taken from the word @1’ which means 2% “fo fulfill,
carry out, hold, save,” or to “lift up, raise up, or establish” not to destroy or to be done away with. This
word means to uphold or establish as well as to fulfill, complete, or accomplish. In rabbinic thought, the
phrase “fulfill the Law” is often used as an idiom in reference to the proper interpretation of the Torah so
that people can follow in God’s ways in the way that He had intended. The difficulty today is that there
are some interpretations that are designed to undermine the meaning of the Torah by misinterpreting it to
be harsh and cruel and difficult to do. The rabbinic concept of to fulfill the Law is how to properly obey
God’s commands. Take for example, the mitzvah concerning adultery. One could interpret this command
to say that this is specifically against one’s spouse, and not about pornography, thus, looking at pornogra-
phy is OK. When Yeshua declared lust (our thoughts) as also being a violation of the command (Matthew
5:28), he was clarifying the true intent of the Torah, whereby looking at pornography is also adultery, thus,
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Yeshua clarified the true intent of the law in the sense of the rabbinic understanding of “to fulfill the Law.’
Yeshua was teaching in Matthew 5 how to properly obey God’s command. In a similar manner, the rabbinic
understanding of “‘fulfilling the Law” is within this context. For example in Mishnah, Horayot 1:3 we read
the following:

Mishnah, Horayot 1:3

If the Sanhedrin gives a decision to abolish (uproot) a law, by saying for instance, that the
Torah does not include the laws of Sabbath or idolatry, the members of the court are free
from a sin offering if they obey them; but if the Sanhedrin abolishes only one part of a law
but fulfills (lekayem) the other part, they are liable.

Mishnah, Pirke Avot, 4:14

Go away to a place of study of the Torah, and do not suppose that it will come to you. For
your fellow disciples will fulfill it in your hand. And on your own understanding do not rely.
(Here “‘fulfill” means to explain and interpret the Scripture.)

Here we find another sense of the phrase “fulfill the Law,” is given with the meaning “fo carry out a law,” or
what it means to actually do what it says. In the rabbinic rulings near Yeshua’s time, we can find many ex-
amples of this usage, such as from Mishnah Sukkot 2:7, “If this is how you act, you have never in your whole
life fulfilled the requirement of dwelling in a sukkah!”” Here, one rabbi is criticizing another’s interpretation
of the Torah, which caused him not to do what it really intends. Teaching that Christians are not obligated
to obey the Torah is a gross error on the interpretation of the Apostolic Writings. The Apostolic Writings are
written from the rabbinic point of view, of doing what the Torah really intends in the fulfillment of the Torah,
as opposed to its being destroyed or done away with. Another example may be taken from Mishnah Pirke
Avot 4:9, which reads, “Whoever fulfills the Torah when poor will in the end fulfill it in wealth. And whoever
treats the Torah as nothing when he is wealthy in the end will treat it as nothing in poverty.” Again, the rab-
bis discuss “to obey’ as opposed to the modern mindset that ‘‘fulfill ” was meant to do away with something.
In the Apostolic Writings, these two usages of “fulfill”” appear to be key to understanding Yeshua’s words on
the passage in Matthew 5 that begins with him speaking about “fulfilling the law.”

Matthew 5:19

Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (NASB)

199¢ dav ovv Moo piav tdv Evioddv TovTov TdV Edayictov kol s184En obtme Todg dvOpdrovg,
EMbryiotog kKAnOnoetan &v Tf} Bactrieiq T@V ovpavdV: 0G 6’ v momon kol 6104En, 0VToG HEYS
KAnOnoetan &v T Paciieig TdV ovpavAV.

DOAW;T MDY RIP° VR QTR 32 IR 7477 191 7987 MIIVRT NIZAT 12 AR 99 WK D 199
DoMWMD RIP° D173 RIT IR TAD WY WK

Yeshua tells us in Matthew 5:19 that there are two actions that go with the Torah, (i) “practicing” and (ii)
“teaching others to do the same.” These two are a parallel to the two idiomatic senses of “fulfill,” while
the words “break’ and “teach others to break’ are the idiomatic senses of “abolish.” Yeshua’s statement
about fulfilling and abolishing the Torah is a parallel to this sentence. Remember that parallelisms were
also a very common rabbinic method for emphasizing an idea in the Bible. By understanding the idiom of
“to fulfill,” we see that Yeshua was emphatically stating his intention, which was to explain God’s word and
live by it, and not to undermine it. Based upon this analysis, to teach that the Torah is abolished or done
away with is to undermine the true meaning of God’s word. The question though, is this the sense that is
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spoken of in John 15:25 ‘But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their Law, ‘They hated
Me without a cause.’ (NASB)? Yeshua’s use of prophecy prom the Psalms indicates that this prophetic word
spoken of himself is completed, fulfilled, in the sense that is what was said would happen to him. This does
not necessarily mean the prophetic word David spoke is done away with. The reason being, we know, that
if we live righteous lives before the Lord, this word is also spoken of us, they will hate us without a cause.
In this sense, the prophetic word in Tehillim / Psalms 69, "°0%0 1YY 07 "RIW WX DIywn | 127 7
UK IR ORISR WK W 2N 69:4 Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my
head; Those who would destroy me are powerful, being wrongfully my enemies; What I did not steal, I then
have to restore. (NASB) is not done away with, but is a continuing ongoing situation that will occur in this
world until the return of the Lord.

David continues in his psalm saying, °2 /2-9% T :37723-X7 707 "DIiNYR *R7IR? YT 7AK DOOR )
19 71173 AN DT DRI V-3 1 IONTYY TR PWRIN °2 1M92-0R NIRIL AT IR IP | 69:5 0

God, it is You who knows my folly, And my wrongs are not hidden from You. 69:6 May those who wait for You
not be ashamed through me, O Lord God of hosts;, May those who seek You not be dishonored through me,
O God of Israel, 69:7 Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; Dishonor has covered my face. (NASB)

The Aramaic Targum states, °2 JIN72° X? T IRP0ONR XY TATR 10 >NUATI0Y "NMIWOL? XNYVT DR RAR
N5 RTIDM N3I210 TNILAR DR 17 :ORIWOT KPR 7172 197X 1°Y2NT °2 1190207 11902° K71 7V 1971207

DDR RDIO’D 69:6 O God, you know my folly; my sins have not been hidden from your presence. 69:7 Those
who trust in you will not be disappointed in me; those who seek instruction from you will not be ashamed of
me, O God of Israel. 69:8 For on your account I have borne disgrace; shame has covered my face. (EMC)
The Septuagint states, 69:5 0 0e6¢ oV Eyvag TV APpocHVNY HoL Kol ol TANUUEAEWOL LoV ATO GOV OVK
gxpOPnoav 69:6 un aioyvvlsinoav €n’ €pol ol Vropévovtég oe KOpie KOpie TV dSuvapemy U évipaneincov
én’ gupol ol (ntodvtég oe 0 Bedg ToD Iopan 69:7 &1 Eveka oD VINVEYKA OVEISIGUOV EKAAVYEV EVIPOTT] TO
TPOSOTOV Hov 69:5 O God, thou knowest my foolishness, and my transgressions are not hidden from thee.
69:6 Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord of hosts, be ashamed on my account: let not them that seek thee,
be ashamed on my account, O God of Israel. 69:7 For I have suffered reproach for thy sake; shame has

covered my face. (LXX) David says the Lord knows his guilt (72¥X), doing wrong, committing a trespass

or offence, the rabbis translate as “sins” (MWDY) stupidity, folly, silliness, foolishness. David continues
saying that those who trust in the Lord will not be disappointed in him, and those who seek the Lord will not
be dishonored through him, and the reason was for the sake of the Lord he had borne reproach and dishonor.
The Targum states those who trust in the Lord and seek instruction from the Lord will not be ashamed of
him. The Septuagint says that the one who trusts in the Lord will not be ashamed on account of him. These
words sound familiar from the Apostolic Writings, Yeshua said in Mark 8:34-9:1.

Mark 8:34-9:1

8:34 And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, ‘If anyone wishes to
come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 8:35 ‘For whoever
wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will
save it. 8:36 ‘For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? 8:37
‘For what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 8:38 ‘For whoever is ashamed of Me
and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed
of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.’ 9:1 And Jesus was
saying to them, ‘Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will
not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.” (NASB)

Yeshua’s words in Mark 8:38 presupposes that one is seeking the Lord God our Father in heaven. He says

that whoever desires to follow Him, that he must deny himself and take up his cross, meaning that one must
put to death sinful desires. Life in this world is not as important as life in the world to come. Yeshua says
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that he who loses his life for His sake and the gospel’s sake will save it. What is the gospel? The word
gospel (evayyéio) means “good news.” What is the good news? The Apostle Paul explains the gospel
as the following, “Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which
you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to
the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you
as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” (I Corinthians 15:1-4). Note how Paul says that
Yeshua died for sins. The essential part of one’s belief that Yeshua died for sins is Teshuvah (repentance).
Teshuvah is the recognition of sin, seeking the Lord in heaven for forgiveness, and turning from sin towards
righteousness. Thus, another way of saying what Paul wrote, the one who loses his life for the sake of Ye-
shua, and for righteousness sake will save it. Yeshua then states, 8:38 ‘For whoever is ashamed of Me and
My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He
comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” (NASB) Being ashamed of Yeshua is synonymous
to being ashamed of righteousness and God’s way and provision of salvation. Being ashamed of these es-
sential things is incompatible with being in the presence of God our Father, His Son Yeshua, and the holy
angels. Note how David’s words in the Psalm state, 69:9 For zeal for Your house has consumed me, And the
reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me. (NASB) These words are coupled with the Lord
putting away sin, seeking God (His word) for instruction, and Teshuvah. If one is ashamed of Yeshua, one is
ashamed of all of these things which are connected to faith in God’s Messiah. Those who are for the Lord,
who desire to draw near will have a zeal for His house, and those who hate the Lord and His ways, live in
shame, live in their sins and fall upon or persecute the righteous. These words of David are also believed to
be prophetic of the Messiah Yeshua according to John 2:14-17 and Romans 15:3-6.

John 2:14-17

2:14 And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the
money changers seated at their tables 2:15 And He made a scourge of cords, and drove
them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the
money changers and overturned their tables; 2:16 and to those who were selling the doves
He said, ‘Take these things away, stop making My Fathers house a place of business.’2:17
His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for Your house will consume me.’ (NASB)

Romans 15:3-6

15:3 For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, ‘The reproaches of those
who reproached You fell on Me.’ 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written
for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we
might have hope. 15:5 Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant
you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, 15:6 so that with one
accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (NASB)

John remembers what Yeshua did to drive out those who made the house of God a place of business rather
than a house of prayer. Paul taught that the Messiah did not please himself quoting from David saying those

who reproach the Lord reproach Yeshua. The Aramaic Targum states, N> N2 XWTPH N°27 X110 1R °

29 1791 TIPOR? PIINNYL PNAONWA 7 PTONNT ROVWI STI0M 69:10 For zeal for the sanctuary has con-
sumed me; and the condemnation of the wicked who condemn You when they prefer their idols to Your glory
has fallen on me. (EMC) Again we find the connection to righteousness, Teshuvah, and seeking the Lord to
having zeal for the sanctuary of the Lord, a place of peace, the foot stool for God’s feet, as opposed to the
wicked who prefer their idols and places of sin. Paul continues saying in Romans 15:8 For I say that Christ
has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the
fathers, 15:9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy, as it is written, ‘Therefore I will give praise
to You among the Gentiles, And I will sing to Your name.’ 15:10 Again he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with
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His people.” (NASB) The Lord in His mercy has shown great compassion for the Gentiles, for the purpose
of glorifying His Name. All the more important it is for us to give praise to the Lord, both Jew and Gentile
together in unity.

The parallel of David’s words to Yeshua’s words may have led to the interpretation of this Psalm as pro-
phetic of Yeshua, David says that he has become estranged such that his brothers do not know him (69:8§).
he has a zeal for the House of God (69:9), fasting had become his reproach (69:10), he made sackcloth his
clothing (69:11), and others talk about him (69:/2) in a bad way. We know that if we live in this way, for
the sake of our Father in heaven, and for His Messiah Yeshua, for Teshuvah and Righteousness sake, we will
suffer these same things, as Yeshua said in John 15:20 “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is
not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they
will keep yours also. (NASB)

David says, Through all of these things, His prayer is to the Lord at an acceptable time (69:13, °IX1 7’
YYD NRRD 1Y T700-272 2%I0R 7% NY A1 | 99-°0790). What is an acceptable time? Note that
David is saying “my prayer is unto You O God,” based upon the context, the wicked scoff while we pray.
The unrighteous discourage and reproach the righteous for both their faith and their deeds. David says “et

ratzon” (X NY) “in a time/season of your will.” When is a time or season of God’s will for us to pray?
The interpretation by the Apostle Paul is that it is the Lord’s will for us to pray at all times (/ Thessalonians
5:16-18, Ephesians 6:18). The time to pray may be either in times of peace or in a time of great trouble. The
unfortunate thing is that man has the tendency to pray less in times of peace as opposed to times of trouble.

David continues in his psalm paralleling the flood waters to his enemies (69:1/4-15). He also recognizes
the great compassion of the Lord, His mercy, and His grace (69:16). David says that he is greatly distressed,
he was not given sympathy, that his enemies gave him gall for food and vinegar for drink which has been
used as a prophetic word of Yeshua. (69:21) Tehillim / Psalms 69:21 is also believed to be prophetic de-
scribing what happened to Yeshua upon the cross according to Matthew 27:34, 48, Mark 15:36, Luke 23:36,
and John 19:28-29.

Matthew 27:33-36

27:33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha, which means Place of a Skull, 27:34
they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after tasting it, He was unwilling to drink.
27:35 And when they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments among themselves by
casting lots. 27:36 And sitting down, they began to keep watch over Him there. (NASB)

Matthew 27:47-50

27:47 And some of those who were standing there, when they heard it, began saying, ‘This
man is calling for Elijah.’ 27:48 Immediately one of them ran, and taking a sponge, he filled
it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink. 27:49 But the rest of them said,
‘Let us see whether Elijah will come to save Him.’ 27:50 And Jesus cried out again with a

loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. (NASB)

Mark 15:34-37

15:34 At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’
which is translated, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’ 15:35 When some of
the bystanders heard it, they began saying, ‘Behold, He is calling for Elijah.’15:36 Someone
ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink, saying, ‘Let
us see whether Elijah will come to take Him down.’ 15:37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and
breathed His last. (NASB)

Luke 23:34-37
23:34 But Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are do-
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ing.’ And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 23:35 And the people
stood by, looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, ‘He saved others;
let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One.’ 23:36 The soldiers also
mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine, 23:37 and saying, ‘If You are the
King of the Jews, save Yourself!” (NASB)

John 19:28-30

19:28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill the
Scripture, said, ‘I am thirsty.” 19:29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a
sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His mouth. 19:30
Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!” And He bowed His
head and gave up His spirit. (NASB)

In Matthew 27:34, we read the Greek text to say, **#3wkav a0Td melv otvov Hetd YoARS pepypuévov: Kol
YELGANEVOG OVK NOEANGEY mEly. 27:34 they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after tasting it, He
was unwilling to drink. (NASB) Matthew writes, “0ivov uetd yoAfig u... ” meaning “wine mingled with gall.”
Mark (Mark 15:23) calls it, éspvpvicuévov oivov, “myrrhed wine.” This is liquor that has a taste between
sweet wine and vinegar as mentioned in Matthew 27:48, which was seasoned with myrrh. In Matthew
27:34, the Greek manuscript states o0k 1j0eke mielv meaning “He would not drink” indicating that Yeshua
retained His senses and the pain he endured rather than to dull the senses and the pain. He was willing to
receive the cup the Father had prepared for him up unto death. Thus he received the full suffering and pun-
ishment that was given to him to bear on our behalf.

In Tehillim / Psalms 69:22-23 David states, 71200 72 :Wpinh 0nivwh) noh omo1oh oinhw o 20
TYRT TR D3NN NIRV Q1Y 69:22 May their table before them become a snare; And when they are
in peace, may it become a trap. 69:23 May their eyes grow dim so that they cannot see, And make their loins
shake continually. (NASB) The Apostle Paul uses these words in his letter to the Romans. (Romans 11:9)

Romans 11:1-14

11:1 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 11:2 God has not rejected His
people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about
Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? 11:3 ‘Lord, they have killed Your prophets,
they have torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they are seeking my life.’ 11:4 But
what is the divine response to him? ‘I have kept for Myself seven thousand men who have not
bowed the knee to Baal.’ 11:5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present
time a remnant according to God's gracious choice. 11:6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer
on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace. 11:7 What then? What Israel is
seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hard-
ened; 11:8 just as it is written, ‘God gave them a spirit of stupor, Eyes to see not and ears to
hear not, Down to this very day.’ 11:9 And David says, ‘Let their table become a snare and a
trap, And a stumbling block and a retribution to them. 11:10 ‘Let their eyes be darkened to
see not, And bend their backs forever.’ 11:11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did
they? May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make
them jealous. 11:12 Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is rich-
es for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be! 11:13 But I am speaking to you
who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 11:14
if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of them. (NASB)

David calls upon the Lord to cause the table of the enemy to become a snare to them (69:22). Paul calls
upon David’s words as a reason why some would not believe in Yeshua the Messiah. Paul states that sal-
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vation has come to the Gentiles “fo make them Jealous.” What exactly is the salvation that comes to the
gentiles that causes the Jewish person to be jealous? The religious leaders who would not believe in Yeshua,
also believed that those who did were on the wrong path and that these people did not have salvation, and
the gentiles, salvation was believed to be impossible. So how would the Jewish person become jealous?
One way might be by seeing the gentiles receiving the Holy Spirit, as we read with Cornelius (see Acts 10).
The other way would be for the work of the Holy Spirit in one’s life that demonstrated a change, of repen-
tance and of good works according to the Torah. It is in this manner in which the gentiles are able to make
the Jewish people to become jealous. A gentiles observance of the Torah would be great being enabled by
God’s Holy Spirit to walk in His ways. Another aspect of making the Jewish person jealous was speaking
to the Gentiles about Yeshua and the Torah. Originally it was thought the Messiah and the Torah was only
for Israel. Latter interpretations as we read, according to the Apostolic Writings, the Word of God and the
Messiah were all purposed to draw all men to the Lord upon His holy hill in Jerusalem, the place upon which
He has established His Name Forever!

Paul says of those he is speaking of in Romans 11:12 Now if their transgression is riches for the world
and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be! (NASB) The riches for
the world may be a reference to what Yeshua was teaching on in Mark 7 on the differences between ritual
impurity and sin. The Pharisees placed their emphasis upon the ritual purity or impurity as opposed to
disobedience to the command and being conscious of sin coupled with Teshuvah. The Pharisees in this in-
stance were neglecting to consider obedience and/or disobedience to the command, where it is not disobedi-
ence (not a sin) to become ritually unclean. All of the mitzvot in the Torah that are related to ritual purity, are
given to reveal a very important lesson for us today, that one must have one’s life and heart purified before
the Lord God in heaven (before our Father in heaven) if one wants to enjoy His presence. This may be the
point that Paul is trying to make to the Gentiles in his epistle to the Romans on the speaking to the Gentiles
and the salvation of God. The point Yeshua made in Mark 7 was that the Pharisees were concerned primar-
ily with one’s hands (the physical) which they believed could convey ritual impurity to food that is being
eaten, and consequentially would effect one’s relationship with God. It is sin that effects our relationship
with God and not the ritual impurity which deals with the “riches of the world’ aspect of Paul’s discussion
in Romans 11.

David concludes his psalm saying the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 69:24-36

69:24 Pour out Your indignation on them, And may Your burning anger overtake them. 69:25
May their camp be desolate; May none dwell in their tents. 69:26 For they have persecut-
ed him whom You Yourself have smitten, And they tell of the pain of those whom You have
wounded. 69:27 Add iniquity to their iniquity, And may they not come into Your righteous-
ness. 69:28 May they be blotted out of the book of life And may they not be recorded with the
righteous. 69:29 But I am afflicted and in pain;, May Your salvation, O God, set me securely
on high. 69:30 I will praise the name of God with song And magnify Him with thanksgiving.
69:31 And it will please the Lord better than an ox Or a young bull with horns and hoofs.
69:32 The humble have seen it and are glad; You who seek God, let your heart revive. 69:33
For the Lord hears the needy And does not despise His who are prisoners. 69:34 Let heaven
and earth praise Him, The seas and everything that moves in them. 69:35 For God will save
Zion and build the cities of Judah, That they may dwell there and possess it. 69:36 The de-
scendants of His servants will inherit it, And those who love His name will dwell in it. (NASB)

-3 121290 -9 DRON2 M) aNTY-TR 12 1Dy 79N 101 TR 0778-T99 1D
U3 :ANRTED IN-OX) DIY-Y 1IY-mIn 1 :790) P°270 2ININ-78) DT °IT-IWK AR

Copyright © 2015 MATSATI.COM Ministry 15



16

TPPI K7 212NN DTN APV D)LY VI 7 19200 DOR7TE DY) 070 1990
DR N 371079 TIRR 19 W A2 20N 27 17N WPTI MWD DTN-0Y
W7Pm 12 13 K7 PPOR-NN AT DUIPAN-08 Y03 77100327 I D W
YT DY 3P AT 0 MY YU [ 2008 02 17003 W2 D TR oY
IR WY AN 0L VI M

Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Toviyah / Psalms 69:25-37

69:25 Pour out your anger upon them, and may your harsh anger overtake them. 69:26 Let
their tent became deserted, may no one settle in their tent. 69:27 For they have pursued the
one you have smitten, and they shall tell of the one wounded for your slain. 69:28 Give in-
iquity for their iniquity, and let them not be purified to enter the assembly of your righteous
ones. 69:29 Let them be erased from the memorial book of life, and let them not be written
with the righteous. 69:30 But I am poor and wounded; your redemption, O God, will save
me. 69:31 I will praise the name of my God with song, and I will magnify him with thanks-
giving. 69:32 And my prayer will be more pleasing in the presence of the Lord than a choice
fatted ox that the first Adam sacrificed, whose horns preceded its hooves. 69:33 The humble
have seen, so let those who seek instruction from the presence of God be glad and let their
heart live. 69:34 For the Lord accepts the prayer of the lowly, and has not despised his pris-
oners. 69:35 Let the angels of heaven and those who dwell on earth praise him; the seas, and
all that swarms in them. 69.:36 For God will redeem Zion and repair the cities of Judah, and
they will rveturn thither and inherit it. 69:37 And the sons of his servants will succeed to it,
and those who love his name will abide in its midst. (EMC)
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 69:24-36

69:24 Pour out thy wrath upon them, and let the fury of thine anger take hold on them. 69:25
Let their habitation be made desolate; and let there be no inhabitant in their tents: 69:26
Because they persecuted him whom thou hast smitten, and they have added to the grief of my
wounds. 69:27 Add iniquity to their iniquity; and let them not come into thy righteousness.
69:28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and let them not be written with the
righteous. 69:29 I am poor and sorrowful; but the salvation of thy countenance has helped
me. 69:30 [ will praise the name of my God with a song, I will magnify him with praise,; 69:31
and this shall please God more than a young calf having horns and hoofs. 69:32 Let the poor
see and rejoice, seek the Lord diligently, and ye shall live. 69:33 For the Lord hears the poor,
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and does not set at nought his fettered ones. 69:34 Let the heavens and the earth raise him,
the sea, and all things moving in them. 69:35 For God will save Sion, and the cities of Judea
shall be built; and men shall dwell there, and inherit it. 69:36 And the seed of his servants
shall possess it, and they that love his name shall dwell therein.(LXX)

69:24 Ekyeov €m aOTOLG TNV OpyNV cov kol 0 Bupdg tig dpytig cov katardfor avTovg
69:25 yevnOnto 1| EmavAlg o0T@V NPMUOUEVN Kol €V TOTG CKNVOUUGY a0T®V U1 6T O
Katow®v 69:26 611 Ov oV €ndrtagoc avtol katediwéav Kol €nl 10 dAY0S TV TPOVUATIDV
cov mpocédnkayv 69:27 mpodcheg dvopiav €mi v avopioy avT®V Kol un sicelfétwoay &v
dkaroovvn cov 69:28 é€arerpntooay €k PiPAov {dvTmv Kol HETA dtKaimV U YPUPNTOGOV
69:29 ntOy0g Kol AAYDV il €YD kol 1 cotpio ToD TPOoOTOV Gov O 0edg avteAdPeTd
pov 69:30 aivéow 10 dvopa tod Beod pet’ @OTfg peyoluvd avtov v aivéoer 69:31 kai
apéoet T® Bed Ve OGOV VEOV KEpaTA EKQEPOVTA Kol OTAGS 69:32 1détmoay TTwyol Kol
evppavOntooay Ekintmoate Tov Bedv kai {oeton 1) yoyn du@v 69:33 d11 gionkovcey TdV
TEVITOV O KUPLOG KoLl TOVG TETEI LEVOLG a0 TOD 0VK EE0vdévmcey 69:34 aivesdtmoay aVTOV
ot ovpavol kai 1 yf 0dhacca kol Tavta o Epmovta v avToig 69:35 811 6 Be0g cOGEL TNV ZiwV
Kai oikodopunOncovtot ai torels g lovdaiog Kai KaTOIKGOVGY EKET KOl KANPOVOU|GOVGLY
avTV 69:36 Kol TO onéppa TOV S0VA®V aTod KaBEEovoty avTiV Kol ol dyandvies 10 dvoua
aVTOD KOTOOKNVAOGOLGLY &V OVTH

David sought the Lord to pore out His indignation upon them (69:24), and he says in 69:25 May their camp
be desolate; May none dwell in their tents. (NASB) which is quoted in Acts chapter 1 after Peter stands up
to speak to the people in the upper room, there is a note on what happened to Judas and his death, he was
hung, and he fell head long to the ground and he burst open. The land that was purchased for this burial was
called the land of blood and Tehillim / Psalms 69:25 is referenced as a fulfillment of David’s words in Acts
1:20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘LET HIS HOMESTEAD BE MADE DESOLATE, AND LET
NO ONE DWELL INIT’; and, ‘LET ANOTHER MAN TAKE HIS OFFICE.’ (NASB) In addition, David asks
the Lord to add iniquity to their iniquity (69:27), and that those who stand against the Lord and His anointed,
their names would be blotted out of the book of life and not be recorded with the righteous (69:28).

David concludes his psalm saying, 69:30 I will praise the name of God with song And magnify Him with
thanksgiving. 69:31 And it will please the Lord better than an ox Or a young bull with horns and hoofs.
69:32 The humble have seen it and are glad; You who seek God, let your heart revive. 69:33 For the Lord
hears the needy And does not despise His who are prisoners. 69:34 Let heaven and earth praise Him, The
seas and everything that moves in them. 69:35 For God will save Zion and build the cities of Judah, That
they may dwell there and possess it. 69:36 The descendants of His servants will inherit it, And those who
love His name will dwell in it. (NASB) He says that giving praise to the name of the Lord with song and
magnifying Him with thanksgiving is more pleasing than an ox or a bull, which may be a reference to the
Sacrifices. The Aramaic Targum states, 190N 27 :XNTIN2 12N 7AW KW 9K W MWK KD
NI RAMDY PN 22 MR M1 MTRT RATP DT IPT 1A 220D TN N M 0T MY
TN 7% 702 RY IR M 0WAT PAMYE 220 01X T2 111927 ) RAPR 0P 12 199X van
AN NI FTINT IR PROW 119X 2199 RAPR 21X 17 102 PRTT 91 R RYIR 22N KIW 2RI
A2 WY AW NN a0 N0 NTAY N1 19 NN 69:31 1 will praise the name of my God with
song, and I will magnify him with thanksgiving. 69:32 And my prayer will be more pleasing in the presence
of the Lord than a choice fatted ox that the first Adam sacrificed, whose horns preceded its hooves. 69:33
The humble have seen; so let those who seek instruction from the presence of God be glad and let their heart
live. 69:34 For the Lord accepts the prayer of the lowly, and has not despised his prisoners. 69:35 Let the
angels of heaven and those who dwell on earth praise him, the seas, and all that swarms in them. 69:36
For God will redeem Zion and repair the cities of Judah, and they will return thither and inherit it. 69:37
And the sons of his servants will succeed to it, and those who love his name will abide in its midst. (EMC)
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The rabbis recognize the application here, that David is speaking of giving praise to the Lord as being more
weighty than the bringing of a sacrifice, specifically, the one that Adam sacrificed, drawing us back to the
beginning of the Torah. Note the Torah does not tell us whether Adam brought a sacrifice or not, but we do
know that Adam had taught his sons Cain and Abel by the events that occurred in Bereshit / Genesis 4. Da-
vid continues saying the Lord hears the prayer of the lowly and does not despise the prisoner. These things
remind us that we are to maintain humble lives before the Lord, to seek the Lord, to draw near to him, and
to do so being conscious of sin coupled with Teshuvah. If we seek to draw near to the Lord God in heaven,
and to His Messiah Yeshua by drawing near to the command, to do what is right, and praise His holy Name
for all that He has done in our lives, we will do well and the Lord in heaven will be pleased. Let’s Pray!

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 69 has 2 parts. Reading through the Midrash
we will be looking at Part 1 and 2. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 69, Parts 1 and 2.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 69, Part 1 and 2

Part 1

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1101;1 112°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “For the leader;
upon Shoshannim. A Psalm of David. Save me, O God, for the waters are come in unto the soul
(Tehillim / Psalms 69:1-2).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “These words are to be con-
sidered in the light of what Scripture says elsewhere, How fair and how pleasant are you, O love, for
delights (Song 7:7)”

 The SWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis comment upon
David’s words speaking about the people of Israel standing and beholding the power of God.

 The SWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”’ expands upon the 2@ (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal stating that when the Torah was given to people, they all became upright people
before God.

» The Concluding phrase says, “They beheld God upon the waters of the sea and they became Shoshan-
nim, lilies, as is said, For the leader; upon Shoshannim. And when Shoshannim? When, as the
Psalm says, they prayed, Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto the soul.”

Part 2

* The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°mnn7 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “I sink in deep
mire, where there is no standing; I am come into deep waters where the floods overflow me (Tehillim
/ Psalms 69:3).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Deep mire alludes to the
exile in Babylon. For Babylon is the miry deep in Thus says the Lord that says to the deep, be dry
(Isaiah 44:27).”

+ The ?Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the RN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis comment upon
David’s words with a discussion on those exiled to Babylon and how exile is as one who is overtaken
by a flood of waters.

 The SWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”’ expands upon the ?Wn (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal saying that the One who saves is the Lord and that He hears our cries in prayer.

* The Concluding phrase says, “Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink (Tehillim / Psalms
69:15); that is, deliver me out of the punishment of hell, of which it is said He brought me up also
out of the tumultuous pit, out of the miry clay.”
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Midrash Tehillim 69, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°1in57 T12°7) saying “For the leader;
upon Shoshannim. A Psalm of David. Save me, O God, for the waters are come in unto the soul (Tehillim
/ Psalms 69:1-2).” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “These words are to be considered in
the light of what Scripture says elsewhere, How fair and how pleasant are you, O love, for delights (Song
7:7)”" The entire midrash states the following:

N 72°0 ¥o P9 2v%n waTn  Midrash Tehillim 69, Part 1
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Y
N W7 MO MW DWW 0D fair and pleasant they are. They beheld God as He gave them
D207 77 72°00 MY, (T 2 °9WN) T | the Torah at Sinai, and all of them became upright persons, as is
MR L(7 0P ©°9nN) oMava oW | said, He lays up sound wisdom for the upright (Mishley / Prov-
AR ,D°POTY WY TV DRRY 0101 Zrbs 2:;); SZ’iptuze alsz says, Do gtozd,.O 20{fd,h unto t?os}el;;z.at
WY ,(R 35 090 aw) ‘o2 ooy 10 | e §eod, an to them that are upright in their hearts (Tehillim
( ) | / Psalms 125:4). They beheld the Lord come into the Tent of
1A% MRIY L, D0 WY 207 OV INIR ) . o o
Meeting, and they became righteous, as is said, Rejoice in the
2 DT7R IOWIT MR DO 9V MY Lord, O you righteous (Tehillim / Psalms 33:1). They beheld
WD TV O W2 | God upon the waters of the sea and they became Shoshannim,
ilies, as is said, For the leader, upon Shoshannim. And when
lili s said, For the leader; upon Shoshannim. And wh
Shoshannim? When, as the Psalm says, they prayed, Save me, O
God; for the waters are come in unto the soul.

The rabbis begin with David’s words, :W93-7V 0% IR2 3 D12 WU 2 69:1 Save me, O God, For
the waters have threatened my life. (NASB) Within the context of the Psalm, David is asking to be saved
from the waters that threaten his soul (&/93). The Aramaic Targum states, ~Wn 107 Q1R KI7X N P19 2
IRWDI TV 10T RO T 00 NIPOYR 97 TV 19291 N9 69:2 Redeem me, O God, for an army of sinners has come
to trouble me, like water that has reached to the soul. (EMC) The rabbis say, “These words are to be consid-
ered in the light of what Scripture says elsewhere, How fair and how pleasant are you, O love, for delights
(Song 7:7) that is, How fair and pleasant were the children of Israel when they stood at the sea and beheld
the Holy One blessed be He.”” They say Lord God is fair and pleasant referencing the Song of Solomon7:6-7
:NI9IWRY IV 0T ANNT TANDIP ANT 1 DOMIYN2 720K DRYI-T -1 T 7:6 How beautiful and
how delightful you are, My love, with all your charms! 7:7 Your stature is like a palm tree, And your breasts
are like its clusters. (NASB) The attributes of God, His pleasantness and fairness, are ascribed to the chil-
dren of Israel while standing at the sea and beholding His glory. What is the sea by which the people stood
gazing upon the Lord? There are two possibilities, the most likely one is in reference to the Red Sea and the
people seeing the glory and power of God to divide the waters and allow Israel to cross on dry ground. The
second may be what is described in Parashat Mishpatim, from Shemot / Exodus 24 which states, P> 1

Y YN 0 PRT 0°1270-22 2¥ 02nY 7iTY 109 WK N023-07 737 IR Qv-2Y PO 073-N8 Iwn
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WY DY 24:8 So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, and said, ‘Behold the blood of
the covenant, which the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 24.:9 Then Moses went
up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 24.:10 and they saw the God of Israel;
and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself. (NASB) This text
is interesting because the people appear to be seeing the throne of God. In addition, there are a number of
references throughout Scripture that describe the place of God’s throne as being surrounded by a glass sea.
(Revelation 15:2) Note that the Scriptures are using anthropomorphisms to describe the Lord God in heaven

D707 DN O¥YII 1°ORT NIA7 WYNI it says the people saw the God of Israel and “under His feet” (NN
19927) gives us a picture of human shape. It is also interesting that the sea of sapphire is described as being a
“clean heavens” (707 0MW¥17). The various Aramaic Targumim on Shemot / Exodus 24:10 is given below.

S P02 72 PP MRw 920 ©YPRIN 21N
RW "MV IR IR3) X2V 1R 7AW TR) 02 NIANY PRIWT RN P M2 M
MR

9 102 T2 29D MW 950 1N11° 17200 21A7N

PXMNT 123077 17 1DDR MIAN PRIPT RPOR PO DY 1AM 1Y N RITIAR 271 199N
K102 DRI 212 N0 ORI 1TAVWT RTAVOW 127 PNIPHD JAR 72D 7 710070 NN
N> N9ORY RNN2YA RNPIDH X2 JAN NI NP0 QY RV N0 J00a XOWI IR %1209
PTA2A IPNRY K21 MWD PPORY RN2Y 7017 7291 HROI2A NN RIY QY WHANKI RN2W
T P2 P T RMW DY NIPND O KAV JAR TWI O 1T RADY AT PNDOXR NINN
N1y

5 10D 75 P92 NYAW 95V SND 213N
=107 1272 721D "19A0T "PTIDORTITIOONR MM "IRIWT RAPR” 77 ANIOW PR DY 1AM
IRV T TORI TN RIW TN ORI NIR T2 ROAW 1A 1110

The Targum Onkelos says 27 RI7& 77 NY 1) the word “iTM1” means literally “fo see.” The %X
DX °12 the “nobles of the sons of Israel” saw God and did not die. The MT clarifies what had happened
in verse 11 saying :3AY) 12281 DYT2RT-NX ) 372 120 8D DR 012 OPIR-IN) N 24011 Yet He did
not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and drank.
(NASB) and so the people gazed upon God, the Lord God did not strike them dead, and they ate and drank
having table fellowship with one another and with the Lord. The way this portion of the text is described,
it is difficult to misinterpret the meaning as something other than the people literally seeing the Lord God.
The text identifies the people having seen God (2°777X77), specifically the feet of God. Note that the people
did not see God’s face (°19). The Hebrew use of the word for “face” in the Scriptures is to indicate that the
person himself is present and not a representative. For example in 2 Samuel 17:11 ARR? NORT *AXY? %3 X
12722 00297 77191 207 D23-2Y-TWR 2902 YaY IR2-TVY 170 IRW-2 9V 17:11 ‘But I counsel that all Is-
rael be surely gathered to you, from Dan even to Beersheba, as the sand that is by the sea in abundance, and
that you personally go into battle. (NASB) The text translates as “you personally go into battle” where the

phrase “you personally” is written as 7°J9) meaning “and your face.” In Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:37 17
:07%AR 5737 102 1192 TRYPI VIR YD 02 T°NIAR-NK 27 9 NN 4:37 Because He loved your
fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them. And He personally brought you from Egypt by His
great power, (NASB) Here in Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:37 it is written that “He (God) personally” brought
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Israel out of Egypt. The Hebrew text says literally “with His face” (1°193). In Parashat Ki Tisa, Shemot /
Exodus 33:13-15, TIST) TPY3 T-XERK W07 TYIN) T277-08 K1 3T TIYR W DK N-DS 7YY
TR MYR-DR D297 32 PR-OX VIR MRCT W 177 NN 0 010 MN T i i ARy 02 33013
‘Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found favor in Your sight, let me know Your ways that [ may know You,
so that I may find favor in Your sight. Consider too, that this nation is Your people.’ 33:14 And He said, ‘My
presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.” 33:15 Then he said to Him, ‘If Your presence does not
go with us, do not lead us up from here. (NASB) Here Moshe requests or asks for the presence of the Lord

to remain and continue to go with them. God said 77 >NMI7) 1992 °39 R “and said my face will go with
you and give you rest” translating “face” as “presence” (°19). Note how at the Red Sea, the Lord God was
present in the pillar of cloud and fire standing in between the people and the Egyptian army. In Parashat Ki
Tisa, Moshe goes on to say that if your ‘‘face/presence” 7°]2 does not go with them do not lead them from
there. The text in Shemot / Exodus 24 does not say they saw the “presence or face” of God, the text appears
to speak of only the feet imagery. The Lord gave the people a physical manifestation of Himself sitting upon
His throne in Heaven.

The midrash states pleasantness and fairness of God is given to those who stand and behold His glory.
A closer look at the Aramaic Targumim, the Targum Onkelos states, PRW°7 RiJ?X 72 N2 i1 that the peo-
ple saw the “glory” 727 of the God of Israel. Targum Pseudo-Jonathan states J177°1°V N° R17°2R) 271 19PN
ORIWT RPIXR PR N° 1M that the people saw the “glory” of the God of Israel, and Targum Neofiti states
"ORIWOT RIIRY 0T NOW PR N° 1M saying that the people saw the “glory of the Lord’s dwelling

place the God of Israel.” The Targum (translations) add the word 927 or ?°X meaning “glory, honor, or
majesty.” Compared to the Hebrew text, the people saw God, and according to the Aramaic translation they
saw His glory and the glory of His dwelling. The people saw the “place of His dwelling” or of “the glory

of God” rather than actually seeing God (2°178:7).
The Masoretic text provides us with straightforward language that Moshe, Nadav, Avihu, and Aharon
along with the 70 elders of Israel ascended the mountain and saw God. Looking closer at the Masoretic

Text, 24:10 11707 Q7AW DXYII 17997 NI2? TWYRD 1737 AN PRIW? 028 DX IR O the verb IR as

spelled occurs 63 times in the Tanakh is from the root word fiX7 meaning “to see, look, behold” which oc-
curs 126 times in the Tanach. Verse 24:11 however (2 7787-N% 121 72 12w KD PRI 012 "98R-78) X
AW 1798™) uses the verb 31721 which is different from the previous verse 3871, The word 77321 means
“to watch” or “look at” having the meaning of seeing with the sense of perceiving or being aware of what

is happening. The word 177}?] is from the root word 71777 also having the meaning of seeing and perceiving
in the physical sense, they physically saw God. The people did not see God merely with their mind or soul.

We know this based upon various scriptural uses of the word 71777 coupled with the word for “eyes” (exam-
ine Tehilim / Psalms 11:7, 17:15, and 58:9-11, Mishley / Proverbs 22:9 and 29:20, Isaiah 33:20 and 57:8).

In Isaiah 33:17-20, 7% 78 90 MK R MW 727 M OORATR VI APKIN TPY AP0 P02 T 7
WP TP AN D IR PR TR AYR1 vingn 0w opny oY AN X2 1y ay-ny - 07 009730-N8 190 R
PNF-22 120-221 MEI7 VTN YE-22 WE-72 20K 1IRY 113 02837 APRIN TPV TY we read “your
eyes” (7°Y) as the subject of the verb “fo see.” In addition to this, the verb fIXY meaning “fo see, look,
behold” is also used for those who have a prophetic vision. The verbs 77777 and 71X are also used here in
Isaiah 33:17-20 in a parallel form (see 33:17 and 33:20) XA 7°P°Y 110N showing the similarities in
their uses within the Hebrew language. The common interpretation from the Talmud on Shemot / Exodus

24 has the people seeing the Shekinah glory of God (i.e. the Targum translations) and not God Himself as
the Masoretic text states. Take for example this interpretation from the Talmud Bavli Barachot 17a.

Talmud Bavli Barachot Daf 17.a
A saying of the rabbi was that this world is not like the world to come. In the world to come
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there is no eating or drinking no propagation no business, no jealousy, no hatred, and no
competition. Unto the righteous sit with their crowns on their heads feasting on the bright-

ness of the Shekinah. That is said and they beheld God and ate and drantk.

N.T9 17 NI272 9922 TInbn

X1 PNW RDY 72°0K KD 12 PR K27 09w L[R2 22w 717 09w K] 1277 790192 KA
DMLY PV 2OPTY ROX ,NNN KPY IRIW KDY IRIP KDY IR RWA XPY 77277 7009
ANWY 19982 D3IPRT DR M (770 NINY) SARIY ,90WT 1T 02101 ORI

The rabbinic interpretation on these verses says that the people saw the Shekinah glory of God and did
not see God himself. Yet in the Masoretic text we read in Shemot / Exodus 24, P71°1 073-NR WA 1R 1
RITIRY 273 TIGRY AWR 2971 L PN 001277-72 9Y DRV A3 172 WK N°137-07 737 MN°1 aYa-2Y
107 DRYT DY 10T NI? AWYRD YN NONY N CTON DR IR 0 IONIW? "3RI DY) 24:8

So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, and said, ‘Behold the blood of the covenant, which
the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 24:9 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Na-
dab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 24:10 and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet
there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself. (NASB) The Masoretic text clearly
writes that Moshe, Aharon, and the elders ascended the mountain of Sinai and saw the God of Israel. They
saw God and under His feet was a sea of sapphire. In the Torah we read again and again how the Lord God
desires to dwell among His people, and He did so in a visible form, as a pillar of cloud and fire, and in the
later days, He sent His Word in the form of a man who walks and talks and shared life with His people(i.e.
Bereshit / Genesis 3:8). Today, the Word of the Lord comes to dwell in our hearts being empowered by
God’s Holy spirit.

So what we find in the Scriptures in Parashat Mishpatim, specifically in Shemot / Exodus 24, the people
saw the God of Israel :70% Q7w QXYY BRI NI2? TWYHI 199371 NONY PRI 078 DR IR ° 24:10

and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear
as the sky itself- (NASB) In addition, the Midrash states, “How fair and pleasant were the children of Israel
when they stood at the sea and beheld the Holy One blessed be He. As Scripture says, And Israel saw the
great work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians, and the people feared the Lord, and believed in the Lord,
and in His servant Moshe (Shemot / Exodus 14:31). Indeed, whenever the children of Israel behold the Holy
One blessed be He, how fair and pleasant they are. They beheld God as He gave them the Torah at Sinai,
and all of them became upright persons, as is said, He lays up sound wisdom for the upright (Mishley /
Proverbs 2:7); Scripture also says, Do good, O Lord, unto those that be good, and to them that are upright in
their hearts (Tehillim / Psalms 125:4). They beheld the Lord come into the Tent of Meeting, and they became
righteous, as is said, Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous (Tehillim / Psalms 33:1).” Moshe, Aharon, and
the elders ascended the mountain of Sinai and saw the God of Israel, they had fellowship and a meal with
one another and with the Lord in heaven, they saw the power of God’s mighty hand against the Egyptians,
and the Lord God gave them His Torah on Sinai. The rabbis say that whenever they saw, feared, and be-
lieved, the fairness and uprightness of God was given to them. This is indicated from Parashat Mishpatim
in the sense that the people were considered righteous in order to be in God’s presence upon the mountain
fellowshipping and eating with the Lord. Note how the Rabbis say “They beheld the Lord come into the
Ient of Meeting, and they became righteous, as is said, Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous (Tehillim /
Psalms 33:1).” The presence of God in the Ohel Moed caused the people to become righteous. The idea
here is the presence of God comes within the midst of those who are righteous (those who obey His word)
and in this case, the implication is that God also made them righteous for the sake of His presence. In the
Messiah Yeshua, we also see this coupling effect, of the Lord who makes us righteous that is coupled with
the obligation for us to live righteous lives. The Torah indicates the Lord God’s desire for intimacy with

His people. The Torah’s description of the covenant with the sprinkling of blood (P71 73-NX 7Y2 1PN
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ORI 0°1270-22 ¥ 0%y 711 112 WK N°20-07 127 MR OViI-7Y) coupled with the presence and see-
ing the Lord, we understand that the Lord is looking towards His people and desires for His people to look
towards Him, specifically within the terms of the covenant that stands between God and His people. This is
reminiscent of the Lord God in His Messiah that comes to dwell among men in a covenant of blood, and to
fear and believe in Him for the forgiveness of sins. Yeshua stated that “whoever has seen me has seen the
father” (John 14:9). The plane meaning of the scriptures from Shemot / Exodus 24, and Midrash Tehillim
69, Part 1, is that in His Word, in the Messiah Yeshua, the Lord God draws near to us. He became our friend,
experienced our difficulties, struggled against this world and prevailed, and ultimately in the covenant that
was made in His blood, He bore our sins upon the cross and made atonement for our sins.

Midrash Tehillim 69, Part 1 concludes saying, “They beheld God upon the waters of the sea and they
became Shoshannim, lilies, as is said, For the leader; upon Shoshannim. And when Shoshannim? When,
as the Psalm says, they prayed, Save me, O God, for the waters are come in unto the soul.” The idea of
becoming Shoshannim, based upon the 7Tehillim / Psalms 45 study, would be having seen the glory of God,
which is paralleled to His power, His miracles, and His deliverance (salvation), we are given a testimony to
proclaim to the world and in fact we become a testimony to the Word for the glory of God. In addition, what
we learn here from Shemot / Exodus 24 and from the midrash is that without the context of the covenant the
people would not have been able to see God. The Lord sanctified the people in the commandments and He
caused them to become righteous by the reason of His presence in their midst. Today, without the context
of the covenant in Yeshua, we cannot see God or His kingdom (John 3:1-5) and there is no forgiveness of
sins. Notice how the presence of God in the Tabernacle corresponded to the forgiveness and righteousness
of the people, and their seeing the Lord. Note again what Yeshua stated, “whoever has seen me has seen
the father” (John 14:9). Without the Messiah, is it possible to see our Father in heaven? To see the Lord in
heaven is to receive the mercy of God, His Forgiveness, and His righteousness in the Messiah. As a result
of the Lord setting us apart by His righteousness, we are told to live in righteousness, justice, and truth. If
you want to see the Lord work in your life, if you want to know the Lord God and draw near to Him with
peace that only He can give, then fear and believe placing your faith in Yeshua, God’s Messiah. It is then by
this reason, similar to the commentary in the midrash, the attributes of God, His pleasantness and fairness,
are ascribed to us because we have beheld His glory in His Son, and the glory of His working in our lives.

Midrash Tehillim 69, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (210 012°7) saying “I sink in deep mire,
where there is no standing, I am come into deep waters where the floods overflow me (Tehillim / Psalms
69:3).” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Deep mire alludes to the exile in Babylon. For
Babylon is the miry deep in Thus says the Lord that says to the deep, be dry (Isaiah 44:27).” The entire
midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 69, Part 2

2. [ sink in deep mire, where there is no standing; I am come into
deep waters where the floods overflow me (Tehillim / Psalms 69:3).
Deep mire alludes to the exile in Babylon. For Babylon is the miry
deep in Thus says the Lord that says to the deep, be dry (Isaiah
44:27). The words where there is no standing allude to the exile in
Media and in Persia, deep waters to the exile in Greece, and floods
to the exile in wicked Edom. The verse I am weary with my crying;
my throat is dried (Tehillim / Psalms 96:4) together with the re-
maining verses of the Psalm alludes to the oppression of the present
exile, there is nothing else I can do except pray, for it is said, But
as for me, let my prayer be unto You, O Lord, in an acceptable time
(Tehillim / Psalms 69:14). Rabbi Jose son of Halafta taught that
there are set times for prayer. What is an acceptable set time? The
hour when a congregation prays. And thus Scripture says, In an ac-
ceptable time have I heard You (Isaiah 49:8). Deliver me out of the
mire, and let me not sink (Tehillim / Psalms 69:15); that is, deliver
me out of the punishment of hell, of which it is said He brought me
up also out of the tumultuous pit, out of the miry clay.

David’s words which say, =22 *NR2 T¥72 1°X) 772987 12 °AYaY 3 (WHI-TY 0% IR 0D D0 IYWIn 2
DINOVY NPaY DM-"pny 9:1 Save me, O God, For the waters have threatened my life. 69:2 I have sunk in
deep mire, and there is no foothold; I have come into deep waters, and a flood overflows me. (NASB) speak
of water that is deep, not having a foothold, and a flood that overflows and overtakes him. This is coupled
with the homiletic introduction to the midrash that speaks of the “deep” and saying “the Lord that says to
the deep, be dry (Isaiah 44:27),” it seems David is drawing a parallel to Parashat Beshalach when the Lord
delivered Israel from the Egyptians crossing the Red Sea in Shemot / Exodus 14:27-31.

Shemot / Exodus 14:27-31

14:27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal state
at daybreak, while the Egyptians were fleeing right into it, then the Lord overthrew the Egyp-
tians in the midst of the sea. 14:28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
horsemen, even Pharaoh's entire army that had gone into the sea after them, not even one of
them remained. 14:29 But the sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea,
and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 14:30 Thus the
Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead
on the seashore. 14:31 When Israel saw the great power which the Lord had used against
the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in His servant

Moses. (NASB)

Israel saw the great power of God to deliver them from the Egyptians, the deep of the Sea covered the
Egyptian army, the flood waters destroyed the Egyptian army. The words of David and the rabbis appear
to specifically reference the song that was sung following Israel’s deliverance in Shemot / Exodus 15:1-18.

Shemot / Exodus 15:1-18

15:1 Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the Lord, and said, ‘I will sing to the
Lord, for He is highly exalted; The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 15:2 ‘The
Lord is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; This is my God, and I will
praise Him; My father's God, and I will extol Him. 15:3 ‘The Lord is a warrior; The Lord is

24
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His name. 15:4 ‘Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea; And the choicest
of his officers are drowned in the Red Sea. 15:5 ‘The deeps cover them; They went down into
the depths like a stone. 15:6 ‘Your right hand, O Lord, is majestic in power, Your right hand,
O Lord, shatters the enemy. 15:7 ‘And in the greatness of Your excellence You overthrow
those who rise up against You; You send forth Your burning anger, and it consumes them as
chaff. 15:8 ‘At the blast of Your nostrils the waters were piled up, The flowing waters stood
up like a heap,; The deeps were congealed in the heart of the sea. 15:9 ‘The enemy said, ‘I
will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; My desire shall be gratified against them,
1 will draw out my sword, my hand will destroy them.’ 15:10 ‘You blew with Your wind, the
sea covered them; They sank like lead in the mighty waters. 15:11 ‘Who is like You among
the gods, O Lord? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, working won-
ders? 15:12 “You stretched out Your right hand, The earth swallowed them. 15:13 ‘In Your
lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed; In Your strength You have
guided them to Your holy habitation. 15:14 ‘The peoples have heard, they tremble; Anguish
has gripped the inhabitants of Philistia. 15:15 ‘Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; The
leaders of Moab, trembling grips them; All the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away.
15:16 ‘Terror and dread fall upon them; By the greatness of Your arm they are motionless as
stone; Until Your people pass over, O Lord, Until the people pass over whom You have pur-
chased. 15:17 “You will bring them and plant them in the mountain of Your inheritance, The
place, O Lord, which You have made for Your dwelling, The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your
hands have established. 15:18 ‘The Lord shall reign forever and ever.” (NASB)

Note how the song of Moshe speaks of the Lord God Almighty as the one who is our salvation (15:2), “the
deep covers them” (15:5), “the enemy said I will pursue and over take (15:9), and “the Lord blew and the
sea covered them” (15:10), which is coupled with “the inhabitants of Philistia and the chiefs of Edom trem-
ble and are in fear” (15:14-15), and the Lord being victorious, He will reign forever and ever (1/5:17-18).
David is drawing into his Psalm the Torah context of the victory of God over the armies of men. In Tehillim /
Psalms 69, David is saying that it feels as if the deep and the flood waters have overpowered him and not his
enemies. Notice the parallels in Midrash Tehillim 69, Part 2. The midrash interprets the Psalm along with
the text from Isaiah (44:27) and the Torah, that “Deep mire alludes to the exile in Babylon. For Babylon is
the miry deep in, Thus says the Lord that says to the deep, be dry.” The rabbis say, “The words where there
is no standing allude to the exile in Media and in Persia, deep waters to the exile in Greece, and floods to
the exile in wicked Edom.” The rabbis interpret the deep, the foot being stuck in the mire, and the flood wa-
ters, as Media, Persia, Greece, and Edom. The fear of the enemy is all consuming and overpowering if one
dwells upon these things, and one’s life is consumed with fear. They say that David’s words refer to these
kingdoms. Obviously, the rabbis are not saying that this Psalm was written during the time of Babylonian
captivity, or during the occupation of Rome and/or Greece, as modern scholars would suggest. The idea is
that “being in captivity” or that of Israel “being occupied,” by a foreign kingdom, is synonymous to the
foot being stuck and unable to move, or the flood waters overtaking and overpowering, something that has
happened in the past and that Israel has experienced. It is clearly written in the midrash, the rabbis hold the
interpretation that David’s words refer to these kingdoms indicated by what is said, “The verse I am weary
with my crying; my throat is dried (Tehillim / Psalms 96:4) together with the remaining verses of the Psalm
alludes to the oppression of the present exile, there is nothing else I can do except pray, for it is said, But
as for me, let my prayer be unto You, O Lord, in an acceptable time (Tehillim / Psalms 69:14). Rabbi Jose
son of Halafta taught that there are set times for prayer. What is an acceptable set time? The hour when a
congregation prays. And thus Scripture says, In an acceptable time have I heard You (Isaiah 49:8).” The
rabbinic commentary on Tehillim / Psalm 69 is that this Psalm alludes to the oppression of the present exile.
When in exile, all appears to be hopeless, and the only recourse is to pray. The rabbis speak of prayer as
the only recourse, and speak of an acceptable “set time, ” rather than saying simply an “acceptable time.”
The set times for prayer as opposed to when the individual praying at all times, illustrates the importance
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of everyone praying together. The idea is that there is more influence in humbly seeking the Lord in prayer
as a community of believers to deliver His people as opposed to only one person praying. This also be the
purpose of the “set times” for prayer in which the intent is for the all of the community to be praying at the
same time, going before God making their requests to return to the Land (to be forgiven and returning from
exile). James said in James 5:16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. (NASB) The prayer of a
righteous person is powerful and effective. Midrash Tehillim 69, Part 2 concludes saying, “Deliver me out
of the mire, and let me not sink (Tehillim / Psalms 69:15); that is, deliver me out of the punishment of hell,
of which it is said He brought me up also out of the tumultuous pit, out of the miry clay.” The concluding
line of the midrash parallels the punishment of hell to being caught in a pit and stuck int he miry clay. Based
upon the context of the exile to David’s words, only the Lord God Almighty is able to deliver us from our
habitual ways, sin, and the punishment of hell. The description of the miry clay provides for us the imagery
of our inability to move, our need for help, and both David’s words and the midrash say that the Lord in
heaven is the only One who has the power to lift us up. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Help us to remain humble in our lives and our walk before you, and help us to recognize when we need
Your help. We acknowledge that we need Your help to recognize when we walk in disobedience (sin) and
we desperately seek Your forgiveness for both the known and the unknown sins in our lives. We desire to
hallow Your Name in word, thought, and deed. Thank you Lord for Your one and greatest mighty work,
which is to move in the hearts of men to draw us to repentance. We praise Your Holy Name for strength and
faith in the Messiah Yeshua through whom we have the forgiveness of sins. The very presence of the change
in our lives gives testimony to Your Name and the presence of Your Spirit in our midst. We thank You for
keeping our feet on the path of righteousness and truth according to Your Word (the Scriptures). Please
create in us a deep respect, fear, and love for You Lord, coupled with a desire to dwell in Your presence, to
study Your word, to pray, and to lead humble lives. Thank You for giving us the faith to believe in Yeshua
the Messiah! Please have mercy on us, forgive us for our sins. We thank You Lord for sending Your son
Yeshua that we may enter into the covenant of peace that You have promised to Your people. Help us to
grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and
give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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