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The Nations will come to be Converted

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 68:1-35, the psalm opens saying, For the director of music.
Of David. A psalm. A song. 68:1 Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered, And let those who hate Him flee
before Him. (NASB) David describes the enemies being scattered where the Lord is fire (68.2), the wicked
perish, whereas the righteous are glad and rejoice (68:3). The Righteous 68:4 Sing to God, sing praises to
His name; Lift up a song for Him who rides through the deserts, Whose name is the Lord, and exult before
Him. (NASB) The Lord is then described as upholding justice and righteousness (68:5) and how the Lord
goes forth before His people (68:7). The Lord showers His people with blessings (68:8) whereas the kings
of the wicked flee before the Lord (68:72). David continues saying, 68:14 When the Almighty scattered the
kings there, It was snowing in Zalmon. 68:15 A mountain of God is the mountain of Bashan; A mountain of
many peaks is the mountain of Bashan. 68:16 Why do you look with envy, O mountains with many peaks,
At the mountain which God has desired for His abode? Surely the Lord will dwell there forever. 68:17 The
chariots of God are myriads, thousands upon thousands; The Lord is among them as at Sinai, in holiness.
(NASB) What is the importance of snow in Zalmon? What is the importance of the mountain of Bashan?
The Psalm suggests the Lord has myriads of chariots alluding to the host of heaven and angels. The chariots
are paralleled to the Lord ascending on high and leading captive His captives and receiving gifts of men
(68:18). David says 68:19 Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burden, The God who is our salvation.
Selah. (NASB) indicating that the Lord is the one who bears our burdens. How does the Lord God in heaven
bear our burdens? He says the Lord is the one who delivers (68:20), He shatters the head of His enemies
(68:21), and that He will bring them back to Bashan and from the depths of the sea (68:22). The foot of
the Lord will shatter the enemy (68:23). He says, 68:28 Your God has commanded your strength; Show
Yourself strong, O God, who have acted on our behalf. 68:29 Because of Your temple at Jerusalem Kings
will bring gifts to You. 68:30 Rebuke the beasts in the reeds, The herd of bulls with the calves of the peoples,
Trampling under foot the pieces of silver; He has scattered the peoples who delight in war. (NASB) What
does it mean that God has commanded our strength? Who are the beasts in the reeds as compared to the
bulls and calves of the peoples? Is this a reference to those who delight in war and bring sacrifices to the
Tabernacle? The Psalm concludes saying, 68:32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth, Sing praises to the
Lord, Selah. 68:33 To Him who rides upon the highest heavens, which are from ancient times, Behold, He
speaks forth with His voice, a mighty voice. 68:34 Ascribe strength to God, His majesty is over Israel And
His strength is in the skies. 68:35 O God, You are awesome from Your sanctuary. The God of Israel Himself
gives strength and power to the people. Blessed be God! (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 68

For the director of music. Of David. A
psalm. A song. 68:1 Let God arise, let
His enemies be scattered, And let those
who hate Him flee before Him. 68:2 As
smoke is driven away, so drive them
away; As wax melts before the fire, So let
the wicked perish before God. 68:3 But
let the righteous be glad; let them exult
before God; Yes, let them rejoice with
gladness. 68:4 Sing to God, sing praises
to His name; Lift up a song for Him who
rides through the deserts, Whose name is
the Lord, and exult before Him. 68:5 A
father of the fatherless and a judge for the
widows, Is God in His holy habitation.
68:6 God makes a home for the lonely;
He leads out the prisoners into prosperi-
ty, Only the rebellious dwell in a parched
land. 68:7 O God, when You went forth
before Your people, When You marched
through the wilderness, Selah. 68:8 The
earth quaked; The heavens also dropped
rain at the presence of God; Sinai itself
quaked at the presence of God, the God
of Israel. 68:9 You shed abroad a plentiful
rain, O God; You confirmed Your inher-
itance when it was parched. 68:10 Your
creatures settled in it; You provided in
Your goodness for the poor, O God. 68:11
The Lord gives the command; The wom-
en who proclaim the good tidings are a
great host: 68:12 ‘Kings of armies flee,
they flee, And she who remains at home
will divide the spoil!” 68:13 When you
lie down among the sheepfolds, You are
like the wings of a dove covered with sil-
ver, And its pinions with glistening gold.
68:14 When the Almighty scattered the
kings there, It was snowing in Zalmon.
68:15 A mountain of God is the mountain
of Bashan; A mountain of many peaks is
the mountain of Bashan. 68:16 Why do
you look with envy, O mountains with
many peaks, At the mountain which God
has desired for His abode? Surely the
Lord will dwell there forever. 68:17 The
chariots of God are myriads, thousands
upon thousands; The Lord is among them
as at Sinai, in holiness. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 68

68:1 For praise, of David. A hymn and
song. 68:2 God will arise, his enemies will
be scattered, and his foes will flee from his
presence. 68:3 Just as the smoke is driven
out, they will be driven; just as wax will
melt in the presence of fire, the wicked will
perish in the presence of God. 68:4 And
the righteous will rejoice and exult in the
presence of the Lord, and they will rejoice
joyfully. 68:5 Give praise in the presence
of God, praise his glorious name; magnify
the one who sits on his glorious throne in
Araboth; Yah is his name; and be glad in his
presence. 68:6 Father of the orphans, and
judge of widows — such is God in the dwell-
ing place of his holy presence. 68:7 God,
who makes matches, joining the solitary to
mates; who brought out the house of Israel,
who were bound in Egypt; for the correct
deeds of their fathers <he redeemed them>
in public procession; but Pharaoh and his
armies, who refused to let them go, dwelt
in thirst. 68:8 O God, when you went forth
in a pillar of cloud and in a pillar of fire
before your people, when you traveled in
the wilderness of Jeshimon forever, when
you gave the Torah to your people — 68:9
The earth shook, also the heavens dropped
dew in the presence of the Lord; as for this
Sinai, its smoke went up like the smoke of a
furnace before the Lord, God of Israel, was
manifested upon it. 68:10 When the house
of Israel heard the voice of your power,
their souls flew away; at once he made to
descend upon them the dew of resurrec-
tion; O God, you brought the favorable
rain to your inheritance, and you supported
the assembly which was exhausted. 68:11
You caused your vigor to go back to it; you
appointed a troop of angels to do good to
the poor of God. 68:12 The Lord gave the
words of Torah to his people; truly, Moses
and Aaron [were] proclaiming the word of
God to the great army. 68:13. Kingdoms
with their armies went into exile from their
palaces, and the wise were exiled from their
knowledge; but the assembly of Israel di-
vides the spoil from heaven. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 68

For the end, a Psalm of a Song by David.
68:1 Let God arise, and let his enemies
be scattered; and let them that hate him
flee from before him. 68:2 As smoke
vanishes, let them vanish: as wax melts
before the fire, so let the sinners perish
from before God. 68:3 But let the righ-
teous rejoice; let them exult before God:
let them be delighted with joy. 68:4 Sing
to God, sing praises to his name: make
a way for him that rides upon the west
(the Lord is his name) and exult before
him. They shall be troubled before the
face of him, 68:5 who is the father of the
orphans, and judge of the widows: such
is God in his holy place. 68: God settles
the solitary in a house; leading forth pris-
oners mightily, also them that act pro-
vokingly, even them that dwell in tombs.
68:7 O God, when thou wentest forth
before thy people, when thou wentest
through the wilderness; Pause: 68:8 the
carth quaked, yea, the heavens dropped
water at the presence of the God of Sina,
at the presence of the God of Israel. 68:9
O God, thou wilt grant to thine inheri-
tance a gracious rain; for it was weary,
but thou didst refresh it. 68:10 Thy crea-
tures dwell in it: thou hast in thy good-
ness prepared for the poor. 68:11 The
Lord God will give a word to them that
preach it in a great company. 68:12 The
king of the forces of the beloved, of the
beloved, will even grant them for the
beauty of the house to divide the spoils.
68:13 Even if ye should lie among the
lots, ye shall have the wings of a dove
covered with silver, and her breast with
yellow gold. 68:14 When the heavenly
One scatters kings upon it, they shall be
made snow-white in Selmon. 68:15 The
mountain of God is a rich mountain; a
swelling mountain, a rich mountain.
68:16 Wherefore do ye conceive evil, ye
swelling mountains? this is the mountain
which God has delighted to dwell in; yea,
the Lord will dwell in it for ever. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 68

68:18 You have ascended on high, You
have led captive Your captives; You have
received gifts among men, Even among
the rebellious also, that the Lord God may
dwell there. 68:19 Blessed be the Lord,
who daily bears our burden, The God who
is our salvation. Selah. 68:20 God is to us a
God of deliverances; And to God the Lord
belong escapes from death. 68:21 Surely
God will shatter the head of His enemies,
The hairy crown of him who goes on in
his guilty deeds. 68:22 The Lord said, ‘I
will bring them back from Bashan. I will
bring them back from the depths of the sea;
68:23 That your foot may shatter them in
blood, The tongue of your dogs may have
its portion from your enemies.’ 68:24 They
have seen Your procession, O God, The
procession of my God, my King, into the
sanctuary. 68:25 The singers went on, the
musicians after them, In the midst of the
maidens beating tambourines. 68:26 Bless
God in the congregations, Even the Lord,
you who are of the fountain of Israel. 68:27
There is Benjamin, the youngest, ruling
them, The princes of Judah in their throng,
The princes of Zebulun, the princes of
Naphtali. 68:28 Your God has command-
ed your strength; Show Yourself strong, O
God, who have acted on our behalf. 68:29
Because of Your temple at Jerusalem Kings
will bring gifts to You. 68:30 Rebuke the
beasts in the reeds, The herd of bulls with
the calves of the peoples, Trampling under
foot the pieces of silver; He has scattered
the peoples who delight in war. 68:31 En-
voys will come out of Egypt; Ethiopia will
quickly stretch out her hands to God. 68:32
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth, Sing
praises to the Lord, Selah. 68:33 To Him
who rides upon the highest heavens, which
are from ancient times; Behold, He speaks
forth with His voice, a mighty voice. 68:34
Ascribe strength to God; His majesty is
over Israel And His strength is in the skies.
68:35 O God, You are awesome from Your
sanctuary. The God of Israel Himself gives
strength and power to the people. Blessed
be God! (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 68

68:14 <The God of Israel said:> If
you wicked kings lay down among
the rubbish heaps, the assembly of
Israel, likened to a dove flying in
the clouds of glory, divides the spoil
of the Egyptians — silver that is re-
fined, and her treasures full of pure
gold. Another Targum: If you wick-
ed kings sleep in the theatres, which
are likened to rubbish heaps, behold,
the sons of the assembly of Israel,
which are likened to the wings of a
dove, are covered with the words of
Torah, which are likened to silver,
and her scholars, which are likened to
the pinions of a young dove in pure
gold. 68:15 When she spread her
hands over the sea in prayer, Shaddai
abased kingdoms, and on her account
clouded over Gehinnom like snow;
he delivered them from the shadow
of death. Another Targum: Because
of this, when the priests spread their
hands and bless the people of Israel,
Shaddai agrees with them and kings
are subdued beneath them; and be-
cause of their merits, their sins are
made white as snow, and Gehinnom
is cooled for the wicked who have
received punishment in their children
and have repented of their bad deeds.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 68

68:17 The chariots of God are ten thousand
fold, thousands of rejoicing ones: the Lord
is among them, in Sina, in the holy place.
68:18 Thou art gone up on high, thou hast
led captivity captive, thou hast received
gifts for man, yea, for they were rebellious,
that thou mightest dwell among them. 68:19
Blessed be the Lord God, blessed be the
Lord daily; and the God of our salvation
shall prosper us. Pause. 68:20 Our God is
the God of salvation; and to the Lord belong
the issues from death. 68:21 But God shall
crust the heads of his enemies; the hairy
crown of them that go on in their trespasses.
68:22 The Lord said, I will bring again from
Basan, I will bring my people again through
the depths of the sea. 68:23 That thy foot
may be dipped in blood, and the tongue of
thy dogs be stained with that of thine ene-
mies. 68:24 Thy goings, O God, have been
seen; the goings of my God, the king, in the
sanctuary. 68:25 The princes went first, next
before the players on instruments, in the
midst of damsels playing on timbrels. 68:26
Praise God in the congregations, the Lord
from the fountains of Israel. 68:27 There is
Benjamin the younger one in ecstasy, the
princes of JudaH their rulers, the princes of
Zabulon, the princes of Nephthali. 68:28 O
God, command thou thy strength: strength-
en, O God, this which thou hast wrought
in us. 68:29 Because of thy temple at Je-
rusalem shall kings bring presents to thee.
68:30 Rebuke the wild beasts of the reed:
let the crowd of bulls with the heifers of the
nations be rebuked, so that they who have
been proved with silver may not be shut
out: scatter thou the nations that wish for
wars. 68:31 Ambassadors shall arrive out of
Egypt; Ethiopia shall hasten to stretch out
her hand readily to God. 68:32 Sing to God,
ye kingdoms of the earth; sing psalms to the
Lord. Pause. 68:33 Sing to God that rides on
the heaven of heaven, eastward: lo, he will
utter a mighty sound with his voice. 68:34
Give ye glory to God: his excellency is over
Israel, and his power is in the clouds. 68:35
God is wonderful in his holy places, the God
of Israel: he will give power and strength to
his people: blessed be God. (LXX)
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Toviyah / Psalms 68

68:16 Mount Moriah, the place where the patriarchs worshiped in the presence of the Lord, was chosen for the
building of the sanctuary; and Mount Sinai for the giving of Torah; Mount Mathnan, Mount Tabor, and Carmel were
disqualified, and a hump was made for them like Mount Mathnan. Another Targum: Mount Moriah was chosen first
for the worship of the patriarchs in the presence of the Lord, and was chosen second for the building there of the
sanctuary; and Mount Sinai was pulled up from there and chosen third for the Torah; Mount Buthnin was removed
and set far away; Mount Tabor — a miracle was performed there for Barak and Deborah; Mount Carmel — miracles
were performed there for Elijah the prophet. And they were racing, one against the other, and arguing one with the
other. One said, “On me the presence shall abide,” and the other would say, “On me the presence will abide.” And
the Lord of the World, who sharpens the proud and rebellious with the humble, struck them down and they were
disqualified. A hump was made for them like Mount Buthnin. 68:17 God said, Why do you leap, O mountains? It is
not my will to give the Torah on proud, contemptuous mountains. Behold, Mount Sinai which is humble; the word
of the Lord desires to place his presence upon it; [but] in the highest heaven the Lord will abide forever. 68:18 The
chariots of God are two myriads of burning fire, two thousand angels guiding them; the presence of the Lord rests on
them, on the mountain of Sinai, in holiness. 68:19 You ascended to the firmament, O prophet Moses; you captured
captives, you taught the words of Torah, you gave gifts to the sons of men, and even the stubborn who are converted
turn in repentance, [and] the glorious presence of the Lord God abides upon them. 68:20 Blessed be the Lord, every
day he weighs us down, adding commandments to commandments; the mighty one, who is our redemption and our
helper forever. 68:21 God is for us might and redemption; and from God the Lord death and loss of breath are inflict-
ed on the wicked through suffocation. 68:22 Truly God will break the heads of his enemies, he will make fall out the
hair of the man who keeps walking in his sins. 68:23 The Lord says, “I will bring back the righteous who have died
and been eaten by wild beasts from Buthnin; I will bring back the righteous who have drowned in the depths of the
sea.” 68:24 So that they will see the punishment of the wicked, they will dip their feet in the blood of the slain; the
tongue of the wild beast will grow fat from their plumpness, some of them will be sated on the enemies. 68:25 The
house of Israel has seen the paths of your presence on the sea, O God; they say, “The paths of God, king of all the
world in holiness!” 68:26 They rose up early and uttered a song after Moses and Aaron who were playing melodies
before them, in the midst of the righteous women who were with Miriam playing timbrels. 68:27 In the midst of
the assemblies, bless God, exalt the Lord, O fetuses in the bellies of their mothers, O seed of Israel! 68:28 There
Benjamin, least of the tribes, who first of all went into the sea -- because of this, he received kingship; and after
them went down the princes of Judah; the tribes stoned them with stones, and they received dominion after them;
the princes of Zebulun were their merchants, and the princes of Naphtali were their warriors. 68:29. God has com-
manded your strength; be strong, O God, abide in this sanctuary you have made for us! 68:30 From your temple you
will accept sacrifices; your presence abides on Jerusalem; from their palaces the kings will bring to you sacrifices.
68:31 Rebuke the armies of sinners, shatter them like reeds, the assembly of warriors who trust in calves, the idols
of the Gentiles. His favor is toward the people who are occupied willingly in the Torah, which is purer than silver.
Scatter the peoples who desire to wage war! 68:32 The children of Ham, the Osmani, will come from Egypt to be
converted; the children of Cush will run to spread their hands in prayer before God. 68:33 O kingdoms of the earth,
sing praise in the presence of the Lord, sing praise to the Lord forever. 68:34 To the one who sits on his throne in the
heaven of heavens; in the beginning he, by his command, gave through his voice the voice of the spirit of prophecy
to the prophets. 68:35 Ascribe the glory of strength to God, whose excellence is over Israel, and whose strength is
in heaven. 68:36 Fearful is God, from your sanctuary; the mighty one of Israel has given strength and might to his
people. Blessed be God! (EMC)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 68:1-35, the psalm opens saying, : W %210 T177 08107 X
203197 PRIVR 10917 VIR NI DIOR DY 2 For the director of music. Of David. A psalm. A song. 68:1
Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered, And let those who hate Him flee before Him. (NASB) David
describes the wicked as those who are driven away by the Lord, and who melt like wax. (68:2 As smoke is
driven away, so drive them away; As wax melts before the fire, So let the wicked perish before God. NASB)
The wicked are those who take their stand against the ways of the Lord. This reminds us of what the Apostle
Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:8-15.

2 Timothy 3:8-15

3:8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of
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depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith. 3:9 But they will not make further progress,
for their folly will be obvious to all, just as Jannes’ and Jambres’ folly was also. 3:10 Now
you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, 3:11 perse-
cutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what
persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me! 3:12 Indeed, all who desire
to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 3:13 But evil men and impostors will proceed
from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 3:14 You, however, continue in the things
you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them 3:15
and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the
wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. (NASB)

Paul describes the men Jannes and Jambres as two men who opposed Moshe. The Torah does not describe
these men, this may be an example given as midrash, the point of the matter is that these men stood against
Moshe and it was obvious to all that their error was folly (done out of foolishness). Paul describes the righ-
teous as those who follow his instruction, all who live godly lives in Yeshua the Messiah will be persecuted,
and he continues saying, 3.13 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and
being deceived. (NASB) The concept here is that as David says in Tehillim / Psalms 68:2 As smoke is driven
away, so drive them away; As wax melts before the fire, So let the wicked perish before God. (NASB) so the
wicked, evil men, will proceed from bad to worse, their state will not improve because they seek only to
satisfy themselves, they deceive and are being deceived by reason that they fall into their own deception
of wickedness. Paul speaks to the righteous, that having been taught the sacred writings from childhood
(having been taught and learned the Torah), the Torah gives wisdom that leads to salvation through faith in
Yeshua the Messiah. The Scriptures speak of Faith as being the composition of two things, (i) belief - in the
Lord, in the Messiah, and in the Promises of God, the Sacred Scriptures, and (i) practice - we live what we
believe. Faith is not authentic if these two things are not coupled together. This is what Yeshua meant when
he said “those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the
dead” Yeshua did not say ‘‘just believe in me and you will be saved.” He understood and taught that faith
includes both belief and practice. True faith is that which is lived out, we are not to live two separate lives.
If one has two separate lives, then be warned, based upon what Yeshua said in Matthew 7, there are those
who will come before Me on that great day and I will tell them, depart from Me I never knew you, worker
of lawlessness (anomia). This is what the writers of the Mishnah had in mind when they spoke of learning
Torah in Mishnah Pirkei Avot 4:20.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 4:20

Elisha ben Abuya says: One who learns as a child is compared to what? To ink written on
new parchment. And one who learns as an elder is compared to what? To ink written on
scraped parchment. Rabbi Yose bar Yehuda, man of the town of the Babylonian, says: One
who learns from young ones is compared to what? To one who eats unripe grapes and drinks
wine from its press. And one who learns from elders is compared to what? To one who eats
ripe grapes and drinks aged wine. Rabbi says: Do not look at the jug but rather at what is in

it. For there are new jugs full of old, and old that do not have even new within them. Y298
STAYT RIT A2 IR TRMLYTA 0 2Y 72100 1T7,am1T X7 77 790 790,10 AR 2
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D°21Y DOIRY ,AmIT K17 AN? QORI R TMIZTANN 70 MW MR 2021 POIRY L, AmIT R
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The rabbis speak of learning Torah when either young or old. The one who learns as a child is having the
Torah written upon his heart, which is compared to “new parchment,” whereas, the one who learns as an
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elder, the Torah is written upon his heart, which is compared to “scrapped parchment.” Note that when
one wanted to reuse parchment, one would take a knife and scrape the ink off and the write over the bare
spot. The issue might be that there are some ink spots showing through that may muddy the text of the
Torah, as compared to that of fresh new parchment. And so we should be careful not to let the sins of our
past, muddy the Torah that God is writing upon our hearts in the Messiah Yeshua. The mishnah continues
saying that learning from a young man is as drinking unripe grape juice, it would be sower, whereas learning
from an elder, is as drinking very good aged wine. This makes sense if we think about King Solomon’s son

Rehoboam (Q¥277). Rehoboam was 41 years old when he took over as king. Before his coronation took
place which would officially make him king, the assembly requested certain reforms in the policy followed
by his father, Solomon. The reforms requested would reduce the burden that Solomon had placed upon the
people (the materials that were provided to the royal house. The older men counseled Rehoboam to speak
to the people with kindness and in a civil manner. However, the new king sought the advice from the people
he had grown up with, the younger men, who advised the king to show no weakness to the people, and to
tax them even more, which Rehoboam did. He proclaimed to the people,

1 Kings 12:11
12:11 ‘Whereas my father loaded you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke; my father
disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.’” (NASB)

The rabbis conclude in the mishnah saying that one should judged the contents of the jug rather than judg-
ing from external appearances. The application is that the wicked show forth their unrighteousness by their
deeds which flow from the heart, the inside of the jug. The wicked will perish before God (68:2) whereas
the righteous will be glad and rejoice. (68:3)

The Masoretic Text and the Aramaic Targum go on to say the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 68:4-7

68:4 Sing to God, sing praises to His name; Lift up a song for Him who rides through the
deserts, Whose name is the Lord, and exult before Him. 68:5 A father of the fatherless and a
judge for the widows, Is God in His holy habitation. 68:6 God makes a home for the lonely;
He leads out the prisoners into prosperity, Only the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 68:7

O God, when You went forth before Your people, When You marched through the wilderness,
Selah. (NASB)

2277 970 W T DOTORY [TV 7R W) 200N *197 MY e D8 T
[ 2T T TR IR TR MR T DRI 3 1 97 oyl Iy M3 niaya
STPIY 1Y @°7710-TX NITYID2 00K XX AnNa | 207 2°Win

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 68:5-8

68:5 Give praise in the presence of God, praise his glorious name; magnify the one who sits
on his glorious throne in Araboth, Yah is his name,; and be glad in his presence. 68:6 Father
of the orphans, and judge of widows — such is God in the dwelling place of his holy presence.
68:7 God, who makes matches, joining the solitary to mates;, who brought out the house of
Israel, who were bound in Egypt, for the correct deeds of their fathers <he redeemed them>
in public procession; but Pharaoh and his armies, who refused to let them go, dwelt in thirst.
68:8 O God, when you went forth in a pillar of cloud and in a pillar of fire before your peo-
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ple, when you traveled in the wilderness of Jeshimon forever, when you gave the Torah to
your people (EMC)
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The rabbis of the Aramaic Targum expand upon David’s words significantly. The Righteous 68:4 Sing to
God, sing praises to His name, Lift up a song for Him who rides through the deserts, Whose name is the
Lord, and exult before Him. (NASB) whereas the Targum states, 8:5 Give praise in the presence of God,
praise his glorious name,; magnify the one who sits on his glorious throne in Araboth; Yah is his name,; and
be glad in his presence. (EMC) What is the “throne in Araboth?” According to the Scriptures, the Throne
of God is the reigning position of the Father in heaven, and Araboth is the location of God’s throne. The
kabbalistic understanding of Araboth is that Araboth is the highest heaven of Yetzirah and corresponds to

the sephira of the highest level. (Note that Sephira is singular for Sephirot (177°90), meaning emanations,
referencing the 10 attributes/emanations in Kabbalah, through which Ein Sof reveals himself and continu-
ously creates both the physical realm and the chain of higher metaphysical realms “Seder hishtalshelus.”)
The Apostle Paul spoke of the third heaven. (2 Corinthians 12:2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years
ago-- whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows-- such a man was
caught up to the third heaven. NASB) Judaism, according to kabbalistic thought, contains between seven
and ten heavens which are paralleled to different spiritual levels. Maimonides, in his book the Guide of
the Perplexed (1190 AD), tried to reconcile the apparent discrepancy between the Talmudic description and
the science of his day. While asserting that the number seven could if necessary be justified on scientific
grounds (where since some levels are grouped together), Maimonides argues that the Rabbinic tradition
should not be taken literally, but as an allegory about God’s guidance of the universe. The reason may be
due to his investigations into the science of his day.

The psalm continues saying, 68:8 The earth quaked; The heavens also dropped rain at the presence of
God; Sinai itself quaked at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 68:9 You shed abroad a plentiful rain, O
God; You confirmed Your inheritance when it was parched. (NASB), the Aramaic Targum states, 68.9 The
earth shook, also the heavens dropped dew in the presence of the Lord; as for this Sinai, its smoke went up like
the smoke of a furnace before the Lord, God of Israel, was manifested upon it. 68:10 When the house of Israel
heard the voice of your power, their souls flew away; at once he made to descend upon them the dew of resur-
rection, O God, you brought the favorable rain to your inheritance, and you supported the assembly which
was exhausted. (EMC) The rabbis expand upon 68.9 to say that when Israel had heard the power of His voice,
their souls fled, and the Lord descended upon the people in the dew of the resurrection. This appears to be an
allusion to Shemot / Exodus 33:20 But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!”
(NASB) This is an interesting comparison, that when Israel heard the power of God’s voice speaking from
the cloud over the mountain of Sinai, the rabbis are saying that their souls fled, they died, and the Lord
descended upon them in the dew of the resurrection, saying the Lord needed to raise Israel back to life
when they stood before the mountain. The word of God being spoken to the people, their having died and
then raised up, sounds reminiscent of Yeshua’s words in John 6:61 But Jesus, conscious that His disciples
grumbled at this, said to them, ‘Does this cause you to stumble? 6:62 ‘What then if you see the Son of Man
ascending to where He was before? 6:63 ‘It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words
that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 6:64 ‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For
Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him.
(NASB) The concept here is that one must hear and obey him for any spiritual progress to be made. The
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letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. One can read the entire Bible, memorize all of Scripture, and it will not
yield life or spiritual growth. The letter or the words of the Torah should motivate one to change and to seek
the spirit of the Lord for help to be different. It is the Spirit of the Lord that imparts life, as we see here in
the Targum in the concept of the Lord descending upon the people, in the dew of the resurrection, to raise
them up from the dead. The point is that the Scriptures are good for understanding and good for maintaining
hope, however, it is no substitute for coming to the Lord, seeking Him in repentance and truth, and seeking
His help to change. This is what Yeshua meant when he said, “You search the scriptures, for in them you
think you have eternal life; and these are those that testify of me. But you will not come to me, so that you
may have life.” (John 5:38-40). Yeshua the Messiah sends forth the Spirit to cause change, life, and truth
in us for the glory of God.

The Masoretic Text continues saying, 68:10 Your creatures settled in it; You provided in Your goodness
for the poor, O God. 68:11 The Lord gives the command; The women who proclaim the good tidings are a
great host: 68:12 ‘Kings of armies flee, they flee, And she who remains at home will divide the spoil!’ 68:13
When you lie down among the sheepfolds, You are like the wings of a dove covered with silver, And its pin-
ions with glistening gold. 68:14 When the Almighty scattered the kings there, It was snowing in Zalmon.
(NASB) The Aramaic Targum however expands upon this section of David’s words significantly to say the
following:

Toviyah / Psalms 68:11-15

68:11 You caused your vigor to go back to it; you appointed a troop of angels to do good to
the poor of God. 68:12 The Lord gave the words of Torah to his people; truly, Moses and
Aaron [were] proclaiming the word of God to the great army. 68:13. Kingdoms with their
armies went into exile from their palaces, and the wise were exiled from their knowledge,
but the assembly of Israel divides the spoil from heaven. 68:14 <The God of Israel said:>
If you wicked kings lay down among the rubbish heaps, the assembly of Israel, likened to a
dove flying in the clouds of glory, divides the spoil of the Egyptians — silver that is refined,
and her treasures full of pure gold. Another Targum: If you wicked kings sleep in the the-
atres, which are likened to rubbish heaps, behold, the sons of the assembly of Israel, which
are likened to the wings of a dove, are covered with the words of Torah, which are likened
to silver, and her scholars, which are likened to the pinions of a young dove in pure gold.
68:15 When she spread her hands over the sea in prayer, Shaddai abased kingdoms, and on
her account clouded over Gehinnom like snow; he delivered them from the shadow of death.
Another Targum: Because of this, when the priests spread their hands and bless the people of
Israel, Shaddai agrees with them and kings are subdued beneath them, and because of their
merits, their sins are made white as snow, and Gehinnom is cooled for the wicked who have
received punishment in their children and have repented of their bad deeds. (EMC, TN>»1 X°
M7 RN TN 20 IRAVK MIVH RAVIRD RUOXRYM N9 N°PWA RNIPPAR 72 XN2ONR TN°°0N
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The rabbis who translated the Aramaic Targum jump immediately into the spiritual realm speaking of the
Lord appointing angels to do good to the poor of God, as compared to Tehillim / Psalms 68:10 Your crea-
tures settled in it; You provided in Your goodness for the poor, O God. (NASB) =02 120 72-12¥° 9070 X
;0798 °3Y7 N2 Note how the MT states A2-12Y" 900 “Your life settled/dwelled upon it/her (feminine),”
using the word N7 from the root 771’7 meaning “to live, have life, remain alive, sustain life,” the Hebrew
text draws us back to the idea of the Lord being the One who sustains and gives life, e.g. the “dew of the
resurrection.” The rabbis parallel this to the Lord giving the words of Torah to his people (68:12) and how
the nations were exiled while Israel divided the spoils from heaven. The spoils from heaven are paralleled
to silver, pure gold, and the words of the Torah. The idea is that the Lord stands against the nations who
hate Him, whereas He is for Israel who loves Him. David says 68:14 When the Almighty scattered the kings
there, It was snowing in Zalmon. (NASB) There is prophetic mention of snow being symbolically linked
with salvation of the human soul, for example from Isaiah 1:18 which states “come now, let us reason to-
gether, says the Lord, though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they are red
like crimson, they shall become like wool.” In Tehillim / Psalms 68, David prophetically speaks of the Lord
scattering the enemy, and states that when the Almighty scatters the kings, it will be snowing in Zalmon.
Mount Zalmon is a reference to Mount Ebel, near Shechem, the hill country of Ephraim. Taking the Isaiah
text into consideration, with the snow in Zalmon as a way of declaring the salvation and deliverance of God,
the rabbis interpret David’s words to say that the Lord abased the kingdoms and clouded over Gehinnom
like snow, he delivered Israel from the shadow of death and because of their merits their sins were made
as white as snow, whereas Gehinnom is cooled slightly due to the wicked nations repentance of their evil
deeds.

David continues saying, 68:14 When the Almighty scattered the kings there, It was snowing in Zalmon.
68:15 A mountain of God is the mountain of Bashan, A mountain of many peaks is the mountain of Bashan.
68:16 Why do you look with envy, O mountains with many peaks, At the mountain which God has desired
for His abode? Surely the Lord will dwell there forever. 68:17 The chariots of God are myriads, thousands
upon thousands; The Lord is among them as at Sinai, in holiness. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states the
following:

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 68:16-17

68:16 Mount Moriah, the place where the patriarchs worshiped in the presence of the Lord,
was chosen for the building of the sanctuary; and Mount Sinai for the giving of Torah, Mount
Mathnan, Mount Tabor, and Carmel were disqualified, and a hump was made for them like
Mount Mathnan. Another Targum: Mount Moriah was chosen first for the worship of the
patriarchs in the presence of the Lord, and was chosen second for the building there of the
sanctuary; and Mount Sinai was pulled up from there and chosen third for the Torah, Mount
Buthnin was removed and set far away, Mount Tabor — a miracle was performed there for
Barak and Deborah,; Mount Carmel — miracles were performed there for Elijah the prophet.
And they were racing, one against the other, and arguing one with the other. One said, “On
me the presence shall abide,” and the other would say, “On me the presence will abide.”
And the Lord of the World, who sharpens the proud and rebellious with the humble, struck
them down and they were disqualified. A hump was made for them like Mount Buthnin. 68:17
God said, Why do you leap, O mountains? It is not my will to give the Torah on proud, con-
temptuous mountains. Behold, Mount Sinai which is humble; the word of the Lord desires
to place his presence upon it; [but] in the highest heaven the Lord will abide forever. 8:18
The chariots of God are two myriads of burning fire, two thousand angels guiding them, the
presence of the Lord rests on them, on the mountain of Sinai, in holiness. (EMC)
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David speaks of the mountain of Bashan and of Bashan having many peaks. Bashan (J&27) is a biblical
place first mentioned in Bereshit / Genesis 14:5, where it is said 14:5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer
and the kings that were with him, came and defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim and the Zuzim in
Ham and the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, (NASB) This is the place of residence of Og the king of Bashan.
At the time of Israel’s entrance into the Promised Land, Og came out against them. The Lord gave Og and
Bashan into Israel’s hands and they were utterly routed (see Bamidbar / Numbers 21:33-35 and Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 3:1-7). Bashan extended from Gilead in the south to Hermon in the north, and from the
Jordan river on the west to Salcah on the east. Along with half of Gilead it was given to the half-tribe of
Manasseh (Joshua 13:29-31). In addition, Golan, one of its cities, became a city of refuge (Joshua 21:27).

According to the Torah, the Israelites invaded Bashan and conquered it from the Amorites, as we read
in Devarim / Deuteronomy 3:1 Next we turned and went up along the road toward Bashan, and Og king of
Bashan with his whole army marched out to meet us in battle at Edrei. 3:2 The LORD said to me, “Do not
be afraid of him, for I have handed him over to you with his whole army and his land. Do to him what you
did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon. 3:3 So the LORD our God also gave into our
hands Og king of Bashan and all his army. We struck them down, leaving no survivors. 3:4 At that time we
took all his cities. There was not one of the sixty cities that we did not take from them—the whole region of
Argob, Og's kingdom in Bashan. 3:5 All these cities were fortified with high walls and with gates and bars,
and there were also a great many unwalled villages. 3:6 We completely destroyed them, as we had done
with Sihon king of Heshbon, destroying every city men, women and children. 3:7 But all the livestock and
the plunder from their cities we carried off for ourselves. (NASB) David asks the question, 68:16 Why do
you look with envy, O mountains with many peaks, At the mountain which God has desired for His abode?
Surely the Lord will dwell there forever. 68:17 The chariots of God are myriads, thousands upon thousands;
The Lord is among them as at Sinai, in holiness. (NASB) He seems to be blending these locations, of the
dwelling place of the Lord, Mount Moriah, Sinai, and Bashan. Who are the ones who are looking upon the
mountain of Bashan with envy? Could this be an allusion to the righteous looking to the life and wealth of
the wicked and being envious? The rabbis recognize the locational issues within the Psalm and interpret the
Psalm speaking of Mount Moriah, Mount Sinai, Mount Mathnan, Mount Tabor, and Mount Carmel. The
rabbis order these mountains based upon the way in which they are presented in the Torah, Mount Moriah

come first with Abraham and Isaac (The Binding of Isaac 117°2¥, the Akedah), then the Mountain of Sinai for
the giving of the Torah. What is the mountain of Mathnan? In the Targum Onkelos, we read in Devarim /
Deuteronomy 3:3 And the Lord our God delivered Og the king of Mathnan into our hand with all his people,

and we smote him until not a remnant of him escaped. ~I’ JINWT RDPM 3PN AX RIT°2 RITPR 27 7071 3

JATWR AYTIRAYR RPT7TY 29 ARYT22 The mountain of Mathnan is synonymous to the mountain of
Bashan. Mount Tabor (7120 77) is located in lower Galilee, at the eastern end of the Jezreel Valley, eleven
miles (18 km) west of the Sea of Galilee. This was the site of the Mount Tabor battle between Barak under
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the leadership of the Israelite judge Deborah, and the army of Jabin commanded by Sisera, in the mid 12
century BCE. Itis also believed to be the location of the Transfiguration of Yeshua. (Catholic Encyclopedia)
The Targum also mentions Mount Carmel where Elijah slew the prophets of Baal. (I Kings 18) One Tar-
gum mentions these mountains, and another Targum provides the interpretation, miracles were performed
on all of these mountains examining the biblical texts, and the rabbis provide a midrashic interpretation,
that the mountains argued that each would have the glory and the presence of God dwell upon them. The
mountains were boasting and proud, and the rabbis interpret this to say that the Lord God struck them down
and disqualified them and Moriah was chosen because it is lowly and humble in the city of Jerusalem. The
rabbis say that the mountain of Sinai was humble and so the glory of the Lord dwelled upon that mountain
in the giving of the Torah. Could this be an allusion to the glory of the Lord dwelling upon the person who
studies Torah? Tehillim / Psalms 8:18 from the Targum states, 8:18 The chariots of God are two myriads of
burning fire, two thousand angels guiding them, the presence of the Lord rests on them, on the mountain of
Sinai, in holiness. (EMC) The Psalm suggests the Lord has myriads of chariots alluding to the host of heav-
en and angels. The chariots are paralleled to the Lord ascending on high and leading captive His captives
and receiving gifts of men (68:18).

In the rabbinic literature, the rabbis have a lot to say about Moshe who goes up and he goes down on the
mountain of Sinai, he ascends to heaven and descends, etc. The concept of “ascending and descending’ has
Messianic overtones (see the Tehillim / Psalms 24 study). In addition to this, while reading Romans 10:5-
11, the Apostle Paul speaks of the one who “ascends and descends.” Studying Paul’s letters after having
studied the Midrashic literature, his letters appear to be very midrashic, particularly in Romans 10:5-11.

Romans 10:5-11

10:5 For Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is based on law
shall live by that righteousness. 10:6 But the righteousness based on faith speaks as follows:
‘Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down),
10:7 or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).” 10:8
But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ that is, the
word of faith which we are preaching, 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord,
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10:10 for
with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses,
resulting in salvation. 10:11 For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes in Him will not be
disappointed.’ (NASB)
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Note the connection here with Paul’s statement to Midrash Tehillim 24, Part 7, 8, and 9. Paul speaks on
“righteousness” and not our own righteousness but a righteousness that is given by faith. He says that if
a man practices righteousness based on the Torah, he will live by that righteousness. Then he goes on to
describe the righteousness that is by faith. He uses the “ascending and descending” language to explain
the righteousness that is by faith. The Greek text literally states 1 6& €k TioTe®G dikoooHVN 0VTMOG AEYEL,
Mn ginng év 1) kopdia cov, Tig avapnoeton gig OV ovpavdov; 100t Eotv Xplotov Kotoyayelv: 1§, Tig
katafnoetat €ig Vv dpvccov; TodtT’ Eotv Xp1otov €K vekp@dV avayayelv. “But of the believe righteousness
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thus he says, You should not say in your heart, who shall ascend unto heaven? that is to say Christ to lead
down, or who shall go down into the abyss? that is to say, Christ from the dead to lead.” Paul is saying
here that our righteousness in the Torah command does not have the power to “ascend and descend,” that
is to lead the Messiah Yeshua in “ascending or descending” to or from heaven or even to or from the grave.
Paul uses this “ascending and descending” rabbinic illustration to a point out that the “Word of God” is
powerful, it is near us, it is in our hearts, it is the Word of faith that is accredited to us just like God had
credited Abraham according to His faith in the Lord and His promises, and living out his faith by obeying
His commands. Paul goes on to say *0tt éav 0ploAoynong év 1@ otopati cov kopov Incodv, Kol moetevong
&v i kapdig cov &1L 0 B0 avTOV fyelpev €k vekpdv, cwbnon: kapdiq yop mioteveTon €iC dkaocHVY,
oToOpaTL 8¢ Oporoyeital eig cowtplav. 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10:10 for with the heart a person believes,
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. (NASB) Note how this
is a righteousness that is counted to each one of us. Each Midrash in Tehillim 24, Part 7, 8, and 9 concludes

on “righteousness” and the rabbis say it is a “righteousness from God” (*1?81 1P 7%Y). Each of these men
Abraham, Jacob, and Moshe believed in the Lord and He (God) counted it to them for righteousness. It
is interesting that the theme of “ascending and descending” is linked to the righteousness of God and the
purity of heart here in Tehillim / Psalms 24. Could this be the reason the Apostle Paul thought to use the
“ascending and descending” theme to illustrate the righteousness of the Torah, living by righteousness, and
being accredited with righteousness by faith in the Lord God, in the Messiah Yeshua, and in His Word?
David continues saying, :7770 YL DR7 12-0ny° 0¥ | 01 237X 12 D 68:19 Blessed be the Lord,
who daily bears our burden, The God who is our salvation. Selah. (NASB) indicating that the Lord is the
one who bears our burdens. How does the Lord God in heaven bear our burdens? David says in Tehillim /

Psalms 55:21-23 the following, 1727 337 9272-2721 12 nRama | 9590 22 130772 950 vrowa 17 oy KO
DTIA | 2°H2R AR T (PTE? iR 07T 10-XD 92272 KA 120 | AV-2Y W3 A0 :Ninng mam mwn
ST2-T0IN IRY D71 IX-RD R0 2T WIR NOW IRA? 55:20 He has put forth his hands against those

who were at peace with him, He has violated his covenant. 55:21 His speech was smoother than butter, But
his heart was war, His words were softer than oil, Yet they were drawn swords. 55:22 Cast your burden upon
the Lord and He will sustain you, He will never allow the righteous to be shaken. 55:23 But You, O God,
will bring them down to the pit of destruction; Men of bloodshed and deceit will not live out half their days.

But I will trust in You. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 23 "2 DDR 7°n70 "WIR2 17> WYIR RO
TR PPRLIDT AW T2 °N° M7 12937 719227 7925 R2IP 01T T PRI V90 11T W D N WYY
NIRY 72 :ROPUTED RINOIT RNOYD N R? G001 R TI20 T OV TIT 2190 3D IWPT 1IN NI

S92 PUITINR RIRT 77217 NIADD 1AM RD 199931 2100 0 2123 XY 232 13907 DOMIN 7912 RIOR
55:21 He stretched out his hands against the men of his peace; he desecrated his covenant. 55:22 Smoother
than oil of curds are the words of his mouth, and like weapons of war his heart. Softer are his words than
tallow, but they are deadly lances. 55:23 Cast your confidence on the Lord, and he will feed you; he will
never allow privation to the righteous. 55:24 But you, O God, by your word will bring them down to deep
Gehenna; murderous and deceitful men will not see half of their days, but I will trust in your word. (EMC)
In Tehillim / Psalms 55:21, David is describing the kind of men who do not regard the covenant of God.
Earlier David says, 55:15 Let death come deceitfully upon them, Let them go down alive to Sheol, For evil
is in their dwelling, in their midst. 55:16 As for me, I shall call upon God, And the Lord will save me. 55:17
Evening and morning and at noon, I will complain and murmur, And He will hear my voice. 55:18 He will
redeem my soul in peace from the battle which is against me, For they are many who strive with me. 55:19
God will hear and answer them Even the one who sits enthroned from of old Selah. With whom there is no
change, And who do not fear God. (NASB) The one who comes against the men of peace desecrates the
covenant of God by the words of his lips and by what is in his heart according to the Aramaic Targum. The
point is that if we have evil, deceit, and unrighteousness in our hearts, these things will come forth into our
lives. This is the meaning of David’s words that such a person is deceitful, he has violated the covenant of
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God because of what he has kept in his heart. The real person is shown by what he does which comes from
the heart or what one meditates upon. What do you spend most of your time doing or thinking upon? In
addition, the things that we allow our hearts to dwell upon today is building what we will be for tomorrow
and the day after that, etc. The Lord desires that we set out hearts upon Him and His Word. This is what
David meant when he said 55:22 Cast your burden upon the Lord and He will sustain you, He will never
allow the righteous to be shaken. 55:23 But You, O God, will bring them down to the pit of destruction; Men
of bloodshed and deceit will not live out half their days. But I will trust in You. (NASB) The burden can be
any one of those things listed above. Our worries, or the things others have done to hurt us. Many times
the reason we dwell upon these things listed above, is because we want justice, but we are seeking to find
justice by our own hand and not by the hand of the Lord. Seek the Lord and allow Him to do the rest.

In a similar manner, David says the Lord is the one who delivers (68:20), He shatters the head of His
enemies (68:21), and that He will bring them back to Bashan and from the depths of the sea (68:22). The
foot of the Lord will shatter the enemy (68:23). He continues saying the following:

Tehillim / Psalms 68:24-27

68:24 They have seen Your procession, O God, The procession of my God, my King, into the
sanctuary. 68:25 The singers went on, the musicians after them, In the midst of the maidens
beating tambourines. 68:26 Bless God in the congregations, Even the Lord, you who are of
the fountain of Israel. 68:27 There is Benjamin, the youngest, ruling them, The princes of

Judah in their throng, The princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali. 7°012°77 187 112
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David goes on to describe the musicians and the Lord who is worthy to be praised because He is the foun-
dation of Israel, and a ruler from Benjamin who is ruling over the princes of Judah, Zebulun, and Naphtali.
Why does David say a ruler from Benjamin is ruling over Judah, Zebulun, and Naphtali? The Aramaic
Targum sheds some light on this question.

Toviyah / Psalms 68:21-28

68:21 God is for us might and redemption, and from God the Lord death and loss of breath
are inflicted on the wicked through suffocation. 68:22 Truly God will break the heads of his
enemies, he will make fall out the hair of the man who keeps walking in his sins. 68:23 The
Lord says, “Iwill bring back the righteous who have died and been eaten by wild beasts from
Buthnin; I will bring back the righteous who have drowned in the depths of the sea.” 68:24
So that they will see the punishment of the wicked, they will dip their feet in the blood of the
slain; the tongue of the wild beast will grow fat from their plumpness, some of them will be
sated on the enemies. 68:25 The house of Israel has seen the paths of your presence on the
sea, O God; they say, “The paths of God, king of all the world in holiness!” 68:26 They rose
up early and uttered a song after Moses and Aaron who were playing melodies before them,
in the midst of the righteous women who were with Miriam playing timbrels. 68:27 In the
midst of the assemblies, bless God, exalt the Lord, O fetuses in the bellies of their mothers,
O seed of Israel! 68:28 There Benjamin, least of the tribes, who first of all went into the sea
-- because of this, he received kingship, and after them went down the princes of Judah, the
tribes stoned them with stones, and they received dominion after them, the princes of Zeb-

ulun were their merchants, and the princes of Naphtali were their warriors. 1?7 X178 N2
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The Targum says that Benjamin was the least of the tribes and the first of all who went into the sea. Thinking

on the first one to enter the red sea, according to Jewish Tradition (midrash), Nahshon (11%13) was the per-
son who initiated Israel’s passage into the Red Sea, by walking in head-deep until the sea parted. Nahshon
is described as being a descent from Judah and therefore being the progenitor of many kings. The rabbis
describe Nahshon as a noble man. Nahshon’s sister Elisheva married Aaron, (Shemot / Exodus 6:23 Aaron
married Elisheba, the daughter of Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon, and she bore him Nadab and Abihu,
Eleazar and Ithamar. NASB) and this is mentioned as a hint that one should take care to select a wife whose
brothers are noble. (Talmud Bavli Baba Batra 110a) The Midrash relates that during the Exodus, when
the Israelites reached the Red Sea, it did not automatically part. The Israelites stood at the banks of the
sea and wailed with despair, but Nahshon entered the waters. Once he was up to his nose in the water, the
sea parted. This is the origin of his name “Nahshol,” that is, “stormy sea-waves”. Nahshon was a model
prince,(Talmud Bavli Horayot 11a; Zevachim 9b, 101b) and was called “king. ” (Sifre, Bamidbar / Numbers
47) Another example from the rabbis is “When the princes of the different tribes were required to bring
their offerings, each on a separate day, Moses was embarrassed, not knowing who should be the first; but all
Israel pointed at Nahshon, saying, ‘He sanctified the name of God by springing first into the Red Sea; he is
worthy to bring down the Shekhinah; therefore he shall be the first to bring the offering.’” (Midrash Rabba
Bamidbar 7:26, 13:7, Talmud Bavli Sotah 37a) In addition, the offering brought by Nahshon is pointed out
as having been his own and not that of his tribe. (Sifre, Bamidbar / Numbers 48) From a kabbalistic per-
spective, in the account of the offering the words Va’korbano (“and his sacrifice’’) and Etodim each have
a1 (vav), while the same words in the accounts of the other princes’ offerings have no 1 (vav). By reason
of the letter 1 (vav), the numerical value of which is six, according to the rabbis suggests that Nahshon was
the ancestor of six men (David, the Messiah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah), each of whom are
distinguished by six praiseworthy qualities. (Midrash Rabba Bamidbar 8:11) The idea here is that one’s
righteous life has an effect on future generations by reason that one’s generational line is not destroyed due
to the wickedness of the present generation.
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X9 68:28 Your God has commanded your strength; Show Yourself strong, O God, who have acted on our
behalf. 68:29 Because of Your temple at Jerusalem Kings will bring gifts to You. 68:30 Rebuke the beasts in
the reeds, The herd of bulls with the calves of the peoples, Trampling under foot the pieces of silver; He has
scattered the peoples who delight in war. (NASB) What does it mean that God has commanded our strength?
The Aramaic Targum states, 72 7 :X1? N72¥7T 117 RWTPA N°22 "0 RAPX JWYNOR I RIOR 7PD 1D
T2 NPPWNA AN KD IX2127IP X291 1IN 77 PCURION ROW TNIOW 25w DY R°127p Papn 19000
TROVIN T RNYA PMYT RONAY X% MNYAY XO2IV2 PPXAINNT PI23 11203 DWID X2IP 7°7 1100 ¥In
S8 R2P ROARDT RNV ROAY 772 K0 12 RIIOT XP°PTT RNOIINA XMW 68:29. God has commanded
your strength; be strong, O God, abide in this sanctuary you have made for us! 68:30 From your temple you
will accept sacrifices, your presence abides on Jerusalem, from their palaces the kings will bring to you
sacrifices. 68:31 Rebuke the armies of sinners, shatter them like reeds, the assembly of warriors who trust
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in calves, the idols of the Gentiles. His favor is toward the people who are occupied willingly in the Torah,
which is purer than silver. Scatter the peoples who desire to wage war! (EMC) David speaks of beasts in
the reeds, herds of bulls, and calves of the peoples. It almost appears that He is speaking of the people as
brute beasts, trampling under foot the pieces of silver, and the Lord will scatter those who delight in war.
The rabbis interpret David’s words in this way, saying 68:31 Rebuke the armies of sinners, shatter them
like reeds, the assembly of warriors who trust in calves, the idols of the Gentiles. (EMC) Whereas, the Lord
shows favor to those who occupy themselves in the study of the Torah, which is for gaining wisdom, some-
thing that is purer than silver. From these things we can concluded that we are called to be men of peace,
the children of God, and students of His holy Word, the Scriptures.

David concludes his Psalm saying, %32 2277 72 120 378 1727 D9RY 170 yIRg niotnn  ao
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0% TIN2 0YD NIAXYNY TV | 103 RIT ORI 98 68.32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth, Sing praises
to the Lord, Selah. 68:33 To Him who rides upon the highest heavens, which are from ancient times, Behold,

He speaks forth with His voice, a mighty voice. 68:34 Ascribe strength to God,; His majesty is over Israel
And His strength is in the skies. 68:35 O God, You are awesome from Your sanctuary. The God of Israel

Himself gives strength and power to the people. Blessed be God! (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 27
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68:32 The children of Ham, the Osmani, will come from Egypt to be converted; the children of Cush will
run to spread their hands in prayer before God. 68:33 O kingdoms of the earth, sing praise in the presence
of the Lord, sing praise to the Lord forever. 68:34 To the one who sits on his throne in the heaven of heav-
ens, in the beginning he, by his command, gave through his voice the voice of the spirit of prophecy to the
prophets. 68:35 Ascribe the glory of strength to God, whose excellence is over Israel, and whose strength is
in heaven. 68:36 Fearful is God, from your sanctuary, the mighty one of Israel has given strength and might
to his people. Blessed be God! (EMC) The idea is that the nations will come to be converted. One must
be converted, there must be a fundamental change in a person in order to sing to the Lord God Almighty
Praises and to pray. The point is that in order to be able to draw near to the Lord God in heaven, one must
be fundamentally changed. This fundamental change is a core tenet of the teaching of the Messiah Yeshua
in the Apostolic Writings. And thus we have what is written and what the Apostles taught according to Acts
16:31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” (NASB) This
concept appears to be a logical conclusion based upon the Aramaic Targum, the rabbinic translation, and the
Psalm of David. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We glorify and praise Your Holy Name because great and mighty are Your works in the hearts of man to
draw him to repentance. We praise Your Holy Name for strength and faith because these are the things that
we credit to You being present in our lives. We thank You for keeping our feet on the path of righteousness
and truth according to Your Word (the Scriptures). Thank You for the words of the Rabbis according to the
Midrashim which help us to think about how we should be living our lives. Please create in us a deep re-
spect, fear, and love for You Lord, coupled with a desire to dwell in Your presence and to pray. Thank You
for giving us the faith to believe in Yeshua the Messiah! Please have mercy on us, forgive us for our sins.
We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the covenant of peace that You have
promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our
lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and
ever.
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In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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