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Trials, Sickness, and Suffering

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 66:1-20, the psalm opens saying W°7;7 1317 W 0¥IN? X
:PIRI-922 0°772K 7 For the choir director. A Song. A Psalm. 66:1 Shout joyfully to God, all the earth (NASB)
David calls for all of the earth to praise the name of the Lord for His mighty works. He calls upon the Scrip-
tural account of God’s mighty works, turning the sea into dry land (66:6), He watches the nations (66:7), He
is the One who keeps our feet from slipping (6:8), and for all of these things, He is to be praised, 1727 2
US| PIRT-0D T RN IR-W0DY IV 202 YR KII-00 2oORD 1R A N 7920 mow inw-792
17190 TRW TR 2-1110 17 M0R 66:2 Sing the glory of His name; Make His praise glorious. 66:3 Say to
God, ‘How awesome are Your works! Because of the greatness of Your power Your enemies will give feigned
obedience to You. 66:4 “All the earth will worship You, And will sing praises to You; They will sing praises
to Your name.” Selah. David compares us to being refined by fire as silver is refined, where silversmiths look
to see their reflection in order to determine the purity of the metal, :792-77¥2 097¥ D 978 M-
66:10 For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as silver is refined. (NASB) Does the Lord look at
our purity by this comparison in the way in which we follow His Torah? The Lord refines us by bringing
calamity upon us. Some people interpret Scripture to say that God wont do this any more because of Yeshua
the Messiah. Is this type of interpretation true? David says the Lord causes men to come against us and
laid a heavy burden upon us, and these are compared to fire and water, which the Lord brings us through to

God’s place of abundance. (66:12) David says that it is our duty to tell others about the work the Lord has
done in our lives saying, :W917 WY WX 077X X722 771208 WY 107 10 66:16 Come and hear, all
who fear God, And | will tell of what He has done for my soul.(NASB) David continues saying, -OX 71X 17°
SRR IR | YRYh XY 272 °0°K7 66:18 If | regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear; (NASB)
Do you think this Scripture has application for our lives today? Under what conditions would the Lord, our
Father in heaven, hear our prayers? If one is living in sin, would one still be presentable to go to the Lord
in prayer? David concludes saying, 7°077-X? WX 2°778 702 D 0900 ip2 WD OI0R YU 1R W)
701 *N99R 66:19 But certainly God has heard; He has given heed to the voice of my prayer. 66:20 Blessed
be God, Who has not turned away my prayer Nor His lovingkindness from me. (NASB) He believed the Lord
heard his prayer because he was not living in sin, his desire is to serve the Lord and to walk in His ways!
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Tehillim / Psalms 66

For the choir director. A Song. A
Psalm. 66:1 Shout joyfully to God,
all the earth; 66:2 Sing the glory of
His name; Make His praise glori-
ous. 66:3 Say to God, ‘How awe-
some are Your works! Because of
the greatness of Your power Your
enemies will give feigned obedi-
ence to You. 66:4 ‘All the earth
will worship You, And will sing
praises to You; They will sing
praises to Your name.’ Selah. 66:5
Come and see the works of God,
Who is awesome in His deeds
toward the sons of men. 66:6 He
turned the sea into dry land; They
passed through the river on foot;
There let us rejoice in Him! 66:7
He rules by His might forever;
His eyes keep watch on the na-
tions; Let not the rebellious exalt
themselves. Selah. 66:8 Bless our
God, O peoples, And sound His
praise abroad, 66:9 Who keeps
us in life And does not allow our
feet to slip. 66:10 For You have
tried us, O God; You have refined
us as silver is refined. 66:11 You
brought us into the net; You laid
an oppressive burden upon our
loins. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 66

66:1 For praise. A praise song. Shout
for joy in the presence of the Lord, all
inhabitants of the earth. 66:2 Praise
the glory of his name; set forth the
glory of his praise. 66:3 Say in the
presence of God, “How fearful are
your works! For all the abundance of
your works, your enemies will deny
you.” 66:4 All the inhabitants of the
earth will bow down before you, and
they will praise you, they will praise
your name forever. 66:5 Come and
see the works of God; fearful is the
lord of destiny to the sons of men.
66:6 He turned the Red Sea to dry
land; the sons of Israel crossed the
river Jordan on their feet; he con-
veyed them to his holy mountain;
there will we rejoice in his word. 66:7
He who rules over the world in the
power of his strength, his eyes behold
the Gentiles; let the disobedient not
exalt themselves forever. 66:8 Bless
God, O Gentiles, and make the sound
of his praise heard. 66:9 Who has
designated our souls for the life of the
age to come, and has not allowed our
feet to be shaken. 66:10 For you have
tried us, O God, you have refined us
like a smith who refines silver. An-
other Targum: For you have tried
[us], for you have tested our fathers,
O God; you exiled them among the
kingdoms; you found them refined
as one who purifies silver. 66:11 You
brought us into the net, you placed
chains on our loins. Another Targum:
You brought us into Egypt as into a
net; you placed the rule of the Baby-
lonians upon us, and we became like
one on whose loins chains of trouble
are placed. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 66

For the end, a Song of Psalm of
resurrection. 66:1 Shout unto God,
all the earth. 66:2 O sing prais-
es to his name; give glory to his
praise. 66:3 Say unto God, How
awful are thy works! through the
greatness of thy power thine ene-
mies shall lie to thee. 66:4 Let all
the earth worship thee, and sing
to thee; let them sing to thy name.
Pause. 66:5 Come and behold the
works of God; he is terrible in his
counsels beyond the children of
men. 66:6 Who turns the sea into
dry land; they shall go through
the river on foot; there shall we
rejoice in him, 66:7 who by his
power is Lord over the age, his
eyes look upon the nations; let not
them that provoke him be exalted
in themselves. Pause. 66:8 Bless
our God, ye Gentiles, and make
the voice of his praise to be heard;
66:9 who quickens my soul in life,
and does not suffer my feet to be
moved. 66:10 For thou, O God,
has proved us; thou hast tried us
with fire as silver is tried. 66:11
Thou broughtest us into the snare;
thou laidest afflictions on our
back. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 66

66:12 You made men ride over
our heads; We went through
fire and through water, Yet You
brought us out into a place of
abundance. 66:13 I shall come
into Your house with burnt offer-
ings; I shall pay You my vows,
66:14 Which my lips uttered And
my mouth spoke when I was in
distress. 66:15 I shall offer to You
burnt offerings of fat beasts, With
the smoke of rams; I shall make
an offering of bulls with male
goats. Selah. 66:16 Come and
hear, all who fear God, And I will
tell of what He has done for my
soul. 66:17 I cried to Him with
my mouth, And He was extolled
with my tongue. 66:18 If I regard
wickedness in my heart, The Lord
will not hear; 66:19 But certainly
God has heard; He has given heed
to the voice of my prayer. 66:20
Blessed be God, Who has not
turned away my prayer Nor His
lovingkindness from me. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 66

66:12 You humbled us, you made
our creditors ride over our heads;
you judged us as if by fire and wa-
ter, and you brought us out to a
broad place. Another Targum: The
Medes and Greeks rode over us,
they passed over our heads; you
brought us among the Romans,
who judge us like the cruel Chal-
deans, who cast our father Abra-
ham into the fiery furnace, and the
Egyptians, who cast our infants
into the water; yet you brought us
up to freedom. 66:13 I will enter
your house with burnt-offerings,
I will pay you my vows. Another
Targum: Just as you have mercy on
us and redeem us, then we will en-
ter your sanctuary with burnt-of-
ferings and we will pay you
our vows. 66:14 Which opened
my lips, and my mouth spoke,
when I was in distress. 66:15 Fat
burnt-offerings I will offer in your
presence, with the sweet smell of
the sacrifice of rams; I will make
[sacrifice of] bulls with he-goats
forever. 66:16 Come hear, and 1
will tell all who fear God what he
has done for my soul. 66:17 I cried
out to him with my mouth, and his
praise was on my tongue. 66:18
If I saw falsehood in my heart,
would the Lord not hear? 66:19
Truly God has heard, he listened
to the sound of my prayer. 66:20
Blessed be God, who has not re-
moved my prayer and his favor
from me. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 66

66:12 Thou didst mount men upon
our heads; we went through the
fire and water; but thou broughtest
us out into a place of refreshment.
66:13 1 will go into thine house
with whole-burnt-offerings; I will
pay thee my vows, 66:14 which
my lips framed, and my mouth ut-
tered in my affliction. 66:15 I will
offer to thee whole-burnt-sacrific-
es full of marrow, with incense and
rams; [ will sacrifice to thee oxen
with goats. Pause. 66:16 Come,
hear, and I will tell, all ye that fear
God, how great things he has done
for my soul. 66:17 I cried to him
with my mouth, and exalted him
with my tongue. 66:18 If I have
regarded iniquity in my heart, let
not the Lord hearken to me. 66:19
Therefore God has hearkened to
me; he has attended to the voice
of my prayer. 66:20 Blessed be
God, who has not turned away my
prayer, nor his mercy from me.
(LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 66:1-20, the psalm opens saying 1¥°7;7 13217 W 0XIN? X
:PRT-22 0°779K 7 For the choir director. A Song. A Psalm. 66:1 Shout joyfully to God, all the earth (NASB)
David calls on all of the earth to praise the name of the Lord for His mighty works. Throughout the Scrip-
tures, the Name of God is very important, because this is how the Lord God distinguishes Israel from all the
other nations, and Himself from the gods the nations serve. The Name of the Lord is associated with the
presence of God in the midst of His people, as David said in 1 Samuel 17:45 Then David said to the Phi-
listine, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but | come to you in the name of the Lord of
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. (NASB) Studying the Scriptures, the Name

4 Copyright © 2015 MATSATI.COM Ministry
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is also related to the service of the Lord, praising and thanking the Lord by His Name for His deliverance
and Salvation. We know and love the Lord because He loved us, and the Lord commands not to profane the
Name. The Scriptures tell us we are called to wait upon the Name, because the Name of God is our Security
and Salvation. We are told that the ““Name” is the reason why God acts, and the Name is used in prophecy,
similar to what Yeshua said in Matthew 7:22 ““Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’
(NASB) The following is a short list of examples:

The Name of God and His Presence

Shemot / Exodus 20:24 “You shall make an altar of earth for Me, and you shall sacrifice on
it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen; in every place

where | cause My name to be remembered, | will come to you and bless you. (2ip»3-722
TPR7 TN NI RY-NY I W)

Shemot / Exodus 23:20-21, 23:21 “Behold, I am going to send an angel before you to guard
you along the way, and to bring you into the place which | have prepared. 23:21 ““Be on your
guard before him and obey his voice; do not be rebellious toward him, for he will not pardon

your transgression, since My name is in him. (7772 J72W% 72395 87 090 21k m37 D
DOYWDY KW X °2 12 1n-9% 1902 yRw1 1190 W XD 1N12T WK DIPRI-28 IX°2T2)
1272 "R 03)

Shemot / Exodus 33:19 And He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you,
and will proclaim the name of the Lord before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be

gracious, and will show compassion on whom | will show compassion.” (772yX IR X" B
DTN WR-NN CARET TN WN-N NEm P97 A1 0W3 NP 739-7Y 2210-73)

Shemot / Exodus 34:5 And the Lord descended in the cloud and stood there with him as he

Bamidbar / Numbers 6:27 “So they shall invoke My name on the sons of Israel, and | then
will bless them.” (:0272K *IX1 P8 °12-2¥ "NW-NX 1Y) 12)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:5 ““But you shall seek the Lord at the place which the Lord your
God shall choose from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and there

you shall come. (¥W-n§ DIWY 02°02W-227 0078 7iT M-WR DipHI-o8-08 °9 1
[TRY DR WITN W7 DY)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:11 then it shall come about that the place in which the Lord
your God shall choose for His name to dwell, there you shall bring all that I command you:
your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution of your hand, and

all your choice votive offerings which you will vow to the Lord. (\722-7WR 2ipng 0 X
DTN D71 DN MIER "IN WK-72 NN W0 7Y DY WY 1207 32 00 1T
T2 3770 W 0TI W 921 0T NI D TWYY)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:21 “If the place which the Lord your God chooses to put His
name is too far from you, then you may slaughter of your herd and flock which the Lord has

Copyright © 2015 MATSATI.COM Ministry 5



given you, as | have commanded you; and you may eat within your gates whatever you de-
sire. (FIN¥M T30 HOAN OV W D7 TR A1 0 WK DiPRT T PO KD

STWH1 NIR D2 WA APIRY ANMX WK 77 717 101 W)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 14:23-24, 14:23 ““And you shall eat in the presence of the Lord your
God, at the place where He chooses to establish His name, the tithe of your grain, your new
wine, your oil, and the first-born of your herd and your flock, in order that you may learn to
fear the Lord your God always. 14:24 ““And if the distance is so great for you that you are
not able to bring the tithe, since the place where the Lord your God chooses to set His name

Devarim / Deuteronomy 16:2 ““And you shall sacrifice the Passover to the Lord your God
from the flock and the herd, in the place where the Lord chooses to establish His name. (2
oY Y 1% I 0 MWK 0ippa 23 N ER 712 mop anan)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 16:6 but at the place where the Lord your God chooses to establish
His name, you shall sacrifice the Passover in the evening at sunset, at the time that you came
out of Egypt. (2792 NM023-NN N21A Y W 12W7 P28 71 I0R- WK 0ipRna-78-08 %3 )
D09 ANY Ty WRET Kia2)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 16:11 and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and
your son and your daughter and your male and female servants and the Levite who is in your
town, and the stranger and the orphan and the widow who are in your midst, in the place

777777

[DORIE-72 VI R AI-0WR WY Tay? Phav-2an)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 18:7 then he shall serve in the name of the Lord his God, like all
his fellow Levites who stand there before the Lord. (221737 1i8-222 1778 nim> awa nwy 1
11 °39% oY 0oTvY)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:2 that you shall take some of the first of all the produce of the
ground which you shall bring in from your land that the Lord your God gives you, and you
shall put it in a basket and go to the place where the Lord your God chooses to establish His

name. (AW 77 103 IR 717 WK T30 X020 WK TRIRT 79-92 | POWRIM ANRY) 2

QY W 12U R 71 0 R DIpRI-28 0227 XjY2)

The Torah speaks of the presence of God in the place that He will establish His Name. The author of He-
brews wrote that we are to pay particular attention to what we have heard, what we have read here in the
Scriptures. Notice how in similar fashion to the Torah, the author of Hebrews 2:12 writes, ““I will proclaim

6 Copyright © 2015 MATSATI.COM Ministry
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Thy name to My brethren, In the midst of the congregation | will sing Thy praise.”” (NASB) The context for
Hebrews 2 states the following:

Hebrews 2:1-12

2:1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we
do not drift away from it. 2:2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable,
and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 2:3 how will we escape
if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was
confirmed to us by those who heard, 2:4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and
wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.
2:5 For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking.
2:6 But one has testified somewhere, saying, ‘What is man, that You remember him? Or the
son of man, that You are concerned about him? 2:7 “You have made him for a little while
lower than the angels; You have crowned him with glory and honor, And have appointed him
over the works of Your hands; 2:8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet.” For
in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not
yet see all things subjected to him. 2:9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while
lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory
and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. 2:10 For it was
fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many
sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. 2:11 For both He
who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father for which reason He is
not ashamed to call them brethren, 2:12 saying, ‘I will proclaim Your name to My brethren,
In the midst of the congregation I will sing Your praise.” (NASB)

In Hebrews 2, the author draws upon the Torah to establish his point, for example, from Shemot / Exodus
23:20-21, he says 2:2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression
and disobedience received a just penalty, 2:3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After
it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard. (NASB) In Hebrews
2:12, the author is not ashamed to proclaim the Name to his brethren (Israel). This text is believed to be a

I will tell of Your name to my brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will praise You. (NASB) (see Hebrews
2:12) He continues saying : 7?87 ¥77-72 3217 1793) 373722 2Py ¥I1-92 39737 | 7312 R 72 22:23 You
who fear the Lord, praise Him; All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, And stand in awe of Him, all you
descendants of Israel. (NASB) Those who fear the Lord will praise Him. Those who do not fear the Lord do
not give Him praise. The fear of the Lord (71371 °X7?) is connected to Praise (371177:7) and glorifying (171722)
Him, by believing the Scriptures and what they say concerning the Lord and His Messiah Yeshua. David
says all of the descendants of Jacob glorify Him and stand in awe of Him. In Tehillim / Psalms 22, David
is thinking of the Torah and the mighty way in which the Lord delivered Israel from Egypt, by the way he
writes his psalm of all Israel standing in awe of the Lord and glorifying Him. In a similar fashion, the author
of Hebrews draws upon the Torah for his proof of our needing to place our faith in Yeshua the Messiah.

In Tehillim / Psalms 66, David again looks to the Torah for his reasons for calling upon all the earth to
praise the Name of the Lord. He calls upon the Scriptural account of God’s mighty works, turning the sea
into dry land (66:6), He watches the nations (66:7), He is the One who keeps our feet from slipping (6:8),
and for all of these things, He is to be praised, -1 2>17R? 18 3 :iN23R 7922 17w inW-7920 1w 2
199 TRW WL AW 9 NADY? | PINT-22 T N 90027 F7Y 12 YYD K79 66:2 Sing the
glory of His name; Make His praise glorious. 66:3 Say to God, ‘How awesome are Your works! Because
of the greatness of Your power Your enemies will give feigned obedience to You. 66:4 ‘All the earth will
worship You, And will sing praises to You; They will sing praises to Your name.’ Selah. (NASB) David says
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God’s glory and his power will cause His enemies, and the enemies of Israel to give the lord obedience. The
NASB states they will give him “Feigned” obedience. The Hebrew text does not say specifically that the

nations will feigned obedience, however, the Aramaic Targum states TP 12 72 19272° “your enemies will
speak a lie about their relationship™ with regard to the Lord, essentially saying they will *““feign obedience™
or even in the midst of the Lord’s mighty works, his enemies will deny him. David continues saying the
following in Tehillim / Psalms 66:2-9.

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 66:2-8

66:2 Sing the glory of His name; Make His praise glorious. 66:3 Say to God, ‘How awesome
are Your works! Because of the greatness of Your power Your enemies will give feigned obe-
dience to You. 66:4 “All the earth will worship You, And will sing praises to You; They will
sing praises to Your name.” Selah. 66:5 Come and see the works of God, Who is awesome in
His deeds toward the sons of men. 66:6 He turned the sea into dry land; They passed through
the river on foot; There let us rejoice in Him! 66:7 He rules by His might forever; His eyes
keep watch on the nations; Let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah. 66:8 Bless our
God, O peoples, And sound His praise abroad, 66:9 Who keeps us in life And does not allow
our feet to slip. (NASB)

-0 7Y 292 TWYH KII-70 2OI0R7 MK A N 1920 mow inw-7ian 1wy 2
NI DTN NI7Y9R WP A7 7 TR AW IR -1 T2 AW | YINT-02 TN
[ N2 P T A-NEEYI OV 2303 NI 0 AR [ 2197 VIO IR0 APy
WRPTNTY [ 00072 179 I (] w-oR [ oYien ippsn a2 Yry o7l

1937 LR 1NI-8D) 002 MY Own v :innn P

Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Toviyah / Psalms 66:2-9

66:2 Praise the glory of his name; set forth the glory of his praise. 66:3 Say in the presence
of God, “How fearful are your works! For all the abundance of your works, your enemies
will deny you.” 66:4 All the inhabitants of the earth will bow down before you, and they will
praise you, they will praise your name forever. 66:5 Come and see the works of God; fearful
is the lord of destiny to the sons of men. 66:6 He turned the Red Sea to dry land; the sons of
Israel crossed the river Jordan on their feet; he conveyed them to his holy mountain; there
will we rejoice in his word. 66:7 He who rules over the world in the power of his strength, his
eyes behold the Gentiles; let the disobedient not exalt themselves forever. 66:8 Bless God, O
Gentiles, and make the sound of his praise heard. 66:9 Who has designated our souls for the
life of the age to come, and has not allowed our feet to be shaken. (EMC)

TR N7 PAT A0 RAR QTP MR X SPAMAWIN PR MW AW 1R PR MAw 2
TNTP TITA0Y RYIN 2N DD T 17227 9V AR IR T0 2T JIWIW SYAI02 YO0 7AW
T°DIP0N "2 0T RIPKR O72W PAM PR 7 I7ROYY TR PINaw M T nawn Jap
TN 222X P2 DRAW 912 172 X171 712 RNIWSD AI0T KXY IOT Y IRWI C12 Y
NoAAY2A 1Y RNOY ¥ 7PN 722 0OWT TSN Y70 JAN RWITPM N2 WP 00
DR WINWRY 2 DIOR XOANY 12772 17 17ARYY 17 11PN 1N KD 1217707 PRoN0n

JRIAT RYTVIIORD 707 K21 ONRT RADYT 102 RIWDI "INT U °N02wn
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— Tehillim / Psalms 66 | 10 2710 790 —
Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 66:2-9

66:2 O sing praises to his name; give glory to his praise. 66:3 Say unto God, How awful are
thy works! through the greatness of thy power thine enemies shall lie to thee. 66:4 Let all the
earth worship thee, and sing to thee; let them sing to thy name. Pause. 66:5 Come and behold
the works of God; he is terrible in his counsels beyond the children of men. 66:6 Who turns
the sea into dry land; they shall go through the river on foot; there shall we rejoice in him,
66:7 who by his power is Lord over the age, his eyes look upon the nations; let not them that
provoke him be exalted in themselves. Pause. 66:8 Bless our God, ye Gentiles, and make the
voice of his praise to be heard; 66:9 who quickens my soul in life, and does not suffer my feet
to be moved. (LXX)

66:2 yahate o1 @ OvopaTt ovTod d0TE 0O&AV aivésel avTod 66:3 ginate 1@ Bed g PoPepa
T4 €pya cov €v T® TANOEL THG duVALEDS Gov yevoovtal oe ol £xBpol cov 66:4 mhca 1 Y1
TPOGKLVNCATMOAY GOl Kol YOAATOOHV 001 YoAdTOooV T® dvOUaTl Gov dbyaipa 66:5
dedte Kol 1dete T Epya ToD B0 PoPePOc £v POVANIG VTTEP TOVS VIOVE TAV AVOpOT®Y 66:6 O
UETOOTPEPMV TNV BdAaccav €ic ENpav &v ToTaud dteAedcovion Todi kel DPpavOncoLEda
En’ aVT® 66:7 T® deomolovtt €v Tf) duvaoteiq avTod 10D aidvog ol OPBuipol avtod £t Ta
£0vn EmPAEmovoty ol mopamikpaivovtes U VYyovsBwaay v EavTtoig dtnyaipa 66:8 eDAoyelTe
£€0vn Tov Bedv NUAV kal dkovticacsOe TV VIV THG aivésews avtod 66:9 10D Bepévov v
Yoy pov gig Lonv Kai pun 06vtog ig GAAOV TOLG TOJAG LLOV

The Aramaic Targum states, 66:7 He who rules over the world in the power of his strength, his eyes
behold the Gentiles; let the disobedient not exalt themselves forever. 66:8 Bless God, O Gentiles, and make
the sound of his praise heard. (EMC) The rabbis essentially are saying based on David’s words, that the
gentiles are also to worship the Lord. According to the Shema from Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:4-5, we read

‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! 6:5 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. (NASB) One aspect of the Lord’s greatness is found
within the Shema in the sense that in His Oneness we find His sovereignty over all peoples (all the world)
and not just for Israel. The idea is that if His sovereignty would be limited only to Israel, this would imply
and give credence to the Gentiles having valid gods. This however is not the case, and we know that there
is only One God according to the Scriptures. The Targum translation goes on to say, 66:9 Who has desig-

nated our souls for the life of the age to come, and has not allowed our feet to be shaken. (EMC) (°InT ©
INI?30 RYTVTPRD 07 X9Y NRT RAPYT °n2 RIwol) Note that the Aramaic text states ““d’olama daaty”
NXT XN9YT which is translated as ““in the age to come.” The text is not written ““olam haba’ as the world

to come. It is important to note the way the Aramaic Targum is written. The word ““daaty”” >NX7 has been
used idiomatically in the following ways ““(a) to loosen the bowels Syr. (b) to accomplish Syr. (c) to bring to
one’s mind Syr. (c.1) to pay attention Syr. (c.2) to understand Syr. (c.3) to recollect Syr. --(d) to put in writing
Syr. --(e) to place after, attach to Syr.”” This word and its idiomatic usage is important to study because of
the way the verse is written in the verse, the Lord designates our souls for the life of the age to come and has
not allowed our feet to be shaken. The Lord designates our lives to be lived in a particular way, specifically

according to His Torah. The phrase “‘world to come,” and the use of the word ““daaty” >NX7, draws in the
concept of paying attention, understanding, to bring to one’s mind, and to place our minds upon serving the
Lord both presently and in the future. The glory of God is found within His ability to set our feet securely
by guiding us in His Word, and keeping us in His Messiah Yeshua. I believe these concepts are brought out
by the way these Scriptures are translated into Aramaic.
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David continues in his Psalm and compares us to being refined by fire as silver is refined, where silver-
smiths look to see their reflection in order to determine the purity of the metal, 3J997% D778 1IN O

:A03-77%¥3 66:10 For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as silver is refined. (NASB) The Lord
establishes our feet according to His Word (the Scriptures). Does the Lord look at our purity based on this
comparison in the way in which we follow His Torah? Note that “purity”” in this sense is not related to our
““salvation” that has been established according to the covenant. This is about being obedient to His Word,
the purity of our hearts towards God that is evidenced by the desire we have to love, serve, and obey His
Word. This is the purpose of the Lord refining us by bringing calamity upon us, so that we are continually
seeking Him to move in our lives, to change our hearts, to work in the lives of others, etc. Do you believe
that is the way the Lord works? Some people interpret Scripture to say that God will not bring bad things
upon a person because of Yeshua the Messiah. For example, “by His stripes we are healed, therefore | de-
clare sickness to leave in Jesus’ name!” Is this type of interpretation true? David says the Lord causes men
to come against him and laid a heavy burden upon him, and these are compared to fire and water, which the
Lord brings upon him for the purpose of bringing him to the place of abundance. (66:12) If there is sickness
in your life, there may be a specific purpose that has been designed by God to draw you closer to Him, and
to draw others closer to Him through prayer.

In the Torah, when the Children of Israel moved in the wilderness, the way was led by the pillar of cloud
by day and pillar of fire by night accompanied by the Ark of the Covenant. These things were visible signs
that ““God Himself was Present.” When the people lived those 40 years in the wilderness, they were to make
a distinction between clean and unclean, holiness and unrighteousness. Later, when they entered the Prom-
ised land, they were told to do the same. Today, we are still called to identify between what is holy and what
is unholy. Holiness, according to the Torah and the Hebrew language, simply means to set apart as special,
that which is holy is set apart from the ordinary of everyday. Unholy things are those things which are com-
mon, showing a lack of refinement and profane. The concept of unholiness represents the deliberate lack of
respect and blasphemous. Note that the word ““profane” is derived from the Latin word “profanus” which
means literally ““outside the temple.” Take the word “profanity,” it is most often deliberately and actively
opposed to the holiness of the heart and the lips, which is the point of the second and third commandments
(do not worship false gods, and make no graven images), setting the standard for separation of the sacred
and the profane. This leads us back to the first and greatest commandment to fear and to love the Lord
your God with all of your heart, and all of your soul and your entire mind taken from the Shema (Devarim /
Deuteronomy 6:4-10). Holiness is the proper standard of respect for our body, our minds, and for the Lord,
which includes love, honor, and obedience to the commands, all of which are expected from us by God. Do
you believe these things cease today in Yeshua the Messiah?

David in his psalm suggests that trials are sent from God. The trials of God are meant to refine us, to
make us and to mold us into His image. According to Tehillim / Psalms 11, David said, “The Lord tries the
righteous, but the wicked and him that loves violence His soul hates (11:5), and the prophet Malachi said,
““the wicked is Ishmael, and him who loves violence is Esau, of whom God said, but Esau | hated (Malachi
1:3).” Both Ishmael and Esau hated their inheritances and the covenant of God. Both chose wives from the
people of the land of Canaan, taking their gods, their ways, their daughters, and adding them as part of their
own family and lives. As children of the Most High God, when we live our lives according to God’s ways,
and He is glorified. We set Him upon the throne of our lives. With the Lord’s help, in His Son Yeshua the
Messiah, we are able to live our lives wholly devoted to Him. Ask the Lord right now to help you to live
according to His will and purpose for your life!

David continues in his psalm saying the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 66:10-15
66:10 For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as silver is refined. 66:11 You
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— Tehillim / Psalms 66 | 10 2710 790 —
brought us into the net; You laid an oppressive burden upon our loins. 66:12 You made men
ride over our heads; We went through fire and through water, Yet You brought us out into a
place of abundance. 66:13 | shall come into Your house with burnt offerings; I shall pay You
my vows, 66:14 Which my lips uttered And my mouth spoke when | was in distress. 66:15 |
shall offer to You burnt offerings of fat beasts, With the smoke of rams; | shall make an offer-
ing of bulls with male goats. Selah. (NASB)

T APIRI TRYIN MY ATIXAIANNAT X Q-8 NNPIL TR N3 0
2773 97 QYR NIV 002 RIaR 0 007 uRONIA 27927 WRI-1IND RYRIY WK P29
23 AYYN DX N0R-0Y TP-M7YK R NV 0 09-783 °5-137) NOY W-WR T

;170 DY 7IRY-0Y

Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Toviyah / Psalms 66:10-15

66:10 For you have tried us, O God, you have refined us like a smith who refines silver. An-
other Targum: For you have tried [us], for you have tested our fathers, O God; you exiled
them among the kingdoms; you found them refined as one who purifies silver. 66:11 You
brought us into the net, you placed chains on our loins. Another Targum: You brought us into
Egypt as into a net; you placed the rule of the Babylonians upon us, and we became like one
on whose loins chains of trouble are placed. 66:12 You humbled us, you made our creditors
ride over our heads; you judged us as if by fire and water, and you brought us out to a broad
place. Another Targum: The Medes and Greeks rode over us, they passed over our heads;
you brought us among the Romans, who judge us like the cruel Chaldeans, who cast our fa-
ther Abraham into the fiery furnace, and the Egyptians, who cast our infants into the water;
yet you brought us up to freedom. 66:13 | will enter your house with burnt-offerings, I will
pay you my vows. Another Targum: Just as you have mercy on us and redeem us, then we
will enter your sanctuary with burnt-offerings and we will pay you our vows. 66:14 Which
opened my lips, and my mouth spoke, when | was in distress. 66:15 Fat burnt-offerings I will
offer in your presence, with the sweet smell of the sacrifice of rams; | will make [sacrifice of]
bulls with he-goats forever. (EMC)

RINTAR KRN0 OI1IR RNIT2 Q1IN KN IR0 TAAT IRIP 77 RININR RIPR RINIT2 21K
RINDUR K> :XODD PPI0T XNI X7 OPPT PN’ RNAIWKR RNNOPR 912 1107 RO2AR RN
'R722 NN RNOMW RNTEA 7°0 02822 RINPOYR RN IRIXITA RNOVIW RO RNTIRAD
RNDITM 7 RN2DIR RINIRAR 2> XIXIM XPY KOOV WR 2w 19K 19107 RIM RI9Y
SRIPYORTA RIPY 227 RN IRNMA? RINPORT 15271 7152 RNI2 79 77 RIN® RNIT RIW™M ¥
TINR2 O77I2R AR T ORT?D PRITIND KINY P°1777 XD 912 RINYR RIW HY 19750
DOWR 7Y TWIPIN NP2 NP7 PIWOR X0 RN RINPOOKRT X°A2 RIPI® 1T ORIXM X2
70 IRITTI TN QYW MDY TWIRIA D327 2001 IN° P10 KI1AAIN P72 RN T 0
TR0 NTVP QY TAP TATP POOR PINRY MY 0 0 PYTA OmID D29mY SNND0 N9 07
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 66:10-15
66:10 For thou, O God, has proved us; thou hast tried us with fire as silver is tried. 66:11
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Thou broughtest us into the snhare; thou laidest afflictions on our back. 66:12 Thou didst
mount men upon our heads; we went through the fire and water; but thou broughtest us out
into a place of refreshment. 66:13 | will go into thine house with whole-burnt-offerings; I
will pay thee my vows, 66:14 which my lips framed, and my mouth uttered in my affliction.
66:15 I will offer to thee whole-burnt-sacrifices full of marrow, with incense and rams; 1 will
sacrifice to thee oxen with goats. Pause. (LXX)

66:10 611 €doxipacag Muas 6 Bedg EMbpmoag NUAS O TVpodTOL TO dpyVpLoV 66:11 gionyayeg
nuog eig v mayida £€0ov OAiyelg €nt Tov vdtov MUdY 66:12 énefifacag dvOpdmovg &ni
TOG KEPAANG UMV SMABouEV 010 TVPOS Kol VOATOG Kol EENyaryeg Mdg eig avayvymy 66:13
gloekevooparl €ig TOV 01kOV 6oV &V OLOKOVTOUAGTY ATodDOGMm GOt TAG EVYAG LoV 66:14 d¢
diéotethev Ta el pHov Kol ELAANGEY TO ot pov &v T OAlyel pov 66:15 dlokovtdpoTo
pepaA®UEVE dvoicm oot petd Bupidpoatog Kol kpidv momo® oot POag HETA YULAPOV
Sty oo

David says, 66:10 For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as silver is refined. (NASB) and the
Aramaic Targum states, 66:10 For you have tried us, O God, you have refined us like a smith who refines
silver. Another Targum: For you have tried [us], for you have tested our fathers, O God; you exiled them
among the kingdoms; you found them refined as one who purifies silver. (EMC) How does the Lord sending
one into exile among the kingdoms cause Israel to be refined? Note that David’s words in the MT do not say
““exile among the kingdoms,”” the Aramaic Targum does, which in a sense dates the writing of the Targum as
compared to the writing of the Psalm, the Targum come much later following the Babylonian exile. But it
is important to try to understand what the rabbis are trying to say; how does exile cause one to be refined as
silver? It could be this is a reference to the people who are in exile seeking the Lord, repenting, and desiring
to return to His ways. The rabbis are saying that exile refines by reason of our seeking the Lord to return
us to the place He has prepared for us. Similar to illness and sickness, these things come due to the Lord
working in our lives by drawing us back to Him. (Note that illness may also come as a result of our own
abuses to our bodies, or environmental circumstances, but regardless of this, the Lord is still at work and is
able to heal.)

David also told us in Tehillim / Psalms 12 that the words of the Lord are Pure, N1I2K 737 MR 7
:DONYIY PRIN TING 27782 37% 792 NiNtY 12:6 The words of the Lord are pure words; As silver tried in a
furnace on the earth, refined seven times. (NASB) According to Tehillim / Psalms 12:6, the purity of God’s
word is described as silver that has been purified (tried) in a furnace and refined seven times. Elsewhere,
Scripture also tells us that the Lord works on His people to ““refine them like silver and test them like gold™
in Zechariah 13:9, like a smelter purifies silver, the Lord purifies and refines the people like gold according
to Malachi 3:1-4. There are quite a few more verses that describe God as one who refines us using Fire. It
is interesting how David says that the Lord has caused his people to pass through fire and water, making a
reference to the Torah and God’s deliverance and mighty hand. Malachi 3:3 (7701 792 270VMI 9737 W
TIRTNA A0IN YOM T1T°R 1901 19221 2599 anK PRI M127°12°NY) is interesting with regard to David’s words
since the prophet uses of the word “taher” (77JU»1) and “tihar” (770)) from the Hebrew root word meaning
“be clean, pure” or “ritually pure” in the sense of making or declaring ceremonially clean. Verse 3:3 be-
gins with ““Ve’yashav” (2¥°)) meaning ““He will sit” indicating that God sits and works on us with fire. The
construction of this sentence suggests this is to be understood that God is working as a sanctifying influence
in our lives. This is especially interesting with regard to David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 66:10 which
states, :PD-71¥ 1ADIY 0°77K 1NN ° 66:10 For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as
silver is refined. (NASB) where David uses the word 7% meaning ““to join, attach, combine, be purified.”
The Lord is joining us with Him through His commands, we learn by obedience and to have a regard for
holiness in our lives for God’s glory. According to the silver smith, one must sit and watch with his eyes
fixed on the furnace during the time for the refining of silver. Silver must be kept in the flame only long
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enough to remove the dross and the silver smith scoops off the dross and throws it away. If the time required
is exceeded the silver would become injured or damaged. This imagery is beautiful, because according to
the Scriptures God is working to sanctify us in our lives and He literally sits and watches very carefully
while he refines us. Based upon these Scriptures, the trials we go through do not come at random but are
carefully crafted by God to work and to mold us into the likeness of His son Yeshua the Messiah so that as
the Targum says, He finds us as one who has been refined as silver. Note that a refiner’s job is complete
when he can see his own image reflected back in the silver. The Lord God is sitting, working, refining, and
purifying us so that we may reflect back to Him an image of Himself, which as you know, is in the image
of the Messiah Yeshua. This is confirmed in His promise in Zechariah 13:9 that says 13:9 ‘And | will bring
the third part through the fire, Refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call
on My name, And | will answer them; | will say, ‘They are My people,” And they will say, ‘The Lord is my
God.” NASB (32 X7?° | NI 27777N% 11232 DRI A92T°NN 7782 D°A9IWI WRI MMWIWINY IR
SRR 1T MRS RIT) RIT ORY ONTAK IR TIYN °IX) Notice how those who have been refined and tested,
the Lord will hear and answer their prayer. Based upon this study, the Lord tests and refines us through trials
for the purpose of drawing us back to Himself and to His ways. Those whom the Lord hears and answers
are the ones who seek the Lord with all their heart and put their faith into action according to His Word (the
Scriptures). Isn’t this what Paul meant when he said “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18)? Our experiences, past, present, and future, intersect and
weave together to reveal the true tapestry of God’s handwork in our lives which is to draw us to Him to be
His people. Praise the Lord for the work that He performs in us each day! The evidence of this is found
in His transforming us in such a way that upholds the Word of God in our lives. Do you uphold the Word
of God in your life? This means that as we trust in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and as we trust in
Yeshua the Messiah, our lives will demonstrate our faith by our obedience to His commands. If your live is
like this then you are truly a child of God.

David continues saying, that it is our duty to tell others about the work the Lord has done in our lives
saying, U917 T0Y WK D08 RT-22 790K WHY 107 T 66:16 Come and hear, all who fear God,
And I will tell of what He has done for my soul.(NASB) Do you give testimony to others how the Lord has
worked in your life? David concludes his Psalm saying the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 66:18-20

66:18 If | regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear; 66:19 But certainly God
has heard; He has given heed to the voice of my prayer. 66:20 Blessed be God, Who has not
turned away my prayer Nor His lovingkindness from me. (NASB)

T2 D 00700 PP DWRH DTN YW N W OIIR | 0w K7 272 KON TN
PNRR 70 “N79N0 OT-X? WK D0

Targum Pseudo Jonathan
Toviyah / Psalms 66:18-20
66:18 If I saw falsehood in my heart, would the Lord not hear? 66:19 Truly God has heard,

he listened to the sound of my prayer. 66:20 Blessed be God, who has not removed my prayer
and his favor from me. (EMC)

SNIPX DR MUK RAOR VAW RUWIP2 0 T YA RY T qWORT 2292 noan PR Y
2197 P21 NIPY YTYR RDT O RIOR U2 D

Copyright © 2015 MATSATIL.COM Ministry 13



Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 66:18-20

66:18 If | have regarded iniquity in my heart, let not the Lord hearken to me. 66:19 Therefore
God has hearkened to me; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 66:20 Blessed be God,
who has not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me. (LXX)

66:18 aowciav i €Bemdpovv €v Kapdig Lov un| eicakovsdtom KHPLog 66:19 610 TodTo EloNKOVGEY
pov 0 Bedg mpocéoyev i) PV ThS deNce®S Lov 66:20 eDA0YNTOG O BeOG Og OVK ATEGTNTEY
TNV TPOGEVYNV LOL Kol TO EAE0C aTOD A’ LoD

David says, :)AR% 37X | vayh &9 2292 "nOK7-OX I8 1710 66:18 If | regard wickedness in my heart, The
Lord will not hear; (NASB) Do you think this Scripture has application for our lives today? Under what
conditions would the Lord, our Father in heaven, hear our prayers and under what conditions would He not
hear our prayers? If one is living in sin, would one still be presentable to go before the Lord in prayer? This
idea of present-ability (our being presentable before God), how does Yeshua relate to our being heard by our
Father in heaven? Does our having entered into a covenant with God in Yeshua cause the Father to auto-
matically always hear our prayers? The point is that we should know the One before whom we go when we
pray. He is holy, righteous, and true. The Scriptures say that He is a consuming fire. Should one go before
the Lord asking for anything without first seeking the Lord for the forgiveness of sins? This seems to be the
whole point of David words, AR 378 | ¥n¢° 8D %292 °0°KI-OX 11X 1717 66:18 If | regard wickedness in
my heart, The Lord will not hear. (NASB) Do you grieve over your sins? Have you bled in your resistance
against sin in your life? (see Hebrews 12:4) These are all important points to consider as believers in Yeshua
and being the people and children of God. This seems to be brought out in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians
in 1 Corinthians 12:22-25.

1 Corinthians 12:22-25

12:22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weak-
er are necessary; 12:23 and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on
these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much
more presentable, 12:24 whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God
has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 12:25
so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care
for one another. (NASB)

220 TTOAAGD PAALOV TaL SOKODVTA LEAT TOD COUATOC AGOEVESTEPA DTLAPYELY AVOLYKOTG EGTLY,
Bicad 6 dokoDpev ATidTEPO EIVAL TOD GOUNTOG, TOVTOLC TIUNV TEPIGGOTEpAY TEPLTifepey, Kol
TO AoYNUOVO HUMY EVOYNUOCVVIV TEPIGCOTEPOY EYEL, 2*T0 OE edoYRUOVO HUMY 0V Ypeiov
Eyel. AALG 0 BEOC cLVEKEPAGEY TO OMUA, TG VOTEPOVUEVED TEPICTOTEPAY OVG TIUNV, 2 Tva U
N oyiopa év ¢ copatt, GAAY TO a0Td VIEP GAAMAMY HEPIUVAGTY TO LEAN.

When Paul talks about people who are part of the body of the Messiah, what exactly is Paul referring to?
Some ““seem to be weaker,” whom ““we think less honorable,” and ““unpresentable parts.”” Here the use of
the word dokeo seems to be an opinion, but Paul does not say whether this opinion is right or wrong. The
use of the word “unpresentable” is based upon a judgment that is being made. The idea may be that we are
not to regard a person from a human point of view, from the flesh (sarx), as we once had regarded Yeshua
from a human point of view (sarx), we now no longer regard Yeshua in such a way. The point of Paul’s
words is that we are to regard everyone with equal value before God, Yeshua was also all about reaching out
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to the outcasts of society; could that idea be at play, here? When we think about being presentable before
God, realize that the Lord does not look at man in the way that we do. Paul talks about being presentable
before God by man’s standards, man tends to value a person by their position in life, their financial income,
what they look like. On the contrary, the Lord looks at the heart, as David said, regarding iniquity in the
heart leads to the Lord not regarding our prayer. This understanding is similar to what Yeshua taught in Mat-
thew 5:43-48, John 13:34-35 and 17:20-23, that God’s children are to show love in a significantly greater
capacity, more than to those who they would naturally love, but also to love your enemies, pray for them,
feed them, etc.

David concludes saying, *N790 °03-K? WK D°778 N2 D 0900 P2 20WRD 0oI0R YU 1R W)
17071 66:19 But certainly God has heard; He has given heed to the voice of my prayer. 66:20 Blessed be
God, Who has not turned away my prayer Nor His lovingkindness from me. (NASB) He believed the Lord
heard his prayer because he was not living in sin, and that his desire is to serve the Lord and to walk in His
ways! Something David continually brings out in his psalms thus far is the importance of our consistently
looking to the Lord for His help, and for His sustaining power. We are to live repentant lives, humble be-
fore God, and gentle with one another, having a desire to study His Word, being quick to pray and slow to
speak, and the list can go on. These things should be characteristic of our lives, and is consistent with what
is taught in the Torah. Let’s pray!

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 66 has 1 part. Reading through the Midrash
we will be looking at Part 1. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 66, Parts 1.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 66, Part 1

Part 1

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n177 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying ““For the leader.
A song, a psalm. Shout unto God, all the earth; sing forth the honor of His name (Tehillim / Psalms
66:1-2).”

» The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “These words are to be con-
sidered in the light of what Scripture says elsewhere, For them will I turn to the peoples a pure lan-
guage, that they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve Him with one consent (Zephaniah
3:9).”

« The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis comment upon
David’s words asking the question of the service of a man before God. The answer is that a man’s
service is prayer.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal by providing reasons to pray and to praise the name of the Lord.

» The Concluding phrase says, ““So, too, the sons of Korach said, O clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout unto God with the voice of triumph (Tehillim / Psalms 47:2). Why? Because the Lord Most
High, fearful, will be the great King over all the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 47:3). Then The Lord will
be King over all the earth; in that day will the Lord be one, and His name one (Zephaniah 14:9).”

Midrash Tehillim 66, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°10%77 212°7) saying “For the leader. A
song, a psalm. Shout unto God, all the earth; sing forth the honor of His name (Tehillim / Psalms 66:1-2).”
The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “These words are to be considered in the light of what
Scripture says elsewhere, For them will I turn to the peoples a pure language, that they may all call upon
the name of the Lord, to serve Him with one consent (Zephaniah 3:9).” Notice how the rabbis say, all will
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call upon the name of the Lord with one consent. The midrash continues and the rabbis say the following:

Rabbi Johanan taught, What is the service of the Holy One blessed be He? It is prayer.
Moshe implied this when he said, And it will come to pass, if you will hearken diligently unto
My commandments which | commanded you this day, to love the Lord your God, to serve
Him with all your heart (Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:13). What, then, is the service that a
man may render to God? It is none other than prayer; as Scripture says, Serve the Lord with
gladness; come before His presence with singing (Tehillim / Psalms 100:2), and further O
come, let us sing unto the Lord; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation (Tehillim /
Psalms 95:1). (Midrash Tehillim 66, Part 1)

On a very basic level, prayer expresses both our faith and our belief in God. When one prays, he is exer-
cising his faith in the Lord in heaven and recognizes that his life is dependent upon the Lord. When we pray,
we are acknowledging the Lord as the one who is in control of all, and that it is within His ability to deliver
us from our hardship. And because of His mercy and grace, in our time of need, we can go to Him for help,
and it does not matter how trivial the need may be. Prayer alone is not what the rabbis are speaking of since
obedience to the commands are coupled to the service of the Lord that is expected of us. The service that the
Lord expects of us is act of providing help and love for others, act of offering our time, work or labor in the
sense of serving others, our faith functions as a part of our reaching out to others because we are supposed
to have love for one another. The important point is that we need to rely upon the Lord for all things. The
following Scriptures illustrate this point:

Mishley / Proverbs 3:5
3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. (ESV)

Jeremiah 17:5-9

Thus says the Lord: ““Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength,
whose heart turns away from the Lord. He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any
good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt
land. “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. He is like a tree
planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes,
for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to
bear fruit.”” The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand
it? (ESV)

Isaiah 26:4
26:4 Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock. (ESV)

2 Corinthians 4:16-18

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being re-
newed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight
of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things
that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are
eternal. (ESV)

Philippians 4:19

4:19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ
Jesus. (ESV)
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1 Peter 5:7
5.7 Casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. (ESV)

Midrash Tehillim 66, Part 1 states that the Torah refers to prayer as “the service of the heart,” making ref-
erence to Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:13.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:8-16

11:8 “You shall therefore keep every commandment which 1 am commanding you today, so
that you may be strong and go in and possess the land into which you are about to cross to
possess it; 11:9 so that you may prolong your days on the land which the Lord swore to your
fathers to give to them and to their descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey. 11:10
‘For the land, into which you are entering to possess it, is not like the land of Egypt from
which you came, where you used to sow your seed and water it with your foot like a vegetable
garden. 11:11 “But the land into which you are about to cross to possess it, a land of hills
and valleys, drinks water from the rain of heaven, 11:12 a land for which the Lord your God
cares; the eyes of the Lord your God are always on it, from the beginning even to the end of
the year. 11:13 ‘It shall come about, if you listen obediently to my commandments which | am
commanding you today, to love the Lord your God and to serve Him with all your heart and
all your soul, 11:14 that He will give the rain for your land in its season, the early and late
rain, that you may gather in your grain and your new wine and your oil. 11:15 ‘He will give
grass in your fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied. 11:16 ‘Beware that your
hearts are not deceived, and that you do not turn away and serve other gods and worship
them. (NASB)

The idea is that loving the Lord and serving Him is to be done with all the heart, including obedience to the
commands. Rambam (Maimonides) writes that “prayer without concentration is akin to a lifeless body.”
The Zohar goes so far as to refer to prayer as the “spinal cord” of Judaism. The concept of Kavanah is also
an important aspect of prayer. Kavanah is the intense mental concentration on what one is praying for. For
example, prayer requires our understanding of the words of the prayer, and not merely reciting the sounds.
This can be a problem for some who use liturgical Hebrew, where one simply recites by route. The Mishnah
however in Pirkei Avot 2:13 states that one is not to pray by route.

Pirkei Avot 2:13

Rabbi Shimon says: Be careful in the reciting of the Shema and the Shemoneh Esrei. When
you pray, do not make your prayers routine, but rather a plea for mercy and supplications
before God, as is written (Joel 2:13), “For [God] is gracious and merciful, He is slow to
anger, and abundant with kindness, and relents from punishment.”” Do not be wicked before
yourself.

NPX V2R 70?90 WYR 9K ,2900n TORY .(7700) YW NRMR2 117, RIR 1vRY 22
27 272X TN KIT DI 0 02 (2,2 PR MY LKA 302 Dipai 2197 20nIgn) ovnn
ITRXY 2393 YY) TN 9N YT 2Y O o7

The point is that if one uses liturgy, use the prayers as a guide for seeking the Lord’s mercy. Midrash Tehil-
lim 66, Part 1 continues saying “Your God whom you serve continually (Daniel 6:17). For how did Daniel
serve God? By prayer, as it is said, And he kneeled upon the knees three times a day and prayed (Daniel
6:11).” Originally, the mitzvah to pray did not include a specific time. We should always be ready to pray,
or as the Apostle Paul said, in Ephesians 6:18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit,
and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, (NASB) and to the
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Thessalonians in 1 Thessalonians 5:16 Rejoice always; 5:17 pray without ceasing; 5:18 in everything give
thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (NASB)

Following the destruction of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem in 423 BCE, Israel was carried away into
exile to Babylon for seventy years. A new generation of people were born in the Diaspora and as a result
of this, they were not fluent in Hebrew. The people spoke a number of languages, Aramaic and Greek, with
maybe a smattering of Hebrew (a few words here or there most likely). In order to address the issue of
language, Ezra the Scribe together with the Men of the Great Assembly, translated the Scriptures into Ara-
maic (the Targumim) and established a standard text for prayer in Hebrew. In addition, they instituted three
times for daily prayer: morning, afternoon and night. In addition to the three prayers, a fourth prayer was
added after the morning prayers on Shabbat and Jewish holidays, which center around the Amidah, a series
of nineteen blessings. The morning and evening prayers also incorporate the Shema, as per the mitzvah to
recite it morning and night.

The rabbis say that the Torah refers to prayer as ““the service of the heart,” and continue saying the fol-
lowing.

Say unto God, How fearful is Your work. Through the greatness of Your might will Your en-
emies dwindle away before You. All the earth will worship You. (Tehillim / Psalms 66:3-4).
Even as it was said to God at the Red Sea, Who is like unto You, O Lord, among the mighty?
(Shemot / Exodus 15:11), so now, | say to God, How fearful is Your work. Through the great-
ness of Your might will Your enemies dwindle away before You. All the earth will worship
You. This, Isaiah also said, And it will come to pass that from one new moon to another,
and from one Sabbath to another, will all flesh come to worship before Me, says the Lord
(Isaiah 66:23). This is also said in the verse, All nations whom You have made will come
and worship before You, O Lord; and nations worship You, but All the earth will worship You
(Tehillim / Psalms 66:4). Why so? Because flesh and blood will no longer have rule and
dominion. (Midrash Tehillim 66, Part 1)

The interpretation, on the opening verses of the psalm is that all the earth will worship the Lord. This is
stated explicitly in the Aramaic Targum, Tehillim / Psalms 66:1-4, saying 66:1 For praise. A praise song.
Shout for joy in the presence of the Lord, all inhabitants of the earth. 66:2 Praise the glory of his name;
set forth the glory of his praise. 66:3 Say in the presence of God, ““How fearful are your works! For all the
abundance of your works, your enemies will deny you.” 66:4 All the inhabitants of the earth will bow down
before you, and they will praise you, they will praise your name forever. (EMC) It is interesting how the
midrash interprets that God’s enemies will dwindle away because of the power of His might, and yet all the
earth will worship the Lord. There are those from the nations who will join themselves with Israel, and there
are those who will not. The proof text for this is taken from Isaiah 66, Scripture that speaks of the last days
and on the return of the Lord.

Isaiah 66:15-24

66:15 For behold, the Lord will come in fire And His chariots like the whirlwind, To render
His anger with fury, And His rebuke with flames of fire. 66:16 For the Lord will execute judg-
ment by fire And by His sword on all flesh, And those slain by the Lord will be many. 66:17
‘Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go to the gardens, Following one in the center,
Who eat swine’s flesh, detestable things and mice, will come to an end altogether,” declares
the Lord. 66:18 ‘For | know their works and their thoughts; the time is coming to gather all
nations and tongues. And they shall come and see My glory. 66:19 ‘I will set a sign among
them and will send survivors from them to the nations: Tarshish, Put, Lud, Meshech, Rosh,
Tubal and Javan, to the distant coastlands that have neither heard My fame nor seen My glo-
ry. And they will declare My glory among the nations. 66:20 ‘Then they shall bring all your
brethren from all the nations as a grain offering to the Lord, on horses, in chariots, in litters,
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on mules and on camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem,’ says the Lord, ‘just as the sons
of Israel bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the Lord. 66:21 ‘I will
also take some of them for priests and for Levites,” says the Lord. 66:22 ‘For just as the new
heavens and the new earth Which | make will endure before Me,” declares the Lord, ‘So your
offspring and your name will endure. 66:23 ‘And it shall be from new moon to nhew moon
And from sabbath to sabbath, All mankind will come to bow down before Me,” says the Lord.
66:24 “Then they will go forth and look On the corpses of the men Who have transgressed
against Me. For their worm will not die And their fire will not be quenched; And they will be
an abhorrence to all mankind.” (NASB)

What appears to be going on in Isaiah 66 is the Lord returns, brings judgment upon the earth, establishes His
kingdom, and re-establishes his covenant and the Temple sacrifices. The midrash takes this eschatological
event to show how all of the earth will worship the Lord. The reason given for all the earth worshiping the
Lord is “Because flesh and blood will no longer have rule and dominion.” The Lord has established His
reign, and those who opposed the Lord are destroyed, as Isaiah 66:24 states, 66:24 ‘Then they will go forth
and look On the corpses of the men Who have transgressed against Me. For their worm will not die And
their fire will not be quenched; And they will be an abhorrence to all mankind.” (NASB) The description that
is given of those who perish, is that their bodies will continue to be eaten, and the fire the Lord started (Isa-
iah 66:15) will not be quenched, sounds a lot like the descriptions we have run into previously on Gehenna.
(see Tehillim / Psalms 11)

Gehenna is a place of separation, torment, and suffering. Based upon the rabbinic usage on Gehenna,
Hell, and Sheol, one can draw the conclusion that Gehenna and Hell are synonymous words. In Midrash
Tehillim 11, Part 6, over against the righteous, the wicked will have seven habitations in Gehenna (Hell).
The book ““Jewish Views of the Afterlife” by Simcha Paul Raphael, pg. 141, states in the apocryphal liter-
ature both Sheol and Gehenna appear interchangeable, in the rabbinic literature Gehenna is the term used
most frequently to describe the realm of punitive retribution. In Midrash Tehillim 11, Part 6, similarly to
the Talmud Bavli, Tractate Erubin, Rabbi Joshua son of Levi lists seven of the original names of Gehenna

each of which is based upon a biblical passage. Sheol (?18W, nether-world, Jonah 2:2), Abaddon (172X,
Destruction, Tehillim / Psalms 88:12), Tselmavet (mn%x, shadow of death, Tehillim / Psalms 107:10), Erets

Takhtit (n°N7N 17OX, Underworld, Talmud Bavli, tractate Erubin 19a), Erets Nesiya (7°21 7N, realm of

forgetfulness), Gehinnom (2373°3), and Dumah (7717, realm of silence, Midrash Tehillim 11, Part 6). Note
that these seven names are not fixed. Other names that have been used are Beer Shakhat (Corruption, see
Tehillim / Psalms 16:10), Bor Shaon (Horrible Pit) or Tit HaYaven (Miry Clay, see Tehillim / Psalms 40:3).
The rabbinic tradition on Gehenna provides us with the understand that seven different names come to rep-
resent seven different regions within Gehenna, to which the wicked are judiciously dispatched, as is record-
ed in the midrash saying, “Behold! There are seven habitations for the wicked ... according to their works
...”" (Midrash Tehillim 11, Part 6). The synoptic gospels use the word “Gehenna’ eleven times to describe
life reserved for those who are not in the Kingdom of God (Mark 9:43-48). Gehenna is a place where both
the soul and the body are destroyed (Matthew 10:28) in “unquenchable fire” (Mark 9:43). Gehenna is also
mentioned in the Epistle of James 3:6, (kai 1} YAdcca wdp, 0 kOGHog g dokiag, 1] YAdoco kabictaton €v
T01g péAeSY U@V, N omhodca dAov 10 odpa Kol eroyilovoa TOV TpoyoVv THg Yevésews Kol roylopévn
V10 TG Yeévvng, 3:6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our mem-
bers as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.
NASB) It is said that Hell (Gehenna yeévvnc) sets the tongue on fire, and the tongue in turn sets on fire the
entire ““‘course” of life.

Midrash Tehillim 66, Part 1 states that the Torah refers to prayer as ““the service of the heart,” along with
all the earth coming before the Lord at His Holy Hill, to worship Him with one consent, shows that our wor-
shiping Him is a matter of the heart. We also know that our hearts are the place by which our tongues are set
on fire. The point that James is making (James 3:6) is that the tongue defiles the body, sets on fire the entire
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course of our lives, which is set on fire by hell. The concept being put forward here is that the tongue is the
outlet for the full range of iniquity. Note again that the Greek word used here marks the significance of the
issue, Gehenna (yeévvng), the location of a valley that was turned into a waste dump and is set on fire to burn
the garbage, the location in ancient times where human sacrifice was occurring. Do the words that come out
of your mouth smell like smoldering trash, or worse yet, human sacrifice? James says that the tongue no
man can tame (3:7-8) discussing the capability of man to tame his own tongue. The point is having faith in
the Messiah Yeshua, and the indwelling of God’s Holy Spirit, the Lord gives us the power to overcome by
transforming our hearts so that it is possible to take full control of the tongue. What is impossible with man,
with God all things are possible (Matthew 19:26). In addition, King Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 5:1-7:

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

5:1 Guard your steps as you go to the house of God and draw near to listen rather than to of-
fer the sacrifice of fools; for they do not know they are doing evil. 5:2 Do not be hasty in word
or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and
you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few. 5:3 For the dream comes through much
effort and the voice of a fool through many words. 5:4 When you make a vow to God, do not
be late in paying it; for He takes no delight in fools. Pay what you vow! 5:5 It is better that
you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. 5:6 Do not let your speech cause
you to sin and do not say in the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why
should God be angry on account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands? 5:7 For
in many dreams and in many words there is emptiness. Rather, fear God. (NASB)
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Solomon says to “shemor” (W), to “keep™ or “guard” your feet on the path to the house of the Lord. The
guarding of one’s steps is to keep watch that one does not go off the path towards sin. What is the Sacrifice
of fools? Solomon is saying that it is better to avoid sin than to offer sacrifices; but, if offered, they should
be presented in a repentant attitude, and not merely, as fools offer them, for the purpose of complying with
the Law. This is similar to what is written in the Talmud Bavli Berakhot 23a.

Talmud Bavli Berakhot 23a
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Rabbi Shmuel Nachmani said Rabbi Jonathan MD (Ecclesiastes 4:17) Keep your foot when
you go to the house of God, keep yourself from sin, if sin comes before the sacrifice, then
draw near to hear (the words of the wise ones / Sages) Raba said Hoyi, draw near to hear the
words of the wise, if sinners bring a sacrifice and do Teshuvah, a gift of the fools [sacrifice]
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Do not be as fools that sin and bring a sacrifice and do not perform Teshuvah, for they know
not that they do evil as compared to the righteous. They will be as fools that sin and bring
sacrifice and they will not know what is good, they come with evil, they come to the Lord not
knowing the difference between good and evil.

The idea is that the fool brings a sacrifice by route, just to fulfill the mitzvah, and does so without a repentant
heart. Solomon said to guard the feet, and if making a vow, to do so and make good on the vow paying what
is required based upon the vow that is made. It is easy to allow our speech to cause us to sin, as in the case
of making a vow, one should do so for spiritual reasons and not by reason of the fleshly desire.

Midrash Tehillim 66, Part 1 concludes saying, “So, too, the sons of Korach said, O clap your hands, all
you peoples; shout unto God with the voice of triumph (Tehillim / Psalms 47:2). Why? Because the Lord
Most High, fearful, will be the great King over all the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 47:3). Then The Lord will
be King over all the earth; in that day will the Lord be one, and His name one (Zephaniah 14:9). So, too,
the sons of Korach said, O clap your hands, all you peoples; shout unto God with the voice of triumph (Te-
hillim / Psalms 47:2). Why? Because the Lord Most High, fearful, will be the great King over all the earth
(Tehillim / Psalms 47:3). Then The Lord will be King over all the earth; in that day will the Lord be one,
and His name one (Zephaniah 14:9).” The midrash describes the absolute sovereignty of the Lord God in
heaven. He is awesome in power, which is too terrible for the wicked to even think of. David expresses joy
and confidence in the Lord, that He is all powerful and able to subdue the enemy. This shows us the faith
and submission of David in the Lord who is both great in power and merciful and forgiving. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We glorify and praise Your Holy Name because great and mighty are Your works. We praise Your Holy
Name for the strength and the faith that You have given us. We thank You for keeping our feet on the path
of righteousness and truth according to Your Word (the Scriptures). Thank You for David’s words which
reveal to us how we should be living our lives with David as our example. Please create in us a deep respect
and fear of You Lord, coupled with a desire to draw near to You in a greater way in our lives. Thank You
for giving us the faith to believe in Yeshua the Messiah! Please have mercy on us, forgive us for our sins.
We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the covenant of peace that You have
promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our
lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and
ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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