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Being Rich towards God

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 64:1-10, the psalm opens saying, : 7177 23117 0XIn7 X For

the choir director. A Psalm of David. David begins asking the Lord to hear him, "2 °23p 2728 yn¥/ 2
2 XN IR 08N 641 Hear my voice, O God, in my complaint; Preserve my life from dread of the enemy.
(NASB) Why does he ask the Lord to preserve his life from the “dread” of the enemy? He continues saying,
DNoRa NITY T 1R 127 OX 1577 DI 302 MY R T TR 2¥E DY YR Tien IenoD 3
2R X9 377 ORND O 64:2 Hide me from the secret counsel of evildoers, From the tumult of those who
do iniquity, 64:3 Who have sharpened their tongue like a sword. They aimed bitter speech as their arrow,
64.:4 To shoot from concealment at the blameless; Suddenly they shoot at him, and do not fear. (NASB) Here
David understands the tongue to be synonymous to the sword capable of striking and cutting deep, not so
much as to cut the flesh, but to cut deep down to the soul. He continues describing the wicked in the follow-
ing way, :M7-187? O 1R DOWRINA 1IN0? 19 Y1) 02T | NPT 1 64:5 They hold fast to themselves
an evil purpose; They talk of laying snares secretly, They say, ‘Who can see them?’ (NASB) The ungodly
man in the secret place of his heart devises evil towards his fellow man. David describes these evil plans as,
:PY A7) WOR 271 W Wor 1nn NV R T 64:6 They devise injustices, saying, ‘We are ready with
a well-conceived plot’; For the inward thought and the heart of a man are deep. (NASB) The plans that are
conceived are “injustices,” as compared to God’s ways which are done in righteousness, holiness, truth, and
justice. David believes the Lord will save him from the hidden plans of the enemy saying, Y77 2778 071 1

:aNI21 17 DIRND 647 But God will shoot at them with an arrow, Suddenly they will be wounded. (NASB)
In their evil ways, even their own tongues will work against them, and this appears to be the work of God.
2OV ATYY DY PYR 1T OTR-22 RN 0102 ARD-22 3770 23wy 0y mW 0 64:8 So
they will make him stumble; Their own tongue is against them; All who see them will shake the head. 64:9
Then all men will fear, And they will declare the work of God, And will consider what He has done. (NASB)
David concludes his psalm bringing glory to the Lord in the statement of faith saying, 717°2 P>7% Maw> X
:27-00-92 39930 92 170M) 64. 10 The righteous man will be glad in the Lord and will take refuge in Him;
And all the upright in heart will glory. (LXX) Indeed what a wonderful God we serve!
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The Scriptures tell us that David was loved of God. Why was David so loved of God, so much so that
he is called “a man after God's own heart?” (1 Samuel 13:14, Acts 13:22) In Tehillim / Psalms 64.:1-10,

the psalm opens saying, : 7177 2210 TRI2 X For the choir director. A Psalm of David. (NASB) To under-
stand why David was given such an exalted description may be related to the opening words to the Psalms.
According to the Book of Acts, Paul states, “After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified
concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want
him to do’” (Acts 13:22). The obvious question though is how could the Lord call David “a man after His
heart” when David had so many issues (adultery and murder)? The answer to this question may be related
to the character of David which is found within the Psalms. David’s life consists of both success and failure,
and the Psalms highlight the fact that he was far from perfect. The point is that his heart was always pointed
toward the Lord God in heaven. The Psalms describe David as having absolute faith in God. This is well
illustrated in / Samuel 17 where David, as a young shepherd boy, he fearlessly slew the giant Goliath the
Philistine. Prior to this, in / Samuel 17:37, David said, “The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the
lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.’ And Saul said to David,
‘Go, and the LORD be with you!” Based on his statement regarding God’s deliverance, he believed that
God was in control of his life, and he had faith that the Lord would deliver him from any situation. Do you
believe the Lord can deliver you from any situation? One of the most important characteristics of David
was that he knew early on in life that the Lord was to be trusted and obeyed. According to the Scriptures,
David’s faith pleased God, and he is rewarded for his faith. In addition, David absolutely loved God’s
Torah. Out of the 150 chapters of the Psalms in the Bible, the opening verse in the Psalms credit him to
writing over half of them, just as we see here in Tehillim / Psalms 64, :71_:(? pllaltal U¥;@? X For the choir
director. A Psalm of David. (NASB) Over and over again we read how David repeatedly mentions how much
he loved the Lord’s perfect Torah. One example may be found in Tehillim / Psalm 119:47-48, which says
RO ATWR AN W TNIN-7X 222 NON) 11 RN W 00D VUYRYR) ™ “For I delight
in your commands because I love them. I lift up my hands to your commands, which I love, and I meditate
on your decrees.” The Hebrew Scriptures say “I love them,” the mitzvot (commands), repeatedly. It is not
difficult to observe David’s love of God’s Word the importance of living in God’s truth. He also says that
he “meditates” on God’s statutes. Wisdom and understanding are given to the one who meditates on God’s
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word daily. In similar manner, we would do well to study God’s Word and meditate on the Word throughout
the day. Meditation can be even a single scripture that we thinking about all the day long. Tehillim / Psalms
119:2-3 “Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart. They do nothing wrong;

they walk in his ways.” (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 64

For the choir director. A Psalm
of David. 64:1 Hear my voice, O
God, in my complaint; Preserve
my life from dread of the ene-
my. 64:2 Hide me from the secret
counsel of evildoers, From the
tumult of those who do iniquity,
64:3 Who have sharpened their
tongue like a sword. They aimed
bitter speech as their arrow, 64:4
To shoot from concealment at the
blameless; Suddenly they shoot
at him, and do not fear. 64:5
They hold fast to themselves an
evil purpose; They talk of laying
snares secretly; They say, ‘Who
can see them?’ 64:6 They devise
injustices, saying, ‘We are ready
with a well-conceived plot’; For
the inward thought and the heart
of a man are deep. 64:7 But God
will shoot at them with an arrow;
Suddenly they will be wound-
ed. 64:8 So they will make him
stumble; Their own tongue is
against them; All who see them
will shake the head. 64:9 Then all
men will fear, And they will de-
clare the work of God, And will
consider what He has done. 64:10
The righteous man will be glad in
the Lord and will take refuge in
Him; And all the upright in heart
will glory. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 64

64:1 For praise, a psalm of David.
64:2 Hear my voice, O God, in the
time of my prayer; guard my life
from the fear of the enemy. 64:3
You will hide me from the secret
[council] of those who do evil, from
the turmoil of those who practice
deceit. 64:4 Who have sharpened
their tongue as a sword, bent their
bows, smeared their arrows with
deadly and bitter poison. 64:5 To
shoot in secret, without blame;
suddenly they will shoot him and
they will not fear. 64:6 They will
strengthen themselves with an evil
word; they will talk of hiding traps,
saying, “Who sees them?” 64:7
They will search to find pretexts to
destroy the pure, a search carried
out in the body of a son of man, and
the thoughts of a secret heart. 64:8
But God will shoot arrows at them
suddenly; and they will tell of their
wounds. 64:9 And their tongue will
make them stumble; all who see
them shall move aside. 64:10 And
all the sons of men will be afraid,
and tell of the work of the Lord
God; and his works will be under-
stood. 64:11 The righteous man
will rejoice in the Lord, and trust in
his word, and all the upright of heart
will boast. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 64

For the end, a Psalm of David. 64:1
Hear my prayer, O God, when I
make my petition to thee; deliv-
er my soul from fear of the ene-
my. 64:2 Thou hast sheltered me
from the conspiracy of them that
do wickedly; from the multitude
of them that work iniquity; 64:3
who have sharpened their tongues
as a sword; they have bent their
bow maliciously; 64:4 to shoot in
secret at the blameless; they will
shoot him suddenly, and will not
fear. 64:5 They have set up for
themselves an evil matter, they
have given counsel to hide snares;
they have said, Who shall see
them? 64:6 They have searched
out iniquity; they have wearied
themselves with searching dili-
gently, a man shall approach and
the heart is deep, 64:7 and God
shall be exalted, their wounds
were caused by the weapon of the
foolish children, 64:8 and their
tongues have set him at nought,
all that saw them were troubled;
64:9 and every man was alarmed,
and they related the works of God,
and understood his deeds. 64:10
The righteous shall rejoice in the
Lord, and hope on him, and all the
upright in heart shall be praised.
(LXX)

The Psalms also describe David as being thankful for the Lord’s mercy. He says in Tehillim / Psalms
26:6-7 “I wash my hands in innocence, and go about your altar, O LORD, proclaiming aloud your praise
and telling of all your wonderful deeds.” (NASB) Because of his faith, David’s life was marked by periods
of peace and prosperity as well as times of fear and despair. However, through all of the situations that
occurred in his life, he never forgot to thank the Lord for everything that he had. Tehillim / Psalms 100.:4
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states, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name!”
As followers of Yeshua the Messiah, we would do well to follow David’s example of persistent faithfulness
and the continual offering of praise through thanksgiving to our Lord, by thought, word, and deed. Remem-
ber how in Tehillim / Psalms 63, Part I we learned how our words, our thoughts, and our actions are all
interconnected. Our offering of praise unto the Lord consists of our entire being! In addition to all of these
things, the Psalms describe David as truly repentant. This is illustrated in the narrative from 2 Samuel 11
in David’s sin of adultery, lying, and murder. He had sinned against the Lord and he admits it in 2 Samuel
12:13 saying, “David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the LORD.’ And Nathan said to David, ‘The
LORD also has put away your sin, you shall not die.”” (NASB) David’s admitting his sin and asking for
forgiveness is only half of the equation. The other half is a heart that is bent upon Teshuvah (Repentance).
Tehillim / Psalms 51 describes his prayer of repentance because of his sin of adultery with Batsheva, “Have
mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans-
gressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!” (Tehillim / Psalm 51:1-2).
The reason David was so loved, was that he demonstrated his faith on a daily basis. Daily faith pleases the
Lord greatly. Because David was a man of faith, his faith was also tested. The Scriptures tell us that David
loved God’s Torah and sought to obey God’s commands as best that he could. He spent his life meditating
upon the Torah and applying it to his own life. He knew that God’s Torah had the power to change lives if
it was sought for wisdom in life and obeyed. Note also how David did not credit his obedience to giving
him the ability to wield God’s hand for his benefit. On the contrary, David exhibited a thankful attitude for
the mercy of God and for the Lord giving him a love of his Word to live and to walk in His ways. David
thanked God every day no matter the circumstances. He is a role model for us all, to seek the Lord, to have
a humble heart, and to live repentant lives. All of these things about David may be understood from the

opening phrase of the psalm, : 7177 13217 T¥IN2 X For the choir director. A Psalm of David. (NASB)
David begins his psalm asking the Lord to hear him, :>1 %R 22X 7097 W1 7P 25O8 ynY 2

64:1 Hear my voice, O God, in my complaint; Preserve my life from dread of the enemy. (NASB) Why does

he ask the Lord to preserve his life from the “dread” of the enemy? What is the meaning of the “dread of

the enemy?” The Aramaic Targum states, ;17 AN 227 2°V2T RMI?T7 *NIPY 17°V2 9P RIOR ynw 2
64:2 Hear my voice, O God, in the time of my prayer, guard my life from the fear of the enemy. (NASB) The
Septuagint states, 64:1 ... eicbikovsov 0 0£0g THG POVTG LoV €v T@ déecBai pe dmd pdPov £xBpod £EgAoD v
yoynv pov 64:1 Hear my prayer, O God, when I make my petition to thee; deliver my soul from fear of the
enemy. (LXX) In both the Aramaic and Septuagint, the word “dread” (77387) is translated as “fear” (771
XM?). David asks the Lord in the MT to hear the “complaint” (") he is voicing. The word translated

“complaint” is 7' meaning “meditation, prayer, talking, communication, babbling, and complaint.” 1t is
important to note that David’s “complaint” is not against the Lord and how He is handling things, but rather,
a “complaint” about his enemies. This is something that he is bringing to the Lord and not against the Lord.
There is a significant difference here in the mode in which he is bringing his complaint. David goes on to
seek the Lord for deliverance from the dread or fear of his enemies. This kind of dread or fear seems to be
a description of his worrying about what is going to happen in his life. David is fretting over and worrying
about his enemies constantly. By fretting or worrying in this way, it is possible to exhaust one’s faith and
belief that the Lord God is going to bring a positive outcome. This kind of worrying can have a draining
effect on life and faith. Here David is showing us how he seeks the Lord for wisdom and the power to stand
against this kind of fear. The dictionary defines “dread” as, “fear,” “anxiety,” and “uneasiness.” We are
told not to be afraid, anxious, or in fear according to the apostolic Writings. Both Yeshua and the Apostles
wrote that our fear should be directed to a fear of the Lord rather than to our own lives since the Lord God is
in control of all things, therefore do not be afraid, do not fear (Luke 12:4, Acts 18:9, 1 Peter 3:14). Yeshua
and the disciples taught this principle.

Luke 12:4-5
12:4 ‘I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have
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no more that they can do. 12:5 ‘But [ will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He
has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! (NASB)

Acts 18:8-10

18:8 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household, and
many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized. 18:9 And the
Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Do not be afraid any longer but go on speaking
and do not be silent; 18:10 for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm
you, for I have many people in this city.” (NASB)

1 Peter 3:12-15

3:12 ‘For the eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, And His ears attend to their prayer,
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’3:13 Who is there to harm you if you
prove zealous for what is good? 3:14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteous-
ness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, 3:15 but
sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who
asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;

(NASB)

The Lord equips us to overcome fear in our lives by the power of His Holy Spirit. Fear robs us of the joy
and peace that we are supposed to live in regardless of the circumstances. Yeshua said in Luke 12:4-5 to
fear the Lord God, our Father in heaven, who is able to cast one into Hell, rather than to fear those who can
harm the body. The idea is that the Lord has the power over both the body and the spirit of a man, whereas
on this earth, the enemy has only the power to destroy the body. The Lord promised Paul to be protected in
the city he was staying in, and his teaching about the Messiah led to Crispus, the leader of the synagogue,
believing in Yeshua as the Messiah. Acts 18:8 states that Crispus and all his house believed and performed
a mikva (baptized). Peter encourages to remain faithful in the midst of suffering for righteousness sake, and
not to fear intimidation, do not be troubled. These texts from the Apostolic Writings, and David’s Psalm
are reminiscent of Moshe’s words from Parashat Vayelech just prior to Israel entering the Promised Land,
Moshe told the people not to fear.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 31:1-13

31:1 So Moses went and spoke these words to all Israel. 31:2 And he said to them, ‘I am a
hundred and twenty years old today; I am no longer able to come and go, and the Lord has
said to me, ‘You shall not cross this Jordan.’ 31:3 ‘It is the Lord your God who will cross
ahead of you; He will destroy these nations before you, and you shall dispossess them. Josh-
ua is the one who will cross ahead of you, just as the Lord has spoken. 31:4 ‘The Lord will
do to them just as He did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, when
He destroyed them. 31:5 ‘The Lord will deliver them up before you, and you shall do to them
according to all the commandments which [ have commanded you. 31:6 ‘Be strong and cou-
rageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with
you. He will not fail you or forsake you.’31:7 Then Moses called to Joshua and said to him
in the sight of all Israel, ‘Be strong and courageous, for you shall go with this people into the
land which the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall give it to them as
an inheritance. 31:8 ‘The Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will
not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’ 31:9 So Moses wrote this law and
gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and
to all the elders of Israel. 31:10 Then Moses commanded them, saying, ‘At the end of every
seven years, at the time of the year of remission of debts, at the Feast of Booths, 31:11 when
all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God at the place which He will choose, you
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shall read this law in front of all Israel in their hearing. 31:12 ‘Assemble the people, the men
and the women and children and the alien who is in your town, so that they may hear and
learn and fear the Lord your God, and be careful to observe all the words of this law. 31:13
‘Their children, who have not known, will hear and learn to fear the Lord your God, as long
as you live on the land which you are about to cross the Jordan to possess.’ (NASB)

Moshe explains how the Lord will go before the people and fight for them, and he says, 3/:6 ‘Be strong and
courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with you. He
will not fail you or forsake you.’ (NASB) David seeks the Lord in prayer, to not be afraid, just as the Torah
portion describes for us, to not be afraid, 3/:8 ‘The Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with
you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’ (NASB) The Torah tells us that Moshe
wrote all of these words and gave them to the Priests. Each year, the Torah is to be read as a reminder of
these things, and as a reminder to our children to take heart, to be careful to obey God’s word, and to learn
to fear the Lord God as long as we live. These words also echo Yeshua’s words in Luke 12:4-5. Yeshua
continues saying in Luke 12:16-32 the following:

Luke 12:16-32

12:16 And He told them a parable, saying, ‘The land of a rich man was very productive.
12:17 ‘And he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place
to store my crops?’ 12:18 ‘Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 12:19 ‘And I will
say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come take your ease,
eat, drink and be merry.” 12:20 ‘But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul
is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’ 12:21 So is the man
who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.’ 12:22 And He said to His
disciples, ‘For this reason I say to you, do not worry about your life, as to what you will eat;
nor for your body, as to what you will put on. 12:23 ‘For life is more than food, and the body
more than clothing. 12:24 ‘Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap; they have
no storeroom nor barn, and yet God feeds them; how much more valuable you are than the
birds! 12:25 ‘And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life’s span? 12:26
‘If then you cannot do even a very little thing, why do you worry about other matters? 12:27
‘Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, but I tell you, not even Solo-
mon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 12:28 ‘But if God so clothes the grass
in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, how much more
will He clothe you? You men of little faith! 12:29 ‘And do not seek what you will eat and
what you will drink, and do not keep worrying. 12:30 ‘For all these things the nations of the
world eagerly seek,; but your Father knows that you need these things. 12:31 ‘But seek His
kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 12:32 ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for your
Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom. (NASB)

Notice how Yeshua says, 12:20 ‘But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you;
and now who will own what you have prepared?’ 12:21 ‘So is the man who stores up treasure for himself,
and is not rich toward God.” (NASB) What does it mean to be “rich towards God?” Are you rich towards
God? The meaning of being “rich” towards God, our all consuming thoughts should be towards the Lord
God in heaven and for working in His kingdom. We are to be about serving the Lord and not worrying about
what we eat or wear. Worry is a major point, since worrying denotes the person who does not fully trust in
the Lord to provide. Yeshua says, 12:32 ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to
give you the kingdom. (NASB)

In the Greek language, the word kingdom (PBacileia Basileia) appears 162 times in the Apostolic Writ-
ings, most of these uses relate to either Basileia tou Theou (Bactieia Tod Oeod), meaning “Kingdom of God”
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or to Basileia ton Ourandn, (Baciieio tdv Ovpavdv) meaning “Kingdom of Heaven.” The words Kingdom
of Heaven (Basileia ton Ourandn) appears 32 times in the book of Matthew and nowhere else in the Apos-
tolic Writings. Matthew also uses the term Kingdom of God (Basileia tou Theou) in a number of cases, and
his usage is considered interchangeable with “Kingdom of Heaven” (Basileia ton Ourandn). An interesting
concept regarding the phrase “Kingdom of Heaven,” is in Judaism’s restriction on the use of the Name of
God and the frequent use of the word “God, ” Elohim. It is highly likely that Matthew used the term Heaven
due to the fact that Judaism imposed restrictions on the frequent use of the name of God where he himself
(Matthew) followed the rabbinic teaching on the matter. In addition, Yeshua never used the Name of God
(YHVH) in his teachings. This is another indication of Yeshua’s compliance with Judaism’s teaching on the
sacredness of the Name of God and preserving the holiness of the Name and thereby preserving the holiness
and sacredness of the Lord God in heaven.

The Tanach describes God as “the Judge of all” with the idea that all of mankind will eventually “be
judged.” This is an essential element of the Apostolic Writings and the teachings of both Yeshua and the
disciples. From the perspective of the Tanach, and from Judaism, within the Second Temple period, the
people were looking for the restoration of Israel to the Davidic Kingdom. The concept of the coming of the
kingdom of God brought with it the direct involvement of God taking and delivering Israel from the rule
of pagan Empires that ruled the nations. The midrashim both for Tehillim and Midrash Rabbah contain
Jewish sources that imagine the restoration of Israel and the destruction of the nations and/or the gathering
of the nations to obedience to the One True God and to worship at His holy hill (Zion). Yeshua’s teachings
appear to stand firmly in this tradition (interpretation), and with the coming of the “Son of Man” taken from
a prophetic perspective (Daniel 7), Yeshua suggests that this process has begun in Him (Yeshua). Yeshua’s
suffering death seemed to cast doubt on Yeshua’s teachings about himself, but his resurrection established
his claim and clarified the interpretation of the Scriptures according to the Torah, Neviim, and Ketuvim
(Tanach). Based upon this understanding of the Scriptures, our calling is to set our hands at work for God’s
kingdom. Any interpretation or use of the phrase, “the Kingdom of God,” needs to be understood from this
Jewish perspective and historical framework. The interpretations must be consistent with the Jewish hope
of a Messiah, and this is David’s understanding in his request seeking the Lord to hear his prayer, to listen
to his complaint, and seeking the Lord God in heaven for help.

David continues in his Psalm saying, D31¢/? 2772 33 WX 7 118 "2¥5 W3R 02V 707 217°AeR A
2N KDY 77 ORND 0P 0°AN2 NIY T D 02T O 1977 64:2 Hide me from the secret counsel of
evildoers, From the tumult of those who do iniquity, 64:3 Who have sharpened their tongue like a sword.
They aimed bitter speech as their arrow, 64:4 To shoot from concealment at the blameless,; Suddenly they
shoot at him, and do not fear. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint state the following:

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 64:3-5

64:3 You will hide me from the secret [council] of those who do evil, from the turmoil of
those who practice deceit. 64:4 Who have sharpened their tongue as a sword, bent their
bows, smeared their arrows with deadly and bitter poison. 64:5 To shoot in secret, without
blame; suddenly they will shoot him and they will not fear.

1731 PIWOD RDD PRI OT T PW T2V DWINRA PWRINT PATIN C1N0N A
D% KT XAV R°AW2A ARNMD 7170 0PT RAD PR WWR PANNWR PANwp
9T XYY 00 P Aon2
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 64:2-4

64:2 Thou hast sheltered me from the conspiracy of them that do wickedly; from the mul-
titude of them that work iniquity; 64:3 who have sharpened their tongues as a sword; they
have bent their bow maliciously,; 64:4 to shoot in secret at the blameless, they will shoot him
suddenly, and will not fear.

64:2 £0KEMAGAG e GO GLGTPOPTIG TOVIPEVOUEVAOV GO TA00VG Epyalopévmv TV dvopiov
64:3 oitveg NKOVNGOV OG POUPAiOY TOC YADGGOS aVTOV EVETEVAY TOEOV OOTMV TPAYLLQ
TKPOV 64:4 10D KoTatosedoat £V AmokpOEOLS AU®UOV EEATIVO KOTATOEEVGOVGLY aDTOV Kol
0¥ poPnoncoviat

The Aramaic Targum states that in David’s request of God, he seeks the Lord to hide him from the secret
council of those who do evil. What is the secret council of those who do evil? He says that those who take
council in secret are those who practice deceit. Those who do this seek to encourage themselves in an evil
matter. The secret place is a reference to one’s heart, the inward thoughts that are full of evil and sin. The
judgment of God will come upon those who secretly conceive to do evil and who deceive themselves in their
own hearts. This reminds us of the prophet Jeremiah’s words in Jeremiah 23:15-20.

Jeremiah 23:15-20
23:15 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts concerning the prophets, ‘Behold, I am going
to feed them wormwood And make them drink poisonous water, For from the prophets of Je-
rusalem Pollution has gone forth into all the land.’* 23:16 Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Do
not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. They are leading you into
futility; They speak a vision of their own imagination, Not from the mouth of the Lord. 23:17
‘They keep saying to those who despise Me, ‘The Lord has said, ‘You will have peace’; And
as for everyone who walks in the stubbornness of his own heart, They say, ‘Calamity will not
come upon you.’23:18 ‘But who has stood in the council of the Lord, That he should see and
hear His word? Who has given heed to His word and listened? 23:19 ‘Behold, the storm of
the Lord has gone forth in wrath, Even a whirling tempest; It will swirl down on the head
of the wicked. 23:20 ‘The anger of the Lord will not turn back Until He has performed and
carried out the purposes of His heart; In the last days you will clearly understand it. (NASB)

Jeremiah speaks of walking in the stubbornness of one’s heart that is due to despising the Lord God in heav-
en and despising His commands. The stubbornness of the heart, the evil heart, of the wicked is paralleled
to the righteous who stand in the council of the Lord. The council of the Lord is to see and hear His word,
the Scriptures. But not only this, the one who seeks and hears also gives heed and listens meaning that one
obeys. Remember in Parashat Ki Tavo (Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8), Moshe lists the blessing that

follows the one who listens and obeys (2°72Wi 2°YAW7) God’s Word and the curse that follows when one
chooses not to listen and obey. Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:1 states 7528 i7° 2ip2 ynwa yiny-ox 1m

niwy? WY saying “now it comes to be that you listen hearing the voice of the Lord God to keep and to do
...”" Note how the phrase YNWn Y1V is translated as “diligently obey” according to the NASB. The first

word ¥in¥ is a 3rd—Y Qal noun meaning “to hear or to listen” and YRWA is written in the imperfect Qal
second person masculine singular form denoting a past action that is in progress but not completed at the
time in question. This Hebrew phrase is translated in English as to “diligently obey” the Lord your God.

It is interesting that, the verse says “if you listen to the voice of the Lord your God” (YUn ¥inw-ax m°m

that is not yet complete. This suggests the process of listening (hearing) and obeying God’s voice is an
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ongoing, daily, life long process. A parallel is drawn within the sentence on “listening or hearing the voice

of the Lord God” and “to keep” ("W7) and “to do” (NWY?) what God has commanded. This is the Torah
context for the book of Jeremiah. This is the Torah context for David’s words in the Psalm. The ungodly
seek the secret council of their hearts rather than the open council of God in His Word.

Based on Zehillim / Psalms 64:2-4, David understands the tongue to be synonymous to the sword capa-
ble of striking and cutting deep, not so much as to cut the flesh, but to cut deep down to the soul. They desire
to shoot in secret so that no one sees their actions, and their thought is that if no one sees, they are without
blame (64:5 To shoot in secret, without blame; suddenly they will shoot him and they will not fear. EMC)
The idea is that if nobody sees the thoughts in their hearts, they do not fear. The point is that we should be
very concerned with the thoughts of our hearts, because the Lord God in heaven sees the thoughts of our
hearts. In addition, the rabbis interpret the intent of the heart as being synonymous to having performed the
act of sin and being guilty of sin. Yeshua also taught this according to Matthew chapter 5 and lusting for a
woman and hating your brother. Lusting for a woman, one has already committed adultery, and hating your
brother, one has already committed murder. We should seek the Lord as David is seeking the Lord to purify
our hearts, and to motivate our hearts to study His word for the purpose of the washing of the water of the
word (Ephesians 5:26) to cleans us and our hearts. The Word of God has the function of wiping clean the
junk that we put into our hearts. The junk that we put in has the capacity to lead us to sin. Similarly, the light
of God’s word that we place in our hearts through study, has the capacity to lead us to live a life of holiness
and righteousness, with the help of God!

David continues describing the wicked in the following way, D% 19107 1790° ¥ 727 | i22-3p10°
:109-I87 " 1R 64:5 They hold fast to themselves an evil purpose; They talk of laying snares secretly;
They say, ‘Who can see them?’ (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 72217 JIWNW° W2 2N P2 1OPN°

9 AN A TR 19PN 64:6 They will strengthen themselves with an evil word; they will talk of hiding
traps, saying, “Who sees them?” (EMC) The Septuagint states, 64:5 ékpotaimcav £avtoic Adyov Tovnpov
dmynoovto tod kpoyor moryidog eimav tic Syeton odtovg 64:5 They have set up for themselves an evil matter,
they have given counsel to hide snares, they have said, Who shall see them? (LXX) The ungodly man in the
secret place of his heart devises evil towards his fellow man. The only reason that an unrighteous person
would continue in his ways is because he believes God does not see him. This reminds us of David’s words
in Tehillim / Psalms 94:1-14 which say the following:

Tehillim / Psalms 94:1-14

94:1 O Lord, God of vengeance, God of vengeance, shine forth! 94:2 Rise up, O Judge of the
earth, Render recompense to the proud. 94:3 How long shall the wicked, O Lord, How long
shall the wicked exult? 94:4 They pour forth words, they speak arrogantly; All who do wick-
edness vaunt themselves. 94:5 They crush Your people, O Lord, And afflict Your heritage.
94:6 They slay the widow and the stranger And murder the orphans. 94.:7 They have said,
‘The Lord does not see, Nor does the God of Jacob pay heed.’ 94:8 Pay heed, you senseless
among the people; And when will you understand, stupid ones? 94:9 He who planted the ear,
does He not hear? He who formed the eye, does He not see? 94:10 He who chastens the na-
tions, will He not rebuke, Even He who teaches man knowledge? 94:11 The Lord knows the
thoughts of man, That they are a mere breath. 94:12 Blessed is the man whom You chasten,
O Lord, And whom You teach out of Your law,; 94:13 That You may grant him relief from the
days of adversity, Until a pit is dug for the wicked. 94:14 For the Lord will not abandon His
people, Nor will He forsake His inheritance. (NASB)

David points out that 94:7 They have said, ‘The Lord does not see, Nor does the God of Jacob pay heed.’
(NASB) The abuse and misuse of the widow, the stranger, the orphan, comes by the person who does not
believe in truth, justice, mercy, and righteousness and does not believe God sees or cares. David says
however the Lord God does hear, the proof is the Lord created the ear and the eye, the Lord is the one who
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gives man knowledge. The idea here is that as a man grows and learns, it is the Lord God who enables the
man to learn. Learning is not simply a work of our own hands. An important point to take note of is when
one wants to learn and is studying, ask the Lord to help because these Scriptures say it is the Lord God in
heaven who teaches a man knowledge. The description David gives in Tehillim / Psalms 94, of the wicked,
their affliction, their arrogance, how they crush God’s people, and deal deceitfully with man, even their own
brothers, this is very similar to the way David is describing the ungodly in Tehillim / Psalms 64.

David describes the evil plans of the wicked as, :PnY 27] WX 272) Wonn Won unn nviy wsem 1
64:6 They devise injustices, saying, ‘We are ready with a well-conceived plot’; For the inward thought and
the heart of a man are deep. (NASB) The plans that are conceived are “injustices,” as compared to God’s

ways which are done in righteousness, holiness, truth, and justice. The Aramaic Targum states, ]1(2753’ T

IRPOAY X2 97177071 RWI 02 932 WO02NNT RWI?2 TRIT ARYWY PV mownt 64:7 They will search to
find pretexts to destroy the pure, a search carried out in the body of a son of man, and the thoughts of a se-
cret heart. (EMC) and the Septuagint states, 64.6 £éEnpeovnoav avopiog eEéMmov e€epeuvdvieg €epeuvnoet
wpocelevoeTat AvOpmmoc kol kapdia Babela 4:6 They have searched out iniquity, they have wearied them-
selves with searching diligently, a man shall approach and the heart is deep, (LXX) Note how the Aramaic
Targum states that the wicked will search to find pretexts in order to destroy the poor. What does it mean to
search for pretexts? A pretext is an excuse to do something or say something that is not accurate. Pretexts
may be based on a half-truth or a person may develop a context (a story, a fabrication) for the purpose of
misleading. Pretexts have been used to conceal the true purpose or rationale behind actions and words. In
the case of the wicked from this Psalm perspective, the pretext is used to hide the hidden desire to do injus-
tice to another. In US law, a pretext describes false reasons that hide the true intentions or motivations for
a legal action. For example, a “pretextual” arrest by law enforcement officers is one carried out for illegal
purposes such as to conduct an unjustified search and seizure. The rabbis, translating the Masoretic text into
Aramaic, speak of the pretext in the sense that the wicked do such within the body, within the thoughts of a

“secret” heart. The idea of a secret heart suggests that there are those who do not have a secret heart, those
whose hearts are open for all to see in their good deeds. The Septuagint states that the wicked search out
iniquity and they do so much so that their weary themselves in their schemes and plans of unrighteousness.

David concludes his Psalm saying the Lord will save him from the hidden plans of the enemy, 071 1

:0nian 17 0IRND v 098 64:7 But God will shoot at them with an arrow, Suddenly they will be wound-
ed. (NASB) In the plans of the unrighteous, even their own tongues will work against them, and this appears

to be the work of God. 2778 2¥D 37°371 Q-7 IR ° 102 X122 317790 Oiwy ihy wpwn v
:4’7’:;)'273 WTQYNI 64:8 So they will make him stumble; Their own tongue is against them; All who see them
will shake the head. 64:9 Then all men will fear, And they will declare the work of God, And will consider
what He has done. (NASB) The glory belongs to the Lord in David’s statement of faith when he says, X*
127-000-92 199007 92 79M 102 PUIX MW 64.10 The righteous man will be glad in the Lord and will
take refuge in Him,; And all the upright in heart will glory. (LXX) The Aramaic and Septuagint translate
these verses to say the following:

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 64:8-11

64:8 But God will shoot arrows at them suddenly, and they will tell of their wounds. 64:9
And their tongue will make them stumble; all who see them shall move aside. 64:10 And all
the sons of men will be afraid, and tell of the work of the Lord God,; and his works will be
understood. 64:11 The righteous man will rejoice in the Lord, and trust in his word, and all
the upright of heart will boast. (EMC)

92 717050° NAIWS N NP B NTPANR DY NI 59002 RIA RAK TV 0 1
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DOTOR TITPT RT2IW PN MM KWL 212 90 NOATY 0 AR cnnT 22 PRwa 102 onnT
JX2Y9 %N DO NNANW 72912 PN T2 RPUTE T RPN 1 7w

Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 64:7-10

664:7 and God shall be exalted, their wounds were caused by the weapon of the foolish chil-
dren, 64:8 and their tongues have set him at nought, all that saw them were troubled; 64.:9
and every man was alarmed, and they related the works of God, and understood his deeds.

64.:10 The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and hope on him, and all the upright in heart
shall be praised. (LXX)

64:7 kol VYywbnoeTan 6 0e6¢ PéAog ynmiwv EyeviOnoay ail TAnyal avtdv 64:8 Kai EEncbévnoav
€M’ aOTOVG ol YADooL anT®V £Tapdydncav mavteg ol Oempodvteg avtovs 64:9 kai Epofnon
TG avOpmmog kol aviyyethay ta Epyo tod 0god Kol T0 womjpota adtod cuvijkay 64:10
evppavOnceTol dikaog €mt T@ Kupie Kol EATE €n” adTOV Kol EmavesOncovTol TAvVTEG Ol
€00<c T kapdiq

The Aramaic Targum states that God shoots arrows at the wicked. The Septuagint states that God will be
exalted in their wounds. Solomon said in Mishley / Proverbs 11:21 Be sure of this: The wicked will not go
unpunished, but those who are righteous will go free. (NIV) These words echo Parashat Vayelech (Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 31:1-31:30) and Devarim / Deuteronomy 31:3-8:

Devarim / Deuteronomy 31:3-8

31:3 ‘It is the Lord your God who will cross ahead of you; He will destroy these nations
before you, and you shall dispossess them. Joshua is the one who will cross ahead of you,
just as the Lord has spoken. 31:4 ‘The Lord will do to them just as He did to Sihon and Og,
the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, when He destroyed them. 31:5 ‘The Lord will
deliver them up before you, and you shall do to them according to all the commandments
which I have commanded you. 31:6 ‘Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble
at them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake
you.’ 31:7 Then Moses called to Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, ‘Be strong
and courageous, for you shall go with this people into the land which the Lord has sworn to
their fathers to give them, and you shall give it to them as an inheritance. 31:8 ‘The Lord is
the one who goes ahead of you, He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do
not fear or be dismayed.” (NASB)

Notice how the Lord God goes ahead of Israel to destroy the nations before them. This is synonymous to
the words David is saying in the Psalm. The Lord will go before us if we are moving about in life with
pure motivations and with a pure heart. Note that there are many Torah concepts found within the Psalms.
For example, the Torah speaks of uncleanness, both spiritually and physically, protection from death, and
protection by innocent blood. David is applying the concept of the Lord going before His people for their

which translates literally as “my sins in hyssop and I will be clean.” Based on the way he worded his psalm,
he is asking the Lord to cleans him both inwardly and outwardly. David desires not only that his sins be for-

given him but that his heart would be made pure in Tehillim / Psalms 51:12-13, 077§ *7-X12 7§70 27 2
DI MRR-OK TWTR 1) 09N C1PWA-OR 2 2927p2 WIn 1101 M “Create in me a clean heart, O
God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Your presence And do not take Your
Holy Spirit from me.” (NASB) David asks the Lord to literally, “return to me” (° 72°¥s7) which provides
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for us the idea of the Lord God “returning” to David. This is reminiscent of having a repentant attitude, the
turning from sin, returning to the Way of the Lord, etc. Isn’t it interesting how all of these requests suggest
that the Lord is the one who is doing these things on David’s behalf, even helping him to have a sustained
spirit within (°12%90 72°71 737)) or to “uphold” his spirit within. It may be in this way David is under-
standing God’s role in his life, just as Moshe said in Parashat Vayelech that the Lord is going before Israel
into the land to defeat the nations for them. The Psalms suggest the Lord’s role in our lives is to keep us
willing, to create in us a willing spirit to be obedient and not sin, and it is by the power of His Holy Spirit
that enables us to be successful in our daily lives. This should be our prayer today that the Lord would help
us to live obedient lives. And then we can stand beside David and say as he said in Tehillim / Psalms 64:10
The righteous man will be glad in the Lord and will take refuge in Him; And all the upright in heart will
glory. (NASB) Let’s Pray!

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 64 has 1 part. Reading through the Midrash
we will be looking at Part 1. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 64, Part 1.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 64, Part 1.

Part 1

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°10177 127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “For the leader:
A Psalm of David/ Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer, preserve my life from fear of the enemy
(Tehillim / Psalms 64:1-2)”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “These words are to be read
in the light of what Scripture says elsewhere, Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He reveals
His secret unto His servants the prophets (Amos 3:7).”

+ The ?Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the RN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis comment upon
David’s words saying that the Lord showed David what would happen to Daniel. The midrash con-
tinues with examples of how this was so in Daniel’s life.

 The SWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”’ expands upon the 2 (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal by contrasting what happened to Daniel, the lion’s den, the king, and those who
were cast into the lion’s den following Daniel’s deliverance.

* The Concluding phrase says, “How many were cast into the den of lions? Mark what Scripture
says, It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom a hundred and twenty satraps and over them three
presidents, of whom Daniel was one (Daniel 6:2-3). Thus, there were one hundred and twenty two
men, and one hundred and twenty two wives, and one hundred and twenty two children, for Scripture
says, them, their children, and their wives, making three hundred four lions who tore each one into
four pieces, one piece for every beast, the beasts tearing them apart even before they got down to the
bottom of the den, as is said, They had not come to the bottom of the den, there were one thousand
four hundred and sixty four lions. Hence, it is said, He that is righteous will be glad in the Lord, and
will take refuge in Him; and all the upright in heart will glory (Tehillim / Psalms 64:11).”

Midrash Tehillim 64, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°11n%7 12°7) saying “For the leader. A
Psalm of David, Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer; preserve my life from fear of the enemy (1ehillim /
Psalms 64:1-2)” The rabbis open looking at David’s calling out to the Lord to hear his prayer and to pre-
serve his life. The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “These words are to be read in the light
of what Scripture says elsewhere, Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He reveals His secret unto His

servants the prophets (Amos 3:7).” (9% 170 7123 OR 3 127 [2°79% *17R] ('77) AWY° R %3 210377 MRW 1T
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(T 2 ©1Y) @°X°23177 172Y) The rabbis say the Lord will surely do nothing? Why do they say that God will
do nothing? Could this be related to the question of “why does God allow bad things to happen to good peo-
ple,” and the consequences that fall upon our choices in life? The Torah tells us, “God created man in His
image, in the image of God He created him” (Bereshit / Genesis 1:27). How are we to understand what it
means to be created in God’s image? Man is finite and corporal so how are we created in God’s image? The
“image of God” that is described in the Scriptures may be dealing with the non-physical part of us, the spirit
and the soul. The example of this may be related to our desire for morality and meaning in life. Our desire
to make a difference may be derived from the soul which is made in the “image of God.” By this image,
we are given the ability to make independent choices, such as that of moral character. In addition, the one
thing that sets us apart from the rest of creation is our ability to create new things and to improve our living
conditions. The concept of “choice” is most important here because it is our ability to choose that makes
life meaningful for each of us. An example is found in the difference in being “programmed to love” versus
the choice to love. The difference between these types of love is what makes love significant. Similarly, if [
don’t have the choice to do maasim tovim (to do good), but am programmed to do good, then there’s nothing
meaningful about doing good. Whereas if I have the ability to do both good and evil, then the concept of
“good” becomes significant. The message here goes deeper, because our choices have consequences. For
example, if every time I get in trouble, my dad comes to bail me out, that’s not real choice. Choice brings
with it consequences. Throughout history, from a national perspective, down to the individual, consequenc-
es follow from our choices. For example, in Parashat Devarim, the people’s fear leads to a failure to trust
God. As aresult they rebel against God’s plan for them to enter the land he promised to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob (Devarim / Deuteronomy 1:7-8). The Lord had brought Israel out of slavery in Egypt, given them His
Torah on Mt. Horeb (Sinai), and brought the people swiftly to the borders of the promised land (Devarim /
Deuteronomy 1:19-20). Moshe then announces it is time to enter the land, but the people are fearful of the
Amorites who occupy the borders. Their choice to fear the Amorites rather than God, and lack of trust in
God led to their spending an additional 40 years in the wilderness and dying in the wilderness. Could our
fear and lack of trusting in the Lord lead to the Lord not doing anything?

The “image of God” means that God created beings who have the ability to make decisions, and those
decisions will create consequences which make us co-partners with the Lord in the direction and devel-
opment of the world. Based on these things (this understanding), we have our answer to “why bad things
happen to good people.” When “bad’ things happen, there are many possibilities as to why it’s happening.
A few questions come to mind regarding the question:

Why do bad things happen?

1. Is this a challenge in life that was given to me so I could become an example
to inspire others?

2. Is this to get me to fix a wrong I’ve done?

3. Is this due to historical or national consequences that are affecting me as an
individual?

4. Is what’s happening to me now the result of a choice that I’ve made in the
past?

5. Am I on my own because I have distanced myself from the Lord through sin?

These are all very important questions that need to be worked on a person by person basis. This question
of why bad things happen may be the reason why the Rabbis open with the comment based on David’s cry
to the Lord to hear his prayer and to preserve his life from his enemies. The rabbis quote from Amos 3:6-8
which states, 3:6 If a trumpet is blown in a city will not the people tremble? If a calamity occurs in a city
has not the Lord done it? 3:7 Surely the Lord God does nothing Unless He reveals His secret counsel To
His servants the prophets. 3:8 A lion has roared! Who will not fear? The Lord God has spoken! Who can
but prophesy? (NASB) The Scriptures say the Lord reveals to His prophets the reasons trouble comes. The
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midrash continues by drawing a parallel between David and Daniel, saying that the Lord made known to
David what he would do to Daniel.

Rabbi Tahalifa maintained, The Holy One blessed be He, made known to David what would
be done to Daniel. Indeed, had the heathen any power at all to do anything to the Holy One
blessed be He, they would have done it. This, the sons of Korach implied when they said,
They have cast fire into Your Sanctuary (Tehillim / Psalms 74.7) that is, had the heathen been
able to ascend so as to break into the heavens, they would have broken in, for the words But
now they break down and carved work thereof, with axes and hammers (Tehillim / Psalms
74:6) mean that since the heathen were unable to break into heaven, they broke down the
sanctuary on earth; and the words The kings of the earth stand up, and the rulers take coun-
sel together against the Lord, and against His anointed (Tehillim / Psalms 2:2) mean that
because the heathen could not prevail against God in heaven, they took counsel against Dan-
iel, as is said, All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, took counsel
together that the king should establish a statute, and make a strong interdict, that whosoever
will ask a petition of any god or man for thirty days, save of you, O king, he will be cast into
the den of lions. Now, O King, establish the interdict, and sign the writing (Daniel 6:8-9).
(Midrash Tehillim 64, Part 1)

The concept here is that if the heathen, the ungodly, the unrighteous, the wicked, had the power to do any-
thing to the Lord God in heaven, they would have done it. If they could have broken into heaven, they would
have done so. But since they do not have the ability to do these things to the Lord God in heaven, they do
these things to God’s servants, and this may be the reason why the rabbis say God reveals (makes known)
to David what would happen to Daniel. This statement in the midrash alludes to the rabbinic thought that
David was also a prophet. The comparison here is regarding the anointed one, David is the anointed one
of God, and Daniel was also the anointed one of God. The rabbis maintain that the Scriptures speak of the
Lord God bringing His anointed one to deliver Israel. In both of these instances, David and Daniel function
as a deliverer for God’s people. The idea behind the story of Daniel was that nobody was to pray to any god
besides to king Darius for 30 days. This may have been an attempt to wipe out the Jewish people in exhile
in Babylon. The rabbis also the believe that the Lord God has kept an anointed one for each generation, and
presently the anointed one (the messiah) is hidden.

In Jewish eschatology, the term mashiach (TWR) “Messiah,”” came to refer to a future Jewish King from
the Davidic line, who is expected to be anointed with holy anointing oil and rule the Jewish people during
the Messianic Age. (see ‘The Jewish Virtual Library’on “The Messiah”) In the MT, the Messiah is often

referred to as “King Messiah” (TWA7 T71), and in Aramaic, “malka meshiha” (RT°Wn X371). Orthodox
views have generally held that the Messiah will be descended from his father through the line of King David,
and will gather the Jews back into the Land of Israel, usher in an era of peace, build the Third Temple, father
a male heir and re-institute the Sanhedrin, among other things. In addition, Jewish tradition alludes to two
redeemers, both of whom are called mashiach and are involved in ushering in the Messianic age, “Mashiach
ben David” and “Mashiach ben Yosef-” The Talmud discusses the coming of the Messiah (7a/mud Bavli
Sanhedrin 98a) and describes a period of freedom and peace, which will be the time of ultimate goodness
for the Jews and for all of mankind. The tractate Sanhedrin contains a long discussion of the events leading
to the coming of the Messiah, for example:

Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 98a

R. Johanan said: When you see a generation ever dwindling, hope for him [the Messiah], as
it is written, “And the afflicted people thou wilt save.”[2 Samuel 22:28] R. Johanan said:
When thou seest a generation overwhelmed by many troubles as by a river, await him, as it
is written, “When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a
standard against him;” which is followed by, “And the Redeemer shall come to Zion.”
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R. Johanan also said: The son of David will come only in a generation that is either alto-
gether righteous or altogether wicked. In a generation that is altogether righteous, — as it
is written, “Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever.” Or
altogether wicked, — as it is written, “And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that
there was no intercessor,” and it is [elsewhere] written, “For mine own sake, even for mine
own sake, will I do it.”

The talmudic story of the coming of the messiah is coupled with the belief in the ability of one’s actions
to hasten his arrival. The rabbis provide many stories about the Messiah, some of which represent famous
Talmudic sages as receiving personal visitations from Elijah the Prophet and the Messiah. One example
taken from the Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 98a is as follows:

Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 98a

R. Joshua b. Levi met Elijah standing by the entrance of R. Simeon b. Yohai's tomb. He asked
him: “Have I a portion in the world to come?” He replied, “if this Master desires it.” R.
Joshua b. Levi said, “I saw two, but heard the voice of a third.” He then asked him, “When
will the Messiah come?” — “Go and ask him himself, ” was his reply. “Where is he sitting?”’
— “At the entrance.” “And by what sign may I recognize him?” — “He is sitting among
the poor lepers.: all of them untie [them] all at once, and re-bandage them together, whereas
he unties and re-bandages each separately, [before treating the next], thinking, should I be
wanted, [it being time for my appearance as the Messiah] I must not be delayed [through
having to bandage a number of sores].” So he went to him and greeted him, saying, “Peace
upon thee, Master and Teacher.” “Peace upon thee, O son of Levi,” he replied. “When wilt
thou come, Master?” asked he. “Today,” was his answer. On his returning to Elijah, the lat-
ter inquired, “What did he say to thee?” — “peace Upon thee, O son of Levi,” he answered.
Thereupon he [Elijah] observed, “He thereby assured thee and thy father of [a portion in]
the world to come.” “He spoke falsely to me,” he rejoined, “stating that he would come to-
day, but has not.”” He [Elijah] answered him, “This is what he said to thee, To-day, if ye will
listen to his voice.”

The point is that the Lord God provides for His people a deliverer, and according to the Midrash, the wick-
ed are opposed to the Lord God in heaven, and His ways, and hold such strong opposition to God’s ways
that they would break into heaven if it were possible. The midrash states the wicked, not being capable of
breaking into heaven, they instead attack God’s anointed one, and His people.

The Midrash continues saying,

The presidents and the satraps said to Darius, Are you not a king to do just such? All kings
establish statutes and make laws, as it is said according to the law of the Medes and Persians
(Daniel 6:9). But in your life time, you have not established any statute. The king, hearing
them say, Now, O King, establish the interdict and sign the writing, gave in to them and King
Darius signed the writing and the interdict (Daniel 6:9-10). And when Daniel knew that the
writing was signed, he went into his house; his windows being open in his chamber toward
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed (Daniel 6:11) saying,
Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer, preserve my life from the terror of the enemy (Tehillim
/ Psalms 64:1). When they sought out Daniel, they found him as he stood praying, as it is
said Then these men came tumultuously, and found Daniel praying and making supplication
before his God (Daniel 6:12). Whereupon, Daniel uttered the following words before God,
These men come tumultuously upon me, Hide me from the council of the evil doers, from the
tumult of the workers of iniquity (Tehillim / Psalms 64:3).
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The rabbis recount the story of king Darius establishing a law forcing everyone in his kingdom to worship
the image he built. Daniel maintained praying to the Lord God in heaven rather than Darius’ image. The
men inspired the king to establish this law and then laid in wait for Daniel to disobey the Law and sought to
have him killed. The Midrash states that “Daniel praying and making supplication before his God (Daniel
6:12). Whereupon, Daniel uttered the following words before God, These men come tumultuously upon
me, Hide me from the council of the evil doers; from the tumult of the workers of iniquity (Tehillim / Psalms
64:3).” The rabbis are saying that David prophetically recorded the words that Daniel would say at a future
time. Daniel is understood as being anointed of God. Anointed, in the plural, “my anointed ones” in the mi-
drash may refer to the patriarchs. However, the patriarchs were never anointed with oil, like priests, proph-
ets, and kings in later times. David speaks of the anointed ones (plural) according to Tehillim / Psalms 105.

Tehillim / Psalms 105:6-15

105:6 O seed of Abraham, His servant, O sons of Jacob, His chosen ones! 105:7 He is the
Lord our God; His judgments are in all the earth. 105:8 He has remembered His covenant
forever, The word which He commanded to a thousand generations, 105:9 The covenant
which He made with Abraham, And His oath to Isaac. 105:10 Then He confirmed it to Jacob
for a statute, To Israel as an everlasting covenant, 105:11 Saying, ‘To you I will give the land
of Canaan As the portion of your inheritance,’ 105:12 When they were only a few men in
number, Very few, and strangers in it. 105:13 And they wandered about from nation to nation,
From one kingdom to another people. 105:14 He permitted no man to oppress them, And He
reproved kings for their sakes: 105:15 ‘Do not touch My anointed ones, And do My prophets
no harm.’ (NASB)
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Here the term W02 “My anointed ones” is a reference to the Lord’s prophets (°%°2377). Note that the
Anointed ones are also applied to the covenant people as a whole according to Tehillim / Psalm 89:38 and
89:51.

The midrash continues saying,

As soon as the presidents and the satraps found the means, they approached the king, as is
said, Then they came near, and spoke before the king concerning the king's interdict, Have
you not signed the interdict that every man that will make petition unto any god or man with-
in thirty days, save unto you, O king, will be cast into the den of lions? The king answered
and said, The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which is not
altered. Then they answered and said before the king, That Daniel, who is of the children of
the captivity of Judah, does not regard you, O king, nor the interdict that you have signed, but
makes his petition three times a day. Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore dis-
pleased, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he labored till the going down of the
sun to rescue him (Daniel 6:13-15). As the presidents and the satraps reproached the king,
he said, Look you, you are not to be believed, and so they kept quiet the whole day. At the
going down of the sun, Daniel began to pray, saying, Because of these wicked men, should
not a man pray? Hence, it is said, The king labored till the going down of the sun to rescue
him. Surely, if Daniel did what he did for the sake of a prayer which a man may omit without
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fear of being cut down by heaven or being put to death by a court, how much more ought we
to heed other obligations for whose neglect we are liable to be cut down by heaven to save

Daniel, he could not do so, for the presidents and the satraps said to him, You have told us
You are not to be believed. Behold. You have seen for yourself. (Midrash Tehillim 64, Part 1)

The concept put forward here in the midrash, is that Daniel feared the Lord God in heaven more than the
courts of men and their legal ruling. Daniel realized that compromising with temporal powers can never
lead to redemption. Generally speaking, compromise leads to falling away from God’s Mitzvot. For ex-
ample, most “Believers” today have accepted the unrighteous code of Law makers, instead of insisting that
the Law makers follow God’s morality as described in His Torah. The kingdoms of this world use force,
for there is no love in what they do. Whereas the kingdom of God uses the Torah and love is the keeping of
the Torah (Romans 13:8). There is a big difference between these two types of actions. The apostle James
said there is only one lawgiver (James 4:12) who is the Lord (Isaiah 33:22). According to the Scriptures,
governments have historically led people to sin (see Daniel 3:4-6, 1 Kings 12:25:33, 14:21-24, 2 Kings
13:2, 17:21, 21:11,16, 2 Chronicles 21:6,11-13, Isaiah 9:16), just as we are seeing here in Daniel chapter
7. According to the Prophets, in / Samuel 8:4-20, the Lord God condemned Israel for wanting to be ruled
like other nations, by a human king. When they chose to be ruled by a human leader, our Father in heaven
considered that decision to be a rejection of Himself. The reason being, the people were choosing someone
else to reign over them rather than God (1 Samuel 8:7, 10:19). Only later did the people realize their sin
against the Lord when the man who was elected to govern them turned out to be unfaithful and disobedient
to God’s command (/ Samuel 12:19). The major thrust of the Prophets was not in the creation of new laws,
but in the return and observance of God’s Torah. Such is the case with Hezekiah and Josiah, it was a return
to the ways of the Lord was made among them, God was pleased with their directing and requiring the judg-
es, and other officers, to act according to the Torah. In addition, this is the thrust of the Apostolic Writings
and the new covenant the Lord has made (Jeremiah 31) in the Messiah by writing His Torah on our hearts.
In addition, the Scriptures tell us that to serve an earthly king, or his government, is to serve other gods
(I Samuel 8:8-9). This may have been the result of the nations who believed their rulers to be gods or the
son of the gods as in the Egyptian religion and Pharaoh. The Scriptures describe following disobedient
government as a form of disobedience (/ Samuel 12:17-19, 2 Kings 17:7-8). The Lord rejected those who
followed the statutes of governments instead of His Commandments (2 Kings 17:19-20). The reason being,
throughout the history of Israel, the majority of the kings of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord (/ Kings
11:4-9, 2 Kings 8:18), showing us that the ruler who does not trust in the Lord results in governments that
are corrupt. In the Apostolic Writings, the Jewish leaders, in similar historical fashion, chose king Caesar
over the King Messiah Yeshua (John 19:15). Based upon the covenant agreement we have in Yeshua, and
on all of Scripture, the duty of man is to live by God’s commandments (Ecclesiastes 12:13), and not man’s
commandments which turn from the Truth (Mark 7:7, Colossians 2:20-22, Titus 1:14). The Apostle Paul
said, the servant of the Messiah is to keep God’s Torah (Romans 13:8). When we pray, we pray to do our Fa-
ther’s Will, not man’s will (Matthew 6:10, Luke 11:2). The Lord rewards those who place His Laws above
man-made laws (Shemot / Exodus 1:17,20). We are even instructed to avoid going to courts of law before
the unjust and unbelievers (I Corinthians 6:1-8) mostly for the reason of the corruption in the courts. David
expounded upon these things according to His Psalms, saying Tehillim / Psalms 1:1, “Blessed is the man
that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly.” (NASB) The kings and rulers of the earth are against the Lord,
and against his anointed (7ehillim / Psalm 2:2) where the wicked frame mischief and sin in their hearts.

Tehillim / Psalms 94:20
94:20 Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by a
law? (KJV)

Isaiah 10:1-2
10:1-2 Woe unto them that prescribe grievous laws and take away the right from the poor.
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(NASB)

When a government is ungodly, and the people trust in that government, the Lord God will punish those
whose trust is not in the Lord (Jeremiah 15:4, 46:25, 2 Kings 21:11-12, Isaiah 9:16, Ezekiel 11:10-12, Mi-
cah 6:13,16). The people will be cursed for trusting in man (Jeremiah 17:5, Hosea 10:13). It is better to
trust in the Lord, than to put confidence in man and governments (Zehillim / Psalm 118:8-9). This is the
whole point of the midrash on Daniel who feared the Lord God in heaven more than the courts of men and
their legal ruling.

The midrash continues saying the following,

Then as Scripture says, The king commanded and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the
den of lions (Daniel 6:17). And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den
(Daniel 6:18). But whence stones in Babylon? This stone flew from the Land of Israel and
came to rest at the mouth of the den. Rabbi Huna, in the name of rabbi Jose, interpreted the
word stone as meaning that an angel, in the likeness of a lion, came and sat at the mouth of
the den. And the proof? The verse My God has sent His angel, and has shut the lions mouths,

and they have not hurt me (Daniel 6:23). Then the king went to his palace, and passed the
night fasting; neither were diversions brought before him, and his sleep fled from him (Dan-
iel 6:19), for he said, What did this affliction that I should be cause of this man's dying, see in

me that made it come? Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto
the den of lions. And when he came near unto the den to Daniel, he cried with a pained voice,

O Daniel, servant of the living God, is your God whom you serve continually able to deliver
you from the lions? (Daniel 6:20-21). And though Daniel heard, he did answer because he
was reading the Shema. Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live forever. My God has
sent His angel, and has shut the lions s mouths (Daniel 6:23). How did this happen? When

Daniel went down to the lions, they became like tame beasts in his presence, as is said, The
lion, which is mighty, and turns not away for any, became a tame beast (Mishley / Proverbs
30:30). For the Holy One blessed be He, said, Let a lion come and deliver a lion from the
mouth of a lion. Then was the king exceeding glad, and commanded that they should take
Daniel up out of the den, and the king commanded and they brought those men who accused
Daniel and they cast them into the den of lions. (Daniel 6:24-25). For the accusers had said
to the king, because the lions were already satiated, they did not devour Daniel. The king
said to them, if the lions are satiated, go down and lodge with them this night. Then we will
see whether they are satiated. When the accusers were cast into the den, they were at once
devoured, as is said But God will shoot at them with an arrow. Suddenly, will they be smitten

(Tehillim / Psalms 64:8). As Scripture says, And they cast them into the den of lions, them,

their children, and their wives (Daniel 6:25). (Midrash Tehillim 64, Part 1)

The midrash looks at the Scriptures that speak of Daniel being cast into the den of lions and a stone being
placed over the mouth of the den (Daniel 6:17-18, RD1IR 7 8227 11771 2R2377 1°027) 8 K99n PIR2 1
N33 DD-2Y MAWY 770 138 NN 1 1T32PW) KT RIND 72122 NRIN 0T T9R IRTY MR R0 7y
:2R2172 923 RIWN-K7 °7 °7112727 <RIV ANRIYA X271 AnN01) The question asked in the midrash is where
are there stones in Babylon? The answer is that this stone flew from the land of Israel and came to rest at the
mouth of the den. Why do the rabbis ask the question on the stone and why do they say this stone flew from
Israel? Could this be a reference to the Lord being our rock according to Parashat Haazinu? The stones that
save are the Lord God, being in the Land of Israel is connected to the stone, our Rock, our Redeemer, the
Lord God Almighty? The Talmud Bavli Bekhorot 30 says the following concerning the stones.
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Talmud Bavli Bekhorot 30
written (ver. 18), “And he took the stone.” Rabbi Isaac says this teaches that all these stones
gathered themselves together into one place, as if each were eager that the saint should lay
his head upon it. It happened, as the Rabbis tell us, that all the stones were swallowed up by
one another, and thus merged into one stone.

The rabbis speak of stones miraculously moving together with a reference to Bereshit / Genesis 28:18, the
stone that Jacob slept upon and then arranged into a pillar and anointed with oil. They taught that the stones
moved together into one place being eager that a saint (a righteous man) would lay his head upon it. Could
the midrashic interpretation of the stone that covered the lion’s den having flew from Israel, be taken from
this context, the stone moving so Daniel, the righteous man, would lay his head upon the rock? Thinking on
stones and rocks moving, we are reminded of Yeshua’s words from Matthew 17:20, 21:21, and Mark 11:23.

Matthew 17:19-21

17:19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, ‘Why could we not drive it out?’
17:20 And He said to them, ‘Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if
you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to
there,”and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you. 17:21 [ ‘But this kind does not
go out except by prayer and fasting.’] (NASB)

Matthew 21:20-22

21:20 Seeing this, the disciples were amazed and asked, ‘How did the fig tree wither all at
once?’21:21 And Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, if you have faith and
do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this
mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it will happen. 21:22 ‘And all things you ask
in prayer, believing, you will receive.’ (NASB)

Mark 11:22-26

11:22 And Jesus answered saying to them, ‘Have faith in God. 11:23 ‘Truly I say to you,
whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,” and does not doubt in
his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him. 11:24
‘Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received
them, and they will be granted you. 11:25 ‘Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have
anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your
transgressions. 11:26 [ ‘But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven
forgive your transgressions.’] (NASB)

Yeshua speaks of having faith and moving mountains. The midrash speaking of the stone that flew from
Israel to cover the mouth of the lion’s den, its movement is miraculous, and this occurs by the power of God.
It was by the power of God, Daniel survived the situation. The midrash goes on saying, “Rabbi Huna, in
the name of rabbi Jose, interpreted the word stone as meaning that an angel, in the likeness of a lion, came
and sat at the mouth of the den. And the proof? The verse My God has sent His angel, and has shut the
lions’ mouths, and they have not hurt me (Daniel 6:23).” They are indeed thinking of the miraculous work
of the Lord to deliver Daniel. The midrash recounts the king’s anguish over Daniel, and the next morning
he comes and asks Daniel if the living God has saved him from the lion’s mouths, and the midrash states
that though David heard the king, he did not reply because he was reading the Shema. Was he also given a
Torah scroll and cast into the lion’s den? This again may be a reference to the heathen who rage against the
Lord, against His Torah (His ways), and against His anointed one. Daniel then answers the king and says
the Lord sent His angel to close the mouth of the lions. The men who accused Daniel were then brought and
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cast into the den, and they were consumed immediately.

Midrash Tehillim 64, Part 1 concludes saying, “How many were cast into the den of lions? Mark what
Scripture says, It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom a hundred and twenty satraps and over them three
presidents, of whom Daniel was one (Daniel 6:2-3). Thus, there were one hundred and twenty two men,
and one hundred and twenty two wives, and one hundred and twenty two children, for Scripture says, them,
their children, and their wives, making three hundred four lions who tore each one into four pieces, one
piece for every beast, the beasts tearing them apart even before they got down to the bottom of the den, as
is said, They had not come to the bottom of the den, there were one thousand four hundred and sixty four
lions. Hence, it is said, He that is righteous will be glad in the Lord, and will take refuge in Him; and all the
upright in heart will glory (Tehillim / Psalms 64:11).” The Scriptures say Darius set 120 satraps over the
provinces and appointed three men over these satraps, one of whom was Daniel. Notice how the midrash

adds, 0°12 2”221 ,0°W1 2”21 ,2"2 50 “122 men, 122 wives, and 122 children.” Why do the rabbis add
two more men, wives, and children? Throughout the Psalms we find David expressing his total commitment
and reliance in the Lord. Generations later, David’s descendant, Daniel, embodies this same character de-
spite his power to interpret dreams, the authority that was given by Darius, and the challenges he faced each
day trying to live a Torah observant life in the midst of Babylon. Daniel had been given all of these things
and yet he did not become arrogant, he remained humble before the Lord. The addition of two more, may be
the midrashic understanding of this psalm as prophetically referring to Daniel’s story and Darius the Mede
taking over the rule and appointed 120 satraps to govern his country. These men were greedy and corrupt.
Daniel was appointed as the head of all of them (along with 2 others). Some of these 120 satraps got to-
gether and tried to take Daniel down as they were jealous of him. Daniel was a righteous man who prayed
three times daily, these men pressured Darius to decree that it was prohibited for one to pray to anyone other
than Darius for the first 30 days of his reign. The satraps succeeded in having the king to make this decree
into law, that any prayers recited not directly to the king would be punished by execution by being thrown
into the lion’s pit. Daniel refused to stop praying to the living God and was “caught.” In addition, that this
decree may have been a form of idolatry or individual persecution against Judaism in Babylon.

Tehillim / Psalms 64:6-8 states, 64.:6 They devise injustices, saying, ‘We are ready with a well-conceived
plot’; For the inward thought and the heart of a man are deep. 64:7 But God will shoot at them with an ar-
row; Suddenly they will be wounded. 64:8 So they will make him stumble; Their own tongue is against them;
All who see them will shake the head. (NASB) Ungodly men will stumble by their own words and actions
because the Lord God is shooting them with arrows due to their sin and wickedness. When the satraps saw
that Daniel was untouched by the lions, they may have argued to the king that Daniel was not touched by
the lions because they must not be hungry. The king threw them into the den, and the Scriptures say they
were devoured immediately. He ordered that they all be thrown into the den to test if the lions were indeed
hungry. The midrash asks how many were cast into the den? The rabbis refer to all 120 satraps being cast
into the den. The wicked stumbled and fell into their own trap, and died. When the people witnessed the
great miracle of Daniel’s salvation and the downfall of his conspirators they were brought to awe before
the Lord, whom Daniel credited with his salvation. King Darius sent out a decree publicizing the miracle
and giving credit to the Great God of Daniel who saved him. He acknowledged the Lord as the living God,
eternal and all-powerful. When we experience the miracles and kindness of the Lord in our own lives, we
strive to share it with others and pass on the faith that we have and to encourage others in the same. Daniel
followed in the footsteps of his great predecessors King David who used the psalms as a powerful tool for
showing the mercies of God, and singing praises to His name. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

You are a blessing to us always in the way in which You work to strengthen our faith, and giving us a
willing spirit within to live obediently to Your words. We thank You for revealing Your truth and righteous-
ness to us, and we thank You for David’s words which bring out these important discussion points which
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help us to look more closely to our lives. Thank You for giving us the faith to believe in Yeshua the King
Messiah! Please have mercy on us, forgive us for our sins, help us to live righteous lives, and to set our
minds on those things that bring glory to Your Name. We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that
we may enter into the covenant of peace that You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our
faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all
of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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