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The Unworthy Man

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 59:1-17, the psalm is described in the following way, N
DITR-NY 771 28D 2PN 7298 0IR-NX 07173 0 NN | I0IRTD 207727 TIT7 onIn MITY WDV TRIm?
2R WY 00W n2n-R°A2 For the choir director; according to Shushan Eduth. A Mikhtam of David, to
teach; when he struggled with Aram-naharaim and with Aram-zobah, and Joab returned, and smote twelve
thousand of Edom in the Valley of Salt. (NASB) David opens his psalm saying, D9IX 1I0¥19 1A 278 3
[TPYR T NRYT AR MY AR 7 Yn-"0 W 197 ANRYS YN Anwya 717 22300 60:10
God, You have rejected us. You have broken us; You have been angry; O, restore us. 60:2 You have made the
land quake, You have split it open; Heal its breaches, for it totters. 60:3 You have made Your people experi-
ence hardship; You have given us wine to drink that makes us stagger. (NASB) What was it that the people
did to anger the Lord? Can we anger the Lord today by behaving in a similar manner? The psalmist con-
tinues saying, 7170 VWP *197% 0DIINTY 01 RY? ANI 160:4 You have given a banner to those who fear
You, That it may be displayed because of the truth. Selah. (NASB) What is the significance of a banner for
those who fear the Lord and for truth? The purpose is so, :[*3337] 13¥ 7% YW PTT PR 907 7
60:5 That Your beloved may be delivered, Save with Your right hand, and answer us! (NASB) David says, I
T WK TIVR DMK AR 9 [ 7YX 7 0 TTN NIB0 PR DIV RPN ARYN WTRR 137 | Doy
:DTTN-79 2303 "0 8 1Y 1220 X DYYINT NYR VoY *7Y1 TOUN DITR-7Y "X 10 | X - oppmn
60:6 God has spoken in His holiness: ‘I will exult, I will portion out Shechem and measure out the valley of
Succoth. 60:7 ‘Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine; Ephraim also is the helmet of My head; Judah is My
scepter. 60:8 ‘Moab is My washbowl; Over Edom I shall throw My shoe; Shout loud, O Philistia, because of
Me!” 60:9 Who will bring me into the besieged city? Who will lead me to Edom? (NASB) What does it mean
to pour out Shechem and measure out the valley of Succoth? Why does David say Manasseh is his, Ephraim
is a helmet, and Judah a scepter? David concludes his psalm saying, RXN-X?] 20737 25198 7AR-X?7 2
APIE 012 RIT) DO-TYYI 2R T QTR NYIYA KW X0 DY N-020 2 ArniRe 0°5oy 60:10
Have not You Yourself, O God, rejected us? And will You not go forth with our armies, O God? 60:11 O give
us help against the adversary, For deliverance by man is in vain. 60:12 Through God we shall do valiantly,
And it is He who will tread down our adversaries. (NASB) The Lord is our Salvation!
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Tehillim / Psalms 60

For the choir director; according to
Shushan Eduth. A Mikhtam of Da-
vid, to teach; when he struggled with
Aram-naharaim and with Aram-zo-
bah, and Joab returned, and smote
twelve thousand of Edom in the Val-
ley of Salt. 60:1 O God, You have
rejected us. You have broken us; You
have been angry; O, restore us. 60:2
You have made the land quake, You
have split it open; Heal its breaches,
for it totters. 60:3 You have made
Your people experience hardship;
You have given us wine to drink that
makes us stagger. 60:4 You have giv-
en a banner to those who fear You,
That it may be displayed because of
the truth. Selah. 60:5 That Your be-
loved may be delivered, Save with
Your right hand, and answer us!
60:6 God has spoken in His holi-
ness: ‘I will exult, I will portion out
Shechem and measure out the valley
of Succoth. 60:7 ‘Gilead is Mine,
and Manasseh is Mine; Ephraim also
is the helmet of My head; Judah is
My scepter. 60:8 ‘Moab is My wash-
bowl; Over Edom I shall throw My
shoe; Shout loud, O Philistia, be-
cause of Me!” 60:9 Who will bring
me into the besieged city? Who will
lead me to Edom? 60:10 Have not
You Yourself, O God, rejected us?
And will You not go forth with our
armies, O God? 60:11 O give us
help against the adversary, For de-
liverance by man is in vain. 60:12
Through God we shall do valiantly,
And it is He who will tread down our
adversaries. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 60

60:1 For praise. Concerning the ancient
testimony between Jacob and Laban. A
copy made by David, for instruction. 60:2
When David had gathered troops and
passed by the Heap of Witness and fought
with Aram-on-the-Euphrates and Aram
Zobah, and afterwards Joab returned and
smote the Edomites in the Plain of Salt,
and twelve thousand from the army of Da-
vid and Joab fell. 60:3 David said, “O God,
you have abandoned us, you have attacked
us in fierce anger; return to us in your glo-
ry.” 60:4 You shook the land of Israel, you
made it quake and you flayed it; heal its
wounds, for it has become unsteady. 60:5
You made your people see hardship, you
made us drink the wine of execration. 60:6
You have given those who fear you a sign
to be lifted up by, because of the honesty
of Abraham forever. 60:7 Because of the
merit of Isaac, those who love you will be
delivered; redeem with your right hand be-
cause of the piety of Jacob, and accept my
prayer. 60:8 God speaks in his sanctuary: I
will be glad, for those of the house of Isra-
el will prevail; I will divide the spoil with
the sons of Joseph who dwell in Shechem,
and in the plain of Succoth I will measure
the measure and divide the booty. 60:9 My
people were of the house of Gilead, and
my people were of the house of Manasseh;
and the warriors of the house of Ephraim
are the strength of my head, and those of
the house of Judah are the scribes of my
school. 60:10 I trampled on the Moabites,
my feet were dipped in the blood of their
warriors as in my washing-basin; on the
nape of the neck of the warriors of Edom
I set my shoe; shout over the Philistines,
O congregation of Israel. 60:11 Who is he
that led me to the ruined city of Tyre? Who
is he that guided me to Edom? 60:12 Is it
not you, O Lord? You have abandoned us;
and you will not go out, O God, with our
forces. 60:13 Give us help against the op-
pressor, for in vain is the redemption of a
son of man. 60:14 By the word of the Lord
we will exercise might, and he will subdue
our oppressors. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 60

For the end, for them that shall yet be
changed; for an inscription by David
for instruction, when he had burned
Mesopotamia of Syria, and Syria So-
bal, and Joab had returned and smit-
ten in the valley of salt twelve thou-
sand. 60:1 O God, thou hast rejected
and destroyed us; thou hast been an-
gry, yet hast pitied us. 60:2 Thou hast
shaken the earth, and troubled it; heal
its breaches, for it has been shaken.
60:3 Thou hast shewn thy people hard
things: thou has made us drink the
wine of astonishment. 60:4 Thou hast
given a token to them that fear thee,
that they might flee from the bow.
Pause. 60:5 That thy beloved ones
may be delivered; save with thy right
hand, and hear me. 60:6 God has spo-
ken in his holiness; I will rejoice, and
divide Sicima, and measure out the
valley of tents. 60:7 Galaad is mine,
and Manasse is mine; and Ephraim is
the strength of my head; 60:8 Judas
is my king; Moab is the caldron of
my hope; over Idumea will I stretch
out my shoe; the Philistines have
been subjected to me. 60:9 Who will
lead me into the fortified city? who
will guide me as far a Idumea? 60:10
Wilt not thou, O God, who hast cast
us off? and wilt not thou, O God, go
forth with our forces? 60:11 Give us
help from trouble: for vain is the de-
liverance of man. 60:12 In God will
we do valiantly; and he shall bring to
nought them that harass us. (LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 59:1-17, the psalm is described in the following way, X
DITR-NN 771 AR AP 723X DIR-NRY 2273 2O DR | NI 2027 MTH DRn MITY WI-DY HRINY
2R WY 2°3Y n2n-R°32 For the choir director; according to Shushan Eduth. A Mikhtam of David, to
teach; when he struggled with Aram-naharaim and with Aram-zobah, and Joab returned, and smote twelve
thousand of Edom in the Valley of Salt. (NASB) The opening verses in the English translation according to

the NASB contain a number of transliterated words. The first words N7y JWW-5¥ (according to Shushan
Eduth) which means according to the “Testimony” (N317¥) of “lilies” (J¥I). The point of the transliteration
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of the English translation, these words are “difficult to translate” and therefore ““transliterated” in the typ-
ical fashion. Reading the Hebrew text, the testimony of lilies does not provide us with info on why David

wrote these words in this particular way. The word ““shushan” (J¢1%) however is used elsewhere in the
Scriptures, therefore, let’s look at how the word shushan is used elsewhere.
According to the book of Esther, Shushan was an ancient city known as the citadel of Shushan.

Esther 2:3

Let the king appoint overseers in all the provinces of his kingdom that they may gather every
beautiful young virgin to the citadel of Susa, to the harem, into the custody of Hegai, the
king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the women; and let their cosmetics be given them. (NASB)

T8 Y2 N0 TPN-TWI-72-NN NI IMO7R NIPTR-723 D0TRR TR TR 3
PRIMA 1INI) DWIT MW 720 09 Ry T-0R DOWIT 10208 11702

Easton’s dictionary states, ““the Susa of Greek and Roman writers, once the capital of Elam. It lay in the up-
lands of Susiana, on the east of the Tigris, about 150 miles to the north of the head of the Persian Gulf. It is
the modern Shush, on the northwest of Shuster. Once a magnificent city, it is now an immense mass of ruins.
Here Daniel saw one of his visions (Daniel 8); and here also Nehemiah (Nehemiah 1) began his public life.
Most of the events recorded in the Book of Esther took place here.” The citadel of Shushan is mentioned in
Esther 2:3, 2:8, 3:15, and 8:15.

The next set of transliterated words are “Aram-naharaim” (23731 27X) and “Aram-zobah” (721X 07X).
The word “Aram” (07X) is the name of a place. The word “Naharaim” (2°7:73) is the plural form of the root

word ““nahar” (7771) meaning ““river,” thus, Aram-naharaim means the place of the river. Aram-Naharaim is
a region that is mentioned five times in the Hebrew Bible (Bereshit / Genesis 24:10, Devarim / Deuteronomy

23:5, Judges 3:8, Tehillim / Psalms 60, and 1 Chronicles 19:6). The word “Zobah” (77121¥) the BDB lexicon
states that this word is ““from an unused root meaning to station; a station; Zoba or Zobah, a region of Syr-
ia.”” This word occurs in 1 Samuel 14:47, 2 Samuel 8:3, 5, and 12, 1 Kings 11:23, 1 Chronicles 18:3, 5, and

9, and 2 Chronicles 8:3. For example, in 1 Samuel 14:47, | 2°20 009" PXW°-2¥ 021990 727 2IRY) ™
W IR 9921 DORYHH2I 129R 209023 DITRDY 1iRY-"1221 | aKin3 1°2°R-923 14:47 Now when Saul

had taken the kingdom over Israel, he fought against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, the sons
of Ammon, Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the Philistines; and wherever he turned, he inflicted punishment.
(NASB) Based upon the usage of the these words, Aram-naharaim and Aram-zobah, appear to be places
associated with a place of a river and with Syria.

The Septuagint and the Aramaic Targum Pseudo Jonathan translate these verses from Tehillim / Psalms
60 to say the following:

Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 60

For the end, for them that shall yet be changed; for an inscription by David for instruction,
when he had burned Mesopotamia of Syria, and Syria Sobal, and Joab had returned and
smitten in the valley of salt twelve thousand. (LXX)

60:1 €ig 10 téhog 10ig dALowONGOoUEVOLS Tt €l oTnAoypaeiay T@® Acvd &g ddaynv ondte
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gmdtagev TV edpoyyd TV GADV dmoeka YIAMAdg 0 Be0¢ Amdcm NUAS Kol KaBeTAeg NS
opyicOng kai oiktipnoag Nuag
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Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 60:1-2

60:1 For praise. Concerning the ancient testimony between Jacob and Laban. A copy made
by David, for instruction. 60:2 When David had gathered troops and passed by the Heap
of Witness and fought with Aram-on-the-Euphrates and Aram Zobah, and afterwards Joab
returned and smote the Edomites in the Plain of Salt, and twelve thousand from the army of
David and Joab fell. (EMC)

TPWN NTWID D 2 IRDIRD NT T HY AWID 1291 2PV 9102 97 RMITAD PNV DY ROAwh X
X727 2RI 2N 19 N2 1Y 7218 QY °T 0IR QI NI OV 0T DIR OV AR RNITI0 AR DY 02
JPDPR WY 1970 70770 AR TITT PO N 1751 KA WON2 RPITR N

The place Aram-naharaim is identified with Mesopotamia of Syria in the Septuagint, and Aram-on-the-Eu-
phrates in the Aramaic Targum. In Bereshit / Genesis, it is used somewhat interchangeably with the names
Paddan Aram and Haran to denote the place where Abraham stayed briefly with his father Terah’s family
after leaving Ur of the Chaldees, while en route to Canaan (see Bereshit / Genesis 11:31), and the location
to which later patriarchs obtained wives, rather than marry the daughters of Canaan. In Bereshit / Genesis,
Paddan Aram refers to the part of Aram-Naharaim along the upper Euphrates, while Haran is mainly iden-
tified with the ancient city of Harran on the Balikh River. According to one rabbinical Jewish tradition, the
birthplace of Abraham (Ur) was also situated in Aram-Naharaim (see Ramban on Lech Lecha).

Zobah or Aram-Zobah (7121X O7X) was the capital of an early Aramean state in southern Syria, at one
time of considerable importance. In 1 Samuel 14:47, its king is supposed to have fought with Saul, but this
is unconfirmed. Its king, Hadadezer son of Rehob, allied with Ammon against David, who defeated Zobah
and made the kingdom tributary to Israel (see 2 Samuel 10). The Arameans from across the Euphrates came
to Hadadezer’s aid (2 Samuel 10:16). During King Solomon’s reign, Zobah became independent of Israel
(see and compare 1 Kings 11:23). Berothai, a city belonging to Hadadezer (2 Samuel 8:8) is identified by
many with Berothah (Ezekiel 47:16), which was between Hamath and Damascus; Zobah was probably lo-
cated near this city. This city is probably located in the far south of Syria and parts of Lebanon. From the
11™ century, it was common Rabbinic usage to apply the term “Aram Zobah” to the area of Aleppo, and this
is perpetuated by the Syrian Jews to this day.

Tehillim / Psalms 60, based on these opening verses, appear to be related to a testimony of Shushan, of
the wisdom of David to teach something about when he struggled with a Syrian city, perhaps in a time of
war. The opening verses continue saying 778 WY 223 127-RX°32 DITR-NX 721 281> 21 and Joab re-
turned, and smote twelve thousand of Edom in the Valley of Salt. (NASB) This is thought to be related to 2
Samuel 8:3 David smote also Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his border
at the river Euphrates. (NASB) Therefore, based upon the opening two verses from Tehillim / Psalms 60,
David is describing the psalm by the events of war and his role as king to free a region of Israel from the
king of Zobah.

David opens his psalm saying, 797 ARNED YN TAYYT 7 117 221U ADIN UAXID NATI 20X A
TI2VR 1Y NDCRWI AWR TRY ADORYT T Iun-2D 3°72W 60:1 O God, You have rejected us. You have bro-
ken us; You have been angry; O, restore us. 60:2 You have made the land quake, You have split it open; Heal
its breaches, for it totters. 60:3 You have made Your people experience hardship; You have given us wine to

drink that makes us stagger. (NASB) In the first three verses, David seeks the Lord to restore (2230R) the
people which is equated to being free from our enemies. He goes on to describe what the Lord has done, he

has caused the earth to shake (TRWYTT), split open the land (7NNXD), and he asks for the Lord to heal (7197)
from the Arabic dagger (;7°72%) because of the rod or staff (7797). The rod or staff is a symbol of ruling and
reigning, and David may be referring to the LORD (77177?) who is our Shepherd, where His rod and staff are
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present, guiding and directing us; David’s request may be based upon asking the Lord to heal the land and

restore the people and the boarders of Israel because He is in control. The word for restoration (22%n) also
has the implication of repentance and turning from sin; David seeks the Lord’s help to cause the restoration
of the people in their return to God’s ways, to His Torah. David continues saying that the Lord is the cause
of the people’s hardship and that He has given them wine to stumble and stagger.

What was it that the people did to anger the Lord? According to Torah in Parashat Reah (7iX7 NWAD) we
read in Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:28, 7773-1%2 QRQ) 02078 7137 NINN-O8 WHwn Ko-O8 799pm 1o
ONYT-XD WK 0008 208 CIOR N29% 090 DINR I8 ODIN WK 11:28 and the curse, if you do not
listen to the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way which I am commanding
you today, by following other gods which you have not known. (NASB) Can we anger the Lord today by
behaving in a similar manner? When we think about listening and obeying, the motivation should be from
a sense of our love for the Lord. The word ““love” however has been distorted in today’s society where the
meaning of love has been diminished. Some view love as simply a feeling, Yeshua taught us that *““If you
love me, keep my commandments’” demonstrating that love requires action. This may be illustrated by the
words “‘sympathy”” verses ““compassion.” The one who sympathizes, sees and feels a persons sorrow and
hardship, but does nothing. The one who has compassion, sees, feels, and then does something about the
need. This conclusion is based upon a comparison in the Scriptures, the word sympathy is used very infre-
quently as compared to the word compassion. Yeshua had compassion upon the crowd of people and he did
something about their needs. His compassion for humanity led to his bearing our sins upon the cross. The

love of God and His commandments go hand in hand. For example, this is what we read in the Torah in
Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:11-16 and 10:18-19.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:11-16

10:11 “Go,” the LORD said to me, ““and lead the people on their way, so that they may enter
and possess the land that | swore to their fathers to give them.” 10:12 And now, O Israel,
what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his
ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,

JWI-2221 7229-722 T0K 7iT-NX T2y7) IR 725871)10:13 and to observe the LORD’s

commands and decrees that | am giving you today for your own good? 10:14 To the LORD
your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it. 10:15
Yet the LORD set his affection on your forefathers and loved them, and he chose you, their
descendants, above all the nations, as it is today. 10:16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore,
and do not be stiff-necked any longer (NASB)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:18-20

10:18 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him
food and clothing. 10:19 And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were
aliens in Egypt. 10:20 Fear the LORD your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take
your oaths in his name. (NASB)

Here we find what the Lord requires of us, to fear Him, to walk in His ways, to love Him, and to serve Him
with all our heart, mind, and soul. Note that the Hebrew Scriptures state 728 711-n% 72y¥7) IR 72987

WDI-2223 7227-223 saying to love the Lord and to serve him with all our hearts and all of our life (nefesh).
All of who we are. This kind of love is that which is lived out daily. We are also told how this ““life and
love” of God is to be lived out. The Torah instructs us to circumcise our hearts, cutting away sin from our
lives, and to defend the fatherless and widow, one is to have compassion for (love) the foreigner and give
him food and clothing. These things are done out of fear (respect) of the Lord and because we love Him.
The blessing that God sends into the life of the one who serves Him because they love Him, the Lord will
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cause them to increase, and no one will be able to stand against them (see Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:1-25).
The Apostle John wrote in His first epistle saying:

1 John 2:1-7

2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone
sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2:2 and He Himself
is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.
2:3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 2:4 The
one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him; 2:5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly
been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 2:6 the one who says he abides in Him
ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked. 2:7 Beloved, | am not writing a new
commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning; the
old commandment is the word which you have heard. (NASB)

John continues saying in 1 John 5:1-3:

1 John 5:1-3

5:1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father
loves the child born of Him. 5:2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we
love God and observe His commandments. 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. (NASB)

In John’s second epistle he wrote:

2 John 1:1-6

1:1 The elder to the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in truth; and not only I, but
also all who know the truth, 1:2 for the sake of the truth which abides in us and will be with
us forever: 1:3 Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus
Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 1:4 | was very glad to find some of your chil-
dren walking in truth, just as we have received commandment to do from the Father. 1:5 Now
| ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new commandment, but the one which
we have had from the beginning, that we love one another. 1:6 And this is love, that we walk
according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the
beginning, that you should walk in it. (NASB)

This is exactly what we read in Devarim / Deuteronomy 10, loving the Lord, loving others, and obeying the
commands. If we are not doing what the Lord expects of us, the Lord will do things in our lives to move
our hearts to repentance and return to His ways. This is a very important concept here. This is about taking
our faith seriously. Take for example the Apostle Paul’s words to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 11:23-32.

1 Corinthians 11:23-32

11:23 For | received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in
the night in which He was betrayed took bread; 11:24 and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 11:25 In
the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My
blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 11:26 For as often as you eat
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 11:27 Therefore
whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty
of the body and the blood of the Lord. 11:28 But a man must examine himself, and in so doing
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he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 11:29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and
drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. 11:30 For this reason many
among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. 11:31 But if we judged ourselves rightly,
we would not be judged. 11:32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so
that we will not be condemned along with the world. (NASB)

Paul is speaking about discerning the body and the blood during Pesach and he continues saying that there
are those who partake of Pesach unworthily. Notice how taking the bread and the wine in an unworthy man-
ner eats and drinks judgment upon one’s self. Partaking in these things in an unworthy manner results in
weakness, sickness, and death. In 1 Corinthians 11:31-32 he says, 11:31 But if we judged ourselves rightly,
we would not be judged. 11:32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not
be condemned along with the world. (NASB) Notice that he is drawing into context judging ourselves and
the Lord judging us. This is related to taking our faith seriously. Do you take your faith seriously enough to
change how you live, what you bring into your body, through the eyes, ears, or mouth? Paul is not talking
about the manner in which one takes communion (e.g. Eucharist), he is talking about judging ourselves
rightly before God, counting ourselves worthy before God, taking our faith seriously to consider what it is
that we are doing when taking the body and the blood in the bread and the wine. Do we take our faith seri-
ously enough that our lives demonstrate that we truly do love God and seek to obey His commands. This is
a personal judgment (personal examination) that each of us on an individual basis need to consider before
God. I know many people who are sick and ill, I cannot make the judgment call because I do not know
one’s heart before God regarding these things, however, is illness related to ones faith? The Apostle Paul
seems to suggest that is certainly the case. The point is these words from the Torah regarding the blessing
and the curses continue today, they are not done away with in the Messiah Yeshua. Each one of us are held
accountable before God in the Messiah, and each one of us needs to consider the consequences of neglecting
the Word of God and not taking our faith seriously enough. Being casual about the commandments, is this
what Paul was talking about in 1 Corinthians 11 concerning weakness, illness, and death? These Scriptures
suggest that the Lord works in our lives in order to turn us from of own sinful ways to God’s ways, and to
take our faith seriously. Do you really take your faith and walk before God seriously? Consider your private
life, the life you live when you are alone and nobody else sees except God?

David continues saying, 1179 bY/P 191 00IINA? 01 TPR? 7ANI 160:4 You have given a banner to
those who fear You, That it may be displayed because of the truth. Selah. (NASB) What is the significance of
a banner for those who fear the Lord and for truth? In Tehillim / Psalms 20, David said 20:5 We will sing for
joy over your victory, And in the name of our God we will set up our banners. May the LORD fulfill all your
petitions. (NASB) David said previously that we will set up our banners in the name of our God. The ban-
ner is set up either as a preparation for war (Jeremiah 51:27 Lift up a banner in the land! Blow the trumpet
among the nations! Prepare the nations for battle against her; summon against her these kingdoms: Ararat,
Minni and Ashkenaz. Appoint a commander against her; send up horses like a swarm of locusts. NIV) or is
related to our putting our trust in the Lord and relying upon His strength. Those who fear the Lord are syn-
onymous to those who love the Lord, and these descriptions of the banners is found within the victory the
Lord will bring for His people. We do not need to fear engaging the enemy, and a good soldier will endure
suffering and fight his batters under the banner of the Lord of hosts, the idea is that we are representative
of whom we serve. Yeshua the Messiah is described in the Apostolic Writings as King and Lord, He is our
salvation, He comes with the salvation of God in hand, and He has won complete victory over our enemies
and therefore we are able to set up banners in His name because of our triumph over sin, the Evil One, death,
and hell. Notice how David continues saying, :[*1391] 2331 7370 7V 3707 1870 1wn?  160:5 That
Your beloved may be delivered, Save with Your right hand, and answer us! (NASB) The idea of the banner,
our setting up a banner, or the Lord establishing His banner over us is coupled with the idea that He brings
with Him salvation in His right hand. The Lord is the One in whom we can place our trust.

David continues saying, | 7973 °7 ¥ 7728 N30 pny) 0W ORPOK AYR Wpa 127 | oK n
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X CYYINT NP9 22y 7Yl TIYR OIS0 ¥M 10 [ axTn e A7 WK Ty 070N TI 9)
:DITR-TY 203 o %R Y °192° 1 60:6 God has spoken in His holiness: ‘I will exult, | will portion out

Shechem and measure out the valley of Succoth. 60:7 *Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine; Ephraim also
is the helmet of My head; Judah is My scepter. 60:8 “Moab is My washbowl; Over Edom I shall throw My

shoe; Shout loud, O Philistia, because of Me!” 60:9 Who will bring me into the besieged city? Who will lead

me to Edom? (NASB) What does it mean to pour out Shechem and measure out the valley of Succoth? In

Tehillim / Psalms 60:8, the word ng‘?m; is from the root word P11 meaning ““‘part, portion, fraction, share,”
and signifies a portion of inheritance. The Lord is exercising dominion over Shechem, a place in Israel, and
the Scripture says the Lord will measure out the valley of Succoth, which is a different place. The idea is
that these two places, Shechem and the valley of Succoth are used to describe all of the land of Canaan. Itis
interesting that according to the Aramaic Targum, the dividing Shechem is understood as dividing the spoils
of the enemy, specifically, from Egypt, and the spoils being divided among the sons of Joseph who dwell in
Shechem.

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 60:8-11

60:8 God speaks in his sanctuary: 1 will be glad, for those of the house of Israel will prevail;
I will divide the spoil with the sons of Joseph who dwell in Shechem, and in the plain of
Succoth I will measure the measure and divide the booty. 60:9 My people were of the house
of Gilead, and my people were of the house of Manasseh; and the warriors of the house of
Ephraim are the strength of my head, and those of the house of Judah are the scribes of my
school. 60:10 | trampled on the Moabites, my feet were dipped in the blood of their warriors
as in my washing-basin; on the nape of the neck of the warriors of Edom I set my shoe; shout
over the Philistines, O congregation of Israel. 60:11 Who is he that led me to the ruined city
of Tyre? Who is he that guided me to Edom? (EMC)

A0 %12 QY KNP PYOR HRIW° N°27 PNI2AANY 21X MR TOWIPR N2 YN RAPR 1
TN AYY YRR DT NN Y B IRTY POORY RNAWOA TWRCR NI WO 2w 1ANT
NPOY2 > IOV NPAT XPOID0 TN NPT WOIT RIVIY 2OIOK N7 PPN WA N°AT
OPHY TR 7203 27PN NPT DY ONPW TIT I P20 DITRA D940 WHDR ORIARIMNA
X177 XNIPY ONY D2IRT RWT 32 R ORIWST RNWSID 230K 22227 SRNWOHD MY IRON

DTN TV 037277 RINT I IRT

Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 60:6-9

60:6 God has spoken in his holiness; | will rejoice, and divide Sicima, and measure out the
valley of tents. 60:7 Galaad is mine, and Manasse is mine; and Ephraim is the strength of my
head; 60:8 Judas is my king; Moab is the caldron of my hope; over Idumea will | stretch out
my shoe; the Philistines have been subjected to me. 60:9 Who will lead me into the fortified
city? who will guide me as far a Idumea?

60:6 0 0e0c ELAANGEY &V TO AYim aTOD AYOAMACOMOL KoL SOUEPLD KLU0 Kol TV KOLAdo
TOV oknvev dtopetpriom 60:7 éuog éotv INodaad kol €uog éotiv Mavaoorn kai Eepaip
Kpotoimotg The Ke@aAng pov lovdag Paciredc pov 60:8 Mwap AEPng g EAmidog pov €mt
v [dovpaiov Ektevd 10 HTOIMUG pov Epol aAAOPLAOL rtetdyncav 60:9 Tig dmaet pe €ic
oMV EPLOYT|g Tic 0dNyNoeL pe Emg thg [dovuaiog

Copyright © 2014 MATSATIL.COM Ministry 9



David goes on to say Manasseh is his, Ephraim is a helmet, and Judah a scepter. In the Scriptures, Ephraim
was the most important of the tribes next to Judah, and held the central position in the western region, form-
ing the main strength of the northern kingdom after the separation under Jeroboam (see 1 Kings 12:25 and
compare Isaiah 7:2, 5, 9, 17, Isaiah 9:21, Hosea 4:17, 5:7-14, and 6:4-10) The Tanach describes Ephraim
as more numerous and populous than Manasseh, and abounded with mighty men, which are the strength
of a prince. This may be why here in the Psalm Ephraim is called the strength of his head. The prophet
Zechariah stated the following regarding Ephraim, Zechariah 10:6 ‘I will strengthen the house of Judah,
And | will save the house of Joseph, And | will bring them back, Because | have had compassion on them;
And they will be as though | had not rejected them, For | am the Lord their God and I will answer them.
10:7 “Ephraim will be like a mighty man, And their heart will be glad as if from wine; Indeed, their children
will see it and be glad, Their heart will rejoice in the Lord. (NASB) The scepter of Judah is obviously a
reference to Bereshit / Genesis 49:10 ‘The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler’s staff from
between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. (NASB) The com-
ment about Moab being God’s washbowl, over Edom I will throw My shoe and Philistia, etc, is repeated in
Tehillim / Psalms 108:9 “Moab is My washbowl; Over Edom | shall throw My shoe; Over Philistia I will
shout aloud.” Jeremiah 48:1-25 speaks of the destruction of Moab an the reasons why. Jeremiah states that
Moab is a nation of madmen (48:2), they trust in deeds, in riches, and Chemosh was their god (48:7). Che-
mosh was the national deity of the Moabites whose name most likely meant ““destroyer’ or ““subduer.”” The
Scriptures describe Chemosh associated with the Moabites, and Judges 11:24 also indicates that he was the
national deity of the Ammonites as well. Chemosh was imported to Jerusalem by King Solomon (1 Kings
11:7). The evil associated with worshiping Chemosh was evident in a curse from the scriptures which says,
“the abomination of Moab.” It was King Josiah who destroyed the Israclites who worshiped this god (2
Kings 23). The Talmud quoted by Rashi says that his wives (Solomon) built the temples and he is consid-
ered responsible for not stopping them. The throwing of the shoe at Edom is a description of the worst kind
of disrespect and conquering the people, placing the foot upon a person shows their having been defeated.
We know historically that both Moab and Edom no longer exist, the cities and people were destroyed be-
cause of their wicked lives and their contempt for Isracl God’s people. Chemosh was a disaster and Moab
would be ashamed of him according to Jeremiah 48. Believers in Yeshua the Messiah are not immune from
trouble if one is participating in sin or even setting up an idol in one’s heart which may be anything that
takes away from Yeshua and our Father in Heaven who rightfully should find the central place in our lives.

David concludes his psalm saying, 317-7127 3> 2°DIR2¥I 0°778 R¥N-8D) UAMIT 298 TAR-KPG 20
APTY 012 XIM -yl 2oT0R2 T DR NYIWA XYY D% NIV 60:10 Have not You Yourself, O God,
rejected us? And will You not go forth with our armies, O God? 60:11 O give us help against the adversary,
For deliverance by man is in vain. 60:12 Through God we shall do valiantly, And it is He who will tread
down our adversaries. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint say the following:

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 60:12-14

60:12 Is it not you, O Lord? You have abandoned us; and you will not go out, O God, with
our forces. 60:13 Give us help against the oppressor, for in vain is the redemption of a son of
man. 60:14 By the word of the Lord we will exercise might, and he will subdue our oppres-
sors. (EMC)
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 60:6-9

60:10 Wilt not thou, O God, who hast cast us off? and wilt not thou, O God, go forth with our
forces? 60:11 Give us help from trouble: for vain is the deliverance of man. 60:12 In God will
we do valiantly; and he shall bring to nought them that harass us. (LXX)

60:10 ovyl oV 0 g6 O AnwchueVoc UAS Kol ovK £Eglebon O Oedc €v Taig duvauesty MUAV
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David’s concluding words describe his desire for the Lord to deliver rather than for man. He says that deliv-
erance from man is in vain, through God however we will do valiantly because the Lord will tread down our
enemies. The Aramaic Targum states that the word of the Lord will exercise might and subdue our enemies.
The Word of the Lord giving help from trouble and having the power to subdue is a clear description of
God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt according to the Torah when by the word of the Lord great plagues
came down upon Israel’s enemies. No human force is able to deliver us in the way in which the Lord will
deliver. Our confidence should be in the Lord God of heaven, so He is glorified and not man. The whole
point is that the righteous are to give glory to God in a worthy manner. Do you trust in the works of your
hands, in riches, or something else like the people of Moab did? Do you take your faith seriously enough to
be counted worthy to stand before the Lord? There are so many ways evil and sin come into our lives today.
How important is it to turn from sin in light of what Tehillim / Psalms 60 is saying? This is about judging
ourselves and taking action before the Lord judges us. Do you take your faith seriously enough to change
how you live, what you bring into your body, through the eyes, ears, or even what goes in and out of your
mouth? The Psalm this week speaks of our judging ourselves rightly before God, counting ourselves worthy
before Him, and taking our faith seriously enough that our lives demonstrate that we truly do love God and
seek to obey His commands. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We ask that You would help us to dig up and cast out the sin that may have taken root in our lives. Give
us the strength and the resolve to turn for habitual sin. Please increase our faith so that we can remain upon
the straight and narrow path of righteousness and truth. We thank You for the constant reminder to seek You
and Your ways O Lord. Please have mercy on us, forgive us for our sins, help us to live righteous lives, and
remain true in our faith and consistent in our walk before You even in the midst of troubling times. Help us
to set our minds on those things that are wholesome and righteous, with those things that are from above,
with a desire to show mercy and love toward one another. We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua
that we may enter into the covenant of peace that You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our
faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all
of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!
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Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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