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The Spirit checks what the heart desires

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 55:1-23, the psalm opens saying, ?°3W7% NP3 0¥IN? X
21177 For the choir director; on stringed instruments. A Maskil of David. (NASB) David says, 713°IR7 2
YY) NRY *19n X DTpn T IR WW T OI Y APURD 3 onannn D7¥nR-oX) nen o7y
DINYWS ORI NN V9V W0-3 55:1 Give ear to my prayer, O God,; And do not hide Yourself from my sup-
plication. 55:2 Give heed to me and answer me; I am restless in my complaint and am surely distracted,
55:3 Because of the voice of the enemy, Because of the pressure of the wicked,; For they bring down trouble
upon me And in anger they bear a grudge against me. (NASB) He seeks the Lord to hear his prayer because
he seeks a speedy answer due to the pressure of the enemy. David says that his heart is in anguish (55:4),
he has been put in fear because of the enemy (55:5), he wishes that he had wings to fly away and be at rest
(55:6), so that he could goto the wilderness (55:7) to be at rest. He asks the Lord to confuse the tongue of
the wicked drawing a parallel to the Torah and Migdal Bavel (55:9). He says that day and night mischief
is in their midst (55:70) which might be paralleled to the Lord being in the midst of the righteous. David
says that it is not an enemy who reproaches him (55:72), who is it that is causing him such anguish? He
appears to be speaking to someone who is an equal to himself (55./3), someone who walked in the house of
God with him (55:74). There appears to be a certain level of deceit in this person, David calls for death and
the grave (55:15), whereupon he will call upon the Lord God Almighty to save (55:16). David speaks of
continually coming before the Lord to make his petition known (55./7) and believes the Lord will redeem
his soul (55:18). He says, :D°128 IR ¥9) 127 NiD90 1R WK 779 OTR 207 D92 98 | ynw> D 55:19
God will hear and answer them Even the one who sits enthroned from of old Selah. With whom there is no
change, And who do not fear God. (NASB) David concludes saying, 23 :1n>72 997 V2w 72 n2¢ XD
TN 729937 N 7 | AI-0Y MWD 33 ninng AR mwn 1737 137 329-221 1 nkpgn | pen
S2-M0AR IR D707 XKD 70 DO VIR DAY IR2? 077IR | 2R ORARY 70 TR vin oRivy

55:20 He has put forth his hands against those who were at peace with him,; He has violated his covenant.

55:21 His speech was smoother than butter, But his heart was war; His words were softer than oil, Yet they
were drawn swords. 55:22 Cast your burden upon the Lord and He will sustain you;, He will never allow
the righteous to be shaken. 55:23 But You, O God, will bring them down to the pit of destruction; Men of
bloodshed and deceit will not live out half their days. But I will trust in You. (NASB) David describes a man
of deceit, who pretended to be a man of peace but the true intent of his heart is revealed to be full of war and
swords. David says the Lord will not allow the righteous to be shaken. I suspect this is pertaining to faith.
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netactnoopot Kol Kotomavcsm 55:7 idob
EUAKPVVO. QLYAOELOV Kol MOAlGONV év
T épnum dtdyorpa 55:8 mpocedeyounv
oV olovtd pe amd OAryoyvyiog Koi
katoryidog  55:9 xatambévTicov Kvple
Kol Kotadigle tag yAdocog avtdv dti
€100V dvopioy kol avtikoyiay €v Tij moiet
55:10 Muépag Kai VOKTOG KUKADGEL QO TV
€mi T Telyn awtilg dvopio Kol KOTog €v
péow avtig kol adwkio 55:11 kol ovk
€€EMmey €k TV TAOTEDV OOTHG TOKOG
Kol 06A0g 55:12 6t &l €xOpoOg wveldioév
pe vmnveyko v Kol €l 0 po®v pe Em
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adT®V v péow® avtdv  55:16 éym 8¢
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glonkovsév pov 55:17 éomépag Kol Tpoi
Kol peonuPpiog duynoopon GmoryyeA®d
Kol gloakovceTal TG emVilg pov 55:18
AMTpmoETOL €V €lpNvn TV Yoynv LoV
ano t@v &yyiloviav pot OtL év ToAloig
foov cbv guoi  55:19 eicakovoetar 6
0e0¢ Kol TOMEWVDOGEL 0OTOOG O VIAPYDV
PO TAOV LOVOV SOy aAUN 00 Yap E6TIV
avTolg AvtdAlaypo Kol ovK Epofnoncov
OV OBe6v  55:20 é&étevev TV xEipa
01O &v 1 Amodidoval Efefrilmoay v
Sy avtod 55:21 depepicOnocov
and opyfg TOod TPoco®TOL OOTOD Kol
fyyioev 1 kapdia adtod HraAdvOncav ol
Adyol ovtod VmEp Elaov kal avtol giow
BoAideg 55:22 émippuyov Emil kbplov TV
PéEPIVAY GOV Kol ovtdg oe dlabpéyel
00 dmoel €ig TOV aidvo ooV 1@ dkain
55:23 ob 8¢ 0 0gdc kota&elg avTovg
elg ppéap dwpbopdg Gvopeg aipdrov
Kol SoMOTNTOG 00 U MHGEVCHOOY TAG
NUEPAG ADTAV EYD O& EATLD €Ml GE KOPlE
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Tehillim / Psalms 55

For the choir director; on stringed
instruments. A Maskil of David.
55:1 Give ear to my prayer, O God;
And do not hide Yourself from my
supplication. 55:2 Give heed to me
and answer me; [ am restless in my
complaint and am surely distract-
ed, 55:3 Because of the voice of the
enemy, Because of the pressure of
the wicked; For they bring down
trouble upon me And in anger they
bear a grudge against me. 55:4
My heart is in anguish within me,
And the terrors of death have fall-
en upon me. 55:5 Fear and trem-
bling come upon me, And horror
has overwhelmed me. 55:6 1 said,
‘Oh, that [ had wings like a dove! |
would fly away and be at rest. 55:7
‘Behold, I would wander far away,
I would lodge in the wilderness.
Selah. 55:8 ‘I would hasten to my
place of refuge From the stormy
wind and tempest.” 55:9 Confuse,
O Lord, divide their tongues, For
I have seen violence and strife in
the city. 55:10 Day and night they
go around her upon her walls, And
iniquity and mischief are in her
midst. 55:11 Destruction is in her
midst; Oppression and deceit do
not depart from her streets. 55:12
For it is not an enemy who re-
proaches me, Then I could bear it;
Nor is it one who hates me who has
exalted himself against me, Then I
could hide myself from him. 55:13
But it is you, a man my equal, My
companion and my familiar friend;
(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 55
55:1 For praise, with the words of
a hymn; good teaching composed
by David. 55:2 Hear, O God, my
prayer, and do not hide yourself
from my prayer. 55:3 Hear my
utterance, and accept it from me;
I will roar out in my words and
be agitated. 55:4 From the voice
of the enemy, from the trouble of
the wicked, for they extend lies
against me, and in anger they will
hold a grudge towards me. 55:5
My heart will tremble within me,
and the terrors of death have fall-
en upon me. 55:6 Fear and trem-
bling come to me, and disaster
has covered me. 55:7 And I said,
“Who will give to me wings like
a dove, [that] I may fly and come
to rest?”” 55:8 Behold, I would go
to a far place to wander, I would
lodge in the wilderness forever.
55:9 1 would make hasten to me
rescue from the tempest, shelter
from the storm. 55:10 Destroy,
O Lord, their counsel, divide their
tongue, for I have seen violence
and strife in the city. 55:11 Day
and night they encircle it, around
her walls, and misery and lies are
in her midst. 55:12 Tumult is in
her midst, and lies and deceit do
not depart from her squares. 55:13
For an enemy will not belittle me,
else I would bear it; my foe has
not vaunted himself against me,
else I would hide from his pres-
ence. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 55

For the end, among Hymns of
instruction by David. 55:1 Hear-
ken, O God, to my prayer; and
disregard not my supplication.
55:2 Attend to me, and hearken to
me: | was grieved in my medita-
tion, and troubled; 55:3 because
of the voice of the enemy, and
because of the oppression of the
sinner: for they brought iniquity
against me, and were wrathfully
angry with me. 55:4 My heart was
troubled within me; and the fear
of death fell upon me. 55:5 Fear
and trembling came upon me, and
darkness covered me. 55:6 And I
said, O that I had wings as those
of'a dove! then would I flee away,
and be at rest. 55:7 Lo! I have fled
afar off, and lodged in the wil-
derness. Pause. 55:8 1 waited for
him that should deliver me from
distress of spirit and tempest. 55:9
Destroy, O Lord, and divide their
tongues: for I have seen iniquity
and gain saying in the city. 55:10
Day and night he shall go round
about it upon its walls: iniquity
and sorrow and unrighteousness
are in the midst of it; 55:11 and
usury and craft have not failed
from its streets. 55:12 For if an en-
emy had reproached me, I would
have endured it; and if one who
hated me had spoken vauntingly
against me, I would have hid my-
self from him. 55:13 But thou, O
man like minded, my guide, and
my acquaintance, (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 55

55:14 We who had sweet fel-
lowship together Walked in the
house of God in the throng. 55:15
Let death come deceitfully upon
them; Let them go down alive to
Sheol, For evil is in their dwell-
ing, in their midst. 55:16 As for
me, [ shall call upon God, And
the Lord will save me. 55:17 Eve-
ning and morning and at noon, |
will complain and murmur, And
He will hear my voice. 55:18 He
will redeem my soul in peace
from the battle which is against
me, For they are many who strive
with me. 55:19 God will hear and
answer them Even the one who
sits enthroned from of old Selah.
With whom there is no change,
And who do not fear God. 55:20
He has put forth his hands against
those who were at peace with him;
He has violated his covenant.
55:21 His speech was smooth-
er than butter, But his heart was
war; His words were softer than
oil, Yet they were drawn swords.
55:22 Cast your burden upon the
Lord and He will sustain you; He
will never allow the righteous to
be shaken. 55:23 But You, O God,
will bring them down to the pit of
destruction; Men of bloodshed
and deceit will not live out half
their days. But I will trust in You.
(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 55

55:14 But you, O Achitophel, a man
who is like me; a leader who taught
me, and who tells me wisdom. 55:15
For together we will explain myster-
ies in the sanctuary of God, we will
walk in haste. 55:16 He will con-
demn them to the judgement of death,
and he will decree for them evil
things, for Doeg and Achitophel; they
will descend to Sheol while alive, for
evil things are in their dwellings, in
their bodies. 55:17 1 will pray in the
presence of God, and the word of the
Lord will redeem me. 55:18 In the
evening, and in the morning, and at
noon [ will pray, and I will tremble;
and he heard my voice. 55:19 He
redeemed my soul in peace, so that
no evil came near to me, for his word
was my help in many troubles. 55:20
God will hear and receive from them
[their prayer], and the one who dwells
in heaven from of old forever; but the
wicked who are not from of old, who
do not change their ways, are evil, and
are not afraid in the presence of God.
55:21 He stretched out his hands
against the men of his peace; he dese-
crated his covenant. 55:22 Smoother
than oil of curds are the words of his
mouth; and like weapons of war his
heart. Softer are his words than tal-
low, but they are deadly lances. 55:23
Cast your confidence on the Lord,
and he will feed you; he will never al-
low privation to the righteous. 55:24
But you, O God, by your word will
bring them down to deep Gehenna;
murderous and deceitful men will not
see half of their days; but I will trust
in your word. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 55

55:14 who in companionship
with me sweetened our food: we
walked in the house of God in
concord. 55:15 Let death come
upon them, and let them go down
alive into Hades, for iniquity is
in their dwellings, in the midst of
them. 55:16 I cried to God, and the
Lord hearkened to me. 55:17 Eve-
ning, and morning, and at noon
I will declare and make known
my wants: and he shall hear my
voice. 55:18 He shall deliver my
soul in peace from them that draw
nigh to me: for they were with me
in many cases. 55:19 God shall
hear, and bring them low, even
he that has existed from eternity.
Pause. For they suffer no reverse,
and therefore they have not feared
God. 55:20 He has reached forth
his hand for retribution; they have
profaned his covenant. 55:21
They were scattered at the anger
of his countenance, and his heart
drew nigh them. His words were
smoother than oil, yet are they
darts. 55:22 Cast thy care upon
the Lord, and he shall sustain thee;
he shall never suffer the righteous
to be moved. 55:23 But thou, O
God, shalt bring them down to
the pit of destruction; bloody and
crafty men shall not live out half
their days; but I will hope in thee,
O Lord. (LXX)

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 55:1-23, the psalm opens saying, 2°3Wn N1°3J2 78112 X
21117 For the choir director; on stringed instruments. A Maskil of David. (NASB) Here we find the opening
verse saying literally, for the choir director, playing music (N3°3]2) of the wisdom of David. David opens his
psalm saying, :°N3ITAN D2YNA-2R) "N7OA D128 TPINT 255:1 Give ear to my prayer, O God; And do not
hide Yourself from my supplication. (NASB) David literally says “the ear of God my prayer” (27?8 N1 181

N79R). Does God literally have ears? If we think about this for a moment, this is a very good question that
has application to many doctrines found within the Scriptures that require a “l/iteral translation.” One such
doctrine is that of the Eucharist and transubstantiation (e.g. John 6) in the RCC. Thinking on this topic of
whether God has an ear to listen with, this causes us to go back to the Torah, the first few chapters in the To-
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rah, the creation account, and the anthropomorphisms that we find which describe the Lord during the cre-
ation process. Anthropomorphisms (from Greek évBpwnoc (anthropos) = man/human + puopen (morphé) =
form) are figures of speech which represent God as having human characteristics, form or personality. They
are symbolic descriptions, which are designed to help make God’s attributes, powers and activities real to
us. For example, In Bereshit / Genesis 1-8 we find the following:

* God speaking (Bereshit / Genesis 1:3). Does this mean that God has vocal
cords?

* God seeing (Bereshit / Genesis 1:4). Does God have eyes with pupils and
retinas?

* God walking (Bereshit / Genesis 3:8). Does God have legs?

* God making clothes for Adam and Eve (Bereshit / Genesis 3:21). Does God
have hands?

* God smelling a sweet savor from Noah’s sacrifice (Bereshit / Genesis 8:21).
Does God have a nose and olfactory receptors?

The point is whether we should insist these descriptions are literal or not? Does the fact that God is Spirit,
and does not necessarily have body parts undermine the meaning of these Scriptures, as David is asking the
Lord to give His ear to listen to his prayer? In order to understand what is taking place, we must first con-
sider the intention of the author. In the Torah, the author is Moshe, and according to the Scriptures Moshe’s
purpose was to tell us what God did in the creation account in a way that we can understand, while at the
same time not making or drawing an image of God so as to violate the command against graven images.
Moshe does this, in the examples above, by portraying God’s actions in terms of their human counterparts;
namely voice, sight, companionship, work and satisfaction. In the example of God speaking the creation
into existence (e.g. “And God said, Let there be light,” on Day 1, with a similar form of words on each of
Days 2 to 6), the Lord was expressing His will that the creation events happened. He chose to do this by
way of commands which expressed and illuminated the fact that it was at His Word (at His command) that
creation came into being, and not, for example, as the result of random processes. The repeated phrase “and
it was so” reveals to us that there was an immediate fulfillment of each creation command. In addition to
this, we are also given God’s objective assessment, “and God saw that it was good, ” before each day closed.
This speaks contrary to the idea of long-age/progressive creation and theistic evolutionary theories. It is
also obviously more emphatic than if the record had merely stated simply, “And it was good.” The addition
of the words “God saw” suggest a careful assessment by a competent authority, who brings down a reliable
verdict. Moshe’s intention in describing God’s activity in this way is clear. In chapters 2 and 3, the Torah
tells us about God’s interaction with Adam and then with Eve. The Lord God walks in the garden in the
cool of the day, He has personal conversation with Adam, and then has an interview with Adam and Eve
following their sin (disobedience) against His command. In the Torah, God gives us a record of events and
details which actually occurred. The events described are not allegories, or theological poetry composed
many centuries later, but historically true and accurate. Moshe’s purpose was to record these historical
events and details. In doing this he uses, where appropriate, figures of speech about God, as though He
were a man (anthropomorphisms), which help us understand better what he means to convey. It is clear that
Moshe’s use of anthropomorphisms in Genesis is no obstacle to taking the account to be what the author so
obviously intended to convey, a historical account of creation. It is also in this way that David describes the

Lord asking Him to “give ear” (73°181) and to hear his prayer. He qualifies this clause saying, D2YNR-7X)
NANNI And do not hide Yourself from my supplication. (NASB) David is asking the Lord to hear, to listen
to his plea for help.
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He continues saying, 1072-2 YW NRY °197% IR 2ipn 7 510001 W2 TR 1 0P nwpa )
DIAYY? AR NN 2V 552 Give heed to me and answer me; I am restless in my complaint and am surely
distracted, 55:3 Because of the voice of the enemy, Because of the pressure of the wicked; For they bring
down trouble upon me And in anger they bear a grudge against me. (NASB) He seeks the Lord to hear his
prayer because he seeks a speedy answer due to the pressure of the enemy. The Aramaic Targum states,

TTA IR DR RYWD NPY OTP 10 R22T 292 2P0 T WK T2 OYINR 10 9301 Mvhh NUER )

2122 9% 12279 1700 RIAN2Y RPW 9V T 55:3 Hear my utterance, and accept it from me; I will roar
out in my words and be agitated. 55:4 From the voice of the enemy, from the trouble of the wicked, for they
extend lies against me, and in anger they will hold a grudge towards me. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 55:2
TPOGYES 1ot Kal glcdikovcdy pov EAumnony v Ti) adoiecyia pov Koi Etapdydnv 55:3 and ewvilg &x0pod
Kol amd OAyewms apaptmiod Ot EEEKAMvay €’ EUE avopiov kal &v dpyT] Evekotovv pot 55:2 Attend to me,
and hearken to me: [ was grieved in my meditation, and troubled; 55:3 because of the voice of the enemy,
and because of the oppression of the sinner: for they brought iniquity against me, and were wrathfully angry
with me. (LXX) The Aramaic translation states the voice of the enemy is extending lies against David and
holding a grudge against him. The Septuagint states that the enemy brings iniquity and anger against him.
David continues saying the following:

Masoretic Text
Tehillim / Psalms 55:4-8
55:4 My heart is in anguish within me, And the terrors of death have fallen upon me. 55:5
Fear and trembling come upon me, And horror has overwhelmed me. 55:6 I said, ‘Oh, that
I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and be at rest. 55:7 ‘Behold, I would wander far
away, I would lodge in the wilderness. Selah. 55:8 ‘I would hasten to my place of refuge
From the stormy wind and tempest.” (NASB)

NIRP-I-R AR TN IRV IN TINANTY 109N NN 2R 27 7
TITRR YO MM V7 AN AP V0 2T TN T PO MT 11 :RYN) ADWK 132

Aramaic Targum
Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 55:5-9
55:5 My heart will tremble within me, and the terrors of death have fallen upon me. 55:6
Fear and trembling come to me, and disaster has covered me. 55:7 And I said, “Who will
give to me wings like a dove, [that] I may fly and come to rest?” 55:8 Behold, I would go to
a far place to wander, I would lodge in the wilderness forever. 55:9 I would make hasten to
me rescue from the tempest, shelter from the storm. (EMC)

T X720 07 9 0D TONR RNPNT RNPAT Y O9Y 19D1 RDINT RN2AT N3 1o b 7
X272 MR 77127 0K PR R 17 99WKI DIOK RN TP RDTA XDID % 100 12 NOINRY
RPIWOUA RDPVI ROVT 1 9% RMATW WK BV PRvvo

Septuagint
Psalmoi / Psalms 55:4-8
55:4 My heart was troubled within me; and the fear of death fell upon me. 55:5 Fear and
trembling came upon me, and darkness covered me. 55:6 And I said, O that I had wings as
those of a dove! then would I flee away, and be at rest. 55:7 Lo! I have fled afar off, and
lodged in the wilderness. Pause. 55:8 I waited for him that should deliver me from distress
of spirit and tempest. (LXX)
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55:4 1 xopdio pov Etaphydn &v €uot Kai detMa Bavatov énénecey €n’ €ué 55:5 @oPog kal
TpOpog NAOeV & dpé Kal EKAAVYEY Le 6KOTOG 55:6 Kai el Tic SMGEL pot TTEPLYNS MOGEL
TEPLOTEPAS KOl TETOGOM GO0 KO KOTATOo® 55:7 1000 EUAKpLVO PLYOOEV®Y Koi NOAIGONV
€V TR EpNU® StyoApa 55:8 Tpocedeyounyv 1oV omlovTd pe Amd OAyoyLvyiog Kol KoToyidoog

David calls upon the imagery of the dove, that if he had wings like a dove, he would fly to a place where he
can find rest. Remember from a previous study that the Babylonian Talmud and Midrash Rabbah liken the
hovering of God’s spirit in Bereshit / Genesis 1:2 to the hovering of a dove. In addition to this, the same
“hovering” language is used to describe God’s spirit in the Dead Sea Scrolls as well as the Apostolic Writ-
ings. These are not the only allusions to a dove in the Hebrew Bible. The best-known example comes from
Parashat Noach (Bereshit / Genesis 6-9), where in Bereshit / Genesis 8:8-12, after the ark has landed on the
mountains of Ararat, Noah sends out a dove three times to see how far the flood waters have receded. The
first time the dove found nothing and returned to the ark. The second time it brought back an olive leaf, so
Noah could see that God’s punishment was over and life had begun again on the earth. Note that the image
of'a dove holding an olive branch continues to be a symbol of peace to this day. The third time, the dove did
not return, and Noah knew that it was safe to leave the ark. The dove imagery is also utilized in several of
the prophetic books of the Hebrew Bible. For example, the low, cooing sound of a dove served as mournful
imagery to evoke the suffering of the people of Judah (see Isaiah 38:14, 59:11 and Ezekiel 7:16). Doves
were more than just a soundtrack for a people who had fallen away from God; they were also an instrument
of atonement. Several passages of the Torah (especially in Vayikra / Leviticus) we find the requirement of
the sacrifice of two doves (or young pigeons) either as a guilt offering or to purify oneself after a period of
ritual impurity (including the birth of a child). By the time of Yeshua, the dove was already rich with sym-
bolism and many interpretations, such as being a representation of Israel, atoning sacrifice, suffering, a sign
from God, fertility and the Holy Spirit of God, etc. All these meanings and more were incorporated into the
Christian use of dove iconography that we find today. The most familiar dove imagery from the Apostolic
Writings is recounted in all four of the Gospels at the baptism of Yeshua by John the Baptist in the Jordan
River. After Yeshua came up out of the water, the Holy Spirit of God came from heaven and descended on
him “like a dove” (see Matthew 3:16, Mark 1:10, Luke 3:22, and John 1:32). The baptism story built upon
the pre-existing symbol of the dove as God’s spirit and thus firmly established it as the representation of the
Holy Spirit, especially in later artistic depictions of the Trinity. It is also interesting to note that the cross
gained prominence in the fourth century as representing the Christian faith. This conclusion comes based
on the writings from the second-century Clement of Alexandria urging early Christians to use the dove or
a fish as a symbol to identify themselves and each other as followers of Yeshua rather than the cross. Ar-
chaeologists have recovered oil lamps and Eucharistic vessels in the shape of doves from Christian churches
throughout the Holy Land. When David says, 55.6 I said, ‘Oh, that I had wings like a dove! I would fly away
and be at rest. (NASB), the idea of the dove representing peace may be what David is thinking upon with
regard to the enemy and being able to escape by wings like a dove to a place of refuge.
David continues saying, 722307 77°2) oni>  R° ;Y2 2°7) 077 PRI-D 3IWY A9D OJTR ViR O
NER) 30 IR-KD D 3 A TN AT W-KY) A3Ypa DRI 2 a3 Yoy T nnin-by
SYTMI ODIDR 0D VIR TARY T 390 DR 20737 7Y ORIWN-R 55:9 Confuse, O Lord, divide their
tongues, For I have seen violence and strife in the city. 55:10 Day and night they go around her upon her
walls, And iniquity and mischief are in her midst. 55:11 Destruction is in her midst; Oppression and deceit
do not depart from her streets. 55:12 For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, Then I could bear it; Nor
is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, Then I could hide myself from him. 55:13 But
it is you, a man my equal, My companion and my familiar friend; (NASB) It is interesting how David calls
upon the dove imagery just prior to Tehillim / Psalms 55:9 when he seeks the Lord to confuse their tongues
(language). This would be consistent with the Torah narrative, following Noach leaving the ark, man did
not disperse across the earth but stayed at Migdal Bavel and the Lord confused their language. The inter-
esting point of confusing language was to decrease the amount of sin amongst the people. By the peoples
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lost of the ability to communicate, they did not understand each other and the city dispersed. Together as
a unified whole they were filled with sin. As individuals, the amount (or greatness) of their sin was signifi-
cantly decreased. Could it be that David was reading through the Torah portions while writing this psalm?
Certainly his request for the Lord to confuse the language of his enemy was for the purpose of decreasing
their sins, their violence, and strife in the city (55:9). David says day and night they go around upon their
walls, iniquity and mischief are in her midst. Note how a man has the ability to put up walls in his own life
for protection. The concept of iniquity and mischief being in the midst is in contrast to those who are in a
covenant relationship with the Lord and the Lord Himself is dwelling in our midst. The putting up a wall,
going around upon the wall, appears to be related to sin in the sense of keeping sin within, the wall protects
and keeps sins inward where by consequence, keeping sin inwardly keeps God outward or away.

The Aramaic Targum states, D2 X° XNIP2 1A 9100 NP0 DR NTIWS? 79 PINRY 717° 2yH0
TPW INPHDD 1A TV KDY VRO ROWVBINR 20 IAYEAD WY MY MIRDY AR MDY a1 99N
SOINTR NIRY 70 MTR 12 INOLRI 27270K 219V ORI0A K7 720K 0N DY X227 20A XY 21K 2 19900

2N 9% RNNOIM YA 02 NOIRT 27 97 9177 W1 12 K12 55:10 Destroy, O Lord, their counsel, divide their
tongue, for I have seen violence and strife in the city. 55:11 Day and night they encircle it, around her walls,
and misery and lies are in her midst. 55:12 Tumult is in her midst, and lies and deceit do not depart from
her squares. 55:13 For an enemy will not belittle me, else [ would bear it; my foe has not vaunted himself
against me, else I would hide from his presence. 55:14 But you, O Achitophel, a man who is like me; a
leader who taught me, and who tells me wisdom. (EMC) Notice how the rabbis bring us back to Absalom
and Achitophel in the translation from David’s words of a man David’s equal, a companion and familiar
friend. Achitophel espoused the cause of Absalom according to 2 Samuel 15:12. According to the Scrip-
tures, David sent his old friend Hushai back to Absalom, in order that he might counteract the counsel of
Ahitophel (2 Sam. 15:31-37). Ahitophel, seeing that his good advice against David had not been followed
due to Hushai’s influence, correctly predicted that the revolt would fail. He left the camp of Absalom at
once, returned to Giloh, his native place, and after arranging his worldly affairs, hanged himself, and was
buried in the sepulcher of his fathers (2 Sam. 17:1-23). The Septuagint parallels the Masoretic text saying,
5:13 But thou, O man like minded, my guide, and my acquaintance, (LXX) David mentions that, -X?7 >3 %’
2377 NORY P2T7AT 2V ORIWH-KD KWK 300 2R 55:12 For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, Then I
could bear it; Nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, Then I could hide myself from
him. (NASB) He says that his enemy is not one from whom he is able to hide himself. The Masoretic Text
states, {3032 7701 D%128 N°22 790 POARINTTY WX W 55:14 who in companionship with me sweetened
our food: we walked in the house of God in concord. (NASB) where David says ¥)73, beragesh, meaning
“soulfully” where the English translation renders “in concord.” The Septuagint, however, renders it, gv
ouovola, meaning “in concord, consort, or union, or with consent,” saying that David walked with this man
as one in the house of God (27178 N°23), 55:14 ¢ émi 10 av1o pot éyAdkavag édéouata év ¢ ol 00 Oeod
émopevBnuev v opovoig 55: 14 who in companionship with me sweetened our food: we walked in the house
of God in concord. (LXX)
David continues saying the following in His Psalm:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 55:15-18

55:15 Let death come deceitfully upon them, Let them go down alive to Sheol, For evil is in
their dwelling, in their midst. 55:16 As for me, I shall call upon God, And the Lord will save
me. 55:17 Evening and morning and at noon, I will complain and murmur, And He will hear
my voice. 55:18 He will redeem my soul in peace from the battle which is against me, For
they are many who strive with me. (NASB)
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DOTPR-98 I T iD2P3 oA NIYI-D v DIRY T iy | [Ny X0Wr] [npwr To
W91 DY TR W 9ip YRUR) TRINY AR DR WA IW W OwUT T KRN
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Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 55:5-9

55:16 He will condemn them to the judgment of death, and he will decree for them evil
things, for Doeg and Achitophel; they will descend to Sheol while alive, for evil things are in
their dwellings, in their bodies. 55:17 [ will pray in the presence of God, and the word of the
Lord will redeem me. 55:18 In the evening, and in the morning, and at noon I will pray, and
I will tremble; and he heard my voice. 55:19 He redeemed my soul in peace, so that no evil
came near to me, for his word was my help in many troubles. (EMC)

DI 77717 PR NI 72 21PWH 1IN DDA ARIT? T2 N0 TR DI0R 1T 102 10
21 RWAT2 10N PINDY NPT RO VIR RADR O7P RIX TIPD1A2 PAOITA Tl
DR OM2 °% w2 27pn% ROT W01 22Wa P9 1 DR VAR WOAIRY PHIR XI7OU2) XI9Y

TV M T PV Y02

Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 55:15-18

55:15 Let death come upon them, and let them go down alive into Hades, for iniquity is in
their dwellings, in the midst of them. 55:16 I cried to God, and the Lord hearkened to me.
55:17 Evening, and morning, and at noon I will declare and make known my wants.: and he
shall hear my voice. 55:18 He shall deliver my soul in peace from them that draw nigh to me:
for they were with me in many cases. (LXX)

55:15 éM0étm Bdvatog én’ avtole kal katapnTocav €ig doov (dvteg OTL Tovnpiot &V Taig
TOPOIKINIG OOTAOV &V HESH aOTAV 55:16 &ymd & mpoOg TOV Bedv ékékpalo Kol O KOPLOC
glonkovcév pov  55:17 éomépog kol mpwl Kol peonuPpiog duynoopot dmoyyeAd Kol
€l6aK0VoETAL THC VG LoV 55:18 Avtpmdaetat €v eiprvi TV YoV LoV Ao TV £YY1LOVImV
ot 81t &v ToAAOIC Noav GOV duot

David seeks justice for God’s people, he asks the Lord to allow death to come upon the wicked without their
knowledge and to let them go down to the grave alive. This is an obvious reference to Parashat Korach
where the house of Korach, Datan, and Aviram all went down to the grave alive because of their sins, the
ground opened up and swallowed them alive. The Aramaic Targum translates this as | [N X*@°] [mn e
02772 072 NIYI-"2 0000 PIRY 377 29 He will condemn them to the judgment of death, and he will
decree for them evil things, for Doeg and Achitophel; they will descend to Sheol while alive, for evil things
are in their dwellings, in their bodies. The body is described as a dwelling place for evil things. Doeg and
Achitophel are described as men whose bodies housed evil and for this reason they will descend to the grave
while alive. The descending may not be an immediate process or event, this may be a gradual and life long
process, the point is that the unrighteous, the wicked do not recognize their descent to death because their
lives are filled with death and sin.

On the other hand, David seeks the Lord to save him, and says that both Evening and morning he will
complain and murmur and the Lord will hear his voice. Does the Lord want a complaining heart? Would
this be considered a form of disobedience? The Aramaic Targum states 55:18 In the evening, and in the
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morning, and at noon I will pray, and I will tremble; and he heard my voice. (EMC) translating David’s
complaint and murmuring as prayer in the presence of God. The Masoretic text uses the verb Qal Imper-

fect 1% person common singular word WX “fo put forth, mediate, muse, commune, speak” however the
NASB English translation states he “complained.” David speaks of continually coming before the Lord to
make his petition known (55:77) and believes the Lord will redeem his soul (55:/8) David’s continually
coming before the Lord sounds like a parable Yeshua taught regarding the Widow and the Unjust Judge in
Luke 18:1-5.

Luke 18:1-5

Then Yeshua told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not
give up. He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared
about men. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant
me justice against my adversary.’ For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself,
‘Even though I dont fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering

me, [ will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her com-
ing!” (NASB)

In this parable, Yeshua taught that we are to continually pray and not give up. The Lord God Almighty
Himself is the arbiter of all justice; He is the source of justice and He brings justice to everyone. Yeshua is
the mediator between us and God. David believed this saying 55:18 He will redeem my soul in peace from

the battle which is against me, For they are many who strive with me. (NASB) He says, D3y 2X | v >
10N IR KDY 0% NIDY PR WK 179 TR W) 55:19 God will hear and answer them Even the one
who sits enthroned from of old Selah. With whom there is no change, And who do not fear God. (NASB)
David concludes saying, 1°727 337 127-2721 1°9 nRAMR | 39720 22 002 990 vowa YT n2Y KD
D77IR | 2198 ARXY) T [pPTX? vin 077 1m-KY 922922 RIM 723 | AIW-0¥ A2Wa 20 :ninng anm myn
ST2-T02N IRY D70 IX-RD R0 2T WIR NOY IRA? 55:20 He has put forth his hands against those

who were at peace with him, He has violated his covenant. 55:21 His speech was smoother than butter, But
his heart was war, His words were softer than oil, Yet they were drawn swords. 55:22 Cast your burden upon
the Lord and He will sustain you,; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken. 55:23 But You, O God,
will bring them down to the pit of destruction; Men of bloodshed and deceit will not live out half their days.

But I will trust in You. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 23 "2 DDR 7070 "WIR2 17> WWIR RO
TR PAYIDT AW 12 N M7 19°37 17227 73729 K2R O1°T T R0 0900 PIANT 1AW 1A N WY
NIRY 72 :ROPUTXD RINOIT RNOYD IN R? TGN I R TI20 T OV TIT 2190 30 IWPT 1IN PO

S92 PUITINR RIRY 77217 NIADD 1AM RD 199911 2100 0 0123 XY 2372 1307 DOMIN 7912 RIOR
55:21 He stretched out his hands against the men of his peace; he desecrated his covenant. 55:22 Smoother
than oil of curds are the words of his mouth, and like weapons of war his heart. Softer are his words than
tallow, but they are deadly lances. 55:23 Cast your confidence on the Lord, and he will feed you; he will
never allow privation to the righteous. 55:24 But you, O God, by your word will bring them down to deep
Gehenna; murderous and deceitful men will not see half of their days, but I will trust in your word. (EMC)
According to Tehillim / Psalms 55:21 a man desecrates the covenant of God by the words of his lips and by
what is in his heart. Is it possible to desecrate the covenant of God by what is in our hearts? David describes
a man of deceit, who pretended to be a man of peace but the true intent of his heart is revealed to be full of
war and swords. According to the Scriptures, the Torah states “if you keep My commandments, I will walk
among you and be your God.” Joshua instructed the people according to Joshua 1:8 ‘This book of the law
shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to
do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have
success. (NASB) The Scriptures here are instructing us to keep God’s Words close to our hearts. The con-
cept here is “we are what we set out minds upon we will do.” What is it that you set your mind upon each
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day? Consider the following questions.

* Are you critical of others?

* Do you mope because you do not receive the praise you feel you deserve?

* How much time do you spend worrying about this or that?

* How much time do you spend grumbling or complaining or feeling sorry for
your self?

* How much time do you spend thinking about the TV shows you watched
last night?

* How much time do you re-live the bad things people do to you?

* Do you list out all your misfortunes?

* Do you allow yourself to be angry for long periods of time?

* Do you think about bad things happening to the people you are angry with?

* Do you think about bad things happening to yourself?

* Do you rejoice in the misfortunes of others?

* Do you dwell on lustful and impure thoughts?

* Do you glory in the important position you hold in church?

* Do you review reasons why you are better than others or better suited than
others?

* Do you list reasons why others you know are deficient in some way as com-
pared to yourself?

We are what we spend our time thinking about. If we have evil, deceit, and unrighteousness in our hearts,
these things will come forth into our lives. This is the meaning of David’s words that such a person is deceit-
ful, he has violated the covenant of God because of what he has kept in his heart. The real person is shown
by what he does which comes from the heart or what one meditates upon. In addition to that, the things that
we allow our hearts to dwell upon today is building what we will be for tomorrow and the day after that,
etc. The Lord desires that we set out hearts upon Him and His Word. This is what David meant when he
said 55:22 Cast your burden upon the Lord and He will sustain you, He will never allow the righteous to be
shaken. 55:23 But You, O God, will bring them down to the pit of destruction; Men of bloodshed and deceit
will not live out half their days. But I will trust in You. (NASB) The burden can be any one of those things
listed above. Our worries, or the things others have done to hurt us. Many times the reason we dwell upon
these things listed above, is because we want justice, but we are seeking to find justice by our own hand and
not by the hand of the Lord. Seek the Lord and allow Him to do the rest.

A another example from in the Apostolic Writings, the Pharisees are presented as a case of hypocrisy.
The point though was their hypocrisy was not so obvious that they themselves noticed. They spent their
time on the minutia of the Law making sure that they obeyed the letter of the Law perfectly. From the out-
side, it appeared that they were keeping God’s word perfectly and were therefore righteous men. In spite of
all their work, they were dismissed as being filled with greed, self-indulgence, hypocrisy and wickedness.
It could be that they looked down upon others by taking pride in their observance of the Torah. With that
kind of perspective, there would always be a little bit of hypocrisy since the heart tends to go back and forth
with the Spirit checking the heart continually. The Spirit checks what the heart desires, then it is our choice
to be obedient to the Word and the calling of the Spirit to righteousness. What a shock this accusation must
have been to the Pharisees. Don’t get caught being shocked either. The point of these Scriptures is that we
need to become consciously aware of what we spend our time meditating upon. We need to make a detailed
account of what we think about and based on biblical principles decide whether it is good or bad. When you
catch yourself meditating on something undesirable, renounce it and cast it away. Following that mental
action, choose then to replace the thought with a good one, such as a prayer, a memorized scripture or song.
Do not be discouraged if you find yourself thinking about the same thing only a minute or two later. Simply
recognize sin as sin, turn from it again and choose to replace the thought with something of value. Yeshua
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took an extreme view of the fight against sin when he said in Matthew 5:29-30, “If your right eye causes
you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your
whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.” Some days you will
win and some days you will find failure, the point is not to give up and to continually seek the Lord’s help
for deliverance. David says the Lord will not allow the righteous to be shaken. I suspect this is pertaining
to faith and perseverance. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We thank You for your mercies and the help You provide for us each day. We know that the heart is
full of all kinds of evil. Sometimes the daily struggle is overwhelming. Please have mercy on us for the
thoughts of our hearts, help us to not break Your covenant like David is describing in His Psalm. We ask
Lord that You would help us to set out minds on those things that are wholesome and righteous. Increase
our faith, and help us to bring glory to Your name! Thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we
may enter into the covenant of peace that You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith,
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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