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David’s Psalm, the Eye of the Needle, a Rabbinic Context

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 52:1-9, the psalm opens saying, : 7177 2°2Wn nXIN? X
S720°IR NP2-D8 TIT K2 17 MNP PIRYY 7301 nTRT ARIT | X122 2 For the director of music. A maskil of
David. When Doeg the Edomite had gone to Saul and told him: “David has gone to the house of Ahimelek.”
(NASB) Who is Doeg? Why did David need to flee from Saul? Whose house is the house of Ahimelek?
In the history of David’s life we learn about the mercy of God to preserve his people, and more specifically,
to preserve David’s life. He continues saying, :01°73-72 9% 797 11237 ny12 Y90nn-nn 3 52:1 Why do
you boast in evil, O mighty man? The lovingkindness of God endures all day long. (NASB) The Hebrew
text ask ““why do you give praise in evil.”” The unrighteous boast about their own wickedness and they do

not recognize the lovingkindness of God who takes care of His people. David says, 7317 2Wnn niig 7

S0 WY Wn Tvn3 52:2 Your tongue devises destruction, Like a sharp razor, O worker of deceit. 52:3
You love evil more than good, Falsehood more than speaking what is right. Selah. (NASB) The tongue is

described as being a sharp razor working great evils. How does a razor work evil? He goes on to say,

77777777

;190 090 PIRD W 2R% 52:4 You love all words that devour, O deceitful tongue. 52:5 But God will
break you down forever; He will snatch you up and tear you away from your tent, And uproot you from the
land of the living. Selah. (NASB) The devouring nature of words is a reference to words that destroy the
soul, the heart, or the love of someone, and also words that command others to commit murder, to steal, and
corrupt others. The mercy of God however results in the righteous not being afraid, 52:6 The righteous will
see and fear, And will laugh at him, saying, 52:7 ‘Behold, the man who would not make God his refuge, But
trusted in the abundance of his riches And was strong in his evil desire.” (NASB) The psalm speaks of those
who trust in the Lord and in His abundant riches. What riches is he referring to? David concludes saying,
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:9°7°01 52:8 But as for me, | am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the lovingkindness of

God forever and ever. 52:9 | will give You thanks forever, because You have done it, And | will wait on Your
name, for it is good, in the presence of Your godly ones. (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 52

For the director of music. A maskil of Da-
vid. When Doeg the Edomite had gone to
Saul and told him: “David has gone to the
house of Ahimelek.” 52:1 Why do you
boast in evil, O mighty man? The lovingk-
indness of God endures all day long. 52:2
Your tongue devises destruction, Like
a sharp razor, O worker of deceit. 52:3
You love evil more than good, Falsehood
more than speaking what is right. Selah.
52:4 You love all words that devour, O
deceitful tongue. 52:5 But God will break
you down forever; He will snatch you up
and tear you away from your tent, And
uproot you from the land of the living.
Selah. 52:6 The righteous will see and
fear, And will laugh at him, saying, 52:7
‘Behold, the man who would not make
God his refuge, But trusted in the abun-
dance of his riches And was strong in his
evil desire.” 52:8 But as for me, I am like
a green olive tree in the house of God; I
trust in the lovingkindness of God forev-
er and ever. 52:9 I will give You thanks
forever, because You have done it, And I
will wait on Your name, for it is good, in
the presence of Your godly ones. (NASB)

X299 RIPW 20 1 W2 RNAA 1
D0 RN 1 1PV RMDT RNPTY
T 9217 RIWST XM Y90 9N

9020 PAbYY 71N RIOR TN
TPWHNN RIDWH2 AN DR 1000507
ROPTX VAN 11 IPRRYY RO VIR A
QTP 1 NOATY XOVIWIT RMIYII92
R0 0 1100 3PN0ARY M
AV MT R W RPT KO
IR WYY PYY TN D20
WIPA N°22 AV RNT 129K 777 NN
MY RAURT RTOM2 N0 ROYK
DR OPYY AT ATIR R IRy
DR AW PONRY 10T MIYTI0 N7y

7°7°01 Pap av

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 52

52:1 For praise; for good teaching; composed
by David. 52:2 When Doeg the Edomite
came and told Saul, and said to him, “Da-
vid has come to the house of Ahimelech.”
52:3 How the mighty man will praise him-
self with a wicked tongue, to shed innocent
blood; [but] the grace of God is all the day.
52:4 Your tongue will devise tumult in your
heart, forming words of slander like a sharp
knife. 52:5 You love evil more than good, ly-
ing more than speaking righteousness always.
52:6 You love all the words of destruction, the
tongue of guile. 52:7 Also God will demolish
you forever; he will shatter you and make you
wander so that you cannot dwell in a tent; and
he will uproot you from the land of the living
forever. 52:8 And the righteous will see the
punishment of the wicked, and they will be
afraid in the presence of the Lord, and on his
account they will laugh. 52:9 And they will
say, “Behold, the man who did not make the
word of the Lord his strength; he trusted in
his riches; he was strong in his money.” 52:10
But I, like a luxuriant olive tree in the sanctu-
ary of God, have trusted in the grace of God
forever and ever. 52:11 I will give thanks in
your presence forever, for you have accom-
plished the vindication of my case; and I will
await your name, for it is good, before your
pious ones. (EMC
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Psalmoi / Psalms 52

For the end, a Psalm of instruction by Da-
vid, when Doeg the Idumean came and told
Saul, and said to him, David is gone to the
house of Abimelech. 52:1 Why dost thou,
O mighty man, boast of iniquity in thy
mischief? All the day 52:2 thy tongue has
devised unrighteousness; like a sharpened
razor thou hast wrought deceit. 52:3 Thou
hast loved wickedness more than good-
ness; unrighteousness better than to speak
righteousness. Pause. 52:4 Thou has loved
all words of destruction, and a deceitful
tongue. 52:5 Therefore may God destroy
thee for ever, may he pluck thee up and ut-
terly remove thee from thy dwelling, and
thy root from the land of the living. Pause.
52:6 And the righteous shall see, and fear,
and shall laugh at him, and say, 52:7 Be-
hold the man who made not God his help;
but trusted in the abundance of his wealth,
and strengthened himself in his vanity. 52:
8 But I am as a fruitful olive in the house
of God: I have trusted in the mercy of God
for ever, even for evermore. 52:9 I will
give thanks to thee for ever, for thou hast
done it: and I will wait on thy name; for it
is good before the saints. (LXX)

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 52:1-9, the psalm opens saying, 2 : 7177 2°3Wn n¥In? X
S20°R N02-O8 717 K2 99 MR DIRYY 73°1 TR ARIT | X122 For the director of music. A maskil of David.
When Doeg the Edomite had gone to Saul and told him: ““David has gone to the house of Ahimelek.”” (NASB)
Who is Doeg? Why did David need to flee from Saul? Whose house is the house of Ahimelek? Note that
“Ahimelek” (727%-"11%) is the juxtaposition of two words, “Akhi”” (°*1X) and “Melech” (7%) meaning “my
brother the king.”” According to the Scriptures, 1 Samuel 21:7 tells us that Doeg was an Edomite, the chief
herdsman to Saul, King of Israel. He is mentioned in the Scriptures as being responsible for the deaths of a
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large number of priests because these priests helped David escape King Saul.

According to the narrative in 1 Samuel, David was in fear of his life and did not want to go to a dinner in-
vite from Saul and so asked Jonathan (King Saul’s son) to seek the nature of the invite, whether Saul’s heart
was for or against him. Jonathan discovered that Saul wanted to kill David, and both Jonathan and David
met in a field and spoke about what had happened during the dinner. Jonathan discovered that Saul’s heart
was against David to kill him. After parting from Jonathan, David fled from Saul’s jealous anger and went
to Nob. He visited Ahimelek, the High Priest, claiming to be on a mission from the king. Ahimelek fed
David and his men with the bread of the presence, and gave David the sword of Goliath. Doeg was present
and witnessed Ahimelek’s service to David. (1 Samuel 21). Following these events, Saul asked about the
whereabouts of David, and Doeg spoke up saying,

1 Samuel 22:9
22:9 Then Doeg the Edomite, who was standing by the servants of Saul, said, ‘I saw the son
of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. (NASB)

In the narrative, Doeg neglected to inform King Saul that David had pretended to be on a mission on behalf
of the king. He did not inform the king that Ahimelek was deceived by David, and that Ahimelek provided
support because he thought he was serving the king. King Saul had only half the story and then ordered the
priests and the High Priest killed. Saul’s officials refused to raise their hands against the anointed of God
and so Saul turned to Doeg, who carried out the executions. Saul then proceeded to attack the city of Nob,
the city of the priests, and the families of the priests. We learn that the men, women, and children were put
to the sword. According to Scripture, only Abiathar escaped, and fled to join David. Note also on the death
of Ahimelek, he was the great-grandson of Eli. Thus his death is seen as fulfilling part of the curse on the
House of Eli that none of his male descendants would live to old age. (see Jewish Encyclopedia article on
“Ahimelech’) David said to Abiathar,

1 Samuel 22:21-23

22:21 Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the priests of the Lord. 22:22 Then David said
to Abiathar, ‘I knew on that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell
Saul. I have brought about the death of every person in your father’s household. 22:23 *Stay
with me; do not be afraid, for he who seeks my life seeks your life, for you are safe with me.’
(NASB)

Note how the opening verse to Tehillim / Psalms 52 states that David wrote it after Doeg the Edomite be-
trayed Ahimelek to Saul. These are the events in the storyline that led David to write what he did concerning
the evil man Doeg and the mercy of God.
The Hebrew text for the opening verse of the psalm is very interesting, saying the following, 1Xan? X
S20°IR NO2-O8 71T K2 §7 N0 PIRYY 7301 nTRT ARIT | X122 2 17175 279w For the director of music.
A maskil of David. When Doeg the Edomite had gone to Saul and told him: “David has gone to the house of
Ahimelek.”” (NASB) Notice how Doeg goes to Saul saying 72718 N°2-7% 717 X2 “David has come to the
house of Ahimelek”” where Ahimelek (777°77R) is translated from two words “Ahi”” (%) “my brother,” and
“Melek” (72%) “the king.” Over and over again David we read he states that Saul is the anointed one of
God. The name of the priest and the telling about David visiting Ahimelek (my brother the king) is almost
prophetic in the sense that Saul should have recognized that David was not out to get him, in fact David
would have considered him as a brother in the sense of being as close as a brother if Saul had let their rela-
tionship develop. Instead, Saul’s heart was filled with hatred towards David.
In the rabbinic literature, the rabbis consider Doeg to have died at the age of 34 years (Talmud Bavli
Sanhedrin 69b). He is also regarded by the rabbis as being a great scholar in his time and that a strong de-
ception was given to him because he made everyone who talked to him *“blush” (Midrash Tehillim 52, Part
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4). The rabbis say that He was capable of bringing forth 300 different questions with regard to one point in
the Law (Mishnah, Seder Moed, Chagigah 15b). The rabbis say however that he lacked inward piety and so
the Lord mourned for him due to his outward pious acts (Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 106b). The rabbis say that
he sounded the praise of David before Saul (1 Samuel 16:18), telling him David come to Ahimelek, for the
purpose of provoking Saul to jealousy (see expositions in Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 93b and Midrash Samuel
19). They also say that Doeg influenced Saul with regard to David’s marriage to Michal and stated that his
marriage with Michael was invalid and caused Saul to marry her to another man. Doeg not only disregarded
the sanctity of marriage, he also slew with his own hands the priests of Nob, after Abner and Amasa, Saul’s
licutenants, had refused to do so. (Midrash Rabbah Genesis 32, and Midrash Tehillim 52, Part 4) The
rabbis say that the Lord God sent three ““angels of destruction” to Doeg were the first caused him to forget
his learning, the second burned his soul, and the third scattered the ashes. (Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 106b)
According to Midrash Tehillim 52, Part 4, Doeg tried to preserve the life of Agag, the king of the Amale-
kites-Edomites, by interpreting Vayikra / Leviticus 22:28 into a prohibition against the destruction of both
the old and the young in war. Doeg is also among those who have forfeited their portion in the Olam haba
(world to come) by their wickedness. (Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 10) In regard to all of these things taken
from the rabbinic literature, we can conclude that in the history of David’s life we learn about the mercy of
God to preserve his people, and more specifically, to preserve David even being surrounded by evil people
like Doeg and Saul.

David begins his exposition in the psalm saying, :03°3-22 2% 7017 1237 7¥72 200A-11 352:1 Why
do you boast in evil, O mighty man? The lovingkindness of God endures all day long. (NASB) The Hebrew
text ask “‘why do you give praise in evil.” The Hebrew text states ““why do you praise in evil” (?930R-12
1¥732). The sense of this word is “lehalal” 59179 as a verb “to praise, glorify, laud, commend,” which may

also be expressed as “lehithalal” 59anmo meaning ““‘to praise oneself, boast,”” which is the context in which
we find David writing His Psalm. The Apostolic commentary on this topic is the following:

Colossians 3:15-17

3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body; and be thankful. 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. (NASB)

1 Corinthians 10:30-11:1

10:30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am | slandered concerning that for which I give
thanks? 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
10:32 Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; 10:33 just as | also
please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, so that they
may be saved. 11:1 Be imitators of me, just as | also am of Christ. (NASB)

Revelation 7:10-12

7:10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation to our God who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb.” 7:11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and wor-
shiped God, 7:12 saying, ‘Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” (NASB)

The Apostle Paul gives commentary on who receives praises and glory and honor forever. In Colossians
3:17, Paul says in everything we do, in word or in deed, we are to do in the name of the Messiah Yeshua,

and give thanks through Him to God our Father. Thankfulness is a prominent biblical theme. Paul says in
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1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, ““Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God’s will for you in the Messiah Yeshua.” He says give thanks in all circumstances. Thankfulness is a
way of life for us, which is something that should naturally flow from our hearts and our mouths. Being
thankful is a form of praise. Remember back a couple Psalms that the offering of thanksgiving is given in a
way that brings glory to God in the way that we live our lives. In the Psalm David says that the unrighteous
man praises himself in the evil that he does. The wicked man thinks about himself and not about others or
the Lord in Heaven. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:31, that “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever
you do, do all to the glory of God,” and in the previous verse, he speaks of giving thanks for his food. The
question is what foods did God create that we should be taking with thanksgiving that is related to the bless-
ing and the praises of Yeshua and our Father in heaven? In Jewish tradition, there are blessings said during
a wedding ceremony, and grace is given both before and after meals. In Jewish liturgy, the Berakhah is said
before meals (see Matthew 14:19). The blessing before the meal is short, whereas, on a full stomach, one
can really be thankful and give a longer blessing following the meal. For example, the Berakhah after the
meal is the following:

“Blessed are You, Adonai our God, king of the universe, who feeds the whole world with Your
goodness, grace, lovingkindness, and mercy. You give food to everything that lives, because
your lovingkindness endures forever. In Your great goodness, we have never lacked food.
For your great name’s sake, may we never lack it ever, since You nourish, sustain, and do
good to all and provide food for all the creatures You created. Blessed are You, Adonai, giver
of food to all.” (Sidur)

According to the Sidur, the following Berakhah includes thanks for the productivity of the land of Israel, the
covenant, and the Torah, and quotes the Scriptural basis for the blessings saying from Devarim / Deuteron-
omy 8:10 “And you will eat and be satisfied, and you will bless Adonai your God for the good land which
He has given you.” (NASB) What we find here within the blessing, being thankful, and praising the name of
the Lord for His provision, we are being drawn back into the Torah context of being thankful and blessing
the Lord in His grace and mercy to save us and consequently provide for our needs. We are remembering
the promises of God and His provision for our daily needs. Additional Berakhot drives forward this point,
in the sidur we find prayers for the restoration of Jerusalem, the return of the Jewish people to Israel, and
the coming of the Messiah. When the Scripture says that everything created by God is good, realize that
this does not mean that everything God created was created for food. All things are created to bring glory
to God, the evil thing, the unclean thing is created for the purpose of our choosing to do what is right and
righteous before the Lord and thus bringing glory and praise to His name through obedience. There are no
verses that abolishes the dietary laws. Obeying the dietary laws do not earn us the righteousness to enter
heaven. Obeying the commandments is simply for the purpose of offering God a sacrifice of thanks, and
bringing glory to His name through obedience to His word.

In Revelation 7:10-12, we read that all glory, blessings, and praises belong to the Lord and to His Mes-
siah Yeshua. In the Psalm David says the unrighteous boast (give praise) about their own wickedness and
they do not recognize the lovingkindness of God who takes care of His people. The Aramaic Targum states,

IR 20 RAYRT RTOA ROT QTN CTWONRD 7203 RW2 RIWOH2 7anwn an 3 52:3 How the mighty man will
praise himself with a wicked tongue, to shed innocent blood; [but] the grace of God is all the day. (EMC)
The Septuagint states, 52:2 ddwiov éLoyicato 11 YADOGGA cov dcel Eupov nkovnuévov Emoincag 60Aov 52:1
Why dost thou, O mighty man, boast of iniquity in thy mischief? All the day. (LXX) In both the Aramaic
and Greek translations of the Psalms, the wicked man boasts (gives praise) to himself by reason of his own
iniquity. They boast about their sin rather than being grieved because of their sins. The rabbis say that the
wicked boast in their ability to shed innocent blood. It is interesting that in the first clause to this sentence,
we find David speaking of the wicked who boast in their sin and of murder, and in the second clause we are
told of the glory of God by His grace He gives all the day long. This may be drawing a context to David’s
sin against BatSheva and Uriah, he had Uriah killed and the Lord God showed grace to David by not taking
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his life by reason of his sin. For this reason David may be contrasting the evil desires to the grace of God.
This is all the more reason why we should be thankful because God is worthy of our thanksgiving. It is only
right to credit Him for “every good and perfect gift” that He gives (James 1:17). When we are thankful, our
focus moves away from selfish desires and off the pain of current circumstances. Expressing thankfulness
and praising His name helps us remember that the Lord is in control. Thankfulness, and praise is the only
appropriate action on our part; it is both healthy and beneficial to us. It reminds us of the bigger picture, that
we belong to the Lord God in heaven, and that we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing (Ephe-
sians 1:3). Whether we have had a relatively easy life, or a very difficult life, we are to give glory to God
for His great mercy because truly, if we take a cold hard look at our own lives, the mercy and grace that He
has shown us, just like He showed David, we can say that we truly have an abundant life (John 10:10), and
gratefulness, thankfulness, and praises is fitting.

David continues saying, %7 WY Wu?n yN? 1390 2WnA N 7 52:2 Your tongue devises de-
struction, Like a sharp razor, O worker of deceit. 52:3 You love evil more than good, Falsehood more than
speaking what is right. Selah. (NASB) The tongue is described as being a sharp razor working great evils. It

is interesting here David says 731/ JWnR speaking of the tongue using the verb from the root word 2111
meaning “to think.”” He says ““your tongue thinks.” Does the tongue think for itself? James 3:6 states that
the tongue is a fire, a world of evil, it is a whole world of wickedness corrupting the entire body and is even
set on fire from hell. Those are some very strong words to describe the depth of wickedness that is found
in the tongue. The tongue has the power to kill, steal, and destroy by a command, by what is said in public
or in private. The NASB translates this as the tongue “devises destruction” though the word destruction is

not present. The Aramaic Targum states, *2°2 7°2¥ 717 22IR o7 JIW°? 7272 722°22 2WNN XRDWBINR 7

:XMI°WYn 52:4 Your tongue will devise tumult in your heart, forming words of slander like a sharp knife.
(EMC) The Septuagint states, 52:2 adikiav ELoyicato 11 YADGGH 60V MGl EuPOV NKOVIUEVOY €m0inoag
d0lov 52:2 thy tongue has devised unrighteousness; like a sharpened razor thou hast wrought deceit. (LXX)
The rabbis say that the tongue thinks or determines (2WN) tumult (XDWIAINKR) where tumult means ““con-
fusion or disorder.” Confusion or disorder the tongue thinks within the heart. The confusion or disorder
follows from the wickedness, evil, fire of hell, that the tongue is being driven and the text suggests that this
is found at the very depth of man, in his heart. This follows in line with Yeshua’s words saying from the
heart the mouth overflows (Luke 6:45). Based on this text, the heart brings forth either good or evil, and the
tongue speaks evil when a man’s heart is evil.

The English translation of this combination of words is that the tongue devises mischiefs. The word
“mischiefs” means (a) desire, cupidity (Mishley / Proverbs 10:3) and (b) fall, ruin, destruction, wicked-
ness (Tehillim / Psalm 5:9, 38:12). The meaning that is being drawn out here is that he (Doeg) has made
his tongue to ruin others. Compare Tehillim / Psalm 50:19 You use your mouth for evil and harness your
tongue to deceit. (NIV) The particular thing referred to here is the fact that Doeg sought the ruin of others
by providing “information.” Doeg was not telling a lie about what David had done, visiting Ahimelek. He
“informed”” Saul of what Ahimelek had done; he informed him where David had been. Doeg was providing
the information needed to apprehend David. All this was ““designed” to bring ruin upon David and his fol-
lowers, and this illustrates the importance of recognizing Lashon Hara in our own lives by the information
we share with others. Note something from the Narrative in the storyline of David, Saul, and Doeg. The
Lashon Hara that Doeg performed actually spilled over and brought ruin on Ahimelek and those associated
with him, the priests (1 Samuel 22:17-19), Lashon Hara has the possibility of spilling over into other peoples
life for destruction. The parallel to the tongue is a sharp razor that cuts. David says such a person loves evil
more than good, Falsehood more than speaking right. The prophet Isaiah says something similar in Isaiah
7:20, that slanders are like a sharp knife with which one stabs another. If one is speaking in secret, one could
say that he or she is stabbing another in the dark. Working deceitfully means literally to make deceit. That
is, it was by deceit that he (Doeg) accomplished his purpose. There was no open and fair dealing in what he
did. Doeg took the power of the tongue, like a razor, and worked a great amount of evil that resulted in the
death of the priests.
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David goes on to say, -03 T R0 1107 ¥23-127-22 DATX 1 1770 PIX 120 | MW 290R ¥ DATR 7
1170 00 PIRD WYY 2aRn a0 TR N7 TR OX 52:4 You love all words that devour, O deceitful
tongue. 52:5 But God will break you down forever; He will snatch you up and tear you away from your tent,
And uproot you from the land of the living. Selah. (NASB) The devouring nature of words is a reference to
words that destroy the soul, the heart, or the love of someone, and also words that command others to com-
mit murder, to steal, and corrupt. David says that “you love evil from good, a lie from words of righteous-

ness” (M0 P8 1277 | IRY 23R ¥ AAIN). Here the translators are adding in words that speak of words
that devour. The Aramaic Targum states, T :17°217 RIW°7 XN "MY70 772 93 RN 1 700 RI2R 700
KRNIV ROPPTX WA 17172297 X217 VIR 2 710507 RIDWHA 209797 T150510°) 7390200 1ay0 10V

M 7PNIARY T QTP R 11PAT XOYwT 52:6 You love all the words of destruction, the tongue of
guile. 52:7 Also God will demolish you forever; he will shatter you and make you wander so that you can-
not dwell in a tent; and he will uproot you from the land of the living forever. 52:8 And the righteous will
see the punishment of the wicked, and they will be afraid in the presence of the Lord, and on his account
they will laugh. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 52:4 1yannocog mavTo to PHUOTO KATOTOVIIOUOD YADCCHV
doMav 52:5 1 Todto 6 Oe0¢ KabeAET o€ €1 TEALOG EKTIAOL GE KO LETAVAGTEVGOL GE GO CKNVMUOATOG KO TO
piloud cov £k yig (ovtav dtyarpa 52:6 kail dyovtot dikatot kol pofnoncoviot Kol €n’ adTov yerdoovTal
kai épovoty 52:4 Thou has loved all words of destruction, and a deceitful tongue. 52:5 Therefore may God
destroy thee for ever, may he pluck thee up and utterly remove thee from thy dwelling, and thy root from the
land of the living. Pause. 52:6 And the righteous shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him, and say, (LXX)
God’s righteousness, which, in accordance with the promise, takes the righteous under its protection. The
righteous pray and seek the Lord to help him speak of God’s praises (Tehillim / Psalms 51:5). And based
upon Tehillim / Psalms 49 and 50, we learned that God delights in the sacrifice of praise. This is paralleled

to one who brings a burnt offering (2°17127) that is pleasing to Him, in comparison with which the flesh and

the dead work of N2 (wrong, injustice, evil) The inward part of a man who commits dead works, is said
to be broken and crushed because of his sinful nature, he is ungodly, he is hard, haughty, and glories in

himself. It is interesting to note that the Talmud finds a significance in the plural °1727 “sacrifice.” Joshua
ben Levi (Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 43b) says, ““At the time when the temple was standing, whoever brought
a burnt-offering received the reward of it, and whoever brought a meat-offering, the reward of it; but the

lowly was accounted by the Scriptures as one who offered every kind of sacrifice at once” (72 277277 12°K2

1212 N1129P7). In this statement we see the understanding of the rabbis on the mercy of God towards the
righteous. The wicked on the other hand the Lord will demolish forever and scatter and cause to wander so
that such a person cannot dwell in a tent (Tehillim / Psalms 52:5[7]). This suggests that the one who uses his
tongue to kill, will be unable to dwell in a tent with anyone else. This makes a lot of sense since anyone who
is arguing and bickering constantly there is no way to live in unity (husband/wife) or as a family (brother/
sister).

David says that the mercy of God results in the righteous not being afraid, 1°2¥) 187 D°2°7% IR 11
:iMI72 1Y WY 292 22 iNYn 0008 0W-XD 1230 137 L P 52:6 The righteous will see and fear,
And will laugh at him, saying, 52:7 ‘Behold, the man who would not make God his refuge, But trusted in the
abundance of his riches And was strong in his evil desire.” (NASB) Here again we find David making com-
ments about the one who trusts in his riches and parallels this to strong evil desires. Does this suggest that
wealth is deceiving? What do the Scriptures have to say about the deceitfulness of wealth? The Scriptures
say the following regarding wealth:

Survey of the Scriptures on Wealth

1. Wealth can bring many griefs — ““For the love of money is a root of all sorts
of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.”” (1 Timothy 6:10)

Copyright © 2014 MATSATI.COM Ministry 7



2. Wealth looks like a help or security, but in reality becomes a master — “No
one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
Mammon.”” (Matthew 6:24)

3. Wealth can lead one to hostility with God — *““You adulterous people, don’t you
know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore,
anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.”
(James 4:4)

4. Wealth can keep one from experiencing the fruit of God’s kingdom — “The
seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the

worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it
unfruitful.”” (Matthew 13:22)

5. Wealth can minimize one’s treasure in heaven — ““Jesus looked at him and
loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. ‘Go, sell everything you have and
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow
me.””” (Mark 10:21)

6. Wealth can lead one to conceit — “Instruct those who are rich in this present
world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but
on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.” (1 Timothy 6:17)

7. Wealth can entice one to be unfaithful to God — “If I have put my trust in gold
or said to pure gold, “You are my security,” if | have rejoiced over my great
wealth, the fortune my hands had gained, if | have regarded the sun in its ra-
diance or the moon moving in splendor, so that my heart was secretly enticed
and my hand offered them a kiss of homage, then these also would be sins to
be judged, for I would have been unfaithful to God on high.”” (Job 31:24-28)

8. Wealth can lead one to a life of ruin — “The righteous will see and fear, And
will laugh at him, saying, ‘Behold, the man who would not make God his
refuge, But trusted in the abundance of his riches And was strong in his evil
desire.””” (Tehillim / Psalm 52:6-7)

9. Wealth can blind one to the cold hard realities of life — “The rich are wise in
their own eyes; one who is poor and discerning sees how deluded they are.”
(Mishley / Proverbs 28:11) ““You say, ‘I am rich; | have acquired wealth and
do not need a thing.” But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful,
poor, blind and naked.”” (Revelation 3:17)

10. Wealth can cause one to forget God’s provisions — “When you have eaten
and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given
you. Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe
his commands, his laws and his decrees that | am giving you this day. Oth-
erwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle
down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold
increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud
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— Tehillim / Psalms 52 | 21 2°%10 790 —
and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of
the land of slavery.”” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:10-14)

11. Wealth can cause one to seek his or her own glory over God’s glory — “These
people say, ‘“The time has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.””” Then
the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time for you
yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a
ruin?”” Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to
your ways.”” (Haggai 1:2-5)

12. Wealth when handled inappropriately, it can lead one to unanswered prayers
— “They ask me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come near them.
‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not seen it? Why have we hum-
bled ourselves, and you have not noticed?’”” (Isaiah 58)

These few references taken only from the Apostolic Writings demonstrate adequately the danger of
amassing wealth and the desire to do so. Wealth can bring grief, can become a master, can lead to hostility,
keep from experiencing the fruit of God’s kingdom. What are the fruits of God’s kingdom? Wealth can re-
move a portion of one’s reward from heaven and can even prevent one from entering heaven (Mark 10:25),
can lead to conceit, to unfaithfulness, to ruin like we find here in the Psalm, to blindness, to forgetting God’s
promises and provision, to seek one’s own glory and lead to unanswered prayers. These are only a few
things the gospels and epistles have to say concerning wealth and we have not looked at the Tanach. The
point that we can take away from David’s words, D%°-X? 1237 737 1 2P0 1Y) IR 2778 IR 1
:iMIT2 1YY WY 292 w2 YR 09K 52:6 The righteous will see and fear, And will laugh at him, say-
ing, 52:7 ‘Behold, the man who would not make God his refuge, But trusted in the abundance of his riches
And was strong in his evil desire.” (NASB) is that we are to seek the Lord God Almighty and His Messiah
in everything. Now in the metaphor that Yeshua uses in Mark 10:25, he states that it is very difficult, it
is impossible for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven and it might be because of these things listed
here. Thinking upon the eye of a needle, the “eye” is the section of a sewing needle formed into a loop for
pulling thread, located at the end opposite the point. These loops are often shaped like an oval or an “eye,”
hence the metaphor the ““eye of the needle.” In Judaism, the Babylonian Talmud applies the aphorism to
“unthinkable thoughts.” This application is used by the rabbis to explain that dreams reveal the thoughts
of a man’s heart, which is the product of reason rather than the absence of it. The rabbis say, “They do not
show a man a palm tree of gold, nor an elephant going through the eye of a needle.”” (Talmud Bavli Bera-
khot 55b) If we consider this interpretation on the eye of the needle, where does the treasure of your heart
lay? Have you ever had a dream of reaching out to the lost for the gospel of Christ? How about dreams of
the end of days? Or trying to defeat the dragon because of false doctrine that is being taught? What about
witnessing people bowing down to an idol of their own making and praying (in the dream) for the salvation
of their souls? Have you ever had dreams like that? What does that say about your heart from the rabbinic
context given above?

In another commentary, Midrash Rabbah on the Song of Songs uses the phrase to speak of God’s will-
ingness and ability beyond comparison, to accomplish the salvation of a sinner, the rabbis say, “The Holy
One blessed be He said, open for me a door as big as a needle’s eye and | will open for you a door through
which may enter tents and [camels?].” Rav Sheishet of Nehardea applies the same aphorism and reasoning
for which the sages of Pumbedita were evidently famous according to the statement, ““Are you from Pumbe-
dita, where they push an elephant through the eye of a needle?”” (Talmud Bavli Nezikin, Baba Metzia, 38b).
The idea is that this eye of the needle and its connection to the rich or wealthy, and to the application of the
heart and unthinkable thoughts, there is a fascinating web connecting all of these concepts together which is
consistent with the Psalm of David and the Apostolic Writings on this topic.

Yeshua’s use of “The eye of a needle” in Mark 10:24-27 and Luke 18:24-27, we definitely can see
the rabbinic understanding come out of his teaching. The impossibility of the man to enter heaven who is
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self serving, self seeking, self sustaining, and self glorifying. Remember that this metaphor was used in
response to the young rich man who had asked Yeshua what he needed to do in order to inherit eternal life.
Yeshua replied that he should keep the commandments, to which the man stated he had done. Yeshua then
responded, ““If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have trea-
sure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”” Perfection is not in the sense of being poor, but in the sense of what
we are learning here, to trust in the Lord to sustain us, to draw us near, to set our hearts on fire, to provide for
our every need, to give us the ability to praise His name, and to offer the sacrifice of Thanksgiving by living
an obedient life, with a humble heart, and prayer, etc. The young man became sad and was unwilling to let
go of his wealth because he was suffering from the very thing David is speaking of here *““the man who would
not make God his refuge, But trusted in the abundance of his riches.”” The psalm speaks of those who trust
in the Lord and in His abundant riches. What riches is he referring to? What are the riches of God? Many
times we hear or read in the Apostolic Writings of the ““spiritual blessings.” What are the spiritual blessings
that Paul speaks of? (see Ephesians 1:1-14)
David concludes saying, 037 11997 D128 O°W-X? 1230 730 0 P70 PY1IRTN DORTE R 1
WY 3 027 AT X 1710719 00K TR0 OAN02 TR MA2 1Y NI I 2 :inaa T WY 292
700 73] 230-70 AW MPR1 52:8 But as for me, | am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust
in the lovingkindness of God forever and ever. 52:9 | will give You thanks forever, because You have done
it, And I will wait on Your name, for it is good, in the presence of Your godly ones. (NASB) The green olive
tree in the house of God sounds like David is drawing in the context of the Lord who is the perfect gardener
who knows how to cultivate the one’s He loves. Along this line of thinking, in Tehillim / Psalms 23, David
says that the Lord causes him to lie down in green pastures (:>32:73° NI “n-9Y °1¥°27 RYT NiXIa 2, 23:2
He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. NASB) and to lay beside quiet
waters. We find this context illustrates how the Lord is the perfect shepherd who takes care of His flock.
Certainly David has these perspectives, and so he is able to say ““I will give You thanks forever, because You
have done it, And I will wait on Your name, for it is good, in the presence of Your godly ones.”” Can you say
the same, the Lord is mighty and He deserves all of the glory, all of the praise, and all of the worship? Let’s
Praise His Holy Name simply for who He is, Halelluia! Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We give you glory for the very fact of just who You are, loving, merciful, and full of grace towards your
people. Help us Lord to be people of our word, when we repent we ask that You would empower us by Your
Holy Spirit to live ““obedient-faith,” to follow through on our promises, and to bring glory to Your name.
We praise Your name because You have told us how we can bring glory to Your name by the way that we live
our lives which is consider a sacrifice of righteousness, the very thing that You desire. Lord we know that
our own righteousness is nothing but filthy rags and that we desire for Your righteousness, the righteousness
that you credit to us because of our faith in the Messiah Yeshua. We ask Lord that you would increase our
faith, and help us to bring glory of Your name! You have demonstrated the greatness of Your love for us
in Your Son Yeshua the Messiah. Thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the
covenant of peace that You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit,
and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory,
and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!
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Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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