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Connecting to the Land and the People

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 48:1-14, David opens the Psalm saying, =327 29112 % X
;1P A Song; a Psalm of the sons of Korah. (NASB) David then says 1028 °v2 787 99721 717 2373 2

WTR-17 48:1 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, In the city of our God, His holy mountain.
(NASB) It is interesting how the psalmist directs our attention to praising the Lord, the city Jerusalem, and
the holy mountain. Notice how the land, the people, and the place are connected to the Lord and His praises.
The psalmist continues saying “82 2°778 7 :27 727 N2 1193 °N97 19°%-17 yIRT-22 wivwn A1 0> 3

:23wnb v1i1 7°nim7 8:2 Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, Is Mount Zion in the far north,
The city of the great King. 48:3 God, in her palaces, Has made Himself known as a stronghold. (NASB)
Modern replacement theology today however say it is a mistake to believe God is connected to a people, a
land, a city, and a place. The Psalm continues saying 448:4 For, lo, the kings assembled themselves, They
passed by together. 48:5 They saw it, then they were amazed; They were terrified, they fled in alarm. 48:6
Panic seized them there, Anguish, as of a woman in childbirth. 48:7 With the east wind You break the ships

of Tarshish. (NASB) The nations flee and are terrified at the presence of the Lord in this place. David says 0
120 09IV-7Y 723107 09K TOR Y2 NIRIY A1 Y2 IR 12 | NYnY WR248:8 As we have heard,

so have we seen In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God; God will establish her forever. Selah.
(NASB) The city of God will be established forever. The land, the city, and the people are a reminder of the
lovingkindness of God who saves His people and brings blessing to the land and the people by establishing
a place for them to live (48:9). The psalmist continues saying J¥%7 7737 Ni12 73730 19°%-10 | mows 20
IR 21T 37900 1R7 PORINNRD 7MY | D237 MW T IPYTI 190 PRI MY 30 1 yawn
Judah rejoice Because of Your judgments. 48:12 Walk about Zion and go around her; Count her towers;
48:13 Consider her ramparts; Go through her palaces, That you may tell it to the next generation. 48:14
For such is God, Our God forever and ever; He will guide us until death. (NASB) The psalmist equates the
number of towers in the holy place, in the city of God, as a picture of blessing upon God’s people. Tehillim
/ Psalms 48 speaks of the Torah’s connecting the land, the people, and mount Zion to God, a relationship
with God, and blessing. He concludes saying that the Lord is eternal and He will guide us until the day that
we die.
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This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 48:1-14, David opens the Psalm saying, 731 % X

:TP-"327 A Song; a Psalm of the sons of Korah. (NASB) According to Shemot / Exodus 6:24 The sons of
Korah: Assir and Elkanah and Abiasaph; these are the families of the Korahites. (NASB) The sentence from
Parashat Va’era is taken to denote Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph, Korah’s three individual sons (Shemot / Ex-
odus 6:24, Bamidbar / Numbers 26:11). The Sons of Korach are used as titles to some of the Psalms as we
have been studying previously and we read in 1 Chronicles6:31-32 which states ““6:31 Now these are those
whom David appointed over the service of song in the house of the Lord, after the ark rested there. 6:32
They ministered with song before the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, until Solomon had built the house of
the Lord in Jerusalem; and they served in their office according to their order.” In 1 Chronicles, the author
mentions first ““Heman the singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel,” listing the genealogy back to Korach
and Levi. The author then speaks of ““his brother Asaph, who stood on his right hand,” and traces Asaph’s
descent back to Gershom the son of Levi; and then says, “and on the left hand their brethren the sons of
Merari.” Of these the principal leader is Ethan (otherwise called Jeduthun), and his descent is again traced
back to Levi. David’s interest in writing the Psalms is for music to be used before the Lord in connection to
Solomon’s temple. Tehillim / Psalms 48 appears to be a psalm of praise that is given to the Sons of Korach
to sing praises to the Lord for the great triumphs He has brought to His people. In Tehillim / Psalms 48 Da-

vid says :WTR-07 3008 7Y TR7 P90m1 1 9173 248:1 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, In

the city of our God, His holy mountain. (NASB) In verse one of the psalm, the psalmist directs our attention
to praising God, the city Jerusalem, and the holy mountain. Notice how the land, the people, and the place
(Jerusalem) are connected to the Lord and His praises.
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Tehillim / Psalms 48

A Song; a Psalm of the sons of Korah.
48:1 Great is the Lord, and greatly to
be praised, In the city of our God, His
holy mountain. 48:2 Beautiful in ele-
vation, the joy of the whole earth, Is
Mount Zion in the far north, The city
of the great King. 48:3 God, in her
palaces, Has made Himself known as
a stronghold. 48:4 For, lo, the kings
assembled themselves, They passed
by together. 48:5 They saw it, then
they were amazed; They were terri-
fied, they fled in alarm. 48:6 Panic
seized them there, Anguish, as of a
woman in childbirth. 48:7 With the
east wind You break the ships of
Tarshish. 48:8 As we have heard, so
have we seen In the city of the Lord
of hosts, in the city of our God; God
will establish her forever. Selah.
48:9 We have thought on Your lov-
ingkindness, O God, In the midst of
Your temple. 48:10 As is Your name,
0O God, So is Your praise to the ends
of the earth; Your right hand is full of
righteousness. 48:11 Let Mount Zion
be glad, Let the daughters of Judah
rejoice Because of Your judgments.
48:12 Walk about Zion and go
around her; Count her towers; 48:13
Consider her ramparts; Go through
her palaces, That you may tell it to
the next generation. 48:14 For such
is God, Our God forever and ever;
He will guide us until death. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 48
48:1 A song and psalm by the sons
of Korah. 48:2 Great is the Lord and
very praiseworthy, in Jerusalem, the
city of our God, and on the mount
of his sanctuary. 48:3 Beautiful as a
bridegroom, the joy of all the inhabi-
tants of the earth, Mount Zion, on the
north side, the city of the great king.
48:4 The Lord is in its palaces; it is
known for strength. 48:5 For behold,
the kings have joined forces, they
have passed by together. 48:6 They
have seen, so they were amazed at
the miracles and wonders; they were
astonished, yea, they fled. 48:7 Trem-
bling seized them there, agitation
like a woman giving birth. 48:8 With
an east wind strong as fire from the
presence of the Lord, you will shat-
ter the ships of Tarsis. 48:9 The chil-
dren of Israel will say, “Just as we
have heard, so we have seen; in the
city of the Lord Sabaoth, in the city
of our God — the Lord will establish
it forever and ever.” 48:10 Make us
worthy, O Lord, of your goodness in
the midst of your temple. 48:11 As
your name, O Lord, so is your praise
to the ends of the earth; your right
hand is full of generosity. 48:12 Let
Mount Zion rejoice, let the assem-
blies of the house of Judah rejoice
with psalms, because of your judg-
ments. 48:13 Surround Zion, let them
rejoice, and encircle her, number her
towers. 48:14 Set your mind on her
throngs above, [even on] her citadels,
that you may tell it to another gener-
ation. 48:15 For this, the Lord, he is
our God; his presence is in her midst
and his dwelling is in heaven forever
and ever; he will guide us in the days
of our youth. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 48

A Psalm of praise for the sons of
Core on the second day of the week.
48:1 Great is the Lord, and greatly
to be praised in the city of our God,
in his holy mountain. 48:2 The city
of the great King is well planted on
the mountains of Sion, with the joy
of the whole earth, on the sides of
the north. 48:3 God is known in her
palaces, when he undertakes to help
her. 48:4 For, behold the kings of the
earth were assembled, they came to-
gether. 48:5 They saw, and so they
wondered: they were troubled, they
were moved. 48:6 Trembling took
hold on them: there were the pangs
as of a woman in travail. 48:7 Thou
wilt break the ships of Tharsis with
a vehement wind. 48:8 As we have
heard, so have we also seen, in the
city of the Lord of hosts, in the city
of our God: God has founded it for
ever. Pause. 48:9 We have thought
of thy mercy, O God, in the midst of
thy people. 48:10 According to thy
name, O God, so is also thy praise to
the ends of the earth: thy right hand
is full of righteousness. 48:11 Let
mount Sion rejoice, let the daugh-
ters of Judaea exult, because of thy
judgments, O Lord. 48:12 Go round
about Sion, and encompass her: tell
ye her towers. 48:13 Mark ye well
her strength, and observe her palac-
es; that ye may tell the next gener-
ation. 48:14 For this is our God for
ever and ever: he will be our guide
for evermore. (LXX)

David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 48:1 present a fundamental problem today in modern Christianity
due to the teaching of Supersessionism (also known as “‘replacement theology). Supersessionism is a
Christian theological view on the current status of the Jewish people, Judaism, and Christianity. Superses-
sionism, according to Oxfords Dictionary, is a theology that states it is the tradition or belief the church has
replaced Israel as God’s chosen people. Israel has lost its place and Christianity now occupies a central posi-
tion. Supersessionism also designates that the Mosaic covenant has been replaced or superseded by the New
Covenant. This view leads to the idea of dual-covenant theology, that Israel has the Torah, and Christians
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have only grace and love. Early Christian theologians saw the New Covenant in Christ as a replacement
of the Mosaic Covenant. (Fonrobert, Charlotte Elisheva. “Jewish Christians, Judaizers, and Christian An-
ti-Judaism.” A People’s History of Christianity, Volume 2: Late Ancient Christianity. Ed. Virginia Burrus.
Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2005) Historically, statements by the Roman Catholic Church have fol-
lowed replacement ecclesiastical (adj. of or pertaining to the church) structures stating that the church is a
fulfillment and replacement of Jewish ecclesiastical structures. This means that the way of life as described
by the Torah has been done away with and something new has come in its place. For example, allegorically
Jerusalem is now the Church and I have heard pastors teach “we are Jerusalem now” which is clearly a
departure from Scripture and a replacement theology. As recently as 1965 Vatican Council II affirmed that,
*““the Church is the new people of God,” and by this reasoning Israel becomes irrelevant in terms of escha-
tology. Modern Catholicism affirms these teachings as authoritative for doctrine, through the self substan-
tiating claims of *““apostolic succession” from the New Testament Scriptures (e.g. Matthew 16:18). Modern
Protestants hold to a range of positions on the topic. The early church fathers reveal a similar mindset on
the place of Israel, the people, and the Land today.

Many Early Christian commentators taught that the Old Covenant was fulfilled and replaced (supersed-
ed) by the New Covenant in Christ. The following is a brief summary of the early church views that were
clearly of a replacement mindset.

Early Christian Commentators

o Justin Martyr (100 to 165 CE) states “For the true spiritual Israel ... are
we who have been led to God through this crucified Christ.”” (Justin Martyr,
Dialogue With Trypho 11, in Ante-Nicene Fathers 1:200)

e Hippolytus of Rome (martyred 13 August 235 CE)states “The Jews have
been darkened in the eyes of your soul with a darkness utter and everlasting.”
(Hippolytus, Treatise Against the Jews 6, in Ante-Nicene Fathers 5.220)

e Tertullian (160 — 220 CE): “Who else, therefore, are understood but we,
who, fully taught by the new law, observe these practices,—the old law being
obliterated, the coming of whose abolition the action itself demonstrates. . . .
Therefore, as we have shown above that the coming cessation of the old law
and of the carnal circumcision was declared, so, too, the observance of the
new law and the spiritual circumcision has shone out into the voluntary ob-
servances of peace.” (http://www.tertullian.org, August 4, 2014)

Augustine (354-430 CE) also follows the opinion of the earlier Church Fathers, however, he emphasizes the
importance to Christianity of the continued existence of the Jewish people. For example he says, “The Jews
... are thus by their own Scriptures a testimony to us that we have not forged the prophecies about Christ.”
Thus the importance of the prophecies relies upon the existence of Israel as a proof or testimony that Yeshua
was not a fabrication of the church. Pope Benedict X VI said the following.

Pope Benedict XVI

“In this Torah, which is Jesus himself, the abiding essence of what was inscribed on the
stone tablets at Sinai is now written in living flesh, namely, the twofold commandment of
love ... To imitate him, to follow him in discipleship, is therefore to keep Torah, which has
been fulfilled in him once and for all. Thus the Sinai covenant is indeed superseded. But once
what was provisional in it has been swept away, we see what is truly definitive in it.”” (Scott
Hahn, Many Religions, One Covenant: Israel, the Church, and the World, Ignatius Press,
September 1, 1999)

4 Copyright © 2014 MATSATI.COM Ministry
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As we can see in this brief summary of the church fathers, very early on in church history, replacement
theology was prevalent. The example we have from history is the purging from tradition the moedim and
dietary mitzvot. This is evident in the writings of the early church fathers such as Clement of Rome, Math-
etes, Polycarp, Ignatius, Barnabas, Papias, Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus. Note that Polycarp lived between
69-155 CE and was a 2"-century Christian bishop of Smyrna. He was a contemporary of the Apostle John.
According to the Martyrdom of Polycarp he died a martyr, bound and burned at the stake, then stabbed when
the fire failed to touch him.

The difficulty we have with the modern theology of supersessionism is with regard to what David is

saying here in Tehillim / Psalms 48:2, :3W/7p-17 19098 °¥2 T8D 99771 7370 2973 248:1 Great is the

Lord, and greatly to be praised, In the city of our God, His holy mountain. (NASB) This one verse brings
into context the people, the Land, and the city of God (Jerusalem), the place where He has established His

name. The city Jerusalem, according to Tehillim / Psalms 48:8, will be established forever, 31yY WX 0
120 021Y-T7Y 723100 207K 10098 1°Y2 NIRIY 73T Y2 3987 12 | 48:8 As we have heard, so have we seen

In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God; God will establish her forever. (NASB) The rabbis
translate this into Aramaic in the Targum Pseudo-Jonathan to say 72 °7 X172 117212 PRIW° °12 N> v

ARy MY TV 9995w 2OOR 71T RITORT RNIP2 NINAY 77T RNOP2 R0 K177 RIVAW °7 48:9 The
children of Israel will say, ““Just as we have heard, so we have seen; in the city of the Lord Sabaoth, in the
city of our God — the Lord will establish it forever and ever.” (EMC) According to this verse, the psalmist
directs our attention to praising the Lord, and the importance of the city Jerusalem, and the holy mountain
(the Temple mount). How do we harmonize these Scriptures with the theology of supersessionism? Is the
theology of supersessionism valid based upon these words of David? Throughout the Torah, Moshe repeat-
edly warns the people to remain faithful to the Lord. These warnings are contrasted with the mighty works
God did to preserve His people in the wilderness and the purpose of the deliverance from Egypt, because
of the promises to our fathers (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) and the Promised Land. These major concepts
are brought out and placed before us which begs the question, “is the non-Jew (gentile) who is graft into the
family of God able to take hold of the Torah and lay claim to what God has done?”’

Supersessionism proposes that the Mosaic covenant has been fulfilled and replaced by the New Cove-
nant in Christ, and that the Church is the “New Israel.” The theologies that are developed are far reaching.
For example, did you know that the rapture theology is deeply antisemitic? According to the theology of
supersessionism, the church has replaced Israel (the Jewish people) and therefore Israel has become irrel-
evant in terms of eschatology and Bible prophecy. Only when the Church is “raptured” out will God turn
back towards godless Israel and bring His wrath upon them and the entire world. The Church however is
saved from His wrath. The view of supersessionism revolves around the miss-application and miss-under-
standing of the relationship between the various covenants found within the Scriptures. Some of the most
prevalent Protestant views on supersessionism are known as ““Covenant theology, New Covenant Theology,
and Dispensationalism.” These views are not restricted to a single denomination but are in fact prevalent
throughout all churches and replacement theology runs so deeply that even if one states that they reject the
concepts of supersessionism, the rapture theology and its replacement / antisemitism has been accepted by a
majority. From a Jewish perspective, however, the Torah was given to God’s people as an eternal covenant
(Shemot / Exodus 31:16-17 and 12:14-15) and the Scriptures themselves say it will never be replaced or
added to (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:2 and 13:1). Supersessionism therefore is unable to provide an answer
adequately to Judaism’s claims that Yeshua is not the Messiah in regard to the eternal covenant statements
that are made in the Torah. Is it surprising that the unbelieving Jewish person would make a claim that
believing in Yeshua is to change religions? Supersessionism is contrary to the Hebrew Bible and very an-
tisemitic.

The psalmist continues saying Q%128 7 :27 777 DR 199% °N372 19°%-17 YIRT-22 wivn 731 790 3

:23wnb ¥791 7°nimR2 8:2 Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, Is Mount Zion in the far north,
The city of the great King. 48:3 God, in her palaces, Has made Himself known as a stronghold. (NASB)
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The psalmist continues to draw our attention to the Land and the Place (Mount Zion) and makes reference
to the city of the great King. The importance of the city and the people is the distinction that is made in all
the earth, that all peoples and nations are joyful because of the Lord God who is in this Place. Replacement
theology on the other hand sates it is a mistake to believe God is connected to a people, a land, a city, and a

place. The Aramaic Targum states X119¥T XTIWNAT XTW 11T XNV XYIR 220 93 NIT0 XINA 7°7 00 2

IPNY YTIMDWOR YTONR RN°I7°22 RIOR 00 7 1R ROYAT RN 48:3 Beautiful as a bridegroom, the
joy of all the inhabitants of the earth, Mount Zion, on the north side, the city of the great king. 48:4 The Lord
is in its palaces; it is known for strength. (EMC) The Septuagint states 48:2 g0 M@V yodMépoatt Toong Tig
YiS 6pn Ziwv td TAgvpd ToD Poppd 1 TOALG TOD PBacihémg Tod peydiov 48:3 6 Be0¢ €v Taig Papecty avTHG
ywooketon Otav avtihappavnton avtiic 48:2 The city of the great King is well planted on the mountains of
Sion, with the joy of the whole earth, on the sides of the north. 48:3 God is known in her palaces, when he
undertakes to help her. (LXX) The rabbis bring in the concepts of the marriage covenant with the inhab-
itants of the earth who worship God at Zion. In today’s theology, we are told to place our faith and trust
in Yeshua the Messiah, our lives “turn” in repentance and we are saved and good to go bound for heaven.
The thing that is overlooked, eschatologically speaking according to the book of Revelation, we are given
a message from God regarding what the Lord expects of His children, how we are to turn in repentance and
then live for Him. I have heard some say “all | want is Jesus and that is it nothing else,” as if our faith in
Yeshua causes our life to cease, to end, and there is nothing we should do to serve God? In Ephesians, the
Apostle Paul told the Ephesians that we were created for maasim tovim (good works) for the purpose of
bringing glory to our Father in Heaven. In addition to this, studying the book of Revelation, in the narrative,
we find two principal characters described as the ““Harlot-Babylon’ and the ““Bride-New Jerusalem.” We
see this in the variety of parallels that are drawn between the Babylon (see Revelation 17-18) and the New
Jerusalem (see Revelation 21-22) the author of Revelation (John) is contrasting the two, one against the
other. We see this by the way John adopts similar introductory phraseology, thematic sequences, and verbal
patterns (Jan Fekkes 11, Journal of Biblical Literature,Vol. 109, No. 2 (1990), pp. 269-287, Publisher: The
Society of Biblical Literature). In Revelation 21, the Apostle John introduces the bride (19:9-21) where the
bride is described using terminology from the Torah and to the people, the Land, and the Place (Jerusalem)
to explain the marriage symbolism, relationship, and role of the faithful bride to her husband. Based upon
this summary from the Apostolic Writings, Supersessionism again is contrary to the Greek Bible and is very
antisemitic.

The Psalm continues saying 448:4 For, lo, the kings assembled themselves, They passed by together.
48:5 They saw it, then they were amazed; They were terrified, they fled in alarm. 48:6 Panic seized them
there, Anguish, as of a woman in childbirth. 48:7 With the east wind You break the ships of Tarshish. (NASB)
The nations flee and are terrified at the presence of the Lord in this place. Tehillim / Psalms 48 is the com-
pletion of a series of psalms which begins from Tehillim / Psalms 44.

Summary

e Tehillim / Psalm 44 - the children of God have been told by their fathers of
God’s deliverance in days of old (e.g. the testimony given in the Torah. Note
Yeshua’s words on the parable of the Rich man and Lazarus that the Rich
man’s brothers have Moshe and the Torah to speak to them). We are told to
look to God to redeem Israel (and us who are grafted in) from the power of
the enemy.

e Tehillim / Psalm 45 - presents the redeemer and deliverer, that God is going

to send On for help to answer to their cry. Yeshua ultimately being the One
through whom deliverance will come.
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* Tehillim / Psalm 46 - speaks of the confidence we have in the Lord God Al-
mighty which is gained by the experiencing God’s mercy in the present, and
not simply the report of what God has done in the past.

* Tehillim / Psalm 47 - speaks of the joy of realizing God intervening on behalf
of His people. The Lord exalting Israel over all of the nations and we find the
Lord actually calling the nations to join with Israel in praise to our Father in
Heaven.

* Tehillim / Psalm 48 - speaks of the Lord forever establishing in Jerusalem
(Zion) a name for Himself, and creating a center of government for the whole
earth. This is why the godly say in Tehillim / Psalms 48:8, “As we have
heard, so have we seen In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God;
God will establish her forever. Selah.”.

In light of church history and replacement theology that the church replaces Israel, by this reasoning we

would need to discard all of these psalms because David is very pro-Israel and continually emphasizes and

connecting the praises of God with the Land, the People, and the Place where He has established His name.
It is also important to note what is said in verses 8-10:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 48:8-10

8:8 As we have heard, so have we seen In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God;
God will establish her forever. Selah. 48:9 We have thought on Your lovingkindness, O God,
In the midst of Your temple. 48:10 As is Your name, O God, So is Your praise to the ends of
the earth; Your right hand is full of righteousness. (NASB)

WHT 20 0I-TY 733907 DR IR YA NIRIY I VYR IR 12 [ 2YY YR U

PR IRYD PTS TIR-IRR-Y 070 12 DTN MWD XY 220 292 1700 DY

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 48:9-11

48:9 The children of Israel will say, ““Just as we have heard, so we have seen; in the city of
the Lord Sabaoth, in the city of our God — the Lord will establish it forever and ever.”” 48:10
Make us worthy, O Lord, of your goodness in the midst of your temple. 48:11 As your name,
O Lord, so is your praise to the ends of the earth; your right hand is full of generosity. (EMC)

XNIP2 NIRAY TI7°T KNP KIAM RIDPT RIWHAW 7 7 77 RTAD 1177212 DRI 212 P> v
NIPPXNA T RAPK I RIIWK WMWK 0 PR2Y 00y T A1500w 2R N RITORT
27171 RO97 ROPTY RYIX 2970 TV HY TNAAWIN PI°0 M7 Jaws i &0 172970 vEna

Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 48:8-10
48:8 As we have heard, so have we also seen, in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our
God: God has founded it for ever. Pause. 48:9 We have thought of thy mercy, O God, in the
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midst of thy people. 48:10 According to thy name, O God, so is also thy praise to the ends of
the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness. (LXX)

48:8 kaBdmep Novoapev obTmg idopev &v TOLeL Kupiov TV dvvapewy €v TOAEL ToD Be0d
Nudv 0 Bedg E0gpelimaey avtnV €ig TOV aidva dtbyarpa 48:9 vmeldfopev 6 006G 10 Eledg
ooV &v péo® 1od vaod cov 48:10 katd 10 dvopd cov 6 Bedg oVTmg Kai 1) aivesic Gov €mi Ta
néPATO THS YIS dkalocvvNg TANPNGS 1 €18 Gov

Tehillim / Psalms 48:8-10 speak of the children of God praising the name of God for the fact that they not
only heard of what the Lord had done in the Torah, but that they have also experienced God’s mercy and
saving power for themselves. The Place, Jerusalem, that was delivered by God is established forever. The
Psalmist states that 48:9 We have thought on Your lovingkindness, O God, In the midst of Your temple.
(NASB) while the rabbis who translated the text into Aramaic state 48:10 Make us worthy, O Lord, of your

goodness in the midst of your temple. (EMC) The statement Y72 MY X712 7210 RIPKR 717 RIIWK IIWR

T192°17 to “make us worthy” (RIIWR 1IWR) is not for the purpose of earning our salvation. Making us
worthy is a cry for God’s help to empower us to live redeemed, delivered, and righteous lives. Remember,
we are redeemed, saved, delivered, and made righteous in Yeshua the Messiah, now we are called to live
like we are redeemed, saved, delivered and righteous in the Messiah. Tehillim / Psalms 48:10 states, 48:10
As is Your name, O God, So is Your praise to the ends of the earth; Your right hand is full of righteousness.
(NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 48:11 As your name, O Lord, so is your praise to the ends of the earth;
your right hand is full of generosity. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 48:10 According to thy name, O God, so
is also thy praise to the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness. (LXX) The Lord is praised
according to all that is set forth in His name.

There are two locations in the Torah where God explicitly reveals the meaning of the Name (717,
YHVH). The first is in Parashat Shemot at the mountain of Sinai and the second time is during Parashat
Ki Tisa again at the mountain of Sinai and following the sin of the golden calf. In Shemot / Exodus 3:14
the Lord said :02°28 *J7W M8 287W? 2127 RN 72 WX MR WK MK AYn-o8 0008 My 7
3:14 God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO | AM’; and He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM
has sent me to you.”* (NASB) During Moshe’s encounter with God at the burning bush he also explicitly
requested to know God’s Name in order to authenticate the messenger (himself) and the message to the chil-
dren of Israel. The Lord responded saying 7208 WX 727X “ehyeh asher ehyeh.” According to the NASB

this phrase is translated as “I AM WHO | AM”” since the word is derived from the verb Haya (77°77, ““to be™”)
indicating that God is the source of all life, the creator. Comparing the Targum Onkelos to Shemot / Exodus
3:14, the Aramaic Targum states, 3020 7208 2RI 2127 92°0 1372 WK1 7208 WK I8 IWnT 2 R 7
:719m? providing a word for word reproduction from the Torah 7278 WX 7278 “ehyeh asher ehyeh.” It
is believed that the letters of the name are an acronym for the words ““hayah,” ““hoveh,” “v’yihyeh,” (771°77
7°7°1 717) meaning ““‘the One who was, the One who is, and the One who always shall be.”” Note that each
word is derived from the verb Haya (77", ““to be”) indicating the eternal nature of God (His eternal exis-
tence). By using this name God is declaring His existence. The Lord’s revelation of Himself provides for
us a framework within which we are able to begin to comprehend who He is. For example, we begin by
having faith that God exists (Hebrews 11:6 ywpig ¢ miotemg adHvaTov eDOPESTHGAL, TOTEDGOL Yip OET TOV
npocepyouevov Td 0@ 6t Eotv kai toig Ekntodotv avtov picbanodotng yivetar. 11:6 And without faith
it is impossible to please Him for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder
of those who seek Him. NASB) Within the statement from the Torah 78 WX 727X “ehyeh asher ehyeh,”
God is declaring His eternal existence and in His Name declaring that we must believe He exists and is all
powerful to deliver us.

The second place the name is mentioned is toward the end of Exodus in Parashat Ki Tisa (Shemot / Exo-

dus 30:11-34:35) Moshe asks the Lord again saying :7723-NX X1 1877 X 17° 33:18 Then Moses said,
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Tehillim / Psalms 48 | nn 0*%°1n 150 —

‘| pray You, show me Your glory!” (NASB) The Lord God answers Moshe saying 1°32-2¥ | 717> 92y 1
P3] TIRYT) YWR) TN XW3 209287 197X T NpN) TR0-27) DO TN 1Im DI X Y | 73T KRN
AMDY AR TRN AP RN 1 iD°Y3aN-9Y) DWRY-DY 003 °13-99) 0°12-9Y NI 1Y | 79D mRD KO
34:6 Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness (Grace, 797) and truth; 34:7 who keeps loving-

kindness (Grace, 797) for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means
leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the
third and fourth generations.” 34:8 Moses made haste to bow low toward the earth and worship. (NASB)
The Lord describes Himself and His divine attributes which we find reiterated throughout scripture (Bamid-
bar / Numbers 14:18, Nehemiah 9:17, Tehilim / Psalms 103:8,17, 145:8, Jeremiah 32:18-19, Joel 2:13, and
Jonah 4:2). What God says about himself falls within the context of Parashat Ki Tisa on the sin of idolatry
by the children of Israel and their breaking the newly established covenant by worshiping an idol of their
own making. This was a great sin but yet God fulfilled His promise, in the midst of the sin of the people
and the Lord gives Moshe a fresh revelation of His glory. The repetition of the Name in Exodus tells the
listener to stop and reflect on the meaning and the description that follows. The meaning of God’s Name

was first revealed in Shemot / Exodus 3:14 the Lord said 7K1 7208 WK 08 TUR-98 00708 MR 7

10798 INPW R PRI 2127 KRN 179 3:14 God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO | AM’; and He said, ‘Thus
you shall say to the sons of Israel ‘I AM has sent me to you.”* (NASB) The attributes God lists of Himself
in Shemot / Exodus 34, His compassion demonstrated in Shemot / Exodus 32:14 all of these things describe
His unchanging love and reliability for His people. These are the things the people have heard and God has
worked in the life of the child of God that we find here in Tehillim / Psalms 48:8-10 that states, 8:8 As we
have heard, so have we seen In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God; God will establish her
forever. Selah. 48:9 We have thought on Your lovingkindness, O God, In the midst of Your temple. 48:10
As is Your name, O God, So is Your praise to the ends of the earth; Your right hand is full of righteousness.
(NASB) The Lord has shown Himself to be faithful to His people, not only has He sent His Son Yeshua the
Messiah, He works daily in our lives to draw us nearer, for fellowship, relationship, and maasim tovim.

“The psalmist continues saying il ﬁ’x |o P --puaw'n 1:773‘7 AT NI 1390 ﬁ’x ah | my 2

.nm ’73_] 13;;&;2 mn 7;,71 48.11 Let Mount Zlon be glad, Let the daughters of Judah re10|ce Because of Your
judgments. 48:12 Walk about Zion and go around her; Count her towers; 48:13 Consider her ramparts; Go
through her palaces, That you may tell it to the next generation. 48:14 For such is God, Our God forever
and ever; He will guide us until death. (NASB) The psalmist equates the number of towers in the holy place,

in the city of God, as a picture of blessing upon God’s people. We read 73°¥ 32D ““sovu tzion” using the
word 120 meaning “to encircle, revolve, rotate, sit around,”” David is telling people to walk about Zion, to
119%20) to go about Zion, from the root word Aj?1 (naqaph), we get the idea that he is telling the people to

fasten together or join together, to make a circle around Zion. The remainder of the verse °273% 1799 “to
number her towers™ suggests that the people are to go around Zion, or around the city and take a survey of
the city, to count or number her towers. What is the purpose of numbering the towers? Based upon Tehillim
/ Psalms 48:13-14, the idea is to examine the beauty of the city, of Zion, and how the Lord has helped her
to escape her enemies. Towers are a description of a cities defense and protection, and our attention is di-
rected to God who protects His city for His name’s sake, the Lord has enabled the men to build these towers
for defense. The city is surrounded by walls with towers from which arrows could be launched against the
adversary. Again we find these verses from Tehillim / Psalms 48 speaking of God’s connection to the land,
the people, and mount Zion. The covenant and relationship the people have with God, is exemplified in the
Lord, His love and His mercy being eternal, and that He will guide us until the day that we die.

David concludes with a call to Mount Zion to rejoice and to the cities of Judah to be glad. The purpose

of this gladness is found in Tehillim / Psalms 48:8 which states, NIX2X 7177 Y2 31K 12 | 1292Y WK 0
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of hosts, in the city of our God; God will establish her forever. Selah. (NASB) The city of God will be
established forever and in peace the inhabitants can contemplate the beauty of the city in peace and focus
upon their relationship with the Lord in worship and in service. The land, the city, and the people are a
reminder of the lovingkindness of God who saves His people and brings blessing to the land and the people
by establishing a place for them to live (48:9). The concluding verse of the psalm states that throughout our
lives God will be our God and our Guide: *““For this God is our God for ever and ever: for He will be our

Guide even unto death.” The Aramaic Targum states 7> 17:21 A2 PNIIW RITOR RIT 707 12T P70 W0

JRINTDV M2 K127 RIT PPV NV Xoawa 48:15 For this, the Lord, he is our God; his presence is in
her midst and his dwelling is in heaven forever and ever; he will guide us in the days of our youth. (EMC)
The Septuagint states 48:14 811 00T 8oTtv O O£d¢ 6 O£dC MUBVY gig TOV aidVa Ko ig TOV aidva Tod aidvoc
avTOg Toluavel NUAG €ig Tovg aidvoag 48:14 For this is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide for
evermore. (LXX) It is interesting the rabbis do not translate as the Hebrew text states NIM-2¥ 11373 X371 73]
“He will guide us until death,” but instead translate as ““he will guide us in the days of our youth” (Targum)
and ““he will be our guide for evermore” (Septuagint). The idea is that the Lord does not guide us to death,
but that He will be there to guide us all of our days while we are yet alive. The point is that the Lord is
faithful to His people who were an unfaithful people.

Considering the faithfulness of God who extends His mercy and grace to an unfaithful people, this
should encourage us in our lives with the hope and trust in our Father in Heaven because of what the Lord
Yeshua, the Messiah has done in His name. Despite the fact that often we are unfaithful, we sin, and we
let Him down, He will never go back on what He has promised. We who are grafted into Israel, are also
partakers of both an earthly blessing as well as the coming heavenly blessing because of what the Messiah
has done for each one of us. By God’s mercy, grace, and faithfulness we are saved every day. These things
are exemplified by David’s words that draw us to the Land, the Place, and the People that God has chosen
to establish His name forever. What a wonderful God we serve! Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We thank You for what You have done for each one of us. We glorify You and give You Praise because
You have always kept Your promises! Lord deliver us from sin in our lives and increase our faith. Empower
us by Your Spirit to walk in Your ways and to follow Yeshua the Messiah. Help us to live spirit filled lives.
We desire to live holy and righteous lives because You have separated us as holy unto Yourself. You have
demonstrated the greatness of Your love for us in Your Son Yeshua the Messiah. Thank You Lord for send-
ing Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the covenant of peace that You have promised to Your people.
Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy
Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

sk ock sk sk sk sk oskosk ok ok ook ook oskoskosk ok ok ook sk sk sk sk sk ook ook ook sk sk sk ok ook ook sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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