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David’s Struggle with His Enemies and Our Salvation in the Lord

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 41:1-13, 27-28 22300 WK 27177 29amm 0Rn? X
:1° 3T09R° 1y 0132 David opens the Psalm saying For the director of music. A psalm of David. 41:1 How
blessed is he who considers the helpless, The Lord will deliver him in a day of trouble. (NASB) What does
it mean to consider the helpless? David says that the person who considers the helpless will be delivered.

122Wn-22 *17 WYY WYY AT T PTN W3R WIAA-YX] IR [0N)] MR W 0w | A 3
9902 P29 41:2 The Lord will protect him and keep him alive, And he shall be called blessed upon the
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earth; And do not give him over to the desire of his enemies. 41:3 The Lord will sustain him upon his sick-
bed; In his illness, You restore him to health. (NASB) The one who considers the helpless, the Hebrew text
says the poor (77) the Lord will sustain his life and even heal him when he is laying on his bed sick. David
continues saying 1% TAR) N2 *N7 %7 Y7 1R ODIR 1177 NRO0- SWO1 RO 2330 7 TR
YYD [ *2Y W9 WA 9Y T AT PIND N 190 MNP 127 03T XYW | NN R2-0X) T
29 TN B2 22 12 AN0I-WN | MIPY-uR D3 0P OT-XD 200 WK1 12 P 99792127 1Y

2RV 41:4 As for me, I said, ‘O Lord, be gracious to me; Heal my soul, for I have sinned against You.” 41:5
My enemies speak evil against me, ‘When will he die, and his name perish?’ 41:6 And when he comes to see
me, he speaks falsehood; His heart gathers wickedness to itself; When he goes outside, he tells it. 41:7 All
who hate me whisper together against me; Against me they devise my hurt, saying, 41:8 ‘A wicked thing is
poured out upon him, That when he lies down, he will not rise up again.’ 41:9 Even my close friend in whom
1 trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me. (NASB) David speaks of his enemy, that this
enemy speaks evil against him. This is interesting because the enemy that he is referring to is not that of
the philistines or of the nations but appears to be someone close to home. David asks the Lord when will
this enemy die and his name perish. Do you think it is OK to seek the death of an enemy? David concludes
saying "IX) 3 09¥ 2R ¥-X7 02 72 DXOT-2 CAYTI NNTR 20 1077 MRPUR1 MR U MM AR X
TR [ 79 DI 7YY DTN DRV TR [ 7Y N2 7 i07ivY 399 "12¥m °2 RInn uN3 41:10 But
You, O Lord, be gracious to me and raise me up, That I may repay them. 41:11 By this [ know that You are
pleased with me, Because my enemy does not shout in triumph over me. 41:12 As for me, You uphold me in
my integrity, And You set me in Your presence forever. 41:13 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, From

everlasting to everlasting. Amen and Amen. (NASB)
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This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 41:1-13, 97-28 2°3Wn "MWR 2 777 i oxin? X
S117 3T9PR? 1Y) 012 David opens the Psalm saying For the director of music. A psalm of David. 41:1 How
blessed is he who considers the helpless,; The Lord will deliver him in a day of trouble. (NASB) He opens
with the words “Ashrei Maskil” (2°3Wn >WX) meaning “blessed is the educated or learned” implying
“blessed is he who understands.” The Aramaic Targum states 01°2 77°NIAMTN7 RI°2072 19 2OWnT MW 2
ST PPATW XRMW2 41:2 Happy the man who is wise to show mercy to the humble and poor on the day

of evil; the Lord will deliver him. (EMC) using the same word “Maskil” (2°2W1) to reference the one who
i1s “wise” that shows mercy to poor. In the Hebrew text David says the one who understands considers the
poor (?7). The way this is written is by two words “el-dal” (?7-7%) where the word “el” is connected to
“dal” using a maqqef suggesting that these two words are joined together. The word “e/” is a preposition
meaning ‘‘to, toward, at, into, in direction of, onto, unto.” The use of the maqqef causes the stress to shift
from the preceding word and attend to the following word. So David is saying blessed is the one who under-

stands who is “toward,” “‘unto,” or is “in the direction of”’ the poor (?7). This is translated as the one who
considers the helpless or the poor. Studying the use of the Hebrew word “dal” in the Masoretic text we find
that this word is translated as “poor” (43x), “needy” (2x), “weak” (2x), and “lean” (1x). For example, in
2 Samuel 3:1, we read D277 2IRY N°23 PIMY 1707 M7 1T N2 121 2IRY N°2 12 799N Ann9nd am R
:0%97) 3:1 Now there was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David; and David grew
steadily stronger, but the house of Saul grew weaker continually. (NASB) “dal” is written in plural form
(D°97)), it is possible that David is referencing weakness as referring to the sick. The Apostle James in his
epistle also made a reference to those who visit the poor in the sight of God (James 1:27).
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Tehillim / Psalms 41

For the director of music. A psalm of
David. 41:1 How blessed is he who
considers the helpless; The Lord will
deliver him in a day of trouble. 41:2
The Lord will protect him and keep
him alive, And he shall be called
blessed upon the earth; And do not
give him over to the desire of his ene-
mies. 41:3 The Lord will sustain him
upon his sickbed; In his illness, You
restore him to health. 41:4 As for
me, I said, ‘O Lord, be gracious to
me; Heal my soul, for I have sinned
against You.” 41:5 My enemies
speak evil against me, ‘“When will he
die, and his name perish?’ 41:6 And
when he comes to see me, he speaks
falsehood; His heart gathers wicked-
ness to itself; When he goes outside,
he tells it. 41:7 All who hate me
whisper together against me; Against
me they devise my hurt, saying, 41:8
‘A wicked thing is poured out upon
him, That when he lies down, he will
not rise up again.” 41:9 Even my
close friend in whom I trusted, Who
ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel
against me. 41:10 But You, O Lord,
be gracious to me and raise me up,
That [ may repay them. 41:11 By this
I know that You are pleased with me,
Because my enemy does not shout in
triumph over me. 41:12 As for me,
You uphold me in my integrity, And
You set me in Your presence forever.
41:13 Blessed be the Lord, the God
of Israel, From everlasting to ever-
lasting. Amen and Amen. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 41

41 For praise; a psalm of David. 41:2
Happy the man who is wise to show
mercy to the humble and poor on the
day of evil; the Lord will deliver him.
41:3 The Lord will keep him and pre-
serve him and do well to him in the
land; and he will not hand him over
to the will of his enemies. 41:4 The
word of the Lord will aid him in his
life, and be revealed to him on the
bed of his sickness to preserve him;
you have reversed wholly his bed in
the time of his sickness and rebuke.
41:5 1 said: O Lord, have mercy on
me; heal my soul, for I have sinned
in your presence. 41:6 My enemies
will speak evil about me: “When
will he die and his name perish?”
41:7 And if he comes to welcome
me, he will speak falsehood; in his
mind he will gather iniquity to him-
self, he will go outside [and] speak.
41:8 All my enemies speak together
about me in secret, plotting ruin for
me. 41:9 He will pour out on him
the speech of an oppressor, and will
say, “This one who is sick will not
get up again.” 41:10 Even a man who
seeks my welfare, in whom 1 trust-
ed, feeding him my meal — he has
cunningly prevailed over me. 41:11
But you, O Lord, have mercy on me,
and raise me up from illness; and I
will pay them back. 41:12 By this I
know that you have favored me, that
my enemy has not prevailed over me
to cause harm. 41:13 But I, for my
blamelessness — you have sustained
me; and you made me stand in your
presence forever. 41:14 Blessed be
the name of the Lord God of Israel,
from this world to the world to come;
the righteous will say, “Amen and
amen.” (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 41

For the end, a Psalm of David. 41:1
Blessed is the man who thinks, on the
poor and needy: the Lord shall deliver
him in an evil day. 41:2 May the Lord
preserve him and keep him alive, and
bless him on the earth, and not deliv-
er him into the hands of his enemy.
41:3 May the Lord help him upon the
bed of his pain; thou hast made all
his bed in his sickness. 41:4 1 said, O
Lord, have mercy upon me; heal my
soul; for I have sinned against thee.
41:5 Mine enemies have spoken evil
against me, saying, When shall he
die, and his name perish? 41:6 And
if he came to see me, his heart spoke
vainly; he gathered iniquity to him-
self; he went forth and spoke in like
manner. 41:7 All my enemies whis-
pered against me; against me they de-
vised my hurt. 41:8 They denounced
a wicked word against me, saying,
Now that he lies, shall he not rise up
again? 41:9 For even the man of my
peace, in whom I trusted, who ate my
bread, lifted up his heel against me.
41:10 But thou, O Lord, have com-
passion upon me, and raise me up,
and I shall requite them. 41:11 By
this I know that thou hast delighted
in me, because mine enemy shall not
rejoice over me. 41:12 But thou didst
help me because of mine innocence,
and hast established me before thee
for ever. 41:13 Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel from everlasting, and to
everlasting. So be it, so be it. (LXX)

James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and wid-
ows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. (NASB, *’8pnokeio kabopd Koi apiovtog
Tapa T Oed Kol ToTpl ad €otiv, Emokéntectatl 0peavovg Kol y1pag &v T OAyel adTdv, GomTAov EaVTOV
mpeiv 4rd 10D kOopov.) David says for such a person the Lord will deliver in the day of trouble (7¥7 01°2
7YY ITWPRY). It is interesting that the Hebrew text says in the day of evil, the Lord (YHVH) will help him
to escape. This is interesting because David saying “in the day of evil” reminds us of an aphorism that goes
something like “Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” An aphorism is a “concise saying which ex-
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presses a general truth.” This particular type of aphorism appears in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew
6:34 (‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of
its own. NASB) its meaning is that one should live in the present, and not worry about tomorrow. The same
words, in Hebrew, are used to express this thought in the Rabbinic literature saying “dyya [ tzara b shaata™

(TNYW2 7I8° °7) meaning “the suffering of the (present) hour is enough for it”.(Talmud Bavli Berakhot
9b) The point is that the Lord God knows our needs and it is more important to seek His Kingdom and His
help. This is what David is saying but that he is also innocent in the sense that he has considered the poor
and has shown mercy to the helpless. Because of these things, the person who considers the helpless will
be delivered.

David continues saying 77?7 120K w932 MINN-78) YR [MERY] WX W0 WMWY | MM 3
11912 P97 22WN-22 17 WIY-0Y TV 41:2 The Lord will protect him and keep him alive, And he shall

Tt v, w

be called blessed upon the earth; And do not give him over to the desire of his enemies. 41:3 The Lord will
sustain him upon his sickbed, In his illness, You restore him to health. (NASB) It is interesting that David

says W WYY | T “The Lord will protect him and keep him alive,” the Lord will keep him (3772%?)
and make him alive (31°7°1). What is interesting is that in Parashat “Ki Tavo” (Devarim / Deuteronomy
26:1-29:8) in the opening verse of the text, Moshe warns the people saying WX VINT-?8 Riap-"2 oM
T2 DAY ARYY 7203 97 101 08 79I “When you come into the land that the Lord God has given you

as an inheritance ...” Moshe then lists the blessing that follows the one who listens and obeys (2°VAWT
0°MWwnY) God’s Word. In Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:1 the Torah states 71377 21p2 ynw/n yinw-oXk 7°m
niwy? WY 9598 saying “now it comes to be that you listen hearing the voice of the Lord God to keep

and to do ...” The phrase Y2WN YNV is translated as “diligently obey” according to the NASB. The first

word ¥V is a 3"-Y Qal noun meaning “fo hear or to listen” and YWA is written in the imperfect Qal
second person masculine singular form denoting a past action that is in progress but not completed at the
time in question. This Hebrew phrase is translated in English as “diligently obey” the Lord your God. It

is interesting that the verse says “if you listen to the voice of the Lord your God” (YRWUn Yiny-ax 1M
niwy? Y 098 717 IP2) in Hebrew, the imperfect form indicates that listening is an ongoing process

that is not yet complete. This suggests the process of listening (hearing) and obeying God’s voice is an
ongoing life long process. A parallel is drawn within the sentence on “listening or hearing the voice of the

Lord God” and “to keep” ("MW9) and “to do” (NiWY?) what God has commanded. When we think about
David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 41:2 (the Lord keeping him (3770%?) and making him alive (377°))) we
think on the Lord keeping one alive, within the context of the Torah, keeping is synonymous with listening /
hearing. The Lord hears David’s prayers because he is kind to the poor. He also hears the prayers of the one
who seeks Him, according to His ways in the Messiah Yeshua. The keeping and making alive has a direct
connection to the previous verse that David is speaking regarding the deliverance of God.

David continues saying :77 NIRQI->3 W03 1RO 2337 717 AVIR-IR 71 41:4 As for me, 1 said, ‘O
Lord, be gracious to me; Heal my soul, for I have sinned against You.” (NASB) While writing this verse,
David may have had Parashat Beshalach (Shemot / Exodus 13:17-17:16) in mind for example from Shemot
/ Exodus 15:26 and Parashat Nitzavim (Devarim / Deuteronomy 29:9-30.:20) on Devarim / Deuteronomy
29:22.

Shemot / Exodus 15:26

15:26 And He said, ‘If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the Lord your God, and do
what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, |
will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the Lord, am

your healer.” (NASB)

-92 DY YRIENT RIRD) AYYR YRy W TR T | 207 vewn ying-ox R )
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Devarim / Deuteronomy 29:22
29:22 ‘Now the generation to come, your sons who rise up after you and the foreigner who

comes from a distant land, when they see the plagues of the land and the diseases with which
the Lord has afflicted it, will say, (NASB)

-NY IR ARINT PIRD K2 WK 1217 2RI MR WK 0712 1IN ITT MR KD
12 71T AP0-WR RPOR-NY) RITT YIRT nion

In Parashat Beshalach, the Lord is the one who heals if one will “heed to the voice” of the Lord. It is in-
teresting again that in Shemot / Exodus 15:26, we read that the verse says “if you listen to the voice of the

indicate that listening is an ongoing process. In Parashat Nitzavim, we read that the plagues are brought
upon the land by reason of the people’s sins. The removal of the punishment of sin was the proof of the
forgiveness of God. David says the Lord was gracious to him, he seeks forgiveness and healing because he
has sinned and he believes the Lord is faithful to forgive him of his sins.
David goes on saying 127 927! R1¥ | NIXT? R2-0R) 7 :90% 78] D922 207 0% Y7 1K ODIR )
TR 12 I 2903037 0 07 AP IAWT | 9y N0 W 2y T 13T, Y2 K93 TN-T3R
1PV ORY DTN n? 229K 92 OAN0A-IWR | nivY-UR 03 0 :0IPY 7P01-KY 20V 41:5 My enemies speak
evil against me, ‘When will he die, and his name perish?’ 41:6 And when he comes to see me, he speaks
falsehood; His heart gathers wickedness to itself; When he goes outside, he tells it. 41:7 All who hate me
whisper together against me; Against me they devise my hurt, saying, 41:8 ‘A wicked thing is poured out
upon him, That when he lies down, he will not rise up again.’ 41:9 Even my close friend in whom I trusted,
Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me. (NASB) Who is this enemy, this close friend that was
trusted that lifted his heel against David? His prayer is that if he is faithful he will be preserved and saved
from his enemies. The Lord will preserve him, keep him alive, blessing him, etc (7ehillim / Psalms 41:2
The Lord will protect him and keep him alive, And he shall be called blessed upon the earth; And do not give
him over to the desire of his enemies. NASB) Tehillim / Psalms 41 appears to be related to the story of David
and Absalom where Absalom attempted to usurp control over the throne of David. David and his men fled
from Jerusalem and it is recorded that Absalom had stolen the hearts of the men of Israel.

2 Samuel 15:1-6

15:1 Now it came about after this that Absalom provided for himself a chariot and horses
and fifty men as runners before him. 15:2 Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the
way to the gate; and when any man had a suit to come to the king for judgment, Absalom
would call to him and say, ‘From what city are you?’And he would say, ‘Your servant is from
one of the tribes of Israel.” 15:3 Then Absalom would say to him, ‘See, your claims are good
and right, but no man listens to you on the part of the king.’ 15:4 Moreover, Absalom would
say, ‘Oh that one would appoint me judge in the land, then every man who has any suit or
cause could come to me and I would give him justice.” 15:5 And when a man came near to
prostrate himself before him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him.
15:6 In this manner Absalom dealt with all Israel who came to the king for judgment; so
Absalom stole away the hearts of the men of Israel. (NASB)

Absalom had a plan to gain favor in the eyes of the people. Absalom was claimed that he would be a su-
perior advocate before the king. David witnessed Absalom’s conspiracy and he fled as it says in 2 Samuel
15:13-15.

Copyright © 2014 MATSATI.COM Ministry 5



2 Samuel 15:13-15

15:13 Then a messenger came to David, saying, ‘The hearts of the men of Israel are with Ab-
salom.’ 15:14 David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, ‘Arise and let
us flee, for otherwise none of us will escape from Absalom. Go in haste, or he will overtake us
quickly and bring down calamity on us and strike the city with the edge of the sword.” 15:15
Then the king s servants said to the king, ‘Behold, your servants are ready to do whatever my
lord the king chooses.’ (NASB)

Then as David fled his faithful servants turned against him. Mephibosheth, whom David had provided for
after Jonathan’s death, appears to have turned against him also. Ziba, Mephibosheth’s servant met David as
he fled according to 2 Samuel 16:3-4.

2 Samuel 16:1-4
16:1 Now when David had passed a little beyond the summit, behold, Ziba the servant of Me-
phibosheth met him with a couple of saddled donkeys, and on them were two hundred loaves
of bread, a hundred clusters of raisins, a hundred summer fruits, and a jug of wine. 16:2 The
king said to Ziba, ‘Why do you have these?’ And Ziba said, ‘The donkeys are for the king's
household to ride, and the bread and summer fruit for the young men to eat, and the wine,
for whoever is faint in the wilderness to drink.” 16:3 Then the king said, ‘And where is your
master's son?’ And Ziba said to the king, ‘Behold, he is staying in Jerusalem, for he said,
‘Today the house of Israel will restore the kingdom of my father to me.”* 16:4 So the king
said to Ziba, ‘Behold, all that belongs to Mephibosheth is yours.’ And Ziba said, ‘I prostrate
myself; let me find favor in your sight, O my lord, the king!’ (NASB)

In addition to this, Simei of the house of Benjamin also cursed David and threw stones and dirt at David
while he was fleeing from Absalom.

2 Samuel 16:5-8

16:5 When King David came to Bahurim, behold, there came out from there a man of the
Sfamily of the house of Saul whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera, he came out cursing
continually as he came. 16:6 He threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David;
and all the people and all the mighty men were at his right hand and at his left. 16:7 Thus
Shimei said when he cursed, ‘Get out, get out, you man of bloodshed, and worthless fellow!
16:8 ‘The Lord has returned upon you all the bloodshed of the house of Saul, in whose place
you have reigned; and the Lord has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom.
And behold, you are taken in your own evil, for you are a man of bloodshed!” (NASB)

Ahithophel, David’s trusted advisor and friend, also turned against David and David prays that the advice
that he gives to Absalom would be turned into foolishness, according to 2 Samuel 15:31.

2 Samuel 15:31
15:31 Now someone told David, saying, ‘Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absa-
lom.’ And David said, ‘O Lord, I pray, make the counsel of Ahithophel foolishness.’ (NASB)

David’s prayer was answered and Absalom did not follow his advice. Ahithophel then saw that his counsel
was not followed, he saddled his donkey, and returned home in his city and he put his household in order and
then hanged himself and died and was buried in the tomb of his father (2 Samuel 22:17). Here, in Tehillim /
Psalms 41:9 David speaks of “mine own familiar friend.” Ahithophel who was his trusted friend, whose ad-
vice had been as the oracles of God and who ate “my bread,” he had “raised his heel” against David. This
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is reminiscent of Parashat Bereshit (Bereshit / Genesis 1:1-6:8) where we read of the adversary and the heel
and the serpent as described in Bereshit / Genesis 3:15. Studying the Psalms, David realized that the Lord
desires for man to seek His face and his presence in one’s life. This comes from the Torah perspective and
the theme that God is drawing mankind to Himself by His mercy and grace. From the very beginning we
learned in the Scriptures that God walked in the garden of Eden in the cool of the day following His creation.
The Torah states in Bereshit / Genesis 3:8 QTR R20N™1 0397 7117 132 72307 27728 7i7 2ip-n wnw» 1
37 TV Tin2 008 7IT 2190 IRWR) 3:8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the
trees of the garden. (NASB) The Lord was revealing Himself to us using human characteristics or attributes
(anthropomorphisms) by describing how Adam and Chavah (Eve) heard the sound of the Lord walking in
the garden. The Masoretic text provides in straight forward terms the description that God’s Anointed one

will come as a man and inflict a wound upon the enemy of God according Bereshit / Genesis 3:15. T2°X] 10
:2PY WA AARY WA IO RIT AV T2 TY T AURT P 912 DK | 3:15 And 1 will put enmity
Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And
you shall bruise him on the heel.’(NASB) The word Y77 is used in the Torah to refer to “seed, ” “offspring, ”
or “descendent’s.” The word ¥77 is used as a noun to refer to offspring in the sense of its use as offspring
in the promised line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Bereshit / Genesis 12:7, MR D12R-28 7I7° XY 7
VPR N7 7D 02 oW 127 DNTT PIRT-NN AR T¥717). The word Y77 is used to indicate “offspring”
in the singular form, the reference to the promised offspring is not written in the plural form in the Tanach.
In addition to this, the majority of the times the singular form of “offspring” is written it is followed by a

singular verb (see Bereshit / Genesis 3:15, 13:16, 16:10, 48:19, Bamidbar / Numbers 14:24, Isaiah 536,
61:9, Tehillim / Psalms 22:13, 25:13, 37:28, 89:37, 112:2, Mishley / Proverbs 11:21). It is also interesting

while studying the use of the word Y77 in the Aramaic translation according to Bereshit / Genesis 4:10 >
IRYIR 12 O0TR 73R IR 12 POMY PTNYT YT 07 9 P72V 7 %K) translated from the Hebrew text
STRTRI-TN V9K DORYX 7N 0T 2P DY AR MR means 4:10 He said, ‘What have you done? The voice
of your brother s blood is crying to Me from the ground. (NASB) the Aramaic translation from the Targum

Onkelos uses the word 1°¥77 as a reference to Cain’s brother, therefore, the use of the word “seed” as a des-
ignation for an individual as well as for a whole corporate body of people is well attested in the Torah. The

point is that the use of the word Y7 here in Bereshit / Genesis 3:15 references the bruising of the heel and to
a future “seed” or “descendant’ that will strike the enemy. This is the promised descendant that will come
as God’s Messiah. As a result of thee things, we find an early Torah reference to a messianic expectation of
deliverance from our enemies. Based on this verse victory will come against the enemy from the seed of the
woman and not from the seed of the man. This text in Bereshit / Genesis 3:15 lays the foundation for later
prophetic expectations of the Messiah found in the Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings. These things are
also reminiscent of the last passover meal of Yeshua and his disciples, the bread, the raising of the heel, etc.
As a result of the connection to Parashat Bereshit and David’s words, Tehillim / Psalms 41:9 is used in the
gospel of John 13:18 to refer to the one who raises his heel against the Messiah.

John 13:18
13:18 ‘I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture
may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.’ (NASB)

The Aramaic Targum states ;X227 %Y 27270 SNTIWO 12 128 NOXAINOKT MY YanT 723 X O
41:10 Even a man who seeks my welfare, in whom I trusted, feeding him my meal — he has cunningly pre-
vailed over me. (EMC) The Septuagint states 41:9 kai yap 0 dvOpwmog thg €ipryng pov €¢’ Ov fATGA O
€obiwv gptovg pov Eueydivvey €n’ €ue ntepvicudv 41:9 For even the man of my peace, in whom I trusted,
who ate my bread, lifted up his heel against me. (LXX) David regarded Ahithophel’s advice as if he spoke
from God Himself (see 2 Samuel 16:23). One can only imagine what David must have felt when his son,
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Absalom, led a rebellion with Ahithophel at his side. It is highly likely that Ahithophel is who inspired Da-
vid in the laments of a trusted friend who betrayed him which are recounted in Tehillim / Psalm 41:8-9 and
55:12-15. We are not told why Ahithophel betrayed David, but putting together some of the genealogical
records shed light on this. Ahithophel’s son was named Eliam (2 Samuel 23:34) and Eliam’s daughter was
Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:3). Bathsheba was Ahithophel’s granddaughter. In addition to this, Ahithophel’s
son, Elaim, and Bathsheba husband, Uriah, were both bodyguards to David, men who were pledged to lay
down their lives for David. So Ahithophel’s betrayal is understandable. In addition to these things, Chris-
tian interpreters often see Ahithophel as an anti-type of Judas Iscariot. Ahithophel’s betrayal of David, and
subsequent suicide are seen as anticipating Judas’ betrayal of Yeshua, and the gospel’s account of Judas
hanging himself (see Matthew 27:5). Tehillim / Psalm 41:9, seems to refer to Ahitophel, and is quoted in
John 13:18 because of the parallel of betrayal and that both men hung themselves and died.

In Tehillim / Psalms 41:5 we read David saying 41:5 My enemies speak evil against me, ‘When will
he die, and his name perish?’ (NASB) Do you think it is OK to seek the death of our enemies? Depending
upon one’s motives, praying for God’s wrath may be a legitimate cry for justice. We see the cry for justice throughout
the psalms of David for example in Tehillim / Psalms 94:1-2.

Tehillim / Psalms 94:1-2
94:1 O Lord, God of vengeance, God of vengeance, shine forth! 94:2 Rise up, O Judge of the
earth, Render recompense to the proud. (NASB)

TDORI-DY D) AW YINT VI KW 2 Y9I NP DR 1 DinRl-OR - X

Here again David asks for justice from the Lord. While the desire for God to set things right is a valid
request, Yeshua told us that we should take a different attitude toward our enemies. Granted, in desperate
times, it is possible to take this approach seeking the Lord for His salvation from a situation and to seek
justice against one’s enemies. The point is to not live in a continual state of seeking vengeance and justice.
Yeshua taught us to pray for our enemies and he did not encourage us to seek the death of our enemies (Mat-
thew 5:43-45). For his disciples, I am sure this was revolutionary on the interpretation of the Scriptures.
In the Torah (Shemot / Exodus 21:22-27 and Vayikra / Leviticus 24:18-20) we read the expression “an eye
for an eye” with the reference of compensation regarding a wrong done between two men. The expression

“an eye for an eye” or “ayin tachat ayin” (1°VY NIA 1°Y) is the expression that list situations for which fines
are imposed to compensate injury and that each and every injury must be compensated. A similar concept
from the rabbis occurs with regard to sowing and reaping on the idea of rewards and that the Lord rewards

“measure for measure” (7171 TA2 771, middah k’neged middah) even to the smallest detail. The rabbis
say that “all measures of punishment and reward taken by the Holy One blessed be He, are in accordance
to the principle of ‘measure for measure’” (Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 90a, Sota 8b, Midrash Rabba Genesis
9:11, 94:10, Exodus 1:18, 9:10, 10:6, Numbers 10:1-2, 14:6, and Song of songs 3:6, etc). The Talmud Bava
Kamma, 83b-84a explicitly discusses the nature of monetary compensation in tort cases and argues against
the reinterpretation by the Sadducees that the Torah verses refer to physical retaliation in kind, using the
argument that such an interpretation would be inapplicable to blind or eyeless offenders. Since the Torah
requires that penalties be universally applicable, the phrase cannot be interpreted in this manner but must
have a practical application, such as losing a hand or foot could be inflicted if the offender did not have
any eyes. On the other hand, personal retribution is explicitly forbidden in the Torah in Vayikra / Leviticus
19:18 (‘You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall
love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.” NASB), therefore, the idea of reciprocal justice is strictly
reserved for the social magistrate in the form of regional courts. We are told however by our Master Yeshua
the Messiah that true sons of God care about their neighbors and for their enemies as well. Praying for our
enemies however does not mean that we are to let them take advantage of us or walk all over us. There are
times when we need to take a strong stance to oppose our enemies (Matthew 21:12-13). We should also
never stop longing and working for justice, it is the Lord who takes vengeance. It is interesting to note that
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— Tehillim / Psalms 41 | & 2°%°7n 790 —
David is seeking the Lord to take vengeance and he does not take vengeance himself. This can be seen the
best in David’s dealings with King Saul when he said again and again that he would not lay his hand upon
God’s anointed one. By both word and deed, Yeshua urges us to seek the Lord in prayer on behalf of our
enemies to be reconciled before God and for salvation. The Holy Spirit empowers us to seek peace and
reconciliation when possible and to leave everything else up to the Lord. The Lord will mete out revenge in
His timing and in His way (Romans 12:17-21).
David continues saying -X? °2 °2 AYD7-"3 "AYT NXT2 27 1077 TR I0°P01 210 737 7AR) X
9% 929K Y9 41:10 But You, O Lord, be gracious to me and raise me up, That I may repay them. 41:11

By this I know that You are pleased with me, Because my enemy does not shout in triumph over me. Here we
read David seeking the Lord to be gracious so that he (David) can repay “them.” It is interesting to know

he says 2137 M7 AR “and you Lord are gracious to me,” *I0°R0) “and you establish me / raise me up,”
0732 TYYRY “and I will repay them.” Note he uses the root word D9 for peace, but he is not saying that

he will 29w “make peace” with them. He is saying that he will “repay” (22°W<<) 0%V as in “pay-
ment” or “reward.” Is David saying that he will take vengeance upon his enemy in this statement? What
kind of reward is he referring to? If the Lord is gracious to him, would this also be an example of the need
to be gracious to his enemy in a similar manner? There appears to be a principle there that is developing
with regard to the mercy of God and forgiving our enemies. Take for example the case of a victim of abuse.
Many times we are told to forgive the abuser and coupled with that many people require that the victim be
reconciled with the abuser. In the case of abuse, like in the case of David’s enemies, forgiveness does not
always conclude with reconciliation.

David concludes saying 2XTW? 72X | 717 7172 7 102197 TI97 21XM 2 0N W02 O

ARY | YaR 093V TYY D230 41:12 As for me, You uphold me in my integrity, And You set me in Your
presence forever. 41:13 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, From everlasting to everlasting. Amen and
Amen. (NASB) Inthe Apostolic Writings, when Zechariah’s son was born he was able to speak and he sung
a song of praise to the Lord and he refers to Tehillim / Psalms 41:13 in Luke 1:68.

Luke 1:68-69

1:68 ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished redemption
for His people, 1:69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David His
servant (NASB)

The phrase 2R >798 | 737° 9112 “Baruch Adonai Elohei Yisrael,” “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,”

may have been a common phrase or saying in the first century, but here in Luke 1:68-69, we read Zachariah
saying “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel” and Luke then mentions the “horn of salvation” in the house
of David God’s servant. What is the meaning of the “horn of salvation?” Studying the Torah, in Parashat
Terumah (Shemot / Exodus 25:1-27:19) we read about the construction of the altar for the Korban Sacrifice.
Shemot / Exodus 27:1-4, 72127 7277 Y127 200 DIAR WM IR DIAR Wan 220 O%Y 0am0-N8 vy X
PITR WYY 3 Ny K DY) AR 1IN g VIR0 VIW 7Y VOTVR Y] 2 :imyp nimx vy
WYY NN NY AREn 0290 2 WY 7 DY AR 192-927 ORI PRI PORI 1Y WY,
2PDINR YR DY NNy nvav vaaR nwa-9Y 27:1 ‘And you shall make the altar of acacia wood, five
cubits long and five cubits wide; the altar shall be square, and its height shall be three cubits. 27:2 ‘You
shall make its horns on its four corners, its horns shall be of one piece with it, and you shall overlay it with
bronze. 27:3 ‘You shall make its pails for removing its ashes, and its shovels and its basins and its forks
and its firepans, you shall make all its utensils of bronze. 27:4 ‘You shall make for it a grating of network of
bronze, and on the net you shall make four bronze rings at its four corners. (NASB) According to this Torah
portion, the altar is constructed with horns on its four corners. In addition to this, the rams horn is used in

the Jubilee year which is designed to set the captive / slave free. According to the Torah, Israel rested 1 day
in 7 on the Shabbat (Sabbath Day, Shemot / Exodus 20:8-11), Israel and the land rested 1 year in 7 called the
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Shabbat Year (Shemot / Exodus 23:10-11 and Vayikra / Leviticus 25:1-7), Israel and the land rested every 7
X 7 years (Vayikra / Leviticus 25:8, Daniel 9:24-27), Israel’s economy was founded upon redemption and
the Shabbat (i.e. the kinsman redeemer, see Vayikra / Leviticus 25:25-55, and the book of Ruth). If a person
did not have a wealthy and loving relative to be redeemed by, then God redeemed a person on the Year of
Jubilee. All Israelite slaves were freed, all debts were forgiven and every Israeli got their land back (i.e. they
returned to their inheritance). The year of Jubilee was to be celebrated every 49 years and the year began
on the same day as Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement, Vayikra / Leviticus 25:8-9, 16:29, and Daniel 9:24-27).
When the Ram’s horn sounded the people were freed, debts were forgiven and the people returned to their
land (Vayikra / Leviticus 25:13, 23-34, see also Isaiah 58). Therefore, in the phrase “the raising up a horn
from the house of David, ” the Messiah is being referred to as a “horn of salvation” because he is a powerful
Savior. Not only does a “Horn”” denote power, in the sense that a beast uses the horn for defense to push
his enemies down, we also understand the horn as a reference to being set free from bondage, being set free
from slavery, and the bringing of the Korban before the Lord God Almighty in the Tabernacle. In Yeshua
the Messiah, we are told He is the “horn of our salvation,” drawing into context the entirety of the Torah,
freedom, forgiveness, mercy, and Sacrifice. What a wonderful salvation we have indeed! Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We thank You for revealing to us Your Salvation in Yeshua the Messiah. We glorify You and give
You Praise because You have always kept Your promises! Truly You are worthy to be praised! Lord help us
to take these truths and apply them to our lives, in that we are to rely upon You for our salvation. Empower
us by Your Spirit to walk in Your ways and to follow Yeshua the Messiah. Help us to know Your ways in
order to live spirit filled lives. Lord, we desire to live holy and righteous lives because You have separated
us as holy unto Yourself. You have shown us how to do this by Your commandments and demonstrated this
in Your Son Yeshua the Messiah. Help us to walk and abide in Christ as the Scriptures say we are supposed
to do. Thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the salvation You have provided.
Thank you Lord for these writings so that we can grow in our faith and know who we are in the Messiah
Yeshua. Help us to grow by walking in the spirit and applying these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy
Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

skosk sk sk sk sk oskoskosk ok osk ook oskosk sk sk oskosk sk sk sk sk sk ook skoskosk sk sk sk ook sk sk sk sk ok ok ok sk

STV QWY W TR VIR 13927 1170 UNTRY 11997
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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