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Seeking the Lord to Establish Our Feet

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 40:1-17, David opens the Psalm saying, 7177 7%1n7 X
DDV IRYR 9K 0N AT NP MR 2 A For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 40:1 I waited
patiently for the Lord; And He inclined to me and heard my cry. (NASB) David says that he waited patiently
for the Lord and he listened to his cry for help. The Lord’s help resulted in the following: 1127 | >17y71 3
MY INT D727 IR IPTOR? 7900 WP VW[ 092100 T OIWR 113 0237 Y202V OpN 100 0 TRY
:77°2 40:2 He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, And He set my feet upon a
rock making my footsteps firm. 40:3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God, Many
will see and fear And will trust in the Lord. (NASB) He established David on a solid foundation, he made
his steps firm, the Septuagint states that the Lord put in order his steps. The Lord’s work in his life causes
him to say, 40.4 How blessed is the man who has made the Lord his trust, And has not turned to the proud,
nor to those who lapse into falsehood. 40:5 Many, O Lord my God, are the wonders which You have done,
And Your thoughts toward us; There is none to compare with You. If  would declare and speak of them, They
would be too numerous to count. (NASB) David says X? X0 7739 °9 0272 22318 AYO0-KX7 | Amaninar 1
:NIRY 40:6 Sacrifice and meal offering You have not desired; My ears You have opened; Burnt offering and
sin offering You have not required. (NASB) This draws a parallel to Samuel the prophet’s words in / Samuel
15:22. David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 40:6-8 are quoted in Hebrews 10:5-7. David continues saying
40:8 I delight to do Your will, O my God; Your Law is within my heart.” 40:9 I have proclaimed glad tidings
of righteousness in the great congregation; Behold, I will not restrain my lips, O Lord, You know. 40:10 [
have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart, I have spoken of Your faithfulness and Your salvation;
I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth from the great congregation. 40:11 You, O Lord,
will not withhold Your compassion from me; Your lovingkindness and Your truth will continually preserve
me. (NASB) 1t is interesting how he states that he does not hide the righteousness of God in his heart and
that he does not restrain his lips. What do you think it means to hide the righteousness of God in the heart?
He concludes saying 40:14 Let those be ashamed and humiliated together Who seek my life to destroy it;
Let those be turned back and dishonored Who delight in my hurt. 40:15 Let those be appalled because of
their shame Who say to me, ‘Aha, aha!’ 40:16 Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; Let those
who love Your salvation say continually, ‘The Lord be magnified!” 40:17 Since I am afflicted and needy, Let
the Lord be mindful of me. You are my help and my deliverer; Do not delay, O my God. (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 40

For the choir director. A Psalm of David.
40:1 I waited patiently for the Lord; And He
inclined to me and heard my cry. 40:2 He
brought me up out of the pit of destruction,
out of the miry clay, And He set my feet upon
a rock making my footsteps firm. 40:3 He
put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise
to our God; Many will see and fear And will
trust in the Lord. 40:4 How blessed is the
man who has made the Lord his trust, And
has not turned to the proud, nor to those who
lapse into falsehood. 40:5 Many, O Lord my
God, are the wonders which You have done,
And Your thoughts toward us; There is none
to compare with You. If I would declare and
speak of them, They would be too numerous
to count. 40:6 Sacrifice and meal offering
You have not desired; My ears You have
opened; Burnt offering and sin offering You
have not required. 40:7 Then I said, ‘Behold,
I come; In the scroll of the book it is written
of me. 40:8 I delight to do Your will, O my
God; Your Law is within my heart.” 40:9 I
have proclaimed glad tidings of righteousness
in the great congregation; Behold, I will not
restrain my lips, O Lord, You know. 40:10
I have not hidden Your righteousness within
my heart; I have spoken of Your faithfulness
and Your salvation; I have not concealed
Your lovingkindness and Your truth from the
great congregation. 40:11 You, O Lord, will
not withhold Your compassion from me; Your
lovingkindness and Your truth will continual-
ly preserve me. 40:12 For evils beyond num-
ber have surrounded me; My iniquities have
overtaken me, so that I am not able to see;
They are more numerous than the hairs of
my head, And my heart has failed me. 40:13
Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; Make
haste, O Lord, to help me. 40:14 Let those
be ashamed and humiliated together Who
seek my life to destroy it; Let those be turned
back and dishonored Who delight in my hurt.
40:15 Let those be appalled because of their
shame Who say to me, ‘Aha, aha!” 40:16 Let
all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You;
Let those who love Your salvation say contin-
ually, ‘The Lord be magnified!” 40:17 Since |
am afflicted and needy, Let the Lord be mind-
ful of me. You are my help and my deliverer;
Do not delay, O my God. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 40

40:1 For praise. Of David, a psalm. 40:2 I
truly hoped in the Lord, and he turned to me
and received my supplication. 40:3 And he
brought me up from the pit of turmoil, from
the mire of filth; and he set my feet on the
rock, he made my steps firm. 40:4 And he put
in my mouth a new psalm: Let there be praise
before the Lord our God, let many see and fear
and hope in the word of the Lord. 40:5 Happy
the man who made the Lord his confidence,
and did not look toward the disobedient and
those who speak falsehood. 40:6 Many are
the miracles that you have done, O Lord my
God; your wonders and favor towards us are
impossible to set out; [ will recount and speak
to you your praise; they are too great to tell.
40:7 You do not want sacrifice and offering;
you have scooped out ears for me to hear your
redemption; you have not asked for holocaust
and sin offering. 40:8 Then I said, “Behold,
I have entered into eternal life,” whenever I
occupy myself with the scroll of the book of
Torah that was written for my sake. 40:9 I de-
sire to do your will, O God; and your Torah
is contained in my deepest self. 40:10 I have
proclaimed righteousness in the great assem-
bly; behold, I will not withhold my lips; O
Lord my God, you know [this]. 40:11 I have
not concealed your righteousness in my heart,
I have uttered your truth and your redemp-
tion; I have not kept back your goodness
and faithfulness in the great assembly. 40:12
Therefore you, O Lord, do not withhold your
mercy from me; may your goodness and truth
always keep me. 40:13 For evils are strong
against me, until they are without number;
my sins have overtaken me and I cannot see;
they are more numerous than the hairs of my
head; and my thoughts have left me. 40:14
Be pleased, O Lord, to save me; O Lord,
hasten to my aid. 40:15 Those who seek to
destroy my soul will be ashamed and con-
fused together; those who desire my ruin will
turn back and be disgraced. 40:16 They will
become senseless because of their shame —
those who say to me, “We have rejoiced at
his ruin, we rejoiced at his misery.” 40:17 All
who seek you will rejoice and be glad in your
word; and those who love your redemption
will say continually, “Let the might of the
Lord be magnified.” 40:18 But I am humble
and poor, O Lord; let good be devised for me,
you are my help and salvation; O my God, do
not delay. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 40

For the end, a Psalm of David. 40:1 I wait-
ed patiently for the Lord; and he attended to
me, and hearkened to my supplication. 40:2
And he brought me up out of a pit of misery,
and from miry clay: and he set my feet on
a rock, and ordered my goings aright. 40:3
And he put a new song into my mouth, even
a hymn to our God: many shall see it, and
fear, and shall hope in the Lord. 40:4 Blessed
is the man whose hope is in the name of the
Lord, and who has not regarded vanities and
false frenzies. 40:5 O Lord my God, thou
hast multiplied thy wonderful works, and in
thy thoughts there is none who shall be lik-
ened to thee: I declared and spoke of them:
they exceeded number. 40:6 Sacrifice and
offering thou wouldest not; but a body hast
thou prepared me: whole-burnt-offering and
sacrifice for sin thou didst not require. 40:7
Then I said, Behold, I come: in the volume
of the book it is written concerning me, 40:8
I desired to do thy will, O my God, and thy
law in the midst of mine heart. 40:9 I have
preached righteousness in the great con-
gregation; lo! I will not refrain my lips; O
Lord, thou knowest my righteousness. 40:10
I have not hid thy truth within my heart, and
I have declared thy salvation; I have not hid
thy mercy and thy truth from the great con-
gregation. 40:11 But thou, Lord, remove not
thy compassion far from me; thy mercy and
thy truth have helped me continually. 40:12
For innumerable evils have encompassed
me; my transgressions have taken hold of
me, and I could not see; they are multiplied
more than the hairs of my head; and my heart
has failed me. 40:13 Be pleased, O Lord, to
deliver me; O Lord, draw nigh to help me.
40:14 Let those that seek my soul, to destroy
it, be ashamed and confounded together; let
those that wish me evil be turned backward
and put to shame. 40:15 Let those that say
to me, Aha, aha, quickly receive shame for
their reward. 40:16 Let all those that seek
thee, O Lord, exult and rejoice in thee; and
let them that love thy salvation say continu-
ally, The Lord be magnified. 40:17 But I am
poor and needy; the Lord will take care of
me; thou art my helper, and my defender, O
my God, delay not. (LXX)

In Tehillim / Psalms 40:1-17, David opens the Psalm saying, *n"1? 732 2 :79[0 177 0812 X
SNV VW 2R 02 T For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 40:1 I waited patiently for the Lord;
And He inclined to me and heard my cry. (NASB) 1t is interesting that here the word that is used to translate
“wait” is the Hebrew word “kavveh” (7192) and David repeats the word twice (072 119), the second time
with the first person singular pronominal suffix. The root verb appears to be the word “tikvah” which is
the Hebrew word for “hope, ” therefore, the word “kavveh” may also be rendered as “hope” or “in the ex-
pectation of, looking for with anticipation,” etc. David says that his hope is in the Lord and because of his
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hope, the Lord “vayet” (1) unto him and listened. “Vayet” is from the root 101 meaning “fo turn,” the
Lord turned toward David because he patiently hoped in the Lord. It is interesting that David says that he

waits on the Lord in a previous psalm, in Tehillim / Psalms 27:14 -2% 732 727 Y% P17 MIT-28 M 1
;712714 Wait for the Lord; Be strong and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the Lord. (NASB) In

Tehillim / Psalms 27:14 he couples the words to wait / hope with “chazak” (?11}) to be strong and the idea is
that one must first step out in faith, to obey God by trusting and hoping in Him. Following our obedience to

hope and to seek Him, He causes our hearts to be filled with courage to be strong (chazak, PIf]). So David
is saying in Tehillim / Psalms 27:14 to be strong and courageous and that our hope in the Lord is not a form
of weakness but a form of strengthening. Because David has placed his hope in the Lord (i.e. he patiently
waits on the Lord) the Lord turns and hears his prayer. Have you ever been told that having faith or hope in
God is a form of weakness? Know without a doubt, when we humbly hope / wait upon the Lord, He hears
our prayers.

David says that because of his hope, the Lord brought him out of the pit of destruction and placed

his feet upon a solid foundation. | *92 IR 7 WK 139 9237 ¥20-2¥ 0R21 1120 vXWR TIRY 7327 [ 1797 )
ST Y IR 00270 IR AVTORT 7900 WD VW 40:2 He brought me up out of the pit of destruction,
out of the miry clay, And He set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm. 40:3 He put a new song in
my mouth, a song of praise to our God; Many will see and fear And will trust in the Lord. (NASB) The Ar-

amaic Targum states 7 :1INOK 1PN 7307 XD HY DIPRI 7PPRY RWIVWV 10N RNWIAINK 2107 2IPORY 3

ST R N0 N20M PPATN PYOA0 AN RITIR TN QTR RNTAWIN SO0 NI N2W OR192 170
40:3 And he brought me up from the pit of turmoil, from the mire of filth; and he set my feet on the rock, he
made my steps firm. 40:4 And he put in my mouth a new psalm: Let there be praise before the Lord our God,
let many see and fear and hope in the word of the Lord. (EMC) The Septuagint states 40:2 kal aviyoyév
le €k AakKov Todoummpiog Kol amo TnAod ilvog kal Eotnoey éml TE€Tpay Tovg TOS0G LoV Kol Katnhovvey Ta
Sraprjuoré pov 40:3 kai dvéBakev gig TO GTOMO HOV QGHa KovOv Duvov T6) Oed HUdV dyovtar morlol kol
eofmobncoviat kot Exmovoty €nt kOplov 40:2 And he brought me up out of a pit of misery, and from miry
clay: and he set my feet on a rock, and ordered my goings aright. 40.:3 And he put a new song into my mouth,
even a hymn to our God.: many shall see it, and fear, and shall hope in the Lord. (LXX) It is interesting that
we read David describing “the pit of destruction,” whereas the rabbis say “the pit of turmoil and mire of
filth,” and “the pit of misery” in the Targum and the Septuagint. Ezekiel 26 describes the pit in this way:

Ezekiel 26:19-21

26:19 For thus says the Lord God, ‘When I make you a desolate city, like the cities which are
not inhabited, when I bring up the deep over you and the great waters cover you, 26.:20 then
I will bring you down with those who go down to the pit, to the people of old, and I will make
you dwell in the lower parts of the earth, like the ancient waste places, with those who go
down to the pit, so that you will not be inhabited; but I will set glory in the land of the living.
26:21 ‘I will bring terrors on you and you will be no more; though you will be sought, you
will never be found again,’ declares the Lord God. (NASB)

niPyoa Y-8 WR 0w N0 VY IR AN NP IR MR D ) w
“YIM 073 av-5% 7ia c7P-n PATIIM D 00277 297 I DIR-N PRV
YIR2 °2¥ °ADN WD XD yn? M2 C7IP-ny 07ivn niag? niATR YN Tnl
M T OX3 077 T OORYRD-K?) CwRaM AN AN Ninpa XD 00

Ezekiel describes the Lord speaking in a prophecy against Tyre saying “when I shall bring thee down with
them that descend into the pit, with the people of old time, and shall set thee in the low parts of the earth, in
places desolate of old, with them that go down to the pit, that thou be not inhabited; and I shall set glory in
the land of the living.” Who are the people of old time of dead long ago? Ezekiel 26:19 speaks of cities and
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the Lord bringing deep and great waters over the cities, is this a reference to the great flood and the wicked
generation that was destroyed by the waters of the flood? The pit of destruction and of miry clay implies that
one’s feet are sinking and stuck and unable to be moved. If you have ever gotten your foot stuck in sticky-
clay-mud, it is very difficult to remove the foot once it has sunken down. It is also next to impossible to get
your shoe out of the mud once it is lodged firmly and the only thing one can do is leave the shoe and pull
your foot out. The pit of destruction and miry clay implies that the way one walks as a man is not the Lord’s

ways. David says it is the Lord who raises up his foot and sets it upon a rock to make his steps firm (2P
MWK 1313 9237 ¥20-5Y) and therefore we are to seek the Lord to guide and directs our steps. It is interesting

that he says the Lord raises up the foot upon a rock, will establish happiness or blessing (WX 7113). The
Lord established David on a solid foundation, he made his steps firm, the Septuagint states that the Lord put
in order his steps (7Tehillim / Psalms 40:2). The apostle Peter wrote it this way, in / Peter 2:2(0 moiov yap
KAEog €l apaptavoveg Kol koAaplopevot Dmopeveite; GAL’ €l dyaBomolodvteg Kol TAGYOVTEG VTOUEVETTE,
0010 Ybp1g moapd Oed. €ig TodTO Yap €kAnOnte, O11 Kol Xpiotog Emabev vep VUV, DUV DTOMUTAVOV
VIOYpOUUOV Tva EmakoAovOnonte Toic Tyveowv avtod: For what credit is there if, when you sin and are
harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patient-
ly endure it, this finds favor with God. 2:21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps. (NASB) This illustrates that we are
to shine forth the light of the Messiah in our lives to the world and to expect suffering if we follow in the
Messiah’s footsteps. This is what it means to “count the cost” of following Christ. In Parashat Ekev, Moshe
writes contrasting the humbleness of heart, hunger, and the provision of Manna in the wilderness written
as the “bread from Heaven,” so that the people would understand that “man does not live by bread alone
but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord does a man live” (Devarim / Deuteronomy
8:3). Moshe understood the Lord God to be actively pursuing us through His Word and He is setting our
feet upon a solid rock that results in happiness and blessing. Take for example in Devarim / Deuteronomy
9:1-3, Moshe says that there are cities and nations greater and mightier than Israel in the land that they are
about to enter and possess. He reinforces what he is saying by writing: “Who can stand before the sons of
Anak?” He answers saying “Know therefore today that it is the Lord your God who is crossing over before

you as a consuming fire.” (X7 71298 WX) The Lord will subdue them before you so that you may drive them
out and destroy them quickly just as the Lord has spoken. This is written so we know that the Lord God is
always in the process of delivering His people. It is also interesting to note that in the Targum Onkelos from
Devarim / Deuteronomy 9 (0 P79 0°7127 790 D?PIIN D1AN) it is written in verse 3 2 >IN T°77R71° Y70 2
>TTRRI Y2193 PIT2IN 1IN TR I} RITY PIXY) KT ROIRTNWN 7Y T0TR 12N TN
297 0 990 the “Memra is a consuming fire.” The “Memra” (77°%) the Word of God, the creative work of
God, the agent by which God created the world, is the one who goes as a “Consuming Fire.” According to
the Torah, God humbled Israel and fed them “... with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers
know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every-
thing that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:3) These Scriptures are very
appropriately showing us today that the Lord is taking steps to set our feet upon the correct path and to save
us. It is now our part to seek the Lord to do such a thing in our lives. We also know that the Torah has been
given to us to guide, direct, and point us in the correct path, not only to direct us to Yeshua the Messiah, but
also for living right before the Lord God Almighty.

David continues saying Ni27 7 :212 *YW) 0°277-7% 7319-K2) iMv2n 717 ow-IWR 1230 WK 0
2997 XY TITRY AT PO T | PR IR 0TI ORI TR 1 IR | DWY 40:4 How blessed
is the man who has made the Lord his trust, And has not turned to the proud, nor to those who lapse into
falsehood. 40:5 Many, O Lord my God, are the wonders which You have done, And Your thoughts toward
us; There is none to compare with You. If I would declare and speak of them, They would be too numerous to

count. (NASB) 1t is interesting to note how the Hebrew text is written, David says “Ashrei Hagever” ("R
237) “How blessed is the strong man” drawing a Hebrew reader back to Parashat Noach in the Torah. It
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is interesting to note that according to the Aramaic Targum Onkelos we read the following from Parashat

Noach:

Targum Onkelos (075718 21370)

DOWNR"2 989 mbpm 299N
DX 7Y 3007 KW 12 WW T2 M1 X
12 9M 2 IR RPN RDI2) "RONTIRRYIN
177 12001 PR T7OY IR KW N2 N X201
=N KD OV MR A NANKRTIRYINRT P00 Pl
X702 TUNT 2°72 D2Y7 0T TTI KW X7 2P
TIW IOV ¥R 17 20 R W 1T
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Bereshit / Genesis 6:1-7

6:1 Now it came about, when men began to multiply on
the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, 6.2
that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were
beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever
they chose. 6:3 Then the Lord said, ‘My Spirit shall not
strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; never-
theless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.’
6:4 Heroes (strongmen) were in the land in those days
and also those the sons of the master had sexual rela-
tions with the daughters of men and took possession of
them, they being heroes (strong men) who were eter-
nally famous. 6:5 Then the Lord saw that the wicked-
ness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6:6
The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth,
and He was grieved in His heart. 6:7 The Lord said, ‘I
will blot out man whom I have created from the face of
the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to

birds of the sky, for I am sorry that I have made them.’

TV RTYI TY RPID XY DR F¥0 ORI 07 0
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This provides some insight into the meaning behind David’s choice of words regarding “Ashrei Hagever”
(7337 WR) “How blessed is the strong man.” The Aramaic Targum to the Hebrew text on Parashat No-
ach, the word 0°79377 (Nephilim) is replaced with the word X>72°} (Gibarayah) in the Aramaic translation.
Note also that the word X272} (Gibarayah) is very close to the Hebrew word 07237 (Gibborim) meaning
“mighty man” or “strong man.” The word X>72°) (Gibarayah) is repeated in the same verse in the Aramaic

translation and is translated as “heroes / strong men.” It is safe to say that X722 (Gibarayah) may be trans-
lated in the same way as “heroes / strong men” in Bereshit / Genesis 6:4. In addition to this, while studying
the Hebrew and Aramaic languages, one will notice that there is a close proximity of the Semitic languages

Hebrew and Aramaic. For example the word for “between ” 1°2 is used in the same way in both the Hebrew
and Aramaic languages. Therefore, the words X72°) (Gibarayah) and 2°7237 (Gibborim) have a Semitic

connection and the same meaning. According to the biblical narrative, the 0°9937 (Nephilim) is a name
that is given to describe men who had the extraordinary ability for making war. They were mighty warriors

and hence the reason for the Aramaic translations use of the word X72°} (Gibarayah). Note also the Ara-
maic Translation of Tehillim / Psalms 40:5 states M7 2200 *>NOK K71 P IXMT M MWT RIAT M2 17

“X21272 XNI2°7D 9911 R*12710 using the same word “hagibora” (X1237). If we consider the context of
these verses and the reason God destroyed the earth using a global flood, the reason that is given is because

of the great wickedness of mankind that was throughout all of the earth (Q7X7 MY 727193 A1 XM 7
:09°3-22 V7 P71 129 Nawnn Y0-92) YR, 6:5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great
on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. NASB) The Torah
(Bereshit / Genesis 6:4) describes the reason for the wickedness of the men in those days. Thinking on the
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topic of wicked men and war, we know from modern history that when an army would make its way through
to conquer a nation, especially an army filled with wicked/evil men, the men of war would kill and destroy
everything and would take the women of the nation they were conquering, they would rape and pillage the
land. Examples from our modern day may be found in the Muslim armies of the Sudan, they rape, mutilate,
and kill the women, of the land and especially Christian women. The wickedness of man in those days, in
the days of Noah was so great, these mighty men of war would just take whatever woman they wanted, hav-
ing their way with them, and possibly even destroying/killing the women afterwards. These verses do not
give justice to the extent of wickedness that was occurring in those days. The wickedness of that generation
was so great and the sin of the people was so extensive that the only way to redeem the land was to destroy
all life that existed on the face of the earth in those days. David says 17027 7177 QW-IWR 7237 WK “how
blessed is the man who places his trust in the Lord.” The contrast here within the Torah text suggests that
this man who is mighty and powerful is to trust in the Lord and is not to turn to the proud or falsehood, the
very thing that was occurring with the men of the earth in Parashat Noach. David says many are the won-
ders of God, His miracles are to numerous to count. The Septuagint states 40:4 poxapiog dvijp od 86TtV 10
dvopa kupiov EAmig avTod Kol oUK evEPAeyeyv gig patardtnrag Kol paviag yevdeig 40:5 molla émoincag v
KOpte 0 B0 Hov T BOLIAGLA GOV Kol TOTG SIAOYIGHOIG GOV OVK EGTLV TiG OpolwOnceTal cot dmnyyetha Kol
ELaAnca EminBvvOnoay vrep apOudy 40:4 Blessed is the man whose hope is in the name of the Lord, and
who has not regarded vanities and false frenzies. 40:5 O Lord my God, thou hast multiplied thy wonderful
works, and in thy thoughts there is none who shall be likened to thee: I declared and spoke of them: they
exceeded number. (LXX). The Aramaic Targum states 79N0° *>NOR K21 ° XM 77° W7 KI2XT MW 7
TPIPYI TNV TMIWID PR T NIR DX RNTAVT ROD°1 V30 1 1R21DTI RN V99N X°12710 N7
IRITY 11 19720 20K CINR TNNAWIN TMD RIT0Y qWOOR 107 RIMY 40:5 Happy the man who made the
Lord his confidence, and did not look toward the disobedient and those who speak falsehood. 40:6 Many are
the miracles that you have done, O Lord my God, your wonders and favor towards us are impossible to set
out; [ will recount and speak to you your praise, they are too great to tell. (EMC) The man (strong man)
who seeks the Lord God, the Lord Himself will order his ways and be blessed.

David continues saying :R7RY X7 IRVT 771V °9 0272 D038 DXON-KY | 7030 N2 1 40:6 Sacrifice
and meal offering You have not desired; My ears You have opened; Burnt offering and sin offering You have
not required. (NASB) This draws a parallel to Samuel the prophet’s words in / Samuel 15:22.

1 Samuel 15:22-23

15:22 Samuel said, ‘Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the
fat of rams. 15:23 ‘For rebellion is as the sin of divination, And insubordination is as iniq-

uity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has also rejected you
from being king.’ (NASB)

22WREY 2% N2 YW 37 71T 212 vawd oonan nivva n3rh vong DRIy MmN 20
ST FORRT I T27-NN NORR 1Y 1XDT 0’907 11X PV DOR-NNLT "D 2 107K 27N

King Saul had sinned by keeping alive the choice animals when the Lord commanded that everything be
destroyed, including the animals. Saul’s excuse was these animals would be made a sacrifice to the Lord.
Samuel responds that the Lord desires obedience rather than sacrifice. In other words, one is not to use the

sacrifice to walk in disobedience to the Lord. The Lord is looking for repentance, justice (W3%n) and righ-

teousness (7127X) over sacrifice and David realized this in Tehillim / Psalms 51:18-19, and also implicitly
in Tehillim / Psalms 40:4-5 on how blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose foot is established
by the Lord. The Psalm is verifying God’s way that our relationship with God begins with getting our heart
right by seeking the Lord and His ways and for His help to order our ways and our steps (placing our feet
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upon a solid rock).
Studying the apostolic Writings, David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 40:6-8 are quoted in Hebrews
10:5-7.

Hebrews 10:1-10

10:1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form
of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make
perfect those who draw near. 10:2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, be-
cause the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness
of sins? 10:3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. 10:4 For it
is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 10:5 Therefore, when He
comes into the world, He says, ‘Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, But a body You
have prepared for Me; 10:6 In whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have taken no
pleasure. 10:7 ‘Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (In the scroll of the book it is written of
Me) To do Your will, O God.’* 10:8 After saying above, ‘Sacrifices and offerings and whole
burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have not desired, nor have You taken pleasure in
them (which are offered according to the Law), 10:9 then He said, ‘Behold, I have come to
do Your will.” He takes away the first in order to establish the second. 10:10 By this will we
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. (NASB)

Zkiav yop Exov 0 VOUOC TOV HEALOVT®OV Ayaf@dv, 00K oOTHV TNV §IKOVL TOV TPAYLATOV,
KT’ EVianToV Taig avToic Buciong ¢ TposPEPOVOY €iC TO dMVEKES OVOEMOTE OVVATOL TOVG
TPOCEPYOUEVOVG TEAEIDOOL: 2€MEl OVDK OV EMANCAVTO TPOCPEPOUEVOL, OO TO UNdEioV
Eyev €11 cuveidnow apopTI®V TOOG Aatpevovtog Gmaé kekabopiopuévoug; aAN’ év avTaig
Avapvnolg auopTidv kot &viowtdv, ‘addvatov yap oipa Tavpev Koi Tplymv Aeaipelv
apoptiog. *Awo gioepyopevog gig TOv Koopov Aéyel, Ouoiav Kol Tpocsopdy ovk N0EANGAG,
odpa 8¢ kommpticn pot: ‘GLokevTOUOTH Kol TEPL GuapTiog ovk £ddokNcac. 7ToTe €OV,
Toov fikw, &v kKepaAiol Pipriov yéypamtar mepi uod, 1o mofjoal, 0 0e0g, 10 BEANUA cov.
Savidtepov Aéywv Ot Ouoiog Kol TPooEopis Kol OAOKAVTOUUTH Koi TEPL Auoptiog ovK
NOéANcac ovdE evdOKNCOC, aitveg Katd VOUOV Tpooeipovial, *tote gipnkev, 1600 fikw®
70D morfjoar O BEANNA Gov. dvalpel TO TpdToV Tva TO devtepov oTrom: Yév @ OeljuoTt
Nywopévol EGUeEV dd THS TPOoPopas Tod capatog Incod Xpiotod epamas.

In the book of Hebrews, the author states that the blood of bulls and of goats never fully removed (take
away) the sin of the person. If this is the case, then why did the Lord require a person to bring the offerings
of bulls and goats again and again to the Tabernacle? What was the purpose of the sacrifices if it did not
take away sin? The reason is for “obedience” to God’s Word. Both David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms
40:4-5 and 1 Samuel 15:22 state that the Lord delights in obedience rather than sacrifice. The Lord desires
for us to be obedient to His Word. With this understanding on the blood of bulls and goats not removing sin
from a person, is there something about the Temple (Tabernacle) sacrifice that we do not understand today
regarding the reason for bringing the sacrifice before the Lord for sin and guilt? What about the time of the
Millennial Kingdom, or when the Third Temple is built in Jerusalem and the daily sacrifice is reinstated,
how will that affect our lives as believers in Yeshua the Messiah? In Acts 21, the Apostle Paul took the vow
of the nazarite. Note what is required when one completes the vow of a nazarite according to Bamidbar /
Numbers 6:13-21.

Bamidbar / Numbers 6:13-21

6:13 ‘Now this is the law of the Nazirite when the days of his separation are fulfilled, he shall
bring the offering to the doorway of the tent of meeting. 6:14 ‘He shall present his offering
to the Lord: one male lamb a year old without defect for a burnt offering and one ewe-lamb
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a year old without defect for a sin offering and one ram without defect for a peace offering,

6:15 and a basket of unleavened cakes of fine flour mixed with oil and unleavened wafers
spread with oil, along with their grain offering and their drink offering. 6:16 ‘Then the priest
shall present them before the Lord and shall offer his sin offering and his burnt offering.

6:17 ‘He shall also offer the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings to the Lord, together with

the basket of unleavened cakes, the priest shall likewise offer its grain offering and its drink
offering. 6:18 ‘The Nazirite shall then shave his dedicated head of hair at the doorway of
the tent of meeting, and take the dedicated hair of his head and put it on the fire which is
under the sacrifice of peace offerings. 6:19 ‘The priest shall take the ram’s shoulder when

it has been boiled, and one unleavened cake out of the basket and one unleavened wafer,

and shall put them on the hands of the Nazirite after he has shaved his dedicated hair. 6:20
‘Then the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the Lord. It is holy for the priest,

together with the breast offered by waving and the thigh offered by lifting up, and afterward
the Nazirite may drink wine.’ 6:21 ‘This is the law of the Nazirite who vows his offering to

the Lord according to his separation, in addition to what else he can afford; according to his
vow which he takes, so he shall do according to the law of his separation.’ (NASB)

In completing the vow of a nazarite one is to bring a whole burnt offering, a sin offering, a peace offering,
and an offering of unleavened bread. When the Apostle Paul completed the vow of a nazarite, he brought
these offerings and he did these things many years after his new found faith in Yeshua the Messiah. Today
we are taught that the sacrifices at the temple were replaced by Yeshua. If this is the case, what was Paul
doing bringing these sacrifices to the Lord at the Temple? If the blood of bulls and goats did not remove sin,
then the idea of spiritual cleansing was something that was a work of God and not something that was effi-
cacious by our hands. How are the sacrifices in the Temple (Tabernacle) related to the differences between
the cleansing of the body verses the cleansing of spirit and soul? The Scriptures never tell us that man is
able to make himself spiritually clean. The purpose of the purity laws and those regarding what is clean and
unclean is to train us to separate ourselves from the world, to make a distinction between what we should
and should not be doing. We are holy because God has made us holy and thus calls us to live holy lives.
The body, even today, is in need of cleansing because of impurity, if the Temple was rebuilt in Jerusalem and
we desired to go before the Lord at the Temple in Jerusalem. How do you think that fits with who we are
in Yeshua the Messiah today? Note that the physical impurity does not prevent us from seeking the Lord in
prayer and His hearing out prayers. We have access to our Father in the Son, Yeshua the Messiah.

David continues saying 27 2732 | P78 °Aw2  ° Yn 702 90710 *Rxon a0y Mk niwy? v
ATAD-X? NN AP DA 22 TN | 0K INRTX X0 DYT 70K 73T NN N9 N9 3
DI RN TN TON " THTLKIIN-XY TV ABR 2 227 7R TR 7700 40:8 1 delight to do
Your will, O my God; Your Law is within my heart.” 40:9 I have proclaimed glad tidings of righteousness in
the great congregation; Behold, I will not restrain my lips, O Lord, You know. 40:10 I have not hidden Your
righteousness within my heart; I have spoken of Your faithfulness and Your salvation; I have not concealed
Your lovingkindness and Your truth from the great congregation. 40:11 You, O Lord, will not withhold
Your compassion from me; Your lovingkindness and Your truth will continually preserve me. (NASB) 1t is

interesting to note how David says “to do the will of God, I delight” (*R¥277 728 7377 NiWY?) and this
is paralleled to one keeping the Torah of God in his heart (°¥2 TIN2 7071N)). David does not say “heart”

(27) but uses the word Y7 meaning “bowels” or “intestines.” There are a number of words for body parts
in the Hebrew Scriptures which are used having metaphorical meanings that are quite different from the
metaphorical meanings of the same body parts in our English speaking culture. It is interesting here in the
biblical passage, the internal physical organs are given as a reference to the heart, the metaphorical location
of the center of speech and thought. Take for example the three metaphorical uses of the word for heart is
(1) the seat of emotions, (ii) being in the midst of something, and (iii) as a metaphor for self will. What is
interesting about David’s use of the internal organs is the connection to the Torah. According to the Torah,
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the organs are a very important part of the Sacrifices in the Tabernacle. Note what it says in Vayikra / Le-
viticus 3:3 regarding the internal organs, 3:3 ‘From the sacrifice of the peace offerings he shall present an
offering by fire to the LORD, the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, (NASB)

The Torah however does not use the same Hebrew word (V7)) in reference to the entrails, however, the text
describes the ‘‘fat around the entrails” making reference to the intestines of the animal sacrifice. Accord-
ing to the Scriptures, the fat is the savory portion of the animal that is burned up on the altar. Anyone who
has cooked steak or meat on a grill can imagine the crackling, popping, and smell of the fat as it went up in
smoke upon the altar. The interesting aspect is that the location of the fat upon the intestines, is in reference
to the command of God on the Sacrifice and is an important requirement for making a peace offering before
God. David cites the intestines as the location of the keeping of the Torah, the heart, or the intestines, the
central part of his body (his being). A parallel then is that our thought life is also a very important aspect
of our lives before God and the meditation of our heart might be considered an important form of sacrifice
before God. This may be the reason the rabbis speak so often on the importance of studying Torah, so our
thought life is brought in line with the Most High and we follow through with our lives accordingly. David
also states that he does not hide the righteousness of God in his heart and that he does not restrain his lips.
What do you think it means to hide the righteousness of God in the heart? What did David mean when he
said that he did not hide the righteousness of God in his heart? He says “I will sing of your righteousness in

the great assembly” (27 27722 | 7% *PT¥3) and so the point was that he would proclaim the mercy of God
to the people and not hide how the Lord has worked in his life but will share these things with the people.
Have you ever hid what the Lord has done for you? How about the sharing of your faith?

The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint say the following.

Aramaic Targum

Tehillim / Psalms 40:9-12

40:9 I desire to do your will, O God; and your Torah is contained in my deepest self. 40:10 1
have proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly, behold, I will not withhold my lips; O
Lord my God, you know [this]. 40:11 I have not concealed your righteousness in my heart, |
have uttered your truth and your redemption; I have not kept back your goodness and faith-
fulness in the great assembly. 40:12 Therefore you, O Lord, do not withhold your mercy from
me; may your goodness and truth always keep me.
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Septuagint

Tehillim / Psalms 40:8-11

40:8 1 desired to do thy will, O my God, and thy law in the midst of mine heart. 40:9 I have
preached righteousness in the great congregation; lo! I will not refrain my lips;, O Lord,
thou knowest my righteousness. 40:10 I have not hid thy truth within my heart, and I have
declared thy salvation; I have not hid thy mercy and thy truth from the great congregation.
40:11 But thou, Lord, remove not thy compassion far from me, thy mercy and thy truth have
helped me continually. (LXX)

40:8 100 motfjoat TO BEANUA Gov O Bedg pov EBoVANONYV Kol TOV VOLOV GOV &V HEG® THG
KowMog pov 40:9 edmyyeMocdunv dikalocvvny év EKkKAncig LeyaAn 1000 o ¥eiAn pov ov
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The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint state essentially the same thing, David kept the Torah in the midst

of his heart, in the deepest part of his being. Note that in Aramaic we read JN°7IX) which is used in various
ways as a reference to “the Torah,” or “so that the word written in their Torah should be fulfilled,” or as
“instruction or interpretation of Jewish law.” (Definition location: htip://call.cn.huc.edu/oneentry.php?-
lemma=229wr?%29h+N%20&cits=all, Access date: April 16, 2014) So David is stating that he has hidden
God’s instruction on the inside and that he has not withheld his lips from speaking of the mercy, salvation,
and righteousness of God.

David concludes saying W93 “W/pan 707 | 17921 W22 W0 W NIV 710 1% -8 7
| MW WY TR | IRT 0 DRRT DOWR 2RY-7Y WU T0 Ny "X 17 IINR 18 ANien?
AR 07901 Y °7 W IR 1PN W I 0PI 20K T 278 TR0 1N TWRIn-72 12
:11]?_(]3-5?5 ’3’7?{ 40:13 Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; Make haste, O Lord, to help me. 40:14 Let those
be ashamed and humiliated together Who seek my life to destroy it,; Let those be turned back and dishonored
Who delight in my hurt. 40:15 Let those be appalled because of their shame Who say to me, ‘Aha, aha!’
40:16 Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You, Let those who love Your salvation say continually,
‘The Lord be magnified!” 40:17 Since I am afflicted and needy, Let the Lord be mindful of me. You are my
help and my deliverer, Do not delay, O my God. (NASB) David seeks the Lord’s will in his prayer to deliver
him from his enemies. David wants those who are pursuing him to be ashamed and humiliated, essentially
stating that they need to realize what they are doing and what they have done and be ashamed before God.
This should lead to repentance and seeking the forgiveness of God. Throughout all of his troubles, David
continues to trust in the Lord and seek His salvation. The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint say the fol-
lowing.

Aramaic Targum

Tehillim / Psalms 40:14-18

40:14 Be pleased, O Lord, to save me; O Lord, hasten to my aid. 40:15 Those who seek to
destroy my soul will be ashamed and confused together; those who desire my ruin will turn
back and be disgraced. 40:16 They will become senseless because of their shame — those who
say to me, “We have rejoiced at his ruin, we rejoiced at his misery.” 40:17 All who seek you
will rejoice and be glad in your word; and those who love your redemption will say contin-
ually, “Let the might of the Lord be magnified.” 40:18 But [ am humble and poor, O Lord;
let good be devised for me, you are my help and salvation;, O my God, do not delay. (EMC)
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Septuagint

Tehillim / Psalms 40:13-17
40:13 Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; O Lord, draw nigh to help me. 40:14 Let those that
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seek my soul, to destroy it, be ashamed and confounded together; let those that wish me evil
be turned backward and put to shame. 40:15 Let those that say to me, Aha, aha, quickly re-
ceive shame for their reward. 40:16 Let all those that seek thee, O Lord, exult and rejoice in
thee; and let them that love thy salvation say continually, The Lord be magnified. 40:17 But
I am poor and needy; the Lord will take care of me; thou art my helper, and my defender, O
my God, delay not. (LXX)

40:13 evddknoov Kipte 100 pvoacOai pe wkople €ic t© Ponbiicai por mpooyeg 40:14
Kataioyvvleinoav kai gvipaneincav dpa ot nrodvieg v youynv pov tod &&dpat avtv
arootpageincav gig 1 dnicw kai Evrpaneincav ot 0EAovtég pot kaxd 1 40:5 kopchodwoav
mapaypfuo oiocydvy avt@dv oi Aéyovtéc por evye evye  40:16 dyoAldoovto kol
evepavieincav émi 6ol mévteg ol (NTodvTéC Ge KUPLE Kol EIMATOGOV d10 TAvTOG PLEYAALVOT®
0 K0p1og ot ayanm®dvteg TO cOTPLOV cov 40:17 &ym 3¢ TTmYdS el Kol TEVNG KOPLOG PPOVTIET
1oL Pon0AC LoV Koi VTEPAGTIGTHC LoV 6V £1 O O£6C Lov | xpoviong

It is interesting that the Aramaic Targum translates David’s words to say that those who seek his destruction
“will be ashamed” and “will be humiliated,” as compared to the unsure statement of “let them be...” David

concludes saying “but I am poor/miserable (JY) and needy/a pauper (17°28))” This is a description that he
is greatly depressed and destitute and seeking help from the Lord. Note how the Targum translates “but [

am humble (R*1Y) and deprived/needy/poor (R2W1).” The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 8:9 For
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so
that you through His poverty might become rich. (NASB) This is an interesting concept of becoming poor
or humble so as to make us rich through his poverty. How does this work? In Parashat Acharei Mot, on the
bringing of the Sacrifice to the Lord before the Tent of Meeting, we read an interesting concept in Midrash
Rabba Vayikra, Parashah 22, Part 2. In Midrash Rabbah Parashah 22, Part 1, the midrash is drawing upon
the idea of oppressing the poor, and the denial of justice and righteousness into the context of the command
of God and bringing a holy sacrifice. Midrash Rabba Vayikra, Parsha 22, Part 2 continues from Part 1
saying the following:

Midrash Rabba Vayikra, Parashah 22, Part 2

“.. The king is the Holy One blessed be He, of whom it is written, the Lord reigns, He is
clothed in majesty (Tehillim / Psalms 93:1). That makes himself servant to the field, that is, to
Zion, of which it is written, Therefore shall Zion be plowed as a field (Micah 3:12). Accord-
ingly, He that loves silver will not be satisfied with silver (Ecclesiastes 5:9). He who loves
the commandments will not have his fill of the commandments. Nor he that loves abundance,
with increase, that is to say, any one who covets and is greedy for the fulfillment of religious
acts and has not to his credit a religious act designed for future generations, what benefit
has he? There is proof that this is so. For Moshe, surely, performed every so many religious
deeds and acts of righteousness, and had ever so many good deeds to his credit, yet he per-
formed a religious deed designed for future generations, as is proved by the text, Then Moshe
separated three cities beyond the Jordan (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4.:41).”

Midrash Rabba Vayikra, Parsha 22, Part 2 introduces a few interesting a concepts speaking of a person
who “performs religious acts for future generations.” What does it mean to do/perform religious acts for
future generations? In the midrashim, the rabbis say that the purpose of performing religious acts (maaseh
ha’mitzvot) is to earn merit that can be passed on to future generations. Is this similar to what Yeshua has
done for us in becoming poor to make us rich? The Talmud Bavli Bava Metzia 8§6b explains that “whatever
Abraham did on his own, God rewarded his children directly.” This might be understood in the sense that
the blessing comes when we do what is right, living in righteousness and justice, studying God’s Word and

12 Copyright © 2014 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 40 | » 2°%°7n 790 —

passing that lifestyle on to our children (Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:5-7) verses those who do what is wrong,
living in unrighteousness, robbing and cheating people, and their children learn to do the same. This is the
whole idea of living by example so others can learn from us. Is this how 2 Corinthians §:9 is to be under-
stood or is this verse understood in some other manner? (i.e. spiritual riches?) Note how Yeshua, though
he was rich, he humbled himself and became poor. David says that 40:17 Since I am afflicted and needy,
Let the Lord be mindful of me. You are my help and my deliverer; Do not delay, O my God. (NASB) Yeshua
humbled himself, he was afflicted, and he was needy, and our Father in heaven was mindful of him. By
humbling himself, becoming poor, he laid his life down on our behalf, to live as the example, and to pay
the penalty for our sins and provided forgiveness in his blood. His becoming poor has made us rich in our
relationship with our Father in heaven. If Yeshua lived the example for how we should be living our lives,
are we to make ourselves poor in order to make someone else rich? How might we be able to do that? Is
poverty described as a reference to financial poverty only? Will our Father in heaven hear us if we humble
ourselves and become poor for the benefit of someone else? Let’s Pray!

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 40 has 4 parts. Reading through the Mi-
drash we will be looking at Part 1, 2, 3, and 4. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 40, Part
1, 2, 3, and 4.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 40, Part 1, 2, 3, and 4

Part 1

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the >N 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “For the Lead-
er. A Psalm of David. I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry
(Tehillim / Psalms 40:1-2).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “These words are to be
considered in the light of the verse And it will be said in that day, Lo, this is our God, For whom we
waited, that He might save us (Isaiah 25:9)”

« The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis go on to ex-
pand upon David’s words saying that it is not in the power of Israel to do anything but to wait upon
the Lord.

« The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 7w (mashal), the rabbis go on
to speak about how Israel is to wait upon the Lord.

* The Concluding phrase says “Hence, it is said I waited patiently for the Lord; and He listened to me,
and heard my cry. Therefore, God said, David who waited for Me him I answered.”

Part 2

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the >N 212°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “He brought me
up also out of the tumultuous pit, out of the miry clay (Tehillim / Psalms 40:3).”

» The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “But did David ever go down
into the pit or into mire?”

« The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis go on to ex-
pand upon David going down into the pit and even to Gehenna which is called the tumultuous pit.

« The Pwn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis state
that the Lord did not cause David to sink into Gehenna and He did not abandon his soul in the neth-
erworld.
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* The Concluding phrase states “Hence, it is said Many will see and fear; and thereupon they will trust
in the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 40:4). So, when Israel saw the great work which the Lord did (Shemot
/ Exodus 14:31), therefore, Moshe and the children of Israel sang this song (Shemot / Exodus 15:1).”

Part 3

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°11n77 012°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “Blessed is the
man that makes the Lovd his trust, and respects not the proud, nor those who turn aside to lies (Te-
hillim / Psalms 40:5).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “a man should not say, Be-
cause I have sinned, there is no mending me.”

+ The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis speak about a
man who places his trust in the Lord.

« The SWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?Wn (mashal), the rabbis ex-
pound upon one placing their trust in the Lord and speak on turning from pride and repentance.

* The Concluding phrase says “Such as turn aside to lies are they who incline to schemes of deceit. So
too, the Scriptures say I hate the works of them that turn aside (Tehillim / Psalms 101:3).”

Part 4

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the >N 127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “Many, O Lord
my God, are Your wonderful works which You have done, and Your thoughts which are toward us
(Tehillim / Psalms 40:6).”

* The XN1°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “Rabbi Khanina son of Papa
said, This verse refers to the wondrous works and thoughts You conceived to make Abraham choose
the yoke of kingdoms for himself...”

 The PWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis go on to ex-
pand upon David’s words speaking of Abraham receiving the yoke of the kingdom.

« The SWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?Wn (mashal), the rabbis ex-
pound upon the “yoke of the kingdom” and draw parallels to fire and ice, Gehenna, and burnt offer-
ings.

* The Concluding phrase says “Book and Torah refer to what is said of a king, When he sits upon the
throne of his kingdom he will write him a copy of this Torah in a book and it will be with him that he
may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all these statutes to do them, ect. (Devarim / Deuteron-
omy 17:18-19).”

Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°110%7 12°7) saying “For the Leader:
A Psalm of David. I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry (Tehillim /

Psalms 40:1-2).” The Homiletic Introduction (XN7°N9, Petihta) to the Midrash states “These words are to
be considered in the light of the verse And it will be said in that day, Lo, this is our God, For whom we wait-
ed, that He might save us (Isaiah 25:9)...” The rabbis continue saying “... it is not in the power of Israel to
do anything but wait for the Holy One blessed be He, to redeem them in reward for saying I waited patiently
for the Lord, as it is written The Lord is good to them that wait for Him (Lamentations 3:25), and also Return
to the Stronghold, you prisoners of hope (Zechariah 9:12).” Reading through Part 1 of the midrash, it is
interesting to study the rabbis opinion on David’s words regarding waiting patiently on the Lord. The rabbis
continue saying the following regarding waiting upon the Lord.

But perhaps you say, The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved (Jeremi-
ah 8:20); then wait for the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 27:14). Note wait for the Lord and again

wait for the Lord keep on waiting and waiting. So, though you wait and still are not saved,
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Be strong, and let your heart take courage, wait and wait again. And if you say, How long
must we wait? Long ago it was written O Israel, hope in the Lord from this time forth and
forever (Tehillim / Psalms 131:3), and also be strong, and let your heart take courage, all
you that wait for the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 31:25). If you wait, you will be saved, for it is
said they will not be ashamed that wait for Me (Isaiah 49:23), and they that for the Lord will
renew their strength (Isaiah 40:31); and also those that wait for the Lord will inherit the land
(Tehillim / Psalms 37:9). Hence, it is said I waited patiently for the Lord; and He listened
to me, and heard my cry. Therefore, God said, David who waited for Me him I answered.
(Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 1)
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What is interesting regarding the midrash and the rabbis comments is the way in which Judaism is speaking
about “Salvation.” Today, there are many interpretations that are imposed upon the Scriptures, especially
those theologies that result from comparative studies of the New Testament and the Tanach (Torah, Proph-
ets, and Writings). Occasionally, issues, difficulties, or problems arise when theologies are developed and
taught about the Apostolic Scriptures that result in apparent contradictions to the Torah, or that have an im-
pact upon the authority of God’s word. Many times this happens when theologians find themselves caught
between the Jewish Jesus, Judaism, and Christian dogma. The aspect that we want to look at is today how
believers, teachers and preachers, often try to point to a situation in which Yeshua and the disciples, and
specifically the Apostle Paul, are battling against the concept of the Jewish people attempting to “earn their
salvation.” The arguments go something like this, “Mary was met by the angel who was explaining to her
that her child was going to end the dispensation of the Law,” or “upon until the time of Jesus, the Jews had
fallen into the mindset that they had to earn their salvation. Yeshua taught against this and Paul’s primary
ministry was aimed at correcting this fallacy. Paul’s epistles are aimed at this end (particularly Romans and
Galatians) when he contrasts works verses grace through faith.” Other preachers today say “To try and be
obedient to the Law is not only futile, but contrary to the Spirit of Christ, especially since there is nothing
we could ever do to merit salvation, after all, our righteousness is as filthy rags...” and the list of questions
goes on, etc. The basic idea at the root of these statements is the belief that the Torah was given at Sinai
for the explicit purpose of “earning” or “meriting” one’s salvation. According to the Prophets (/ Samuel
15:22), and the Writings however, does this assumption hold any weight? When hearing the questions list-
ed above, many questions come to mind, (1) “Was this really what Yeshua came to do, His purpose was to
overthrow the previous way of his Father in heaven?” (i1) “Was the method of the Jewish person entering
into the Kingdom different in the ‘Old Testament’ as compared to the ‘New Testament?’” (iil) “Was the
Law (the Torah) an imperfect revelation of the Lord God Almighty?” (iv) “Was no one declared righteous
prior to the coming of the Messiah?” (v) “If there were some who were declared righteous, did this method
of righteousness need changing and why did this method of righteousness need changing?” The list could
go on and on, but I think the point is made, it may be because of the ignorance of the Torah, straw man ar-
guments have been developed which appear to hold weight simply because most people have a very weak
understanding of the Torah. Most believers have not wrestled with the Scriptures to sort out the teachings
of Yeshua the Messiah, the Apostle Paul, and the Torah as they are laid out in the Apostolic Scriptures. And
because of the reliance upon standard Christian doctrine rather than to search, study, and learn about God’s
Word, ignorance of the Torah is all the more increased, and the understanding of the Scriptures in general
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continues under a veil of mystery. Today, in Modern Christianity, the primary focus is upon “Salvation”
and nobody ever moves beyond this point in their lives. In addition to this, because of the ignorance of the
Torah, which comes not only by not knowing (having the knowledge of) the Torah, but also not living out
the commandments as they are given according to the Bible, coupled with the misunderstanding and belief
that the Judaism of the first century taught “earning salvation” by the commandments, we are appalled at
the idea that the people of the first century were attempting to earn their salvation based on obedience to
God’s Law rather than a righteousness based on the free grace of Jesus. All of these problems are the result
of (i) not having a thorough knowledge and understanding of the Torah, and (ii) not having a solid under-
standing of Judaism. As a result of this, most people have a disconnected understanding of the Bible, the
ministry of Yeshua, the teachings of the Apostles, that was deeply rooted in Jewish soil through which the
religion of the Bible grew. Here is one way of looking at the Torah. All of the mitzvot (commandments) in
the Torah, in some aspect or another, reveal the Messiah. They each reveal some essential element of His
person or character and the mitzvot are the very will and wisdom of God. The Apostolic Gospels record the
Messiah Yeshua’s words when he said in Luke 22:42 “Not My will, but Yours be done,” or in John 8:28 “I
do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me.” Yeshua also said in John
15:10, “I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.” Therefore, by Yeshua’s keeping
the mitzvot, the mitzvot (commandments) then teach us about His behavior. There is a direct relationship
between the commandments and the person of Messiah, because the commandments are a direct revelation
from God and His godliness. Yeshua said in John 14:9 “He who has seen me, has seen the Father.” and
therefore when we see or even perform a mitzvah (a command) we see a part of Yeshua the Messiah and our
Father in Heaven. This is connected to our living in righteousness, justice, mercy, love, and grace.

The rabbis of Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 1, on the Dibur Hamathil (2°11N%7 T12°7) stating “For the
Leader. A Psalm of David. I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry
(Tehillim / Psalms 40:1-2),” they provide the conclusion that patiently waiting upon the Lord is effective
for salvation. They say “... it is not in the power of Israel to do anything but wait for the Holy One bless-
ed be He, to redeem them in reward for saying I waited patiently for the Lord, as it is written The Lord is
good to them that wait for Him (Lamentations 3:25), and also Return to the Stronghold, you prisoners of
hope (Zechariah 9:12).” The midrash states that “If you wait, you will be saved, for it is said they will not
be ashamed that wait for Me (Isaiah 49:23), and they that for the Lord will renew their strength (Isaiah
40:31), and also those that wait for the Lord will inherit the land (Tehillim / Psalms 37:9). Hence, it is said
I waited patiently for the Lord; and He listened to me, and heard my cry.” The Lord is the One who brings
salvation. The idea of salvation, or being saved from their enemies, was not based upon whether or not one
had brought a sacrifice in the Tabernacle. The reality is that obedience is considered to be synonymous to
believing (having faith) in the Lord. Take for example a parable Yeshua spoke in Matthew 21:28-32.

Matthew 21:28-32

21:28 ‘But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son,
go work today in the vineyard.” 21:29 ‘And he answered, ‘I will not’; but afterward he re-
gretted it and went. 21:30 ‘The man came to the second and said the same thing; and he
answered, ‘I will sir’; but he did not go. 21:31 ‘Which of the two did the will of his father?’
They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prosti-
tutes will get into the kingdom of God before you. 21:32 ‘For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe
him,; and you, seeing this did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him. (NASB)
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In the parable, Yeshua states explicitly that “believing” is equal to “following and obeying” the Fathers
commands. This is why Paul is able to say in 2 Thessalonians 1:8 “He will punish those who do not know
God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus ... They will be punished with everlasting destruction...”
Based upon this Scripture, Yeshua’s gospel is more than simply a “belief for salvation,” obedience is also a
necessary component. Acceptance of the Gospel of Christ will push us beyond the mental exercise of belief
to obedience which is the living out of our faith. In Yeshua’s parable (see Mark 10), was the rich young man
trying to “earn” his salvation by following the commandments? When Yeshua responded to the rich man,
was He coming against the rich man’s “self-righteousness?” Was Yeshua trying to say that the Pharisees
were wrong by their faithful and obedience to the commandments of his Father? Of course not! These con-
cepts are a later interpretative phenomenon which attempt to inject a theology, which is foreign to Yeshua
and his disciples, onto the biblical narrative. The rich young ruler was faithfully and sincerely serving the
God of his forefathers and Yeshua praised him for it, while challenging him at the same time. There was
no attempt on behalf of this young man to “earn” his way into the Kingdom of God. In Midrash Tehillim
40, Part 1, the rabbis say they that “wait” for the Lord will renew their strength, they will inherit the land,
the Lord will hear their prayer, and for those who wait the Lord will save and the one who waits upon the
Lord will not be ashamed. When we wait upon the Lord, we are patiently seeking His help and we are not
actively trying to help ourselves.

Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°mnan 012°7) saying “He brought me
up also out of the tumultuous pit, out of the miry clay (Tehillim / Psalms 40:3).” The Petihta, “the homiletic
introduction” to the Midrash says “But did David ever go down into the pit or into mire?” The midrash
continues saying the following:

This is what David meant, I was already on the way that leads to Gehenna, which is called
the tumultuous pit and miry clay, but I prayed and waited for the reward of my worship, and
won it, for the Holy One blessed be He, did not suffer me to sink into Gehenna, as it is writ-
ten, You would not abandon my soul to the nether-world; neither would You suffer Your godly
one to see the pit (Tehillim / Psalms 19:16). (Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 2)
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Note how it is said that Gehenna is called the “tumultuous pit and miry clay.” In addition to this, the mid-
rash states that David prayed and waited for the reward of his worship and won it because the Lord did not
allow David to sink into Gehenna neither did he abandon his soul. Is it interesting that Judaism attributes
reward to the worship of God? Is this a biblical concept “reward as a result of worship?” A quick search
on google.com reveals that Christianity also attributes reward to the worship of God. King David and the
Psalms exemplifies the spirit of praise and worship and the Psalms records more verses of praise than any
other book of the Bible. The Scriptures also speaks of the Lord wanting praise from His people.

Tehillim / Psalms 150:1-6

150:1 Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary, Praise Him in His mighty expanse.
150:2 Praise Him for His mighty deeds,; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness.
150:3 Praise Him with trumpet sound, Praise Him with harp and lyre. 150:4 Praise Him
with timbrel and dancing, Praise Him with stringed instruments and pipe. 150:5 Praise
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Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with resounding cymbals. 150:6 Let everything that has
breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord! (NASB)

Obviously, God wants praise from His people. According to Parashat Ki Tavo (Devarim / Deuteronomy

you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and a glad heart, for the abundance of all things, (NASB) It is
interesting to note the context of Devarim / Deuteronomy 28, the Lord will cause Israel to serve her enemies
(Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:48) because they did not serve the Lord with joy and gladness of heart. When
we give praise to the Lord, we are acknowledging that it is not our own efforts that produce blessings and
prosperity, it is the Lord who has brought these things. In Parashat Ekev (Devarim / Deuteronomy 7:12-
11:25) we are told to remember the Lord for the abundance that we receive. These things come by the Lord
God Almighty and not by their own efforts. This is worded to say we are to be humble before the Lord and
realize that praise is a form of being humble before the Lord by acknowledging He is the cause of our pros-
perity. The Apostle Paul wrote to the Colossians saying 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk ye in him: 2:7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught,
abounding therein with thanksgiving.” (KJV) Paul’s words “abounding therein with thanksgiving” means
to have joy and gladness of heart and praise for our Messiah Yeshua. The midrash continues saying:

And it was not enough that He did not suffer me to go down into the pit; He also made me
know in what way I ought to walk, as it is written, You made me to know the path of life; in
Your presence is fullness of joy (Tehillim / Psalms 16:11), that is, the Garden of Eden. Hence,
David said, He brought me up also out of the tumultuous pit, as it is written He set my foot
upon a rock, He established my goings (Tehillim / Psalms 40:3); by rock is clearly meant a
very high and lofty place, as it is said He will dwell on high; his place of defense will be the
fortresses of rocks (Isaiah 33:16). Hence, David said, He set my foot upon a rock. And why
such things for me? Because of my waiting, because I waited for God, He desires neither
burnt offerings nor whole burnt offerings, nor sacrifices, only waiting. They asked David,
How do we know that God did such things for you? David replied, You know from the song
that I sing, He has put a new song in my mouth, even praise to our God (Tehillim / Psalms
40:4) (Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 2)

It is interesting that the rabbis say “He desires neither burnt offerings nor whole burnt offerings, nor sacri-
fices, only waiting.” This follows through from the previous discussion regarding the giving of the Torah;
the Torah was not given so to earn one’s way into heaven. The Torah is given to direct us to the Lord, to
walk in a manner that is acceptable and pleasing to Him, and provided a means for drawing near to Him.
How does Yeshua the Messiah fit into all of this? We have been given access to the throne of God in Yeshua
the Messiah, we are able to draw near to Him no matter where we are located on this earth. Does this fact
however exempt us from walking in God’s ways according to the Torah? The idea that the Lord does not
desire burnt offerings but only waiting on Him is a concept that is put forth throughout the Scriptures. Note
the context of / Samuel 15:22 where we read the Prophet Samuel saying that the Lord desires obedience
rather than sacrifice. Samuel is speaking of a rebellious spirit before God and this rebellious spirit is one
which does not desire to live in obedience to His Word. Samuel says that rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft
(1 Samuel 15:23).

1 Samuel 15:22-23

15:22 Samuel said, ‘Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the
fat of rams. 15:23 ‘For rebellion is as the sin of divination, And insubordination is as iniq-

uity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has also rejected you
from being king.” (NASB)
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Samuel is speaking to King Saul and paralleling rebellion with the sin of divination and insubordination to
be the same as iniquity and idolatry as a result of what he had done not listening to the word of the Lord.
The Midrash concludes saying “Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation; and let a willing spirit uphold me
(Tehillim / Psalms 91:14), shows that the Holy Spirit had been taken away from him, and God said to me, 1
now give you back your spirit. Thus, David explained a new song. Many will see and fear (Tehillim / Psalms
41:14), He who wishes to repent should look upon David, of whom it was written, behold, I have given him
for a witness to the peoples (Isaiah 55:4). Hence, it is said Many will see and fear, and thereupon they will
trust in the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 40:4). So, when Israel saw the great work which the Lord did (Shemot
/ Exodus 14:31), therefore, Moshe and the children of Israel sang this song (Shemot / Exodus 15:1).” The
midrash states (7 773 77°YW°) 1NN QAKY TV 171 29027 ,7172 o000 720N MWL 7% 9 saying “all who
want to do ‘teshuvah’observe/watch/look upon David, because it is written behold I gave as a witness to the
people.” David provides us with the example of obeying God’s Word, performing Teshuvah, and waiting
upon the Lord for help. Let’s talk a little more about Teshuvah in Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 3.

Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°11n%77 12°7) saying “Blessed is the man that
makes the Lord his trust, and respects not the proud, nor those who turn aside to lies (Tehillim / Psalms
40:5).” The entire midrash states the following:

3 37450 % P9D 295N WATn | Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 3

bR TI19 X910 T oW WK 0237 IR 3. Blessed is the man that makes the Lord his trust, and
AW MRD 07X BKR° DR A5 Swwy pramn | fespects not the proud, nor those who turn aside to lies (1e-
hillim / Psalms 40:5), a man should not say, Because I have

1"3j202 11702 oWw° RON ,n3i2N " PRONRY | . . . . .
sinned, there is no mending me. Let him rather put his trust
19 OX R ORKY MR 93P A2wn AW in the Lord, and let him repent, and the Lord will receive
XY 220w ,MI7T DR RIW? M7 22 PR | him. Nor should a man say, If I repent, 1 will be left without
077,0°212 "W AR 20 XY ,72WN2 I | pride. Rather, let pride be hateful to him, and let him abase
R RIT 1Y LN TWYR MR DN himself, and return to penitence. Such as turn aside to lies
5 5 5 5 are they who incline to schemes of deceit. So too, the Scrip-
(3 Xp @7orn) PR [°00] (2°0w) AWy tures say I hate the works of them that turn aside (1ehillim

/ Psalms 101:3).

What is interesting about Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 3 is how the rabbis are speaking of David’s words
regarding pride and those who turn aside to lies and of repentance. It is important to understand what the
biblical meaning of repentance is about and how it is related to pride, and rebellion. Let’s look at the first
century commentary on repentance from the gospel of Matthew.

Matthew 3:1-3

3:1 Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying,
3:2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 3:3 For this is the one referred to by
Isaiah the prophet when he said, ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the
way of the Lord, Make His paths straight!”* NASB ("Ev 6¢ taig nuépaig Ekeivaig mapayivetot
Todvyng 6 Portiotig knpvoowv &v rn épue ¢ Tovdaiog [kai] Aéywmv, Metavoeire,
fyyikev yap 1 Bocideia 1V ovpavdv. odtog yap oty O pndeic S1o 'Hooiov tod npogritov
Aéyovtog, Povr Bodvtog €v i) épnue, Etowdcate v 660v kupiov, £00eiog moteite Tag
tpifovg avtod.)

The Scriptures state that the purpose of John the Baptist was to prepare the way in the wilderness for re-
pentance and for the kingdom of heaven. It is stated that this is the one crying in the wilderness “Make

ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight!” Here Matthew is quoting from Isaiah 40:3, 93P 3
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APTORY 7907 12792 W2 7 977 139 12792 RIP 40:3 A voice is calling, ‘Clear the way for the Lord
in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. (NASB) 1t is interesting looking at
the Hebrew text of Isaiah, the Scriptures say “kol kore bamidbar, panu derech YHVH...” which translates
“a voice calling in the wilderness, to turn toward the path / way of the Lord...” The prophet Isaiah uses the

word “panu’ (139) which is a Piel Imperative Verb (H6437) meaning “turn toward or from or away.” This
turning toward the way of the Lord is paralleled to the making straight (17%?) the highway (-7907) in the

desert (in the Arabah, 712793) for our Lord (\9RY). (Note the Arabah is a section of the Jordan Rift Valley
running in a north-south orientation between the southern end of the Sea of Galilee (as the Jordan river val-
ley) down to the Dead Sea and continuing further south where it ends at the Gulf of Aqaba. It includes most
of the border between Israel to the west and Jordan to the east.) In Matthew, turning toward the path/way
of God is synonymous to repentance and the coming of the kingdom. According to the Apostolic Writings,
the Greek word for repentance is petdvolav (metanoian) meaning “a change of mind, as it appears to one

who repents, of a purpose he has formed or of something he has done.” Note also the following references
from Matthew 4:17, Luke 5:31-32, and Romans 2:3-5.

Matthew 4:17

4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” NASB (""Ano 101€ fip€ato 0 Incodg knpvooewv kai Aéyetv, METUVOEITE, T{yYIKEV Yap
N Paciieio TOV 0VPAVAV.)

Luke 5:31-32

5:31 And Jesus answered and said to them, ‘It is not those who are well who need a physician,
but those who are sick. 5:32 ‘I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.’
NASB (*'kai mokp10eic 6 Tncodc einev mpog ovtove, OV ypeiav Exovotv ol Hyaivovteg ionTpod
GALG ol Kok®dG EyovTec: *2ovk EMAvOa KaAéoot dikaiovng GAAL GUAPTMOAODG EIC HETAVOLAY.)

Romans 2:3-5

2:3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such
things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God? 2:4 Or do you
think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that
the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 2:5 But because of your stubbornness and
unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation
of the righteous judgment of God, NASB (*\oyi(n 6¢ todt0, ® &vOpwme O Kpivey TOVC Td
TOTA TPAGGOVTOS Kol TOI®V avTd, Tt 60 £keevén 10 kpipa 10D Beod; i tod mhovToL
TG ¥PNoTdTTOG aTODd Kal TG Avoyic kal Th¢ pakpobupiog Kata@poveic, dyvodv &t TO
xpNoTovV T0d 00D €ic peTavordy ot dyet; “katd 68 TNV OKANPOTNTO GOV Kol GUETOVONTOV
kapdiov Oncovpilelg oceavt®d OpynVv &v NUEPQ OPYTC Kol ATOKOADWE®MC SIKOOKPLGING TOD
Oeo0?,)

Notice how according to the Greek mind, the word for repent (petdvolav) means “a change of mind, as it
appears to one who repents, of a purpose he has formed or of something he has done.” According to the
Greek, the idea of repentance is merely a mental exercise that one does. The Hebrew mindset from the He-
brew Scriptures, on the other hand, speak of physically turning from sin and toward the way of the Lord God
Almighty. Think about this for a moment. Repentance from sin is not merely a mental exercise but also in-
volves a life change, going in a new direction, as Isaiah 40:3 states involving “turning toward the way of the
Lord.” Another interesting point to think about is often we hear that we are supposed to “turn our backs on
sin.” What do you think is wrong with this statement according to the Hebrew mindset? The issue is that in
the statement “We are to turn our backs on sin,” 1s that we have made the subject of the sentence “sin” and
the thing about which we are to do, the focus is upon “sin.” Can you see how significant of a problem this
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1s? The Hebrew text speaks of “repentance” (MWD, Teshuvah) from the word 21 meaning “fo return,
come back, turn” and in Isaiah 40:3 the subject of the sentence is to turn to the way of the Lord. Our focus
need to be upon the Lord and His ways, and not sin. The Midrash states “Let him rather put his trust in the
Lord, and let him repent, and the Lord will receive him. Nor should a man say, If I repent, I will be left with-
out pride. Rather, let pride be hateful to him, and let him abase himself, and return to penitence. Such as

turn aside to lies are they who incline to schemes of deceit.” (721 210N WY 717272 11702 2°W° XOR
,0°212 W IR 727 KDY ,72IWN2 I, NEY 220w 011207 DR RIWS N2 07 PR 10 OR R 2R, IR

MIaTd Awyn "INR 0°01IW O7) Repentance is the activity of trusting in the Lord that is connected to one’s
actions and regret for past wrongs. The Hebrew Scriptures and including the Rabbinic commentaries state
that repentance involves a commitment to personal change and to turn to the way of the Lord, away from
pride, lies, and deceit. Repentance is a change of mind that involves a conscious turning away from wrong
actions, attitudes and thoughts that conflict with a Godly lifestyle and the Torah commands, which in and of
itself involves an intentional turning toward and doing what the Bible says pleases God. The direction one
takes is to walk in the way of the Lord. Ezekiel 14:6 states, “Thus saith the Lord GOD, Repent, and turn
yourselves from your idols, and turn away your faces from all your abominations.” When one changes one’s
mind regarding sin, a change in behavior is to occur simultaneously. Some examples include those who
repented of their sins in the Tanach often showed outward evidence by tearing down idolatrous statues. (see
2 Kings 11:18) The rabbis speak extensively in the Rabbinic literature on the subject of repentance. The
rabbinic sources state that repentance is necessary for the existence of this world (derived from Parashat
Vayera, Bereshit / Genesis 18:1-22:24, regarding Abraham's discussion with the Lord over Sodom and
Gemorah), and that it was one of the seven provisions which God made from before the Creation (7al/mud
Bavli, tractates Pesahim 54a; Nedarim 39b; Midrash Genesis Rabbah 1). The rabbis say “The Holy One,
blessed be His name, said to Elijah, ‘Behold, the precious gift which I have bestowed on my world: though a
man sins again and again, but returns in penitence, I will receive him.’” (Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 28b)
They also say “Great is repentance: it brings healing into the world,” “it reaches to the throne of the Lord”
(Hosea 14:2,5), “it brings redemption” (Isaiah 59:20), and “it prolongs man's life” (Ezekiel 18:21, Talmud
Yoma 86a). “Repentance and works of charity are man's intercessors before God’s throne” .(Talmud Shab-
bath 32a) and it is said “sincere repentance is equivalent to the rebuilding of the Temple, the restoration
of the altar, and the offering of all the sacrifices.” (Pesiqta, ed. Buber, 25:158; Midrash Leviticus Rabbah
7, Talmud Sanhedrin 43b) Here the rabis are obviously paralleling the repentance of Israel to the Lord’s
blessing and allowing the rebuilding of the Temple and reinstating of the daily sacrifices. Can you see the
significance of repentance for believers today and the purpose is to turn towards the Lord and His ways?
Repentance is a very important activity that is essential for our faith and for salvation.

Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 4 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°1nni1 212°7) saying “Many, O Lord
my God, are Your wonderful works which You have done, and Your thoughts which are toward us (Tehillim
/ Psalms 40:6).” The Petihta, “the homiletic introduction,” to the Midrash states “Rabbi Khanina son of
Papa said, This verse refers to the wondrous works and thoughts You conceived to make Abraham choose
the yoke of kingdoms for himself...”” Similar to Midrash Tehillim 38, Part 2, we find here in Midrash Tehil-
lim 40, Part 4 the rabbis speaking of Abraham taking on the Yoke of the Kingdom. The Midrash states:

Rabbi Khanina son of Papa said, This verse refers to the wondrous works and thoughts You
conceived to make Abraham chose the yoke of kingdom for himself, toward us implying that
he did so for our sake, that we might endure in this world and also possess life in the world
to come. Rabbi Yudan and Rabbi Idi, and Rabbi Khama son of Khanina taught in the name
of a certain elder what he had said in the name of rabbi Judah, Abraham did not know that
he had to choose the yoke of the kingdom for himself. Indeed, the Holy One blessed be He,
chose the yoke of the kingdoms for Abraham, left to himself, Abraham might have chosen
Gehenna. (Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 4)

Copyright © 2014 MATSATI.COM Ministry 21



IOR NP1 DR OT2R 17 MN20w [*72] NAWAYW MAwnRY NIRDOI RDD 72 R0 M NN
QW32 RI°IT D2 KAT TR O IT1 A .RT DWW OO0 WD, AT 29w Tavaw 070 [190awa]
DX 12 9792 7372p7 RPKR ,N1PO910 IR 1Y 77200 YT 202K 70 KD L9201 AR TN JPT

[D37°3 7% 792 XIM] ,n1aona

The question is “what do the rabbis mean by Abraham chose the yoke of the kingdom for himself, toward us
implying that he did so for our sake, that we might endure in this world and also possess life in the world to
come?” What are the rabbis implying here? Are they saying the merit of Abraham is effective for getting
his descendent’s into heaven? Is that an interpretation we are applying based on a Torah/works/salvation
mentality that we have been taught? Note how the midrash states that the Lord had a part in Abraham
choosing the yoke of the kingdom because left to himself, Abraham might have chosen Gehenna (Hell).
The midrash continues with a description of Gehenna as a place containing fire, snow, and ice by which the
wicked are punished, whereas the righteous are brought into a cool place for rest and peace. The midrash
quotes from Isaiah 43:2 which states the following:

Isaiah 43:1-11
43:1 But now, thus says the Lord, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel,
‘Do not fear, for I have redeemed you, I have called you by name; you are Mine! 43:2 ‘When
you pass through the waters, I will be with you, And through the rivers, they will not overflow
you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you.
43:3 ‘For I am the Lord your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior, I have given Egypt
as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place. 43:4 ‘Since you are precious in My sight,
Since you are honored and I love you, I will give other men in your place and other peoples
in exchange for your life. 43:5 ‘Do not fear, for I am with you, I will bring your offspring
from the east, And gather you from the west. 43:6 ‘I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’
And to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring My sons from afar And My daughters from
the ends of the earth, 43:7 Everyone who is called by My name, And whom I have created
for My glory, Whom I have formed, even whom I have made.’ 43:8 Bring out the people who
are blind, even though they have eyes, And the deaf, even though they have ears. 43:9 All the
nations have gathered together So that the peoples may be assembled. Who among them can
declare this And proclaim to us the former things? Let them present their witnesses that they
may be justified, Or let them hear and say, ‘It is true.’43:10 ‘You are My witnesses, declares
the Lord, ‘And My servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and believe Me And
understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, And there will be none after
Me. 43:11 ‘I, even I, am the Lord, And there is no savior besides Me. (NASB)

Using Isaiah 43:2, the rabbis say the Lord will save Israel and the fire will not scorch His people. Note the
context of Isaiah 43, the Creator God says that He has formed us, do not fear, the flood and the fire will not
harm us, the Lord God Almighty is our Savior, we are precious in His sight, He will regather our offspring
from the north, south, east, and west. He will gather those who have eyes but cannot see, and ears but cannot
hear. All of the nations will gather together to present their witness before God and His people, the Lord God
is our Salvation and there is no other besides Him. This is a pretty awesome context to the idea of Abraham
taking on the yoke of the kingdom and his descendent’s obtaining eternal life don’t you think? The midrash
continues saying “Rabbi Berechiah taught, Abraham sat still and was silent all of that day, and the Holy
One blessed be He, asked him, How long will you sit still and be silent? Bring the melancholy to an end,
and choose the yoke of kingdoms for yourself. The Holy One blessed be He, thus brought him to a decision
in the matter, as is said In that day the Lovd made a covenant with Abram, saying (Bereshit / Genesis 15:18).
Hence, Scripture says Your wonderful works and Your thoughts which are toward us, that is, they are for the
sake of us so that we are not enslaved in Gehenna. They cannot be reckoned up in order unto You (Tehillim
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/ Psalms 40:5).” Based on the context of Isaiah 43, and this section from Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 4, it
was the covenant with Abraham that appears to be that which saves his children. If Abraham had refused to
accept the covenant promises, he and his wife would have died at an old age with no children. Remember,
Abraham’s wife Sarah had a miracle baby, in her old age she gave birth to a son. Without God’s help Sarah
would not have had a child and the entire nation of Israel would not have been born. The rabbis say it is
the Lord who brought Abraham to the decision in the matter of the covenant, to believe the promises. In
addition to this, it was not simply that the children of Israel would not have been born by Abraham refusing
to choose to believe in the Lord and in His promises. The midrash also states that it was for this reason we
are not enslaved in Gehenna (Hell). The idea is that by Abraham’s example, his faith in the midst of the im-
possible (i.e. the Lord calling him to a new unknown land, making his descendent s as vast as the stars, him
and his wife's old age and having a son, etc) he believed in the Lord. Abraham leads us by his example as
it is recorded in the Torah to live by faith and trust in the Lord. The rabbis go on to conclude and emphasize
in Midrash Tehillim 40 Part 4 saying that the Lord delights in obedience over Sacrifice saying the following

Sacrifice and grain offering You have no delight in;, my ears have You opened; burnt offering
and sin offerings You have not required (Tehillim / Psalms 40:7) is to be considered in the
light of what Scripture says elsewhere, Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? (1 Samuel 15:22). In the words, My ears have
You opened (Karita), the literal meaning of karita is clearly dug out as in the verse, If a man
will dig (vikreh) a pit (Shemot / Exodus 21:33). Then I said, Lo, I am come with the roll of a
book which is prescribed for me, yes, Your Torah is in my inner most parts (Tehillim / Psalms
40:8-10). Book and Torah refer to what is said of a king, When he sits upon the throne of his
kingdom he will write him a copy of this Torah in a book and it will be with him that he may
learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all these statutes to do them, ect. (Devarim / Deuter-
onomy 17:18-19). (Midrash Tehillim 40, Part 4)
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The point regarding Midrash Tehillim 40 is obeying, believing, and trusting in the Lord supersedes the sac-
rifice. The reason being, the Sacrifice was not given for a man to save himself from his sins as is taught so
often today within the very fabric of modern Christian Theology. This is the result of the ignorance of the
Torah, which comes not only by not knowing (having the knowledge of) the Torah, but also not living out
the commandments as they are given according to the Bible, and coupled with the idea that the Judaism of
the first century taught one may “earn salvation” by the commandments. It is important to note that some
of the rabbis teach this and others do not, rabbinic literature offers a vast array of opinion on many topics.
The interesting point, as noted earlier, is that all of the commandments in the Torah, in some aspect or anoth-
er, reveal the Messiah. Each mitzvah reveals some element of His (the Messiah’s) person or character. The
commandments are the way in which we are to repent by turning to the will and wisdom of God. Yeshua
said in John 8:28, “I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me,” and
inJohn 15:10, “I have kept My Father s commandments and abide in His love.” If we think about this, in
Yeshua’s keeping the commandments of the Father, the commandments teach us about His behavior. There
is a direct relationship between the commandments and the person of Messiah, because the commandments
are a direct revelation from God and they are a revelation of godliness. Yeshua said “He who has seen me,
has seen the Father” (John 14:9) thus when we perform a command we are seeing something of Yeshua
and of our Father in heaven. This is the very essence behind the idea of repentance and turning to the way
of the Lord (Isaiah 40:3). Because of the anti-Torah sentiment teaching today, most people have a discon-
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nected understanding of the Bible, the ministry of Yeshua, and the teachings of the Apostles, all of which
are deeply rooted in Jewish soil through which the religion of the Bible grew. The salvation, is contained
within the covenant that God has made with us. Salvation that we have today with our Father in Heaven, is
in His Messiah Yeshua our Savior and King, because this is what God has done on our behalf. With regard
to repentance and salvation, obedience is a key factor. If we listen and hear His voice, if we who are called
by His name will listen, we will believe in His Messiah (Yeshua) and our lives will be changed, we will walk
in a new direction, in newness of life, because of the thing that our Father in Heaven has done. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We thank You for the consistency in Scripture regarding Your salvation that You have for each one of
us. We glorify You and give You Praise because You have always kept Your promises! Truly You are wor-
thy to be praised! Lord help us to take these truths and apply them to our lives, in that we are to rely upon
You for our salvation. Empower us by Your Spirit to walk in Your ways and to follow Yeshua the Messiah.
Help us to know Your ways in order to live spirit filled lives. Lord, we desire to live holy and righteous
lives because You have separated us as holy unto Yourself. You have shown us how to do this by Your com-
mandments and demonstrated this in Your Son Yeshua the Messiah. Help us to walk and abide in Christ as
the Scriptures say we are supposed to do. Thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter
into the salvation You have provided. Thank you Lord for these writings so that we can grow in our faith
and know who we are in the Messiah Yeshua. Help us to grow by walking in the spirit and applying these
truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise
forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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