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The way of the Righteous in the time of evil

This week’s study is from 7ehillim / Psalms 37:1-40, David opens the Psalm speaking of the unrigh-
teous saying A Psalm of David 37:1 Do not fret because of evildoers, Be not envious toward wrongdoers.
37:2 For they will wither quickly like the grass And fade like the green herb. (NASB) David continues re-
garding the wicked saying:

* 37:9 For evildoers will be cut off, But those who wait for the Lord, they will inherit the land. 37:10 Yet a
little while and the wicked man will be no more; And you will look carefully for his place and he will not
be there. (NASB)

» 37:12 The wicked plots against the righteous And gnashes at him with his teeth. 37:13 The Lord laughs
at him, For He sees his day is coming. 37:14 The wicked have drawn the sword and bent their bow To
cast down the afflicted and the needy, To slay those who are upright in conduct. 37:15 Their sword will
enter their own heart, And their bows will be broken. (NASB)

o 37:17 For the arms of the wicked will be broken, But the Lord sustains the righteous. (NASB)

*  37:20 But the wicked will perish; And the enemies of the Lord will be like the glory of the pastures, They
vanish like smoke they vanish away. 37:21 The wicked borrows and does not pay back, But the righteous
is gracious and gives. (NASB)

* 37:32 The wicked spies upon the righteous And seeks to kill him. (NASB)

» 37:38 But transgressors will be altogether destroyed, The posterity of the wicked will be cut off. (NASB)

According to David, the wicked do not inherit the land, they stick their own hearts with their swords, they
will be broken and like the withering grass, they will be cut off. On the other hand, the righteous 7Tehillim /
Psalms 37:3 Trust in the Lord and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 37:4 Delight your-
selfin the Lord; And He will give you the desires of your heart. 37:5 Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also
in Him, and He will do it. 37:6 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light And your judgment as the
noonday. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states 37:5 Reveal to the Lord your ways, and trust in his word, and
he will act. (EMC) Trusting in the Lord, His ways, and His word is the path He wants each of us to follow.
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Tehillim / Psalms 37

A Psalm of David 37:1 Do not fret be-
cause of evildoers, Be not envious toward
wrongdoers. 37:2 For they will wither
quickly like the grass And fade like the
green herb. 37:3 Trust in the Lord and
do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate
faithfulness. 37:4 Delight yourself in the
Lord; And He will give you the desires of
your heart. 37:5 Commit your way to the
Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.
37:6 He will bring forth your righteous-
ness as the light And your judgment as the
noonday.
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Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 37

37:1 Of David. Have no desire for malefac-
tors, to be like them; and do not be jealous
of those who commit oppression, to join
with them. 37:2 Because their end will be
like plants, quickly will they wither; and
like the green grass they will fall away.
37:3 Trust in the word of the Lord and
do good; dwell in the land and be strong
in faith. 37:4 And you will delight in the
Lord, and he will give you the requests of
your heart. 37:5 Reveal to the Lord your
ways, and trust in his word, and he will act.
37:6 And your righteousness will come out
like light, and your judgment like noonday.
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Psalmoi / Psalms 37

A Psalm of David. 37:1 Fret not thyself
because of evil-doers, neither be envious
of them that do iniquity. 37:2 For they
shall soon be withered as the grass, and
shall soon fall away as the green herbs.
37:3 Hope in the Lord, and do good; and
dwell on the land, and thou shalt be fed
with the wealth of it. 37:4 Delight thyself
in the Lord; and he shall grant thee the
requests of thine heart. 37:5 Disclose thy
way to the Lord, and hope in him; and he
shall bring it to pass. 37:6 And he shall
bring forth thy righteousness as the light,
and thy judgment as the noon-day.
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37:7 Rest in the Lord and wait patiently
for Him; Do not fret because of him who
prospers in his way, Because of the man
who carries out wicked schemes. 37:8
Cease from anger and forsake wrath; Do
not fret; it leads only to evildoing. 37:9
For evildoers will be cut off, But those
who wait for the Lord, they will inherit
the land. 37:10 Yet a little while and the
wicked man will be no more; And you will
look carefully for his place and he will not
be there. 37:11 But the humble will inher-
it the land And will delight themselves in
abundant prosperity. 37:12 The wicked
plots against the righteous And gnashes at
him with his teeth. 37:13 The Lord laughs
at him, For He sees his day is coming.
37:14 The wicked have drawn the sword
and bent their bow To cast down the af-
flicted and the needy, To slay those who
are upright in conduct. 37:15 Their sword
will enter their own heart, And their bows
will be broken. 37:16 Better is the little
of the righteous Than the abundance of
many wicked. 37:17 For the arms of the
wicked will be broken, But the Lord sus-
tains the righteous. 37:18 The Lord knows
the days of the blameless, And their inher-
itance will be forever. 37:19 They will not
be ashamed in the time of evil, And in
the days of famine they will have abun-
dance. 37:20 But the wicked will perish;
And the enemies of the Lord will be like
the glory of the pastures, They vanish
like smoke they vanish away. 37:21 The
wicked borrows and does not pay back,
But the righteous is gracious and gives.
37:22 For those blessed by Him will in-
herit the land, But those cursed by Him
will be cut off. 37:23 The steps of a man
are established by the Lord, And He de-
lights in his way. 37:24 When he falls, he
will not be hurled headlong, Because the
Lord is the One who holds his hand. 37:25
I have been young and now I am old, Yet
I have not seen the righteous forsaken Or
his descendants begging bread. 37:26 All
day long he is gracious and lends, And his
descendants are a blessing. 37:27 Depart
from evil and do good, So you will abide
forever. (NASB)

37:7 Be quiet in the presence of the
Lord and wait for him; do not desire the
wicked man who prospers his way, the
man who follows the counsel of sinners.
37:8 Wait without anger and forsake
wrath; do not long indeed to do evil. 37:9
For those who do evil will be destroyed;
but those who hope in the word of the
Lord — they will inherit the land. 37:10
And yet a little while, and there is no
wicked man; you will look carefully at
his place, and he is not. 37:11 But the
humble will inherit the land; and they
will delight in the plenitude of peace.
37:12 The wicked man plots harm
against the righteous man, and grinds his
teeth against him. 37:13 The Lord will
laugh at him, for he has seen, for the day
of his ruin has come. 37:14 The wicked
have drawn the sword and bent their
bows to kill the humble and lowly, to
slaughter the upright of way. 37:15 Their
blade will enter their [own] heart, and
their bows will break. 37:16 Better in the
presence of the Lord is the smallness of
the righteous man than the multitude of
many wicked men. 37:17 For the arms of
the wicked will be broken, but the word
of the Lord supports the righteous. 37:18
The days of the blameless are known in
the Lord’s presence, and their inheritance
will last forever. 37:19 They will not be
ashamed in the time of evil, and in the
days of famine they are satisfied. 37:20
For the wicked will perish, and the
enemies of the Lord are like the glory of
young sheep that at first are fattened but
finally slaughtered — likewise the wicked
will perish and be destroyed in the smoke
of Gehenna. 37:21 The wicked borrows
and does not repay; but the righteous
is compassionate, and gives. 37:22 For
those who are blessed by his word will
inherit the land; but those who are cursed
by death will be destroyed. 37:23 In
the presence of the Lord the steps of a
man are made firm, and he will favor his
ways. (EMC)

37:7 Submit thyself to the Lord, and sup-
plicate him: fret not thyself because of him
that prospers in his way, at the man that
does unlawful deeds. 37:8 cease from an-
ger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself so
as to do evil. 37:9 For evil-doers shall be
destroyed: but they that wait on the Lord,
they shall inherit the land. 37:10 And yet
a little while, and the sinner shall not be,
and thou shalt seek for his place, and shalt
not find it. 37:11 But the meek shall inher-
it the earth; and shall delight themselves
in the abundance of peace. 37:12 The
sinner will watch for the righteous, and
gnash his teeth upon him. 37:13 But the
Lord shall laugh at him: for he foresees
that his day will come. 37:14 Sinners have
drawn their swords, they have bent their
bow, to cast down the poor and needy one,
and to slay the upright in heart. 37:15 Let
their sword enter into their own heart, and
their bows be broken. 37:16 A little is bet-
ter to the righteous than abundant wealth
of sinners. 37:17 For the arms of sinners
shall be broken; but the Lord supports
the righteous. 37:18 The Lord knows the
ways of the perfect; and their inheritance
shall be for ever. 37:19 They shall not be
ashamed in an evil time; and in days of
famine they shall be satisfied. 37:20 For
the sinners shall perish; and the enemies
of the Lord at the moment of their being
honoured and exalted have utterly van-
ished like smoke. 37:21 The sinner bor-
rows, and will not pay again: but the righ-
teous has compassion, and gives. 37:22
For they that bless him shall inherit the
earth; and they that curse him shall be ut-
terly destroyed. 37:23 The steps of a man
are rightly ordered by the Lord: and he
will take pleasure in his way. 37:24 When
he falls, he shall not be ruined: for the
Lord supports his hand. 37:25 I was once
young, indeed I am now old; yet I have
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his
seed seeking bread. 37:26 He is merciful,
and lends continually; and his seed shall
be blessed. 37:27 Turn aside from evil,
and do good; and dwell for ever. (LXX)
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37:28 For the Lord loves justice And does
not forsake His godly ones; They are
preserved forever, But the descendants
of the wicked will be cut off. 37:29 The
righteous will inherit the land And dwell
in it forever. 37:30 The mouth of the
righteous utters wisdom, And his tongue
speaks justice. 37:31 The law of his God
is in his heart; His steps do not slip. 37:32
The wicked spies upon the righteous And
seeks to kill him. 37:33 The Lord will not
leave him in his hand Or let him be con-
demned when he is judged. 37:34 Wait
for the Lord and keep His way, And He
will exalt you to inherit the land; When
the wicked are cut off, you will see it.
37:35 I have seen a wicked, violent man
Spreading himself like a luxuriant tree
in its native soil. 37:36 Then he passed
away, and lo, he was no more; I sought
for him, but he could not be found. 37:37
Mark the blameless man, and behold the
upright; For the man of peace will have a
posterity. 37:38 But transgressors will be
altogether destroyed; The posterity of the
wicked will be cut off. 37:39 But the sal-
vation of the righteous is from the Lord;
He is their strength in time of trouble.
37:40 The Lord helps them and delivers
them; He delivers them from the wicked
and saves them, Because they take refuge
in Him. (NASB)

37:24 For when he falls into sickness, he
will not die, because the Lord is the helper
at his hand. 37:25 I was a boy, but have
grown old; and I have not seen the righ-
teous man abandoned or his sons seeking
bread because of want. 37:26 For all the
day he is compassionate and lends; and his
seed is for a blessing. 37:27 Turn from evil,
and practice kindness, and abide for eternal
life. Another targum: Turn from doing evil,
O righteous man, and do good; because of
this you will abide forever. 37:28 For the
Lord loves justice and will not abandon his
pious ones; they are protected forever; but
the sons of the wicked will be destroyed.
37:29 The righteous will inherit the land,
and will dwell on it forever. 37:30 The
mouth of the righteous murmurs wisdom,
and his tongue speaks justice. 37:31 The
law (nimus) of his God is in his heart; his
feet do not stumble. 37:32 The wicked man
observes the righteous man and seeks to
kill him. 37:33 The Lord will not abandon
him into his hand, and will not find him
guilty when he is judged. another targum:
When he stands in judgment. 37:34 Hope
in the word of the Lord, and keep his way,
and he will raise you up to inherit the land;
you will see the destruction of the wick-
ed. 37:35 I have seen the wicked man,
strong and mighty, like a native and leafy
tree. 37:36 And he ceased from the world,
and, behold, he is no more; and I sought
him but he was not found. 37:37 Preserve
blamelessness, and behold honesty; for the
end of [such] a son of man is peace. 37:38
But rebels will be destroyed together; the
end of the wicked is destruction. 37:39 But
the redemption of the righteous is from the
presence of the Lord, their strength in the
time of trouble. 37:40 And the Lord helped
them and saved them, he saved them from
sinners; and he will redeem them, for they
trusted in his word. (EMC)

37:28 For the Lord loves judgment, and
will not forsake his saints; they shall be
preserved for ever: the blameless shall
be avenged, but the seed of the ungodly
shall be utterly destroyed. 37:29 But the
righteous shall inherit the earth, and dwell
upon it for ever. 37:30 The mouth of the
righteous will meditate wisdom, and his
tongue will speak of judgment. 37:31 The
law of his God is in his heart; and his steps
shall not slide. 37:32 The sinner watch-
es the righteous, and seeks to slay him.
37:33 But the Lord will not leave him in
his hands, nor by any means condemn him
when he is judged. 37:34 Wait on the Lord,
and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to
inherit the land: when the wicked are de-
stroyed, thou shalt see it. 37:35 I saw the
ungodly very highly exalting himself, and
lifting himself up like the cedars of Leba-
non. 37:36 Yet I passed by, and lo! he was
not: and I sought him, but his place was
not found. 37:37 Maintain innocence, and
behold uprightness: for there is a remnant
to the peaceable man. 37:38 But the trans-
gressors shall be utterly destroyed together:
the remnants of the ungodly shall be utterly
destroyed. 37:39 But the salvation of the
righteous is of the Lord; and he is their de-
fender in the time of affliction. 37:40 And
the Lord shall help them, and deliver them:
and he shall rescue them from sinners, and
save them, because they have hoped in
him. (LXX)

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 37:1-40, David opens the Psalm speaking of the unrigh-
teous saying (77212 RYT P27 1917 7700 Y02 0D 2 7w SWYA RIpH-OR DOYIR2 MNR-OX | TIT7 X

A Psalm of David 37:1 Do not fret because of evildoers, Be not envious toward wrongdoers. 37:2 For they
will wither quickly like the grass And fade like the green herb. (NASB) In the opening verses, David uses
the immediate and specific negative particle 7, saying INA-7X and X3PA-YX meaning “do not fret” and
“do not be envious.” 1t is interesting while studying the Torah, the negative commands are written using
the particle ?X followed by the future-tense form. For example, 3XTN 9R (al tidag) means “don’t worry”
(masculine, singular). Notice here that David is speaking in a similar manner using the future tense saying
“do not fret” and “do not be envious” implying at a future time, if we see the wicked prospering, do not be
envious of them, or if the enemy comes do not be afraid. David says the reason to not be afraid, or envious
is because they like the grass of the field will fade or wither. We also know that the foundation of a righteous
life, according to the rabbis and the Scriptures is the study of Torah, and this is taken from David’s words
in Tehillim / Psalms 1 speaking of the righteous man whose delight is in the Torah of God, such a righteous
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man does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, stand in the path of sinners, or sit in the seat of the scornful.
In the Apostolic Writings, the apostle Paul said that no man can lay a foundation other than what God has
performed or laid. This is the foundation of Torah upon which the Messiah Yeshua has made atonement for
our sins. According to Paul (see / Corinthians 3:11-17) the work of each man will become apparent when
it is revealed or tested by fire. The work that remains is the works that were done by faith in the Lord God
Almighty and His Messiah Yeshua. The rabbis, such as the Apostle Paul, look at the Scripture from 7Zehil-
lim / Psalms 1:4 “The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind drives away” and conclude
that our works will be tested in fire. David recalls his words reiterating that the wicked are like chaff that
burn in fire and will fade in the fields and be no more (7ehillim / Psalms 37:2). The Septuagint states 37:1
100 Aowd pn| mopalniov €v movnpevopévolg unoe (niov tovg moodvtag v avopiav “be not provoked to
Jjealousy by those acting wickedly nor be jealous of the ones doing lawlessness (dvouiov, anomian)” Note

that those who work injustice (7MY << 1?1¥) are synonymous to those who work lawlessness (Gvopiav,
anomian). The Septuagint continues translating Tehillim / Psalms 37:2 saying “For as the grass quickly,
they shall be dried up, and as vegetation of tender shoots, they shall quickly fall away.” (811 ®cel xOpTOg
TayL dmonpavOnoovral kol mcel Adyava yAong toyd drnonesodvtat) These words of David (37:2 For they
will wither quickly like the grass And fade like the green herb. NASB) reminds us of Isaiah 40:1-11 and
specifically 40:5-8.

Isaiah 40:1-11

40:1 ‘Comfort, O comfort My people,’says your God. 40:2 ‘Speak kindly to Jerusalem,; And
call out to her, that her warfare has ended, That her iniquity has been removed, That she has
received of the Lord’s hand Double for all her sins.” 40:3 A voice is calling, ‘Clear the way
for the Lord in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. 40:4 ‘Let
every valley be lifted up, And every mountain and hill be made low; And let the rough ground
become a plain, And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 40:5 Then the glory of the Lord will
be revealed, And all flesh will see it together; For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’40:6 A
voice says, ‘Call out.” Then he answered, ‘What shall I call out?’ All flesh is grass, and all its
loveliness is like the flower of the field. 40:7 The grass withers, the flower fades, When the
breath of the Lord blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 40:8 The grass withers, the
flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever. 40:9 Get yourself up on a high moun-
tain, O Zion, bearer of good news, Lift up your voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good
news, Lift it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’40:10 Behold, the
Lord God will come with might, With His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with
Him And His recompense before Him. 40:11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His
arm He will gather the lambs And carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing
ewes. (NASB)
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Isaiah states in Isaiah 40:5 Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed, And all flesh will see it together; For
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the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 40:6 A voice says, ‘Call out.” Then he answered, ‘What shall I call out?’
All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 40:7 The grass withers, the flower fades,
When the breath of the Lord blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 40:8 The grass withers, the flower
fades, But the word of our God stands forever. (NASB) Isaiah says “the word of the Lord will raise up (be
the righteous in Zehillim / Psalms 37, the Lord God Almighty will sustain the righteous and we are not to
fret or fear the wicked who plot against the righteous.

In addition to this, Isaiah’s words in Isaiah 40:3 states 727Y2 3> 717> 777 139 127722 X7ip 2P 3
APTORY 1900 40:3 A voice is calling, ‘Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness; Make smooth in the
desert a highway for our God. (NASB) which are used prophetically of John the immerser (Matthew 11:9-
11) the one who was sent to prepare the way for the Messiah. The following is a short summary from the
Apostolic writings that refer to Isaiah 40:3.

Summary NT References to Isaiah 40:3

1. 3:3 “For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet, saying, ‘The voice
of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the Lord, make His
paths straight!” (Matthew 3:3).

2. 1:1 “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 1:2 As it is
written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,
who will prepare Your way, 1:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
‘Make ready the way of the Lord, make His paths straight,”” (Mark 1:1-3).

3. 11:10 ‘This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger
before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You,” (Matthew 11:10).

4. 1:23 “He [John the Baptist] said, ‘I am a voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said,’” (John
1:23).

John the Baptizer (immerser) was sent by God to prepare the way for Yeshua and the scripture from Isaiah
40:3 is used as a proof text to show John was spoken of prophetically. The references given above quote
from two sources from the Tanach: Isaiah and Malachi.

1. Isaiah 40:3, “A voice is calling, ‘Clear the way for the Lord (YHVH) in the
wilderness, make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.” (NASB)

2. Malachi 3:1, “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear
the way before Me. And the Lord [adonai], whom you seek, will suddenly
come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you de-
light, behold, He is coming,” says the Lord (YAHWH) of hosts.” (NASB)

Note that according to the Scriptures above, John was sent to prepare the way for YHVH. Isaiah 40:3 states
that John is to clear the way for YHVH. In Malachi 3:1, it is God who says that “he will clear the way be-
fore Me.” The fulfillment of these verses is found in the arrival of Yeshua the Messiah.

David continues saying in Tehillim / Psalms 37:3 ;71708 7Y 7IN-12¥ 20-7wy M2 nv2 3
TRTX IR XOXI VWYY RITY PRV A0 9277 AN-0Y D33 1727 NORYR 99-100) M=oY Avnm T
DX qVIWM 37:3 Trust in the Lord and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 37:4
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Delight yourself'in the Lord; And He will give you the desires of your heart. 37:5 Commit your way to the
Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it. 37:6 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light And your
judgment as the noonday. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint state the following:

Aramaic Targum
Tehillim / Psalms 37:3-6
37:3 Trust in the word of the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and be strong in faith. 37:4
And you will delight in the Lord, and he will give you the requests of your heart. 37:5 Reveal
to the Lord your ways, and trust in his word, and he will act. 37:6 And your righteousness
will come out like light, and your judgment like noonday. (EMC)

TN T Y P2IONM T RN PI0YI POM RYIX MW 20 TAY M7 XORa 7oA A

TNRTE TPTE KM TP PN 1S RN R OY MA0Y AR M DY o9 1 1720 vwn T
RNV AT

Septuagint
Tehillim / Psalms 37:3-6
37:3 Hope in the Lord, and do good; and dwell on the land, and thou shalt be fed with the
wealth of it. 37:4 Delight thyself in the Lord; and he shall grant thee the requests of thine
heart. 37:5 Disclose thy way to the Lord, and hope in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 37:6
And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noon-day.
(LXX)

37:3 &Ekmoov €mi KHPLOV Kal Tolel ypPNOTOTNTA Kol KOTAGKVOL THV YHV Kol mowavOnon mi
@ TAOVTE aVTHS 37:4 KaTatpvENcov ToD KVupiov Kol dMGEL GOt Td aitnpata THg Kapdiog Gov
37:5 dmokdAvyov TpOg KOPLOV TV 000V 6oV Kol EATIGOV €n” adTOV Kol avTOg Tomoet 37:6
Kol £€oloel MG MG TNV dKaocLVNV GOV Kai TO Kpipa Gov Mg peonuppiov

In the Masoretic text, David says to trust in the Lord. In the Aramaic Targum, the rabbis translate this to

mean that we are to trust in the “word (memra) of the Lord” (7177°7 X2 ¥ 17) and to “work/do good,”
meaning to do works of righteousness before the Lord and before men. Remember, studying the Aramaic
Targums and comparing to the Tanach, the “word” (memra) of the Lord takes on a very significant part of
faith according to the Targumim. For example, according to the Targum Onkelos, Jacob believes the Lord’s

Memra (7772°R) and the Memra will be his God (Bereshit / Genesis 28:20). The Lord God said I will save
them through My Memra (7772°R), Abraham was justified through the Memra (7772°%) of God, the Memra
(A7) gave Israel the Torah, Moshe prayed to the Memra (7772°%), the Memra (777°7) spoke from the
burning bush, and the Memra (7177°7) of the Lord created the World, etc. In all of these instances and more
the Memra (7772°R) is much more than simply an element of speech or writing. According to early tradi-
tions (Targum Neofiti) man was created in the image of the Memra (7772°R) of the Lord (.27, 77271 X721

17N X2 73°2171 727 7°0° 1792 9> 0T 72 1172 7°MNT2 RW1 02 N1° °»7). The Targum Pseudo-Jonathan on
Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:7 in the Masoretic text reads “What other nation is so great as to have their gods
near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him?” The Targum says “The Memra
of Lord God sits upon His throne high and lifted up ...”" The concept of “the Word” obtained from the rab-
binic translation of the Torah into Aramaic reveals profound truths that open up our understanding and the
nature of the word of God. Trusting in the “Word of the Lord” is synonymous to trusting in the Lord God
Almighty Himself, and this is what David is saying in Zehillim / Psalms 37.

Tehillim / Psalms 37:6 states :0°¥2 J0OWM ARTX IR XXM 1 37:6 He will bring forth your
righteousness as the light And your judgment as the noonday. (NASB) What does it mean that “He will
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bring forth your righteousness as the light and your judgment as the noonday?”” Throughout the Scriptures,
we find parallels between the Light and Righteousness. Here we are told that our Righteousness will be as
the Light, that can be seen. Isaiah 45:8 states 45:8 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies
pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring
up together; I the LORD have created it. (NASB) Here in Isaiah, it appears as if righteousness is paralleled
to the rain, and the earth has seed planted that will spring forth plants when the rain falls upon the earth.
The parallel is when righteousness pours down, salvation springs forth. It seems that righteousness and sal-
vation are connected. In these verses it seems that the Lord is speaking of the heart of man, the Lord plants
the seed of truth, His Word, and righteousness and salvation springs forth. Tehillim / Psalms 37:6 says that
He will bring forth our righteousness as the light. Is the Lord causing us to live righteously, something that
comes from the inside out that one can see? The Septuagint states koi £é£oicel OC EMOG TNV dKOLOGVLVIV GOV
Kol 10 kpipa cov o¢ peonuPplav “And he will bring forth as light your righteousness, and your practice
as at midday.” 1t appears that when we trust in the Lord and follow His ways, our righteous deeds will be
made apparent, our love for the Lord and for others will be brought to light to bring glory to the Lord God
Almighty.

David continues saying 177 11 :NiAM TWY WX 1377 107802 00R-oK 2 YRinnm mim? 0T v
YU XY IR T WS M AT 1) NN DY U= AR-08 man AT AN
PRV P POTR? YW ont 20 :0iPW 29-DY MIVNT) PIR-WY O KXY PR nipn-HY puianm
21 K22-99 AR-02 19-prw CTIR X 13 37:7 Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him,; Do not fret
because of him who prospers in his way, Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes. 37:8 Cease
from anger and forsake wrath,; Do not fret; it leads only to evildoing. 37:9 For evildoers will be cut off, But
those who wait for the Lord, they will inherit the land. 37:10 Yet a little while and the wicked man will be
no more; And you will look carefully for his place and he will not be there. 37:11 But the humble will inherit
the land And will delight themselves in abundant prosperity. 37:12 The wicked plots against the righteous
And gnashes at him with his teeth. 37:13 The Lord laughs at him, For He sees his day is coming. (NASB)
Note how David instructs to rest patiently for the Lord, to cease from anger and do not seek wrath against
those who do evil to you, it only leads to more evil doing. He says those who are wicked will soon be cut
off and those who wait upon the Lord will inherit the land. It appears that David is warning the righteous
with a discussion how a righteous person who is suffering at the hand of the wicked can be misled into cor-
rupted morality, seeking retribution, and false doctrines. How often does that happen today? The powerful
attractions of sinful behavior lie in the unconscious desire to satisfy physical and emotional needs. The only
true protection against the seductive pull of sin is to seek the Lord, rest and wait on Him, and the wisdom
of His ways (the Torah). The land that David mentions (Eretz Yisrael) is supposed to be the shining light to
the nations, which is the inheritance, and the dwelling place of God. In a parallel fashion, our bodies are the
temple of the Holy Spirit, and our trust and rest in the Lord cannot be superficial or quickly forgotten. We
must actively be seeking the Lord, and trusting in His Word (writing it upon our hearts) in order overcome
the challenges that we encounter in life. The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint state the following:

Aramaic Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Tehillim / Psalms 37:7-13

37:7 Be quiet in the presence of the Lord and wait for him, do not desire the wicked man who
prospers his way, the man who follows the counsel of sinners. 37:8 Wait without anger and
forsake wrath; do not long indeed to do evil. 37:9 For those who do evil will be destroyed;
but those who hope in the word of the Lord — they will inherit the land. 37:10 And yet a little
while, and there is no wicked man; you will look carefully at his place, and he is not. 37:11
But the humble will inherit the land; and they will delight in the plenitude of peace. 37:12
The wicked man plots harm against the righteous man, and grinds his teeth against him.
37:13 The Lord will laugh at him, for he has seen, for the day of his ruin has come. (EMC)
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Septuagint

Tehillim / Psalms 37:7-13

37:7 Submit thyself to the Lord, and supplicate him: fret not thyself because of him that
prospers in his way, at the man that does unlawful deeds. 37:8 cease from anger, and for-
sake wrath: fret not thyself so as to do evil. 37:9 For evil-doers shall be destroyed: but they
that wait on the Lord, they shall inherit the land. 37:10 And yet a little while, and the sinner
shall not be, and thou shalt seek for his place, and shalt not find it. 37:11 But the meek shall
inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. 37:12 The sinner
will watch for the righteous, and gnash his teeth upon him. 37:13 But the Lord shall laugh at
him: for he foresees that his day will come. (LXX)

37:7 vmotaynOL 1® kvplw kol iKETELGOV AVTOV U TOPALNAOL &V TA KATELOJSOLUEVE &V
] 60® ovtod €v AvOpOT® molodvTL Tapavouicg 37:8 madoat amd Opyhg Kol £yKaTaAme
Bopdv un mopalnrov dote movnpevestar 37:9 dti ol movnpevdpevorl EoAeBpevbncovan
o1 8¢ VoUEVOVTES TOV KVUPLOV avTol KAnpovopncovoty yijv 37:10 kai &t dAiyov kai o pn
VapEn O auoptoAdS Kol {ntmoelg Tov Tomov avtod kai ov urn ebpng 37:11 ot 8¢ mpaeig
KAnpovouncovoy yiiv kai katatpupricovcy €mi mAn0el giprivng 37:12 mapatnpriceton
0 auapTOAOS TOV dikatov Kol Ppuéet €n avTov ToLG 0d0vTag avtod 37:13 6 8¢ Kvplog
gxyerdoetal avtov Ot mpoPAémet Ot figet 1 MUéEpa o TOoD

The Aramaic Targum states 37:9 For those who do evil will be destroyed; but those who hope in the word
of the Lord — they will inherit the land. (EMC) and the Septuagint states 37:9 For evil-doers shall be de-
stroyed: but they that wait on the Lord, they shall inherit the land. (LXX) It appears that David has Parshiof]
Matot and Masei (Bamidbar / Numbers 30:2-36.13) in mind while writing this Psalm as a warning to the
righteous. In the Psalm we are talking about those who do evil and the land, in the Torah Portion we see aj
discussion on the land as well, Moshe lists how the Promised Land is to be divided (Bamidbar / Numbers|
34:13-35:15) and describes the cities of refuge to where the man-slayer may run. The murderer may flee to
the city of refuge so that he will not die before his trial. The scriptures say T°Y-7% 0317 192 MpPN-X?) 27
797 NIR-TY YIR2 DAY 23T S0opn Bamidbar / Numbers 35:31 ‘Moreover, you shall not take ransom
for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death. 35:32 ‘You shall not take
ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to live in the land before the death of
the priest. (NASB) There is no ransom available for a person who intentionally murdered another person.
If a ransom is taken for a murderer it says that this will “pollute the land” because blood pollutes the land|
and no expiation (sacrifice or atonement) is allowed for the land for the blood that is shed by it except the
blood of the one who had committed murder (Bamidbar / Numbers 35:33 “‘So you shall not pollute the land,
in which you are; for blood pollutes the land and no expiation can be made for the land for the blood thaf
is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it. 35:34 ‘You shall not defile the land in which you live,
in the midst of which I dwell; for I the Lord am dwelling in the midst of the sons of Israel.”* NASB). In
Parshiot Matot and Masei, Moshe describes how the inheritance is to pass between the sons of Israel so that]
each tribe’s inheritance remains within their respective tribe. The Lord wants to provide a sanctuary for

is people (Bamidbar / Numbers 33:55) a place of rest and peace. Note how in Parashat Masei (Bamidban
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/ Numbers 33:1-36:13) no ransom (192, atonement) can be made for the life of a murderer. The Torah re-
quirement for murder in the instruction on the kinsman redeemer and the cities of refuge, a murderer must
be put to death in order to redeem the land in which the blood of the slain person has fallen. There was no
sacrifice of atonement that can be made for the sin of premeditated murder because the land needs atoning
for the blood of the slain man. (Questions: Does this speak for or against capital punishment today? Do
these things only refer to the land of Israel and not the USA or Canada or elsewhere?) When we think on
these things, and David’s warning to the Righteous to cease from anger and to not take wrath because this
will only lead to do evil, if murder lies in our hearts because of the hatred for a brother or an enemy, how
does this affect our relationship with the Lord? Is there atonement for murderous thoughts that continue

on and on without repentance? Does hatred facilitate in the heart justice (09%1) and righteousness (7R7X)
before God and before others in love and peace? Is this the meaning of “worker of lawlessness” (Matthew
7) because what is done in the body follows through from the heart?

David continues in the Psalm to say 7i2y7 11°28) °1¥ 2°97% 0AWR ™I YW MmN [ 290 7
NN 2 T D020 DOYYWY ingn PUTE? YN 2 TV (IIN2WA onINYR) 0272 Xi2N 020 W N7
MY NP2 W-ND W MmN 077 N0 DR AN YT imm 278 1210 13729 DY
PYTE) D70 XD DY A KD 102 WY 192 002 W02 N IR TR | DOV 0D 0wy 1y e
N0 YRR YR W 19070 02 20 10N 13N 37:14 The wicked have drawn the sword and bent their
bow To cast down the afflicted and the needy, To slay those who are upright in conduct. 37:15 Their sword
will enter their own heart, And their bows will be broken. 37:16 Better is the little of the righteous Than
the abundance of many wicked. 37:17 For the arms of the wicked will be broken, But the Lord sustains the
righteous. 37:18 The Lord knows the days of the blameless, And their inheritance will be forever. 37:19 They
will not be ashamed in the time of evil, And in the days of famine they will have abundance. 37:20 But the
wicked will perish; And the enemies of the Lord will be like the glory of the pastures, They vanish like smoke
they vanish away. 37:21 The wicked borrows and does not pay back, But the righteous is gracious and gives.
37:22 For those blessed by Him will inherit the land, But those cursed by Him will be cut off. (NASB) The
Hebrew text states that the wicked “open the sword” (Q°Y¥7 N2 | 277) and their path (way) is to slaughter
the afflicted and the upright or the ones who have a “straight path” (777->7%7). Note the next verse says
7312WN oninWR) 0292 Ri2N 02770 37:15 Their sword will enter their own heart, And their bows will be
broken.(NASB) Comparing Tehillim / Psalms 37:14 and 37:15, David uses the same root word W that the
wicked (Q°¥¥7) is intent on breaking / striking the afflicted and upright (the righteous) and the Lord states
that their swords will enter their own hearts and their bows will be broken.

e T 0207 1K) 1Y 20507 anwR 10071 VY MNg [ 17 T
 :71N2WN aninRy 0272 Riap 0270 W

The unrighteous have the intent to harm and the Lord turns this back upon themselves. David says that 210
0°27 DOYYN 1inan POTX2 VYN 37:16 Better is the little of the righteous Than the abundance of many wicked.
(NASB) Mishley/ Proverbs 16:8 :03Wn 8932 NIRIAN 27 NRI¥2 V¥N-230 1 16:8 Better is a little with righ-
teousness Than great income with injustice. (NASB) Basically David is speak of and comparing the portion
of the righteous to that of the wicked. The righteous have little in this world but have great wealth in the
world to come. According to the Scriptures, there are some who have been rich such as Abraham and Lot,
Joseph of Arimathea, and even David after having become king of Israel. Generally speaking though, from
the world’s perspective, the wicked have the largest share of worldly things, and the righteous have little.
From the worlds perspective, the righteous have comparatively nothing with respect to the many riches of
the wicked. The comparison that David is making within the context of the Psalm, between a righteous man

and a wicked man, the emphasis is placed on the sense that a “righteous man's” (?>7X) “little” is better than
a “wicked mans” (YWI) “much.” What the righteous have is given from the Lord, David says 37:18 The
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Lord knows the days of the blameless, And their inheritance will be forever. 37:19 They will not be ashamed
in the time of evil, And in the days of famine they will have abundance. (NASB) whereas 37:17 ... the arms of

the wicked will be broken, But the Lord sustains the righteous. (NASB) The Lord sustains or props up (710)

1) the righteous (0°2°7X). David says that the inheritance of the righteous will be forever, but not so for the
wicked. The wicked are contented in their state and condition, and sin is never satisfied. In addition to this,
the wicked possess and enjoy what they have (its their portion, see the Psalms 36 study), however, the Lord
oftentimes gives a stranger the possessions of the wicked. David says in Tehillim / Psalms 37:20 But the
wicked will perish; And the enemies of the Lord will be like the glory of the pastures, They vanish like smoke
they vanish away. 37:21 The wicked borrows and does not pay back, But the righteous is gracious and gives.
37:22 For those blessed by Him will inherit the land, But those cursed by Him will be cut off. (NASB) The
phrase “vanishing like the glory of the pastures,” draws a parallel back to Isaiah 40 regarding the flower and
the grass that can vanish in fire and smoke. The alternating contrast in the Psalm indicates that the righteous
have the presence of God with them, they live without any anxious, distressing, burdensome worries.

It is interesting that David says in Tehillim / Psalms 37:22 For those blessed by Him will inherit the
land, But those cursed by Him will be cut off. (NASB) seems to draw a parallel to the Abrahamic covenant
found in Parashat Lech Lecha (Bereshit / Genesis 12:1-17:27). The Lord God’s call on Abraham’s life was

to go out from his land from his father’s house, and from his people (FXIXR 77-772 D1AR-2X 7i7° RN
RN WK PING-2R AR N2 I0T7299%3) to a land that He will show him. The Lord promises to bless
Abraham and make him into a great nation (2173 >137 JWYX)) and that those who bless him the Lord will
bless, and those who curse him the Lord will curse (R§ 7772277 7°2727 71272K8)). We find in God’s call
on Abraham that in him all the families of the earth will be blessed (772787 NNSYWH 92 72 315722)). In the
Hebrew text, the word Ha’adamah (77787, Earth) is used to indicate that all of the families of the Earth will
be blessed, and not just those who are in the land of Israel. The Scriptures say “all of the families of the
ground” taking from the meaning that God created man from the dust of the earth (-N¥ Q°77§ 717 %M
IRTIRT-1 N2V OTRT) in Bereshit / Genesis 2:7. The Targum Onkelos says in Aramaic that all the “seed of
the earth” will be blessed (RYIX N1 72 12°72 1319720)) or the seed of the ground; it is in this way that
all the peoples of the earth are referred to. This is the way the Hebrew Scriptures show beyond a doubt that
this covenant will include all the people of the world. In the covenant that God is making with Abraham,

the Lord makes a promise personally to his descendants (Israel), and to all the world (non-Jewish peoples).
In God’s call on Abraham to go to another land and the statement that in him all the families of the earth

will be blessed (TRTRT NABWR 93 72 315722)), it is important to note that the Hebrew text uses the word

Ha’adamah (7777X7], Earth, Land, Ground, Soil) to indicate that all of the families of the Ground/Land/Earth
will be blessed, and not just those who are in the land of Israel. From an English speakers perspective, the
Hebrew text reads to say “all of the families of the ground” and suggests that there is a parallel on the mean-

ing that God created man from the dust of the earth/ground (7727X7-12 79Y DIRT-NR 228 717 7% in
Bereshit / Genesis 2:7. The Targum Onkelos says that all the “seed of the earth” will be blessed (712720

RYIX N°Y7T 92 92°72). Does the earth produce children or have seed? The rabbis suggest that the earth
bears children and in this way refers to all peoples. Studying this verse, it seems that God is reminding us

of the ground in which He cursed fRTXT in Bereshit / Genesis 5:29 and that the seed from the ground which
was cursed will become a blessing to all the people of the earth. This context also suggests a future expec-
tation of redemption of the ground that the curse God proclaimed against the ground in Bereshit / Genesis
5:29 would be lifted at a future time. This also alludes to a future redemption for us from the curse of sin
and from death by reason that the ground was cursed and that we are created from the dust of the earth. So
within these verses we find the scriptures alluding to a future expectation for both our redemption from sin
and death, and the redemption of this earth from the curse. The sin of disobedience to God that originally
divided man and woman, estranging the man and the woman from each other in the accusations that were
made laying blame on someone else. Thus, contained within Abrahamic covenant, this blessing to all the
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peoples of the earth shown in Bereshit / Genesis 12:1-3 we also find that mankind would be brought back
together in peace. The Lord would bring peace to the world. (Note that a common rabbinic parable is each
person is a complete world, Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 75a, Yeshua brings peace to this world, each and every
one of us.) In the blessing that was to come in and through the seed of Abraham, there is a reversal of this
separating factor of sin. Note also that sin scatters, for example, God scattered the people to the ends of the
earth in Parashat Noach as a result of Chet HaMigdal Bavel (the sin of the tower of Babel). This doctrine on
the blessing of the nations of this earth was present in the 1% century Judaism and the Apostles viewed this
doctrine of the blessing of the nations as being fulfilled in the Messiah Yeshua. It is through the Messiah
Yeshua whereby this promise of the Abrahamic covenant would be and is realized.

The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint say the following:

Aramaic Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Tehillim / Psalms 37:14-22

37:14 The wicked have drawn the sword and bent their bows to kill the humble and lowly, to
slaughter the upright of way. 37:15 Their blade will enter their [own] heart, and their bows
will break. 37:16 Better in the presence of the Lord is the smallness of the righteous man than
the multitude of many wicked men. 37:17 For the arms of the wicked will be broken, but the
word of the Lord supports the righteous. 37:18 The days of the blameless are known in the
Lord’s presence, and their inheritance will last forever. 37:19 They will not be ashamed in
the time of evil, and in the days of famine they are satisfied. 37:20 For the wicked will perish,
and the enemies of the Lord are like the glory of young sheep that at first are fattened but
finally slaughtered — likewise the wicked will perish and be destroyed in the smoke of Gehen-
na. 37:21 The wicked borrows and does not repay; but the righteous is compassionate, and
gives. 37:22 For those who are blessed by his word will inherit the land, but those who are
cursed by death will be destroyed.
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Septuagint

Tehillim / Psalms 37:14-22

37:14 Sinners have drawn their swords, they have bent their bow, to cast down the poor and
needy one, and to slay the upright in heart. 37:15 Let their sword enter into their own heart,

and their bows be broken. 37:16 A little is better to the righteous than abundant wealth of
sinners. 37:17 For the arms of sinners shall be broken; but the Lord supports the righteous.

37:18 The Lord knows the ways of the perfect, and their inheritance shall be for ever. 37:19
They shall not be ashamed in an evil time; and in days of famine they shall be satisfied. 37:20
For the sinners shall perish; and the enemies of the Lord at the moment of their being hon-

oured and exalted have utterly vanished like smoke. 37:21 The sinner borrows, and will not
pay again: but the righteous has compassion, and gives. 37:22 For they that bless him shall
inherit the earth; and they that curse him shall be utterly destroyed. (LXX)
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In all three translations we read David saying 37.:19 They will not be ashamed in the time of evil, and in the
days of famine they are satisfied. (EMC) Here he is referring to the righteous, what does he mean by a per-
son will not be ashamed in the time of evil? It is interesting to read Barne and John Calvin’s commentaries
regarding Psalm 37:19:

Barne’s Commentary

They shall not be ashamed in the evil thee - In times of calamity and trouble. The word
“ashamed” here refers to disappointment; as when one goes to a fountain or stream for
water and finds it dried up. See Job 6:20, note; and Psalm 25:2-3. The idea here is, that
when thees of trouble and calamity come, in seasons of famine or want, they will find their
expectations, arising from confidence in God, fully met. Their wants will be supplied, and
they will find him to be their friend. And in the days of famine they shall be satisfied - Their
needs shall be supplied. God will provide for them. See Psalm 37:25. This is in accordance
with the general promises which are made in the Scriptures, that God will provide for the
needs of those who trust in Him. See the notes at Psalm 37:3.

John Calvin’s Commentary

They shall not be ashamed in the season of adversity This verse also shows us, that the faith-

ful have no right to expect such exemption as the flesh would desire from affliction and trial,

but they are assured of deliverance in the end; which, though it be indeed obtained, yet it is of
such a nature as can be realized only by faith. We must regard these two things as inseparably
connected, namely, that as the faithful are mingled among the wicked in this world, so hunger
and adversity are common to both. The only difference betwixt them is, that God stretches
forth his hand towards his own people in the time of their need, while he abandons the un-
godly, and takes no care of them. If it should be objected, that the wicked often fare sumptu-
ously in the time of famine, and gratify all their desires, whilst the faithful are oppressed with

poverty and want, I answer, that the fullness of which mention is here made consists chiefly
in this, that the faithful, though they live sparingly, and often labor hard to acquire the means
of subsistence, are nevertheless fed by God as truly as if they had a greater abundance of
this world’s goods than the ungodly, who greedily devour the good things of this life in all
their variety and abundance, and yet are never satisfied. Besides, as I have elsewhere said,

these temporal blessings are not always seen flowing in one uniform course. The hand of
God is indeed always open, but we are straitened and limited in our desires, so that our own
unbeliefis no small hindrance to his liberality. Moreover, as our corrupt nature would soon
break forth into excess, God deals with us more sparingly; and lest he might corrupt us by
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too great indulgence, he trains us to frugality by bestowing with a sparing hand what he was
ready otherwise to lavish upon us in full abundance. And, indeed, whoever shall consider
how much addicted we are to sensuality and pleasure, will not be surprised that God should
exercise his own people with poverty and want. But although God may not bestow upon us
what is necessary for our gratification, yet, unless our own ingratitude prevent us, we shall
experience, even in famine and want, that he nourishes us graciously and liberally.

While reading through these commentaries, it is interesting that the major focus is upon the Lord deliver-
ing His people from calamity and trouble (from the time of evil). Barne states that the people will not be
ashamed because they find their confidence in the Lord and the Lord will meet their needs during the time of
famine, they will be satisfied. John Calvin states that “God stretches forth his hand towards his own people
in the time of their need.” He goes on to discuss the corrupt nature of man and the Lord giving us what is
necessary and that “even in famine and want, that he nourishes us graciously and liberally.” Previously
in Tehillim / Psalms 37:7-13 David stated 37:7 Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret
because of him who prospers in his way, Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes. 37:8 Cease
from anger and forsake wrath; Do not fret; it leads only to evildoing. 37:9 For evildoers will be cut off, But
those who wait for the Lord, they will inherit the land. 37:10 Yet a little while and the wicked man will be
no more; And you will look carefully for his place and he will not be there. 37:11 But the humble will inherit
the land And will delight themselves in abundant prosperity. 37:12 The wicked plots against the righteous
And gnashes at him with his teeth. 37:13 The Lord laughs at him, For He sees his day is coming. (NASB)
The way he is writing the Psalm, instructing us to rest patiently for the Lord, to cease from anger and do not
seek wrath against those who do evil to you, it only leads to more evil doing. He says those who are wicked
will soon be cut off and those who wait upon the Lord will inherit the land. It appears that David is warning
the righteous with a discussion how a righteous person who is suffering at the hand of the wicked may be
misled into corrupted morality, seeking retribution, and false doctrines. In Tehillim / Psalms 37:19, he says
37:19 They will not be ashamed in the time of evil, and in the days of famine they are satisfied. (EMC) with-
in the context of these verses, it would seem that the righteous, even in the midst of the “time of evil” will
choose the correct path, trusting in the Lord, and by their righteous actions they will not be ashamed. The
emphasis that seems to be implied is that sinful behavior lays in the unconscious desire to satisfy physical
and emotional needs which come to a peak during times of evil in our lives. The righteous man will not
give into these emotions and sin. The only true protection against the seductive pull of sin is to seek the
Lord, to walk in His commandments (live correctly), rest and wait on Him in the wisdom of His ways (the
Torah). When evil times come, we are not to use these times as an excuse to sin or to justify unrighteous
behavior. (How often does this happen today? Have you ever done this? In the past I have been told, well
your wife cheated on you ... you should go out and cheat on her.) Note next how the rabbis refer to Parashat
Bo (Shemot / Exodus 10.1-13:16) in Shemot / Exodus 12:5 D¥02373-17 027 731 MW-12 21 200 7w 1
ANRR 2IVI-13 12:5 Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the sheep
or from the goats. (NASB) in Tehillim / Psalms 37:20 which says 37:20 For the wicked will perish, and the
enemies of the Lord are like the glory of young sheep that at first are fattened but finally slaughtered — like-
wise the wicked will perish and be destroyed in the smoke of Gehenna. (EMC) The wicked in this world are
like the young lambs who go about initially and are fatted in this world whose end will be for the slaughter
in Gehenna (Hell). Therefore, when “times of evil” come we are to take care to seek the Lord and not sin, to
not behave in the manner of unrighteousness, but to trust in the Lord that all things work together for good
for those who trust in Him (Romans 8:28).
David continues in His Psalm (7ehillim / Psalms 37:23-40), note how David organizes the remainder
of the Psalm:

1. 37:23 The steps of a man are established by the Lord, And He delights in his
way.
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2. 37:24 When he falls, he will not be hurled headlong, Because the Lord is
the One who holds his hand. 37:25 I have been young and now I am old, Yet
I have not seen the righteous forsaken Or his descendants begging bread.
37:26 All day long he is gracious and lends, And his descendants are a
blessing.

3. 37:27 Depart from evil and do good, So you will abide forever. 37:28 For
the Lord loves justice And does not forsake His godly ones,; They are pre-
served forever, But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.

4. 37:28 For the Lord loves justice And does not forsake His godly ones; They
are preserved forever, But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.
37:29 The righteous will inherit the land And dwell in it forever.

5. 37:30 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, And his tongue speaks jus-
tice. 37:31 The law of his God is in his heart; His steps do not slip.

6. 37:32 The wicked spies upon the righteous And seeks to kill him. 37:33 The
Lord will not leave him in his hand Or let him be condemned when he is
Jjudged.

7. 37:34 Wait for the Lord and keep His way, And He will exalt you to inherit
the land; When the wicked are cut off, you will see it. 37:35 I have seen a
wicked, violent man Spreading himself like a luxuriant tree in its native soil.
37:36 Then he passed away, and lo, he was no more, I sought for him, but
he could not be found.

8. 37:37 Mark the blameless man, and behold the upright; For the man of
peace will have a posterity.

9. 37:38 But transgressors will be altogether destroyed; The posterity of the
wicked will be cut off.

10. 37:39 But the salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their
strength in time of trouble. 37:40 The Lord helps them and delivers them,
He delivers them from the wicked and saves them, Because they take refuge
in Him.

The steps of the righteous are established by the Lord and He delights in his way (37:23). The righteous are
established, the Lord does this, because the righteous live their lives according to God’s Word. If we are
abiding in God’s Word then our lives will reflect that. The Septuagint agrees saying 37:23 The steps of a
man are rightly ordered by the Lord: and he will take pleasure in his way. (LXX) The Aramaic Targum states
37:23 In the presence of the Lord the steps of a man are made firm, and he will favor his ways. (EMC) We
should be ordering our steps (our walk), how we live from the perspective of our walking in the presence
of the Lord. David says that when a righteous man falls he will not be hurled head long because the Lord
holds his hand. The rabbis say in the Aramaic Targum when a righteous man falls into sickness he will not
die. In the Talmud Bavli in Tracate Berakhot 8a cites a baraita (Aramaic N1°°73 meaning “external” or
“outside” designates a tradition in the Jewish oral law not incorporated in the Mishnah) claiming there
to be 903 forms of death. The most painful separation of soul from body is described as an inflammation;
the gentlest is death by a kiss, likened to the withdrawal of a hair from milk. Some deaths are sudden, but
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often the final passage is a gradual transition. Jewish mystical sources discuss a transition, three days in
duration, during which the soul gradually separates from the body. Note a parallel to Yeshua being three
days in the grave. The point is that death is a separation and is not defined in the Scriptures as extinction,
annihilation, or non-existence; death in the Scriptures and from the rabbinical sources is understood as a
separation between two things (soul/spirit and body). Note that the soul is coupled to our spirit which both
may be separated from the body. Therefore, the Lord saves life because He keeps from death, He is holding
the hand of the righteous keeping him from dying and maintaining the joining of the body, soul, and spirit.
The remainder of the Psalm according to the Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint say the following:

Aramaic Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Tehillim / Psalms 37:14-22

37:23 In the presence of the Lord the steps of a man are made firm, and he will favor his
ways. 37:24 For when he falls into sickness, he will not die, because the Lord is the helper at
his hand. 37:25 I was a boy, but have grown old; and I have not seen the righteous man aban-
doned or his sons seeking bread because of want. 37:26 For all the day he is compassionate
and lends; and his seed is for a blessing. 37:27 Turn from evil, and practice kindness, and
abide for eternal life. Another targum: Turn from doing evil, O righteous man, and do good;
because of this you will abide forever. 37:28 For the Lord loves justice and will not aban-
don his pious ones, they are protected forever, but the sons of the wicked will be destroyed.
37:29 The righteous will inherit the land, and will dwell on it forever. 37:30 The mouth of
the righteous murmurs wisdom, and his tongue speaks justice. 37:31 The law (nimus) of his
God is in his heart, his feet do not stumble. 37:32 The wicked man observes the righteous
man and seeks to kill him. 37:33 The Lord will not abandon him into his hand, and will not
find him guilty when he is judged. another targum: When he stands in judgment. 37:34 Hope
in the word of the Lord, and keep his way, and he will raise you up to inherit the land; you
will see the destruction of the wicked. 37:35 I have seen the wicked man, strong and mighty,
like a native and leafy tree. 37:36 And he ceased from the world, and, behold, he is no more;
and I sought him but he was not found. 37:37 Preserve blamelessness, and behold honesty,
for the end of [such] a son of man is peace. 37:38 But rebels will be destroyed together,
the end of the wicked is destruction. 37:39 But the redemption of the righteous is from the
presence of the Lord, their strength in the time of trouble. 37:40 And the Lord helped them
and saved them, he saved them from sinners; and he will redeem them, for they trusted in his
word. (EMC)

Septuagint

Tehillim / Psalms 37:14-22

37:23 The steps of a man are rightly ordered by the Lord: and he will take pleasure in his
way. 37:24 When he falls, he shall not be ruined.: for the Lord supports his hand. 37:25 I was
once young, indeed I am now old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed
seeking bread. 37:26 He is merciful, and lends continually, and his seed shall be blessed.
37:27 Turn aside from evil, and do good; and dwell for ever. 37:28 For the Lord loves judg-
ment, and will not forsake his saints; they shall be preserved for ever: the blameless shall be
avenged, but the seed of the ungodly shall be utterly destroyed. 37:29 But the righteous shall
inherit the earth, and dwell upon it for ever. 37:30 The mouth of the righteous will meditate
wisdom, and his tongue will speak of judgment. 37:31 The law of his God is in his heart;
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and his steps shall not slide. 37:32 The sinner watches the righteous, and seeks to slay him.
37:33 But the Lord will not leave him in his hands, nor by any means condemn him when
he is judged. 37:34 Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the
land: when the wicked are destroyed, thou shalt see it. 37:35 I saw the ungodly very highly
exalting himself, and lifting himself up like the cedars of Lebanon. 37:36 Yet I passed by, and
lo! he was not: and I sought him, but his place was not found. 37:37 Maintain innocence, and
behold uprightness: for there is a remnant to the peaceable man. 37:38 But the transgressors
shall be utterly destroyed together: the remnants of the ungodly shall be utterly destroyed.
37:39 But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord; and he is their defender in the time
of affliction. 37:40 And the Lord shall help them, and deliver them: and he shall rescue them
from sinners, and save them, because they have hoped in him. (LXX)

The rabbis translate David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 37:31-32 saying 11°2°22 7°79K7 R0W°1 K7
SPOUPAY YY1 RPPTED RYWD 2oN0K 27 1IMNOR PYTYTIA R? 192292 37:31 The law (nimus) of his God is in
his heart; his feet do not stumble. 37:32 The wicked man observes the righteous man and seeks to kill him.
37:33 The Lord will not abandon him into his hand, and will not find him guilty when he is judged. another
targum: When he stands in judgment. (EMC) The Aramaic word “nimus” (X01°1) means “law or custom.”
Therefore, for the righteous man, “the custom of his God is in his heart and his feet do not stumble.” A
custom may be used to form good habits that keep us from sinning on a daily, habitual basis. Customs,
and their resulting traditions, arise as a way for people to regulate social life, in a similar manner as habits
in the individual regulate personal life (i.e. habitual sin). The customs of one generation handed down to
newer generations become what is known as tradition. For example, the Mishnah was given to pass down
the tradition of service and interpretation of the Torah in order to maintain the religious centric government
and social life of Israel (i.e. the Temple service). Another example, the monastic culture within the Catholic
Church arose from a unique set of conditions prevalent in Israel and Egypt in the post-apostolic era togeth-
er with strong dispositional and temperamental qualities of many Christians of the time. This culture was
sanctioned and supported by the Church at large and to a lesser degree by a society which was increasingly
dominated by the Catholic Church. The customs and traditions of the Church protected and safe-guarded
the monastic culture within. The point of the rabbis is that Traditions are not always bad, there is value in
tradition; and custom or tradition may be used of God for the purpose of ordering our steps and to keep our
feet from stumbling into sin. The wicked observe this and they seek to kill the righteous. According to
David, the wicked do not inherit the land, they stick their own hearts with their swords, they will be broken
and like the withering grass, they will be cut off. On the other hand, the righteous man David says Tehillim /
Psalms 37:3 Trust in the Lord and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 37:4 Delight your-
self'in the Lord; And He will give you the desires of your heart. 37:5 Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also
in Him, and He will do it. 37:6 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light And your judgment as the
noonday. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states 37:5 ... trust in his word, and he will act. (EMC) Trusting in
the Lord, His ways, His word, and His Son Yeshua the Messiah, is the path He wants each of us to follow.
Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Truly You are worthy to be praised! Help each one of us to do what is right, to live righteously in the
time of evil, when bad things happen to us, for your glory Lord. We desire to live holy and righteous lives
because You have separated us as holy unto Yourself. You have done this in Your commandments and in
Your Son Yeshua the Messiah. Help us to walk and abide in Christ as the Scriptures say we are supposed to
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do. Thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the salvation You have provided.
Thank you Lord for these writings so that we can grow in our faith and know who we are in the Messiah
Yeshua. Help us to apply these truths to our lives so that we can dedicate our lives to You daily. We praise
Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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