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Trusting in the Righteousness of God

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 35:1-28, the opening verses states 717’ 72°7 | 177 X
INYW? PWHI? MK DT NRIR? VI AT A PNV IR I I PI0T 2 2002-NY Oy -NY
221X A Psalm of David. 35:1 Contend, O Lord, with those who contend with me; Fight against those who
fight against me. 35:2 Take hold of buckler and shield And rise up for my help. 35:3 Draw also the spear
and the battle-axe to meet those who pursue me; Say to my soul, ‘I am your salvation.” (NASB) David seeks
the Lord’s help to find victory over his enemies. He asks for the Lord Himself to fight against those who
fight against him. He says 35:4 Let those be ashamed and dishonored who seek my life; Let those be turned
back and humiliated who devise evil against me. 35:5 Let them be like chaff before the wind, With the angel
of the Lord driving them on. 35:6 Let their way be dark and slippery, With the angel of the Lord pursuing
them. 35:7 For without cause they hid their net for me; Without cause they dug a pit for my soul. 35:8 Let
destruction come upon him unawares, And let the net which he hid catch himself; Into that very destruction
let him fall. (NASB) The enemy will fall into their own snare and pit that they have dug to destroy the in-
nocent and the righteous. David continues saying 35:9 And my soul shall rejoice in the Lord; It shall exult
in His salvation. 35:10 All my bones will say, ‘Lord, who is like You, Who delivers the afflicted from him
who is too strong for him, And the afflicted and the needy from him who robs him?” (NASB) David says
that the unrighteous raise up and repay evil for good, they slander without a cause and are like the godless
who make jokes at a feast against God (Tehillim / Psalms 35:11-16). David says that the wicked hate him
without a cause (35:19), they open their mouths against him (35:21), however it is the Lord who is his Judge
(35:22-24). He says 1K°-DR W01 NRT D272 1RO 179 29-1maw-0R) IO A IRTY0 oW 70
9V DY TIT 9991 DWW SNy e 1Y | 17902 WY 13 1y?a 35:24 Judge me, O Lord my God,
according to Your righteousness, And do not let them rejoice over me. 35:25 Do not let them say in their
heart, ‘Aha, our desire!” Do not let them say, ‘We have swallowed him up!’ 35:26 Let those be ashamed and
humiliated altogether who rejoice at my distress; Let those be clothed with shame and dishonor who mag-
nify themselves over me. (NASB) He asks the Lord to judge him according to God’s righteousness. David
concludes the Psalm saying 35:27 Let them shout for joy and rejoice, who favor my vindication; And let
them say continually, ‘The Lord be magnified, Who delights in the prosperity of His servant.” 35:28 And my
tongue shall declare Your righteousness And Your praise all day long. (NASB) Truly the Lord is worthy of
honor and praise forever! Amen!
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Tehillim / Psalms 35

A Psalm of David. 35:1 Contend, O Lord,
with those who contend with me; Fight
against those who fight against me. 35:2
Take hold of buckler and shield And rise
up for my help. 35:3 Draw also the spear
and the battle-axe to meet those who pur-
sue me; Say to my soul, ‘I am your sal-
vation.” 35:4 Let those be ashamed and
dishonored who seek my life; Let those
be turned back and humiliated who de-
vise evil against me. 35:5 Let them be
like chaff before the wind, With the an-
gel of the Lord driving them on. 35:6 Let
their way be dark and slippery, With the
angel of the Lord pursuing them. 35:7
For without cause they hid their net for
me; Without cause they dug a pit for my
soul. 35:8 Let destruction come upon
him unawares, And let the net which he
hid catch himself; Into that very destruc-
tion let him fall. 35:9 And my soul shall
rejoice in the Lord; It shall exult in His
salvation. 35:10 All my bones will say,
‘Lord, who is like You, Who delivers the
afflicted from him who is too strong for
him, And the afflicted and the needy from
him who robs him?” 35:11 Malicious
witnesses rise up; They ask me of things
that I do not know. 35:12 They repay me
evil for good, To the bereavement of my
soul. 35:13 But as for me, when they
were sick, my clothing was sackcloth;
I humbled my soul with fasting, And
my prayer kept returning to my bosom.
35:14 1 went about as though it were my
friend or brother; I bowed down mourn-
ing, as one who sorrows for a mother.
35:15 But at my stumbling they rejoiced
and gathered themselves together; The
smiters whom I did not know gathered
together against me, They slandered me
without ceasing. 35:16 Like godless jest-
ers at a feast, They gnashed at me with
their teeth. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 35

35:1 Of David. Contend, O Lord, with
those who contend against me; make war
against those who war against me. 35:2
Take up a shield and buckler, and arise
as my help. 35:3 And draw the spear
and fasten the scabbard; and be pre-
pared to meet those who pursue me; say
to my soul, “I am your redeemer.” 35:4
Let those who seek my life be ashamed
and embarrassed; let those who plot my
ruin shrink back and be subdued. 35:5
Let them be like chaff before the storm-
wind, with the angel of the Lord repel-
ling [them]. 35:6 May their paths be dark
and murky, with the angel of the Lord
pursuing them. 35:7 For without cause
they have spread before me a pit; their
net they have hidden for my soul without
cause. 35:8 May a sudden calamity, un-
suspected, overtake him; and may his net
that he spread catch him; let him sudden-
ly fall in it. 35:9 But my soul will rejoice
in the word of the Lord; it will be glad in
his redemption. 35:10 All my limbs will
keep saying, “O Lord, who is like you?”
— who saves the poor from the one stron-
ger than he, and the poor and wretched
from his oppressor. 35:11 Rapacious wit-
nesses stand up; those whom I have not
known question me. 35:12 They repay
me evil for good, seeking to bereave my
soul. 35:13 But I, in the time of their ill-
ness, wore sackcloth; I afflicted my soul
with fasting; but my prayer will return to
my bosom. 35:14 As if for my friend or
brother, I went about like a mourner; like
one who mourns for his mother, I was
bowed down in gloom. 35:15 But when
I was stricken, they rejoiced and even
gathered together against me; the wick-
ed, who belittle me with their words, and
I knew it not, as if they cut my skin with-
out drawing blood. 35:16 With smooth
words and haughtiness and mockery,
they grind their teeth against me. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 35

A Psalm of David. 35:1 Judge thou, O
Lord, them that injure me, fight against
them that fight against me. 35:2 Take
hold of shield and buckler, and arise for
my help. 35:3 Bring forth a sword, and
stop the way against them that perse-
cute me: say to my soul, I am thy salva-
tion. 35:4 Let them that seek my soul be
ashamed and confounded: let them that
devise evils against me be turned back
and put to shame. 35:5 Let them be as
dust before the wind, and an angel of
the Lord afflicting them. 35:6 Let their
way be dark and slippery, and an angel
of the Lord persecuting them. 35:7 For
without cause they have hid for me their
destructive snare: without a cause they
have reproached my soul. 35:8 Let a
snare which they know not come upon
them; and the gin which they hid take
them; and let them fall into the very same
snare. 35:9 But my soul shall exult in the
Lord: it shall delight in his salvation.
35:10 All my bones shall say, O Lord,
who is like to thee? delivering the poor
out of the hand of them that are stron-
ger than he, yea, the poor and needy one
from them that spoil him. 35:11 Unjust
witnesses arose, and asked me of things
I new not. 35:12 They rewarded me evil
for good, and bereavement to my soul.
35:13 But I, when they troubled me, put
on sackcloth, and humbled my soul with
fasting: and my prayer shall return to my
own bosom. 35:14 I behaved agreeably
towards them as if it had been our neigh-
bour or brother: I humbled myself as one
mourning and sad of countenance. 35:15
Yet they rejoiced against me, and plagues
were plentifully brought against me, and
I knew it not: they were scattered, but re-
pented not. 35:16 They tempted me, they
sneered at me most contemptuously, they
gnashed their teeth upon me. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 35

35:17 Lord, how long will You look on?
Rescue my soul from their ravages, My
only life from the lions. 35:18 I will give
You thanks in the great congregation; I
will praise You among a mighty throng.
35:19 Do not let those who are wrongful-
ly my enemies rejoice over me; Nor let
those who hate me without cause wink
maliciously. 35:20 For they do not speak
peace, But they devise deceitful words
against those who are quiet in the land.
35:21 They opened their mouth wide
against me; They said, ‘Aha, aha, our
eyes have seen it!” 35:22 You have seen
it, O Lord, do not keep silent; O Lord,
do not be far from me. 35:23 Stir up
Yourself, and awake to my right And to
my cause, my God and my Lord. 35:24
Judge me, O Lord my God, according to
Your righteousness, And do not let them
rejoice over me. 35:25 Do not let them
say in their heart, ‘Aha, our desire!” Do
not let them say, ‘We have swallowed
him up!” 35:26 Let those be ashamed and
humiliated altogether who rejoice at my
distress; Let those be clothed with shame
and dishonor who magnify themselves
over me. 35:27 Let them shout for joy
and rejoice, who favor my vindication;
And let them say continually, ‘The Lord
be magnified, Who delights in the pros-
perity of His servant.” 35:28 And my
tongue shall declare Your righteousness
And Your praise all day long. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 35

35:17 O Lord, how long will you watch?
Deliver my soul from their calamities,
my body from the lion’s whelps. 35:18
I will give thanks in your presence in
the great assembly; among a mighty
people I will praise you. 35:19 Let not
my enemies rejoice over me [with] a
lie — those who hate me without cause,
winking with their eyes. 35:20 For they
do not speak peace; and against the righ-
teous of the earth who have rest in this
world they plot devious things. 35:21
And they have opened their mouth wide
against me [and] said, “Joy! Joy! Our
eye has seen it!”” 35:22 You have seen, O
Lord, do not be silent; O Lord, be not far
from me. 35:23 Wake and be alert to my
cause, O my God; the Lord is the victor
in my dispute. 35:24 Judge me by your
generosity, O Lord my God, and they
will not rejoice over me. 35:25 Let them
not say in their heart, “Our soul is glad”;
lest they say, “We have finished him.”
35:26 Let those who rejoice at my harm
be ashamed and subdued together; let
those who vaunt themselves over me be
clothed with shame and disgrace. 35:27
May those who seek my vindication be
glad and rejoice and say always, “May
the glory of the Lord be great, he who
desires the peace of his servant.” 35:28
And my tongue will sing of your gener-
osity, all the day of your praise. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 35

35:17 O Lord, when wilt thou look upon
me? Deliver my soul from their mis-
chief, mine only-begotten one from the
lions. 35:18 I will give thanks to thee
even in a great congregation: in an abun-
dant people I will praise thee. 35:19 Let
not them that are mine enemies without
a cause rejoice against me; who hate me
for nothing, and wink with their eyes.
35:20 For to me they spoke peaceably,
but imagined deceits in their anger. 35:21
And they opened wide their mouth upon
me; they said Aha, aha, our eyes have
seen it. 35:22 Thou hast seen it, O Lord:
keep not silence: O Lord, withdraw not
thyself from me. 35:23 Awake, O Lord,
and attend to my judgment, even to my
cause, my God and my Lord. 35:24
Judge me, O Lord, according to thy righ-
teousness, O Lord my God; and let them
not rejoice against me. 35:25 Let them
not say in their hearts, Aha, aha, it is
pleasing to our soul: neither let them say,
We have devoured him. 35:26 Let them
be confounded and ashamed together
that rejoice at my afflictions: let them be
clothed with shame and confusion that
speak great swelling words against me.
35:27 Let them that rejoice in my righ-
teousness exult and be glad: and let them
say continually, The Lord be magnified,
who desire the peace of his servant.
35:28 And my tongue shall meditate on
thy righteousness, and on thy praise all
the day. (LXX)

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 35:1-28, the opening verse states 1377 727 | 177 X
R?-NR OnY? °2°7-n8 A Psalm of David. 35:1 Contend, O Lord, with those who contend with me; Fight
against those who fight against me. (NASB) David uses the word 72> which is translated to me *““contend”
(BDB Lexicon) he is asking the Lord to contend with his enemies. It is interesting that this word spelled
as 12°7 is used three times in the Tanach (Tehillim / Psalms 35:1, 70:22, and 119:154). According to the
NASB, Tehillim / Psalms 119:154 is translated as 3’17 JNVAKRY *1283 °2°7 727 712 119:154 Plead my
cause and redeem me; Revive me according to Your word. (NASB) Based upon Tehillim / Psalms 119:154,
contending is synonymous with “plead my cause.” The Septuagint states 1:53 1@ dav1d dika.cOV KOPLE TOVS
a01KoDVTAG pe ToAEUN ooV ToLC moAepobvtag pe A Psalm of David. 35:1 Judge thou, O Lord, them that in-
jure me, fight against them that fight against me. (LXX) The rabbis translate the Septuagint saying dikacov
(dikason) “judge,” David is asking the Lord to judge these people and because of their obvious guilt the
Lord will fight for him. David believes the Lord will fight against those who fight (or make war) with him.
He then describes exactly what he is asking for from the Lord saying 2 :>D1¥2 7239) 7IX) 102 PIigg 2
IR TNYYY WHI7 TN 977 NXPY 7301 N3 271 35:2 Take hold of buckler and shield And rise up for my
help. 35:3 Draw also the spear and the battle-axe to meet those who pursue me; Say to my soul, ‘I am your
salvation.” (NASB) David calls upon the Lord to lift ax and spear to physically save him from his enemies
and yet he also believes that the Lord is the salvation for his soul. Is David thinking in a physical sense or a
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spiritual sense for the Lord’s salvation? Today do we confuse the two on our own lives? As we can see here
in the first few verses, David was a mighty warrior but he relied upon the Lord for his strength. David is one
of the great spiritual leaders of the ancient nation of Israel. He was the king of Israel, and ruled in the period
about 1000 CE. Under his rule, and by the power of God, Israel was established as a major national power.
Studying the period between the conclusion of the Torah, the people entering into the Promised Land (Books
of Joshua, Judges, and 1 and 2 Samuel), and David becoming king, we understand that this was known as the
period of the Judges where God would bring a judge (prophet) to deliver Israel from her enemies. During
this time the people had generally been fragmented and the Scriptures say semi-frequently *“... and everyone
did what was right in their own eyes,” meaning the people did what they wanted and that there was no true
spiritual leader until the time of David and as an effective leader, physically and spiritually, David led Israel
to God as a nation. The historical accounts of the book of Samuel and Chronicles detail the life and deeds
of David. Many of the Psalms detail David’s thoughts and daily concerns. These chapters record a great
diversity of emotions, from joy to despair and we are given an insight into the thoughts of one of the great
leaders of Israel’s early history. Because of this, David become a type of savior as we read in the book of
Acts:

Acts 13:16-23

13:16 Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said, ‘Men of Israel, and you who fear
God, listen: 13:17 ‘The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people
great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He led them out from
it. 13:18 ‘For a period of about forty years He put up with them in the wilderness. 13:19
‘When He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, He distributed their land as an
inheritance all of which took about four hundred and fifty years. 13:20 ‘After these things
He gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 13:21 ‘Then they asked for a king, and God
gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 13:22 *‘After
He had removed him, He raised up David to be their king, concerning whom He also testified
and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My heart, who will do all My
will.” 13:23 “From the descendants of this man, according to promise, God has brought to
Israel a Savior, Jesus, (NASB)

Here the Apostle Paul uses David as a Spiritual leader, and an example of how God raised up David in place
of Saul, and how the Lord brought to Israel in a parallel manner, Yeshua the Messiah.

In the Roman culture, historically, people had associated persecution and shame to a great extent
with the displeasure of the gods, or of God. We read this in the book of Job where much of the arguments are
the result of trying to explain the reason for Job’s situation and his righteousness. After those horrible things
had happened to him, the first of Job’s friends to speak was Eliphaz the Temanite. His comment connected
the cause of Job’s problems with his actions saying:

Job 4:7-9

4:7 ‘Remember now, who ever perished being innocent? Or where were the upright de-
stroyed? 4:8 *According to what | have seen, those who plow iniquity And those who sow
trouble harvest it. 4:9 ‘By the breath of God they perish, And by the blast of His anger they
come to an end. (NASB)

ATIERY 2Y YN TR O OIIRT WD 1 IIT01 O A9OK) TN ORI KT N RI-IIT T
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Note that suffering is not necessarily connected to our iniquity like Eliphaz the Temanite was saying to Job.
Typically David is seen as a great leader, and because he was great, he was successful. It is true that he was
successful, however these passages in the Psalms shows that his success was dependent upon the Lord God
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Almighty. Before David became king of Israel, for a long time, he suffered the persecution of Saul, and had
many conflicts with the Philistines. In addition to this, during David’s reign as king he also had enemies
and throughout his life he trusted the Lord despite his hardships. Tehillim / Psalm 25 reflects David’s trust
and hope:

Tehillim / Psalm 25:1-5

25:1 To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 25:2 O my God, in You I trust, Do not let me be
ashamed; Do not let my enemies exult over me. 25:3 Indeed, none of those who wait for You
will be ashamed; Those who deal treacherously without cause will be ashamed. 25:4 Make
me know Your ways, O Lord; Teach me Your paths. 25:5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me,
For You are the God of my salvation; For You | wait all the day. (NASB)

Instead of himself being put to shame, David’s hope was that the treacherous people (the unrighteous, wick-
ed) would be put to shame by the actions of God. David trusted that the Lord would deliver him and there-
fore seeks the Lord’s help to find victory over his enemies. He asks for the Lord Himself to fight against
those who fight against him. He says 1°7° 71 2XNY7 220 19902 790X 1207 W03 “Wpan 1m0 w2 7
NOY °2-11R0 DIN-"2 10T TN AR NRR2RRM TWN 0201-0m ) AT AN AN 400397 v
1A2-79° AR 17990 10-WR AW v KD AR RN 1 oown1h 1790 03n onwyn 35:4 Let those be
ashamed and dishonored who seek my life; Let those be turned back and humiliated who devise evil against
me. 35:5 Let them be like chaff before the wind, With the angel of the Lord driving them on. 35:6 Let their
way be dark and slippery, With the angel of the Lord pursuing them. 35:7 For without cause they hid their
net for me; Without cause they dug a pit for my soul. 35:8 Let destruction come upon him unawares, And
let the net which he hid catch himself; Into that very destruction let him fall. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum

states XDYT QTP X1 T 10 17 25NW2 MW 2WR 1IVIaNM RNARY 1IYNT° SWo1°van 119097 1NA° 7
oW N7 1079 1A 21X T I 777 TIT ROROMY KM ROWA PINTIN T Y T TI0T RORD

1712 997 XOOWa TN 07D 0T PNTXMY VT 2007 RY XODW NN 1OWOIY 1120 13 NIONTEA 11778
35:4 Let those who seek my life be ashamed and embarrassed; let those who plot my ruin shrink back and
be subdued. 35:5 Let them be like chaff before the storm-wind, with the angel of the Lord repelling [them].
35:6 May their paths be dark and murky, with the angel of the Lord pursuing them. 35:7 For without cause
they have spread before me a pit; their net they have hidden for my soul without cause. 35:8 May a sudden
calamity, unsuspected, overtake him; and may his net that he spread catch him; let him suddenly fall in it.
(EMC) David asks again like he did in Tehillim / Psalms 25 that those who wait to take his life be made
ashamed. He also asks that his enemies would fall into the traps that they have already set up, that their plots
would turn back upon them and they would be overtaken. It is interesting that those who are ““ashamed”
are paralleled to those who are unrighteous, wicked, and who plot evil against the innocent. What does the
Apostolic Writings have to say concerning being *““ashamed?”” Are there different types of shame described
in the Scriptures? One example of shame can be seen in Peter’s life at the time of the crucifixion. Before
this event Peter and the other disciples were confident and supportive of Yeshua. They claimed that they
were ready to die for him:

Matthew 26:31-35

26:31 Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is writ-
ten, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.” 26:32
‘But after | have been raised, | will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 26:33 But Peter said to Him,
‘Even though all may fall away because of You, | will never fall away.” 26:34 Jesus said to
him, “Truly | say to you that this very night, before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three
times.” 26:35 Peter said to Him, ‘Even if | have to die with You, | will not deny You.” All the
disciples said the same thing too. (NASB)
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However, when it come down to speaking of their faith before their accusers, Peter was reluctant to admit
he even knew Yeshua and during Yeshua’s trial, he denies knowing him.

Matthew 26:73-74

26:73 A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Surely you too are one of them;
for even the way you talk gives you away.” 26:74 Then he began to curse and swear, ‘I do not
know the man!” And immediately a rooster crowed. (NASB)

Yeshua predicted this would happen and what Peter would say and do as we read in Matthew 26:31 Then
Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, ‘I will strike down the
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.” (NASB) The example given by Peter of the temp-
tation to deny Yeshua reveals to us that there is a risk of allowing shame and fear to get in the way of our
trust in God. What is interesting is that David asks the Lord to make the unrighteous, the wicked men who
seek his life to be ashamed. There is a parallel to shame and unrighteousness. Therefore, being ashamed of
Christ, in and of itself is also a form of unrighteousness. The Apostle Paul saw the issue with shame while
writing to the Romans. He said the following:

Romans 1:15-18

1:15 So, for my part, | am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 1:16
For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the righteous man shall live by faith.” 1:18
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, (NASB)

Bobtmg 10 kot’ EUE Tpdhupov kai VYAV Toig &v Poun evayyelicacart. 'OV yap émoioydvopat
10 gvayyéAov, duvapug yap Beod oty gic copiay mavti @ miotevovt, Tovdain te TpdTOV
kot EXAnvi: Vdikaiootvn yap 0god év antd GmokoAVTTETOL £K TOTEMG £1¢ ToTLY, KOOMg
véypamrtat, ‘O 8¢ dikawog £k wiotemg (Noetot. PAnokaivmteTan yap opyn 0eod an’ ovpavod
€mi miloov dcéPetav kal ddtkioy avOpdmTwv TV TV dAndstay €v adikig Kotexovtwy,

Notice how he states that he is not ashamed of the gospel and it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes. Not being ashamed is connected to righteousness and the power of God, whereas wrath is to
those who are ungodly, unrighteous, wicked, and who suppress the truth in their unrighteousness, referring
to those who are ashamed of the truth and suppress that truth, the truth of Yeshua the Messiah. Paul quotes
from Habakkuk 2:4 *“the righteous man shall live by faith,” and the context suggests that one’s faith in the
Lord will keep from being ashamed. This brings us back to the context of the Psalm, that David seeks the
Lord to deliver him, by faith he believes the Lord will give him victory and he will not be ashamed. There-
fore, He believes the enemy will fall into their own snare and pit that they have dug to destroy the innocent
and the righteous because the Lord is at work to protect His people.

David continues saying 7312 % 737 737AKA | 2NN¥Y 92 0 Ny WwR 72 A wel v
:973% 19028 397 3n PIon 21y °%n 35:9 And my soul shall rejoice in the Lord; It shall exult in His sal-
vation. 35:10 All my bones will say, ‘Lord, who is like You, Who delivers the afflicted from him who is too
strong for him, And the afflicted and the needy from him who robs him?” (NASB) He says that his soul will

rejoice in the Lord and exult in the Salvation of the Lord (\N¥1/2). David then says ““all of my bones say”’

Adonai Mi Chamocha (7112 *n 117?) “who is like You Lord” which seems to be an obvious reference to
Parashat Beshlach from Shemot / Exodus 15:9-13 for those who read the Hebrew text.
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Shemot / Exodus 15:9-13

15:9 “The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, | will overtake, I will divide the spoil; My desire shall
be gratified against them; | will draw out my sword, my hand will destroy them.” 15:10 “You
blew with Your wind, the sea covered them; They sank like lead in the mighty waters. 15:11
‘Who is like You among the gods, O Lord? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, Awesome in
praises, working wonders? 15:12 “You stretched out Your right hand, The earth swallowed
them. 15:13 “In Your lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed; In
Your strength You have guided them to Your holy habitation. (NASB)

770 R0 WP 783 71902 " 717 07R2 19N2-n X DR D03 NPV 1773 07 1193
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In Parashat Beshlach, the Lord has just miraculously delivered Israel from the hands of the Egyptians and

the people declare “Adonai Mi Chamocha™ (7112 *» 7117?) “who is like You Lord.” The Scriptures say that
the enemy had the plan to pursue, overtake, and divide the spoil, that he will draw the sword and destroy
Israel. The Lord caused the wind to blow, splitting the waters, and drowned the Egyptians and the people
make this statement ““who is like You Lord.” David appears to be utilizing this phrase in his Psalm and with
a similar imagery regarding how the Lord destroys the enemies of Israel.

The Aramaic Targum states 7°°170 XI2X N0 0 SPIPTD PITN TITPT KA TN WO B

TIDIR T2 ROWM ROV 1N 9PN TA ROV XD M2 1A M POnR 35:9 But my soul will rejoice in the
word of the Lord; it will be glad in his redemption. 35:10 All my limbs will keep saying, “O Lord, who is
like you?”” — who saves the poor from the one stronger than he, and the poor and wretched from his oppres-
sor (EMC) The rabbis translate Tehillim / Psalms 35:9-10 to say that David’s soul rejoices in the “Word

of the Lord” (7i7°7 X°n1). The Rabbis saying David “rejoices in the Word of the Lord™ illustrates for
us how important it is for us to have the Word of God, in order to know how the Lord works in our lives
to save and to redeem our souls. The Septuagint translation says 35:9 1 8¢ yoyn pov dyoAldcetol €mi T@
Kuplw tepedNoetal €mi 1@ copin avtod 35:10 Tavta Td 06T pov Epodaotv Kpte Tig OPOLOG GOt PLOUEVOG
TTOYOV €K YEWPOS OTEPEMTEP®V AVTOD Kol TT®YOV Kol mévnta and TdV dapraloviov avtov 35:9 But my
soul shall exult in the Lord: it shall delight in his salvation. 35:10 All my bones shall say, O Lord, who is like
to thee? Delivering the poor out of the hand of them that are stronger than he, yea, the poor and needy one
from them that spoil him. (LXX)

According to Tehillim / Psalms 35:11-16, David says that the unrighteous raise up and repay evil for
good, they slander without a cause and are like the godless who make jokes at a feast against God, ]I X°
PR PY U7 DNTR02 [ I 2 2WKy POV M0 NON A WYY 20 RNy Ny T-RD N o V1Y
VORI MY OYIXAN W ONINY TP ON-2282 ONI70NT 9-NRI Y2 T 1D RO0-¥ "NPOM "Wol iR
SmPIW %Y PO AR AR CDITR TV HT-KDY WIR AYT KDY 0°93 2¥ 190X) 35:11 Malicious witnesses
rise up; They ask me of things that I do not know. 35:12 They repay me evil for good, To the bereavement
of my soul. 35:13 But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth; I humbled my soul with
fasting, And my prayer kept returning to my bosom. 35:14 | went about as though it were my friend or
brother; | bowed down mourning, as one who sorrows for a mother. 35:15 But at my stumbling they rejoiced
and gathered themselves together; The smiters whom | did not know gathered together against me, They
slandered me without ceasing. 35:16 Like godless jesters at a feast, They gnashed at me with their teeth.
(NASB) Notice how the wicked (the unrighteous) give false witness, they pay evil for good, they rejoice at
the stumbling of others, and they bring slander and behave as godless jesters. David says that He humbled
himself before God in sackcloth and prayer. Should we behave like the wicked and rejoice at their stum-
bling or should we be different? According to Mishley / Proverbs 24:17-18, King Solomon said 7932 1°
9K YR WM TPY2 YO I A1 927 23-9% 120021 mwn-o8 [7229R] 7°279K 24:17 Do not
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rejoice when your enemy falls, And do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles; 24:18 Or the Lord will
see it and be displeased, And turn His anger away from him. (NASB) The Proverbs of Solomon goes on to
warn us to be careful with gloating over disaster (Mishley / Proverbs 17:5) and call for the righteous to care
for their enemies, to clothe them and feed them (Mishley / Proverbs 25:21) something God Himself said
in Parashat Kedoshim (Vayikra / Leviticus 19:17-18) and Yeshua reiterated in Matthew 5:44. The Apostle
Paul also brings come clarity on the topic in Romans 12:14-21.

Romans 12:14-21

12:14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 12:15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 12:16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do
not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.
12:17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.
12:18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 12:19 Never take
your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance
is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 12:20 “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he
is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 12:21
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (NASB)

The whole idea of not rejoicing for the wicked is evidenced according to Ezekiel 18:23 and 33:11, which
states ““As surely as | live,”” declares the Lord God, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather
that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, oh house of Is-
rael?” The Lord would rather that men repent and turn from their ways and seek Him. The Apostle Paul’s
instruction indicates the kind of people we are supposed to be, like David, humbling ourselves, feed and take
care of those who persecute us, bless and not curse, and not paying evil for good, etc.

The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint say the following:

Aramaic Targum

2onnY 192 RNV 727 RNW°2 02 1979 20 20 PY1W NN K97 IR7 1O 70 1PRYR X
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Tehillim / Psalms 35:11-16

35:11 Rapacious witnesses stand up; those whom I have not known question me. 35:12 They
repay me evil for good, seeking to bereave my soul. 35:13 But I, in the time of their illness,
wore sackcloth; | afflicted my soul with fasting; but my prayer will return to my bosom.
35:14 As if for my friend or brother, | went about like a mourner; like one who mourns for his
mother, | was bowed down in gloom. 35:15 But when | was stricken, they rejoiced and even
gathered together against me; the wicked, who belittle me with their words, and I knew it not,
as if they cut my skin without drawing blood. 35:16 With smooth words and haughtiness and
mockery, they grind their teeth against me. (EMC)

Septuagint
35:11 dvootdvteg paptupeg dotkol & ovK €yivookov Npodtov pe 35:12 dvronedidosdv pot

movnpd avti kaAdv Kol dtekviay Th yoyf pov 35:13 &yd 0¢ €v 1@ avToNS TOPEVOYAETY Ot
€veduounv clikkov Kol Etameitvouy €v vinoteig TV Yoynv LoV Koi 1) TPOGEVYT LoV £ig KOATOV
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Tehillim / Psalms 35:11-16

35:11 Unjust witnesses arose, and asked me of things | new not. 35:12 They rewarded me evil
for good, and bereavement to my soul. 35:13 But I, when they troubled me, put on sackcloth,
and humbled my soul with fasting: and my prayer shall return to my own bosom. 35:14 | be-
haved agreeably towards them as if it had been our neighbour or brother: I humbled myself
as one mourning and sad of countenance. 35:15 Yet they rejoiced against me, and plagues
were plentifully brought against me, and | knew it not: they were scattered, but repented not.
35:16 They tempted me, they sneered at me most contemptuously, they gnashed their teeth
upon me. (LXX)

Both the Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint are interesting, the Rabbis translate David’s words saying
of the unrighteous men, 35:15 But when | was stricken, they rejoiced and even gathered together against
me; the wicked, who belittle me with their words, and | knew it not, as if they cut my skin without drawing
blood. (EMC) whereas the Septuagint states 35:15 Yet they rejoiced against me, and plagues were plentifully
brought against me, and | knew it not: they were scattered, but repented not. (LXX) It appears that the Rab-
bis who translated the Septuagint are drawing a parallel to the Torah on God visiting plagues upon Egypt,
or upon the people in the wilderness, and the people do not repent. The Rabbis who translated the Aramaic
Targum speak of words that cut the skin without drawing blood. Is it possible the Rabbis are paralleling the
making of a covenant agreement to the wicked who do not following God’s ways and speak words without
blood? Or maybe simply that words cut deep but do not draw blood to describe David’s feelings of being
slandered without ceasing? 35:15 But at my stumbling they rejoiced and gathered themselves together; The
smiters whom | did not know gathered together against me, They slandered me without ceasing. (NASB)

David continues saying that the wicked hate him without a cause (35:19), they open their mouths
against him (35:21), however it is the Lord who is his Judge (35:22-24). Tehillim / Psalms 35:17-24 states
IR ITR908 DIRY QYR 21 27R2 ATIR M DT DOTDIM OPRWR WHI 11WT AN M2 I T
XD AW N IRT PIR-YIN V) 03T 0900 X7 03 0 IR 03n ORI QY I p-mny
TYYT 33 0 PIIR-TX OIS WAIH-X T APKY 20 APPY ANKMNT | XD 17BN 09 22 1
DR-IMHY-ORY VIR AT ARTED IWIY 1D 2277 TN CIIR "wawn? AYR 35:17 Lord, how long will
You look on? Rescue my soul from their ravages, My only life from the lions. 35:18 I will give You thanks in
the great congregation; | will praise You among a mighty throng. 35:19 Do not let those who are wrongfully
my enemies rejoice over me; Nor let those who hate me without cause wink maliciously. 35:20 For they do
not speak peace, But they devise deceitful words against those who are quiet in the land. 35:21 They opened
their mouth wide against me; They said, ‘Aha, aha, our eyes have seen it!” 35:22 You have seen it, O Lord,
do not keep silent; O Lord, do not be far from me. 35:23 Stir up Yourself, and awake to my right And to my
cause, my God and my Lord. 35:24 Judge me, O Lord my God, according to Your righteousness, And do not
let them rejoice over me. (NASB) Scripture reference study bibles state that Yeshua’s words in John 15:25
is a reference to Tehillim / Psalms 35:19. It is interesting how David’s Psalm is speaking of those who do
evil things to him without cause. They do not speak peace, they are deceitful against the innocent or those
who are quiet, those who are at peace, and they are looking for reasons to accuse him (35:21). This seems
to be the context with which Yeshua was speaking his words to the disciples in John 15:18-16:1.

John 15:18-16:1
15:18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 15:19 “If
you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world,
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but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 15:20 ‘Remember the
word that | said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.” If they persecuted Me, they
will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 15:21 ‘But all these
things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent
Me. 15:22 “If | had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they
have no excuse for their sin. 15:23 “‘He who hates Me hates My Father also. 15:24 “If | had
not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now
they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well. 15:25 ‘But they have done this to
fulfill the word that is written in their Law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.” 15:26 ‘When
the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who
proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 15:27 and you will testify also, because
you have been with Me from the beginning. 16:1 ‘These things | have spoken to you so that
you may be kept from stumbling. (NASB)

Yeshua says that we will see persecution, the world hates us because it has hated Yeshua first. An interest-
ing parallel here with regard to Yeshua the Living Word of God (John 1:1-14), the world hates the Word of
God, God’s ways, his instruction (Torah), therefore the world would also hate the Word become flesh, Ye-
shua the Messiah. It is also interesting that David says 35:24 Judge me, O Lord my God, according to Your
righteousness, And do not let them rejoice over me. (NASB) Both the Aramaic Targum (JNP7¥2 °N° N7 72
DY NI R 979K 7177°) and the Septuagint (35:25 pn) sinaicoy £v kopdiong adTdv evye vye TH Woyd MUY
unoe einacav katemiopev avtov) agree with the Masoretic text, David is asking the Lord to judge him ac-
cording to God’s righteousness. Is this a form or substitutionary righteousness that we understand from the
Apostolic Writings?

Aramaic Targum
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Tehillim / Psalms 35:17-24

35:17 O Lord, how long will you watch? Deliver my soul from their calamities, my body from
the lion’s whelps. 35:18 | will give thanks in your presence in the great assembly; among a
mighty people I will praise you. 35:19 Let not my enemies rejoice over me [with] a lie — those
who hate me without cause, winking with their eyes. 35:20 For they do not speak peace; and
against the righteous of the earth who have rest in this world they plot devious things. 35:21
And they have opened their mouth wide against me [and] said, ““Joy! Joy! Our eye has seen
it!”” 35:22 You have seen, O Lord, do not be silent; O Lord, be not far from me. 35:23 Wake
and be alert to my cause, O my God; the Lord is the victor in my dispute. 35:24 Judge me by
your generosity, O Lord my God, and they will not rejoice over me. (EMC)

Septuagint
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Tehillim / Psalms 35:17-24

35:17 O Lord, when wilt thou look upon me? Deliver my soul from their mischief, mine on-
ly-begotten one from the lions. 35:18 | will give thanks to thee even in a great congregation:
in an abundant people I will praise thee. 35:19 Let not them that are mine enemies without a
cause rejoice against me; who hate me for nothing, and wink with their eyes. 35:20 For to me
they spoke peaceably, but imagined deceits in their anger. 35:21 And they opened wide their
mouth upon me; they said Aha, aha, our eyes have seen it. 35:22 Thou hast seen it, O Lord:
keep not silence: O Lord, withdraw not thyself from me. 35:23 Awake, O Lord, and attend to
my judgment, even to my cause, my God and my Lord. 35:24 Judge me, O Lord, according to
thy righteousness, O Lord my God; and let them not rejoice against me. (LXX)

What is interesting is in Tehillim / Psalms 7:8, David asks that the Lord judge him according to his righ-
teousness, whereas here he asks the Lord to judge him according to God’s righteousness. The Apostle Paul
wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:21 saying *'tov un yvovta auaptiov DIEp MUV apoptiov énoinoey, iva NUES
yevouedo dikatoovvn Beod év avt@d. 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him. (NASB) Paul said that Yeshua was made ““sin” (aupoptiov,
amartian) or in other words, He was made an offering or a sacrifice for sin. This might be the understand-
ing that David has regarding the righteousness of God? Most likely so since David studied the Torah and
knew of the Sacrificial system intimately. Note that there are many passages in the Tanach where the word
“sin” (apoptio, amartia) is used in the sense of a sin-offering, or a sacrifice for sin. For example, Hosea 4:8
says, Gpoptiog Aaod pov eayovtal Kol &v Toig adikiog adTtdv AfyovTot Tag yoydg avtdv 4:8 They feed
on the sin of My people And direct their desire toward their iniquity. (NASB) the phrase ““They eat up the sin
(apaptiag, amartias) of my people™ is a reference to the sin-offerings in the Torah (see also Ezekiel 43:22,
43:25, 44:29, 45:22-23, and 45:25).
David concludes the Psalm saying 32> 12 :37131¥92 1K°-98 W01 NRT 0272 1HR-OR 11D
YT 27 TN 1WA SRTY RO MW 1N 1D LY DOPTIT NI MWL SNy maw 17 | 179
09 0P-22 TRTY 133 21w 1o 372y 0i9W yond 35:25 Do not let them say in their heart, ‘Aha,
our desire!” Do not let them say, ‘We have swallowed him up!” 35:26 Let those be ashamed and humiliated
altogether who rejoice at my distress; Let those be clothed with shame and dishonor who magnify them-
selves over me. 35:27 Let them shout for joy and rejoice, who favor my vindication; And let them say con-
tinually, ‘The Lord be magnified, Who delights in the prosperity of His servant.” 35:28 And my tongue shall
declare Your righteousness And Your praise all day long. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint
say the following:

Aramaic Targum

=N PIWIONC PNTR 1D INY RIMA PN RDT RNDPT RIWDI DRI 292 1 RS 1D
AN NI WD 1D 0¥ 12727017 RDIDOIY RN WA MW DY 1IN RIMD PWId
X1 9910 JNPTY 1370 CIWODY MO OTAVT RADW C2XT TIPT XIPY 900 ROTN PN IR

aafalgmivaly
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Tehillim / Psalms 35:25-28

35:25 Let them not say in their heart, ““Our soul is glad”’; lest they say, “We have finished
him.” 35:26 Let those who rejoice at my harm be ashamed and subdued together; let those
who vaunt themselves over me be clothed with shame and disgrace. 35:27 May those who
seek my vindication be glad and rejoice and say always, “May the glory of the Lord be great,
he who desires the peace of his servant.”” 35:28 And my tongue will sing of your generosity,
all the day of your praise. (EMC)

Septuagint

35:25 un einoucav &v kapdioug avtdv ebye gvye T Woyd Nuév undé sinoicay kotemiopey
avtov 35:26 aioyvvBeinoov Kol €vipameincav Guo ol €myaipovies TOig KOKOIG MOV
g&vovsachmoay aicyvvny Kai Evipomny oi peyaroppnuovodvieg ém’ Eué 35:27ayolAdcovto
Kai evepavieinoav ol BELOVTES TNV SIKOLOGVLVNV LOL Kol EITATOCAY Ol ToVTOS LeYOAVVONT®
0 KVP10G o1 BELovVTES TNV €ip vV TOD 0000V oV TOD 35:28 Kai 1] YADGGA LoV HEAETHOEL TV
KOGV GOV OANV TNV NUEPAV TOV ETAVOV GOV

Tehillim / Psalms 35:25-28

35:25 Let them not say in their hearts, Aha, aha, it is pleasing to our soul: neither let them
say, We have devoured him. 35:26 Let them be confounded and ashamed together that rejoice
at my afflictions: let them be clothed with shame and confusion that speak great swelling
words against me. 35:27 Let them that rejoice in my righteousness exult and be glad: and let
them say continually, The Lord be magnified, who desire the peace of his servant. 35:28 And
my tongue shall meditate on thy righteousness, and on thy praise all the day. (LXX)

David says :371¥22 1WK°-2R 12W01 NR7 0272 3MR°-58 115 35:25 Do not let them say in their heart,
‘Aha, our desire!’” Do not let them say, “We have swallowed him up!” (NASB) and he uses the word 1] that
is translated as ““Aha” which is a word used in a conversation to express emotion or feeling and in Hebrew

means “Hurray!” He is essentially asking the Lord that his enemies not say ““Hurray our Souls™ (NX3

11¥93) and the Aramaic Targum agrees translating as “Our soul is glad/rejoices™ (X1wd1 NX>71). The Sep-
tuagint has David saying ““Aha aha, it is pleasing to our soul.”” Here he restates the prayer of the preceding
verses asking the Lord to defend him and his righteous cause. David seems to indicate that he is being sub-
jected to suffering (35:17-22) and he sets the righteousness of God before him. Why do you think David
sets the righteousness of God before him? The reason may be that based upon God’s righteousness, He
(God) cannot altogether abandon the innocent, the upright and the just. He knows that the righteousness of
God will never fail and it is upon His righteousness that our deliverance depends. Because our deliverance
is based in the righteousness of God, the Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the Thessalonians exhorting the
faithful to be patient in 2 Thessalonian 1:5-10.

2 Thessalonian 1:5-10

1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 1:6 For after all it is
only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 1:7 and to give relief to you
who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with
His mighty angels in flaming fire, 1:8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God
and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 1:9 These will pay the penalty
of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
1:10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among
all who have believed for our testimony to you was believed. (NASB)
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Like David, Paul says that God will repay with affliction those who afflict you. Note how the final state of
the wicked according to David is 35:26 Let those be ashamed and humiliated altogether who rejoice at my
distress; Let those be clothed with shame and dishonor who magnify themselves over me. (NASB) Shame,
humiliation, and dishonor are to the wicked. Paul says that Yeshua will return from heaven with His mighty
angels in flaming fire dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and who do not obey the gospel
of Yeshua. Therefore, the more they vaunt themselves, the more they provoke the wrath of God against
themselves. David argues using the righteousness of God with good reason because the Lord is trustworthy.
His use of the righteousness of God is encouraging for us today. We can trust and hope in the Lord for his
support and answer in prayer and can say along with David :30%:70 01°3-72 7278 7370 *3W? 11> 35:28
And my tongue shall declare Your righteousness And Your praise all day long. (NASB) Truly the Lord is
worthy of honor and praise forever because He sent to us His Son Yeshua the Messiah to make payment for
our sins! Amen! Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Truly You are worthy to be praised! Lord, we thank You for the desire to have a relationship with
You, please forgive us for the uncleanness of our hearts and renew and restore to us the Joy of Your salva-
tion. Help us to live holy and righteous lives but not only on the outside, also on the inside. Thank You
for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the salvation You have provided according to Your
righteousness. Thank You Lord for paying the covenant price for the forgiveness of our sins. Help us to
dedicate our lives to You and fill us with Your presence each day. We praise Your Holy Name and give You
all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

skosk sk sk sk sk oskoskosk ook ookoskoskosk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ook skoskosk sk sk ok ook sk sk sk sk ok ok ok o3k
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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