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You have known the troubles of my soul!

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 31:1-25, the opening verses state : 7177 11217 0¥IN2 X

109D INRTRA 0L IWIAR-PX 000 7V 2 2 For the choir director: A Psalm of David. 31:1 In You,
O Lord, I have taken refuge,; Let me never be ashamed; In Your righteousness deliver me. (NASB) David
seeks refuge in the Lord never to be ashamed and because of the Lord’s righteousness He will deliver him.
David requests that the Lord rescue him quickly, be his rock of strength, and stronghold to save (37:2). He
then declares the Lord to be these things and that He will lead and guide him (3/:3). He describes the trap

that his enemies have set for him saying 7072 °717 TROR 7722 1 707 7AR-2 97 3100 17 DY 1X0%iA 1
PR PR M NI 31:4 You will pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, For You are my

strength. 31:5 Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have ransomed me, O Lord, God of truth. (NASB) 1t
is those who trust in idols that set these traps (3/:7). According to David, the Lord knows our afflictions
and the trouble of our souls (3/:7), the Lord has not given us over to our enemies (3/:8). He requests that
the Lord be gracious to him because his body and soul are wasted away in grief. It is because of his iniquity
that his body wastes away (3/:10-11). How does the body waste away because of iniquity? David says that
he hears the words of his enemies and that they scheme to do him harm (3/:72-13). He responds saying 10
TIID-Y T TN T 9T WINT D TRy TR T 0N T DY T 0003 Y | 1)
DIRWY 17 DOYYN WY ORI 0D IWIAR-DR 73 10 I902 21N 31:14 But as for me, 1 trust in You,
O Lord, I say, ‘You are my God.’ 31:15 My times are in Your hand, Deliver me from the hand of my enemies
and from those who persecute me. 31:16 Make Your face to shine upon Your servant; Save me in Your lov-
ingkindness. 31:17 Let me not be put to shame, O Lord, for I call upon You, Let the wicked be put to shame,
let them be silent in Sheol. (NASB) David continues saying the things the Lord does for the righteous, He
causes lying lips to be silent (37.18), He hides the righteous in secret place which is His presence away from
the conspiracies of men (3/:/9-20). David concludes the Psalm saying 37/:21 Blessed be the Lord, For He
has made marvelous His lovingkindness to me in a besieged city. 31:22 As for me, I said in my alarm, ‘I am
cut off from before Your eyes’; Nevertheless You heard the voice of my supplications When I cried to You.
31:23 O love the Lord, all you His godly ones! The Lord preserves the faithful And fully recompenses the
proud doer. 31:24 Be strong and let your heart take courage, All you who hope in the Lord. (NASB) If we
seek the Lord in purity of heart and in innocence we can take courage that the Lord has heard our prayers!
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31:5 &ig yelpbg cov TopadNGopaL TO TVEDUA
HoL EATPOo® e KOple O Bg0g TG aAnOeiog
31:6 épionoag  TOLG  SPLAACGOVTOG
potodtTog O Kevilg &yd o0& Eml Td
kopi® Hfimoo  31:7  ayodldoopor Kol
gvppavOncopa €mi @ ELEel cov OTL EmEideg
NV TOTEVOGTY POV £60G0G K TV VoYK@V
v yoynv pov 31:8 kai 00 cvvEKAEIGEG L
glg xeipog £xOpod €otnoog &v €DHPLYOPW®
ToVg odag pov 31:9 éhéncov pe kopie OtL
OABopon €rapdybn &v Bopd®d O OPOaAuOG
HOL M Wyuyn Hov kai 1 yaotip pov 31:10 6t
€EéMmey v 000V 1 {on pov kol ta T pov
€v otevaypoic Nobévnoey év mrtoyeia 1 ioydg
pov Kol e 0otd pov Eropdydncav 31:11
mopa TovTag Tovg Ex0podc pov Eysvionv
veldog Kol Toig Yeitosiv Hov GeOdpa. Kol
@OP0og 101G YVOGTOIG 1oL o1 Hempodvtég pe
£Em Epuyov am’ éuod 31:12 énelnodnv mosl
VEKPOG GO Kopdiog EyevnOny doel okedog
amoAwAog 31:13 411 fikovoa Yoyov TOAAGDY
TOPOIKOVVT®V KVKAOOEY &V T( EmcuvayOijvor
oOTOVG Gpa €1 £ue TOD AaPETV TNV YoV Hov
éBovievoavto 31:14 éyom d¢ énl o€ fiAmoa
KOp1e €m0 oV 16 B£6¢ pov 31:15 dv taic yepoiv
60V o1 Kapoi pov pdoai pe €k yepog ExOpdv
pov Kol €k T@V Katadlwkoviov pe 31:16
EMiQavVOV T0 TPOCGMOTOV GOV Ml TOV 0DAOV
ooV oGOV e v T €Aéel cov 31:17 khpie
un katoioyvvheiny Ot €mekaAechuny oe
aioyvvbeinoav ol doePeic kai kataydeincov
€lg Goov 31:18 dhara yevnOntm ta yeldn o
oM T¢ AokodvTa KoTo Tod dtkaiov dvopiov
&v vmepnoavig koi €Eovdevacel 31:19 g
oA 1O TAN00G THG XPNOTOTNTOS GOV KLPLE
N¢ Expuyag Toic PoPovpévolg oe SEEPYEcm
10ig éAmilovow éml o€ €vaviiov T®V VIGV
v aviporov 31:20 katokphyelg aTovg &V
ATOKPVP® TOD TPOGMOTOV GOV GO TAPUYTG
avOpdnOV ckendoelg aOTOVG €V OKNVI] OO
avtiloyiog yhooodv 31:21 edhoyntog kOpLog
411 é0avpdctooey 10 Edeog avToD Ev TOAEL
neployfic 31:22 éyd 8¢ sima &v Tf] £KoTAGEL
LoV GIEPPYLUOL Gpa GO TPOSHTOL THOV
0p0aAp®Y cov S0 TodTo gionKovoag TG
QWVIIG TG d0eNoEDMS LoV &V TR KEKPOYEVOL
pe mpog 6 31:23  dyomnoate tOV KOpLovV
mavteg ol 6otot avtod Otl dAnbdeiog Exlntel
KOpLog Kol Gvtomodid®woy Toig TEPIocdg
nowdow  Omepnoaviav 31:24  avdpilecbe
Kol Kkpotaovchm 1| kapdia VPOV Thvteg ol
€amiCovteg €ml KOplov
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Tehillim / Psalms 31

For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 31:1 In
You, O Lord, I have taken refuge; Let me never be
ashamed; In Your righteousness deliver me. 31:2
Incline Your ear to me, rescue me quickly; Be to
me a rock of strength, A stronghold to save me.
31:3 For You are my rock and my fortress; For
Your name’s sake You will lead me and guide me.
31:4 You will pull me out of the net which they
have secretly laid for me, For You are my strength.
31:5 Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have
ransomed me, O Lord, God of truth. 31:6 I hate
those who regard vain idols, But I trust in the Lord.
31:7 I will rejoice and be glad in Your lovingkind-
ness, Because You have seen my affliction; You
have known the troubles of my soul, 31:8 And You
have not given me over into the hand of the en-
emy; You have set my feet in a large place. 31:9
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress;
My eye is wasted away from grief, my soul and my
body also. 31:10 For my life is spent with sorrow
And my years with sighing; My strength has failed
because of my iniquity, And my body has wasted
away. 31:11 Because of all my adversaries, I have
become a reproach, Especially to my neighbors,
And an object of dread to my acquaintances; Those
who see me in the street flee from me. 31:12 I am
forgotten as a dead man, out of mind; I am like a
broken vessel. 31:13 For I have heard the slander
of many, Terror is on every side; While they took
counsel together against me, They schemed to take
away my life. 31:14 But as for me, I trust in You,
O Lord, I say, “You are my God.” 31:15 My times
are in Your hand; Deliver me from the hand of my
enemies and from those who persecute me. 31:16
Make Your face to shine upon Your servant; Save
me in Your lovingkindness. 31:17 Let me not be
put to shame, O Lord, for I call upon You; Let
the wicked be put to shame, let them be silent in
Sheol. 31:18 Let the lying lips be mute, Which
speak arrogantly against the righteous With pride
and contempt. 31:19 How great is Your goodness,
Which You have stored up for those who fear You,
Which You have wrought for those who take refuge
in You, Before the sons of men! 31:20 You hide
them in the secret place of Your presence from the
conspiracies of man; You keep them secretly in a
shelter from the strife of tongues. 31:21 Blessed be
the Lord, For He has made marvelous His loving-
kindness to me in a besieged city. 31:22 As for me,
I said in my alarm, ‘I am cut off from before Your
eyes’; Nevertheless You heard the voice of my sup-
plications When I cried to You. 31:23 O love the
Lord, all you His godly ones! The Lord preserves
the faithful And fully recompenses the proud doer.
31:24 Be strong and let your heart take courage, All
you who hope in the Lord. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 31

31:1 For praise; a psalm of David. 31:2 In your
word, O Lord, I have placed my hope; I will never
be disappointed; by your generosity save me. 31:3
Incline your ear to me, in haste save me. Be for me
a strong fortress, a fortified stronghold to redeem
me. 31:4 For you are my strength and trust; and
for the sake of your name, guide me and sustain
me. 31:5 Take me out of this net that they spread
for me, for you are my strength. 31:6 Into your
hand I will place my spirit; you have redeemed me,
O Lord, true God. 31:7 I hate those who observe
practices that are like vanity and lies; but I have
relied on the Lord. 31:8 I will rejoice and be glad in
your kindness, for you have seen my affliction, you
know the troubles of my soul. 31:9 And you have
not handed me over to the hand of my enemy; you
have made my feet stand in a broad place. 31:10
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in distress.
My eye is wasted from agitation; my soul and my
belly are destroyed. 31:11 For my life is ended in
misery, and my years in sighing; my strength has
failed because of my sin, and my limbs are used up.
31:12 T have become a more shameful thing than
all my oppressors, and more so to my neighbors —a
fearful thing to those who know me, those who see
me in the street flee from my presence. 31:13 I am
forgotten like a dead man from the mind; I have
become like a broken vessel of the potter. 31:14
Because I have heard an evil report which many
peoples say about me; terror is all around when
they gather together against me; they have planned
to take my soul. 31:15 But I have put my trust in
you, O Lord; I said, “You are my God.” 31:16 In
your hand are the times of my redemption; save
me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.
31:17 Shine your countenance on your servant; re-
deem me by your goodness. 31:18 O Lord, I will
not be disappointed, for I have called upon you;
let the wicked be disappointed, let them be silent
and descend to Sheol. 31:19 Let the lips of false-
hood be stopped up, [the lips] that speak slander
against the righteous in pride and contempt. 31:20
How great is your goodness that you have hidden
for those that fear you; you have acted for those
who hope in you, to pay them a good reward in
front of the sons of men. 31:21 You will hide them
in a hiding place in the time of your anger from
troops of warriors; you will conceal them as in a
shelter from the strife of tongues. 31:22 Blessed be
the Lord, for he has exhibited his kindness to me in
the walled city. 31:23 And I thought when I sought
to flee, I have been eliminated from the presence
of your glory; [but] in truth you heard the sound of
my prayer when I made supplication to you. 31:24
Love the Lord, all his devotees; the Lord keeps the
faithful from harm, and pays back the haughty who
act proudly. 31:25 Be strong, and let your mind be
sturdy, all you who have confidence in the word of
the Lord. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 31

For the end, a Psalm of David, an utterance of ex-
treme fear. 31:1 O Lord, I have hoped in thee; let
me never be ashamed: deliver me in thy righteous-
ness and rescue me. 31:2 Incline thine ear to me;
make haste to rescue me: be thou to me for a pro-
tecting God, and for a house of refuge to save me.
31:3 For thou art my strength and my refuge; and
thou shalt guide me for thy name’s sake, and main-
tain me. 31:4 Thou shalt bring me out of the snare
which they have hidden for me; for thou, O Lord,
art my defender. 31:5 Into thine hands I will com-
mit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O Lord God
of truth. 31:6 Thou has hated them that idly persist
in vanities: but I have hoped in the Lord. 31:7 I will
exult and be glad in thy mercy: for thou hast looked
upon mine affliction; thou hast saved my soul from
distresses. 31:8 And thou hast not shut me up into
the hands of the enemy: thou hast set my feet in a
wide place. 31:9 Pity me, O Lord, for I am afflict-
ed: my eye is troubled with indignation, my soul
and by belly. 31:10 For my life is spent with grief,
and my years with groanings: my strength has been
weakened through poverty, and my bones are trou-
bled. 31:11 I became a reproach among all mine
enemies, but exceedingly so to my neighbours,
and a fear to mine acquaintance: they that saw me
without fled from me. 31:12 I have been forgotten
as a dead man out of mind: I am become as a bro-
ken vessel. 31:13 For I heard the slander of many
that dwelt round about: when they were gathered
together against me, they took counsel to take my
life. 31:14 But I hoped in thee, O Lord: I said, Thou
art my God. 31:15 My lots are in thy hands: deliver
me from the hand of mine enemies, 31:16 and from
them that persecute me. Make thy face to shine
upon thy servant: save me in thy mercy. 31:17
O Lord, let me not be ashamed, for I have called
upon thee: let the ungodly be ashamed, and brought
down to Hades. 31:18 Let the deceitful lips become
dumb, which speak iniquity against the righteous
with pride and scorn. 31:19 How abundant is the
multitude of thy goodness, O Lord, which thou hast
laid up for them that fear thee! thou hast wrought
it out for them that hope on thee, in the presence of
the sons of men. 31:20 Thou wilt hide them in the
secret of thy presence from the vexation of man:
thou wilt screen them in a tabernacle from the con-
tradiction of tongues. 31:21 Blessed be the Lord:
for he has magnified his mercy in a fortified city.
31:22 But I said in my extreme fear, I am cast out
from the sight of thine eyes: therefore thou didst
hearken, O Lord, to the voice of my supplication
when I cried to thee. 31:23 Love the Lord, all ye his
saints: for the Lord seeks for truth, and renders a
reward to them that deal very proudly. 31: 24 Be of
good courage, and let your heart be strengthened,
all ye that hope in the Lord. (LXX)

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 31:1-25, the opening verses state : 7177 2177 7%102 X

109D NPT 09I AWIAR-OR NP0 N N2 2 For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 31:1 In You,
O Lord, I have taken refuge,; Let me never be ashamed,; In Your righteousness deliver me. (NASB) David
seeks refuge in the Lord never to be ashamed and because of the Lord’s righteousness He will deliver him.
What does it mean that “because of the Lord’s righteousness He will deliver?” (*J079 7NR7%2) It is inter-
esting that the Hebrew word used for “deliver me” (°J099) is from the root word 0?5 meaning “escape”
as in escaping his enemies, therefore David is saying that the Lord, because of His righteousness, He will
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help him to escape from his enemies, from trials and troubles, this is a form of rescuing in a time of need.
According to Tehillim / Psalms 34:17 David said :07°X7 oning-2m yn¥ MmN Wy 1 34:17 The righ-
teous cry, and the Lord hears And delivers them out of all their troubles. (NASB) and in Tehillim / Psalms
107:6 it says :07°%> D7°NIPIXND D9 IR IV-98 WYNN 1 107:6 Then they cried out to the Lord in their
trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses. (NASB) We can conclude that when the righteous cry for
help, the Lord hears and delivers. When we think of “the Lord who delivers” it naturally makes us think
about spiritual “deliverance and salvation” of the Lord. Thinking on this topic of deliverance and salvation,
leads to what the Scriptures say regarding the “Kingdom of Heaven” or “Kingdom of God.” 1f you were
asked to describe the Kingdom of Heaven, deliverance, and salvation, according to the Bible, how would
you answer that question? How would modern Christianity today answer that question? Would there be
a difference between your answer and what has been taught from the pulpit? Many people believe that
Yeshua taught the Kingdom of God is something that exists only in heaven and it is something that we will
one day attain but we are still waiting for today. On the other hand, in Luke 17:20-21, Yeshua taught the
following saying, **Enepwtn0eic 8¢ vmo tdv Dapioaiov mote Epyetal 1 Pacireio Tod Ogod dmekpidn avtolg
kai ginev, Odk Epyetar 1) Poctreio Tod Ogod petd mopatnpricens, >'ovds épodoty, 1800 mde: #j, 'Exel: idov
vop 1 Pactreio Tod Oeod &viog VUGV eotwv. “Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom
of God would come, He answered them and said, ‘The kingdom of God does not come with observation;
nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.’” It is interesting
that according to the Greek text, Yeshua said €vtoc (entos) which translates “within” or “in the midst of”
you. Inthe Apostolic Writings, Yeshua explained that the Kingdom of Heaven was coupled with repentance
(Matthew 3:2, 4:17). The Kingdom of Heaven is within you, in your midst, and thus the message of the
gospel is something that “we /ive ” as the children of God. This means that the kingdom of God is available
to us right here, right now, we do not have to wait until after we die in order to experience the Kingdom of
Heaven and the promises of God. We have access to the promises of God right now in our lives in Yeshua
the Messiah! There is healing available today for every individual, the power of God is here now to deliver
us from any kind of distress or trouble, just like David is saying in the Psalms. In addition to this, often we
hear it said by the anti-missionaries that “if Yeshua was the Messiah, why has he not brought peace to this
world?” They say that the rabbis state the Messiah will bring peace to the world and between men. It is
interesting, according to the Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 37a we read the following.

Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 37a
72K 179R2 21007 1PHY 797 T HRIWR DR WHI TARNT 9w T700 070 0IX X121 0900
X970 0P 129K 21057 1Y T9Yn T DRI DOR W1 0P 01,8010 0w

“For this reason was man created alone, to teach you that whosoever destroys a single soul,
Scripture imputes (guilt) to him as though he had destroyed a complete world; and whoso-
ever preserves a single soul, Scripture ascribes (merit) to him as though he had preserved a
complete world.”

According to the rabbis in the Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 37a, each person is considered an entire world.
Yeshua the Messiah did in fact make peace with the entire world, in “our” entire world, in our lives! In
doing this he has also made peace between men, between those who have made Him Lord of their lives!
You can experience this and the Kingdom of Heaven, if you are willing to make Him Lord of your life, to
rule and to reign in your midst. Note how this is the very concept of Yeshua’s words when He said €vtog
(entos), in our midst, all of our lives are to be lived for Him, we serve Him, He guides and directs us in His
ways, by His Holy Spirit, we have the power of God to overcome sin, He can and does deliver us each day,
etc. The Messiah has in fact, according to the Holy Scriptures and according to the Rabbis (Sanhedrin 37a),
brought peace to each man who is rabbinically considered a complete world! When we being to think about
the Scriptures from this perspective, it is possible to answer the anti-missionaries even from a rabbinic per-
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spective. According to the Apostolic Writings, the Holy Spirit lives inside of us, if we abide in Christ and
Christ abides in us. The Holy Spirit sets us on fire for the Lord and we burn in zeal for the things of God
because our entire world has been changed and when our world has been changed our perspective of the
world around us changes also. Has this happened to you yet in your life and walk in Christ? Everything in
life, everything we do, and everyone we come in contact with should be influenced because the Lord lives
€vtog (entos), in our midst. Does this sound like what Paul was saying to the Colossians in Colossians
3:14-17 “émi mdowv 6€ TOVTOIS TV Ayanny, 6 0TV 6VVOEGHOG TG TEAEIOTTOG. Pkai 1) €ipvn Tod Xptotod
Bpapevétm év Toic kKapdioug VUMV, g fiv kol EkANONnTe v €vi ompott: Kol evyapiotot yivesbe. 190 Adyog
00 Xp1otod &vorkeitm v LUV TAoVGimG, &v mhoT coeia 6104cKoVTEG Kol VOLOETODVTES £0VTOVS YOALOTC,
DUVOLg, MO TvevpoTkaic v [Th] xéprrt ddovTeg €v Taig Kapdiong VU@V Td Oed: kol mtav & TL E0v TotTjTE &V
AOY® 1j v Epym, mavta v ovopatt Kupiov Incod, evyapiotodvieg 1@ Bed matpi o1” avtod. 3:14 Beyond all
these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell
within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. (NASB) Yeshua said in Luke 6:45 0
dyaBo¢ dvBpwmoc £k tod dyafod Oncavpod Tiic Kapding TpoeEpet TO dyaddv, kal O TovPOS &K TOD TOVIPOD
TPOPEPEL TO TOVIPOV: €K VAP TEPLGGELLLATOS Kapdiog AaLel TO otOpa avTod. ‘The good man out of the good
treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is
evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart. (NASB) 1f our world is changed, everything we do
will be in the name of the Lord and the good treasure the Lord deposits in our hearts will be brought forth.
When your world is created new you are given a testimony to give to others of how the Lord is working in
and through you. Praise the Lord!

In Tehillim / Psalms 31, David requests that the Lord rescue him quickly, to be his rock of strength,
and a stronghold to save (3/:2). He then declares the Lord to be these things and that He will lead and guide

him (31:3). The Scriptures say :>J¥*Wi7 NITIX7 N°27 1iwn-1387 | °7 777 *12°%7 7707 T8 | 9% 7ug 2

DI20I07 CATIN AW YA RN NTINN YR T 31:2 Incline Your ear to me, rescue me quickly; Be to
me a rock of strength, A stronghold to save me. 31:3 For You are my rock and my fortress; For Your name's
sake You will lead me and guide me. (NASB) 1t is interesting in Tehillim / Psalms 31:2 (3) that David says

the Lord is his “rock of strength” (1791-71%Y9) whereas in Tehillim / Psalms 31:3 (4) David says “You are
my rock and my fortress” (DY *NTIXNI “¥70-3) using two different words for the work rock MY “rock,
cliff: fortress” and Y90 “rock, petro; boulder, cliff.” Note that according to Parashat Haazinu we read from
Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:4 X7 W P78 21 TR] 7308 OX 0OWH 1°277-22 02 19y op MRT T
32:4 ‘The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice,
Righteous and upright is He. (NASB) According to this verse from the Torah, “the deeds of the ¥ (Rock)
are perfect...” The Targum Onkelos translates WX tzur as “Mighty One, R2’pPR” 11721V 1N2WT RDpA T
N WERY 2TDTRTINT PRI K7 Y VTR RIPIR K28 RPT NPIN7R 1) meaning God, Who
is referred to as a 73X Tzur, which literally means “rock.” In our prayers we find this expression as well, for

instance, PR NX “Tzur Yisrael,” the “Rock of Israel.” Maimonides (Ramban) understands this to mean
that God is the “rock from which all things are made, the source of all that exists” (Guide for the Perplexed
1:16, http://’www.sefaria.org/Guide for the Perplexed.l1.16.1, accessed November 20, 2013). In addition
to these things, it is interesting to note something in the rabbinic literature regarding the rock, the children
of Israel, and the wilderness, according to Midrash Rabba Bamidbar 1.2.

Midrash Rabba, Bamidbar 1.2
N2323NMY N NN PRd Y90 WY R N0 IR, ITYY 20700 K9 (D 0271 ow)
I¥M2 Y W X2 YO0T NN 00 7AW 1OWHM 20010 2O93757 1AW 1191 NIY0N2 OnnY DR
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“How was the well constructed? It was rock-shaped like a kind of bee-hive, and wherever
they journeyed it rolled along and came with them. When the standards [under which the
tribes journeyed] halted and the tabernacle was set up, that same rock would come and settle
down in the court of the Tent of Meeting and the princes would come and stand upon it and
say, Rise up, O well, and it would rise.”

In addition to this, the Targum Jonathan expands upon Bamidbar / Numbers 21:19 to describe the rock or
“well” that “followed” them (the children of Israel) saying:

“From the time that the well in Mattanah was given them, it was made again to them brooks
that were overflowing and violent; and again it went up unto the tops of the mountains, and
went down with them into the valleys...”

TR RNMI RN ROIMOAT KD RPNV 1772%Y PI0°A% NI RINAY P2 N2TPNRT 1)
TPIOWN YN 7MY T 20 PN ROPWwAY DRAWOT RNOPWR 97 XA XN

So the rabbis who translated Targum Jonathan use a parable to say that these waters that proceeded from
the rock followed Israel and gave them life giving waters. In the Tosefta, the tradition is related as follows
(Note, the Tosefta is the rabbinic commentary on the Mishnah compiled in the 5th century A.D. Sukkah 3.11,
cited in Strack and Billerbeck, Kommentar zum Neuen Testament, vol. 3, p. 406, cf. Neusner, p.220):

“It was likewise with the well that was with the children of Israel in the wilderness, it [the
well] was like a rock that was full of holes like a sieve from which water trickled and arose as
from the opening of a flask. It [the rock-well] ascended with them to the top of the hills and
descended with them into the valleys, wherever Israel tarried there it tarried over against the
entrance to the tabernacle”

According to these references from the rabbis, there appears to be a Midrashic tradition dating back to the
time of the translating of the Targums (Aramaic translations) and of the Talmud, that the parable of the rock
that followed Israel giving them life giving waters was taught to the children of Isracl. What is interesting is
that according to the Apostolic Writings, it appears that the Apostle Paul utilizes the rabbinic midrash while
speaking to the Corinthians in / Corinthians 10:1-4. What is interesting to note is that the first Century
people would have been familiar with this parable of the rock that followed Israel.

1 Corinthians 10:1-4

10:1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud
and all passed through the sea, 10:2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in
the sea; 10:3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 10:4 and all drank the same spiritual drink,
for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them, and the rock was Christ.
(NASB)

100 B&Am yap DUAG Gryvoely, adedpot, 8Tt ol TaTépeg UMY TAVTEG VIO TNV VEPEAV Roav Kol
navteg 010 g Baddoong StfjAbov, *kai mavteg gic tov Mobofv épanticOnoay &v i) vepéin
Kol év Tfj OaAdoon, *kal mavteg TO avTto TvevpaTIKOV Bpdpo Eeoyov, ‘Kol mhvteg TO avTod
TVELLLOTIKOV IOV TOUAL: EMVOV Yap €K TVELIATIKTG dkolovOovong métpag: 1 métpa 8¢ v
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What is interesting is how Paul is drawing upon rabbinic tradition to illustrate what Yeshua the Messiah
has done for God’s people. It also seems that the rabbinic tradition regarding the “rock that followed”
is not problematic with “the rock as Christ” and the Apostle Paul is ascribing the deity of Yeshua as the
“Rock” that is a term that was reserved for the Lord God Almighty only. David says the Lord is his “rock
of strength” (1WWn-13%Y) and “You are my rock and my fortress” (AR *NTIXNI “Y70-3) seems to suggest
that He understood the Lord as a source of strength and life just like Paul is saying in / Corinthians 10 with
the help of the rabbinic midrash. Note also the phrase, “...that followed them” comes from the Greek word,
axolovbovong “akolouthouoses,” which means “fo follow one who precedes, join him as his attendant, or
accompany him.” The Apostle Paul is explaining to the Corinthians that the “rock” at Meribah was spiri-
tually patterned after Yeshua, that Yeshua comes along side of us and walks with us in life and therefore he
uses the parable as a description that directs our attention to Yeshua the Messiah. The Rock, who is God,
was a figure or shadow, of the Messiah in a similar way that the Pesach lamb prefigured Yeshua. In addition
to this, in the wilderness, the Rock was struck with the rod for the sake of Israel. Can you see the parallel
here in the biblical text, with the parable of the rabbis and the things that Yeshua did for us? Yeshua suffered
for our sakes (1 Peter 2:24), he is the life giving waters (John 4:10, 7:37-39, and Revelation 22:17). What
an awesome picture we see of Christ in the rabbinic literature and the Apostle Paul’s use of the tradition of
the rabbis to illustrate the power of God and Yeshua the Messiah.

The Aramaic translation of Tehillim / Psalms 31:3-4 states *¥D X°2177702 TJITIX °N17 “H¥KR 937 3
5932 11 99321 DR IR CHPINT DR N TN PN KD RIDMD WY TI37 21002 2D 5 0
N0 M N1 02T AW 31:3 Incline your ear to me, in haste save me. Be for me a strong fortress, a fortified
stronghold to redeem me. 31:4 For you are my strength and trust; and for the sake of your name, guide
me and sustain me. (EMC) and the Septuagint states *kATvov mpog e 10 ovg 60v Thyvvov Tod £EeAEcbon e
YevoD pot gig 00V VmepacTIGTAV Koi £ig 0lkoV KoTaELYTiG ToD odcai pe *6Tt KpoTainpd LoV Kol KoTapuyy
LoV £1 oD koi Evekev Tod dvOpaTOg Gov OdnyNoel pe kol Stodpéyelg pe 31:2 Incline thine ear to me; make
haste to rescue me: be thou to me for a protecting God, and for a house of refuge to save me. 31:3 For thou
art my strength and my refuge,; and thou shalt guide me for thy name's sake, and maintain me. (LXX) It is
interesting these translations do not speak of the rock in the way midrash rabbah does on Bamidbar / Num-
bers. In the Aramaic and Greek translations of Tehillim / Psalms 31:3-4, the rabbis do not read in the rock
with any messianic expectation (i.e. messianic aspect of the Rock of our Salvation). It is interesting though
that David says the Lord is his “rock of strength” (1%1-21%Y9) and “You are my rock and my fortress” (=3
TAN SNTIXM "Y90) suggesting that He understood the Lord as a source of strength, life, and hope. Today,
we too see the Lord as our strength, hope, and life because the Lord has made Christ our rock, our strength,
our life, and our salvation! Halleluia!

David continues describing the trap that his enemies have set for him saying 10V T DY ’JN’E?D 0

they have secretly lazd for me, For You are my strength. 315 Into Your hand I commit my spirit;, You have
ransomed me, O Lord, God of truth. (NASB) However, the Lord God Almighty will save him from their

trap and pull him out (IX>XM) of their net (}Wﬁ) David then says ?X 71777 *NiX 70279 5717 RO '[7’3 1
He referring to here in Tehillim / Psalm 30 in the previous verse? Looking at the context, the net that is laid
down, is this a spiritual trap? In the Hebrew language there are two words for redeem, (i) 2R3 and (ii) N°75.

The word 2IX3 as an adjective means ‘“redeemed, set free, saved” this word is most often used in the Hebrew
bible to describe the redemptive work of God or man and it is used 27 times in the Masoretic text. On the

other hand, the word N°79 means to redeem (or save) in the sense of “to cash in or pay for.” This word is
used only 6 times in the Masoretic text “spelled as 1’79 and is made in reference to God redeeming Israel
from Egypt. (see below Devarim / Deuteronomy 9, 21, 2 Samuel 7, Tehillim / Psalms 71, Nehemiah 1, and
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2 Chronicles 17) The six locations are in the following verses from the Tanach.
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The interesting point of David’s statement is that he declares the Lord is able to deliver him from the net or
snare of the enemy, that he (David) commits his spirit to the Lord, and that the Lord has redeemed him in the
sense of the Lord making payment with money or taking something to use as a substitute in his place. In the

Scripture references shown above, this redemption N°79 that is from Egypt seems to draw a parallel to the

lamb of God during Pesach. There was a costly price that was paid, the price of an innocent life, the blood

of the lamb. The Lord saved Israel, not only physically, but spiritually, just like He is doing today for us.
What is interesting about these verses is that David follows these words saying that it is those who

trust in idols that set these traps for him (37:7, NII¥2 AYT *IY-NX PR WK 77002 I05WR) 7293 1
:W93) saying 31:6 I hate those who regard vain idols, But I trust in the Lord. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum

states :NPX TR 2 TI°12 °N°00 770 PY RIRY ROAPOWDY RAD? PATT PPTAW PIVIT DRI T 37:7 1 hate
those who observe practices that are like vanity and lies; but I have relied on the Lord. (EMC) and the Sep-
tuagint states 31:6 uioncoag ToVG O1LPLAACCOVTAG LOTALOTNTOG O10 KEVTIG €YD 08 €Ml T® Kupiw NAmca 31:6
Thou has hated them that idly persist in vanities: but I have hoped in the Lord. (LXX) David says that those
who set spiritual traps are ones who trust in idols and the rabbis parallel this to “Vanity and lies” in both the
Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint. If we think about this a little closer, when our enemy tries to set a trap
for us to harm us both physically and spiritually, what is the underlying purpose? Generally, the underlying
purpose is for power, money, selfishness, pride, all of these are in fact “idols ” that may be set up in a persons
heart and what we hold at the center of our hearts is the thing that we trust (See Ezekiel 14 regarding idols
that one sets up in their heart). The great thing is that according to David, the Lord knows our afflictions

and the trouble of our souls (31:7), the Lord has not given us over to our enemies (37:8, >Jn73071 X7 0
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2937 20192 PTHYT IR-T22) or to the schemes of our enemies. This means that the Lord is able to keep
us from deception and lead us into all truth. The enemy will fall into their own traps because they walk in
the dark and not by the light of the truth, the enemy does not follow the Messiah Yeshua, they do not study
the Torah, and they do not seek our Father who is in heaven.

David continues asking the Lord to be gracious to him because his body and soul are wasted away

in grief. *31¥2 PW32 A0INI "N 20 1IN 22 03 X 0P OWHI P DY AYWY *9-1% 3 A un
WYY MY 1D 31:9 Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; My eye is wasted away from grief, my
soul and my body also. 31:10 For my life is spent with sorrow And my years with sighing; My strength has
failed because of my iniquity, And my body has wasted away. (NASB) 1t is because of his iniquity that his

body wastes away. The Aramaic Targum states P?0°R %Y RT3 NOWIT NRD2 °7 P°Y Q1R M° 99y 0117

IR0 IRDD S72RY V9 2172 HPNR PPN RN 1WA 1 RINT NOWW 2N XY 0wl
31:10 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in distress. My eye is wasted from agitation; my soul and my belly
are destroyed. 31:11 For my life is ended in misery, and my years in sighing, my strength has failed because
of my sin, and my limbs are used up. (EMC) and the Septuagint states 31:9 éAéncdv pe kOpie Gt OAIPopan
ETopayon &v Bopud 6 6POUALOC LoV 1) Yoy LoV Ko 1 Yaotip pov 31:10 dti €éhmey v 660V 1 on pov Kol
TO £T1 LoV £V 6TEVAY OIS NoBévncey €v mTtwyeln 1 ioy0G LoV Kal Ta 06Ta Lov Etapdydncav 31:9 Pity me, O
Lord, for I am afflicted: my eye is troubled with indignation, my soul and by belly. 31:10 For my life is spent
with grief, and my years with groanings: my strength has been weakened through poverty, and my bones are
troubled. (LXX) What is interesting is that in the Hebrew and Aramaic translations, the wasting away, the
troubles that David is speaking of is related to his sin (iniquity), on the other hand, the rabbis who translated
the Septuagint say that it is by reason of his poverty (ntwyeiq) or poorness. David says that his bones are
troubled because of his ntwyeiq (poverty) that parallels his sin. When living in sin the soul is starving for
relationship with our Father in heaven and for food, spiritual food, the Word of God. The body can waste
away by reason of not being properly fed spiritually and not remaining in Christ. Note how David does not
put his trust in flesh and blood, his trust is in the Lord. Are you getting enough spiritual food today or are
you in a state of spiritual ntoyeia (poverty)? If the latter, what can you do to change that?

David continues saying that he hears the words of his enemies and that they scheme to do him harm.
2222 177 270 MR AW X0 D3 1773 YN R YT T09Y TRR | 1YW 797 00 1R-2n
0T W1 NARY U2V 102 07012 20207 TIM D920 N2T | AVRY 0D 10 112X 31:11 Because of all my adver-
saries, I have become a reproach, Especially to my neighbors, And an object of dread to my acquaintances,
Those who see me in the street flee from me. 31:12 I am forgotten as a dead man, out of mind; I am like a
broken vessel. 31:13 For I have heard the slander of many, Terror is on every side; While they took counsel
together against me, They schemed to take away my life. (NASB) Was it because of his sin that men have
plotted against him and he walks about like a dead man? Is this a reference to what happened with his sin
with Batsheva (Bathsheba)? Remembering David’s sin with Bathsheva in 7 Samuel 11, he alienated her
family because he had her husband killed and she became pregnant. The Torah states in Bamidbar / Num-
bers 32:23 :DINX R¥NA WK DINRWVT WTI NI DRV 737 12 PWYN RO2-ORY XD 32:23 “‘But if you will
not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you out. (NASB) 1f one
does not obey the Lord your sin will find you out! Note that the definition of sin is disobedience to the Lord.

David then responds saying -7°7 *12°X DAY 7702 TO K 028 "RYAR 717 2A00 LY | 2IR) W
T DOYY W PNRIP 0 AWIAR-OR 73T TI002 C1OWIT A728-0V P10 TRT 1 07 DR
:5‘!&27'? 31:14 But as for me, I trust in You, O Lord, I say, ‘You are my God.’ 31:15 My times are in Your
hand; Deliver me from the hand of my enemies and from those who persecute me. 31:16 Make Your face to

shine upon Your servant; Save me in Your lovingkindness. 31:17 Let me not be put to shame, O Lord, for
I call upon You; Let the wicked be put to shame, let them be silent in Sheol. (NASB) 1t is interesting that
David says 77902 "YVW7 “save me in your grace.” Again we find David speaking of the grace of God
and the mercy the Lord has shown him to save him, to keep him from being ashamed and even from going
down to the grave. According to the Torah, in Parashat Bereshit (Bereshit / Genesis 1:1-6:8), in the Lord’s

Copyright © 2013 MATSATIL.COM Ministry 9



creation, after God had created what He did each day, the Scriptures say, He “saw every thing that He had
made, and, behold, it was very good” (Bereshit / Genesis 1:31, 210-1137) 7Y WR-22-NX 27728 X1 XD
DWWa 0P P21 2W-00 IRR). The words “very good” are the Hebrew words X% 230 (tov meod),
which means exceedingly “beautiful, bountiful, good, gracious” and the alternate definition is ‘“joyful, lov-
ing, mercy, pleasant, pleasure, prosperity, wealth, well or well-favored” (Gesenius’ Hebrew and Chaldee
Lexicon). When the Lord looked upon everything He had made, He saw that everything was very good.
As viewed from the Lord’s eyes, His creation was a blessing and His creation was a manifestation of His
love. In order for us to fully understand what David is saying, we have to understand that the Creation is
an expression of God’s love. The Scriptural account of the creation of Adam and Eve reveals His love in
Bereshit / Genesis 1:26-27 which states Y21 027 N372 177 1MIAT2 10982 IR WY1 2°798 MR 12
D°77N D7¥3 12783 DTG-NN [ D008 RO 1D YNG-0Y W WNE-023 TIRG-230 TR DY
;0NN K72 72237 727 IR K2 “And God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ So God created man in His own image,
in the image of God created He him,; male and female created he them.” Of all the creation that the Lord
had made, only mankind was made in the image and likeness of God. This in and of itself is a blessing that
was bestowed upon mankind, and is a profound expression of God’s supreme love. To further demonstrate
His love, when the Lord God made Adam and Eve, He personally formed them with His own hands from
the dust of the earth. This act in and of itself reveals that the Lord God intended from the very beginning to
have a personal and intimate relationship with man. No other creature was formed by the hands of God. In

fact, according to Bereshit / Genesis 2:7 01 MW ORI N9 TRTRT-12 19Y QIRI-NK D178 7177 %™ 7
;770 W37 OIXT 70 the Scriptures say that the Lord formed us from the dust of the earth and He “Nimshat
Khayim” (21 NWI) breathed heavily life into the body of man and woman. All other created creatures
were brought into existence by the word of His command. David said in Zehillim / Psalms 104:30 “You
send forth Your Spirit, and they are created.” David, having studied the Torah, realized how much the Lord
loves him and so he said with confidence 7972 YW “save me in your grace.” David continues saying
the things the Lord does for the righteous, He causes lying lips to be silent (37:18, 72V *Now nan7xn v

TT ST

:T12) MIRA2 PNY P°78-2Y Ni1275), He hides the righteous in secret place which is His presence away from
the conspiracies of men (37:79-20, X2 :0TX 12 T3 72 2°0I2 AYD PRPY MIDY-WR JW 1% D
;NI 201 112032 DI9XA WX °DITM 712 NP2 07°AYA). David concludes the Psalm saying 7372 22
VI TN 7P DYV T8 TIY T DTN TI0R T M) 33 1788 v3 %9 9700 Xren-d mim
D327 VRN P 7D TN WY -7V D2 A 81 DOPRY PTO0-22 MM-NE 38 73 1N
V2 2°70°1073-92 31:21 Blessed be the Lord, For He has made marvelous His lovingkindness to me in a
besieged city. 31:22 As for me, I said in my alarm, ‘I am cut off from before Your eyes’; Nevertheless You
heard the voice of my supplications When I cried to You. 31:23 O love the Lord, all you His godly ones! The
Lord preserves the faithful And fully recompenses the proud doer. 31:24 Be strong and let your heart take
courage, All you who hope in the Lord. (NASB) If we seek the Lord in purity of heart, in innocence, and in
the name of Yeshua the Messiah, we can take courage that the Lord has heard our prayers!

Rabbinic Commentary
The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Zehillim / Psalms 31 has 9 parts. Reading through the

Midrash we will be looking at Parts 1, 4, 6, 8, and 9. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 30,
Parts 1, 4, 6, 8, and 9.
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Part 1

Part 4

Part 6

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 31, Parts 1, 4, 6, 8, and 9

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°mnn7 127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “For the leader:
A Psalm of David. In You O Lord, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed (Tehillim / Psalms
31:1-2).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “These words are to be
considered in the light of the verse Who among you that fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of His

servant, that walks in darkness, and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and rest
upon his God (Isaiah 50:10).”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss Da-
vid’s words regarding “trust” and “shame.”

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 207 (mashal) goes on to expand
upon the reasons for which David trusted in the Lord and contained in that trust is that the Lord will
not cause him to be ashamed.

The Concluding phrase says “And Daniel also, him I delivered only because he trusted in My name,
as is said Then the king commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den (Daniel 6:24).
How so? Because he had trusted in his God. Hence David said, Since it is true that whoever trusts
in You is delivered, I too, will put my trust in You, as is said In You, O Lord, do I put my trust.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n%77 7127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “Another com-
ment. In You, O Lord, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed.”

The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “elsewhere this is what
Scripture says, Ashamed be all they that serve graven images bow down to Him all you gods (Tehil-
lim / Psalms 97:7).”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the RN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis continue to
discuss David’s words regarding not being put ashamed.

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 207 (mashal) goes on to expand
upon David’s words of not being ashamed and say that the Lord will give a little semblance of life to
each idol for the purpose of causing the idol to bow down to the Lord God Almighty and put shame
to the worshipers of the idols.

The Concluding phrase says “That is will happen you can tell from the verse, And this will be the
plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the peoples that have fought against Jerusalem; their flesh
will consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes will consume away in their sock-
ets, and their tongue will consume away in their mouth (Zechariah 14:12). But the other said, As an
idol is melted down by fire, so those who bow down to it will be consumed by fire.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°10%77 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “Rabbi Joshua
son of Levi taught, Why do the words will be ashamed occur twice?”

The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “Because in the time to
come, when the Holy One blessed be He, judges Israel, the righteous as well as the wicked, He will
grant pardon to the righteous, that they may enter the Garden of Eden, but will send the wicked back
to Gehenna.”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the RN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis continue to
discuss David’s words regarding being put ashamed.

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the W7 (mashal) goes on to expand
upon being ashamed and describe the righteous and the wicked in the Garden of Eden and Gehenna.
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* The Concluding phrase says “Now, if the measure of punishment, in which God limits Himself,
smites sixteen ways, how much greater is the measure of God's goodness, which is unlimited.”

Part 8

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n177 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “Blessed be the
Lord, for He has shown me His marvelous kindness in a strong city (Tehillim / Psalms 31:22).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “... that is, in wicked Rome.”

+ The 9Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss Da-
vid’s words with regard to the Lord showing His kindness to His people.

+ The Wil (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 201 (mashal) goes on to expand
upon how the Lord shows kindness to His people. The rabbis comment on the minimum require-
ments for one to receive God’s kindness, those whom the Lord preserves are those who affirm their
faith in Him.

* The Concluding phrase says “Of them the Holy One blessed be He, declares, Only for a little time
were the children of Israel redeemed, and then again were they enslaved, but still they affirm their
faith in Me, that [ will redeem them. Hence The Lord preserves those who affirm the faith.”

Part 9

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the >N 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “In commenting
on the passage Then will you return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him
that serves God, and him that serves Him not (Malachi 3:17-18).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “Rabbi Akha son of Ada said
that the words between the righteous and the wicked mean between him who has faith and him who
has no faith, that he that serves God is he who is willing to serve God s need, and that he that serves
Him not is he who is not willing to serve God's need.”

+ The 9Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss Da-
vid’s words with regard to a passage in Malachi and the differences between the righteous and the
wicked who study Torah.

+ The Wil (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 201 (mashal) goes on to expand
upon the differences between the righteous and the wicked and interestingly how the rabbis view the
study of Torah. What is the purpose for studying Torah? If both the righteous and the wicked study
Torah, what is the distinction that is made between the two types of people?

* The Concluding phrase says “Rabbi Tanchuma said, Trouble also makes a man's strength fail, for it
is written, By reason of the disquietness of my heart my heart pants, my strength fails me (Tehillim /
Psalms 38:9, 11).”

Midrash Tehillim 31, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10177 M12°7) saying “For the leader:
A Psalm of David. In You O Lord, do I put my trust, let me never be ashamed (Tehillim / Psalms 31:1-2).
The homiletic introduction to the Midrash states “These words are to be considered in the light of the verse
Who among you that fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of His servant, that walks in darkness, and has
no light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and rest upon his God (Isaiah 50:10,717 X7 027 °
IORA W T W2 nu 7 A3 PR) 2°0W 920 | WK $72Y P2 vin). 7 The Rabbis are making a
contrast between David’s words and Isaiah 50:10 which asks the question of who fears the Lord and yet
walks in darkness? David was able to put his trust in the Lord because he did not walk in darkness. The
Aramaic Targum states 2°T JNPTXI XAPYD NIAR K7 N0020 7070 T2 2 D772 RNM2WIN RO2WH X
N 31:1 For praise; a psalm of David. 31:2 In your word, O Lord, I have placed my hope; I will never be
disappointed; by your generosity save me. (EMC) Here David says that he has placed his trust in the Word
of'the Lord. The Lord has mercifully saved David because of His word and His promises and he recognized
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— Tehillim / Psalms 31 | 8% 2°%°1n 150 —
this and therefore he places his trust in the Lord who is faithful to His promises. The rabbis continue in the
midrash saying the following:

Upon coming into houses of prayer and houses of study, the children of Israel say to the Holy
One blessed be He, Deliver us! And He replies, Are there any righteous men among you?
Are there any God fearing men among you? Thus they say, In the days gone by, in the days
of Samuel and Saul, and of David and Solomon, in those days there were righteous men. But
now, as we go on from generation to generation, it grows darker for us, as it is said Man
walks in darkness, and has no light. The Holy One blessed be He, replies, Trust in My name,
and I will be a stay unto you, as is said Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon
his God. Wherefore? Because when a man trusts in Me, I deliver him.

IR RIT,IININ PRI 717207 2197 22NN, NIWITH "N221 NDID “N2AY 190101 DRIWOW VWl
TWR M2 1PMAR 202 N2YWH 2R M ,0091°2 QAW R W ,0091°2 2OPYTR WY an
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What is interesting is the emphasis that is placed upon righteousness regarding the children of Israel who
ask the Lord to deliver them. According to David in Tehillim / Psalms 84.11 the Scripture says | Wny "3 2
:0°n02 0°27777 230 vInd-8D 717 10 722 10 098 130 1A 84: 11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
The Lord gives grace and glory; No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly. (NASB) It
is interesting how the Scriptures state the Lord does not withhold from those who walk uprightly or walk in

righteousness. The Lord is a shield to them and gives grace and glory to those who walk uprightly or 202
in innocence before the Lord. When David speaks of walking uprightly before the Lord and no good thing
does the Lord withhold from him who walks uprightly, this suggests that such a person is whole heartedly
devoted his life to the Lord in all that he does. The Apostle John said in his first epistle / John 1:6 If we say
that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 1:7 but
if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and
the truth is not in us. (NASB) This follows the idea that one is to be totally devoted to the Lord, to practice
the truth and to not walk in darkness. It is interesting that this is consistent with the Shema in Devarim /
Deuteronomy 6.4-6.

The Shema

.................

732%-7Y D0 TR 21N WK ARG DIITT P 1IR3

Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:4-6

6:4 ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! 6:5 ‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6:6 ‘These words,
which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. (NASB)

In the Shema, Moshe tells us that the Lord our God is one, and this is paralleled with us who are called also
to be one and not walk in darkness (i.e. being two). We are told to love the Lord our God with all of our

heart, soul, and might. The Scriptures seem to bare this out when studying the Hebrew word “Heart” (227)
and the use of the word throughout the Scriptures. For example, 7ehillim / Psalms 27:8 and 28:7 state the
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following:

TR T TI-NN 739 WR2 027 M [Ty 7
Tehillim / Psalms 27:8
27:8 When You said, ‘Seek My face,’ my heart said to You, ‘Your face, O Lord, I shall seek.’
(NASB)

PITIR PWRI 027 12501 Y3 *27 Mo 203 iy | afm T

Tehillim / Psalms 28:7
28:7 The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and I am helped; There-
fore my heart exults, And with my song I shall thank Him. (NASB)

The root word for “heart” in Hebrew is spelled Lamed-beit-beit (227). Studying the letters of the word
“levav,” the letter beit in Hebrew means “house.” What is interesting is based upon the spelling of the He-
brew word for heart, our hearts have two houses. This implies that there are two sides to our souls. What
does this mean? What is implied is that our two sides are at odds with one another, where one part wants the
spiritual things, and the other part wants the things of this world (our fleshly desires). This is not to suggest
that there is a little good and a little bad within us but simply that the one side looks to the right and the other
to the left. In the Shema the Scriptures tell us to love the Lord with all our heart and heart is spelled here as

225 which suggests that our “heart” love is to include both sides, we are to bring both sides of our heart in
line with seeking and loving God. In Tehillim / Psalms 27:8 and 28:7, David says that he will seek the Lord

with his heart and that his heart trusts in the Lord. In these Psalms, David spells heart as 2% with only one
letter beit, suggesting only one house. This indicates that with David his heart was united, he was not dou-
bled hearted or double souled. Was this why the Scriptures say that David was a man after God’s own heart?

When David served the Lord he did it whole heartedly. In the Psalm, when God said “Seek My Face” (Wp2
°19) David replied saying “Your face I will seek” (UR2IR 71177 7°19-NX). Today, do we seek God’s face like
David did with all his heart? Jeremiah 29:13 says :02227-222 "IN °2 DOREMI DX DAYRIY 3 29:13
You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. (NASB) The prophet Jeremiah
said that we will seek and find the Lord when we do so with all of our heart, note how heart is spelled here as

225 which again suggests that our searching “hearts ” are to include both sides, we are to bring both sides of
our heart to seek the Lord, we are not to have a divided soul. Regarding having a divided soul, the Apostle
James spoke of the one who is double souled and being unstable in his ways in James 1:1-10.

James 1:1-10

1:1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are
dispersed abroad: Greetings. 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter vari-
ous trials, 1:3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 1:4 And let endur-
ance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 1:5
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without
reproach, and it will be given to him. 1:6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for
the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 1:7 For that man
ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 1:8 being a double-minded
man, unstable in all his ways. 1:9 But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his
high position; 1:10 and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like flowering
grass he will pass away. (NASB)
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In James 1:8, he says avnp diwvyoc, dxatdototog v macalg toig 6501 avtod 1.8 being a double-minded
man, unstable in all his ways. (NASB) What is interesting is the word diyvyog that James uses here is de-
fined to mean “fwo souls” which states that one is “double minded” or “split in half” on the inside. This
parallels the idea that our hearts have two houses and it is possible to go through life walking two different
paths. James says that the man who walks two paths “double souled or double minded” is unstable in all
his ways. James parallels this to the man who asks in faith and then wavers doubting God has heard his
prayer. He says that such a man is like the sea that is driven by the wind and such a man should not expect
he will receive anything from the Lord. The one who allows the one half of his soul to walk in darkness and
then the other part of his soul desires the things of God, John says that there is no fellowship with God or
with Christ if we walk in darkness. According / John 1:7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himselfis in the
Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. (NASB)
Based upon this verse, does our walking in the light cause the blood of Yeshua to be effective in cleansing
us from sin? What does it mean to walk in the light? Does this mean to obey God’s commandments? The
way John describes the effectiveness of Yeshua’s blood to cleanse, he suggests we are to walk in repentance,
in innocence, with justice, and righteousness, and holiness and then Yeshua’s blood will cleanse us. We are
to have an active part in seeking God and turning from sin. This characterizes the believer as having a heart
that is wholly devoted to the Lord, just like David having a united life, not a double sided and hypocritical
life. The rabbis continue in the midrash giving the example of Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (Sadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego) being thrown into the furnace and their trust in the Lord. Midrash Tehillim 31,
Part 1 then concludes saying “And Daniel also, him I delivered only because he trusted in My name, as is
said Then the king commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den (Daniel 6:24). How so? Be-
cause he had trusted in his God. Hence David said, Since it is true that whoever trusts in You is delivered, |
too, will put my trust in You, as is said In You, O Lord, do I put my trust.” If we place our trust in the Lord,
our lives should reflect that trust demonstrating the love that we have for the Lord and for others. Our love
for the Lord is demonstrated in our desire to obey his commandments. Our love for others is to walk in jus-
tice, innocence, and righteousness when dealing with those who are lost, those who are saved, and the poor
and less fortunate people on this earth.

Midrash Tehillim 31, Part 4 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°nnni7 M2°7) saying “dnother com-
ment. In You, O Lord, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed.” The homiletic introduction to the Mid-
rash states “elsewhere this is what Scripture says, Ashamed be all they that serve graven images bow down
to Him all you gods (Tehillim / Psalms 97:7).” The rabbis say that shame is paralleled to those who serve
graven images (idols). They continue to describe what God will do to the idols who the people worship that
have no life, no breath, no eyes, no mouth, and no ears to hear.

Rabbi Yudan said in the name of rabbi Nahman, Some day the Holy One blessed be He, will
give a little semblance of life to each idol so that it can come and bow down to the Holy One
blessed be He, as is said Bow down to Him, all you gods, and thus shame its worshippers.
Rabbi Phinehas said, some day the Holy One blessed be He, will grant speech to the idol
so that it can talk in the presence of its worshippers, and say to them, Woe unto you that left
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It is interesting how the rabbis parallel “being ashamed” with the bowing down and worshiping idols. They
say that in the Olam Habah (World to come) the shame of those who worshiped idols will reach a maximum
when the Lord God Almighty causes the lifeless idols to simulate life and bow down to the Lord to show that
He truly is Lord of all. According to the midrash, the Holy One blessed be He “will grant speech to the idol
so that it can talk in the presence of its worshipers, and say to them, Woe unto you that left Him who lives
forever, who is the Maker of heaven and earth (Bereshit / Genesis 14.:19),” the idols themselves will rebuke
the people for their lack of faith turning from the one true God to worship wood and stone. In the book of
Ezekiel, the prophet Ezekiel speaks of idols that are not made of wood and stone but are what have been set

Him who lives forever, who is the Maker of heaven and earth (Bereshit / Genesis 14:19),
and bowed down to that of which it is said Idols have mouths, but they speak not (Tehillim /
Psalms 115:5). Rabbi Johnanan said, When the Holy One blessed be He, revealed Himself
at Sinai, He put strength into the idols, and they bowed down to Him. Rabbi Tahalifa taught,
In saying All the gods bowed down to Him (Tehillim / Psalms 97:7), Scripture supports Rabbi
Johanan. It does not say, They will bow down to Him, but they bowed down to Him, that
is, the gods had already bowed down to Him in the past. Rabbi Judah and rabbi Nehemiah
differed. One said, as an idol is made with several joints, so those who bow down to it will
fall apart at their several joints, so those who bow down to it will fall apart at their several
joints. (Midrash Tehillim 31, Part 4)
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up in one’s heart that has become a stumbling block to the people.

According to Ezekiel, the elders of Israel came to the prophet to inquire of the Lord. What is interesting
Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry
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Ezekiel 14:1-8

14:1 Then some elders of Israel came to me and sat down before me. 14:2 And the word
of the Lord came to me, saying, 14:3 ‘Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their
hearts and have put right before their faces the stumbling block of their iniquity. Should I be
consulted by them at all? 14:4 ‘Therefore speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord
God, ‘Any man of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his heart, puts right before
his face the stumbling block of his iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I the Lord will
be brought to give him an answer in the matter in view of the multitude of his idols, 14:5 in
order to lay hold of the hearts of the house of Israel who are estranged from Me through all
their idols.” 14:6 ‘Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God, ‘Repent and
turn away from your idols and turn your faces away from all your abominations. 14:7 ‘For
anyone of the house of Israel or of the immigrants who stay in Israel who separates himself
from Me, sets up his idols in his heart, puts right before his face the stumbling block of his
iniquity, and then comes to the prophet to inquire of Me for himself, I the Lord will be brought
to answer him in My own person. 14:8 ‘I will set My face against that man and make him a
sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from among My people. So you will know that I am
the Lord. (NASB)
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about this text is with regard to the elders who appear to be doing a righteous thing, to seek the word of the
Lord from the man of God. The problem was however, they went before the man of God and the Lord God
Almighty with idols in their hearts. Because they had idols in their hearts, the Lord said to Ezekiel in /4.4
‘Therefore speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord God, ‘Any man of the house of Israel who sets
up his idols in his heart, puts right before his face the stumbling block of his iniquity, and then comes to the
prophet, I the Lord will be brought to give him an answer in the matter in view of the multitude of his idols
(NASB) the Lord said that the answer they would receive would be according to the idols that were already
in their hearts. In other words, if someone has an idol inside his heart, and he goes to a prophet for infor-
mation, God would have that prophet answer him according to the idol in his heart and the person would
end up getting the wrong answer or information. Today, if we go before the Lord in the name of Yeshua the
Messiah, and keep an idol in our hearts, would we receive the correct answer from the Lord? Many people
have secret idols hidden in the chambers of their hearts from the sight of men which is not hidden from God.
Because these idols are a stumbling block to the idol barer, it might be that the idol that is in the heart will
decide what is received from God. Hebrews 4:12-13 states 4:12 For the word of God is living and active
and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints
and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 4.:13 And there is no creature hidden
from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. (NASB)
All the things that people try to hide from the Lord are open before Him. The difficulty is however that the
idol that is set up in the heart is harder to recognize than the others since these are not made of wood and
stone. In Ezekiel’s day, God dealt thoroughly with this kind of secret idolatry. His throne on earth is within
the hearts of His people. The rabbis say that in the last days these idols will be caused to bow down before
the Lord. The Apostle Paul wrote that in the last days every knee will bow to the Lord. Consider this for
a moment, if pride is the idol that is on one’s heart, in the last day during the great throne of judgment, the
Lord will cause that idol to kneel before Him and confess that He is Lord of all! Note the consistency with
the rabbinic commentary and the Apostolic Writings.

Romans 14:11-12
14:11 For it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue

shall give praise to God.” 14:12 So then each one of us will give an account of himself to
God. (NASB)

Philippians 2:9-11
2:9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is
above every name, 2:10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 2:11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (NASB)

There is an interesting connection here between the idols that are given a “little semblance of life

in the midrash to the idols of the heart, and the power of God that will cause every knee to bow and every
tongue to confess that Yeshua is Lord of all. The midrash concludes stating “... That is will happen you
can tell from the verse, And this will be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the peoples that have
fought against Jerusalem; their flesh will consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes will
consume away in their sockets, and their tongue will consume away in their mouth (Zechariah 14:12). But
the other said, As an idol is melted down by fire, so those who bow down to it will be consumed by fire.” 1If
we maintain idols in our heart, the Scriptures say (Ezekiel 14:8) that the Lord will cut the person off who
does such a thing and “So you will know that I am the Lord.” How many peoples lives have been ruined
today because they have maintained idols before God in their hearts and say because of Yeshua I am saved
and turn around and question the problems that are going on in their lives and ask why God doesn’t help
them? The answer to that is, “there is a very large number of people today in that situation and they do not
even realize it.” The rabbis say the idols will burn and melt before God by the fire that proceeds from Him,
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the question is on that great day, will you also be consumed by the fire because of the idol that is hold up in
your soul?

Midrash Tehillim 31, Part 6 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°10177 012°7) saying “Rabbi Joshua
son of Levi taught, Why do the words will be ashamed occur twice?” 1t is interesting that the Psalm does

have the word ashame occur twice and David asking not to be put ashamed (7¢/928-7X) but rather for the
wicked to be made ashamed.

Tehillim / Psalms 31:2
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Tehillim / Psalms 31:18
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The homiletic introduction (XN77°NY, Petihta) to the Midrash states “Because in the time to come, when the
Holy One blessed be He, judges Israel, the righteous as well as the wicked, He will grant pardon to the
righteous, that they may enter the Garden of Eden, but will send the wicked back to Gehenna.” The midrash
states that both the righteous and the wicked will be judged guilty, however the righteous will be pardoned
and set free and not sent to Hell (Gehenna). The rabbis go on to describe how the wicked will be put to
shame for their sin and reason how they have no excuse for not repenting of their sins before God.

Then He will return and take the wicked out of Gehenna, and bring them into the Garden of
Eden, and say to them, Here is a place for the righteous, but here also are places still empty,
so that you can not say, Even had we repented, there would have been no place open to us
with the righteous in the Garden of Eden. Then He will take the righteous from the Garden
of Eden and bring them into Gehenna, and say to them, Here is a place for the wicked, but
here also are places still empty, so that you can not say, Even had we been found guilty,
there would have been no place open to us in Gehenna. But as the wicked have inherited
the places you might have had, as well as their own places in Gehenna, for Scripture says to
the wicked, Because your shame was double therefore in their land they will possess double
(Isaiah 61:7), so have you inherited in the Garden of Eden your own places as well as the
places they might have had. And because the wicked will be ashamed, David said, O Lord,
let me not be ashamed (Tehillim / Psalms 31:18). Upon whom the shame? Upon the wicked.
Let the wicked be ashamed, let them be put to silence in the nether world. (Midrash Tehillim
31, Part 6)
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According to the midrash, both the righteous and the wicked will be judged guilty however the righteous
will be pardoned. The Lord will send the righteous to the Garden of Eden (79 37, Paradise) and the wicked

to Hell (D37°), Gehenna). The midrash states that then the Lord will take the wicked from hell and show
them the empty places in Heaven that were reserved for them had they repented, and likewise, the righteous
are shown in hell the empty places that were for them had they not turned from their sins. According to the
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midrash, “Rab said, He who puts his faith in a battered idol will not behold God's goodness, for it is said O
how abundant is Your goodness, which You have laid up for them that fear You (Tehillim / Psalms 31:20).”
Our faith and trust is to be in the Lord, not in idols. Regarding the discussion on idols, repentance, and sin,
it is interesting what the Apostle Peter says in his second epistle regarding repentance and walking in sin.

2 Peter 2:1-22

2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers
among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who
bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2:2 Many will follow their sen-
suality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 2:3 and in their greed
they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their
destruction is not asleep. 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast
them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 2:5 and did
not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven
others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly, 2:6 and if He condemned
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made
them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter, 2:7 and if He rescued
righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 2:8 (for by what he saw
and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented
day after day by their lawless deeds), 2:9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from
temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 2:10 and
especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring,
self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties, 2:11 whereas angels who
are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the
Lord. 2:12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured
and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures
also be destroyed, 2:13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a plea-
sure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as
they carouse with you, 2:14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing
unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 2:15 forsaking the right
way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved
the wages of unrighteousness, 2:16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for
a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. 2:17
These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness
has been reserved. 2:18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly de-
sires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 2:19 promising
them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome,
by this he is enslaved. 2:20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by
the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are
overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 2:21 For it would be bet-
ter for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away
from the holy commandment handed on to them. 2:22 It has happened to them according
to the true proverb, ‘A dog returns to its own vomit,” and, ‘A sow, after washing, returns to
wallowing in the mire.” (NASB)

Notice how Peter draws upon the Torah for authority regarding the truth of what he is writing about. He
refers to false prophets, angels reserved for judgment, Noah, Sodom and Gomorrah, Balaam, etc. Peter’s
point here in 2 Peter 2 is speaking about the ungodly men who do not repent of their sins but follow their
lusts and indulge in the flesh and its corrupt desires and despise authority. Peter says that these men escaped
the defilements of the world in Yeshua but then become entangled again in the world and the last state is
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worse than the first, it would have been better that they did not know the way of righteousness. These men
turn away from the commandment of God that was handed to them (i.e. the Torah, God's way of truth and
righteousness) and it is interesting that he describes a man who escaped the defilements of the world by the
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ but then turns around and is entangled again and the last state
is worse than the first and it would have been better to have not known the way of righteousness. The mid-
rash concludes stating “Rabbi Isaac son of Teradyon said, The sword of the Holy One blessed be He, smites
sixteen ways, for in Scripture the sword is spoken to as follows, Turn yourself backwords, or turn to the right,
or set yourself forward, or turn to the left, withersoever (ayh) your edge is ready (Ezekiel 21:21), and the

numerical value of ayh (1"°R) is sixteen. Now, if the measure of punishment, in which God limits Himself,
smites sixteen ways, how much greater is the measure of God'’s goodness, which is unlimited.” (PT%> ' KX
7010 [MIR] (PR) 2w [PRowi] 21 STRNT MR N1 TV W TR w0 57apa SW 1270 11070 12
,0%1D WY W TR W DU ROTW NIYTID NTA AR T R0 TR IR0 L,(RD R DRPITY) MTn

A1 N2 NAR DY ,7217% ROIW 7230 771) The rabbis say that God’s goodness is unlimited, His mercy
is a part of His goodness, therefore one could say that His mercy is unlimited also. Sometimes our lives
can feel like what Peter is saying in 2 Peter 2:22, as a dog returns to his vomit or a sow to wallowing in the
mire. The point of the midrash and the epistle of Peter is to continually seek the Lord for forgiveness in His
Messiah Yeshua and to turn from our sins, to walk in righteousness, and not be overcome by this world, to
walk in repentance and being humble before the Lord daily.

Midrash Tehillim 31, Part 8 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°1i0%77 212°7) saying “Blessed be the
Lord, for He has shown me His marvelous kindness in a strong city (Tehillim / Psalms 31:22).” The hom-
iletic introduction to the Midrash states “... that is, in wicked Rome.” Let’s read through Midrash Tehillim
31, Part 8.
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Midrash Tehillim 31, Part 8

8. Blessed be the Lord, for He has shown me His marvelous
kindness in a strong city (Tehillim / Psalms 31:22), that is, in
wicked Rome. For in the words I said in my haste, I am cut off
(migrazti) from before Your eyes (Tehillim / Psalms 31:22), ni-
grazti, which comes from the same stem as garzen in “neither
hammer nor axe (garzen)” (1 Kings 6:7), can only mean being
cut down by an iron weapon. Another comment, I said in my
haste, I am cut off from before Your eyes in wicked Rome; You
heard the voice of my prayers when I cried to You in Greece.
O Love the Lord, all you who worship Him (Tehillim / Psalms
31:24) that is, those who are complete proselytes. Another
comment, the Lord preserves those who affirm the faith, that is,
preserves even those sinners in Israel who reluctantly yet reg-
ularly say Amen, and regularly say Blessed are You, O Lovd,
who raises the dead. Another comment, The Lord preserves
those who affirm the faith, that is, preserves children of Israel
who say, Blessed are You O Lord, who raises the dead, al-
though the raising of the dead has not yet come to pass, who
say, Blessed are You, O Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, although
they have not yet been redeemed; and who say, Blessed are
You, O Lord, who rebuilds Jerusalem, although Jerusalem has
not yet been rebuilt. Of them the Holy One blessed be He,
declares, Only for a little time were the children of Israel re-
deemed, and then again were they enslaved, but still they af-
firm their faith in Me, that I will redeem them. Hence The Lord
preserves those who affirm the faith.

What exactly are the rabbis trying to say in this midrash? They speak of the kindness of the Lord by a strong
city (Tehillim / Psalms 31:22). The Aramaic Targum states XN722 D PMI2°L WU ORI Bk
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:XN2°7231:22 Blessed be the Lord, for he has exhibited his kindness to me in the walled city. (EMC) and the
Septuagint states 31:21 gdAoyntog kHplog 81t E0avudoTmasy 10 Eleog avToD €v mOAEL Teproyic 31:21 Bless-
ed be the Lord: for he has magnified his mercy in a fortified city. (LXX) The Lord exhibits his kindness in
the walled city and magnifies his mercy in a fortified city, the midrash states that this city is “wicked Rome.”
The Lord cuts off our enemies even when we find ourselves in their midst, in their cities. The rabbis go on
to say “Another comment, I said in my haste, I am cut off from before Your eyes in wicked Rome,; You heard
the voice of my prayers when I cried to You in Greece. O Love the Lord, all you who worship Him (Tehillim
/ Psalms 31:24) that is, those who are complete proselytes.” A spin is placed on the parable to say David
was saying he is cut off before God’s eyes in Rome but the Lord heard his prayers, it is interesting that they
say the Lord hears the prayers of the one who is a “complete proselyte.” The term “proselyte” is an Angli-
cization of the Koine Greek term npoonivtog (proselytos), as used in the Septuagint for “stranger, ” a “new-
comer to Israel,” or a “sojourner in the land,” and in the Apostolic Writings is used as a reference to a first
century convert to Judaism (see Matthew 23:15, Acts 2:10, 6.5, and 13:43). The Greek term mpoorAvtog

(proselytos) is a translation of the Hebrew phrase 2@N 72 (ger toshav, see Strongs H1616 for list of refer-
ences in the Torah). Proselyte today has the more general meaning in English of a new convert to any partic-
ular religion or doctrine, also known as Proselytism. There are two kinds of proselytes in Rabbinic Judaism
(1) ger tzedek (righteous proselytes, proselytes of righteousness, religious proselyte, devout proselyte) and
(11) ger toshav (resident proselyte, proselytes of the gate, limited proselyte, half-proselyte). A “righteous

proselyte” (ger tzedek, P7Xi7 °73) is a gentile who has converted to Judaism, is bound to all the doctrines and
precepts of Judaism, and is considered a full member of the Jewish community. They are to be circumcised
as adults (note this is different from a brit milah) and immersed in a mikvah should they wish to eat of the
Passover sacrifice. The gate proselyte (ger toshav) is only someone who lives in the land of Israel and fol-
lows only some of the precepts in the Torah. So, the rabbis are commenting on the minimum requirements
for one to receive God’s kindness, those whom the Lord preserves are those who are complete converts to
Judaism. The rabbis continue saying “Another comment, the Lord preserves those who affirm the faith, that
is, preserves even those sinners in Israel who reluctantly yet regularly say Amen, and regularly say Blessed
are You, O Lord, who raises the dead.” 1s it logical to say that the Lord preserves those who affirm the faith
by “reluctantly saying Amen” and “Blessed are you O Lord who raises the dead?” 1t seems that the rabbis

are referring to the Amidah (77°A¥71 N2°0N, Tefilat HaAmidah “The Standing Prayer”), also know as the

Shmoneh Esreh (WY 010w, “The Eighteen,” in reference to the original number of constituent blessings,
there are now nineteen), the central prayer of the Jewish liturgy. Their short comment of affirming the faith
and saying “Amen” seems to suggest that they are referring to the Amidah and the reference to the second
prayer of the Amidah to say “Blessed are you O Lord who raises the dead.” The affirmation of the faith
seems to be related to seeking the Lord in prayer and persevering even in the midst of troubles. This seems
to be the idea in the concluding phrase to Midrash Tehillim 31, Part 8 which states “Of them the Holy One
blessed be He, declares, Only for a little time were the children of Israel redeemed, and then again were they
enslaved, but still they affirm their faith in Me, that I will redeem them. Hence The Lord preserves those
who affirm the faith.” What is interesting is the idea that of the Lord hearing a gentiles prayer and the rab-
binic thought that one needed to be a complete proselyte to Judaism. It is interesting that this is where the
Greek verb ioudaizo (iovdailw “live according to Jewish customs”) comes from. This term is most widely
known from its single use in the Greek New Testament in Galatians 2:14 where the Apostle Paul publicly
challenges Peter for compelling gentile converts to become like the Jews or to “judaize” at Antioch. This
is an interesting rabbinic concept because it helps us to understand Galatians 5 regarding circumcision of
the new Gentile believers.

Galatians 5:1-26

5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be sub-
Jject again to a yoke of slavery. 5:2 Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision,
Christ will be of no benefit to you. 5:3 And I testify again to every man who receives circum-

Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry 21



cision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. 5:4 You have been severed from
Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5:5 For we
through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 5:6 For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.
5:7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? 5:8 This persuasion
did not come from Him who calls you. 5:9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.
5:10 I have confidence in you in the Lord that you will adopt no other view,; but the one who
is disturbing you will bear his judgment, whoever he is. 5:11 But I, brethren, if I still preach
circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abol-
ished. 5:12 I wish that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves. 5:13
For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity
for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 5:14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one
word, in the statement ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 5:15 But if you bite and
devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 5:16 But I say,
walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 5:17 For the flesh sets
its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, for these are in opposition to
one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 5:18 But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the Law. 5:19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are:
immorality, impurity, sensuality, 5:20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of
anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 5:21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like
these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 5:23 gentleness, self-control; against such things
there is no law. 5:24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. 5:25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 5:26 Let us
not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. (NASB)

The interesting thing is that in rabbinic Judaism, according to Midrash Tehillim 31, Part 8, in order for God
to hear one’s prayer a person needed to be a complete convert, a “righteous proselyte” (ger tzedek, 72

?7%7). Based upon the teaching of the rabbis, Peter was doing what he knew regarding Gentile converts
and when the Jews come and his withdrawing from the Gentiles, he was essentially getting pressure from
his friends to follow the traditions rather than the teachings of Yeshua. Paul said that it is by faith we are
saved, not by the work of the flesh. He uses the concept of circumcision because this is the key to being a

ger tzedek, (?7Xi7 >71) a righteous proselyte. Paul however argues that one does not enter into a relation-
ship with the Lord by man’s teachings which are paralleled to the works of the flesh, rather, we enter into a
relationship with the Lord by faith like Abraham. Paul then parallels the works of the flesh to the unclean-
ness that proceeds from the heart, which is listed in Galatians 5 as anger, jealousy, immorality, sensuality,
idolatry, outbursts, drunkenness, etc. He said that he was not teaching against circumcision (see Galatians
5:11) and remember that Paul had Timothy circumcised (see Acts 16:1-3) therefore Paul was not speaking
against the Torah, or against circumcision, he was speaking against relying upon the flesh for entering into
the kingdom of God and for salvation. The main issue was regarding tradition and whether God would
work in the life of a Gentile convert if they did not become a “complete proselyte” (ger tzedek, PTX7 >72)
according to rabbinic Judaism.

Midrash Tehillim 31, Part 9 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°mnan 212°7) saying “In commenting
on the passage Then will you return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that
serves God, and him that serves Him not (Malachi 3:17-18).” The homiletic introduction (XN1°ND, Petihta)
to the Midrash states “Rabbi Akha son of Ada said that the words between the righteous and the wicked mean
between him who has faith and him who has no faith, that he who serves God is he who is willing to serve
God's need, and that he that does not serve Him is he who is not willing to serve God's need.” What does it
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mean to serve God’s need? Think about the covenant that we have made with God, this is an agreement that
has been made in blood and we believe the Lord has also made this with us today in Yeshua the Messiah.
According to the Covenant agreement, we - God’s People - have special duties and responsibilities that are
commanded by God, for example, the people of God are to establish a just society, walk in righteousness and
holiness, and serve only the Lord God Almighty. Therefore, when thinking about serving God’s needs, we
do so according to His Holy Word, the Scriptures, and not based solely upon personal opinion. The midrash
says that by obeying the Torah we can serve God’s needs, and state “Thus a man should not make the words
of Torah an edged tool for his own use, nor make them a crown to crown himself.” Have you ever used the
Torah, or any part of the Word of God, to cut someone down? The midrash says not to use the Word as an
edged tool to cut nor to make a crown for yourself. It is easy to conclude that they are talking about pride.
Reading further in the midrash rabbi Samuel states “Between him that serves God and him that serves Him
not means, Between him who repeats his chapter one hundred and one times and him who repeats it only
one hundred times. The Lord repays the others who would act proudly (Tehillim / Psalms 31:24) refers to
such of the disciples who study Torah not for the sake of heaven, but for the sake of doing themselves proud
in this world, and to such others who expect a reward in this world for their study of the Torah. But as for
them who occupy themselves with the Torah and hope for the reward in the world to come.” The contrast
that is drawn between the righteous who repeats a chapter from the Torah 101 times verses the unrighteous
who repeats a chapter of Torah 100 times, suggests that the righteous person loves God’s Word and does not
keep count of the number of times he has read the Torah, verses the unrighteous who counts it as a burden
to read the Torah and keeps an exact count for the purpose of pride. The explanation of this parable is that
one reads for the hope of the world to come and the other hopes for exaltation in this world for their study
of God’s Word. Have you ever thought in that way before regarding studying God’s Word? Midrash Te-
hillim 31, Part 9 concludes saying “Of sin, it is written, My strength fails because of my iniquity (Tehillim
/ Psalms 31:11); of wayfaring, it is written He weakens my strength in the way (Tehillim / Psalms 102:24),;
of fasting, it is written My knees are weak through fasting (Tehillim / Psalms 109:24); of the oppressors
rule, it is written He has made my strength to fail, the Lord has delivered me into their hands, from whom
I am not able to rise up (Lamentations 1:14). Rabbi Tanchuma said, Trouble also makes a man's strength
fail, for it is written, By reason of the disquieting of my heart my heart pants, my strength fails me (Tehillim
/ Psalms 38:9, 11).” David speaks of not being ashamed, of pride, and of sin in 7ehillim / Psalms 31, the
rabbis parallel this to Tehillim / Psalms 102:24 that sin (iniquity) causes a man’s strength to fail. Indeed sin
does make a man’s strength to fail by reason of the loss of restfulness of ones heart and our relationship with
God. The Apostle Paul said in Galatians 5:24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires. 5:25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 5:26 Let us not
become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. (NASB) Our study of God’s Word should
be led from an innocent heart with a desire to draw near to the Lord, not one of pride. Have you put to death
the flesh along with this passions and desires? Even the rabbis speak of the importance of recognizing the
failings of the flesh in pride, and serving ourselves rather than serving the Lord. This week let’s take time
to meditate on how we can serve God more in Yeshua the Messiah and server ourselves less. Let’s pray!

Heavenly Father,

We thank You for the mercies you have shown us daily. We ask Lord to help us to serve You more.
Help us to be more service minded and to walk less and less in the flesh each day. We Thank You Lord for
giving us Your Word to teach us Your ways, and for revealing the truth of Your Word and the Messiah Yesh-
ua. Thank You for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into Your salvation by faith. Thank You Lord
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for paying the covenant price for the forgiveness of our sins. Lord restore to use the joy of Your salvation.
Help us to dedicated our lives to You each day, fill us with Your presence Lord each day. We praise Your
Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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