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Breaking the Cedars of Lebanon

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 29:1-11, David opens saying 1312 127 T177 2010 X
TV 7922 M2 127 0°9% 212 A Psalm of David. 29:1 Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of the mighty, Ascribe to
the Lord glory and strength. (NASB) What does it mean to “ascribe” to the Lord glory and strength? David
answers this saying :W7TP-N1702 M2 NOAYE Y 729 7307 3127 2 29:2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory
due to His name; Worship the Lord in holy array. (NASB) David provides examples of the glory of the Lord
saying 7 2Ip 17:9772 73 93P 022 7-2ip 7 :0°20 0O0-0Y 71 00YI7 79220-08 D00-0Y 1T 21 A
1713297 TIR-NX 737 02w 021X 12V 29:3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; The God of glory
thunders, The Lord is over many waters. 29:4 The voice of the Lord is powerful, The voice of the Lord is
majestic. 29:5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; Yes, the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
(NASB) Many times we hear throughout the Scriptures of Lebanon and of the cedars of Lebanon. What is
it about the cedars of Lebanon that is amazing that the Lord is able to break these cedars with His voice?
David continues saying ?3p 1 :WX Niag? agn mim-2ip 1 i0onRT-12 103 Py 13327 2v-in3 7R
WP 2T AT 2 270 20 NI 29:6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, And Sirion like a young wild
0X. 29:7 The voice of the Lord hews out flames of fire. 29:8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; The
Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. (NASB) What is the importance of the Lord causing Lebanon to skip
like a calf and Sirion like a wild 0x? According to David 93 122°721 N7y A2 NIPR 9730 | 711 2P v
27922 X 29:9 The voice of the Lord makes the deer to calve And strips the forests bare; And in His temple
everything says, ‘Glory!” (NASB) What is it about the voice of the Lord that goes forth into the world and
helps the deer to calve and strips forest bare? David concludes his psalm saying 2g/) 2¢° 9127 1)
:0¥9W2 RY-NX 7120 | 7 1R Ryt Y T R0 oIy 99n 73 29:10 The Lord sat as King at the flood;
Yes, the Lord sits as King forever. 29:11 The Lord will give strength to His people; The Lord will bless His
people with peace. (NASB) The Lord sits as King over all, He brought the flood to destroy the wicked and it
is only be His mercy and grace that we do not see destruction. According to David, the Lord gives strength
to His people and blesses his people with peace. How does He give strength to His people? When the Lord
blesses His people with peace, is this an internal peace or simply an external form of peace?
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Tehillim / Psalms 29

A Psalm of David. 29:1 Ascribe to the
Lord, O sons of the mighty, Ascribe to
the Lord glory and strength. 29:2 As-
cribe to the Lord the glory due to His
name; Worship the Lord in holy array.
29:3 The voice of the Lord is upon the
waters; The God of glory thunders, The
Lord is over many waters. 29:4 The
voice of the Lord is powerful, The voice
of the Lord is majestic. 29:5 The voice of
the Lord breaks the cedars; Yes, the Lord
breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
29:6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
And Sirion like a young wild ox. 29:7
The voice of the Lord hews out flames
of fire. 29:8 The voice of the Lord shakes
the wilderness; The Lord shakes the wil-
derness of Kadesh. 29:9 The voice of the
Lord makes the deer to calve And strips
the forests bare; And in His temple ev-
erything says, ‘Glory!” 29:10 The Lord
sat as King at the flood; Yes, the Lord
sits as King forever. 29:11 The Lord
will give strength to His people; The
Lord will bless His people with peace.
(NASB)
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Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 29
29:1 A psalm of David. Give praise in the
presence of the Lord, O bands of angels;
give glory and might in the Lord’s pres-
ence. 29:2 Give the glory of his name in the
presence of the Lord; bow down before the
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 29:3 The
voice of the Lord is heard above the waters;
in his glorious might the Lord called out
over many waters. 29:4 The voice of the
Lord is heard in strength; the voice of the
Lord is heard in splendor. 29:5 The voice
of the Lord shatters cedars; the word of the
Lord has shattered the cedars of Lebanon.
29:6 And he made them jump like a calf —
Lebanon, and the Mount of Noisome Fruit,
like the young of oxen. 29:7 The voice
of the Lord splits flames of fire. 29:8 The
voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the word of the Lord shakes the wilderness
of Rekem. 29:9 The voice of the Lord im-
pregnates the hinds, and makes the beasts
of the forest give birth; and in his sanctu-
ary above, all his servants say, “Glory,” in
his presence. 29:10 In the generation of the
Flood, the Lord sat on his throne of judg-
ment to take vengeance on them; and the
Lord sat on the throne of mercy and saved
Noah; and he reigns over his children for-
ever and ever. 29: 11 The Lord gave the
Torah to his people; the Lord will bless his
people in peace. (EMC)
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Psalmoi / Psalms 29

A Psalm of David on the occasion of
the solemn assembly of the Tabernacle.
29:1 Bring to the Lord, ye sons of God,
bring to the Lord young rams; bring to
the Lord glory and honour. 29:2 Bring to
the Lord glory, due to his name; worship
the lord in his holy court. 29:3 The voice
of the Lord is upon the waters: the God
of glory has thundered: the Lord is upon
many waters. 29:4 The voice of the Lord
is mighty; the voice of the Lord is full of
majesty. 29:5 There is the voice of the
Lord who breaks the cedars; the Lord
will break the cedars of Libanus. 29:6
And he will beat them small, even Li-
banus itself, like a calf; and the beloved
one is as a young unicorn. 29:7 There is a
voice of the Lord who divides a flame of
fire. 29:8 A voice of the Lord who shakes
the wilderness; the Lord will shake the
wilderness of Cades. 29:9 The voice of
the Lord strengthens the hinds, and will
uncover the thickets: and in his temple
every one speaks of his glory. 29:10 The
Lord will dwell on the waterflood: and
the Lord will sit a king for ever. 29:11
The Lord will give strength to his peo-
ple; the Lord will bless his people with
peace. (LXX)

Tehillim / Psalms 29:1-11 opens with David saying 717°? 327 2°98 °32 717°7 127 77 iR X
;791 7922 A Psalm of David. 29:1 Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of the mighty, Ascribe to the Lord glory and
strength. (NASB) It is interesting that verses 1 and 2 both begin saying ““Ascribe to the Lord” (7377°% 327)

and that Brown Driver and Briggs Lexicon does not list the definition for the work 1257. Sefer Milim, a Dic-
tionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Bavli and Yerushalmi, and the Midrashic Literature by Marcus Jastro

on the other hand does list the word 1277 and states the meaning of this word is “to give.” David is saying
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““give to the Lord” both glory and strength. Marcus Jastro references Mishley / Proverbs 30:15 which says
7377 1R-KXD Y28 mavawn X9 n3 WY 27 27 12 RY | 73282 10 30:15 The leech has two daughters,
‘Give,” “Give.” There are three things that will not be satisfied, Four that will not say, ‘Enough’:(NASB) In
Mishley / Proverbs 30:15 this word is translated as *““give” supporting Marcus Jastro’s definition. Searching

the Tanach for the word 1233 (Hovu), this word as it is spelled occurs three times in the torah.
237 in the Torah

Bereshit / Genesis 47:16 :102 DOX-OX 02°1P»2 027 TIAK) 02°1P7 127 701 WX 10
47:16 Then Joseph said, ‘Give up your livestock, and | will give you food for your livestock,
since your money is gone.” (NASB)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 1:13 WX 02°02WH 2°VT°) 0°121 o721 DWIN 027 137 X
:02°WR72 1:13 “Choose wise and discerning and experienced men from your tribes, and |
will appoint them as your heads.” (NASB)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:3 :3°79K% 273 127 XX 717 oW 2 2 32:3 “‘For | proclaim
the name of the Lord; Ascribe greatness to our God! (NASB)

It is interesting in the opening verses to Parashat Haazinu (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:1-32:52) we find
Moshe declaring the Glory of God saying :13°77R? 972 9257 X% 717> 0¥ 2 2 32:3 “For | proclaim the
name of the Lord; Ascribe greatness to our God! (NASB) Studying these verses from Parashat Haazinu,
it is interesting to compare these verses from the Aramaic Targums (Onkelos and Pseudo Jonathan). Let’s
compare the text from three translations of the first four verse from Parashat Haazinu.

2% »=p @vma7 oo | Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:1-4

nga ymz;nq 1_‘1,3.-78.7 D?DWT‘ TR N 32:1 ‘Give ear, O heavens, and let me speak; And let the
'?5& 513 17'_m '*npb 15733 1y 2 :’;J—’W?JN earth hear the_ words of my m_ou_th. 32:2 ‘Let my teaching
°::'tz}y-;b_sz ;J.’:’.J:W': ; ;ztfzz'}-’b_:}_ m’y.m ’m drop as the rain, My speech distill as the dew, As the drop-
TEE As Eemm R e is =TT L+ ets on the fresh grass And as the showers on the herb. 32:3
T APTOR? 972 927 XX 71 OV 2 3| <For | proclaim the name of the Lord: Ascribe greatness to
MY PR VW 1I77-72 72 19¥2 'R XTI | our God! 32:4 “The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His

TRIT W) POTY 2 1RY T3 ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice,
' ' | Righteous and upright is He.

.
S x;:j;i;ﬂ?;;i? :;;";Tn?x’;ﬂg Targum Onkelos, Devarim /_Deuterono_my 32:1-4

ST TR SIERAL AN TR i LISTEN, ye heavens, and I will speak ; give ear, O earth, to
™7 K709 23PN 199K X903 092] 2 1M | the words of my mouth. My doctrine shall be soft as rain;
°D°072) ARNT™2Y PAYIT RN M2 0 | let it be received as the dew, and my word be as the breath
RIN 17 XY N 2 (RIWY-Hy=>7 RYipon | of the rain that breathes upon the grass, and as the showers
~YT RD'PA T :XIT9X DR XN 1277 vy | Of the latter rain upon the herbage. For in the Name of the
g Lo_rd do I invoke: Ascribe ye greatness unto our God; the
oo e T " | Mighty One whose works are perfect; for all His ways are

DTRTIAT P23 XY MW "IITRTINT 33@33@ justice; a faithful God from whom no iniquity proceedeth,
RATWWI 2T just and true is He.

Targum Onkelos is very similar to the Masoretic text saying that we are to Ascribe greatness to the Lord our
God and the reason is that His works are perfect, His ways are justice and truth. The Targum Pseudo Jona-
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than on the other hand contains a significantly expanded text on the first four verses from Parashat Haazinu.
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And when the last end of Moshe the prophet was at hand,
that he should be gathered from among the world, he said
in his heart: I will not attest against this people with wit-
nesses that taste of death in this world, behold, | attest
against them with witnesses which do not taste of death in
this world, and whose destination is to be renewed in the
world to come. Isaiah the prophet, when he prophesied in
the congregation of Israel, attributed hearing to the heav-
ens, and attentiveness to the earth; because (in his case)
earth was nearest and heaven more remote: but Moshe the
prophet, when he now prophesied in the congregation of
Israel, attributed hearing to the earth, and attentiveness to
the heavens; because (in his case) heaven was nearest and
earth more remote; for so it is written, Attend, ye heavens,
and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.
My doctrine shall smite the rebellious like heavy rain; but
shall be enjoyed with pleasantness by those who receive in-
struction, as the dew: my words shall be like the down-fall-
ing rain of the wind that breathes upon the grass in the
month of Marchesvan, and as the droppings of the latter
rain which water the springing herbage of the earth in Ni-
san. Woe to the wicked who make memorial of the Holy
Name with blasphemies. Wherefore Moshe, who was the
Doctor of Israel, would not permit himself to pronounce the
Holy Name until he had dedicated his mouth at the begin-
ning of his hymn with eighty and five letters, making twenty
and one words, and afterwards be spake: In the Name of the
Lord I invoke you, O house of Israel, to ascribe glory and
greatness before our God. Moshe the prophet said: When |
ascended the mountain of Sinai, | beheld the Lord of all the
worlds, the Lord, dividing the day into four portions; three
hours employed in the law, three with judgment, three in
making marriage bonds between man and woman, and ap-
pointing to elevate or to abase, arid three hours in the care
of every created thing: for so it is written: The Mighty One
whose works are perfect, for all His ways are judgment, a
faithful God before whom no iniquity comes forth, pure and
upright is He.

Notice how the rabbis go on to provide a rich description (interpretation) in Targum Pseudo Jonathan on the
first four verses from Parashat Haazinu, the rabbis describe the reason why Moshe called upon “Heaven and
Earth” to listen. They say that Moshe searched for a witness against these people who did not taste death in
this world and is destined to be renewed in the world to come. Heaven and earth would become an everlast-
ing witness against the wicked. They also say that “hearing” is attributed to the earth and “attentiveness”
is attributed to the heavens. Moshe says that his words will strike at the heart of the wicked whereas the
righteous will delight in his words. The rabbis also say that Moshe dedicated (sanctified) his mouth before
pronouncing the Holy Name of God. Following these things, Moshe calls upon the people to ““ascribe
glory and greatness before our God.” What does it mean to “ascribe’ or ““to give™ to the Lord glory and
strength? Are not greatness and glory already a part of who God is? How do we ascribe glory and strength
to the Lord God Almighty who is glorious and strong? The Aramaic Translation of the Psalms (Targum

Pseudo Jonathan) states °8 7177 QTP 1127 227K °12 X¥OKP1 2N RNFAWIN 717° Q7R 127 772 RN7AWIN X
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X1y 29:1 A psalm of David. Give praise in the presence of the Lord, O bands of angels; give glory and
might in the Lord’s presence. (EMC) And the Septuagint states yoAuog t@ dowid ££0diov okNnviic Evéykate
@ KVPi® viol Bgod Evéykate M KLPi® VIOV KPLDVY EvEykate T Kupim d6&av kal tiuiv A Psalm of David
on the occasion of the solemn assembly of the Tabernacle. 29:1 Bring to the Lord, ye sons of God, bring to
the Lord young rams; bring to the Lord glory and honour. (LXX) Notice how these translations are slightly
different from David’s words :T¥ 722 73712 3257 0998 °32 717°7 127 7177 21 R A Psalm of David. 29:1
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of the mighty, Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. (NASB) The Septuagint
(Greek Translation) of Tehillim / Psalms 29:1 parallels the ascribing glory and strength to the sons of God
bringing sacrifices of young rams and honor to the Lord, whereas the rabbis in the Targum Pseudo Jonathan
indicate that David is telling the Angels to give glory and strength in God’s presence. The meaning of the
word ““ascribe” or *“to give” within the context of Parashat Haazinu along with the various translations of
the Masoretic text suggest that we are to give glory, honor, and strength to the Lord, not only by the words
of our lips, but also by our actions in our lives. Notice in Parashat Haazinu from Targum Pseudo Jonathan,
Moshe sanctified his lips by speaking the Word of God prior to proclaiming the Holy Name. This suggests
the importance of our sanctifying our bodies, setting our bodies apart for service to the Lord. The Apostle
Paul wrote in Romans 12:1 'TlapakaAd ovv Vudc, 4dskpoi, S TV oikTipudy t0d Oe0d, Tapasticar To
oouata VU®V voiav (doav ayiav gvapeotov Td Oe®d, TNV Aoyknyv Aatpeiav dudv: 12:1 Therefore | urge
you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship. (NASB) He said we are to offer our bodies as living sacrifices and
that this is our spiritual act of worship. Looking closely at the Torah and the Psalms of David, it is very easy
to see how Paul determined that our spiritual act of worship is not just inwardly but also outwardly. The way
we live on this earth is a spiritual act of worship before the Lord. Based upon Paul’s letter to the Romans,
and upon David’s words here in Tehillim / Psalms 29:1, everything that we do is spiritual and therefore in
everything we do we give glory and strength to the Lord. 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 shows us the characteristics
of God’s love, the Love of God expresses itself outwardly in acts of righteousness. In a similar manner, we
show our love for the Lord in our outward acts of righteousness and holiness. This is the understanding the
Apostle James had when he said in James 2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘And Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend of God. 2:24 You
see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. (NASB) David says 29:1 Ascribe to the Lord, O
sons of the mighty, Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. (NASB) we are to do this in prayer, in worship,
and in the way that we live before God. David’s words here suggest that the glory, the honor, the greatness
(strength) of God is manifested in the way that he works in our lives, to make us new, to deliver us from sin,
and saving us from our enemies.
This seems to be the point David is making when he says in Tehillim / Psalms 29:2, 737°% 927 2
WIP-N1702 T2 NORY iAW 7929 29:2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to His name; Worship the
Lord in holy array. (NASB) This is exactly what we have been discussing previously indicated by Moshe in
Parashat Haazinu, 32:4 ‘“The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and
without injustice, Righteous and upright is He. (NASB) David uses the word TV (0z) meaning ““strong, pow-
erful, mighty, intense, fierce, fervent, formidable,”” and he provides examples of the glory and strength that
is due to the Name of the Lord saying J1>-212 7 :0°27 0°2-2¥ 117 D977 71223-98 203-28 711 2ip 3
12772 717 2P 19229:3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; The God of glory thunders, The Lord is
over many waters. 29:4 The voice of the Lord is powerful, The voice of the Lord is majestic. (NASB) The Ar-
amaic Translation states 7 :]°¥°30 17 2¥ 17 999K RNIPDW NP2 790K 7PN X1 9Y 392w 7377 R9p 3
IRITWA YOAW MIAT ROP XM VN 1707 X9 29:3 The voice of the Lord is heard above the waters; in
his glorious might the Lord called out over many waters. 29:4 The voice of the Lord is heard in strength; the
voice of the Lord is heard in splendor. (EMC) and the Septuagint translation says 29:3 @wvn} kvpiov £mi T®dV
VOATOV 0 080¢ TG 06ENC ERPdVTNGEV KUPLOG EML VIATM®V TOAAGV 29:4 pmVT| Kupiov &V ioybt pmVvN Kupiov &v
ueyarompeneio 29:3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory has thundered: the Lord is
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upon many waters. 29:4 The voice of the Lord is mighty; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. (LXX) The
example of strength is that the voice of the Lord is upon the waters and that the glory of God thunders over
many waters. Is this a reference to the flood account in Parashat Noach (Bereshit / Genesis 6:9-11:32)? Or,
is this a reference to the roar of the oceans or of a waterfall? We also know that in Parashat Bereshit, in the
beginning in Bereshit / Genesis 1:1-3, in order to create the universe, ““the spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light” Was David thinking of the power and
might (strength) of God in His creation of the Heaven’s and the Earth? This follows through with the idea
that David was thinking upon Parashat Haazinu (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:3). In Parashat Bereshit, the
Spirit of God hovered over the waters and then the voice of God spoke the Word and said ““let there be light
and there was light.” David’s words of the “voice of the Lord is upon the waters” is very indicative that
David was thinking of both Parashat Haazinu and Bereshit. The Ruach (Spirit) of God we know may also
be translated as “‘wind,” it moves, we cannot see it but we can feel it. The Spirit of God is what represents
God’s power. The mind and disposition of man demonstrates the power by which He (the Lord) puts His
thoughts into operation in the hearts of men. ““23:7 For as he thinks within himself, so he is. He says to you,
‘Eat and drink!” But his heart is not with you.” (Mishley / Proverbs 23:7,X377-12 w9312 WY@-in3 | 3 1
STRY-22 9291 72 KR AN 910R); and similarly the Lord God He is spirit (John 4:24 ‘God is spirit, and
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” NASB). In the Tanach we find references to ““‘the
Spirit of God” or ““the Spirit of the Lord.” Passages found in Acts 2, records the pouring out of the Holy
Spirit upon the apostles on the day of Shavuot (Pentecost). Peter explained that this was a fulfillment of the
prophecy of Joel, in which it is described as the pouring out of ““‘my (God’s) Spirit” (Acts 2:17). The gospel
of Luke 4:1 records that Yeshua *““being full of the Holy spirit” returned from Jordan; later in the same chap-
ter Yeshua speaks of this also being a fulfillment of Isaiah 61 (““The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me...”).
Then in the Apostolic writings the Holy Spirit of God is paralleled with the power of God in Luke 1:35 The
angel answered and said to her, ‘“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God. (NASB), Paul said in
Romans 15:13-19, 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (NASB), and 15:19 in the power of signs and wonders,
in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricum | have fully preached
the gospel of Christ. (NASB) He also said to the Thessalonians in 1 Thessalonians 1:5 for our gospel did
not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you
know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. (NASB) The promise of the Holy Spirit
to the disciples was spoken of as their being Luke 24:49 ““... clothed with power from on high.” Yeshua is
described as being Acts 10:38 *“... anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”” (NASB) In addition
to this, the Apostle Paul said that his preaching was with undeniable displays of God’s power (1 Corinthians
2:4) in the demonstration of the Spirit (Ruach) of God. Tehillim / Psalms 29:2, which statesi717°7 127 2
WTP-NTT02 712 ORI W 7129 29:2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to His name; Worship the Lord
in holy array. (NASB), all of these things are consistent with David’s words 712273-7% 273-2¥ 717 23 2

1702 7 Dip 092 MI-2ip 7 :0027 oon-hY a3 0°9729:3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
The God of glory thunders, The Lord is over many waters. 29:4 The voice of the Lord is powerful, The voice
of the Lord is majestic. (NASB) It is indeed by the power of the Holy Spirit that we are given the power to
overcome sin.

David continues saying :113277 *1IR-NX 737 02WN 2°1IX N3 717 3P 17 29:5 The voice of the

Lord breaks the cedars; Yes, the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. (NASB) David drew a parallel
to the glory and strength of the Lord in His creation, why does he then say that the voice of the Lord is able
to break in pieces the cedars of Lebanon? What is so significant about the cedars of Lebanon? A survey of
the bible regarding the cedars of Lebanon produces the following results.
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Cedars of Lebanon mentioned in the Bible

« “Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars. Howl, fir tree; for
the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are spoiled: howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the
forest of the vintage is come down.” (Zechariah 11:1-2)

« ““He moves his tail like a cedar; The sinews of his thighs are tightly knit.”” (Job 40:17)

* “The priest shall take cedar wood and hyssop and scarlet material and cast it into the
midst of the burning heifer.”” (Bamidbar / Numbers 19:6)

» “The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree, He will grow like a cedar in Leba-
non.”” (Tehillim / Psalm 92:12)

« “l will put the cedar in the wilderness, The acacia and the myrtle and the olive tree; |
will place the juniper in the desert Together with the box tree and the cypress.” (Isaiah
41:19)

« “Behold, Assyria was a cedar in Lebanon With beautiful branches and forest shade,
And very high, And its top was among the clouds.” (Ezekiel 31:3)

* “Yet it was | who destroyed the Amorite before them, Though his height was like the
height of cedars And he was strong as the oaks; | even destroyed his fruit above and his
root below.” (Amos 2:9)

« “For the Lord of hosts will have a day of reckoning Against everyone who is proud
and lofty And against everyone who is lifted up, That he may be abased. And it will be
against all the cedars of Lebanon that are lofty and lifted up, Against all the oaks of
Bashan, Against all the lofty mountains, Against all the hills that are lifted up,” (Isaiah
2:12-14)

» “The king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem, and he made cedars as plen-
tiful as sycamore trees that are in the lowland.”” (1 Kings 10:27)

The cedars of Lebanon are commonly referred to in Scripture. Cedar wood is an aromatic, durable wood
and was highly desirable for building in Israel. David used in it building his palace (2 Samuel 5:11 and 1
Chronicles 17:1), and Solomon used it in the construction of the temple and a palace for himself (2 Chroni-
cles 2:3-8). Solomon was said to have made the cedar as plentiful in Jerusalem as the sycamore-fig trees in
the Shephelah (2 Chronicles 1:15). In addition to this, the second temple was also constructed from cedars
(Ezra 3:7). According to the Scriptures, the cedars of Lebanon were a prized wood, it was special enough
for the construction of the holy Temple of God. The Palermo Stone, a large fragment of a pillar known as
the Royal Annals of the Old Kingdom of Ancient Egypt, contains records of the kings of Egypt from the
first dynasty through the fifth dynasty. The Palermo Stone indicates that cedar was imported to Egypt in the
reign of the 4™ dynasty during king Sneferu’s reign, (2613-2589 BCE). One of the primary uses of cedar was
for boat construction (el-Awady, T. 2009. Sahure — the pyramid causeway: History and decoration program
in the Old Kingdom. Czech Institute of Egyptology; Abusir 16. Prague.). The Egyptian tale of Wen-Amun,
from the 11" century BCE, recounts the travels of an Egyptian official to Byblos to negotiate for cedar wood.
One of the earliest references to cedar in Mesopotamia comes from the reign of Sargon of Akkad (2334-
2279 BCE). It is interesting to note the context of Solomon acquiring the cedars of Lebanon in 1 Kings 10.
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1 Kings 10:26-28

10:26 Now Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen; and he had 1, 400 chariots and 12,
000 horsemen, and he stationed them in the chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem.
10:27 The king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem, and he made cedars as plen-
tiful as sycamore trees that are in the lowland. 10:28 Also Solomon’s import of horses was
from Egypt and Kue, and the king’s merchants procured them from Kue for a price. (NASB)

Here Solomon was acquiring chariots, horsemen, cities, silver, cedars, and he was importing horses from
Egypt, etc. What is the significance of these things? Chariots and boats may be used for war. These are the
strength of nations. The short survey of the Scriptures on *““cedars’ suggest that cedars are a reference to
the power and strength of Behemoth (Job 40 :15-17) and to the pride of Assyria and Lebanon. David words
1193297 TIR-NR 1T 12N 201K AW 33 23R 1729:5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; Yes, the
Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. (NASB) suggests that it is the Lord who tears down strongholds
and removes the pride and strength of the nations. “The cedars of Lebanon™ appear to take on a symbolism
of the nations and their strength and pride.
David continues saying WX Ni272 237 A17-299 T :2R7-12 99 WY 19127 Day-in9 TR
WP 2T M 20 02T e a1 2P 11 29:6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, And Sirion like a
young wild ox. 29:7 The voice of the Lord hews out flames of fire. 29:8 The voice of the Lord shakes the
wilderness; The Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. (NASB) What is the importance of the Lord causing
Lebanon to skip like a calf and Sirion like a wild
ox? Sirion is another name for Mount Hermon. Turkey
Note also that Lebanon is north of Israel. “Mount ASIA
Hermon” is a mountain cluster in the Eastern
Lebanon mountain range. Its summit straddles  Greace
the border between Syria and Lebanon (9,232 ft Cvp rus
above sea level) and is the highest point in Syria.
The southern slopes of Mount Hermon extend to LEEANON
the Israeli portion of the Golan Heights. David’s
comment making Lebanon skip like calves and
Sirion like a wild ox, he is obviously speaking of ‘i Jor
the mountains of Lebanon in the context of the Egypt
Psalm. The power of the Word of God, the voice : .
of the Lord is capable of causing the mountains to AERICA E ;Lg?;
jump around. Could he be referring to earth-
quakes or volcanoes? These comments regarding
the mountains of Lebanon speak of the strength of God and seem to parallel Parashat Haazinu and Bereshit
as discussed earlier. The Lord has the power to deliver us and even to cast down mountains. David also says
that “The voice of the Lord hews out flames of fire” (:WR nia72 2¥1 73°-232 ). There are many referenc-
es throughout the Scriptures that speak of the Lord and the use of fire and/or flame. Parashat Chukat (Bam-
idbar / Numbers 19:1-22:1) speaks of Israel’s destruction of Heshbon during their wilderness journey.

Bamidbar / Numbers 21:26-31

21:26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who had fought against the
former king of Moab and had taken all his land out of his hand, as far as the Arnon. 21:27
Therefore those who use proverbs say, ‘Come to Heshbon! Let it be built! So let the city of
Sihon be established. 21:28 ‘For a fire went forth from Heshbon, A flame from the town of
Sihon; It devoured Ar of Moab, The dominant heights of the Arnon. 21:29 “Woe to you, O
Moab! You are ruined, O people of Chemosh! He has given his sons as fugitives, And his

8 Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 29 | v3 0°%°1n 750 —
daughters into captivity, To an Amorite king, Sihon. 21:30 ‘But we have cast them down,
Heshbon is ruined as far as Dibon, Then we have laid waste even to Nophah, Which reaches
to Medeba.” 21:31 Thus Israel lived in the land of the Amorites. (NASB)

T TXIR-72-N MR TN 2N T3 D23 KA KT N 2R 00 1Y 112w 02 13
T N WR-"2 10 70 1Y 13130 A32R 12 N2 007WnT 1N 12-7Y 1D HIR-TY
103 Win-0Y D728 2RI 77-0IR - 03 IR NiR2 V292 IR Y 7798 110 npn 1277 1AW
YR MOI-TY D) 1207-7Y 1IAwD 7a8 0N 7 IR R T9n% Nhawa 1N ouho 1

DIIRT PIND ORI YN KD RATN-TY

The Scriptures say that a fire went forth from Heshbon and a flame from the town of Sihon which devoured
Ar of Moab the heights of the Arnon. The Arnon is the southern boundary of the territory of Israel beyond
Jordan, that separates Israel from the land of Moab (Devarim / Deuteronomy 3:8, 3:16). This river (referred
to twenty-four times in the Bible) rises in the mountains of Gilead, and falls into the Dead Sea. It is inter-
esting how Parashat Chukat speaks of the destruction of these high places which are known as strongholds,
the places of power of the nations and of there gods. There also may be a spiritual connection with regard
to the high places being the places of worship to the gods of the nations. Parashat Shemot (Shemot / Exodus

1:1-6:1) speaks of the Lord appearing in a blazing flame in Shemot / Exodus 3:2 198 1737 9872 87”1 2
(IR NPR 7300 WRI W2 7397 737 R 7390 7 WR-N2932 3:2 The angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the
bush was not consumed. (NASB) The Lord can divide the flame, David said that the voice of the Lord hews

out flames of fire literally saying 2X7 the Lord ““carves out™ flames of fire. The Lord uses these things for
his purposes to burn away the dross or the chaff to make us into the image that He chooses. Not only does
the voice of the Lord carve out flames of fire, David says 29:8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;

The Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. (NASB) (:W7i? 12772 71 22 0277 2°m 711 2ip 1) “Kadesh”
(W7?) that David is speaking of is not “Kadesh-barnea” (Joshua 15:23) the place the children of Israel went
to while in the wilderness; it is “Kadesh-Naphtali’” (Judges 4:6) which is located near Lebanon, indicated

by the mountains of Lebanon that are spoken of in Tehillim / Psalms 29:6. The word ¥R “Kadesh™ comes
from the root word Kadosh meaning sanctified, holy, separate, to be devoted or dedicated. The wilderness

and Kadesh are placed in parallel in this verse. From the name “holy”” (¥'7 “Kadesh”) this place may have
been an ancient sanctuary. This is indicated by the decision for the city to be one of the cities of refuge, a
place of peace and protection (Joshua 20:1-9). Kedesh in Galilee in Mount Naphtal was given to the chil-
dren of Naphtali and assigned to the Gershonite Levites. (Joshua 21:32). It was the home of Barak, and here
his host assembled. When the Assyrians invaded the land under Tiglath-pileser, it was among the first cities
to be captured, and its inhabitants were deported (2 Kings 15:29). Near Kedesh was also fought the great
battle between Jonathan the Maccabee and Demetrius (1 Maccabees 11:63).

According to David :7123 7R 193 192°721 iy qwin) nivR 9% | 717 2 v 29:9 The voice
of the Lord makes the deer to calve And strips the forests bare; And in His temple everything says, ‘Glory!”
(NASB) It is interesting that the voice of the Lord also causes the deer to calve and strips the forest bare. It
seems that the voice of the Lord does everything, from the gentle care of helping a deer to calve to destroy-
ing the forests (the pride of the nations), like that of Lebanon which represented power, covetousness, and
pride. In addition to that, the voice of the Lord says “Glory!”” in His Temple. What is it about the voice
of the Lord that goes forth into the world and helps the deer to calve and strips forest bare? In Parashat
Vayetze (Bereshit / Genesis 28:10-32:2) Jacob made a vow in Bereshit / Genesis 28:20-21 saying “If God
will be with me and watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and cloths to

wear so that | return safely to my father’s house, then the Lord will be my God;” (W'Dx? 973 2PYY 7 D
DPW2 "RV KD W97 TA31 N7 D7 “2-109) T2 "I WK AT T2 1R Ty Doy M-8
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:0o9RYG 9% i 7271 028 N°2-9X) whereas, the Targum Onkelos we read ““If the Word of the Lord will be
with me ... then the Word of the Lord will be my God” (>7¥032 27 R 30 OX 07 20 2Py 077 D
2T RYR IR 1027 DY 0NN KD 10707 1091 72007 K2 07 T V0N KN T KT KW I
'NRI9RY 99). According to the Aramaic translation, the Word of the Lord will be Jacob’s God. The rabbinic
interpretation (translation) of the nature of the Word as equal to the Lord God Almighty is fascinating. Is
this what David was thinking when he made His comments regarding the voice of the Lord? The voice of
the Lord is powerful, majestic, breaks the cedars of Lebanon, makes the mountains skip like calves, carves
out flames of fire, shakes the wilderness and Kadesh, helps to calve the deer, strips forests bare, and says
“Glory!”” in His Temple. Studying the Torah from the Targum Onkelos, Jacob believes the Lord’s Memra

(A%, Word) will be his God, the Lord God says I will save Israel through My Memra (7772°%, Word),
Abraham was justified through the Memra (777°1, Word) of God, the Memra (777°%, Word) gave Israel
the Torah, Moshe prayed to the Memra (77727, Word), the Memra (77727, Word) spoke from the burning

bush, and the Memra (7772°R, Word) of the Lord created the World, it is no far stretch to understand how
David sees the voice of God in light of the rabbinic understanding on the Word of the Lord according to the
Aramaic translations. The Word of the Lord, the voice of God is not simply a element of speech or writing.

According to early traditions (i.e. Targum Neofiti) man was created in the image of the Memra (777°2,
Word) of the Lord (Bereshit / Genesis1:27, 7°0° 7192 > Q7P 11 M7 7°XMNT2 XWI 72 N 9T 579%% X2

170° X2 71°2171 127). The Targum Pseudo-Jonathan, a Targum printed in the Rabbinic bibles on Devarim /
Deuteronomy 4:7 in the Masoretic Text reads “What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them
the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him?”” Whereas, the Aramaic Targum states “The
Memra of Lord God sits upon His throne high and lifted up ...”” The concept of ““the Word™ obtained from
the Aramaic translations of the Torah reveals profound truths that open up our understanding on David’s
words in Tehillim / Psalms 29.
David concludes his psalm saying 73777 107 $0¥7 19 7037 X0 109999 9920 0170 2w 2w Dant a1 o
:099W2 nyY-NX 7727 | 29:10 The Lord sat as King at the flood; Yes, the Lord sits as King forever. 29:11 The
Lord will give strength to His people; The Lord will bless His people with peace. (NASB) The Lord sits as
King over all, He brought the flood to destroy the wicked and it is only be His mercy and grace that we do
not see destruction today. According to David, the Lord gives strength to His people and blesses his people
with peace. How does He give strength to His people? The Apostle John told us that it was the divine Word
of God that had come down to dwell among us. It is through the Word that we can know God personally. In
the Apostolic Writings, Matthew 24:35, Mark 8:38, 13:31, Luke6:47, 9:26, 21:33,24:44, John5:47, 14:24,
and 15:7, Yeshua says “my words” in these verses. Yeshua, He is the living Word of God, He is the creative
work of God, the agent by which God created the world and even more importantly the agent through whom
we are saved and redeemed from the curse of sin. David says that the Lord sits as King forever. The Ap-
ostolic Writings explain to us that Yeshua is the one through whom the world was created and in whom all

things consist (Colossians 1:12-29). Examining the Aramaic Targums, the theology of the Memra (A772°7,
Word) of God who created all things and the voice of God that is powerful, majestic, breaks the cedars of
Lebanon, makes the mountains skip like calves, carves out flames of fire, shakes the wilderness and Kadesh,
helps to calve the deer, strips forests bare, and says “Glory!”” in His Temple. Can you see the Power that
is in the Name of Yeshua the living Word of God? Studying Tehillim / Psalms 29 reveals the power in the
Name. The Hebrew and Aramaic texts provide evidence that by God’s Word, He truly has spoken to us in
these last days by His Son, Yeshua the Messiah. The Lord has provided atonement in Yeshua according to
His Word. The significance of what we have studied today is that there is power in the name to receive the
forgiveness of sins. In order to be forgiven of our sins, we must believe in the one God had sent to save us
from our sins, at the name of Yeshua every knee will blow (powerful, majestic), nobody will be able to stand
before Him in their pride or by their own power (He breaks the cedars of Lebanon, makes the mountains
skip like calves, carves out flames of fire, shakes the wilderness and Kadesh, helps to calve the deer, strips
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forests bare). So David says :T¥ 7122 17°2 127 27X 212 7I7°% 127 7177 7N X A Psalm of David. 29:1
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of the mighty, Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. (NASB), Let’s give glory
and honor and praise to the Lord God Almighty, the Lord has given strength to His people in His Son, the
living Word! Halelluia! Let’s Pray.

Heavenly Father,

David says “Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!” We proclaim to You ... Glory ... and Strength!
We pray in faith believing and thanking You for leading us into all truth. We thank you for your mercy and
grace Lord. According to the Scriptures You would make known Your ways, Your truth, and the path in
which You want us to walk in as Sons of Righteousness and we thank you for calling us and drawing us near
to You. We Thank You Lord for giving us Your Word, teaching us Your ways, and revealing these truths to
us today. Have mercy Lord and save us from our sins in Yeshua’s name. Thank You for sending Your son
Yeshua the Messiah who laid His life down on our behalf so that we may enter into Your salvation. Thank
You Lord for paying the covenant price for the forgiveness of our sins. We believe that Your Word directs
us to Your Son Yeshua, and that in Him we have the hope of eternal life. Help us to trust in You Lord as we
wait patiently for You and Your presence each day. Help us to dedicated our lives to You each day, fill us
with Your presence Lord and thank You for revealing these truths to our hearts. We praise Your Holy Name
and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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