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Prayer and being Son’s of Righteousness

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 28:1-9, David opens saying PR | 777 28 177 X
1732 779-0Y AW 1R TYnN-19 2Inn WIgR-28 1% A Psalm of David. 28:1 To You, O Lord, | call;
My rock, do not be deaf to me, For if You are silent to me, | will become like those who go down to the pit.
(NASB) How does David understand those who go down to the pit? What does it mean to go down to the
pit? David is crying out for the Lord to hear him saying 7°27-7% >7° *RW32 7°98 Vw2 *1nn 2ip vaw 2
:022%2 Ny oPYY-0Y OiPY MaT 1IN C9¥E-0Y) DOYWI-0Y IWHR-OR X (WTR 28:2 Hear the voice of
my supplications when I cry to You for help, When I lift up my hands toward Your holy sanctuary. 28:3 Do
not drag me away with the wicked And with those who work iniquity, Who speak peace with their neighbors,
While evil is in their hearts. (NASB) Why does David feel the Lord will drag him away with the wicked and
those who work iniquity? He asks the Lord to render to the wicked the work of their hands, saying -10 7
TYN-78) M NPy-28 027 X7 03 11077 093 AW 077 10 07T AWyn? 07vvn ¥91 07¥03 0
:012° X9 0DI7? 1°71°28:4 Requite them according to their work and according to the evil of their practices;
Requite them according to the deeds of their hands; Repay them their recompense. 28:5 Because they do
not regard the works of the Lord Nor the deeds of His hands, He will tear them down and not build them
up. (NASB) David is asking the Lord to deal with the wicked in a just manner. It doesn’t appear that he
is asking the Lord to maliciously repay the wicked. According to these verses, it is not wrong to pray for
justice to be done to those who violate the Torah, do not love their neighbors, and do harm to the innocent.
David continues saying *27 121 SRV °27 M0 9253301 1Y | A1 T 23300 93P viaw-o i 102 )
OXWI) QY IN203-NR T2 TRY-NR YU 0 RIS DIV 1ivm in7-1v A 0oTing wm
:0%7V7-7Y 28:6 Blessed be the Lord, Because He has heard the voice of my supplication. 28:7 The Lord is
my strength and my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and | am helped; Therefore my heart exults, And with my
song | shall thank Him. 28:8 The Lord is their strength, And He is a saving defense to His anointed. 28:9
Save Your people and bless Your inheritance; Be their shepherd also, and carry them forever. (NASB) David
believes that the Lord has heard his prayer. He proclaims that the Lord is his strength and shield and places
his trust in the Lord, as a result of that trust, his heart gives praises to the Lord in song. David ends the Psalm
by remembering the covenant promises in the Torah and sees the Lord as the Shepherd of His people.

"mIN  Aramaic Greek
712 P95 792 Nad
9PN P RIR T N7 79 X

EMMVIKOG
YAAMOI 28

28:1 100 daud mpog oé Kkupte Exéxpala O
0edg pov Wi mapactwnnong &' Euod prmote

Hebrew
72 1D 2Y%nn N80
MR [ AT TR N7 K

nsaay

"3 "I YOR-19 I WAgD-oX
ip vy 2192 07P-ay N
-8 0T OXWIR TR YW s
-0Y C1WRN-9R X AWTR 3T
0i2Y 127 TN V7y¥B-0y) VY

:022%2 7y opeyn-ay

1 PINWN R1PYT 510 PINwn K
93P 2 X2 NN QY NP2 NNNRY
WINOR 72 MY 9¥n2 "NIwa Hpa
R? 3 TP 9% 07p 1982 07
R?°¥ 272V 0¥ XOPOWI OV *137°AN
=WO2) NAPIAN QY RADW YRR 07
7772292 117292 RMWP2Y RN

TAPACLWTAONG &' éuod kol Opowwdnioopat
10l katapaivovoy  glg  Adkkov 28:2
elodkovoov TG QwVAG TG Oenoewg pHov
év 1@ Oéeolal pe mpog o€ v @ pe aipety
XEIPAG pov mpdg vaodov &ywdov cov 28:3 un
GUVEAKVOT|G HETA AULOPTOADY TNV YOV
pov kol peta pyoalopévov adwiov pn
GLVOTOAEONG LE TAV AoAODVTOV EPHVNV
HETA TV TANGIOV aT®V Kakd O €V Taig
Kapdioig avTdv

Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry




D27Yn Y121 D992 07710 T
D93 W7 D 10 DT AYYR3
npye-H W R 102
K71 007 1T, TWER-78) 73T
2P yRy-"3 MM A2 1o
MY 127331 7Y | 7T T 300
PWR *27 YN NI 027
1YY 2Ty MY 1 ooaTInN
YW 0 IR IYR nivawd
DY AN703-NN 7723 TY-NY
:0%iVa-7y oW

Tehillim / Psalms 28

28:1 To You, O Lord, I call; My rock,
do not be deaf to me, For if You are si-
lent to me, I will become like those who
go down to the pit. 28:2 Hear the voice
of my supplications when I cry to You
for help, When I lift up my hands to-
ward Your holy sanctuary. 28:3 Do not
drag me away with the wicked And with
those who work iniquity, Who speak
peace with their neighbors, While evil
is in their hearts. 28:4 Requite them ac-
cording to their work and according to
the evil of their practices; Requite them
according to the deeds of their hands;
Repay them their recompense. 28:5 Be-
cause they do not regard the works of
the Lord Nor the deeds of His hands, He
will tear them down and not build them
up. 28:6 Blessed be the Lord, Because
He has heard the voice of my supplica-
tion. 28:7 The Lord is my strength and
my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and
I am helped; Therefore my heart exults,
And with my song I shall thank Him.
28:8 The Lord is their strength, And He
is a saving defense to His anointed. 28:9
Save Your people and bless Your inheri-
tance; Be their shepherd also, and carry
them forever. (NASB)
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Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 28
28:1 Of David. To you, O Lord, I cry; O
my strength, do not be silent to me, lest,
when you are silent, I become like those
who descend to the pit. 28:2 Accept the
voice of my petition when I pray to you,
whenever I spread my hands in prayer
before your holy temple. 28:3 Do not
drag me away with the wicked or with
those who do wrong; who speak peace
with their fellows, while evil is in their
hearts. 28:4 Give to them according to
their deeds, and according to their evil
deeds; according to the works of their
hands, repay them; turn upon them their
retribution. 28:5 Because they do not
understand the Torah of the Lord or the
works of his hands; he will tear them
down and not rebuild them. 28:6 Bless-
ed is the Lord because he has accepted
the voice of my prayer. 28:7 The Lord
is my strength and shield; on him my
heart has set its hope; and you have aid-
ed me, and my heart exults; I will give
thanks in his presence by my psalm. 28:8
The Lord is their strength and might; he
is the redemption of his anointed. 28:9
Redeem your people and bless your in-
heritance; feed them and support them
forever. (EMC)
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Psalmoi / Psalms 28

A Psalm of David. 28:1 To thee, O Lord,
have I cried; my God, be not silent toward
me: lest thou be silent toward me, and so
I should be likened to them that go down
to the pit. 28:2 Hearken to the voice of my
supplication, when I pray to thee, when I lift
up my hands toward thy holy temple. 28:3
Draw not away my soul with sinners, and
destroy me not with the workers of iniqui-
ty, who speak peace with their neighbours,
but evils are in their hearts. 28:4 Give them
according to their works, and according to
the wickedness of their devices: give them
according to the works of their hands; ren-
der their recompense unto them. 28:5 Be-
cause they have not attended to the works
of the Lord, even to the works of his hands,
thou shalt pull them down, and shalt not
build them up. 28:6 Blessed be the Lord,
for he has hearkened to the voice of my
petition. 28:7 The Lord is my helper and
my defender; my heart has hoped in him,
and I am helped: my flesh has revived, and
willingly will T give praise to him. 28:8 The
Lord is the strength of his people, and the
saving defender of his anointed. 28:9 Save
thy people, and bless thine inheritance: and
take care of them, and lift them up for ever.
(LXX)

Tehillim / Psalms 28:1-9, opens with David saying *37% WIR-28 18 RIPY | 73 PR 177 X

1932 771-0Y CRPWNI I TWnn-19 A Psalm of David. 28:1 To You, O Lord, I call; My rock, do not be

deaf to me, For if You are silent to me, I will become like those who go down to the pit. (NASB) How does
David understand those who go down to the pit? What does it mean to go down to the pit? Here David is

saying that he does not want to be comparable to one who descends to the pit (112 *771>-0¥ *RWNI)) using
the word 732 meaning nm “hole, pit, oubliette, dungeon.” It is interesting that the word 732 is used only
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— Tehillim / Psalms 28 | 13 0°%°1n 750 —
six times in the Torah in Bereshit / Genesis 37:22, 37:28-29, 41:14, Shemot / Exodus 12:29 and 21:33-34.
Let’s review these verses from the Torah.

Bereshit / Genesis 37:22, 37:28-29, 41:14
37:22 Reuben further said to them, ‘Shed no blood. Throw him into this pit that is in the wil-
derness, but do not lay hands on him’ that he might rescue him out of their hands, to restore

him to his father. (NASB) 1177 9923-2% iNX 1277200 07-129WN-2X 12387 | D728 MR 2D
PAR-OX 12T 07 IR D™D YR 12-n7WA-DR 70 127102 WK

37:28 Then some Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and lifted Joseph out of
the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. Thus they brought Joseph

into Egypt. (NASB) 11211 9323-7 A01°-N 123 10w 0°50 220770 2°WIK 1129 11D
[RTIED NOI-NY NN QD DY DOYRYRY?? AOP-NY

37:29 Now Reuben returned to the pit, and behold, Joseph was not in the pit; so he tore his
garments. (NASB) :1°732-NX ¥712°1 7922 A01-1K 7137] 927-98 12387 20 11

41:14 Then Pharaoh sent and called for Joseph, and they hurriedly brought him out of the
dungeon; and when he had shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came to Pharaoh.

(NASB) :19712-2% K271 PII73W 27207 12371 M23-12 9 A0P-n8 X pn avp nzyn. 7

Shemot / Exodus 12:29, 21:33-34
12:29 Now it came about at midnight that the Lord struck all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who

was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of cattle. (NASB) 17277 717" 17290 °%¥2a | >3 11
2§92 591 9927 N°22 WK C2WT 7102 TY IR0I-5Y 2PT YT 1920 2MEN PIND 190292
T2

21:33 ‘If a man opens a pit, or digs a pit and does not cover it over, and an ox or a donkey
falls into it, 21:34 the owner of the pit shall make restitution; he shall give money to its own-

er, and the dead animal shall become his. (NASB) 72 &K 1172>-°2 X 992 UPR nR>-o2) a2
9= T VYR W) 103 OY Nia3 ova 77 ian X W Y207 92} X7

According to the Torah, the word 712 is used as a reference to a ““pit,”” for example one in which the sons of
Israel threw Joseph into because they hated him. This word is also used to refer to a dungeon, Joseph was
cast into a dungeon and Pharaoh called for Joseph and they brought him out of the dungeon. During Pesach

(Passover) the first born in Egypt who were locked up in a dungeon (732) also died. In Shemot / Exodus
21:33-34, there is a mitzvah regarding digging a pit and what to do if a neighbors ox or donkey falls into it.
In Tehillim / Psalms 28, David seeks the Lord so that he is not like one who goes down to the pit. Studying

the interpretation of the word 732 according to the Torah it appears that David is thinking of being compared

to one who is guilty and deserving of punishment. In addition to this, the word 732 is also used to refer to
the grave in Tehillim / Psalms 30:3, 88:4, and Isaiah 14:15, 14:19, and 38:18.

Tehillim / Psalms 30:3, 88:4
30:3 O Lord, You have brought up my soul from Sheol; You have kept me alive, that | would

not go down to the pit. (NASB) :333 [>72] ->T71 *I0°1 W91 2iRy-1a by mym 7
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88:3 For my soul has had enough troubles, And my life has drawn near to Sheol. 88:4 | am
reckoned among those who go down to the pit; | have become like a man without strength,
88:5 Forsaken among the dead, Like the slain who lie in the grave, Whom You remember

no more, And they are cut off from Your hand. (NASB) 2iRW/% »m) *W/91 niva nyaw-3 7
73R AW | D097 W WHn D02 1 IN-TR 1233 N M2 VTIP-0Y AW 7 v
SO AT M TIY 027 XD W

Isaiah 14:12-19, 38:18

14:12 “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have
been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations! 14:13 ‘But you said in your
heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit
on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north. 14:14 ‘1 will ascend above the heights
of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” 14:15 ‘Nevertheless you will be thrust
down to Sheol, To the recesses of the pit. 14:16 ‘Those who see you will gaze at you, They
will ponder over you, saying, ‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble, Who shook king-
doms, 14:17 Who made the world like a wilderness And overthrew its cities, Who did not
allow his prisoners to go home?’ 14:18 “All the kings of the nations lie in glory, Each in his
own tomb. 14:19 ‘But you have been cast out of your tomb Like a rejected branch, Clothed
with the slain who are pierced with a sword, Who go down to the stones of the pit Like a

trampled corpse. (NASB) 3 :0213-5¥ WHin vaRY AYTN 0W-12 9270 0on¥n A9 PR 2
T 7998 N30 TYIN-1T2 WY ORI 7N IX-"23907 2vin YN DMWY 72272 DR 0K
PR IR PR T0 1992003798 TR FINY-DR AN W0 1YY TN Y 2NR2-2Y A7uN
PTOR 077 P 2702 2A0 Y T iNIdZnm WY PING T2 WORT A1 23920 TR
%12 TN3PN DA2WT AORY L N33 WOR 71222 120W 07 1A 07002 M N3 Mng-XY
1023 1393 T92-732K-2K 771 277 1R 00377 Wb avns

38:18 “‘For Sheol cannot thank You, Death cannot praise You; Those who go down to the pit
cannot hope for Your faithfulness. 38:19 ‘It is the living who give thanks to You, as | do to-

day; A father tells his sons about Your faithfulness. (NASB) 7773° N2 7730 23Ry X9-2 11
ARNR-P8 Y270 00327 a8 010 01N 971 KT 00 0 k-8 99— 1N2w0-RD

In Tehillim / Psalms 30:3, the context of the verse is the Lord who brought David up from Sheol (the grave)
and therefore he did not go down to the pit. Here the pit and the grave are drawn into parallel. In Tehillim
/ Psalms 88:4, the context states that the troubles of life have brought one’s soul to Sheol and he has been
reckoned as one who goes down to the pit (88:4) and like one who was slain who lays in the grave (88:5).
Isaiah uses the word with reference to the one who has fallen from heaven, the one who boasted that he
would be like the Most High God, this one was thrust down to the grave (Sheol) to the recesses of the pit
(14:15). Isaiah continues saying that this one was cat out of his tomb, he was clothed with the slain who
were pierced with the sword. This seems to indicate that he is covered in blood, and the verse continues
saying that he goes down to the stones of the pit like a trampled corpse (14:19). In Isaiah 28:18, he says
38:18 “For Sheol cannot thank You, Death cannot praise You; Those who go down to the pit cannot hope
for Your faithfulness. (NASB) paralleling *““sheol,” “death,” and the “pit”” with one another. When David
makes the statement regarding the pit and asking the Lord not to be compared to one who is descending to
the pit, he is referring to those who die. The word 732 is a reference to the grave, to death, and he believes
that if he did not obtain help from the Lord he would die and be overwhelmed with the despair of life. David
says, “l become like them that go down into the pit”” may either be like one that falls into a ditch and cannot
help himself out, and they cry, and there is none to take me out from this ditch; or this may be like one who
dies in battle, and are cast into a pit and there buried in a common grave with others. This sort of thing did
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happen in those days when the people would clear off the land from the dead and burying the bodies. Da-
vid might have feared that would be his case, as a result of Saul’s violent pursuit after him. The important
point is that David was seeking the Lord for His help, just like he said in Tehillim / Psalms 27:1 “The Lord
is my light and my salvation; Whom shall | fear? The Lord is the defense of my life; Whom shall | dread?”
(NASB) the Lord is our salvation.

David is seeking the Lord to hear him saying T°27-7% 7 *XW312 TR VW2 *10n 2ip vnw 2
:WT228:2 Hear the voice of my supplications when | cry to You for help, When I lift up my hands toward
Your holy sanctuary. (NASB) David cries out to the Lord to hear his prayer. It is interesting that the words

David uses describes the response he is looking for. The Hebrew word 7°27 means ““Holy of Holies, interior
sanctuary in the tabernacle and temple where the Ark of the Covenant was kept (was entered only by the

high priest once a year).” This is interesting since the root word for 7°27 is the word 727 meaning (noun)
“word, speech, saying, utterance, say”” and (verb) “to talk, speak.” The use of this word indicates that the
sanctuary is where the Lord gives responses to the prayers of His people. In addition to this, the lifting up
of the hands in and of itself denotes prayer. The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy that he wanted men to lift
up holy hands in prayer.

1 Timothy 2:8
2:8 Therefore 1 want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and
dissension. (NASB)

$BovAopot 0OV mpocedyesor Todg dvdpag v mavti Tome, naipovtag Ociovg yeipag ympic
0pYNG Kol Stohoyiopod

The idea in the tabernacle was for the priest to stretch out his hands toward the %7 7727 the holy sanctu-
ary. Similarly, we stretch out our hands towards heaven the dwelling place of God. The ¥R 7°27 is indic-
ative that the Lord spoke answering prayers. The Targum Pseudo Jonathan states *?¥12 °nwa %2 %2p 2

STWTIP 997 2T 19¥2 270 WINOR 70 TN1928:2 Accept the voice of my petition when | pray to you, whenever
| spread my hands in prayer before your holy temple. (EMC) and the Septuagint states 28:2 gicéikovcov Tiig
QOVT|G TG 0eNcEDS oL &V T déecBal e Tpog o€ &v T® e aipev XEIpdg Lov Tpog vaov dytdv cov 28:2
Hearken to the voice of my supplication, when | pray to thee, when I lift up my hands toward thy holy tem-
ple. (LXX) In the translations of the Hebrew text, the rabbis say ““when I lift up my hands towards your holy
temple” in prayer. As a result of this, some commentaries (i.e. Clarke’s Commentary) states that “this is a
presumptive proof that there was a temple now standing...”” This may have been a partial motivation for the
reasoning in the International Critical Commentary on the Psalms stating that the Psalms were not written by
David and that these were complied following the exile and return from Babylon. The idea here is that the
rabbis who translated the Psalm into Greek and Aramaic lived following the first and second temple periods
and therefore would have translated using a reference to the holy Temple, this is consistent with the time
period of the translation and not necessarily a proof that David did not write this Psalm.

David continues knowing the Lord will answer him saying 7)& >2¥2-0¥) D°VW7-0V *12UnR-28 X

:022%2 7y 07°y-0v 0¥9Y °132728:3 Do not drag me away with the wicked And with those who work
iniquity, Who speak peace with their neighbors, While evil is in their hearts. (NASB) Why does David feel
the Lord will drag him away with the wicked and those who work iniquity? Those who do walk in the way
of the Lord (believers) such people should dread the way of the wicked. The righteous are those who are
careful not to partake or participate in the deeds of the wicked. We seek the Lord in prayer to keep us from
being drawn aside and pray earnestly to the Lord to keep us from sin. We see the lifting of the hands in
prayer quite frequently in the Psalms of David, for example, in Tehillim / Psalms 63:4, 134:2, and 141:2,
etc.
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Tehillim / Psalm 63:4 So | will bless You as long as | live; | will lift up my hands in Your
name. (NASB) "9 X@¥ T2 »12 79728 12 7

Tehillim / Psalm 134:2 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD. (NASB) 2
I-NN 1272 WP 2XT-IRY

Tehillim / Psalm 141:2 May my prayer be counted as incense before You; The lifting up of
my hands as the evening offering. (NASB) :27Y-Ni3% °92 NXWR T°197 N0R *N79A 1930

David wrote in Tehillim / Psalms 141:2 saying “May my prayer be counted as incense before You; The
lifting up of my hands as the evening offering.” Literally he says “may his prayer be counted as a sweet
fragrance before God and the lifting of the hands as in the Evening Mincha.” The Mincha is also known as

the afternoon prayer service in Judaism. In the Psalm the word is spelled N7337 (minchat) and in the Torah,

the word spelled as 111717 occurs 23 times. Looking at the very first occurrence of the word Mincha we find
it is used with regard to Cain and Abel, the sons of Adam and Chavah (Eve). In Bereshit / Genesis 4:3 the
Scriptures say 717°7 7030 TNIRG 2197 PR K221 2°1 ¥R 77 the son of Adam and Chavah (Eve) brought
a Mincha to Adonai. Cain was bringing a grain offering to the Lord and this was not acceptable, he needed
to bring a offering in blood to make atonement. In other places in the Torah, in Vayikra / Leviticus, the Min-
cha is known as the “Korban Mincha” as the grain offering. The KJV translates this as a ““meat offering,”
the NASB translates this more correctly as ““grain offering.” Based on the first use of the word Mincha in
Bereshit / Genesis 4:3, Cain brought from the fruit of the land as a Mincha, a grain offering. The Mincha
also refers to a ““present, gift, or offering” according to the standard Hebrew Lexicons (i.e. BDB). David
said his prayer is intended to be pleasant and sweet fragrance. The lifting of the hands is a form of praise
and worship to the Lord. In addition to this, Yeshua the Messiah also said a few things regarding prayer in
Matthew 6:5-14.

Matthew 6:5-14

6:5 “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly | say to you,
they have their reward in full. 6:6 ‘But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close
your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done
in secret will reward you. 6:7 ‘And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition
as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 6:8 ‘So do
not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 6:9 “Pray, then,
in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 6:10 “Your kingdom
come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 6:11 ‘Give us this day our daily bread.
6:12 “‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 6:13 ‘And do not lead
us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.]’ 6:14 ‘For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. (NASB)

Kai étav mpocevyncde, ovk €oecbe mg ol Hrokprtai: 6Tl PIAODCLY v Taig GLUVOYOYIg Kol
&V T0iG yovioig T@v TAATELDV £0TMTEG TPOGELYETHAL, OTMG PAVAGLY TOIG AVOpOTOIC: AV
Aéym Dpiv, anéyovotv TOV ooV avt@yv. ‘ol 8¢ dtav mpocedyn, eloedde €ig 1O Taueidov Gov
Kol KAeloog v Bvpav cov mpdceviat 1@ moTpi GOv TA €V T KPLITH: Kol O TATHP GOV
0 PAémoV &v T kpuTT® Gmoddoel cot. 'Tlpoogvyduevol ¢ un Pottaroynonte domep ol
€0vikol, doxodov yap OtL €v Th no?w?»oyux adTéV eicakovcsOncovat. Sur odv éuomo@ﬁts
a0To1C, 01deV YOp O Tt VUMV MV Ypeiov Exete mpd Tod VUAC aitfoot avTov. "Omcog ovV
npocevyecte Vuels: [Tatep NUdV O &v Tolg 0VPAVOIC, aylactnT® TO Gvoud cov, 'Ehbéte M
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Boaotleio cov, yevnOnto 1O BEANUA cov, dG &v obpavd Kol &mt yic. 'Tov dptov HudV 1OV
EMOVGLOV 60G NIV oNHEPOV: Kal GQEG NIV TO OPENHATO IOV, O KOi UEIS AQNKAUEY
TO1G OQENETONG MUAV: PKral pun elogvéykng MUag eig Telpacpuov, aAla pdoot UG 6md ToD
Tovnpov.

The text literally says 6:10 ““Let come to pass your will as in heaven also upon the earth,”” and in 6:12 ““for-
give us our debts as also we forgive our debtors.” (NASB) Yeshua goes on to say in 6:14 “For if you forgive
others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.” (NASB) Here in Mathew 6:12
Yeshua is instructing us in order to receive forgiveness “afes” (Gpec) we must forgive “afiemen” (donropev)
others. The one who seeks forgiveness in prayer must be conscious of forgiving others their sins. Yeshua
is saying that in prayer, a correct relationship with God, drawing near to the Lord and seeking forgiveness
requires one to forgive others their sins as well. The purpose is so that we do not come before the Lord with
malice (hostility) towards others in our hearts. Based on these scriptures, what Yeshua taught and what Da-
vid is saying, prayer was not intended to manipulate God into giving us our own way, but a way to draw near
to the Lord and to be pleasing as an evening sacrifice. Prayer should be a pleasing aroma before the Lord.
It seems to be in this way that David is seeking the Lord in prayer, his faith is in the Lord God his rock upon
whom he places his hope ("TIP-0Y *RPWRI 39 TYRD-12 39 WIRD-2X VL KX [ 79 T NI N
:732). He prays that he is not numbered with the wicked and asks for justice to be meted out to the wicked
for their works in Tehillim / Psalms 28:4-5, 2¥/; 077 10 07°7° TWyRD D279 Y191 07993 032-10 7

10327 K21 00T VT wYn-OR) 71 nPye-o8 1022 X7 03 17107 0711328:4 Requite them according to
their work and according to the evil of their practices; Requite them according to the deeds of their hands;
Repay them their recompense. 28:5 Because they do not regard the works of the Lord Nor the deeds of His
hands, He will tear them down and not build them up. (NASB) David is asking the Lord to deal with the
wicked in a just manner. It doesn’t appear that he is asking the Lord to maliciously repay the wicked. Ac-
cording to these verses, it is not wrong to pray for justice to be done to those who do not love their neighbors,
and do harm to the innocent (those who violate the Torah). Notice how David is asking for the Lord’s help.
He says D7¥92 077-10 “give to them according to their works™ where 0%¥93 is from the root Y19 which
gives the sense of “laborious work.” The wicked labor in their sin, meaning that they work hard at commit-
ting great evils. David appears to be expressing a strong desire not to be united with the wicked in life or in
death. He prays with the understanding that it may be a temptation to associate with the wicked and that he
should not yield to become associated with these evil men. The Aramaic Targum states *>° 11772 Y9277 7
K27 202 17702 NIMIYID 2907 2°0K DAY 27VI0 DT 0720 PR NPT MWD T
11117127 KDY 11397397 0177 170K T2IWDY M7 RNPIRG 111120° 1°1°207 28:4 Give to them according to their
deeds, and according to their evil deeds; according to the works of their hands, repay them; turn upon them
their retribution. 28:5 Because they do not understand the Torah of the Lord or the works of his hands; he
will tear them down and not rebuild them. (EMC) and the Septuagint states 28:4 60g avt0lg KOTd TO Pyt
VTV Kol Kotd TV wovnpioy TV ETTNOELUATOV OVTOV KOTA TO EpYya TV XEPAV ATV d0G aTOTG AOO0G
10 dvtamddopa avTdV avtoig 28:5 &1L 0V cuvijkav €ic T Epya Kupiov Kai &ig T Epya TAV XEPAY aOTOD
Kabeleic avTovg kai oV un oikodopnoetg avtovg 28:4 Give them according to their works, and according to
the wickedness of their devices: give them according to the works of their hands; render their recompense
unto them. 28:5 Because they have not attended to the works of the Lord, even to the works of his hands, thou
shalt pull them down, and shalt not build them up. (LXX) It is interesting that the Aramaic translation says
the wicked do not understand the Torah (XN°71X? 113120 1°1°20n X77) literally saying that they ““do not pay
attention to the Torah™ of God and the works of His hands. Having a closer look at Tehillim / Psalms 28:5, 1
10327 X9 207 1T AWYR-2R) 1T NPy-2X 1102 XY 92 28:5 Because they do not regard the works of the
Lord Nor the deeds of His hands, He will tear them down and not build them up. (NASB) notice the parallel
here in the 28:5, they are making a distinction between (11°2> X? 3) the works of the Lord and the work of
his hands, two different words are being used here. What are the works of the Lord? Note the word here is
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N9 from the root 2¥19 which gives the sense of “laborious work.” Does the words "7’ Tw¥n (Ma’aseh

yadav) parallel 771077 7WYR (ma’aseh haTorah)? Throughout the Scriptures, we see the anthropomorphic
use of the arm to symbolize the power and strength of God to reach into the affairs of man.

Shemot / Exodus 6:6-7

6:6 ‘Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under
the burdens of the Egyptians, and | will deliver you from their bondage. | will also redeem
you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 6:7 ‘“Then | will take you for My
people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who brought
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. (NASB)

DNTYR DNN *NPXT) 01%N 2320 NOAR DINY NRYIT 717 "IN 98 W»-2127 MR 127
DUPRY 097 D7) DY 27 DNX ANRYY T :0°773 DUWIW M3 VI3 0NN N9RY
:077$% NT730 NOAR DRNN Ko¥iaT DT 71 °1 72 DOy

Isaiah 48:13
48:13 “‘Surely My hand founded the earth, And My right hand spread out the heavens; When

| call to them, they stand together. (NASB) 1§ X D»W 1790 P2 P8 779] *T-A8 )
AT TN 70N

Isaiah 53:1
53:1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

(NASB) 7107233 -2¥ 71T Y71 20YRw? PaRa n X

Isaiah 59:1
59:1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear so dull That

it cannot hear. (NASB) :¥inWn 9218 71722-89) ¥°09nn 71m-7° 78R-82 10 X

Isaiah 62:8

62:8 The Lord has sworn by His right hand and by His strong arm, ‘I will never again give
your grain as food for your enemies; Nor will foreigners drink your new wine for which you
have labored.” (NASB) T27R? 2287 T3V 7337-N% TAR-OX WY Yi121 919%°2 717 vaws n
112 YA WX TWIR 123-13 IY-OX)

Isaiah 63:5
63:5 ‘I looked, and there was no one to help, And | was astonished and there was no one

to uphold; So My own arm brought salvation to Me, And My wrath upheld Me. (NASB) 7

TTTTT

We find in the book of Exodus, the Lord says that He will redeem Israel with an outstretched arm. Isaiah
uses the arm and hand to describe the power of God, the arm of the Lord is revealed (53:1) for salvation
(63:5), the Lord set the foundations of the earth and stretched out the heavens, the Lord swears by his right
hand, and the Lord’s hand is not short to save. Numerous Scriptures also combine both the arm and hand.
““So the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm” (Devarim / Deuteron-
omy 26:8, 5:15, 7:19, 11:2, Tehillim / Psalms 44:3, Jeremiah 32:21, and Ezekiel 20:33). Deliverance was
accomplished by The Angel (messenger) of the Lord. The Lord God upholds and saves with His right hand
(Tehillim / Psalms 108:6, 138:7, 139:10, and Isaiah 41:10) in the phrase the ““arm of the Lord,” brings sal-

vation (23331 T3 YW T NEYTY 1WN? ). In Tehillim / Psalms 28:4-5, the wicked are described
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as having no regard for the works of the Lord, what the Lord has done in creation, through His Torah (His
commands), and by His Holy Spirit. The wicked do not find pleasure in His works, or in the works of His
hands, in the Scriptures, they do not listen to His Word or the calling influence of his Spirit. The Apostle
Paul had some words as a commentary on this regarding those who do not take pleasure in the works of the
Lord in Romans chapter 2. Remember in Romans 1 Paul introduces himself and begins speaking on the
gospel of Christ being the power of God to save and then contrasts this with how the wrath of God is poured
out on those who suppress the truth in unrighteousness. Romans 2 begins within this context.

Romans 2:1-29

2:1 Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which
you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 2:2
And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things.
2:3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such
things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God? 2:4 Or do you
think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the
kindness of God leads you to repentance? 2:5 But because of your stubbornness and un-
repentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of
the righteous judgment of God, 2:6 who will render to each person according to his deeds:
2:7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality,
eternal life; 2:8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 2:9 There will be tribulation and distress for every
soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 2:10 but glory and honor
and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 2:11 For there
is no partiality with God. 2:12 For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish
without the Law, and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law; 2:13 for
it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justi-
fied. 2:14 For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law,
these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 2:15 in that they show the work of the
Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately
accusing or else defending them, 2:16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God will
judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus. 2:17 But if you bear the name ‘Jew’ and rely
upon the Law and boast in God, 2:18 and know His will and approve the things that are es-
sential, being instructed out of the Law, 2:19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide
to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 2:20 a corrector of the foolish, a teacher
of the immature, having in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, 2:21 you,
therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one shall not
steal, do you steal? 2:22 You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit
adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 2:23 You who boast in the Law, through
your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? 2:24 For ‘the name of God is blasphemed
among the Gentiles because of you,” just as it is written. 2:25 For indeed circumcision is of
value if you practice the Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision
has become uncircumcision. 2:26 So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the
Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 2:27 And he who is physi-
cally uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having the letter
of the Law and circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? 2:28 For he is not a Jew who is
one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 2:29 But he is a Jew
who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the
letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. (NASB)

It is interesting to note the line of reasoning that Paul is using in his letter to the Romans. He begins speak-
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ing on judgment and judging others, those who judge are guilty of the same or of similar practices in their
own lives. Paul then asks the question 2:4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance
and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? (NASB) God’s mercy leads
to repentance and seeking God’s forgiveness. In the Psalm, the Aramaic translation states that they have no
regard for God’s Torah, the work of His hand. A parallel is drawn between the work of God’s hand and the
Law of God. Paul states 2:5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up
wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 2:6 who will render
to each person according to his deeds: (NASB) The wicked take pleasure in unrighteousness and not in the
righteousness of God. As a result of this they store up wrath and judgment and the Lord will give each per-
son according to their deeds of unrighteousness. He then states 2:7 to those who by perseverance in doing
good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; 2:8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 2:9 There will be tribulation and
distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, (NASB) 1t is interesting
that Paul says those who seek in doing good and persevere in doing so will receive glory, honor, and immor-
tality (eternal life). He then Goes on to speak about those who sin apart from the Law and those who sin un-
der the Law (Romans 2:12-16). Paul believes that the Lord has written the work of the Law on the heart of
all men for the purpose of the conscience bearing witness either for or against them on the day of judgment.
He finishes his teaching in Romans 2 returning to whether one judges another while violating the Torah and
being guilty of the same crimes. In addition to this, he comments on the value of practicing the Torah and
being a transgressor of the Torah, and circumcision both physically and spiritually, our desire should be for
spiritual circumcision which is given from God and is an inward spiritual work. The reason we seek these
things is to recognize that God is the One who enables us to live according to his Torah (Romans 3:31), and
because of His Spirit, we love the works of His hands, we find pleasure in His Word, and we seek Him so
that He works and lives in our hearts and lives.
David continues saying RIIYI) 27 MV 2 °3391 Y | 73 7 o30n Pip vaw-o3 a3 72 )
IN70-NN T2 TRY-NR TPV 0 RN IR DI 1YY 71 A 0oTing cpwn 0ah 1yn
:0%1V-7Y OXWI) 0¥ 28:6 Blessed be the Lord, Because He has heard the voice of my supplication. 28:7
The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and | am helped; Therefore my heart exults,
And with my song | shall thank Him. 28:8 The Lord is their strength, And He is a saving defense to His
anointed. 28:9 Save Your people and bless Your inheritance; Be their shepherd also, and carry them forever.
(NASB) David believes that the Lord has heard his prayer. He proclaims that the Lord is his strength and
shield and places his trust in the Lord, as a result of that trust, his heart gives praises to the Lord in song.

The phrase 771777 7972 (Baruch Adonai) “Blessed be the Lord™ is used 27 times throughout the Tanach, and
9 times in the Psalms. David declares his faith by blessing the name of the Lord because He has heard his

prayer. The Aramaic Targum states *0°01 I 717> T 2 XMYY 29 YW 92 21K 27 X127 770 02 )
2PN PN T TONTR TR NTAwINM 227 PORTY NPYNDIRI ANTY0Y 22Y PIMINR 701132 120 702

IRNOY TV 1IN0 92101 PN 212 P TNI0ONK N0 P2 TAY N P10 0 OIRIT IR MIPTD X1 PR
28:6 Blessed is the Lord because he has accepted the voice of my prayer. 28:7 The Lord is my strength and
shield; on him my heart has set its hope; and you have aided me, and my heart exults; I will give thanks in
his presence by my psalm. 28:8 The Lord is their strength and might; he is the redemption of his anointed.
28:9 Redeem your people and bless your inheritance; feed them and support them forever. (EMC) The
Septuagint states 28:6 eDAOYNTOC KVUPLOG OTL gloNKOLGEV THG PMVIG TG deNoe® Lov 28:7 kvprog fonbog
LoV Kol VTEPACTIGTNG OV € a0T® NATICEV 1) Kapdia pov kai ELondndnv kol avébarev 1) cdps pov kol
€k BeAnuatog pov eoporoynoopat avtd 28:8 Kiprog kpataiopo tod Aaod avtod Kol VTEPACTIGTNG TAV
ocotpiov 10D yprotod avtod oty 28:9 o®cov TOV Aadv Gov Kol EDAGYNGOV THV KANpovouioy Gov Kol
Toipovov anTovg Kol Erapov adtovs Emg Tod aidvoc 28:6 Blessed be the Lord, for he has hearkened to the
voice of my petition. 28:7 The Lord is my helper and my defender; my heart has hoped in him, and | am
helped: my flesh has revived, and willingly will I give praise to him. 28:8 The Lord is the strength of his
people, and the saving defender of his anointed. 28:9 Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: and
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take care of them, and lift them up for ever.(LXX) It is interesting in the Aramaic translation, David states

97 XM 717 7792 “blessed is YHVH Word of the Lord™ note how the YHVH (71177°) is given, the Memra

(X1°7), and then the abbreviation for the Tetragram (**°7), and that his prayer was accepted (YW 22p) or
to be willingly received by God. The rabbis translate David believing the Lord has “heard the voice of his
prayer” to having “accepted the voice of his prayer.” The Greek translation states 28:6 gdAoyntog KOP10G
6t glonkovoey Thg Vil Thg denoemg pov 28:6 Blessed be the Lord, for he has hearkened to the voice of
my petition. (LXX) the Lord “hearkened to the voice” meaning that God paid attention to David’s prayer.
Does the Lord hearing our prayer correspond with His accepting the prayer? How are we to understand the
meaning of God hearing verses accepting prayer? Some people believe that, if the Lord does not do mira-
cles, then He must not be listening. Others see only psychological benefits in prayer or perhaps just the fact
that we have obeyed God’s command to pray. Even though we pray Scripturally, these people claim God
does not actually intervene in the course of earthly events to bring about what we asked for. The interesting
thing is in Matthew 18:19, Yeshua said, when we ask God to do something, it will be done by our Father in
heaven. Therefore the Lord does hear our prayer, but does He act in the way we desire for Him to respond
to the prayer? The Scriptures are clear that prayer to the Lord produces results that cannot be achieved by
people who do not serve the one true God (see James 5:16, 1 John 3:22, Mishley / Proverbs 15:8, 29, and
Tehillim / Psalm 34:15-19). In addition to this, we are also called to work, to the extent of our ability, to
achieve what we prayed for. The Lord God does act in response to prayers, but He will not act if we are
not willing to do our part. Take for example the following examples, in Matthew 6:11 Yeshua teaches that
we are to pray for our daily bread, but we must also continue to work for it (2 Thessalonians 3:10 For even
when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat,
either. NASB). James 1:5 tells us to pray for wisdom, but we must also continue to study the word to show
ourselves approved unto God (Acts 17:11, 2 Timothy 3:15-17). The Lord provides us with opportunities to
learn and He blesses our study so we learn what we might not have known had we not studied and prayed.
The Apostle john tells us in 3 John 2:2 to pray for good health, this does not exclude us from having to take
care of our bodies. In a similar way, we should pray for the spread of the gospel, but we must also work to
teach the gospel truth it to the lost. But because we prayed, the Lord blesses our work so it accomplishes
good that may not have been accomplished had we not prayed. John also says in 1 John 1:5-2:11 the fol-
lowing:

1 John 1:5-2:11

1:5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and
in Him there is no darkness at all. 1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 1:7 but if we walk in the Light as
He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His
Son cleanses us from all sin. 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves
and the truth is not in us. 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1:10 If we say that we have not
sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us. 2:1 My little children, | am writing
these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2:2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and
not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 2:3 By this we know that we have
come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 2:4 The one who says, ‘I have come to
know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 2:5
but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we
know that we are in Him: 2:6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in
the same manner as He walked. 2:7 Beloved, | am not writing a new commandment to you,
but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is
the word which you have heard. 2:8 On the other hand, | am writing a new commandment
to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true
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Light is already shining. 2:9 The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is
in the darkness until now. 2:10 The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there
is no cause for stumbling in him. 2:11 But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness
and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has
blinded his eyes. (NASB)

The question is “are we sons of righteousness™ or “are we suns of unrighteousness?”” Do you walk in
darkness and expect the Lord to answer your prayers? Yeshua has cleansed us from our sins but have we
turned our backs on sin and unrighteousness? Do we want Yeshua the Messiah more than we want our sins?
Note something the Lord said to Ezekiel in the prophecy about the Temple and of Israel in Ezekiel 44:4-17.

Ezekiel 44:4-17

44:4 Then He brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the house; and I looked,
and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord, and I fell on my face. 44:5 The
Lord said to me, ‘Son of man, mark well, see with your eyes and hear with your ears all that
| say to you concerning all the statutes of the house of the Lord and concerning all its laws;
and mark well the entrance of the house, with all exits of the sanctuary. 44:6 ‘You shall say
to the rebellious ones, to the house of Israel, ‘“Thus says the Lord God, ‘Enough of all your
abominations, O house of Israel, 44:7 when you brought in foreigners, uncircumcised in
heart and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in My sanctuary to profane it, even My house, when
you offered My food, the fat and the blood; for they made My covenant void this in addition
to all your abominations. 44:8 ‘And you have not kept charge of My holy things yourselves,
but you have set foreigners to keep charge of My sanctuary.” 44:9 “Thus says the Lord God,
‘No foreigner uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, of all the foreigners who
are among the sons of Israel, shall enter My sanctuary. 44:10 ‘But the Levites who went
far from Me when Israel went astray, who went astray from Me after their idols, shall bear
the punishment for their iniquity. 44:11 “Yet they shall be ministers in My sanctuary, having
oversight at the gates of the house and ministering in the house; they shall slaughter the
burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister
to them. 44:12 ‘Because they ministered to them before their idols and became a stumbling
block of iniquity to the house of Israel, therefore | have sworn against them,” declares the
Lord God, ‘that they shall bear the punishment for their iniquity. 44:13 “‘And they shall not
come near to Me to serve as a priest to Me, nor come near to any of My holy things, to the
things that are most holy; but they will bear their shame and their abominations which they
have committed. 44:14 “Yet | will appoint them to keep charge of the house, of all its service
and of all that shall be done in it. 44:15 ‘But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who
kept charge of My sanctuary when the sons of Israel went astray from Me, shall come near
to Me to minister to Me; and they shall stand before Me to offer Me the fat and the blood,’
declares the Lord God. 44:16 ‘They shall enter My sanctuary; they shall come near to My
table to minister to Me and keep My charge. 44:17 ‘It shall be that when they enter at the
gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; and wool shall not be on
them while they are ministering in the gates of the inner court and in the house. (NASB)

-7 99K YT 2-NK AY-TI30 Ko 73 KIX] M2 23978 N9EI-9Y-TIT ORI T
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The Lord speaks to Ezekiel of the house of Israel and the priests who profaned the house of the Lord, they
brought uncircumcised men in both heart and flesh to the temple, they went after idols, false practices mak-

ing void the covenant of God and the Scriptures say that these priests will bear their iniquity (211y X1))!
The Lord then says to Ezekiel 44:15 ‘But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My
sanctuary when the sons of Israel went astray from Me, shall come near to Me to minister to Me; and they
shall stand before Me to offer Me the fat and the blood,” declares the Lord God. 44:16 ‘They shall enter My
sanctuary; they shall come near to My table to minister to Me and keep My charge. (NASB) It is interesting

that these Levite priests, the Sons of Zadok (?17¥ °12) kept the commandments and did not walk in these evil

ways. In addition to this, the Sons of Zadok (17X °12) may be translated as the “Sons of Righteousness.”
The Sons of Righteousness are the ones who may enter God’s sanctuary, the Sons of Righteousness are the
ones who may draw near to the Lord. Today, we are made to be priests and kings in Yeshua the Messiah (see
Revelation 1:6). We draw near to the Lord in prayer, but if we are not the “Sons of Righteousness” are we
able to draw near to the Lord God Almighty? This brings us back to 1 John 1, and to Tehillim / Psalms 28
regarding the Lord hearing our prayer. If we do not “practice” righteousness, will the Lord hear our prayer
or answer our prayers outside of the prayer of repentance? David believes the Lord heard his prayer. He
puts forward the idea that he has kept the commands of God and that he walks in innocence before the Lord
and therefore the Lord has heard his prayer. David concludes saying *R7I¥3] °27 1032 2 2331 1y | M0 7
QY7 N703-N8 7120 THY-NR AYWIT 0 RN IR DIV 1801 -1 AN 1 7ing wnt 22 1y

:0%I-7y OXWw1) 28:7 The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and | am helped;
Therefore my heart exults, And with my song | shall thank Him. 28:8 The Lord is their strength, And He is a
saving defense to His anointed. 28:9 Save Your people and bless Your inheritance; Be their shepherd also,
and carry them forever. (NASB) If you take a couple steps backwards and look at (examine) your life, have
you been living in righteousness? Ask the Lord in prayer by the power of His Holy Spirit to help you to
begin living in righteousness, and to help in setting ourselves apart for the Lord. The Lord is our Shepherd,
He is our strength and our shield, let’s not step out from behind the shield by walking contrary to the way
He has called us to be, the “Sons of Righteousness.” Let’s Pray!

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 28 has 6 parts. Reading through the
Midrash we will be looking at Parts 2, 3, 4, and 6. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 28,
Parts 2, 3, 4, and 6.
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Part 2

Part 3

Part 4

14

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n1:7 912°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “Another com-
ment on Unto You O Lord do | call, do not draw me away with the wicked (Tehillim / Psalms 28:3).”

The XN1°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says ““These words are to be con-
sidered in the light of the verse O Lord our God, other lords beside You wished to have dominion

over us (bealunu, 115v2) (Isaiah 26:13).”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN1°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss Da-
vid’s words asking the Lord to not draw him away from with the wicked with parables on hallowing
the name of God.

The YW1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 72 (mashal) goes on to expand
upon how the people hallowed the name of God with a discussion of the exile in Babylon from the
book of Daniel (Nebuchadnezzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego), a example from the plague
of frogs who jumped into the furnaces to die, and how Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were obligated to
offer their lives for the Lord.

The Concluding phrase says “What is meant by the words by You alone? They mean in Your pres-
ence that is, we bless You and mention Your name to You alone and not to any other God.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n1:7 912°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “Another com-
ment, Unto You, O Lord, do I call, etc Draw mean not away with the wicked, and with the workers
of iniquity (Tehillim / Psalms 28:1-3).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) ““the homiletic introduction™ to the Midrash says “Solomon said, Better it is
to be of a lowly spirit with the humble, than to divide the spoil with the proud (Mishley / Proverbs
16:19). Blessed is the man who takes his portion with the humble.”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss the
taking of one’s portion with the wicked.

The YW1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 7@ (mashal) goes on to expand
what it means to take one’s portion with the wicked and draws a parallel with the wicked who go
down to hell (Gehenna) and with Esau.

The Concluding phrase says ““ Unto You O Lord, do | call; my Rock, do not be deaf unto me; lest, if
You be silent to me, | become like them that go down into the pit (Tehillim / Psalms 28:1).”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°mnn7 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying ““ Draw me not
away with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity; who speak peace with their neighbors, but
evil is in their hearts (Tehillim / Psalms 28:3).”

The XN°N5 (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction™ to the Midrash says ““Rabbi Abba son of Ze’era
said, Even in the shortcomings of the tribes you discover their worth, for it is said of them They hated
him and could not speak peaceably unto him (Bereshit / Genesis 37:4)”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss the
wicked, what they have in their heart is in their lips.

The YW1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”” expands upon the 7@ (mashal) goes on to expand
the thing that is in a person’s heart and use examples from the tribes of Israel and from Absalom.
The Concluding phrase says “Of others, however, as of Absalom it is said, Absalom spoke unto
Amnon neither good nor bad (2 Samuel 13:22); that is, what was in Absalom’s heart was not in his
mouth.”
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Part 6

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the >N 212°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “The Lord is my
strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and | am helped (Tehillim / Psalms 28:7).”

» The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction™ to the Midrash says ““Rabbi Simon told a parable
of a king who had a single pearl.”

« The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN1°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss open-
ing verse using a parable of a king and his son and a great pearl.

« The SWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the W7 (mashal) goes on to expand
upon the parable of the king, his son, and the great pearl and draw a parallel with the giving of the
Torah and the children of Israel.

* The Concluding phrase says ““According to rabbi Jochanan, Israel then said, Let us repay God with
the sons of praise which He gave us; as Scripture says, Therefore my heart greatly rejoices; and with
my song will I praise Him (Tehillim / Psalms 28:7).”

Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°mn:7 712°7) saying ““Another com-
ment on Unto You O Lord do I call, do not draw me away with the wicked (Tehillim / Psalms 28:3).”” The

Petihta (XN7°N9) “the homiletic introduction’ to the Midrash says ““These words are to be considered in the
light of the verse O Lord our God, other lords beside You wished to have dominion over us (bealunu, 1117v2)

(Isaiah 26:13).” The rabbis ask what the literal meaning of the word “bealunu’ (13117¥2) is and quote from
Mishley / Proverbs 27:22.

Mishley / Proverbs 27:17-23

27:17 lron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens another. 27:18 He who tends the fig tree will
eat its fruit, And he who cares for his master will be honored. 27:19 As in water face reflects
face, So the heart of man reflects man. 27:20 Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied, Nor are
the eyes of man ever satisfied. 27:21 The crucible is for silver and the furnace for gold, And
each is tested by the praise accorded him. 27:22 Though you pound a fool in a mortar with
a pestle along with crushed grain, Yet his foolishness will not depart from him. 27:23 Know
well the condition of your flocks, And pay attention to your herds; 27:24 For riches are not
forever, Nor does a crown endure to all generations. (NASB)

U 1722) PITY W A9 IR0 MIRD W A8 TR UK T 71022 9102
N2 DX PY) 7y3awA X7 [1728)] 772K 9IRY O 10787 D7¥T-27 12 07197 0°197 O3
WNR2 | PIWT-NY WINIR-OX 23 119901 °97 WK 272 M1 9932 A% KD 1myawn

IDNTY? A7 MY TR 1B YIN YT, 3D IAPIN Y MOD-KD *2y2 Mo Ting

The rabbis are discussing the meaning of David’s words, what did David mean by asking the Lord to not
draw him away with the wicked? The comment was that others wish to have dominion over us making ref-

erence to the word ““bealunu” (1119v2) and Mishley / Proverbs 27:22. What is interesting here is the parallel
that is being drawn here to those who are drawn away with the wicked and the fool. The fool, though he is
worked as one does with a mortar and pestle, he will not depart from his foolishness. In addition to this, the
midrash says “Crushed as with a pestle, as in Crush a fool in the mortar with a pestle (baeli) among goats™
while quoting from Mishley / Proverbs 27:22. What do the rabbis mean by being crushed as with a pestle and mor-
tar and among goats? Notice the next statement, ““rabbi Judah taught in the name of rabbi Simai that Bealunu
is derived from baal (husband) and that this is like a husband who draws his wife to sexual union, so would
they draw us to union with their idols.” This reminds us of Parashat Acharei Mot (Vayikra / Leviticus 16:1-
18:30), the Torah explains in Vayikra / Leviticus 17:7 giving a prohibition against sacrificing upon a private altar
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and this was intended to keep the Children of Israel from sacrificing to the Seiyrim. (D°021-N¥ T N2AP-X?) 7
:ONTT 00 NRI-MAR 093 NRD 0DOOR 0037 07 WX 07YW?) The rabbinic commentaries such as Rashi,
Rambam, and many others translate Seiyrim as ““demons” (Shaydim). On the other hand, some of also translated
Seiyrim as ““he-goats.” As a result, note the various translations of Vayikra / Leviticus 17:7:

17:7 “They shall no longer sacrifice their sacrifices to the goat demons with which they play
the harlot. This shall be a permanent statute to them throughout their generations.” (NASB)

17:7 And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a
whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their generations. (KJV)

17:7 They must no longer offer any of their sacrifices to the goat idols to whom they prosti-
tute themselves. This is to be a lasting ordinance for them and for the generations to come.’
(NIV)

Is there a connection with this verse from Parashat Acharei Mot, the differences on the translation of “Seiyrim”
and the midrash regarding being drawn away with the wicked? Note also that in Parshiot Acharei Mot and Kedoshim
(Vayikra / Leviticus 16:1-18:30, 19:1-20:27), there are four main topics (i) the Yom Kippur service as performed
by the High Priest in the Beit Hamikdash, (ii) the prohibition against bringing a sacrifice outside of the altar in the
tabernacle (Temple), (iii) the prohibition against eating and drinking blood, and (iv) the fifteen forbidden sexual rela-
tionships that are listed. The prohibition against sacrificing outside of the tabernacle needs to be understood that one
is not to bring a sacrifice upon a personal altar of any form. Note also that these Parshiot follow the aftermath of
the deaths of Aaron’s two oldest sons, Nadava and Avihu. They died because they went before the Lord to
express their devotion and love for God in a manner that had not been commanded or prescribed. We learn
that regardless of their intentions, they sinned by not taking the time to know God’s true will regarding of-
fering incense in the Tabernacle. Instead, they attempted to define the parameters of their relationship with
God on the basis of their personal feelings and thoughts and by doing so they transgressed the boundaries
of holiness that resulted in their deaths. This is why the midrash continues on with a discussion regarding
sanctifying the name of God and holiness. Yom Kippur, the first topic of the Parashat Acharei Mot, we read
the High Priest functions as a servant of the people to perform the service of effecting forgiveness for the
nation of Israel. The High Priest enters the sanctuary and makes atonement where the focal point of the ser-
vice is on the two Seiyrim ““he-goats” where one is sacrificed and the other one is the Azazel (Scape goat).
One of the goats is set apart and sanctified as a part of the service to make atonement and receive forgiveness
in the inner sanctuary. The other goat goes out into the wilderness to die. Based upon these two goats and
Yom Kippur, we are given two choices, one is to live our lives according to the dictates of the Torah, and in
a relationship with the Lord within the Sanctuary, or to live our lives outside of the Torah in the wilderness
in sin and die. The prohibition against making a sacrifice on an altar of our own making (Vayikra / Leviticus
17:7) follows with the idea of our making an offering whenever and however we chose rather than doing so
in the manner prescribed by God. This would become a love of self (doing it our way) rather than a love of
God (doing it in God’s way). The concept of sacrifice to “demons” or ““he-goats” is similar. In the biblical
times, people would create gods that served their own personal needs and desires. If one become demon
possessed, he or she would become an animal in their outward appearance seeking to gratify their every urge
and instinct. The Torah prohibited the offering of sacrifices outside of the Tabernacle to prevent the people
from slaughtering their offerings to ““demons™ or *“*he-goats™ after which they would follow and stray from
the God of Israel. Making the Lord and His ways a part of our lives is what Parshiot Acharei Mot and Ke-
doshim is all about. The final topic in Parashat Acharei Mot, is regarding the fifteen prohibited intimate relationships.
This section of the Scriptures clearly describes our most powerful desire (sexual relations) with sanctification. We are
created in God’s image, and therefore we are not animals. We are told to rise above our sexual desires and be Godly
where we are to express our sensual and sexual needs within the framework of God’s commands. It is not for us to
define the parameters of moral behavior, like Nadav and Avihu did. These fifteen prohibited intimate relationships are
the foundation of God’s moral code.
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Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 2, we see the rabbis drawing a parallel to the word ““bealunu” (1119v2) and*“rab-
bi Judah taught in the name of rabbi Simai that Bealunu is derived from baal (husband) and that this is
like a husband who draws his wife to sexual union, so would they draw us to union with their idols.” The

rabbis suggest that 1119V (bealunu) is derived from the word 7V2 (baal) meaning ““husband, lord, master, owner,

keeper.”” In the ancient semitic culture, this word i) (baal) became the designation of the sun god. Now In Hebrew,
the word baal means ““husband” or ““owner,” and is related to a verb meaning to take possession of, or for a man,
to consummate a marriage. The word ““baal’ is used in many Hebrew phrases, denoting both concrete ownership as
well as possession of different qualities in one’s personality. In addition to this, thinking on the meaning of ““lord”
as a member of royalty or nobility this is more accurately translated as Adon in the Semitic cultures. This is very
interesting because the one being a “baal” worshiper, one is allowing the idol god to take ownership and to become
husband, master, and owner of the life of the worshiper. Notice the parallel of the husband who draws his wife away
for a sexual relationship and the drawing away to idol worship. Also note how baal worship is a part of the fertility
religions and was heavily involved in sexual relations, and specifically those sexual relations that were part of the
fifteen prohibitions in Parshiot Acharei Mot and Kedoshim. Sex is a physical act but it is also deeply spiritual. This is
why out of the commandments in the Torah the Apostles thought first to give to the gentile believers saying to abstain
from things contaminated by idols, from what is strangled and from drinking blood, and from sexual immorality (see
Acts 15:19-21). Each of these things are interrelated. This is also why the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians
6:16 that when a man unites himself to a prostitute he becomes one with her in body including all of her spiritual
garbage. David asking the Lord to not draw him away with the wicked was not only his asking the Lord to keep him
from being destroyed, but a call to keep him in holiness. This may be the reason why the rabbis discuss sanctifying
the name in Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 2, they say that even though the Lord did not perform miracles, Israel
hallowed the name. When king Nebuchadnezzar ordered that they worship idols and to bow down before
his image that they were more willing to die than to sin against the Lord. The example that is given is taken
from the book of Daniel, the rabbis say:

Thereupon, to hallow the name of the Holy One blessed be He, Hananiah, Mishael, and Aza-
riah threw themselves into the fiery furnace. From what verse did Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah infer that they were to throw away their lives for the hallowing of the Name? They
drew the inference from the verse concerning the frogs in Egypt. What is written of the frogs?
The river will bring forth frogs abundantly which will go up and come into your ovens, and
into your dough (Shemot / Exodus 7:28), Now when is dough placed near an oven? When the
oven is hot. Accordingly this verse proves that frogs came and threw themselves into ovens in
order to hallow the name of the Holy One blessed be He. And how did the Holy One blessed
be He, reward the frogs? All other frogs in Egypt died, as is said The frogs died out of the
houses, out of the courts, and out of the fields (Shemot / Exodus 8:9), but the frogs which
went into the ovens to fulfill the decree of the Holy One blessed be He, did not die, because
they were willing to be burnt. And so the frogs sprang up alive out of the ovens and went
back into the river, for it is said They alone will remain in the river (Shemot / Exodus 8:7).
(Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 2)

=117 0TI RO I WIT 10T ,072R0 D 1w IR L WRT WA 1A%y 19°0Wn 70
S1IRWNAY TPINN2T LI 20N 71,00V TIOXN MM P IR ,aWa NWITR DY awol 7hw
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The midrash says that Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah reasoned in their minds why the Lord would save
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them; they thought back to the plagues of Egypt of the frogs and how the frogs jumped into the furnace
giving their lives because of the command of God. They also reasoned that since the frogs obeyed the com-
mand of the Lord to jump into the furnace and die, the Holy One blessed be He caused the frogs to become
alive and jumped out of the furnace and went back into the Nile river. It is difficult to believe that the Lord
raised fogs back to life, the illustration was given to reason why Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah would have
allowed themselves to die. Theudas of Rome taught that the inference of Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah
was this, since frogs, which do not have the merit of the fathers, were saved because they offered their lives
for the hallowing of the Name, how much more are we obligated to offer our lives for the hallowing of the
Name? We the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who have been given the precept of hallowing the
Name, and whom God will reward in full. The idea is that Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah reasoned the
Lord would save them based upon the merit of the fathers. There is some disagreement about what exactly
these men were thinking, Palton of Rome says they were thinking of Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:29, others
taught that they were thinking on Jeremiah 29:13 and others say Isaiah 26:13.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:29 ‘But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will
find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul. (NASB) onw/p21 03
IWHI-2221 9237-222 MYTTN °2 DRYM TR AIM-NY DY

Jeremiah 29:13 “You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.
(NASB) :02227-722 JW/70 °2 DONEM IR 0OwRpd 2

Isaiah 26:13 O Lord our God, other masters besides You have ruled us; But through You
alone we confess Your name. (NASB) 5% 99373 712-727 T0737 DOJ78 19V 10078 MY

The Concluding phrase of Midrash Tehillim 28, PArt 2 states “What is meant by the words by You alone?
They mean in Your presence that is, we bless You and mention Your name to You alone and not to any other
god.” The hallowing of God’s Name is done not by word of mouth only, it is accomplished by our deeds,
what we do, how we live our lives, and whether or not we take a stand by faith in God’s Word. The rabbis
say there is reward for hallowing the name of God, the Apostle Paul said the same (1 Corinthians 9:24-25,
2 Timothy 4:8).

Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10777 712°7) saying ““Another com-
ment, Unto You, O Lord, do I call, etc Draw mean not away with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity
(Tehillim / Psalms 28:1-3).”” The homiletic introduction to the Midrash says ““Solomon said, Better it is
to be of a lowly spirit with the humble, than to divide the spoil with the proud (Mishley / Proverbs 16:19).
Blessed is the man who takes his portion with the humble.” They continue saying Woe unto him who takes
his portion with the wicked. For the wicked take what is theirs, and then go out of the world, as is said And
yet a little while and the wicked will not be but the meek will inherit the earth; and will delight themselves
in the abundance of peace (Tehillim / Psalms 37:10-11). Thus the Holy One blessed be He, declared, the
wicked have but a single hour. They eat what is theirs in this world; then they pass away and go down into

Gehenna, they, their retainers, and anyone who had anything to do with them. (NX 127172 2011w 1% 12 IR
7P R L(0 12 20%0N) YW PRI DY T AR 09 12 19 10 DR 1YL DOYwIaY ,0ovwa
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This midrash it sounds as if the rabbis are calling upon Parashat Korach (Bamidbar / Numbers 16:1-18:32)
In Parashat Korach, we read that Korach, Datan, and Aviram rose up and assembled themselves against

Moshe and against Aaron and questioned whether their role as priests was really the will of God (2?1 2
DY-WIR TY XIP TTY KW DR DWR DXTE-13n DOWIKY YR "397). As a result, two hundred
and fifty men challenged Moshe and Aaron and went to offer incense by fire before the Lord. The result was
the entire assemble of men died by fire that proceeded from the Lord God because of their sin. Because the
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sin of rebellion was so great in the camp of Korach, Datan, and Aviram, the Lord cause the ground to open
up and they were all swallowed up in the earth going down to the grave alive. Following these events, the
congregation (sons of Israel) complained against Moshe and Aaron and a plague broke out in their midst.
Moshe told Aaron to take a censor filled with burning incense and stand in the gap between the dead and
the living. Studying Parashat Korach, the children of Israel persisted in a rebellious Spirit against Moshe,
Aaron, and God. The rabbis say Thus the Holy One blessed be He, declared, the wicked have but a single
hour. They eat what is theirs in this world; then they pass away and go down into Gehenna, they, their re-
tainers, and anyone who had anything to do with them. (Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 3) The wicked did not
appear to understand that rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft (1 Samuel 15:23). The peoples response over
the death of Korach, Datan, and Aviram is recorded in Bamidbar / Numbers 17:6 in the Hebrew translation
and 16:41 in the English translation DR DAR TR, TIIR-23 TWA-2¥ N0Hn PRIW-012 NTY-72 319
717 QY-NX 16:41 But on the next day all the congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses
and Aaron, saying, ‘You are the ones who have caused the death of the Lord’s people.” (NASB) The second
sin of rebellion causes the Lord to say Di7°38-7Y 19971 Y372 DO 772K1 NNTT 7797 7A7 %77 “part from
the midst of the congregation so that | can consume them.” Rebellion and having a rebellious spirit before
the Lord is certain death. The rabbis parallel the wicked with Esau who did not care about God’s promises.
The midrash concludes saying ““Hence David said | will not eat of their meal, so that | will not go down into
the pit with them, as it is said A Psalm of David. Unto You O Lord, do I call; my Rock, do not be deaf unto

me; lest, if You be silent to me, | become like them that go down into the pit (Tehillim / Psalms 28:1).”” (7K
TWAN 19,230 WATN DR OTME XIPR TR TITY MRIY L2370 20AY TIR KDY LINTIV02 PO KD T

.12 977 QY CNPWnR Y1an). It is interesting how the rabbis reason David’s words saying ““1 will not eat
their meal, so that | will not go down into the pit with them.” Were the rabbis saying that David should not
have a meal with his enemies? Were they thinking about table fellowship with his enemies? What does it
mean to eat a meal with the wicked? Are there any parallels from the Scriptures that would help understand
what they mean? According to Mishley / Proverbs 9, King Solomon speaks of wisdom saying in Mishley
/ Proverbs 9:5 “Come, eat of my food and drink of the wine | have mixed.” (NASB) Here we are instruct-

ed to drink what wisdom has prepared. The description of ““wisdom” (7172277) in the Scriptures is that of
having qualities that are traditionally associated with women such as that of being nurturing and gentle, of
being precious (Mishley / Proverbs 2:1-10), beautiful, pretty, something to be acquired that is very highly
valued. There is a connection given within this text regarding sanctifying the name of the Lord. In the
midrash the rabbis are discussing how the wicked will go down to the grave. King Solomon also writes in
Mishley / Proverbs 9 that wisdom calls us to drink the wine she has mixed. The eating and drinking of the
food of wisdom (Mishley / Proverbs 9:5) is synonymous with one internalizing the wisdom of God. Also
note that Yeshua said John 6:54, 36 tpdyov pov v cépka koi tivev pov 1o oipa &xet {ony aidviov, Kiyom
avootiom avtov i Eoyatn nuépa: 6:54 “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and
I will raise him up on the last day,” (NASB) John 6:53 Yeshua said ““ean me” (¢av un, unless) “phagete”
(pbynte, you should have eaten) the flesh of the son of man and should have drunk of his blood, you shall
not have life in yourself. Yeshua gets even more graphic and says 0 tpdywv pov v cépka ““0 trogon mou
ten sarka” meaning ““to gnaw, crunch, chew”” literally saying *““The one chewing of my flesh and drinking of
my blood in me abides and | in him.” When we eat, the food we eat nourishes us and a part of the food, the
essential vitamins and minerals become a part of our bodies. This graphic teaching, that caused so many of
Yeshua’s disciples to leave, is describing that if one internalizes His teachings and places their faith in Him,
He will raise him up on the last day. The consumption of wisdom’s food and drink suggests that wisdom
will nourish our soul and change us from the inside out; this is exactly what happens when we place our faith
in God and His Messiah Yeshua and daily study the Scriptures. After having confessed our sins and need
for a savior and believing upon the One in whom we are saved (Yeshua), the Lord sends His Holy Spirit to
dwell within us and give us wisdom. The rabbis reason David’s words saying “I will not eat their meal, so
that I will not go down into the pit with them.” They understood that eating a meal with the wicked involved
being in unity with unrighteousness and that this would drag one down to the pit, to hell away from the Lord
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God Almighty.

Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 4 opens with the Dibut Hamathil (2°110757 212°7) saying ““ Draw me not
away with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity; who speak peace with their neighbors, but evil is in
their hearts (Tehillim / Psalms 28:3).”” The homiletic introduction to the Midrash says ““Rabbi Abba son of
Ze’era said, Even in the shortcomings of the tribes you discover their worth, for it is said of them They hated
him and could not speak peaceably unto him (Bereshit / Genesis 37:4)”” We find a continuation of thought
from the previous midrash. Let’s read the midrash:

7 390 119 P9 29N wATR | Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 3
’1317] X 5919 OYY 29 2V 19WAN OR T Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the workers of

iniquity; who speak peace with their neighbors, but evil is
92 RAX M MR .[02292 7Y QYD QY D9V | in their hearts (Tehillim / Psalms 28:3). Rabbi Abba son of

“RIW LMW XX DX ,0°02W S IMIX TINA RIYT Ze’era said, Even in the shortcomings of the tribes you discov-
. : - ’ S ; er their worth, for it is said of them They hated him and could
N WNW:) DPW? 17271227 RV IMRIRIT™ M | o speak peaceably unto him (Bereshit / Genesis 37:4) that is,

oy 019WaR 927 K91 1972 092 ,81192 X927 ,(7 | what was in their hearts was also in their mouths. Of others,

" however, as of Absalom it is said, Absalom spoke unto Amnon
XMW 3 W) [JJU 4 3]1735] (yj ™ :mm) TR neither good nor bad (2 Samuel 13:22); that is, what was in

X192 R? 822727 771 ,(2D 3 "2 | Absalom’s heart was not in his mouth.

Notice what Rabbi Abba says concerning the workers of iniquity, he says “... Even in the shortcomings of
the tribes you discover their worth, for it is said of them They hated him and could not speak peaceably
unto him (Bereshit / Genesis 37:4) that is, what was in their hearts was also in their mouths.” Notice how
they say ““what was in their hearts was also in their mouths.”” Note also that Yeshua said in Luke 6:45, 0
aya00¢ dvBpwmog £k oD dyadod Oncavpod Thig Kapdiag Tpopépetl TO dyabov, kol 6 Tovnpdg £k ToD ToVNPoD
TPOPEPEL TO TOVNPOV: €K YO TEPLEGEVUATOG Kapdiag Aadel TO atopa avtod. ‘The good man out of the good
treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is
evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart. (NASB) Does what we say we believe match up
with how we live? The point of the midrash was that the wicked, what is in their hearts is in their mouths.
They speak blasphemously, swearing and cursing everyone and every thing. This is not how the righteous
are to behave. We are called to live and behave in a sanctified (set apart) way because the Lord has sancti-
fied us. When studying the mitzvot concerning the Cohen (Priest) we learn that the Cohen, because of his
service before the Lord, needed to watch what he does, what he touches, and how he behaves when he goes
before the Lord. In a similar manner, we need to watch what we do, what we touch, and how we behave
for the purpose of sanctifying His Name because He (Yeshua) has sanctified us. This is what David had in
mind when he wrote Tehillim / Psalms 1:1-2 89 2°Xun 77721 YW1 NXY2 777 K2 WK UORI-TWR - X
72791 and A3 N3N X0 71 N7IN2-0X 0D 2 1Y XY 2°¥h awing1 Tav: 1:1 How blessed is the man
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoff-
ers! 1:2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. (NASB) What
is a person really saying to the Lord when he or she internalizes those things the Lord God Almighty calls
unclean? Consider what happens when a person consumes large quantities of alcohol? When consuming
alcohol, our behavior changes because the alcohol becomes a part of us and we begin acting out of character
and doing stupid things. According to Parashat Shemini (Vayikra / Leviticus 9:1-11:47), Nadav and Avihu
died by going before the Lord drunk. They failed to sanctify God’s Name by drinking and going before the
Lord with their offering of incense. The scriptures say that Nadav and Avihu failed to sanctify (make holy)
the Lord in their offering and in their lives when they were drinking. The consequence of this was death for
Nadav and Avihu, they died because of God’s Holiness and they were consumed in fire that proceeded from
the Lord in the Tabernacle. These things apply to us today that we are to sanctify God’s Name in the way
that we live our lives. We believe by faith in Yeshua HaMoshiach (Yeshua the Messiah/Christ) and we are
saved. We are sanctified in Mashiach, the Scriptures say we are sanctified in the washing of the water of the
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— Tehillim / Psalms 28 | 13 0°%°1n 750 —
Word (Ephesians 5:26) thus, we are to daily study God’s Word, and we also are commanded to sanctify the
Lord in all that we do. How are you sanctifying God’s Name in your life?

Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 6 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°n5 712°7) saying “The Lord is my
strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I am helped (Tehillim / Psalms 28:7).”” The homiletic
introduction to the Midrash says ““Rabbi Simon told a parable of a king who had a single pearl.” The Mi-
drash is short and says the following:

Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 6

6. The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him,
and | am helped (Tehillim / Psalms 28:7). Rabbi Simon told a parable
of a king who had a single pearl. When his son came and said to him,
Give it to me, the king answered, it is not yours. But when the son
wearied him with begging, the king gave it to his son. Just so, Israel
singing a song at the Red Sea to the holy One blessed be He, and
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OR), 1T WI] R SWIRY 1007 91 2w

saying may strength be mine, and the Lord’s the son (Shemot / Exodus
15:2), entreated Him to give them the Torah. Thus, God said to them,
Itis not yours. It belongs to those above. But when they wearied him
with begging, He gave it to them, as is said The Lord gave strength to
His people (Tehillim / Psalms 29:7). According to rabbi Jochanan,
Israel then said, Let us repay God with the sons of praise which He
gave us; as Scripture says, Therefore my heart greatly rejoices; and

with my song will I praise Him (Tehillim / Psalms 28:7).

TN WINT 23, WIRNT 1w RN

Summary of Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 6

1. The Rabbis are commenting on Tehillim / Psalms 28:7 The Lord is my
strength and my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and | am helped; Therefore
my heart exults, And with my song I shall thank Him. (NASB)

2. Rabbi Simon tells a parable of a king who had a single pearl and his son
asked for the pearl.

3. The son begged the king for the pearl, similarly the children of Israel begged
for the giving of the Torah at Sinai.

4. Rabbi Jochanan said to repay God with praises (Tehillim / Psalms 28:7)

The rabbis are commenting on Tehillim / Psalms 28:7, what is the purpose of the parable and the parallel
with Israel begging for the giving of the Torah? Why do the rabbis say that Israel begged for the Torah at
the mountain of Sinai? Let’s see what the rabbis have to say concerning this question. To begin we need
to go to Parashat Yitro and the Scriptures that lead up to Matan Torah (the giving of the Torah). According

to Rashi on Parashat Yitro (Shemot / Exodus 18:1-20:23) on the first verse (18:1) Rashi says ¥nw™ (X)
,N2Y YW Avonw amn .70 “what did Yitro hear that caused him to come?” He is quoting from the Talmud

Bavli, Gemara Zevachim 116a (7777011 R2) YW 7AW 72 = 171 172 170 vy (7> NM1Y)) which says
essentially the same thing as “what did Yitro hear that prompted him to come and convert?”” Rashi answers
in the same way that Scripture says in Shemot / Exodus 18:1 (W/X-22 NX ¢/ 101 1277 170 9900 ynw X
109X DRIWO-NR 1T RO IRy ORI AW 0o9R W) that Yitro heard all that the Lord had
done for Israel about the splitting of the Red sea and the war against Amalek. The unique thing about Yitro
was that He was a priest of Midean and the father of Moshe’s wife. As a priest, according to the rabbis,
he was a person who was relentless in his quest for truth. They say that he had tried serving every single
avodah zarah (idol worship) in the world and had found only emptiness and that he was never satisfied with
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anything less than absolute truth. So essentially Yitro was a man who was seeking the truth of God and hav-
ing heard of the God of Israel he decided to goto Moshe and Israel (see Shemot / Exodus 18). When Yitro
heard of what the Lord had done, he decided to take action and go to find out what was happening directly
from the mouth of Moshe. Today, most people settle for things that are less than perfect because ““this fits
my lifestyle’” and “it is easy.”” Matters of faith has become something that is easy and we behave by what
is expected from us regarding ““how we should live” or appear to live outwardly. According to Shemot /
Exodus 15:14 :Ny/99 >2uP 10X 2°m 13137 20y WY 7 which says the “Nations heard and trembled with
fear.”” While reading through the narrative in Exodus, a number of days following the splitting of the Red
sea it was back to business as usual, basically nothing had changed and all was forgotten, the people began
to sin again before the Lord. Has this ever happened to you before, following hearing a sermon or teaching,
a couple hours pass or even a couple days and all is forgotten? The story of Yitro (Parashat Yitro) sets the
stage for Kabbalat HaTorah (the receiving of the Torah) and the rabbi’s reasoning (in Midrash Tehillim 28,
Part 6) behind the parable and the parallel with Israel begging for the giving of the Torah. What we find in
the life of Yitro, according to the rabbis, is Yitro spent his life seeking truth. Midrash Tehillim 28, Part 6
we find the rabbis believe Israel was seeking the truth of God and begged God to give them the Torah at the
foot of Sinai. Are we like Yitro in our pursuit of truth? The Lord God Almighty, by His Holy Spirit, calls
us to repentance, truth, and faith in Yeshua the Messiah. Are we seeking the truth to be revealed to us in our
lives daily? In order to receive the Lord, we must seek the truth of God with an uncompromising heart. The
pursuit of truth consists of be willing to make the necessary changes when being called of God and being
confronted with the truth of His Word. This is one interpretation of the midrash by the rabbis regarding
the giving of the Word of God (the Torah) at the mountain of Sinai and Israel begging God for His Torah.
Do you want God’s truth and His presence in your life today? Have you begged God for His truth and His
presence in your life? Let’s pray!

Heavenly Father,

The rabbis speak of seeking truth Your truth. Today we pray in faith believing asking You to lead us
into all truth. We repent Lord of not living our lives wholly devoted to righteousness for Your name’s sake;
please forgive us of allowing darkness to come into our lives. It is not just our allowing darkness to come
into our lives but our giving approval of those who walk in darkness as a form of own entertainment. Please
have mercy on us oh Lord. Lord, we ask that You would make known Your ways, Your truth, and the path
in which You want us to walk in as Sons of Righteousness. We Thank You Lord for giving us Your Word,
teaching us Your ways, and revealing these truths to us today. Have mercy Lord and save us from our sins in
Yeshua’s name. Thank You for sending Your son Yeshua the Messiah who laid His life down on our behalf
so that we may enter into Your salvation. Thank You Lord for paying the covenant price for the forgiveness
of our sins. We believe that Your Word directs us to Your Son Yeshua, and that in Him we have the hope
of eternal life. Help us to trust in You Lord as we wait patiently for You and Your presence each day. Help
us to dedicated our lives to You each day, fill us with Your presence Lord and thank You for revealing these
truths to our hearts. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise
forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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