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Everything we do is Spiritual
This weeks reading is from Parashat Chayei Sarah (Bereshit / Genesis 23:1-25:18). This week’s reading is relatively short and
may be outlined in the following way, (i) Sarah Abraham’s wife dies (Bereshit / Genesis 23:1-3), (ii) Abraham bargains for a piece of
land from the sons of Heth to bury his wife (Bereshit / Genesis 23:4-20), (iii) Abraham sends his servant to find a wife for Isaac (Bereshit
/ Genesis 24:1-4), (iv) Eleazar meets Rebecca at the watering spring (Bereshit / Genesis 24:11-21), (v) Abraham marries Keturah
(Bereshit / Genesis 25:1-6), and (vi) Abraham dies (Bereshit / Genesis 25:7-8). It is interesting to note how Abraham acted righteously
before the people living in Eretz Canaan, by acting honestly to purchase of a piece of land to bury his wife. We read that Eleazar ( ֱאלִי ֶעזֶר,
Bereshit / Genesis 15:2) had faith in the God of Abraham to help him in his task to find a wife for Isaac. The name  ֱאלִי ֶעזֶרconsists of two
words,  ֱאלִיmeaning “my God” and  ֶעזֶרmeaning “helps;” thus, Eleazar means “my God helps.” Eleazar realized the importance of his
name, the God of Abraham is mighty, and will help him in his task to find a wife for Isaac. Eleazar prays saying עֵין ַה ָמּי ִם-ִהנֵּה אָנֹכִי נִצָּב עַל
ְ ַמי ִם ִמכַּדֵּ ך-נָא ְמעַט-שׁקִינִי
ְ “ ְו ָהי ָה ָה ַע ְלמָה הַיֹּצֵאת ִלשְׁא ֹב וְאָמ ְַרתִּ י ֵאלֶי ָה ַהbehold, I am standing by the spring, and may it be that the maiden who comes
out to draw, and to whom I say, Please let me drink a little water from your jar;” in Bereshit / Genesis 24:43. As a result, God prepared
the minds and lives of those involved for the selection of Isaac’s wife and allowed everything to occur in the proper order so that Eleazar
would know that he had found God’s choice for Isaac. Can this happen today for those who trust and obey God?

 כתבי הקודש/ The Holy Scriptures
 ספר בראשית פרק כדBereshit / Genesis 24:42-46
-יֶשְָׁך- ָה ָעי ִן וָאֹמַר י ְהוָֹה אֱֹלהֵי אֲדֹנִי אַב ְָרהָם אִם-מב וָאָב ֹא הַיּוֹם אֶל
עֵין- מג ִהנֵּה אָנֹכִי נִצָּב עַל:ָנָּא ַמ ְצלִי ַח דַּ ְרכִּי ֲאשֶׁר אָנֹכִי הֹלְֵך ָעלֶיה
נָא ְמעַט־-שׁקִינִי
ְ ַה ָמּי ִם ְו ָהי ָה ָה ַע ְלמָה הַיֹּצֵאת ִלשְׁא ֹב וְאָמ ְַרתִּ י ֵאלֶי ָה ַה
אַתָּ ה שְׁתֵ ה ְוגַם ִלגְ ַמלֶּיָך ֶאשְׁאָב- מד וְאָמ ְָרה ֵאלַי גַּם:ַמי ִם ִמכַּדֵּ ְך
 מה ֲאנִי ט ֶֶרם ֲא ַכלֶּה לְדַ בֵּר:אֲדֹנִי-הֹכִי ַח י ְהוָֹה ְלבֶן-הִוא ָה ִאשָּׁה ֲאשֶׁר
שׁ ְכמָהּ וַתֵּ ֶרד ָה ַעיְנָה וַתִּ שְׁאָב
ִ - ִלבִּי ְו ִהנֵּה ִר ְבקָה יֹצֵאת ְוכַדָּ הּ עַל-אֶל
ַתּוֹרד כַּדָּ הּ ֵמ ָעלֶי ָה וַתּ ֹאמֶר
ֶ  מו וַתְּ ַמהֵר ו:שׁקִינִי נָא
ְ וָאֹמַר ֵאלֶי ָה ַה
:שׁקָתָ ה
ְ שׁקֶה ָו ֵאשְׁתְּ ְוגַם ַה ְגּ ַמלִּים ִה
ְ  ְגּ ַמלֶּיָך ַא-שְׁתֵ ה ְוגַם

24:42 ‘So I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my
master Abraham, if now You will make my journey on which I go successful; 24:43 behold, I am standing by the spring, and may it be that the
maiden who comes out to draw, and to whom I say, ‘Please let me drink a
little water from your jar’; 24:44 and she will say to me, ‘You drink, and
I will draw for your camels also’; let her be the woman whom the Lord
has appointed for my master’s son.’ 24:45 ‘Before I had finished speaking
in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder, and
went down to the spring and drew, and I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’
24:46 ‘She quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink,
and I will water your camels also’; so I drank, and she watered the camels
also. (NASB)

Abraham made Eleazar swear never to take his son Isaac back to the land he had come from, and not to take a wife from the
daughters of the Canaanites (תִ קַּח ִאשָּׁה ִל ְבנִי ִמבְּנוֹת ַה ְכּנַ ֲענִי ֲאשֶׁר אָנֹכִי יוֹשֵׁב ְבּק ְִרבּוֹ-ָאָרץ ֲאשֶׁר ֹלא
ֶ שּׁ ַמי ִם וֵאֹלהֵי ה
ָ שׁבִּיעֲָך בַּיהוָֹה אֱֹלהֵי ַה
ְ ) ְו ַא. When Eleazar
arrives at the spring (Bereshit / Genesis 24:13-14) he speaks to the Lord in prayer asking the Lord to help him to find a wife for Isaac
in a way that would ensure he would be able to recognize the woman that God has chosen. Eleazar says in Bereshit / Genesis 24:14
אֲדֹנִי-ש ֹיתָ ֶחסֶד עִם
ִ  ָע-שׁקֶה א ֹתָ הּ ה ֹ ַכחְתָּ ְל ַעבְדְּ ָך ְלי ִ ְצחָק וּבָהּ אֵדַ ע כִּי
ְ  ְגּ ַמלֶּיָך ַא-נָא כַדֵּ ְך ְו ֶאשְׁתֶּ ה וְאָמ ְָרה שְׁתֵ ה ְוגַם- ְו ָהי ָה ַהנַּע ֲָר ֲאשֶׁר אֹמַר ֵאלֶי ָה ַהטִּיnow may it be that
the girl to whom I say, ‘Please let down your jar so that I may drink,’ and who answers, ‘Drink, and I will water your camels also’ may
she be the one whom You have appointed for Your servant Isaac; and by this I will know that You have shown lovingkindness (grace,
 ) ֶחסֶדto my master.’ (NASB) The phrase  ְגּ ַמלֶּיָך-“ וְאָמ ְָרה שְׁתֵ ה ְוגַםve’amrah shetah ve’gam-gemaleycha” reveals Eleazar’s faith in the Lord
that He (God) that will cause the woman to have the willingness to give water to Eleazar and to all of his camels. Eleazar, throughout
his journey and the task that was set before him, trusted in the Lord to ensure that his journey was successful. Do we trust in God with
such great faith today? According to these Scriptures, the Lord goes before us and prepares the path ahead so that we will have success.
The Scriptures tells us that Eleazar knew of God’s promise into Abraham when he said in Bereshit / Genesis 24:27 (כז וַיּ ֹאמֶר בָּרוְּך י ְהוָֹה
: ָעזַב ַחסְדּוֹ ַו ֲאמִתּוֹ ֵמעִם אֲדֹנִי אָנֹכִי בַּדֶּ ֶרְך נָ ַחנִי י ְהֹוָה בֵּית ֲאחֵי אֲדֹנִי-אֱֹלהֵי אֲדֹנִי אַב ְָרהָם ֲאשֶׁר ֹלא, 24:27 He said, ‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master
Abraham, who has not forsaken His lovingkindness and His truth toward my master; as for me, the Lord has guided me in the way to
the house of my master’s brothers.’ (NASB)) In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans, he may have been thinking of Eleazar’s journey
and his faith and what the Lord had done for Eleazar, Abraham, and Isaac when he wrote Romans 8:28, saying 28οἴδαμεν δὲ ὅτι τοῖς
ἀγαπῶσιν τὸν θεὸν πάντα συνεργεῖ εἰς ἀγαθόν, τοῖς κατὰ πρόθεσιν κλητοῖς οὖσιν, 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. (NASB) A little bit later Paul also wrote in
Romans 12:1 1Παρακαλῶ οὖν ὑμᾶς, ἀδελφοί, διὰ τῶν οἰκτιρμῶν τοῦ θεοῦ, παραστῆσαι τὰ σώματα ὑμῶν θυσίαν ζῶσαν ἁγίαν εὐάρεστον
τῷ θεῷ, τὴν λογικὴν λατρείαν ὑμῶν: 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. (NASB) He said we are to offer our bodies as living sacrifices
and that this is our spiritual act of worship. Therefore, the way we live is a spiritual act of worship before the Lord. Based upon these
verses from Parashat Chayei Sarah and Paul’s letter to the Romans, it appears that everything that we do is spiritual and has a spiritual
impact in our lives. 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 shows us the characteristics of God’s love, the Love of God expresses itself outwardly in acts
of righteousness. The Scriptures this week speak to us that like Eleazar we too need to remember God’s promises and be willing to serve
Him by the offering of ourselves in righteous deeds which is our spiritual act of worship in Yeshua the Messiah.
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