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Living in His Ways by Obeying the Gospel of Christ!

Part a:
This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-50, The Psalm begins saying 72y7 | 0%in? X
DIRY 1211 1P2IR-22 727 NI AI-20%0 | 0992 DRI 30w 0027-NR 1707 | 027 WR 7177 10 “For the choir
director. A Psalm of David the servant of the Lord, who spoke to the Lord the words of this song in the
day that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.” According
to this Psalm, these are the words that David spoke to the Lord and the Lord God Almighty delivered him
from all of his enemies and from the hand of Saul. Because of the deliverance of the mighty hand of God,
David sings 237 Y& 17) *332 12-1T90% 71X 278 07001 "NTIM Y70 77 X ORI AN AR08 RN 2
VUIR S2IR-123 73 RIPR P90n 718:1 ‘I love You, O Lord, my strength.” 18:2 The Lord is my rock and my
fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold. 18:3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, And | am saved from my enemies.
(NASB) David continues describing the way in which he felt when his enemies surrounded him on all sides
saying N7 WRin "1NTR S1220 PIRY 0720 Y onny2 S92 0701 Mn-o2an c1ooR 1 18:4 The cords of
death encompassed me, And the torrents of ungodliness terrified me. 18:5 The cords of Sheol surrounded
me; The snares of death confronted me. (NASB) Because of his grief over the enemies that surround him,
David called out to the Lord God Almighty for help (°73p 22°77 vaw° YIWR *F28-28) M RIpK | 29-1%2 7
n
297 T DY LN > A MY 00773 YINA 1O W) 19N WY A9y 0 7 T 02 WY M 0777 VI0
TI-°912-5¥ KT A2 23712-5Y 2277 R0 11737 nnA 18:7 Then the earth shook and quaked; And the founda-
tions of the mountains were trembling And were shaken, because He was angry. 18:8 Smoke went up out of
His nostrils, And fire from His mouth devoured; Coals were kindled by it. 18:9 He bowed the heavens also,
and came down With thick darkness under His feet. (NASB) Nahum 1:5 states ““1:5 The mountains quake at
him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yes, the world, and all that dwell therein.”
It is a dangerous to come against the children of the Lord God whose presence causes the earth to tremble.
The earth is described as burning in His presence, how much more so will the wicked burn on His coming?
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18:3 aiv@v émikaléoopal KVplov Kai
¢k TOV éxBp@dV pov owbnoopar 18:4
nepléoyov pe @diveg Oavatov kol
Xeipappor  avopiag éEetdpalav e
18:5 @diveg Gdov meplekkAwodv pe
npoépBacav pe mayideg Bavdatov 18:6
Kat &v @ ONifecOal pe émekaleodpnv
TOV KOplov Kai mpdg TOv Bedv pov
ékékpaa fikovoev ék vaod dayiov
avtod Qwvig pov kal | Kpavyr Hov
Evmiov avtod eloehevosTal €i¢ Td OTA
avtod 18:7 kai é0alevdn kal Evtpopog
éyevnOn n yi kai t& Oepéda TV
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6t wpyloBn avtoig 6 Bedg 18:8 &véPn
Kamvog év Opyfj adtod kai mdp Aamo
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avBpaxeg avhednoav an' avtod 18:9
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V8wp &v vepélaig aépwv 18:12 amod
TG TAavynoewg évomiov adtod ai
vegélat SfhBov xahala kai dvBpakeg
mopdg  18:13 kai  éBpovinoev  ¢§
ovpavod kVpLog kai O VYiLoTog Edwkev
Qwviv avtod 18:14 kai égaméotethev
BEAN kal éokoOpmioev  adTOLG  Kai
dotpandag EmAnBuvev kol ocvvetdpalev
avtovg 18:15 kai deOnoav ai tnyai v
V8TV Kai dvekalv@On ta Bepélia Tig
OIKOVUEVNG ATIO EMITIUNOEWS OOV KUPLE
anod  éumvedoewg TVELHATOG  OPYIG
oov 18:16 ¢Eaméotellev ¢E Hyovug kai
ENaPev pe mpooehdPeto pe ¢§ VAdTwY
oM@V 18:17 puoetai pe €§ €xOpdv
gov Suvatd®v kal €k TOV UOOVVTWV
pe Ot éotepewOnoav Omep €ué 18:18
TPo¢POATAY e €V NUEPQ KAKWOEWG
HoL Kal £YEVETO KVPLOG AVTIOTHPLYHA
{Lov
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Tehillim / Psalms 18

For the choir director. A Psalm of David the
servant of the Lord, who spoke to the Lord
the words of this song in the day that the
Lord delivered him from the hand of all his
enemies and from the hand of Saul. And he
said, 18:1 Tlove You, O Lord, my strength’
18:2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress
and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in
whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn
of my salvation, my stronghold. 18:3 I call
upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised,
And I am saved from my enemies. 18:4 The
cords of death encompassed me, And the
torrents of ungodliness terrified me. 18:5
The cords of Sheol surrounded me; The
snares of death confronted me. 18:6 In my
distress I called upon the Lord, And cried
to my God for help; He heard my voice out
of His temple, And my cry for help before
Him came into His ears. 18:7 Then the
earth shook and quaked; And the founda-
tions of the mountains were trembling And
were shaken, because He was angry. 18:8
Smoke went up out of His nostrils, And fire
from His mouth devoured; Coals were kin-
dled by it. 18:9 He bowed the heavens also,
and came down With thick darkness under
His feet. 18:10 He rode upon a cherub and
flew; And He sped upon the wings of the
wind. 18:11 He made darkness His hiding
place, His canopy around Him, Darkness
of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 18:12
From the brightness before Him passed His
thick clouds, Hailstones and coals of fire.
18:13 The Lord also thundered in the heav-
ens, And the Most High uttered His voice,
Hailstones and coals of fire. 18:14 He sent
out His arrows, and scattered them, And
lightning flashes in abundance, and routed
them. 18:15 Then the channels of water ap-
peared, And the foundations of the world
were laid bare At Your rebuke, O Lord,
At the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.
18:16 He sent from on high, He took me;
He drew me out of many waters. 18:17 He
delivered me from my strong enemy, And
from those who hated me, for they were too
mighty for me. 18:18 They confronted me
in the day of my calamity, But the Lord was
my stay. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 18

18:1 For praise. About the miracles that occurred to
the servant of the Lord, David, who sang in prophe-
cy in the presence of the Lord the words of this song
about all the days that the Lord delivered him from
the hand of all his enemies and from the sword of
Saul. 18:2 And he said: I will love you, O Lord,
my strength. 18:3 O Lord, my strength and my
security and the one who delivers me; the God
who has chosen me has brought me near to fear
him; my shield, from whose presence is given
me strength and redemption over my enemies;
my security. 18:4 David said in praise: “I pray
in the Lord’s presence, and from my enemies he
redeems me.” 18:5 Distress has surrounded me,
like a woman who sits on the birthstool and has
no strength to give birth and so is in danger of
death; a band of abusive men has terrified me.
18:6 Armies of sinners have surrounded me;
those armed with deadly weapons have con-
fronted me. 18:7 When I am in distress, [ pray
in the presence of the Lord; and in the presence
of my God I make supplication; and he accepts
my prayer from his temple, and my petition in
his presence is received by his ears, and is grant-
ed. 18:8 The earth trembled and shook and the
foundations of the mountains tottered, and split,
for he was angry with it. 18:9 The arrogance of
Pharaoh went up like smoke; then he sent his an-
ger like a burning fire that consumes before him;
his rebuke burns at his utterance like coals of
fire. 18:10 And he bent down the heavens, and
his glory was manifested, a dark cloud a path
before him. 18:11 So he was manifested in his
strength over swift cherubs; and he proceeded
in might on the wings of the storm-wind. 18:12
And he made his presence dwell in the mist, and
surrounded himself with the clouds of his glory
as a covering; and he made favorable rains to
fall on his people, and mighty waters from the
massed clouds of darkness on the wicked from
the eternal heights. 18:13 From the splendor of
his glory the clouds of heaven passed by in re-
buke like the coals of fire and burning hail from
his word. 18:14 And the Lord gave a shout from
heaven, and the Most High raised up his utter-
ance; he cast hail and coals of fire. 18:15 And he
sent his word like arrows, and scattered them;
[he sent] many lightning bolts, and confounded
them. 18:16 And the depths of the sea became
visible, and the pillars of the world were uncov-
ered at the rebuke of the Lord,78 from the utter-
ance of your mighty wrath. 18:17 He sent his
prophets, [he who is] a mighty king who reigns
in strength; he took me [and] delivered me from
many Gentiles. 18:18 He delivered me from my
enemies, for they are strong; from my foes, for
they prevailed against me. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 18

For the end, a Psalm of David, the servant
of the Lord; the words which he spoke to
the Lord, even the words of this Song, in
the day in which the Lord delivered him
out the hand of all his enemies, and out the
hand of Saul: and he said: 18:1 I will love
thee, O Lord, my strength. 18:2 The Lord
is my firm support, and my refuge, and my
deliverer; my God is my helper, I will hope
in him; he is my defender, and the horn of
my salvation, and my helper. 18:3 I will call
upon the Lord with praises, and I shall be
saved from mine enemies. 18:4 The pangs
of death compassed me, and the torrents
of ungodliness troubled me exceedingly.
18:5 The pangs of hell came round about
me: the snares of death prevented me. 18:6
And when I was afflicted I called upon the
Lord, and cried to my God: he heard my
voice out of this holy temple, and my cry
shall enter before him, even into his ears.
18:7 Then the earth shook and quaked,
and the foundations of the mountains were
disturbed, and were shaken, because God
was angry with them. 18:8 There went up
a smoke in his wrath, and fire burst into a
flame at his presence: coals were kindled
at it. 18:9 And he bowed the heaven, and
came down: and thick darkness was under
his feet. 18:10 And he mounted on cherubs
and flew: he flew on the wings of winds.
18:11 And he made darkness his secret
place: round about him was his tabernacle,
even dark water in the clouds of the air.
18:12 At the brightness before him the
clouds passed, hail and coals of fire. 18:13
The Lord also thundered from heaven, and
the Highest uttered his voice. 18:14 And he
sent forth his weapons, and scattered them;
and multiplied lightnings, and routed them.
18:15 And the springs of waters appeared,
and the foundations of the world were
exposed, at thy rebuke, O Lord, at the
blasting of the breath of thy wrath. 18:16
He sent from on high and took me, he drew
me to himself out of many waters. 18:17 He
will deliver me from my mighty enemies,
and from them that hate me; for they are
stronger than I. 18:18 They prevented me
in the day of mine affliction: but the Lord
was my stay against them.(LXX)
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18:19 He brought me forth also into
a broad place; He rescued me, be-
cause He delighted in me. 18:20 The
Lord has rewarded me according to
my righteousness; According to the
cleanness of my hands He has rec-
ompensed me. 18:21 For I have kept
the ways of the Lord, And have not
wickedly departed from my God.
18:22 For all His ordinances were be-
fore me, And I did not put away His
statutes from me. 18:23 1 was also
blameless with Him, And I kept my-
self from my iniquity. 18:24 There-
fore the Lord has recompensed me
according to my righteousness, Ac-
cording to the cleanness of my hands
in His eyes. 18:25 With the kind You
show Yourself kind; With the blame-
less You show Yourself blameless;
18:26 With the pure You show Your-
self pure, And with the crooked You
show Yourself astute. 18:27 For You
save an afflicted people, But haugh-
ty eyes You abase. 18:28 For You
light my lamp; The Lord my God il-
lumines my darkness. 18:29 For by
You I can run upon a troop; And by
my God I can leap over a wall. 18:30
As for God, His way is blameless;
The word of the Lord is tried; He is a
shield to all who take refuge in Him.
18:31 For who is God, but the Lord?
And who is a rock, except our God,
18:32 The God who girds me with
strength And makes my way blame-
less? (NASB)

18:19 They confronted me in the day of my
wandering; but the word of the Lord was
my support. 18:20 And he brought me out
to a broad place, he delivered me because
he was pleased with me. 18:21 The Lord
will requite me[86] according to my merit;
according to the cleanness of my hands he
will answer me. 18:22 For I have kept the
proper ways in the Lord’s presence; and |
have not walked in evil before the Lord.
18:23 For all his judgments are revealed in
my sight, to do them; and his covenants I
will not remove from me. 18:24 And I was
blameless in fear of him; and I kept my soul
from sins. 18:25 And the Lord rewarded
me according to my merit; according to the
cleanness of my hands in the presence of
his word. 18:26 With Abraham, who was
found pious in your presence, you showed
much mercy; with his seed, [saac, who was
complete in fear of you, you completed
your favorable word. 18:27 With Jacob,
who was pure in your presence, you chose
his sons from all the Gentiles, and separated
his seed from all that is unfit; but with Pha-
raoh and his seed, and the Egyptians who
thought evil thoughts against your people,
you confounded them in their thoughts.
18:28 Because you are going to redeem
the people, the house of Israel, who are es-
teemed among the peoples in exile; and by
your word you will abase the mighty na-
tions who prevail over them. 18:29 For you
will light the lamp of Israel that was extin-
guished in the exile, for you are the lord of
the light of Israel. The Lord my God will
bring me out of darkness into light; he will
show me his eternal consolation which is
to come to the righteous. 18:30 For by your
word I will pass through armies; and by the
word of my God I will subdue mighty cit-
adels. 18:31 God [is he] whose ways are
true; the Torah of the Lord is pure; he is
a shield to all who trust in him. 18:32 For
because of the miracle and deliverance that
you will perform for your Messiah, and for
the remnants of your people who will re-
main, all the Gentiles, nations, and tongues
will confess and say, There is no God but
the Lord, for there is none besides you; and
your people will say, There is none mighty
except our God. (EMC)

18:19 And he brought me out into a
wide place: he will deliver me, be-
cause he has pleasure in me. 18:20
And the Lord will recompense me
according to my righteousness; even
according to the purity of my hands
will he recompense me. 18:21 For I
have kept the way of the Lord and
have not wickedly departed from
my God. 18:22 For all his judgments
were before me, and his ordinances
departed not from me. 18:23 And
I shall be blameless with hem, and
shall keep myself from mine iniquity.
18:24 And the Lord shall recompense
me according to my righteousness,
and according to the purity of my
hands before his eyes. 18:25 With the
holy thou wilt be holy; and with the
innocent man thou wilt be innocent.
18:26 And with the excellent man
thou wilt be excellent; and with the
perverse thou wilt shew frowardness.
18:27 For thou wilt save the lowly
people, and wilt humble the eyes of
the proud. 18:28 For thou, O Lord,
wilt light my lamp: my God, thou
wilt lighten my darkness. 18:29 For
by thee shall I be delivered from a
troop; and by my God I will pass over
awall. 18:30 As for my God, his way
is perfect: the oracles of the Lord are
tried in the fire; he is a protector of
all them that hope in him. 18:31 For
who is God but the Lord? and who
is a God except our God? 18:32 It is
God that girds me with strength, and
has made my way blameless: (LXX)
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18:33 O «katapTi{dpevog TovG TOSAG
pov wg éAda@ov kai &mi Ta dynAd ioT@V
pe 18:34 Siddokwv xelpdg pov  eig
noAepov kai €0ov to&ov xaikodv Tovg
Bpaxlovag pov 18:35 kal €Swkdag pot
VTEPAOTIOPOV OwTnpiag pov kai 1} Segid
oov avtehafetd pov kai 1) maudeia gov
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oov avth pe Odader 18:36 émAdtuvvag
T StaPripatd pov HTTOKATW HOL Kai oK
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Tovg €xOpolg pov kal kataAfpyopat
avTolG Kal ODK AmMooTpa@roopal €wg
av ékhinwoty 18:38 éxOAiyw adTovg Kal
oV un Svvwvtal oTival TegodvTat HTO
Tovg Todag pov 18:39 kal mepElwodg
pe OSvvapy eig mOAepov ovLVETOSIONG
TAVTAG TOUG EMAVIOTAVOUEVOLG €U e
brokdTw pov 18:40 kal Tovg £x0povg pov
€0wKAG poL VOTOV Kal TOVG UIOODVTEG
pe eEwhéBpevoag 18:41 éxéxpalav kai
ovK MV 6 o@lwv TpOG KOpLov Kkai odk
elonkovoev avtd®v 18:42 kai Aemtuvd
avTOLG WG XODV KATA TIPOCWTIOV AVEUOV
G TMAOV TMAatel®@v Aeavd adtovg 18:43
poon pe ¢§ avtiloyldv Aaod kataotrnoelg
ue eig ke@alny €0vav Aadg 6v odk €yvav
¢000Aevoév ot 18:44 ei¢ dkonv wtiov
VIKOVGEV HoL Lol AANGTpLOL EYeboavTO
pot 18:45 vioi aANOTploL Emalawwbnoay
Kal €xwAavay amnd Td@v Tpifwv avtdv
18:46 {fj kVpLOg Kai evAOYNTOG O BedGg pov
Kal VYwbntw O Bedg Tiig cwtnpiag pov
18:47 6 0e0¢ 0 8180V¢ éxdiknoelg élol kal
vnotd&ag Aaovg O Eué 18:48 O photng
pov ¢& éxBpadv pov Opyilwv Amd T@V
EMAVIOTAVOHEVWY €10 €[1E VYWOELG pe ATtO
av8pog adikov pvon pe 18:49 S todTo
¢Eopodoynoopai oot &v EBveoty kbpie kai
@ Ovopati oov Yal® 18:50 pueyakvvwv
Tag owtnpiag tod Pacthéws avtod kai
oLV £Aeog T® XPLOTH adTod T® Savtd
Kal T@ oméppatt avtod €wg aldvog
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— Tehillim / Psalms 18 | > 2°2°7n 790 —

18:33 He makes my feet like hinds’
feet, And sets me upon my high places.
18:34 He trains my hands for battle, So
that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.
18:35 You have also given me the shield
of Your salvation, And Your right hand
upholds me; And Your gentleness makes
me great. 18:36 You enlarge my steps
under me, And my feet have not slipped.
18:37 I pursued my enemies and over-
took them, And I did not turn back until
they were consumed. 18:38 I shattered
them, so that they were not able to rise;
They fell under my feet. 18:39 For You
have girded me with strength for bat-
tle; You have subdued under me those
who rose up against me. 18:40 You have
also made my enemies turn their backs
to me, And I destroyed those who hated
me. 18:41 They cried for help, but there
was none to save, Even to the Lord, but
He did not answer them. 18:42 Then
I beat them fine as the dust before the
wind; I emptied them out as the mire
of the streets. 18:43 You have delivered
me from the contentions of the people;
You have placed me as head of the na-
tions; A people whom I have not known
serve me. 18:44 As soon as they hear,
they obey me; Foreigners submit to me.
18:45 Foreigners fade away, And come
trembling out of their fortresses. 18:46
The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock;
And exalted be the God of my salvation,
18:47 The God who executes vengeance
for me, And subdues peoples under me.
18:48 He delivers me from my enemies;
Surely You lift me above those who
rise up against me; You rescue me from
the violent man. 18:49 Therefore I will
give thanks to You among the nations,
O Lord, And I will sing praises to Your
name. 18:50 He gives great deliverance
to His king, And shows lovingkindness
to His anointed, To David and his de-
scendants forever. (NASB)

18:33 God, who girds on me a belt in
strength, and makes blameless my way.
18:34 Who makes my feet like hinds’; and
he will sustain me in my stronghold. 18:35
Who teaches my hands to do battle, and who
makes my arms as strong as a bronze bow.
18:36 And you have given me strength and
redemption; and your right hand will help
me; and by your word you have multiplied
me. 18:37 You have broadened my steps
in my place, and my knee has not buckled.
18:38 1 will pursue my enemies; [now] have
I destroyed them, and I did not return until I
finished them off. 18:39 I will destroy them,
and they are unable to rise; and the slain have
fallen under the soles of my feet. 18:40 And
you have girded me with strength as a belt to
do battle; you have defeated beneath me the
Gentiles who rise up to do me harm. 18:41
And my foes you have broken in my pres-
ence; you have made them turn tail; [thus] my
enemies | will destroy. 18:42 They seek help,
but they have no redeemer; they pray in the
presence of the Lord, but he does not accept
their prayer. 18:43 I have crushed them like
clods of earth before the storm-wind; and like
the mud of the streets I have trodden them.
18:44 You will deliver me from the discords
of the Gentiles; you will keep me by my des-
tiny a benefactor at the head of the Gentiles;
a people that I did not know shall worship
me. 18:45 At the hearing of the ear, they will
obey me; the sons of the peoples will desert
in my presence. 18:46 The sons of the peo-
ples103 above will perish, and will go into
exile from their palaces. 18:47 The Lord
lives, and blessed is the mighty one; for from
his presence strength and redemption are giv-
en to me; and exalted is God, the strength of
my redemption. 18:48 It is God who works
retribution for me, and defeats beneath me
the Gentiles who arise to do me harm. 18:49
He delivers me from my foes; indeed against
those who arise to do me harm you will make
me prevail; you will deliver me from Gog and
the armies of rapacious Gentiles with him.
18:50 Because of this, I will give praise in
your presence among the Gentiles, O Lord;
and I will sing praises to your name. 18:51
He works abundant redemption with his king,
and shows favor to his Anointed, to David
and his seed forever. (EMC)

18:33 who strengthens my feet as hart’s
feet, and sets me upon high places. 18:34
He instructs my hands for war: and thou
hast made my arms as a brazen bow.
18:35 And thou hast made me secure
in my salvation: and thy right hand has
helped me, and thy correction has upheld
me to the end; yea, thy correction itself
shall instruct me. 18:36 Thou has made
room for my goings under me, and by
footsteps did not fail. 18:37 I will pursue
mine enemies, and overtake them; and
I will not turn back until they are con-
sumed. 18:38 I will dash them to pieces
and they shall not be able to stand: they
shall fall under my feet. 18:39 For thou
hast girded me with strength for war: thou
hast beaten down under me all that rose
up against me. 18:40 And thou has made
mine enemies turn their backs before me;
and thou hast destroyed them that hated
me. 18:41 They cried, but there was no
deliverer: even to the Lord, but he hear-
kened not to them. 18:42 I will grind
them as the mud of the streets: and I will
beat them small as dust before the wind.
18:43 Deliver me from the gain sayings
of the people: thou shalt make me head
of the Gentiles: a people whom I knew
not served me, 18:44 at the hearing of
the ear they obeyed me: the strange chil-
dren lied to me. 18:45 The strange chil-
dren waxed old, and fell away from their
paths through lameness. 18:46 The Lord
lives; and blessed be my God; and let the
God of my salvation be exalted. 18:47 It
is God that avenges me, and has subdued
the nations under me; 18:48 my deliverer
from angry enemies: thou shalt set me on
high above them that rise up against me:
thou shalt deliver me from the unrigh-
teous man. 18:49 Therefore will I con-
fess to thee, O Lord, among the Gentiles,
and sing to thy name. 18:50 God mag-
nifies the deliverances of his king; and
deals mercifully with David his anoint-
ed, and his seed, for ever. (LXX)

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-50, The Psalm begins saying )77 72y7 | 0%in7? X
DIRY 1217 PIR-22 721 INIR 7I-D0%17 | 0992 NRTI AW 2027-NK 72 | 127 WK 1177 ““For the choir
director. A Psalm of David the servant of the Lord, who spoke to the Lord the words of this song in the day
that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.”” According to the
introductory line, this Psalm was composed as a result of the Lord God Almighty delivering David from the

hand of his enemies and from the arm of Saul. Interestingly, the Aramaic Targum states X°01 ?¥ Rr2wH X
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TN AT AT RN 93 5Y KT RNW NAND DY M TR ORI NAWT TITY MIAT KT WINNNRT

JDIRWT RN 21227 9va 9T RTK 17 18:1 For praise. About the miracles that occurred to the servant
of the Lord, David, who sang in prophecy in the presence of the Lord the words of this song about all the
days that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the sword of Saul. (EMC) The

rabbis believed that David spoke in the spirit of prophecy (7iX1212) of the miracles that God had performed
for David. What miracles did God provide for David during his life?

Because of the deliverance and the miracles of the mighty hand of God, David sings to the Lord 2
9 T 03N WY 10R) I 2-TONN M V9K "D0mY NI Y90 T 3 P AT RO N
VIR P2IR-17 M RPN 18:1 ‘I love You, O Lord, my strength.” 18:2 The Lord is my rock and my for-
tress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom | take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation,

my stronghold. 18:3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, And | am saved from my enemies.
(NASB) Tehillim / Psalms 18:2 is referenced in Hebrews 2:13, shown below.

Hebrews 2:11-16

2:11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father for
which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 2:12 saying, ‘I will proclaim Your
name to My brethren, In the midst of the congregation | will sing Your praise.” 2:13 And
again, ‘I will put My trust in Him.” And again, “‘Behold, | and the children whom God has
given Me.” 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise
also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the
power of death, that is, the devil, 2:15 and might free those who through fear of death were
subject to slavery all their lives. 2:16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He
gives help to the descendant of Abraham. (NASB)

16 te yap ayialwv kai ol aywalopevor ¢§ évog mavteg: 8¢ fiv aitiav ovk ématoyvvetal
adeh@ovg avTovg Kalelv, PAéywy, Amayyehd 10 Gvopd cov ToiG AdeAPOIG Hov, &V Héow
ékkAnoiog buvow oe: Pkai A, Eyw €oopatl memolBwg em’ adtd: kal méAwy, 1600 €yw kal
T moudio & pot Edwkev O Bedg. Mémel oV Td Madia KEKOWVWVNKEV aipaTtog Kai 0apkag, Kai
avTOG TAPATANGiwG PeETEoXEV TV adT®Y, tva S ToD Bavatov katapynion TOV 10 KpATog
gxovta tod Bavdrov, To0T 0Ty TOV StdPoAov, Pkal dmadAd€n TovTovg, boot poPw Bavatov
S mavtog tod (v €voyol foav SovAeiag. *ov yap drimov dyyélwv émAhapPdvertal, dAA
oméppatog APpadap EmAappdaverar.

David trusted in the strength of God and gave Him praise. The author of Hebrews states that ““I will place my
trust in Him” just like David. Trust and faith are in the Lord who has the power to overcome death. In He-
brews 2:16, interestingly the Scripture states that '®o0 yap drimov ayyéhwv émhappdaverat, dGANG oméppatog
ABpadap émAapBavetar 2:16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descen-
dant of Abraham. (NASB) Based upon Hebrews 2:16, it appears all of the previous verses are restricted to
those who are descendants of Abraham. Does this mean that only the descendants of Abraham (Israel, the
Jews) are saved, that God sent His son only for the descendants of Abraham? What does it mean to be a de-
scendant of Abraham? Can a person of non-Jewish descent be a child of Abraham? (Read John chapter 8)

Reading through Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-2, David says >nT71873°Y90 737 3 2P0 7170 2008 8% 2
TYUIR OIR-TAY 1T RIPR D200 T 023Wn VYO 1IR) 2140 12-n908 1% PR Cu7om 18:1 ‘I love You, O Lord,
my strength.” 18:2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom | take
refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. (NASB) In verses 1 and 2 David describes
God as the following:

8 Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 18 | > 2°2°7n 790 —

Summary of the indirect ways David refers to God

Strength (°R17)

Rock (3% ,°¥5D)

Fortress (*N71¥7%7)

Deliverer (*¥¥/?)

Shield (°137)

Horn of Salvation ("¥% 1712))
Stronghold (°23w7)

A Rl e

David refers to the Lord as his strength, his rock, his fortress, his deliverer, his shield, the Horn of his sal-
vation, and his stronghold. The use of these attributes of God, in the security, unmoving nature of God’s
promises, we are reminded of the Torah portion from Parashat Ha’azinu, ““to listen, give ear”” Devarim /
Deuteronomy 32:1-52. In Parashat Ha’azinu, Moshe writes a song that he spoke to the children of Yisrael in
Devarim Deuteronomy 32:1-52. Previously in the Torah, the Lord God told Moshe that Joshua will lead the
people after his death. The Lord told Moshe to write down this song (XT3 72°W3-NX 027 3202 7AY)) and
the song will be a witness against them -72 *JIX2 7 1277 ORIW? 2122 7Y NNTT AW 09-m0n wnk
:ORR TY NRTT TV 0127-NR PRI 9o (Devarim / Deuteronomy 31:29-30). 31:30 Then Moses spoke
in the hearing of all the assembly of Israel the words of this song, until they were complete: (NASB.) In
the opening verse of Parashat Ha’azinu Moshe calls Heaven (2°2%1) and Earth (YX1J) as witnesses to the
covenant (*D- 20X YINT YWD 772X 27T 11°1R7). Calling the solid unmoving (unchanging) Heaven
and Earth as a witness implies that the unmovable things are watching should the children of Yisrael break
the covenant and disobey God. Moshe proclaims the name of the Lord (R 77177? Q¥ °3) saying He is our
Rock (71%77), that His work is perfect (12¥2 0°1), all of his ways are in truth (71338 78 03N 1°377-92 °3),
there is no injustice (?)¥ 1°X), only righteousness (?°7X) and that He is straight (1)) meaning that God is
upright and just. It is highly likely that David obtained his understanding on the strength of God, the Rock,
the unmovable nature of God from Parashat Ha’azinu. Moshe then says Wpy 737 0pin 1732 X9 1% v

9N7N51 meaning “They have acted corruptly toward Him, They are not His children, because of their defect;
But are a perverse and crooked generation.” In these opening verses, Moshe is contrasting the absolute
goodness of God with our impoverished and fallen lives. In these verses, the Lord God is described as our

“Rock™ (73¥73) in Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:4; David also describes God as his rock and fortress. King
Solomon describes God as a strong tower in Mishley / Proverbs 18:10 which says, “The name of Adonai is
a strong tower; The righteous runs into it and are safe.” The reason David describes God as his rock and

fortress is because of the Torah principle that the Lord our Father has purchased us (X7 732 7°2X) and that

He establishes us (73397 7WY). Throughout Scripture the Lord is described using these solid and unmov-
ing characteristics (i.e. Heaven and earth, rocks, etc). In the covenantal song found in Parashat Ha’azinu,
the words and phrases are representative providing greater meaning by what they stand for. Thinking
hebraically, the words carry meaning beyond what the plane dictionary definition may provide.

The insight the Torah provides for us this week, in regard to Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-2, is on the use
of the word ““rock’ as a circumlocution for the Name of God (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:4). Devarim /
Deuteronomy 32:4, states “The Rock! His work is perfect. For all His ways are just. A God of faithfulness
and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.”” The context of the verse in Tehillim / Psalms 18 brings
us right back to the Torah that “The Rock™ is a reference to God. Stones were commonly used for buildings

Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry 9



and for memorials of important events (see Genesis 28:18, Joshua 24:26, 27; 1 Samuel 7:12). Note that two

words for rock is used in Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-2 Rock (*73X ,*¥70) that may be used for a foundation and
for building. According to the Scriptures, the word rock or stone is also used figuratively of believers (see
1 Peter 2:4-5), and of the Messiah (see Psalms 118:22, Isaiah 28:16, Matthew 21:42, and Acts 4:11). Note
also that in Daniel 2:45 the Messiah is described as being *““cut out of the mountain.” The use of the ““rock”
as a circumlocution is well established in the Tanakh and in the Apostolic Writings. One of the oldest of
several ancient translations of the Hebrew Bible into Greek is the LXX (Septuagint). The LXX was held in
great respect in ancient times as described by Philo and Josephus to having divine inspiration to its authors.
This means that, according to historical accounts, the Greek translation of the Tanach was considered the
inspired Word of God. Comparing the text of the LXX to that of Ginsburg’s Masoretic text it is interesting

to note that the Hebrew word 71X (RocKk) is translated as “Theos” (8eo¢, God). There are a few differences
in the translation of the Septuagint from the Masoretic text but it is widely accepted that the Septuagint
provides an accurate record of the Semitic textual variants. The textual variant here is that the translators

used the word Theos (8eog, God) rather than Petra for the word 71X (Rock). According to Paul’s writings in
Romans 4:13-5:1 the promises of God are made firm (givat PePaiav v énayyeliav) by faith (niotewc) not
only to those who are of the Torah but to all of those who are of the faith of Abraham (Romans 4:16). All
of those who have the faith of Abraham in the Lord God Almighty become the children of Abraham; having

faith in God, in the Rock (71X3) of our Salvation, in the Name of God and the sure foundation stone in the
Name of Yeshua our Savior. To worship the Name is to worship God. The relationship of Yeshua to the
Father is that of a foundation stone, cut right out of the mountain of the Lord (Daniel 2:45). It is this foun-
dation stone that God is building His ecclesia (exkAncia). The use of the name throughout the scriptures and
the various ways in which the Name has been described, there is an emphasis God desires for us to see and to
receive. The emphasis that is being taught is the Torah principle the Lord our Father has done, to purchased

us (X377 F3R 7°2X) and established us (73397 JWY), and all of Scriptures direct us to Yeshua the Messiah,
which is the ultimate and final goal of the revelation of scripture. The love of the Father being demonstrated
through the Son (Yeshua) offering redemption in His blood and salvation in His name so that we might have
the opportunity to know and experience the abiding presence of the Father in our lives and in our commu-
nities. The love of God is then manifest in us by living through Him (Yeshua) 1 John 4:9 By this the love
of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live
through Him. (NASB) Rightly so, as David says in Tehillim / Psalms 18, the Lord is our Strength, our Rock,
our Fortress, our Deliverer, our Shield, the Horn of our Salvation, and our Stronghold 7777 F778 X 2
NP I RPN D7 T 2 YWY T9R) 1N 120NN T VPN CWom NN Y0 A A 0PI
:YYIX 18:1 ‘I love You, O Lord, my strength.” 18:2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My
God, my rock, in whom | take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. (NASB) Note
something else, the Lord described as “the Horn of our Salvation” provides the illustration that the Lord has
made a great noise to arouse those who have fallen asleep that He is present and Salvation is at hand. Do our
lives proclaim His Salvation in this way to the world around us? Drawing this as an illustration or example
for our lives, how might we apply this principle to our lives? How do we proclaim the Salvation of God to
others?

David continues describing the way in which he feels his enemies have surrounded him on all sides
saying in Tehillim / Psalms 18:5-6:

Hebrew:
1N WP CIMTR P20 INY 0220 1 3Ny DY 0901 NIR-2920 200N 1

18:4 The cords of death encompassed me, And the torrents of ungodliness terrified me. 18:5

10 Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry
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The cords of Sheol surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me. (NASB)

Aramaic:
NnKYH RI2N0A RI1207 KT 72727 72 190 991 RN2N7 DY XaN0T RN XpY 2INDPR 1
2210 39312 9192 PIMINT N0 MTPR C1IDPR P21 DMWY N DNV XIMDL DY)

18:5 Distress has surrounded me, like a woman who sits on the birthstool and has no strength
to give birth and so is in danger of death; a band of abusive men has terrified me. 18:6
Armies of sinners have surrounded me; those armed with deadly weapons have confronted
me. (EMC)

David says that death has gotten him bound up and according to the Hebrew text says N)-"727. The word

5217 means ““rope, cord, line”” when used as a noun, and also may have the meaning “throes of (birth or
death).” So David is saying that his enemies that surround him has placed him in the throws of death. The
rabbis translate this in the Aramaic Targum as “a woman who sits on the birthstool and has no strength to
give birth and so is in danger of death.” So David is describing the manner in which he feels by his enemies
that surround him, his strength is gone from laboring for a long time as if at the moment of death. Because
his enemies have surrounded him, he seeks the Lord for help saying YW 728-78) 7170 XK | °92-7%2 7
PRI RI2A | 1197 Ny V73R 92701 YW 18:6 In my distress | called upon the Lord, And cried to my
God for help; He heard my voice out of His temple, And my cry for help before Him came into His ears.
(NASB) Crying out to the Lord for help is a form of seeking the Lord God Almighty. In Tehillim / Psalms
14, David said :D°778-N& W97 223wn U0 NIRI? DTR-°12-2 PpWn own 7)1 2 14:2 The Lord has
looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are any who understand, Who seek after God.
(NASB) The Lord looks down from heaven upon the sons of men and examines our hearts. Yeshua said in
Matthew 6:33, **{nteite 6¢ mp@tov TNy Pactheiav [tod Beod] kai v Sikatocvvny avtod, kai TadTa TavTa
npootednioeton vuiv 6:33 ‘But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you. (NASB) Therefore we may conclude that the Lord God is looking down from heaven to see
who is seeking Him. David also said :708-03 1R 210-70Y PR 983 177° 70 997 3 14:3 They have all
turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one. (NASB) The
way of mankind is corrupt, and there is none that do good. In David’s case, he is seeking the Lord for help
and because he seeks the Lord’s help and not man’s, his cry for help has made it to God’s ears. As a result of
hearing his cry for help, the Lord’s response is 11777 *3 3N 7377 2°77 7091 PIRT | WyIm wyim 1
-2¥227 RY1P31N0R P9IY TN DY U 0 1 Y2 07903 IRA vEn UN) 1983 Wy 7y v b
:mﬁ-’g;a-bs_] X771 ¥ 2373 18:7 Then the earth shook and quaked; And the foundations of the mountains
were trembling And were shaken, because He was angry. 18:8 Smoke went up out of His nostrils, And fire
from His mouth devoured; Coals were kindled by it. 18:9 He bowed the heavens also, and came down With
thick darkness under His feet. (NASB) Nahum 1:5 states “1:5 The mountains quake at him, and the hills
melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yes, the world, and all that dwell therein.”” Tt is interesting
reading through the Scriptures, on the judgment of God, when the Lord comes to earth His holy presence
will burn this sinful world. Take for example the Apostle Paul’s understanding on that great day of the Lord
God Almighty from 2 Thessalonians 1:4-12.

2 Thessalonians 1:4-12

1:4 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perse-
verance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. 1:5
This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy
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of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 1:6 For after all it is only just for
God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 1:7 and to give relief to you who are afflict-
ed and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels
in flaming fire, 1:8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 1:9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 1:10 when He comes to
be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed for
our testimony to you was believed. 1:11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our
God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work
of faith with power, 1:12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you
in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (NASB)

‘0 TE ADTOVG IUAG €V DUTV EykavydoBal €v Taig ékkAnoialg Tod Beod vnép TG DTTOHOVAG VPOV
Kai TioTewg ¢V aoty Toig Stwypols DpdV Kai Taig OAiyeoty aig dvéxeabe, “Evdetypa tiig Swkaiog
Kpioewg tod Beod, eig 1O kata§lwOival Dpdg TG Bactleiag Tod Beod, vmep G Kol TAOKETE,
Seimep Sikatov mapa Oed® dvtamododvat Toig OAiPBovory budg OXIYv "kal DUy Toig OABouévolg
dveowv ped fuav €v T amokakvyel Tod kvpiov Inood &’ ovpavod pet dyyélwv duvapewg
avtod *&v upt PAoYOG, 8180vTog Ekdiknoty Toig pr) eiddoty Bedv Kkai Toig pr HakovoLOLV TA
gvayyehiw 10D kupiov UV Inood, *oitiveg Siknv ticovaty GAebpov aiwviov &md TpoowTov
ToD Kvpiov kai amo TA¢ §6&ng TG loxvog avtod, Pétav éA0n évdofacdivar év toig ayiolg
avtod kai BavpacOijvat &v maotv toig motevoaoty, Ot EmoTtevdn TO HapTOpLOV HUOV ¢’
VUaG, év T Nuépa exeivy. "ei¢ 6 kal mpooevxopeda mavtote mept LUV, iva VUAG d&do
Tii§ KAoewg 6 Bedg UMDV Kal TAnpwor maoav evdokiav ayabwovvng kai Eépyov mioTewg v
Suvayet, 6mwg ¢voo&aadi 10 Gvopa Tod kupiov HUOVINCOD &v DUiy, Kal DUEIS £V adTd, KaTtd
TNV xaptv Tod Beod HuOV kal kKupiov Inood Xplotod.

According to 2 Thessalonians 1:7, Yeshua will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming
fire. This is parallel to Isaiah 66:15 For behold, the Lord will come in fire And His chariots like the whirl-
wind, To render His anger with fury, And His rebuke with flames of fire. NASB (X127 WX2 717> 737-"3 W0
[WR-"20722 IN7y3) 19K 102 20w 1271 19192)) and to Shemot / Exodus 19:18 Now Mount Sinai was
all in smoke because the LORD descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a fur-
nace, and the whole mountain quaked violently. NASB (W2 71372 19 72 WK 197 192 10y 10 0m
STRR 77-22 70 W2 WY 1wy DY) Scripture also says in Shemot / Exodus 3:2 that God manifest
Himself “in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush.”” We see in Shemot / Exodus 3, a burning bush, a man
(Moshe), and God Himself, speaking to Moshe from out of the flame that was in the midst of the bush.
Why does God throughout the Scriptures reveal Himself in a flame of fire? The flame is certainly a super-
natural phenomenon, since the bush burned without being consumed. On the mountain of Sinai, the Lord
descended in a flame and the mountain burned. The flame is more than a supernatural phenomenon, it is a
manifestation of God. How do we know this? The Scriptures say that Moshe was afraid to look, not upon
the flame, but upon God; yet the flame was the only thing visible in the bush. According to the Scriptures,
there are quite a few passages that state that God is invisible (John 1:17, 1 Timothy 1:17, and Hebrews 11:27
to list a few). Yet, the passage from Tehillim / Psalms 18, and in Shemot / Exodus chapters 3 and 19, says
that Moshe, realized who he was speaking to and was afraid to look upon God. This is because God had
manifest Himself in the flame. In the Tanach, a manifestation of God was any kind of visible appearance
of God, for example in the cloud known as the Shekhinah (a word that describes dwelling or settling, and
is used to denote the dwelling or settling divine presence of God, especially in the Temple in Jerusalem).
Scholars call the manifestation of God a ““theophany,” according to Concise Oxford English Dictionary
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meaning ““a visible manifestation to humankind of God.” In these cases, God appears as a flame of fire in
the midst of a burning bush to speak to Moshe. According to Mark 12:26, Yeshua confirmed this when He
said, 12:26 ‘But regarding the fact that the dead rise again, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the
passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? (NASB) The Apostle Paul states in 2 Thessalonians that Yeshua will be
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire. In the Tanach, God was manifested in the
flame and therefore we could also say that the flame was an image, a visible representation, of the invisi-
ble God. Clearly, God was in the flame; therefore, to see the flame was to see God. Since no one struck a
match to ignite this fire, it is clear that the flame came from God in the sense that God originated it. As the
originator of the flame, the Lord God brought it forth. The God who was in the flame was the same God
Yeshua referred to as His Father. In John 17:3, Yeshua identified His Father as ““the only true God.” In 1
Corinthians 8:6, Paul affirmed that “for us there is one God, the Father.”” In Jeremiah 10:10, the prophet
declared, “The LORD is the true God.” The One in the burning bush called Himself “The LORD God of
your fathers” (Shemot / Exodus 3:15). In a sense, when we come before the Lord God Almighty, sin will be
burned up, consumed by the very presence of God Himself. If we do not have the Lord’s righteousness and
the forgiveness of sins in Yeshua the Messiah, standing in the presence of God we would be consumed by
the glory of His presence. This is why Paul wrote what he did in 2 Thessalonians 1:7 and to give relief to
you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty an-
gels in flaming fire, 1:8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 1:9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence
of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 1:10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day,
and to be marveled at among all who have believed for our testimony to you was believed. (NASB) When
the Lord returns, judgment will come and utter destruction (eternal destruction) will come to those who do
not know God, those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah. According to the text in
2 Thessalonians, to know the Lord God Almighty is synonymous with obeying the gospel of Yeshua. Have
you ever noticed this in the Apostolic Writings before? What does it mean to obey the gospel of Yeshua?
How do we do this? Is this nothing less than obeying the Torah of God? As the Scriptures say in Him, in
Christ we establish the Torah (Romans 3:31). The earth is described as burning in His presence throughout
the Scriptures, how much more so will the wicked burn on His coming? Prevention of utter destruction in
the presence of God is reliant upon Yeshua and His teaching, obeying His teaching, and our knowing God.

David said that when the Lord heard his prayer, the earth shook, the mountains trembled, and smoke
went up from His nostrils, fire from His mouth, and He bowed down the heavens and thick darkness was
under His feet (Tehillim / Psalms 18:7-9). He then states in Tehillim / Psalms 18:10-18.

N> 20 :MIN-"932-7¥ KT A7) 21712-7Y 22771 XY P31 N0 997 T oy v
TUN-"703) 703 02 1Y T A 2 DRIy 02 DU-n2YD 20 Pian 100 | Tyn
20 DRI DI RN MY W0 w20 T2 R 1 I M [ a2 oy 7
MY T RN T DY MY ANJY 230 MITOT 1237 0 R0 [ N7 10 o
DI TXN-D NI Y AR TP M 003D D IR IR DR

18:10 He rode upon a cherub and flew; And He sped upon the wings of the wind. 18:11 He
made darkness His hiding place, His canopy around Him, Darkness of waters, thick clouds
of the skies. 18:12 From the brightness before Him passed His thick clouds, Hailstones and
coals of fire. 18:13 The Lord also thundered in the heavens, And the Most High uttered His
voice, Hailstones and coals of fire. 18:14 He sent out His arrows, and scattered them, And
lightning flashes in abundance, and routed them. 18:15 Then the channels of water ap-
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peared, And the foundations of the world were laid bare At Your rebuke, O Lord, At the blast
of the breath of Your nostrils. 18:16 He sent from on high, He took me; He drew me out of
many waters. 18:17 He delivered me from my strong enemy, And from those who hated me,
for they were too mighty for me. 18:18 They confronted me in the day of my calamity, But
the Lord was my stay.

Tehillim / Psalms 18:10 states that the Lord God rode upon a cherub and flew. Does the Lord God really
need to ride upon a cherub for wings to fly? The Psalm describes the Lord making darkness his dwelling
place using thick clouds from the sky. The Lord Himself is light (brightness) and the clouds hide His glory.
The Lord thunders when He utters His voice and from out of His word comes coals, hailstones, and fire.
This description seems to parallel what took place at the mountain of Sinai, and of the construction of the
Tabernacle, the Holy of Holies (a dark place), and the cloud that is manifest from burning incense before the
priest enters in to make atonement on Yom Kippur. The cherub upon which the Lord rides is a parallel to
the construction of the Ark of the covenant in Shemot / Exodus 25. Let’s look at select verses from Shemot
/ Exodus 25 from the Hebrew and Aramaic Targum.

A2-22 PI0D 712 P95 NINW 950 771N nwNd Masoretic Text
Tan njg;a 53_]73 :Inx ’NWQW DW :|‘7 3n7¥1]1 99 Shemot / Exodus :25:22 -
7Y 1{2]’3—‘7; nX N7V JR-9Y WK 0°2737 "3 25:22 “There | will meet with you; and from abo_ve
: ’ﬁy ]'ﬂ.?W' Y ' - 9. :‘7&1’&7"’33—‘7& Tlm& the_ mercy seat, from between t_he two cherublm
P OMeoR e EEe =7 omw O TR which are upon the ark of the testimony, | will speak
R X ARY 127 9K 190X D0RR D°0Y | 10 you about all that | will give you in commandment
for the sons of Israel. (NASB)
AD-25 20D 515 2D NIRW 950 BWPIIN 21A1N | Aramaic Targum (Onkelos)
RD7I92 1297 T2y 270 12 T2 "W 1pry) 20 | Shemot/ Exodus 25:22. |
793 M7 ROITOT RIK 2Y °T X223 TR 728 25:22 And | will appoint My Word (Memra) with

; inB 799 S 5> 12 M AN 0 T8 thee there; and I will speak with thee from above the
YR XN T2y0) A2 2892 233 NI S0 2 TR Propitiatory, from between the two kerubin that are

ROR) 7012 ROPR) 37N AR PRI PO | ypon the Ark of the Testimony, all that | may com-
72 T°2YN) °27 277 A°N °900) 70 (A1 3791 mand thee for the sons of Israel. (EMC)
ZW‘IHQ 'ﬁﬂ@ 2077 7

In Shemot / Exodus 25:22, God is describing the construction of the mercy seat upon the Ark of the Cove-
nant saying in Shemot / Exodus 25:21 “You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall
put the testimony which 1 will give to you. 25:22 “There | will meet with you; and from above the mercy seat,
from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that
I will give you in commandment for the sons of Israel. (NASB) The phrase ““mercy seat™ is a translation of
the Hebrew text that actually says “‘kapporet” in the Masoretic text or of the Greek term *““hilasterion” from
the Septuagint (LXX). The Hebrew text of Shemot / Exodus 25:22 states that the Lord God will meet with
Moshe to speak to him (and to the Kohen HaGadol, High Priest) from between the Cherubim. According
to the Aramaic Targum, the text says “And | will appoint my Word for you there.” And so, it is ““the Word”’

of God (°7%°R, Memra) that will meet with and speak to Moshe from between the Cherubim.
Next, the verses 19-25 from Tehillim / Psalms 18, are outlined in the following way:

Outline of Tehillim 18:19-25

1. 9279793 21897 ann7 *0xi D 18:19 He brought me forth also into a broad place; He rescued
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me, because He delighted in me. (NASB)

2.9 2007 972 122 9RT782 73 219n3Y XD: 18:20 The Lord has rewarded me according to my righteous-
ness; According to the cleanness of my hands He has recompensed me. (NASB)

3. 298D RYYI-KD) 71T 0277 CAnW-"2 22 18:21 For | have kept the ways of the Lord, And have
not wickedly departed from my God. (NASB)

4. 230 POR-X? 1POPM 717 1VRYN-22 93 3D 18:22 For all His ordinances were before me, And |
did not put away His statutes from me. (NASB)

5. 01Yn MAWR] 1Y 000 AR 72 18:23 | was also blameless with Him, And | kept myself from my
iniquity. (NASB)

6. 11V TN 0T 722 RTY O M-2Wn 1D 18:24 Therefore the Lord has recompensed me accord-
ing to my righteousness, According to the cleanness of my hands in His eyes. (NASB)

7. :0nRPR 2°HD N23-0¥ TO0NN 7°00-0Y 1D 18:25 With the kind You show Yourself kind; With the
blameless You show Yourself blameless; (NASB)

According to David, the Lord brought him froth into an open place, this is a form of rescuing and the Lord
rescued him because His delight was in him (David). David is obviously in hiding some place in Israel and
the Lord taking and moving him to an open place suggests that he would have no enemies to attach him on
either side. He continues saying that the Lord rewarded him according to his righteousness and the clean-
ness of his hands. The reason being that he has kept the ways of the Lord and have not departed from the
Lord and His ways. David says all of the Lord’s ordinances were before him and he did not put His statues
away from him, He says that he is blameless and has kept himself from his own iniquity. Thus The Lord
has returned towards him according to the cleanness of his hands. What is interesting about these verses is

how David describes his reward, the Lord turning back towards him (2°%?) from the Hebrew word “Shuv”

(2W2) is a result of his living in righteousness. So according to David, the way that we live effects our walk
with the Lord. Let’s studying this concept a little further from the Torah text. In Parashat Re’eh (Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 11:26-12:28) Moshe says :7777271 17272 017 022397 103 *21X 787 “See, | am setting before
you today a blessing and a curse.” Moshe says the blessing comes if we “listen and obey.”” This is exactly
what David is saying here in Tehillim / Psalms 18. Whereas, the curse comes to those who turn aside from
the way God has commanded. Moshe says that when the Lord brings you into the land, place the blessing

(729217) on mount Gerizim and the curse (777{17) on mount Ebal. Mount Gerizim and Ebal are two moun-
tains in the vicinity of the West Bank city of Nablus (in Hebrew known as Shechem). These form the south-
ern side of the valley in which Nablus is situated on the north side. This mountain is one of the highest peaks
in the West Bank and is the highest peak in all of Israel. The blessing and the curse here represents those

who remain “‘within” the covenant (:727327) on mount Gerizim with God and those who remain ““outside”

of the covenant (7127p7) on mount Ebal. Those inside the covenant live inside of the Promised Land and
enjoy the blessing and protection of God living according to God’s ways as detailed according to the Torah.
Those outside do not live according to God’s ways, do not have regard for the mitzvot, for the precepts or
statues of God and therefore have no part in God’s promises. Remaining within the covenant is emphasized
as Moshe continues to speak to the people stating five times saying that 77377 WI2-IYR DIPHI-2X-0K 3
STAW DRI WITN 19U oY iaw-nR DI 02°0aw-22n 029K 12:5 ‘But you shall seek the LORD at the
place which the Lord your God will choose from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwell-
ing, and there you shall come. (NASB) (See Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:5, 11, 14, 18, 21). According to the
Scriptures, God revealed himself through Israel in order to make His Name known to the World. Today, do
we allow the Lord to establish within us a place where He can make His name known in the way we live?
This brings us back to the previous question on how do we proclaim the Salvation of God to others?
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Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:26-30

11:26 “See, | am setting before you today a blessing and
acurse: 11:27 the blessing, if you listen to the command-
ments of the Lord your God, which I am commanding
you today; 11:28 and the curse, if you do not listen to
the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside
from the way which | am commanding you today, by fol-
lowing other gods which you have not known. 11:29 ‘It
shall come about, when the Lord your God brings you
into the land where you are entering to possess it, that
you shall place the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the
curse on Mount Ebal. 11:30 ‘Are they not across the
Jordan, west of the way toward the sunset, in the land of
the Canaanites who live in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal,

beside the oaks of Moreh? (NASB)

The opening word of Parashat Reah is the Hebrew word 71X?) which is written in the singular form meaning

“see” followed by the phrase 017 02°397 101 °J1Y, a phrase containing the plural pronominal suffix ““you.”
According to the Hebrew text, based on the singular-plural forms written in Parashat Reah, each person, on

an individual basis (X7, “see” in the singular form) will be affected by the blessing and the curse. Note the
use of the singular and plural forms here in the text are meant to emphasize that the Torah has been given to
all “who have ears to hear” and it is the personal responsibility of each individual to choose life, hold onto
the Lord God, obey His voice, and walk in God’s word (in His ways) in our daily lives as Moshe says in

sefer Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:19-20, 2°°177 YIRZ-NXR) 2A%W3-NX 017 022 °N7v0 0 % P75 0°127 90
%P2 Yo TN MIT-NN T3INY D YN ADN WA WP 002 D0 7YIRT) 12723 T 003 N

nN? PR PO DTIINT PNIN2 7Y YW W RINT-7Y NI P TIR) 0 0 02 27137
:077 Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:19 ‘I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that | have set
before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your
descendants, 30:20 by loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this
is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.” (NASB) According to these scriptures, there is no room for com-
178 7Im-NR 72X7
R IR 720 KT 0D 12-722797 1922 “love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, holding fast to the Lord
is your life and the length of your days;”” these Scriptures show the absolute necessity of living each day by
holding onto and drawing near to the Lord God Almighty in the Messiah. I say in the Messiah because it is
because of the Messiah and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that enables us to do these things in a way that
is pleasing to the Lord God Almighty.
The blessing and cursing is contrasted with Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:8 that states J3Wyn X? 11
YD WI-72 WK 0T 7D WY MR WK 923 “you shall not do at all what we are doing here today,
every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes.”

promise in this decision making process to “choose life.”” The Scriptures say Y%7 77078
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Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:8-11

12:8 “You shall not do at all what we are doing here today, every man doing whatever is right
in his own eyes; 12:9 for you have not as yet come to the resting place and the inheritance
which the Lord your God is giving you. 12:10 “When you cross the Jordan and live in the
land which the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your
enemies around you so that you live in security, 12:11 then it shall come about that the place
in which the Lord your God will choose for His name to dwell, there you shall bring all that
I command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution of
your hand, and all your choice votive offerings which you will vow to the Lord. (NASB)

According to the Modern Hebrew lexicons, the phrase 1°3°Y2 W7 appears to be a Hebrew idiom meaning
“whatsoever is right in his own eyes.” Dissecting this phrase, I° means ““straight, even, level, smooth”

and 1°1°Y2 means ““in his eyes.” The straightness of the eye is a way of describing the path one is taking,
the choice that one is making in one’s life to choose life or to choose death, to walk with God or to walk
contrary to what God has commanded. We walk where our eyes tell us to go. What we look at for extended
periods of time is the direction our mind and body will proceed into. According to Moshe, before entering
into the Promised Land, each was doing what they thought was right in his or her own eyes. Therefore, the
straightness of the eye was indicative of the way one walked before God. The warning is given just prior to
Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:8 to destroy all of the idols and places of worship and to not do as the nations do
when serving the Lord God Almighty. So the ““straightness of the eye™ is related to whether one is walking
in righteousness or in sin. Is part of the gospel message of Yeshua to walk in righteousness and not walk in
sin? It is interesting, in the Apostolic Writings, Yeshua warned the people of the kind of treasure one seeks
in this world drawing a parallel with whether the eye is good or bad in Matthew 6:20-23 follows prototypical
to the teaching here in the Torah and with what David is saying in Tehillim / Psalms 18. Here the Torah tells
us to fear (-IX7?) the Lord, to walk in all His ways (1°277-222 N2377), to love Him (inX 712%7), and to serve
Him with all our heart (7237-222) and all our soul (/91-723). Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:12 summarizes
beginning with fearing the Lord God. What does it mean to fear the Lord? Are we to be afraid of God’s
approval of us or be afraid of the future expectation of judgment? According to King Solomon, *““the fear of
the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom” (Mishley / Proverbs 9:10) since without fear we would not turn from
our sins but would continue to walk in darkness.

The Hebrew word translated as “fear” is X7 has a range of meanings throughout the scriptures.
The fear of the Lord as described in the Tanakh is a designation for true devoutness to the Lord (see Mishley
/ Proverbs 1:7, Job 28:28, and Tehilim / Psalms 19:9). Fear is also synonymous with love and hope, not a
slavish dread, but rather reverence towards God (Compare: Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:6, Hosea 11:1, and
Isaiah 1:2, 63:16, 64:8). The Lord God is also called “the Fear of Yitzchak™ in sefer Bereshit / Genesis
31:42 and 31:53 as it is translated as ““the God whom Yitzchak feared.” Fear is also paralleled in the Apos-
tolic Writings as a way to prevent carelessness in ones faith and as an incentive leading to repentance (see
Matthew 10:28, 2 Corinthians 5:11, 7:1, Philippians 2:12, Ephesians 5:21, and Hebrews 12:28-29). Based
on these Scriptures, fear can lead to anticipation of danger or as a reference to the reverence of God. There-
fore, according to the Scriptures, the fear of the Lord includes an overwhelming sense of glory, worth, and

beauty of the Lord God Almighty. It is also interesting that fear (77X7”) appears to be derived from the root
word X7 (see). Does the fear of the Lord come from a sense of seeing God’s power at work in the Scrip-
tures, in this world or in our lives? Should we fear the Lord God in the sense of being threatened by Him

Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry 17



for our sins or are we to regard Him in wonder and with respect? These are important questions because the
type of fear (-1¥7?) that we have will reflect upon how we walk in all His ways (1°227-722 N2%Y), love Him
(ANX 7127X7), and serve Him with all our heart (7227-222) and all our soul (7%/931-223).

Yeshua told us that unless one is born new having a spiritual rebirth one cannot see the kingdom of
God according to John 3:3 while he was talking to Nicodemus, saying “amein amein” (Apnyv dunv) “truly
truly” I say to you unless one is born from above (&vwBev) he is not able to behold the kingdom (Bact\eiav)
of God. The principle of “life from above” is revealed in God’s covenant and the process in which God
would bless His people. The covenant was to bring the people to God and to teach them to trust Him, to
delight in Him, and to be one with Him. Being born from above is God working in our lives to change us

from the inside out because of His great love for us. Because it is written 172 yn¢™% 72798 73-n& 72087

R TIN) 20 RIT 09 12-7p2771 ... love the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast
to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, ...”” The Lord loves His children as it is written in
Jeremiah 31:2 says 797 T°RWR 12-2¥ TRIR 0721V N2IXR) °7 A81 737 PInOn ““I love you with an ever-
lasting love and in chased (797, mercy/grace) | draw you to me.” According to Jeremiah, God the Father
draws us to Himself. Yeshua believed the Scriptures saying in John 6:44 o0d¢eig SOvatat ENOely Tpdg e v
un 6 matnp 6 mMépyag pe EAkOon avTdy, Kayw dvaotiow adToV €v Tf) €oxatn Nuépa. ‘NO one can come to
Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and | will raise him up on the last day. (NASB) God’s chased
(797, mercy) takes action, allowing us to come to our senses and turn from our sin and turn to Yeshua the
Messiah. Being born from above is an action of creation by the hand of God as it says in John 1:13 R? WX
217911 2977787 OR 9D 723 7O XY AR W1AT YO X1 2772 “not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the

will of man, but of God.” The Hebrew translation of the Greek says ‘Y7971 DOTORND” meaning “from God he
is born,” The reference here is to the Word of God (John 1:1) and of being born new. The Lord God makes

a place in our hearts through which He works His will in our lives. As a result, rather than fear (7X??) the
Lord in the sense of judgment, we fear the Lord to walk in His ways, and to seek Him for help. It is written

His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, ...”” Is this what David
meant when he tells us the Lord has rewarded him according to his righteousness and the cleanness of his
hands? Is this what is meant when Paul wrote to the believers in Thessalonica in 2 Thessalonians 1:7 and to
give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with
His mighty angels in flaming fire, 1:8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. (NASB) those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Yeshua the

Messiah? It says in the Hebrew text <192 ¥/ “to hear His voice” and the English translation says ““by

obeying His voice™ and “12-722773” “to be devoted in Him” and the English translation says ““by holding
fast to Him.” According to Paul, to know the Lord God Almighty is synonymous with obeying the gospel
of Yeshua in 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8. In the Torah portion (Parashat Re’eh) to hear His voice is synonymous
with obeying His voice. To be devoted to Him is synonymous with holding fast to Him. We hear the Word
of God and we believe by faith (Romans 10:17). We hold fast to the Word of God because He is the length
of our days, He gives us life. David describes the way of his live is being devoted to following God’s Torah

(His ways) and the Lord God Almighty turns back (2°%) to him because he seeks to walk righteously before
the Lord. Today, believing in Yeshua the Messiah, the Living Word of God (John 1:14), we are obeying the
Torah command for substitutionary atonement. But if our lives do not change to follow God in His ways,
are we really holding fast and being devoted to Him according to the gospel of Yeshua? If you listen and
obey you have the blessing of God, Scripture says so. If we do not listen and obey, there is nothing more
than the expectation of judgment on that great day of the Lord according to the book of Hebrews.
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Hebrews 10:26-31

10:26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 10:27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the
fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries. 10:28 Anyone who has set aside the Law
of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 10:29 How much
severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God,
and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has
insulted the Spirit of grace? 10:30 For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, | will
repay.” And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.” 10:31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into
the hands of the living God. (NASB)

26Exovoiwg yap apaptavovtov Nudv petd 1o AaPelv v éniyvwotv tig dAnbeiag, odkétt
mepl apapTi®v dnoleinetat Buoia, 27¢oPepa 8¢ Tig €kdoxn Kpioewg kai TVPoG (flog éoBietv
HéAovVTOG TOLG mevavTiovg. 2840etnoag TG vopov Mwidoéwg xwpls oikTippdv émi dvotv f
TpLoly pdptuoy dmobvijoket: 29ndow dokeite xeipovog dlwbnoetat Tipwpiag 6 TOV VIOV TOD
Oeod katamatioag, kai T aipa TG StabnKng koo ynodpevog év @ fytdodn, kai To Tvedpa
Tiig Xapttog évuPpioag; 300idapev yap tov eindvta, Epol xdiknoig, £yw dvtamoddow: kal
méAw, Kpivel kOplog tov Aaov avtod. 31poBepov 10 eumeoelv eig xeipag Oeod {dvTog.

Believing in Yeshua (the salvation of God) has always been coupled with listening and obeying the word of
the Lord. Outside of Yeshua, there is no salvation, no redemption, no deliverance from sin, there is nothing
left but the curse. If we willfully walk and live in sin, there is only the expectation of judgment. David said
in Tehillim / Psalms 18:23, :>13y7 pWR] Ay 2% "a8] 72 18:23 | was also blameless with Him, And
| kept myself from my iniquity. (NASB) He kept himself from “his iniquity.” Only with the Lord’s help,
and persevering to seek the kingdom of God, walking in His ways, and seeking Yeshua for help is victory
made possible. Scripture says in Devarim / Deuteronomy 30 to *“... love the Lord your God, by obeying His
voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, ...”” Truly, the Lord God
Almighty and Yeshua His Son are the length of our days. What an awesome God we serve! Let’s pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for helping us to understand that it is only by Your great salvation, Your Mercy, Your
Grace, and by Your enabling that we are able to stand before you! The Apostle Paul said that destruction
is reserved for those who do not know God and who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Yeshua. Help us
to understand what it means to “obey the gospel of Yeshua” and to live by the power of Your Spirit. Stand-
ing in You and in Your Son Yeshua we are made righteous and will not be moved. We thank you Lord for
sending us Your Son Yeshua who paid the covenant price for the forgiveness of our sins. We believe that in
Your Son Yeshua, we have a firm foundation, we are unmovable, and have the hope of eternal life. Help us
to trust in You Lord as we seek You and Your presence each day. We believe in the Righteous work Yeshua
did in His life and upon the cross to make atonement for our sins. Help us to live and dedicated our lives to
You, fill us with Your presence Lord and thank You for revealing these truths to our hearts. We praise Your
Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name [ pray! Amen!
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Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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