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For those who take Refuge at Your Right Hand

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 17:1-15, The Psalm begins saying 7177 7790 “A prayer
of David and he prays asking the Lord to hear his cry, to give ear to his prayer, and that his prayer is not done
so with deceitful lips (77277 *NW K22 N79N 71IRT NI A2WRT PIX | 77 7ynW). David calls for the
judgment of God to come forth from his presence and to examine him (17:2). He says that the Lord has test-
ed his heart, come to him by night, and found nothing, and that he has purposed his mouth to not transgress
(:°9-123°-52 "nial RYNA-22 210978 7772 PR | °2% MIN2 ). He says that based on the deeds of men, by
the word of Your lips, I have kept from the paths of the violent (17:4) suggests that he believes the Torah is
the word of God and that keeping God’s word has kept him from evil. 10123-22 7°Di23¥n2 WK Ta0 7
:onYH 17:5 My steps have held fast to Your paths. My feet have not slipped. (NASB) The Lord will answer
those who seek Him (17:7) and show His favor in His Salvation 2°»nipnnn 000 y2win 72700 0997 1
:93°1m°2 17:7 Wondrously show Your lovingkindness, O Savior of those who take refuge at Your right hand
From those who rise up against them. (NASB) The wicked are described as those who have and unfeeling
heart and speak in their pride (17:10), they surround the people of God and determine to cast God’s peo-
ple to the ground (17:11). The wicked are like a lion that is eager to tear and lurking int he hiding places
(17:12). David asks the Lord saying :52001 Y%7 W91 7098 3197 1910 7072 737 7P 3 17:13 Arise,
O Lord, confront him, bring him low; Deliver my soul from the wicked with Your sword (NASB) to deliver
him with His sword. What is David referring to when he asks to deliver him with the “Sword of God?” He
concludes his prayer psalm saying 920 [7339%7] 73°0%3 0°02 ophn 7200 oonnn i | 9 oonon 7
ANINN 7RI TYIPR T TION PTRI 0 :07Y7ivh 0N 1T 072 WY DIv3 17:14 From men
with Your hand, O Lord, From men of the world, whose portion is in this life, And whose belly You fill with
Your treasure; They are satisfied with children, And leave their abundance to their babes. 17:15 As for me,
I shall behold Your face in righteousness; | will be satisfied with Your likeness when | awake. (NASB) In
righteousness he will behold the face of God. What a great reason to live in righteousness before the Lord!
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The Psalm begins saying 7177 7790 “A prayer of David.” Only two times does a Psalm begin with
the words 7177 11990 “A prayer of David.” in Tehillim / Psalms 17 and 86. David prays asking the Lord to
hear his cry, to be attentive in listening (72°%p1) and give ear to his prayer, that his prayer is not done so
with deceitful (77977) lips (7272 *DIW X232 °N7ON APINT NI APWRT P7¥ | 797 7YRY). The Aramaic
text states "NND°0 K772 "MY¥Y JITIX VHXON MW NU¥R XPTE2 SN2 N0 770 229 7172 RM9E X

:X92°1 17:1 A prayer of David. Accept, O Lord, my entreaty; in righteousness hear my praise; you will
incline your ear to my prayer, since my lips are without guile. (EMC) and is in agreement with the Hebrew
text, and so is the Greek translation (LXX), David is honestly seeking the Lord in prayer for help, he is not
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trying to deceive the Lord into helping him over come his enemies.

Tehillim / Psalms 17

A Prayer of David. 17:1 Hear a just
cause, O Lord, give heed to my cry; Give
ear to my prayer, which is not from de-
ceitful lips. 17:2 Let my judgment come
forth from Your presence; Let Your eyes
look with equity. 17:3 You have tried my
heart; You have visited me by night; You
have tested me and You find nothing; I
have purposed that my mouth will not
transgress. 17:4 As for the deeds of men,
by the word of Your lips I have kept from
the paths of the violent. 17:5 My steps
have held fast to Your paths. My feet have
not slipped. 17:6 I have called upon You,
for You will answer me, O God; Incline
Your ear to me, hear my speech. 17:7
Wondrously show Your lovingkindness,
O Savior of those who take refuge at
Your right hand From those who rise up
against them. 17:8 Keep me as the ap-
ple of the eye; Hide me in the shadow of
Your wings 17:9 From the wicked who
despoil me, My deadly enemies who sur-
round me. 17:10 They have closed their
unfeeling heart, With their mouth they
speak proudly. 17:11 They have now sur-
rounded us in our steps; They set their
eyes to cast us down to the ground. 17:12
He is like a lion that is eager to tear, And
as a young lion lurking in hiding places.
17:13 Arise, O Lord, confront him, bring
him low; Deliver my soul from the wick-
ed with Your sword, 17:14 From men
with Your hand, O Lord, From men of
the world, whose portion is in this life,
And whose belly You fill with Your trea-
sure; They are satisfied with children,
And leave their abundance to their babes.
17:15 As for me, I shall behold Your face
in righteousness; I will be satisfied with
Your likeness when I awake. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 17

17:1 A prayer of David. Accept, O Lord, my
entreaty; in righteousness hear my praise;
you will incline your ear to my prayer,
since my lips are without guile. 17:2 From
your presence my judgment shall come
forth; your eyes will behold honesty. 17:3
You have tested my heart; you have visit-
ed me at night; you have purified me [and]
not found corruption. [If] I thought of evil,
it has not passed my mouth. 17:4 Truly
you have rebuked the deeds of the sons of
men by the word of your lips; I have kept
[myself from] the ways of audacity. 17:5
Support my steps in your path, lest my feet
be shaken. 17:6 I have called you because
you will receive my prayer, O God; incline
your ear, receive my prayer. 17:7 Display
your goodness, O redeemer of those who
hope; from those who rise up against them
by your right hand. 17:8 Guard me like the
circle that is in the middle of the eye; in
the shadow of your presence you will hide
me. 17:9 From the presence of the wick-
ed, those who harm me; my enemies, in the
desire of their soul, surround me. 17:10
Their wealth has increased, their fat covers
[them], their mouth has spoken arrogantly.
17:11 Our steps now have surrounded us;
their eyes are fixed to extend throughout
the land. 17:12 He resembles a lion who
yearns to tear, or a jungle-cat that dwells in
secret places. 17:13 Arise, O Lord, fore-
stall him, strike him down; deliver my soul
from the wicked man who deserves death
by your sword. 17:14 And the righteous
who hand over their souls on your account,
O Lord, to death in the land, their portion
is in eternal life, and their bellies will be
filled with your good store; children will be
satisfied, and they will leave their surplus
to their children. 17:15 I in truth will see
your countenance, I will be satisfied at the
time that I awake, from the glory of your
face. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 17

A prayer of David. 17:1 Hearken, O
Lord of my righteousness, attend to my
petition; give ear to my prayer not uttered
with deceitful lips. 17:2 Let my judgment
come forth from thy presence; let mine
eyes behold righteousness. 17:3 Thou has
proved mine heart; thou hast visited me
by night; thou hast tried me as with fire,
and unrighteousness has not been found in
me: [ am purposed that my mouth shall not
speak amiss. 17:4 As for the works of men,
by the words of thy lips I have guarded
myself from hard ways. 17:5 Direct my
steps in thy paths, that my steps slip not.
17:6 1 have cried, for thou heardest me, O
God: incline thine ear to me, and hearken
to my words. 17:7 Shew the marvels of thy
mercies, thou that savest them that hope
in thee. 17:8 Keep me as the apple of the
eye from those that resist thy right hand:
thou shalt screen me by the covering of thy
wings, 17:9 from the face of the ungodly
that have afflicted me: mine enemies have
compassed about my soul. 17:10 They
have enclosed themselves with their own
fat: their mouth has spoken pride. 17:11
They have now cast me out and compassed
me round about: they have set their eyes so
as to bow them down to the ground. 17:12
They laid wait for me as a lion ready for
prey, and like a lion’s whelp dwelling in
secret places. 17:13 Arise, O Lord, prevent
them, and cast them down: deliver my soul
from the ungodly: draw thy sword, 17:14
because of the enemies of thine hand: O
Lord, destroy them from the earth; scatter
them in their life, though their belly has
been filled with thy hidden treasures: they
have been satisfied with uncleanness, and
have left the remnant of their possessions
to their babes. 17:15 But I shall appear in
righteousness before thy face: I shall be
satisfied when thy glory appears. (LXX)

According to Tehillim / Psalms 17:2, David calls for the judgment of God to come forth from his
presence and to examine him (17:2). Based upon what David is saying here in Tehillim / Psalms 17:2, how
should we be living our lives knowing and expecting judgment to come from God? Will judgment come
from God now that we are in Yeshua the Messiah (Christ)? The Apostle Peter spoke extensively on the topic
of judgment in 2 Peter 3:7-18. Let’s read what the Apostle Peter has to say concerning judgment in 2 Peter.

2 Peter 3:7-18

3.7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your
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notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like
one day. 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 3:10 But the day
of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the
elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
3:11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to
be in holy conduct and godliness, 3:12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt
with intense heat! 3:13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a
new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 3:14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these
things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 3:15 and regard
the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to
the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 3:16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these
things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable dis-
tort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 3:17 You therefore,
beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the
error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 3:18 but grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to
the day of eternity. Amen. (NASB)
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In the Scriptures from 2 Peter 3, Peter said that the ““day of the Lord” will come like a thief meaning that
one does not know the time of arrival of the day. Peter asks the question “what sort of people ought we
to be in the knowledge that this world will be burned up? Since we are looking for a new heavens and
earth, we are to be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless, and blameless (3:14). Peter goes on to
say that the “untaught and unstable” distort the Scriptures to their own destruction (3:16). A parallel may
be drawn to the Psalms in Tehillim / Psalms 17 13220 7AY WX X :MIRA2 1127 7299 37309 nan o
7R3 nivy? Y 0y [339229] 17:10 They have closed their unfeeling heart, With their mouth they
speak proudly. 17:11 They have now surrounded us in our steps; They set their eyes to cast us down to the

4 Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 17 | 1> 2°2°7n 190 —

ground. (NASB) This parallels Tehillim / Psalms 17 when David calls for the judgment of God to come forth
from his presence (227 AIIIN TPV RYY VBWNH 701097 ). “The LORD our God is a consuming fire,
even a jealous God™ (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:24 and Hebrews 12:29). God uses His fire to purify and
cleanse the believer and also to bring devastating judgment upon the world (to the unrighteous, the wicked,
the ungodly). In 2 Peter 3 the great day of the Lord is accompanied by the consuming fire of God. Exam-
ples throughout all of Scripture may be found on the judgment that comes forth from His presence being
manifest as a consuming fire, for example, in Bereshit / Genesis 3:24, Adam and Chavah (Eve) were barred
from the tree of life by a flaming sword which turned about every way. In Bereshit/ Genesis 19:24, the Lord
rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah with brimstone and fire because of their sin. Their sin was so great that
God’s wrath was poured out upon that place “before” the great day of the Lord as indicated in 2 Peter 3. In
Egypt from the book of Exodus (9:24) the Lord rained down hail and fire mingled with hail, that if anyone
was caught out in the open they died. In Vayikra / Leviticus 10:1-2, Nadav and Avihu went before the Lord
with strange fire and there went fire from the Lord and consumed them. In Bamidbar / Numbers 16:35, the
men of Korach raised up against God’s anointed and against Moshe and they brought censors to burn in-
cense before the Lord and it says that Fire come forth from before the Lord and consumed them. In 1 Kings
1:10-12, Elijah prayed before the people and the prophets of Baal over the altar of God and fire come down
from heaven and consumed everything, including the altar and everything on it. In the Apostolic Writings,
Yeshua spoke very graphically of “Hell” (Gehenna) and a fire that will never be quenched (Mark 9:34). He
told parables of the rich man who died and was ““in torment in this flame™ (Luke 16:24). Yeshua also said
on the great day of the Lord, He will say “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). The Apostle Paul wrote that Yeshua would come ““in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God™ (2 Thessalonians 1:8). Jude mentioned, ““others save with
fear, pulling them out of the fire...”” (Jude 1:23). John wrote, ‘““and whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15). All of Scripture speaks of the “fire” of God
that results from His judgment which proceeds from His presence in the midst of sin. In Tehillim / Psalms

17, David calls for God’s judgment *N9W X232 °N9DN AIRT NI 7WRD PIY | 71 IYHAY TIT? 79OR N
DO AION TPV R WOWH PI09% 217 A Prayer of David. 17:1 Hear a just cause, O Lord, give
heed to my cry; Give ear to my prayer, which is not from deceitful lips. 17:2 Let my judgment come forth
from Your presence; Let Your eyes look with equity. (NASB) David requests for the Lord to let “his judg-

ment” (*02Y7) come forth “from his presence” (7°3997) without fear. The reason being, he has rested in the
Lord’s salvation. His prayer is made without deceitfulness and in truth. In Yeshua the Messiah, we have the
salvation of God and do not need to fear the judgment of the Lord or that great day when that time comes.
David goes on to say :*2-12¥°-72 *nnT R¥HA-22 109X 1207 ATPD | °272 P02 2 17:3 You have
tried my heart; You have visited me by night; You have tested me and You find nothing; | have purposed that
my mouth will not transgress. (NASB) The Lord has tested him and found nothing. The Aramaic Targum
states NI2Y XY RNW°2 XMW 2 NO2WR RNOW XDMOWR X7 °2 D172 RN1I0 R°9°72 95y RNIYOKR °22% RNI72 3

19 0 17:3 You have tested my heart; you have visited me at night; you have purified me [and] not found
corruption. [If] I thought of evil, it has not passed my mouth. (EMC) Interestingly, the rabbis translate
Tehillim / Psalms 17:3 to say that the Lord testing and finding nothing, is synonymous with the Lord testing
and “purifying” (n1n2) like one does to remove base-metals from silver during the refining process. David
purposed that his “mouth would not transgress’ or that if he had *““thought of evil, it has not passed his
mouth” meaning that he has not spoken evil. David has chosen to live his life based upon God’s Word, this
is antithetical to the ways or deeds of men whose paths are violence and pride (Tehillim / Psalms 17:4). He
believes the Torah is the word of God and remaining in God’s word has kept him from evil. The Apostle
Paul spoke of the way in which believers are to live their lives before God in 1 Thessalonians chapter 4.
Note that in 2 Peter, the Apostle Peter has made a reference to 1 Thessalonians 5 regarding the great *““day
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of the Lord” and of how we are supposed to live. In context, 1 Thessalonians 4, Paul speaks on how one is
to live in Christ the Messiah. Let’s read the text from the Apostolic Writings.

1 Thessalonians 4:1-18

4:1 Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us
instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel
still more. 4:2 For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.
4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorali-
ty; 4:4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 4:5 not in
lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 4:6 and that no man transgress and defraud
his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you
before and solemnly warned you. 4:7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in
sanctification. 4:8 So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit
to you. 4:9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you
yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 4:10 for indeed you do practice it toward all the
brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, 4:11 and to make
it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just
as we commanded you, 4:12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any
need. 4:13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that
you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 4:15 For this we say
to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will
not precede those who have fallen asleep. 4:16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. 4:17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 4:18 Therefore comfort one another
with these words. (NASB)
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nap’ NUOV 10 TG Oel VUag mepumateiv kai dpéokely Be®d, kabBwg kal mepimatelte, (va TeplocevNTE
paAlov. *oidate yap tivag mapayyeliag édwkapev DUy St Tod kvpiov Tnood. *todto yap éottv OéAnua
ToD Beod, O aylaopog LUV, anéxeobal VuAg ano TG mopveiag, ‘eidéval €kaoTov DUOV TO EavTod
okedog ktdoat v aylaopd kai Tipf, *un év mdbet Embupiag kabdamep kai T €0vn Té un €iddTal TOV
Bedv, o0 pn vmepPaivery kai TAeoVeKTEV €V T@ TTPAypaTt TOV AdeA@OV adToD, S1oTL EkdiKog KVPLOG
mept MAVTWY TOVTWY, KaBWG kai mpoeimapey LUV Kal Stepaptvpdpeda. 7ov yap €kdAeocev Huag O
0eog ént axaBapoia AN €v aylaoud. *totyapodv 0 dBetdv ovk &vBpwmov abetel dAAG TOV Bedv
Tov [kal] S1d6vTa 1o mvedpa avtod 1O dyov eig budc. “Tlept 8¢ Tig ehaderpiag o xpeiav €xete
ypapetv vUiv, avtol yap vuelg Oeodidaktol éoTe €ig TO ayanmdv dAARAovg: kai yap moteite avTo €ig
névtag Tovg adeh@ovg [Tovg] év OAn Tf Makedovia. mapakalodpev 8¢ VUGG, ddel@ol, meplooevey
paAAov, kai @hotipeioBat fovxaletv kai mpdooety ta idta kat ¢pydlecBot taig [idiaug] xepotv dpdv,
kaBwg vuiv mapnyyeilapey, iva mepimatite eDOXNUOVWG TTPOG TOVG E§w Kal Pndevog xpeiav Exnre.
BOv 0éhopev 8¢ vUAG dyvoely, adehgoi, ept TOV Kolpwpévwy, (va un AvmijoBe kabwg kai oi Aotrot
ol un €xovteg éAmida. el yap motevopev 61t Incodg dnébavev kai avéotn, ovtwg kai 6 Bedg Tovg
kotun0évtag St tod Tnood &&et ovv adt@. *Todto yap vUiv Aéyouev év Adyw kvpiov, &Tt fpEig oi
{@vteg ol meplembpevol gig TV mapovasiav tod kvpiov ob pun eBdcwpev Tovg koundévtag: éTL
avTOG 0 KUPLOG €V keAevopaty, £v wVij apxayyélov kai v odAmyytL Oeod, katafrnoetal & ovpavo,
Kai oi vekpol €v Xplot@® dvaotioovtat mp@tov, Emerta feig ol {@vteg ol mepthetmdpevol dua ovv
avTtoig apraynodueda v vepélaig eig Amdvtnoty Tod kupiov &g dépa: kal 00TwWG TEVTOTE GVV KLpiw
¢ooueba. *Qote mapakaleite A ovg €v Toig AdyoLg TOOTOLG.

The Apostle Paul begins speaking on “how one ought to walk and please God” and states that is what you
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do but that you are to excel still more in your walk before the Lord. The will of God Paul states is our
sanctification, *todto yap €0ty BéAnpa tod Beod, 6 aylaopog VLDV, anéxeoBat DG ano Thg mopveiag, 4:3
For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; the most
important aspect of our sanctification is to abstain from sexual immorality. Notice how this is something
that we do, this is known in Judaism as “Shomer Mitzvah Shomer Nafsho” taken from Mishley / Proverbs
19:16 (:[N1?] N 17277 712 WOl W mXn MY 10 19:16 He that keepeth the commandment keep-
eth his own soul; but he that despiseth his ways shall die. KJV). Here, the Jewish thinking on the mitzvot
(commandments) is that the mitzvot are not burdensome things but rather opportunities to express gratitude
to God for the gift of life. The one who keeps or observes (shomer) the commandment of the Lord guards
his own life, for the keeping of the commandment aligns the soul (nefesh) with life. On the other hand, the

one who despises his ways will die. The word translated as “despise” comes from the word Bozah (77712),
a verb that means to accord little worth to something. The one who is heedless of his ways or otherwise
unconcerned about the high calling of obedience aligns the soul with error and the end thereof is death
(Mishley / Proverbs 14:12). In summary, we have a duty to care about our lives, being “Shomer Mitzvah”
is a form of wakefulness, where we consciously attend to our actions in light of God’s expressed will for
our lives. This is what the Apostle Paul was saying here in 1 Thessalonians 4, the will of God is that we
abstain from sexual immorality. So the question that presents itself from this discussion is “can we live
lives that are not Shomer Mitzvah and remained saved in the Messiah?” How about rephrasing the ques-
tion of whether one can live a sexually immoral life and how that affects our salvation? (see 1 Corinthians
6:9). The will of God, throughout the Scriptures, for believers concerning proper sexual behavior is very
clear, namely, that we are to abstain from sexual immorality. The Apostle Paul’s previous exhortation was
that the Thessalonians are to strive to excel more (4:1-2). From this text, Paul appears to know his readers
desired to do God’s will, but he also realized they needed to know more specifically what that will encom-
passes. The culture of Thessalonica was a permissive culture and the prevailing religion of the region was
in homosexual and heterosexual immorality (temple worship with prostitutes). Paul considered abstention
from sexual immorality to be the first priority in the Thessalonians’ devotion to God by sanctifying their
bodies for Him. Every imaginable sexual vice was rampant in and around Thessalonica; therefore, Paul was
especially concerned that the Thessalonians could easily fall back into their former way of life. So he gave
them the direct, uncomplicated command to abstain from sexual immorality (1 Thessalonians 4:3). Abstain
means that one must withdraw (separate, isolate) one’s self away from any thought or behavior that vio-
lates the principles of God’s Word and results in any act of sexual sin. In the Greek text, sexual immorality
(mopveiag, porneias) is a term used to describe any form of illicit sexual behavior (see John 8:41, Acts 15:20,
29, 21:25, 1 Corinthians 5:1, 6:13, 18, 2 Corinthians 12:21, Galatians 5:19, Ephesians 5:3, Colossians
3:5, Revelation 2:21, 9:21). Any sexual activity that deviates from the monogamous relationship between
a husband and a wife is immoral by God’s standard (according to the Torah). The Lord blesses the sexual
relationship in marriage, “Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be unde-
filed”” (Hebrews 13:4), and the Lord is not pleased with sexual activity outside of marriage, the Scriptures
say ““for fornicators and adulterers God will judge” (Hebrews 13:4, Romans 1:24-32, 2:2). Paul’s teaching
on the subject of sexual morality extends beyond the physical acts of immorality, as his later teachings to the
Ephesians and the Colossians illustrate “But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named
among you, as is proper among saints.”” (Ephesians 5:3) ““For you have died and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire,
and greed, which amounts to idolatry.”” (Colossians 3:3, 5)

In 1 Thessalonians 4:7, Paul said 700 yap ékdleoev uag 6 0edg emi axabapoia AAN év aylaoud. 4:7
For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. (NASB) In these passages, the
Greek word used is axaBapoia meaning ““1) uncleanness 1a) physical 1b) in a moral sense: the impurity
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of lustful, luxurious, profligate living 1b1) of impure motives.” In the Hebrew translation of the Apostolic

writings, the word XMV meaning “ritual uncleanness, defiled” and the word used for sanctification in the
Greek text is ayiaopdg meaning ““1) consecration, purification 2) the effect of consecration 2a) sancti-
fication of heart and life.”” In Ephesians, Colossians, and Thessalonians, the same word for impurity and
consecration is used whose meaning extends beyond acts of sexual sin to include how we live, what we do
(our actions, what we place into our bodies, i.e. like for example what we eat), and our thought life (unclean
thoughts), etc. The teaching of Paul falls in line with Yeshua’s teaching on sexual sin when he said “You
have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; but | say to you that everyone who looks at a
woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:27-28, 15:19,
Mark 7:21-22). Paul also said ““Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take
away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! Or do you not know
that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, The two shall become one
flesh.” But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee immorality. Every other sin that
a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. Or do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your
own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.”” (1 Corinthians 6:15-20)
The important point concerning Tehillim / Psalms 17, examining these Scriptures from the Apostolic writ-
ings, and what we read in the Aramaic Targum XNTOWR X7 °9 NIN2 RN1I0 X772 %Y RNIYOR %227 KNI 3

2719 N0 N2V XY RNWS2 RMIW2 N°awn XN°nw 17:3 You have tested my heart; you have visited me at night;
you have purified me [and] not found corruption. [If] I thought of evil, it has not passed my mouth. (EMC)
David states that God had visited him at night, and he has purified him and not found corruption. The Lord
God Almighty has made him pure. Today we are sanctified in Yeshua, but we are also called to live sancti-
fied lives before God. This may be illustrated in the following way:

The Lord God Almighty

Our Father in Heaven

(John 8:42) V
Yeshua the Messiah

In Christ we are made Holy, -8
Sanctified, and Righteous 9
before God 9
ke
(John 15:26) Y g
The Holy Spirit v
We are convicted of Sin by f
A the Holy Spirit
'S (Ruach HaKodesh)
E
3
=
°
I3 Man Y
=
-

Earthly lives, walking in Righteousness
Justice, and Holiness before God.

According to the Scriptures, the Lord God Almighty (Our Father in Heaven), sent His Son Yeshua (the Word
of God) to make atonement and bring peace between man and God. In Yeshua, because of what He has
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done, we are made holy, we are sanctified, and we are made righteous before God. Yeshua, upon his return
to Heaven, sends the Holy Spirit to dwell in each of us, and we are convicted of sin by the holy spirit and this
is because of the holiness and righteousness of God. As a result of this, we live our lives in righteousness,
justice, and holiness before God here on earth, both physically and spiritually. The Word of God confirms
this in our lives. This is the process through which God the Father works, through His Son, through the
Holy Spirit, in our lives. Shomer Mitzvah occurs (we establish the Torah, see Romans 3:31) because the
Lord dwells within us. We do not obey God, observe the mitzvot (Shomer Mitzvah), in order to reach back
to heaven, to add merit to our salvation, our salvation is established in Yeshua the Messiah. The question
then is if we are not living in righteousness, holiness, and justice in this life, if our lives are dominated
by sin, then does such a person have a relationship with God through His Son and by the Holy Spirit that
dwells within? If righteousness, holiness, and obeying God is not going on here and now in your life, then
your relationship with God needs to be re-examined! David said in Tehillim / Psalms 17:5, WX 720 7
NYD MWINI-22 7°ni93Yna 17:5 My steps have held fast to Your paths. My feet have not slipped. (NASB)
Our feet will hold fast and not slip when we take the appropriate steps to walk away from sin and with the
help of the Lord God Almighty by the power of the Holy Spirit because of Yeshua the Messiah! Looking at
the illustration, we have a vertical relationship with our Father in Heaven because of the Son. If our lives do
not measure up horizontally on this earth, then there must be a problem somewhere in the vertical direction,
and the problem is not on God’s end but on ours. This is related to the passages from the Apostolic Writings
and from the Psalm and the Torah text. In the Apostolic Writings we learn the Greek word used of physical
uncleanness is akaBapoia (akatharsia) and for impurity is aylaopdg (agiasmos). aylaopog (agiasmos) is
translated in Hebrew as XMV (tameh) a reference to ““ritual uncleanness or defilement.”” Our bodies being
the dwelling place of God, the Temple of the Holy Spirit, how important is ritual purity today? Have we
lost the meaning of purity for our lives because of our culture or because of tradition? With regard to God’s

word, it is interesting that the prophet Samuel said in 1 Samuel 15:22, ni5v2 737°7 yOmT 2R R 20

PR 2771 W, 230 naps YW 3 A3 23P2 YW 0°1213 15:22 Samuel said, ‘Has the Lord as much
delight in burnt offerlngs and sacrifices As in obeylng the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. (NASB) To obey is better than sacrifice and to heed God’s Word
is better than the fat of rams. How far should we go to obey God’s Word?

We read throughout the Scriptures that God is a merciful God and shortly following the settlement of
the Promised Land in the book of Judges, the people were not following the commandments of God. They
lived according to what they thought was right in their own eyes. They did not sacrifice in Shiloh at the
Tabernacle like they were supposed to. They were serving the Baals and the Asherim and forsook the Lord
God of their fathers. David said in Tehillim / Psalms 17:7, the Lord will answer those who seek Him and
show His favor in His Salvation :73°2°2 D nipnnn 0o0in ¥owin 7°701 17790 1 17:7 Wondrously show
Your lovingkindness, O Savior of those who take refuge at Your right hand From those who rise up against
them. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states 2P 181 72 1772 Y79 232107 PR 10 JNNDT TN WD 7

17391°7 RTR2 179V 17:7 Display your goodness, O redeemer of those who hope; from those who rise up
against them by your right hand. (EMC) The Septuagint states 17:7 Qavpdotwoov té éAén cov 6 o@lwv
TovG éAmtiCovTag €mi 0¢ ¢k TOV dvBeotnkoTwy T 6e&1d cov 17:7 Shew the marvels of thy mercies, thou that
savest them that hope in thee. (LXX) In Devarim / Deuteronomy 7:7-8 Moshe said “The Lord did not set His
love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least
of all peoples; but because the Lord loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your
fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage,
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”” The Apostolic Writings we read the apostles commentary on the
salvation of God for those who seek Him in the book of Hebrews that states ““For if the blood of bulls and
goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much
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more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those
who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.” (Hebrews 9:13-15) and Paul wrote in
Romans 8:1-9 saying “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do
not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in that it was weak through
the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned
sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according
to the flesh [fallen human nature] but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For
to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the
flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.”” These Scriptures describe the mercy
of God for sending the Messiah to save us from our sins. Isaiah said in Isaiah 44:9-20 that those who make
idols do not understand, the man who does so has shut his eyes so he cannot see. David says that the wicked
are those who have and unfeeling heart and speak in their pride (17:10), they surround the people of God
and determine to cast God’s people to the ground (17:11). The wicked are like a lion that is eager to tear and
lurking int he hiding places (17:12). The wicked willfully shut their own eyes and harden their hearts and
pridefully attack the innocent. David asks the Lord to deliver his soul from the enemy, 072 M7 7RI X
S0 YW WO NYPD YOI 17310 17:13 Arise, O Lord, confront him, bring him low; Deliver my soul
from the wicked with Your sword (NASB) to deliver him with His sword. What is David referring to when he
asks to deliver him with the “Sword of God?” Studying the Scriptures, the Word of God is described from
the following two verses:

Tehillim / Psalms 119:105
Nn2°n3% 7IR) 7727 °%377-71 7P 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my
path. (NASB)

John 17:17
Yaylacov adtovg év T dAnBeia: 0 Adyog 6 00¢ dAnBeid éotwv. 17:17 “Sanctify them in the
truth; Your word is truth. (NASB)

God’s Word is truth, a light and a lamp for our feet and to see the path with which to walk. We can have
confidence that God’s words are accurate, true and unerring. When followed, they guide us without fail in
the paths that we need to walk. Scripture also tells us that we can be destroyed by lack of the knowledge of
God and His ways (Hosea 4:6), but we will be blessed if we hear and keep the Word of God (Luke 11:28)
similar to Samuel’s words that obedience is better than sacrifice. We read in Hebrews 4 *Zav yap 6 Adyog
100 Oe0d kal évepyn|¢ kal TOpDTEPOG OTIEP TAOAV Hdxatpay dioTopov kai SlikvoOpevog &xpt Heptopod Yyuxig
Kal TTVEVHATOG, APU@V TE Kal HUEA@V, Kal KpLTikog évOupunoewy kai évvoldv kapdiag: 4:12 For the word of
God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul
and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. (NASB)
Keeping Hebrews 4:12 in mind, while studying the five books of Moshe (Torah) it is interesting that there
are dual aspects to the Torah. According to the Scriptures, it can give life and it can destroy life. The word
“Torah” means “instructions” this is where we obtain the origin of sin being disobedience to God’s Word. 1
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John 3:4 states that sin is lawlessness. In Greek, the word for lawlessness is anomia (&vopiav). Nomos is
the Greek word for the Hebrew word “Torah” and means “law.” Lawlessness is being without the law, so sin
is defined as anything that does not follow the instructions of the law. Romans 3:23 states *ta yap oywvia
Tiig apaptiag 0dvatog, 10 8¢ xdptopa Tod Beod (wny aiwviog év Xptot® Tnood 1@ kvpiw Hudv. 6:23 For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (NASB), all fall short
of God’s perfect righteousness. Try as we might, we cannot keep the instructions of the Torah perfectly at
all times. As a result, the law stands in opposition to us. When we fail to keep the Torah, we are in a state
of sin and the wages of sin is death according to Romans 6:23. This is the Torah’s aspect of condemnation.
The Lord God Almighty however does not leave us in a state of condemnation. He brings us eternal life by
directing us to the Messiah (Galatians 3:24). The Torah does not give eternal life, but it leads us, directs us
to our Savior. Once we are saved, our obedience to the commands of the Torah shows our love for God (see
1 John 5:3) and stores up rewards in heaven (Matthew 5:19). This is the aspect of the law that gives life, it
leads us to the Messiah and then gives us a quality of life, a way of life for a holy people who are saved in
the Messiah. This is how a life that has been redeemed, that has been saved, lives in obedience to the Word
of the Lord. This dual aspect of the Torah, of life and of death, is paralleled to the double-edged sword.
The Word of God judges the thoughts and attitudes of our hearts (Hebrews 4:12). If we are in Messiah, we
are safe from the condemnation of the Torah and free to walk in the way of God for quality of life, love for
God, and blessings in this world and the world to come. The all-powerful sword of the living God is able
to cut through every defense our enemy can raise down to the very division of bone and marrow as it says
in Hebrews 4:12. When wielded by a servant of God, nothing can withstand its ability to cut straight to the
core of a matter and uncover the truth. That means we must submit our lives to God and to His Word. Allow
God’s word to work upon our heart and our spirit. As the people of God, it is our responsibility to use His
Word to discern the truth and to follow the truth. Therefore, God’s Word therefore shows us things that are
wrong in our lives (2 Corinthians 10:4-5). Thus, the sword that David is referring to in Tehillim / Psalms
17:13 19200 YWIR W1 098 YOIT 11D AnTR A3 AP 3 17:13 Arise, O Lord, confront him, bring
him low; Deliver my soul from the wicked with Your sword (NASB) is the Word of God.
David concludes his prayer in Tehillim / Psalms 17 saying 270 7200 2°00n 717 | 972 2°0nn 7

Y PIR AYIWR T30 AION PTER I 10 0ihivy om aman) 0012 WY 03va Xoun [7399%3] 737091 o2
13020 17:14 From men with Your hand, O Lord, From men of the world, whose portion is in this life, And
whose belly You fill with Your treasure; They are satisfied with children, And leave their abundance to their
babes. 17:15 As for me, I shall behold Your face in righteousness; I will be satisfied with Your likeness when

| awake. (NASB) In Tehillim / Psalms 11 David said :12°319 317 W 278 NIPT7X 710 2°78-"3 7 11:7 For

the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness; The upright will behold His face. (NASB) The judgment of
the wicked comes because of the righteousness and justice of God. If we live our lives according to God’s
ways, according to the Scriptures, if we do good to those who persecute us and pray for those who do evil
to us, then we are truly the sons of our Father in Heaven. If we leave judgment and punishment to the Lord,
then our hope is truly and wholly give to Him who is able to deliver us from all troubles, our hope is truly
in Yeshua God’s Messiah, and our lives are truly changed purely for the glory of God. Let’s pray!

Christian Commentary

The International Critical Commentary on the Psalms (ICCP), Driver, Plummer, and Briggs, 2005,
states that Tehillim / Psalms 17 is a prayer for diving interposition in behalf of the righteous (17:1-2). The
psalmist requests to be tested by God in mind and conducted and he has been approved (17:3-4). He has
kept God’s divine ways and avoided wicked deeds (17:4-5). He invokes God with confidence (17:6) and
he prays again that his Savior may show kindness and keep him as the pupil of the eye (17:6-8), that he
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may be sheltered from his greedy and arrogant enemies (17:8-10), those who surround him to prey upon
him (16:11-12). He again asks God to intervene between him and his enemies and provide deliverance by
slaying the wicked (17:13-14). The penalty of the wicked may be visited on them to the third generation,
but that he himself may enjoy the divine presence (17:14-15). It is believed this psalm is rightly termed a

17790, a prayer. The commentators Driver, Plummer, and Briggs believe this is “probably” original since
the editor of the psalm of any subsequent editor should have singled out this Psalm as a prayer rather than a
multitude of others. This psalm resembles Tehillim / Psalms 16 in words and phrases.

1. e, 17:8 = 16:1

2. Communion with God at night, 17:3 = 16:7

3. The use of ?X in prayer, 17:6 = 16:1

4. The verb 74N, 17:5 =10:5

5. The reference to the hand of God as protecting and defending, 17:7, 14 = 16:8

6. The contrasted portions of the poet and the wicked, 17:14-15 = 16:2-6

7. The longing for the divine presence, 17:15 = 16:11 is the same as that of 49:2, cf. Isaiah 38:11,
although the phrase of the latter and the conception are different.

8. There is a reference to the use of 0°19 and 771720 of God, 17:15 to Bamidbar / Numbers 12:8.

The commentators state that the conception of truthfulness (17:1) and the testing the mind (17:3) show
the higher ethical conception of the Persian period. They state proof of this saying the phrase 7017 ;7797

(showing of grace) 17:7 = 4:4, 7°912 9¥2 verse 17:8 = 36:8 57:2 63:8, cf. 61:5 91:4 which are all post-exile
Psalms, that these references imply the existence of the temple and probably the cherubic throne. The pupil
of the eye 17:8 = Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:10. The commentators conclude that this psalm must belong
to the Persian period subsequent to the restoration and prior to the reform of Ezra, a time of greater peril than
that of Tehillim / Psalms 16, and later than Zerubabel. The Psalm was originally the prayer of an individual.
Editors have generalized and made it into a congregational prayer.

The lips of the psalter which utter the prayer are sincere, entirely truthful. He desires to see a vis-
ible manifestation from God that He has vindicated him. Tehillim / Psalms 17:3 indicates that he has had
a personal divine visitation. YHVH has not remained far off on His throne in Heaven, but has come down
in spiritual presence to the bed of the psalmist. There is no evil in the mind after the most searching exam-
ination. The phrase “My mouth transgresses not” is to show a separation between the mind and the deeds
of man, external actions, supplements the previous clause and is still connected with the test by night. It
most likely refers to secret utterances, rather than words spoken publicly to other persons. The intent of the
psalmist was that his deeds should be according to the world which come forth from the lips of God. Having
set forth the righteousness of his mind, as attested to by divine inspection, he now turns to a justification of
his conduct. In Tehillim / Psalms 17:4-6, the psalmist is saying antithetically, making a contrast between
the deeds of those who commit robbery or murder or both, whereas regarding his deeds “My steps hold fast
to Your tracks,” those prescribed by God in the Deuteronomic laws. The context suggests the complement
of the previous clause, the steps hold fast on the positive side and do not slip from the divine tracks on the
other. The Scriptures say that the right hand of God is often the instrument of judgment and blessing, but
also the place of safety as in 16:8 and 11. The similarity of Tehillim / Psalm 16 to 17 indicate that the right
hand of God has the same meaning here. Tehillim / Psalms 17:11-12 describe the actions of the enemies.
We have the enemy purposed to encamp in the land and so to besiege the people, a very natural and appro-
priate progression in the activity of the enemy. “To cast down to the earth” show the acts of the violence of
the besieging army ravaging for prey, seizing it with violence, and abusing it without pity.
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Rabbinic Commentary

The rabbinic commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 17 has 14 parts. Reading through this
week’s Midrash we will be looking at Parts 1, 3, 5, and 14. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chap-
ter 17 Parts 1, 3, 5, and 14.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 17, Parts 1, 3, 5, and 14

Part 1:

« The Midrash, part 1, opens with the 2>1in77 11277 (Dibur Hamathil) “A prayer of David. Hear the
right, O Lord, attend unto me cry (Tehillim / Psalms 17:1).”

* The XNN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says ““The words are to be read in
the light of the verse “the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord (Mishley / Proverbs
15:8)"

« The ?Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°N9 (Petihta), the rabbis speak of Balak
and Balaam to explain the sacrifices of the wicked.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
what it is about the sacrifice of the wicked that the Lord does not like.

» The Concluding phrase says “Wherein do | take delight? In prayer, as the verse goes on to say, The
prayer of the upright is His delight (Mishley / Proverbs 15:8).”

Part 3:
« The Midrash, part 3, opens with the 2°>11n777 112°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “Another comment, The words
Let my judgment come forth from Your presence (Tehillim /Psalms 17:2)...”
* The XN°ND (Petihta) ““the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “David spoke to the Holy
One blessed be He, there is no one but You who can pardon sin.”
« The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNf°ND (Petihta), the rabbis provide para-
bles to help understand why the Lord God Almighty is the only one who can pardon sin.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
the forgiveness of sins and the Lord God who is able to do so.

* The Concluding phrase says ““David said to the Holy One blessed be He, Master of the universe,
since there is no one other than You, who can pardon, Let my judgment come forth from Your pres-
ence.”

Part S:
« The Midrash, part 5, opens with the 2>1in77 1277 (Dibur Hamathil) “Another comment on Let my
judgment come forth from Your presence.”
» The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction’ to the Midrash the rabbis draw a parallel of judg-
ment coming from the presence of God to the Sanhedrin.

« The Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the parables given by the
rabbis look at judgment of God and deeds of loving kindness that provide merit with regard to the
judgment of God.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
the gifts one gives to God, honoring the Lord, and appearing before the Lord in the appointed times.
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* The Concluding phrase says ““ Finally, by pleasures in In Your right hand there are pleasures, David
was referring to this world; and by for evermore he was referring to the world to come.”

Part 14:

 The Midrash, part 14, opens with the 2°mnNn7 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “In another comment the
words are read, As for me, | will behold Your presence in loving-kindness, Come and see how great
is the strength of loving-kindness!”

* The Xnr°nD (Petihta) ““the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “Merely because of the one
small coin a man gives to the poor, he gets the right to behold the face of the Shekinah.”

+ The ?wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis provide exam-
ples of beholding the manifest presence of God.

« The SWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”” expands upon the 221 (mashal), the rabbis discuss
how it can be that David beheld the presence of the Lord God Almighty.

* The Concluding phrase says ““Because the wicked live in prosperity in this world, even though they
deny the Holy One blessed be He, and vex Him, and because the righteous suffer in this world, even
though they are willing to die for the hallowing of the name of their Creator, therefore David said,
I will not be of those who vex You, but of those who labor in the Torah of which it is written Justice,
justice, will you follow (Devarim / Deuteronomy 16:20). Hence David said, As for me, | will behold
Your presence in justice.”

Midrash Tehillim Part 1 opens (?°110757 712°7, Dibur Hamathil) on the verse “A prayer of David.
Hear the righteous, O Lord, attend unto me cry (Tehillim / Psalms 17:1).” The Midrash then states 77590 X
(110 °5wn) [71 N2vIn] (72avIN) YW [T N7 MKW AT .PIR 77 VAW T2 where rabbis say that this
verse of David calling out to God to hear the righteous is to be read in light of a verse from Proverbs that
speak on the sacrifice of the wicked being an abomination to the Lord. Why is the sacrifice of the wicked an
abomination to the Lord? David prays asking the Lord to hear his cry, to be attentive in listening (72°%p1)
and give ear to his prayer, that his prayer is not done so with deceitful (7727%) lips (72°WR3 P | 717 7ynw
T oW X932 Y9N A1TRT °NI7). The Aramaic text states XPTX2 *NY2A SNV 7070 720 7172 RMPE X
JXD2°1 °N119°0 K272 °NIPXY TITIN O9¥ON MW NP¥KR 17:1 A prayer of David. Accept, O Lord, my entreaty;
in righteousness hear my praise; you will incline your ear to my prayer, since my lips are without guile.
(EMC) and is in agreement with the Hebrew text. David said that in his righteous acts asking the Lord to
hear his prayer. Prayer can be a form of worship and praise. Throughout Scripture, especially in the Psalms,
prayer is used as a form of worship and praise. How does God regard our worship today? Looking closely
at Mishley / Proverbs 15:8, the Scripture says :113¥7 0% n99n31 737> N2yin 0¥y nap 1 15:8 The
sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But the prayer of the upright is His delight. (NASB)
Notice how we gain some insight from the verse in Mishley / Proverbs 15:8, sacrificing and prayer are given
as two examples of acts of worship. Note that the Hebrew text translates literally as “the sacrifice of the
wicked is an abomination to the Lord and prayer of the upright is His will!”” The sacrifice of the wicked is
an “abomination” (N2Y1M) and the prayer of the righteous is His “Will” (11%7). The wicked person is “He
who turns away his ear from listening to the law, Even his prayer is an abomination.”” (Mishley / Proverbs
28:9, :12vin in9on-03 773 Yawn 3318 07 V) This kind of person does not have a heart for the Lord,
note that this is not someone who is specifically a “criminal” by earthly standards, but that it is someone who
does not have a heart for the Lord. Accordingly there is no surprise that the Scripture in Mishley / Proverbs
28:9 goes on to say that his prayer is an abomination (772¥3P). In Isaiah’s time, the Lord described Israel’s
worship saying “This people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but have
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removed their heart far from me” (Isaiah 29:13, *31723 1°N9W2I 192 717 QYT W1 °3 V2 17X MR X
SITRPN DOWIR NIXK DR QDR M 217 P07 127)). The outward appearance of worship was present, but
their hearts were not; they were insincere in coming before God and therefore He would not accept it. In
the unrighteous person, God is not glorified in anything he does. The KJV states that even the “plowing

of the wicked, is sin.” (Mishley / Proverbs 21:4). The Hebrew text states DY 93 2%-2071 2Oy 010 7

:NRYT using the word 71 meaning lamp or light, so the light of the wicked, their deeds, are sin. That thing
that shines forth from the wicked (their light) is nothing but sin. The point is that wicked in their work,
teaching, building, all that they do is done without regard to God’s glory and without a sense of dependence
upon Him. Those who do not acknowledge their sin, will therefore not look to the Lord God Almighty and
His Messiah for salvation. In the midrash the rabbis speak of Balak and Bilaam (Balaam, Q¥732) to explain
the sacrifices of the wicked and how the Lord did not respond to their request that was made in the blood
of bulls. Their request is made deceitfully for the purpose of harming God’s people. On the other hand,
David could in all honesty pray and seek the Lord because his prayer is not done so with deceitful (-7277)
lips (7% °NHW K22 °N9ON NOTRT NI A1WRD PIY | M YY) or a deceitful heart. The Lord delights
in the prayer of the upright. The Midrash concludes stating “Wherein do | take delight? In prayer, as the
verse goes on to say, The prayer of the upright is His delight (Mishley / Proverbs 15:8).”” The Lord desires
to take care of His people, but we must seek Him for our help. Scripture says in 2 Chronicles 7:14-15, 7°
M2OR) DORWI-1 VAWK 21X DOV D77 12U 019 W20 1955907 DLy NY-RIP1 WK Ry I
;777 0iPRa N9ONY NIAYR SR NINND P OPY AAY 10 0YIR-NY REIN) ONKRYAY? 7:14 and My people
who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways,
then 1 will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 7:15 ‘Now My eyes will be open
and My ears attentive to the prayer offered in this place. (NASB) What an awesome call and pleading from
the Lord for His people to humble themselves, pray, seek His face, and turn for their wicked ways.
Midrash Tehillim 17, Part 3 opens on Tehillim / Psalms 17:2 *“*Another comment, The words Let
my judgment come forth from Your presence.” The XNr°ND (Petihta, “the homiletic introduction” to the
Midrash) says “David spoke to the Holy One blessed be He, there is no one but You who can pardon sin.”

The rabbis say that only God (The Holy One blessed be He) is able to pardon sin (7R 717277 %197 717 0K
KX S0OWN 71097 250D 72907 ,ANR XX NINY 2I1nY 912° T1IX) and therefore it is written to let judgment

come forth from the Lord. We then read that Rabbi Levi taught on the judgment that comes forth from the
Lord and the angel (messenger) of the Lord, let’s read this section of the midrash.

Midrash Tehillim 17, Part 3

Rabbi Levi taught, When the Holy One blessed be He, sent an angel to the children of Israel to go
before them, what did He say? Behold, | send an angel before you (Shemot / Exodus 23:20), and then
added, Take heed of him, and harken unto his voice; be not rebellious against him; for he will not par-
don your transgressions; for My name is in him (Shemot / Exodus 23:21). According to Rabbi Levi,
what can My name is in him mean but that every courier angel of the Holy One blessed be He, bears
a kind of seal graven in his heart. Thus Scripture, in saying The chariots of God thousands of angels;
the Lord is among them (Tehillim / Psalms 68:18), implies that the name of the Holy One blessed be
He, is a part of the name of each angel, as in the names of Michael, Gabriel, Uriel, Raphael.

A2 21X 7737 ,2W 2°N2 732 ,07°197 77°0 PROWT IRYA 772p0 Ahww avwa MY M R
nnY aw aw) [127p2 °nw 03, A] PIDn 0w ,a°N2 22001 ,(2 30 Mw) 7197 RN
112 ,0%K97 DWW 127 DY PRIPR 7R YW 11220 ,120P2 2R 00 an R Y nR (XD A7
Mo 0°%7N) WP2a °1°0 D2 77 INIW PHIXR 2°N127 09X 207 2°NDT RIT KT ,0IDIVOR
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Here rabbi Levi says that the Lord sends an angel to the children of Israel to go before them referencing
Shemot / Exodus 23:20, and states that you are to take heed of him and to listen to his voice, and do not be
rebellious because he will not pardon your transgressions because the Name of the Lord is in him (Shemot
/ Exodus 23:21). It is interesting that according to the Scriptures, and the rabbis statements here in the
midrash, the angel the Lord sends forth before the people is not as forgiving as the Lord God Almighty Him-
self. The reason that is given is that the angel bears the seal of God upon his heart, and the rabbis state that

this is why the word God (X) is in the name of each of His angels Michael, Gabriel, Uriel, Raphael (,7R82°72

DRDT,OROIIN ,9R2123). The interesting point is that the angels of heaven do not have the power to forgive
sins, only God Himself. This is interesting because in the Apostolic Writings, Yeshua says that ““the Son of
Man™ also has the authority on earth to forgive sins. This is different from the angels and suggests for us
that the Messiah would come as someone more than simply a messenger of God. This is stated in three of
the gospels:

Matthew 9:6 ““But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to for-
give sins ““-- then He said to the paralytic, “Get up, pick up your bed and go home.” (NASB)
Stva 8¢ €idnte 6T €§ovaiav €xet 6 VIOG TOD AvBpwTOL £l TG YAG dpLévar apaptiog TOTE Aéyel
@ Tapalvtik®, EyepOeig dpov cov thv kAivny kai Vrtaye gig TOV oikov cov.

Mark 2:12 “But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to for-
give sins “-- He said to the paralytic, (NASB) “iva 8¢ €idfjte 611 é§ovaiav €xet 6 viOG TOD
avOpwmov agLévar apaptiag €mi TAG YHG A€yel TQ TApaAVTIK®D,

Luke 5:24 ““But, so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins,”’-- He said to the paralytic-- “I say to you, get up, and pick up your stretcher and go
home.”” (NASB) *iva 8¢ €idfjte 6Tt 0 vidg ToD dvBpwmov €€ovaiav éxel €mt TG YiG aPLéval
apaptiog einev @ mapalehvpéve, Xoi Aéyw, Eyelpe Kal dpag TO KAWiSLOV oov mopedov Eig
TOV 0IKOV OO0U.

In addition to this, following the resurrection, Yeshua gives the disciples the Holy Spirit and then he also
gives them the power to forgive sins according to John 20:19-23.

John 20:19-23

20:19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were
shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and
said to them, ““Peace be with you.”” 20:20 And when He had said this, He showed them both
His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 20:21 So Jesus
said to them again, ““Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, | also send you.” 20:22
And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, ““Receive the Holy Spirit.
20:23 “If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins
of any, they have been retained.” (NASB)

POvong odv oviag T Nuépa €xeivn T W cafPdtwy, kal T@V Bupdv kekelouévwy Gmov
foav ot padnrai St Tov @6Pov T@vIovdaiwy, RABev 6'Incodg kai €0t &g TO péoov kai Aéyel
avtolg, Eiprjvn Opiv. *kai todTo einwv £detfev Tag xelpag kai THv TAevpay avTOIG. EXdpnoav
ovv ol padnrai idovTeg TOV KOpLov. Zeinev odv avtoig [6 Tnoodg] maAwy, Eiprivr dpiv: kabwg
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AMEOTAAKEY e O TaThp, KAY® TEUTW DUAG. *Kal ToDTO eimwv évepvonoev Kal Aéyel avToIG,
AdPete mvedpa Gylov: Pav Tivov agite Tag apaptiag dgéwvral avTolg, &v TIvwV KpaThiTe
KEKPATNVTAL

If only God can forgive sins and we read that Yeshua has the ability to forgive sins, how are we to under-
stand the meaning of the Scriptures when Yeshua says to the disciples that “If you forgive the sins of any,
their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained?”” How are we to
understand this verse? According to the Tanach, the Lord God carries out three specific functions that only
He is able to do.

—_

He forgives sins (many references).
He heals diseases (Bamidbar / Numbers 12:9-15, Devarim / Deuteronomy 24:8-9).

. Tehillim / Psalms 103:2-5 “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who

forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as you
live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” :>2°X9nA-227 X917 °213y-225 n700 3
Isaiah 43:25 “I, | am He who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and | will not
remember your sins.” :Y3IX X7 RV 21907 YYD 0n RIT O OJNR 1D

Micah 7:18-19 “Who is a God like thee, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression
for the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger for ever because he delights
in steadfast love. He will again have compassion upon us, he will tread our iniquities under
foot.” 700 YOI BR 7YY PUII7RY N0 NIRYY YWeHY N2Y) 1Y KW 92 DR
ONINWIHI 02 NN POYN) MY WA 100 2D VY NI

1 Kings 8:39 “then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and render
to each whose heart thou knowest, according to all his ways (for thou, thou ONLY, knowest
the hearts of all the children of men);” DY) AN2D) AW 1100 DRWT YW naR) 1o

......

The three functions only the He is able to do is to forgive sins, heal diseases, and know the hearts of men.
When the disciples were given the Holy Spirit of God, they were able to go forth and heal in Yeshua’s name
and to forgive sins. They did not know the thoughts of the hearts of men. On the other hand, Yeshua, ac-
cording to the gospels, knew the heart of man (see Matthew 9:4, Luke 6:8, and John 2:24). In addition to
this, at Yeshua’s birth, he was given his name “Yeshua” because he would save his people from their sins
according to the angel sent from the Lord in Matthew 1:18-23. This explains why his Apostles went around
teaching that Yeshua is the One who enables Israel to repent and personally forgives the nation of their sins:

Acts 3:26 ‘For you first, God raised up His Servant and sent Him to bless you by turning
every one of you from your wicked ways.” (NASB) 2°0piv np@tov dvaotioag 6 0eog oV maida
avtod améotethev adTOV eDAOYODVTA VUGG €V TQ ATOOTPEPELY EKACTOV ATO TAV TTOVIPLDV
DU@V.

Acts 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than men.

5:30 ‘“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on
across. 5:31 “He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior,
to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 5:32 *And we are witnesses of these
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things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.” (NASB)
PanokplOeig 6¢ ITéTpog kal oi améatodot einav, ITelBapyeiv dei Oe® palov fj avBpwmoLg.
306 Bedg TV Matépwy NUAOV fyetpev Tnoovy, 6v Dels Siexetpicacde kpepdoavteg €mi EOAoL:
ltobTov 6 Bedg dpxnyov kal cwtiipa Vywoev Tfj 8e&1d adtod, [Tod] Sodvatl petdvolay @
Topan kat d@eotv ApapTIOV. *2Kkal fHELG EopeV HAPTVPEG TOV PNUATWY TOVTWY, Kal TO TTVeDa
10 dylov 0 €dwkev O Bedg Toig TMEBapyodoLY AVTE.

e Acts 26:15 ‘And | said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting. 26:16 ‘But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose | have appeared to
you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but
also to the things in which I will appear to you; 26:17 rescuing you from the Jewish people
and from the Gentiles, to whom | am sending you, 26:18 to open their eyes so that they may
turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in
Me.” (NASB) “¢yw 8¢ eina, Tig i, kOpte; 0 8¢ kVpLog einev, Eyw eip Tnoodg v ob Sidkelg.
1SaAA& dvaotnOi kai otiBt émi TovG MOdag cov: eig TodTo Yap deONV ool, mpoxepicachai oe
LINPETNY Kal pdptupa v Te €idég [pe] v e 0pBnoopai oot, EEapoduevdg oe €k Tod Aaod
Kai €k TOV €0vav, €ig odg ¢yw amooTéAw o *avoi§at d@Balpovs adT@y, Tod EmoTpéyal
4mod okOTOVG £ig PG Kal TAG €§ovaiag Tod Zatavd émi tov Bedv, Tod Aafelv adTovg dgeotv
AUapTIOV Kol KATjpOV €V TOIG fytaopévolg mioTel Tf) &ig EUE.

Based on the teaching of the disciples from the book of Acts, Yeshua has the ability to forgive sins and he
has come to personally save his own from their iniquities. In other words, Yeshua does not merely pardon
a person from his or her sins but actually grants forgiveness by saving sinners through his death and sub-
sequent resurrection. According to the rabbis in Midrash Tehillim 17, Part 3, only God can forgive sins on
earth. According to the Scriptures, the Lord God Almighty provides for each and every one of us His Word,
that took bodily form to make atonement for sins on our behalf. The Midrash concludes saying that ““David
said to the Holy One blessed be He, Master of the universe, since there is no one other than You, who can
pardon, Let my judgment come forth from Your presence.” Forgiveness, mercies, grace, love, all of these
things are the very nature of God Himself, He is the perfect judge, a loving and merciful God, rightly so
David asks that judgment come forth from His presence.

In Midrash Tehillim 17, Part 5, the rabbis continue on the topic of judgment coming forth from the

Lord stating in the 2°riN57 7127 (Dibur Hamathil) “Another comment on Let my judgment come forth from
Your presence.” In part 5 of the midrash, the rabbis draw a parallel of judgment coming from the presence

of God to the Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin (7°77310) is the highest court of ancient Israel during the Sec-
ond Temple Period that ruled on administrative, judicial, and religious issues. The word Sanhedrin means
“sitting together” and therefore is derived the meaning of ““assembly” or ““council.” The assembly of the
Sanhedrin consisted of twenty to twenty three men appointed in every city in the land if Israel. In Mishnah
Sanhedrin 1:1, the number 23 is derived from the exegesis of Bamidbar / Numbers 35:24-25, the minimum
size for a community is 10 men which is derived from Bamidbar / Numbers 14:27 for the 10 spies sent into
the Promised Land. The great Sanhedrin consisted of a leader called the Nasi, sometimes this position was
held by the Kohen HaGadol (High Priest), a chief justice (Av Beit Din), and sixty nine general members.
During the second Temple period, the Great Sanhedrin met in the Hall of Hewn Stones in the Temple in
Jerusalem. The court convened every day except on the moedim and during Shabbat. The Sanhedrin is
mentioned in the Apostolic Writings (in the gospels) in relation to the trial of Yeshua and in the Acts of the
Apostle on the death of Stephen.

The Talmud Bavli, tractate Sanhedrin, identifies two classes of rabbinic courts called the Sanhedrin,
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the Great Sanhedrin (917477 7°7 N°2) and the Lesser Sanhedrin (JU?77 1°7 N°2). Each city in Israel could have
its own lesser Sanhedrin of 23 judges, but there could be only one Great Sanhedrin of 71, which among
other roles acted as the Supreme Court, taking appeals from cases decided by lesser courts. The numbers
of judges were predicated on eliminating the possibility of a tie and the last to cast their vote was the head
of the court. By the end of the Second Temple period, the Sanhedrin reached its pinnacle of importance,
legislating all aspects of Jewish religious and political life within the parameters laid down by Biblical and
Rabbinic tradition. After the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE, the Sanhedrin was re-established
in Yavneh with reduced authority. The imperial Roman government and legislation recognized it as the Pal-
estinian Patriarchate, the ultimate authority in Jewish religious matters. The seat of the Patriarchate moved
to Usha under the presidency of Gamaliel IT in 80 CE. In 116 it moved back to Yavneh, and then again back
to Usha. It moved in 140 to Shefaram under the presidency of Shimon ben Gamliel II, and to Beit Shearim
and Sephoris in 163, under the presidency of Judah I. Finally, it moved to Tiberias in 193, under the presi-
dency of Gamaliel III (193-230) ben Judah haNasi, where it became more of a consistory, but still retained,
under the presidency of Judah II (230-270), the power of excommunication.

In Midrash Tehillim 17, Part 5, the rabbis say “And David answered, Master of the universe, You
did write in Your Torah, you will take no gift (Shemot / Exodus 23:8), and the members of the Sanhedrin
are afraid to take a gift from me and then pass judgment on me. But as for You, it is Your will to take a gift,
and then to Let my judgment come forth from Your presence. And the proof that the Holy One blessed be
He takes a gift? The verse He takes a gift out of the bosom of a wicked man to pervert the ways of judgment
(Mishley / Proverbs 17:23). And what are the gifts that God takes from the wicked in this world? Repen-

tance, prayer, and charity. Hence, David said, Let my judgment come forth from Your presence.” (77°7 X
DAR ,OINTY T RdR 23 PRIPNR 1YL A0 MnY) npn XY TMWY TNTIN2 N2AND 22 W 120 T
HWN) AP° YW PN TMWY [NRIW] ,TMW A2 772RWw 1917 ,RE S0OWR 1D T NRNWw T80 0K

TRTXY 775N 72N LT 22 QOVWIT T DO TMWa a1 ,(30 1°) A discussion proceeds that the San-
hedrin does not receive gifts because of the possibility of bribery, whereas the Lord God in heaven receives
the gifts of “Repentance, Prayer, and Charity (Righteous deeds).”” Are these three things considered bribes

for the Lord to rule in one way or another? Is Ma’aseh HaTorah (7707 7wyn) “works of the Torah/Law” a
form of bribery for God? The conclusion of part 5 of the midrash states ““Another comment, By path of life
in You show me the path of life, David meant the Torah, A tree of life to them that lay hold upon her (Mishley
/ Proverbs 3:18); by fullness of joy David meant the text of Scripture, the Mishnah, the Talmud, the tradi-
tional laws, moral lessons, subtle interpretation of Biblical laws, and the subtleties of rabbinic enactments.
Nay more! You also make Your presence to shine upon me, as is said In Your presence, Finally, by pleasures
in In Your right hand there are pleasures, David was referring to this world; and by for evermore he was
referring to the world to come.” The rabbis say that David meant by ““the paths of life”” he was referring to
the Scriptures, the Mishnah, the Talmud, the Traditions, Moral lessons, Interpretations of the Biblical laws,
and rabbinic enactments, are the pathway to life. Looking at these statements, we don’t always agree upon
all of the rabbinic rulings, but the important point to take away is living in obedience to God’s Word (the
Scriptures) is the path of life and peace before God. This is why we read the rabbis saying the Torah is the
path of life, the Scriptures truly are a way of life for us! The Mishnah, the Talmud, the traditions, interpre-
tations, enactments, etc all are part of the rabbinic way of living out the word of God in Judaism. The most
important thing to remember is while living out Scripture in our lives, we do so to honor God in His word,
not as a form of bribery or working of merit for justification, but being obedient to His word as the children
of God and a Holy People (note 1 Samuel 15:22).

Midrash Tehillim 17, Part 14 opens with the 91N 127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying ““In another
comment the words are read, As for me, | will behold Your presence in loving-kindness, Come and see how

great is the strength of loving-kindness!”” And the homiletic introduction to the Midrash (XN°ND, Petihta)
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states “Merely because of the one small coin a man gives to the poor, he gets the right to behold the face of
the Shekinah.” How does giving a small coin to the poor give one the right to behold the face of the mani-
fest presence of God (Shekinah)? Two scriptures from Mark 12:41-44 and Luke 21:1-4 may shed some light
on this question.

Mark 12:41-44

12:41 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were
putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. 12:42 A
poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. 12:43 Calling
His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than
all the contributors to the treasury; 12:44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out
of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.” (NASB)

“Kal kaBicag katévavtt o0 yaloguhakiov €0epet G 0 dxhog PaAAet xahkov eig TO
yalo@uAdkiov: kai moAloi Thovatot EParlov ToANG: “kal ENBodoa pia xripa mTwyn EBalev
Aemtd 8o, 6 éoTv kKOoOpavTng. “kai Mpookaleodpevog Tovg pabntag avtod einev avToig,
Apnv Aéyw duiv 6t 1) xpa abtn 1 mtwyh mAgiov mavtwy EPakev T@V Balldvtwv eig TO
yalo@uAdkiov: “ndvTeg yap ¢k ToD eplooehovTog avtois éPatoy, abtn 8¢ ék Tig Lo TeproEwS
avTiig mavta doa eixev EBatev, GAov TOV Plov avTii.

Luke 21:1-4

21:1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. 21:2 And He
saw a poor widow putting in two small copper coins. 21:3 And He said, ‘Truly | say to you,
this poor widow put in more than all of them; 21:4 for they all out of their surplus put into
the offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on.” (NASB)

"AvaBrépag 8¢ €idev Tovg BarlovTtag gig 10 yalopuAdkiov td S@pa avt@®v mhovaiovg. *eidev
8¢ Tva xrjpav mevixpav Balhovoay kel Aemta Svo, *kai einev, AAnB@¢ Aéyw vUiv 6T xijpa
abtn 1) Tty mAeiov mavtwy EPalev: *ndvTeg yap ovTOL €k TOD TIEPLOOEHOVTOG AV TOIS EPakov
elg T& S@pa, alitn 6¢ ¢k ToD DoTEPUATOG AVTG TTAvTa TOV Plov OV eixev EBalev.

Here in the Gospel of Mark and Luke, the Greek word yaloguldaktov is used that is translated as “treasury”
in the NASB translation. The definition for the word ya{ogulaxiov is as follows ““1) a repository of trea-
sure, especially of public treasure, a treasury It is used to describe the apartments constructed in the courts
of the temple, in which the not only the sacred offerings and things needful for the service were kept, but in
which the priests, etc, dwelt: Neh. 13:7; of the sacred treasury in which not only treasure but also public
records were stored, and the property of widows and orphans was deposited. Josephus speaks of treasuries
in the women’s court of Herod’s temple. In the N.T. near the treasury seems to used of that receptacle men-
tioned by the rabbis to which were fitted thirteen chests or boxes, i.e. trumpets, so called from their shape,
and into which were put the contributions made voluntarily or paid yearly by the Jews for the service of
the temple and the support of the poor.” Here the word “treasury” seems to be a receptacle that was used
to collect money from the people (the tithe of 10% as defined in the Torah) the purpose was that it is the
responsibility of the people, according to the Torah, to help others financially and to place the money into
the hands of the priesthood for the support of the priests and for assisting the poor of the land. The woman
according to the text is described as a ““poor widow” meaning that she was a working woman who made her
living by herself having lost her husband. According to the Gospels She was not wealthy having only two
copper coins and yet Yeshua describes her small gift as greater than all the monies given by those who had
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— Tehillim / Psalms 17 | 1> 2°2°7n 190 —

more wealth and gave more in terms of quality and appearance of their gift rather than from their heart. The

Midrash (XD7°ND, Petihta) states “Merely because of the one small coin a man gives to the poor, he gets the
right to behold the face of the Shekinah.”” Because the poor woman gave out of her poverty, she gave with
greater faith than those who give out of wealth. The Scriptures say that ““No one can serve two masters,
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and money.” ESV (Matthew 6:24) The giving of the gift by the poor woman was not only
a gift of finances but a gift of herself, of her time and effort to the Lord. According to Matthew 5:8, Yeshua
said *paxdprot oi kaBapot tij kapdig, Tt avtoi Tov Bedv Syovtar. 5:8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they

shall see God. (NASB) (:2°792877NX 177> 077°2 227 12 WX 1) In these Scriptures, Yeshua is saying

that those who hunger and thirst after righteousness will be satisfied, the Lord God is the One who brings
satisfaction. Those who are pure in heart will see God. Inner purity is the place from which righteous deeds
flow. Tehillim / Psalms 24:3-5 states WX 227 12129221 7 W7 0Ipn2 221 717 102 m9-n A
VY ST ARTRY MY NRR 272 REY 7 nn vawl X9) Swnl X2 Rwi-KD 24:3 Who may ascend
into the hill of the Lord? And who may stand in His holy place? 24:4 He who has clean hands and a pure
heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not sworn deceitfully. 24:5 He shall receive a
blessing from the Lord And righteousness from the God of his salvation. (NASB) The purity of the heart and
the reward of a pure heart is the thirst and hunger for more and more of the righteousness of God. Because
of this woman’s righteous act, giving all that she had, two copper coins into the treasury, her gift was greater
than all the rest because what she did was from a pure heart. The Rabbis saying in the Midrash that one
small coin a man gives to the poor gives him the right to behold the face of the Shekinah, they must have
been thinking on the poor who give from their poverty because of the purity and righteousness of their heart
and motivation to do so because of God’s command. (Think on this when observing the mitzvot!) The pure
heart involves the inward commitment to seek the Lord God Almighty, this is how giving to the poor one
small coin enables one to see the Shekinah glory of God. According to Yeshua in Matthew 5:8, the bless-
edness of the person who has a pure heart is that they will see God. Studying the Scripture we know that
God is a spirit and therefore invisible to the eyes of men (John 1:18, 4:24, Colossians 1:15, 1 Timothy 1:17).
In Parashat Ki Tisa, the Lord instructed Moshe that he cannot see His face for no man can see God and
live (Shemot / Exodus 33:20). In parashat Yitro (Shemot / Exodus 24:9-10) the Scriptures say that Moshe,
Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, and the seventy elders of Isracl saw the God of Isracl. And in Tehillim / Psalms
17:15 it says DN 7OR02 TVIWK 7710 7O P7¥2 °IX W0 17:15 As for me, | shall behold Your face in
righteousness; | will be satisfied with Your likeness when | awake. (NASB) Seeing God and beholding His
face are all connected to the purity of heart and the righteousness things that we do in the innocence and
purity of heart before God. The blessedness that is attached to righteousness and the purity of heart is that a
person will come to know God (to see Him) perfectly and completely. The concluding phrase of part 14 of
the midrash says ““Because the wicked live in prosperity in this world, even though they deny the Holy One
blessed be He, and vex Him, and because the righteous suffer in this world, even though they are willing to
die for the hallowing of the name of their Creator, therefore David said, | will not be of those who vex You,
but of those who labor in the Torah of which it is written Justice, justice, will you follow (Devarim / Deu-
teronomy 16:20). Hence David said, As for me, | will behold Your presence in justice.” David concludes

with beholding the Lord (His presence) in justice, that is derived from the same word P7X for righteousness.
The Lord revealed His righteousness and justice in bringing His son to bear our sins. This is the revelation
of the Father on Heaven, that His Son Yeshua died and rose again so that we too will have the power to live
in righteousness and justice before Him, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Praise the Lord what a wonderful
God we serve! Let’s pray!
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Heavenly Father,

Thank you for helping us to understand that it is only by Your great salvation, Your Mercy, and Your
Grace that we are able to stand before you! David concludes saying “You will make known to me the path
of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.”” Truly there is joy
and peace in Your presence. Standing in You and in Your Son Yeshua we are made righteous and will not be
moved. We thank you Lord for sending us Your Son Yeshua who paid the covenant price for the forgiveness
of our sins. We believe that in Your Son Yeshua, we have a firm foundation, we are unmovable, and have the
hope of eternal life. Help us to trust in You Lord as we wait patiently for You and Your presence each day.
We believe in the Righteous work Yeshua did in His life and upon the cross to make atonement for our sins.
Help us to live and dedicated our lives to You, fill us with Your presence Lord and thank You for revealing
these truths to our hearts. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the
praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

skosk sk sk sk sk oskoskosk ook ook ook oskosk sk sk ok osk sk sk sk sk sk ook skoskosk sk sk ok ok sk sk sk sk ok ok ok sk
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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