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The Righteousness of God is Unmovable!

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 15:1-5, The Psalm is introduced as 777 nXan? X “For
the choir director. A Psalm of David.” David begins asking /7P 272 12¢-1 72082 22-0 711 15:1 0
Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? (NASB) Who is able to dwell in the
tent of the Lord and upon the holy hill where the Temple will be built? Because of man’s sinful heart, one
would think that the answer would be that no man is able to ““dwell”” in the tent of the Lord or upon His Holy

hill. However, David responds saying :12272 N»& 927) P73 2¥D1 om0 7237 2 15:2 He who walks with

integrity, and works righteousness, And speaks truth in his heart. (NASB) It is those who walk with integrity
and work righteousness who are able to abide in the tent of the Lord and upon His Holy hill. Those who
speak truth in their hearts and live their lives devoted to the Lord Most High. David continues quantifying
the man who walks with integrity, works righteousness, and speaks truth in his heart, such a man does not
slander, does not do evil to his neighbor, neither does he accuse or blame his friend for anything. 237-87 3
39p-2y XwI-KX9 17970 Y0 Y7 Awy-X7 3W9-5Y | 15:3 He does not slander with his tongue, Nor does
evil to his neighbor, Nor takes up a reproach against his friend; (NASB) Slander is false and injurious state-
ments made about another (defamation), this is doing evil to another person. Gossip is ““to talk about the
private affairs of others, spread rumors” and is synonymous with a slanderer. David continues saying that
the righteous :77? K?) ¥1779 Yaw1 722> 1) SXRP-NR) O8N 1P1¥Y2 | 7123 7 15:4 In whose eyes a repro-
bate is despised, But who honors those who fear the Lord; He swears to his own hurt and does not change;
(NASB) The righteous despise the reprobate (person who is morally unprincipled) and honor those who fear
the Lord, and the way of the righteous is to do what is right even if it means that swearing by the truth he
is financially hurt. David also says that such a righteous man does not lend money at interest and does not
take a bribe against those who are innocent, 012 X9 79X TWY nPY-X? *R1-2¥ 70 7W32 103-X7 | 1992 N
:0%9% 15:5 He does not put out his money at interest, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He
who does these things will never be shaken. (NASB) The one who lives righteously before the Lord would
rather receive harm than to do harm to others. Such a man will never be moved.
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Tehillim / Psalms 15

A Psalm of David. 15:1 O Lord, who
may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell
on Your holy hill? 15:2 He who walks
with integrity, and works righteousness,
And speaks truth in his heart. 15:3 He
does not slander with his tongue, Nor
does evil to his neighbor, Nor takes up
a reproach against his friend; 15:4 In
whose eyes a reprobate is despised, But
who honors those who fear the Lord;
He swears to his own hurt and does
not change; 15:5 He does not put out
his money at interest, Nor does he take
a bribe against the innocent. He who
does these things will never be shaken.
(NASB)
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Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 15

15:1 A hymn of David. O Lord, who is
worthy to dwell in your tabernacle, who
is worthy to abide on the mountain of
your sanctuary? 15:2 One who walks in
integrity, and does righteous deeds, and
speaks truth in his heart. 15:3 He does
not slander with his tongue, he causes
no harm to his fellow, and he bears no
shame against his neighbor. 15:4 Who
despises the contemptible to his face, but
honors those who fear the Lord; who will
swear to do harm to himself and does not
change. 15:5 He has not given his mon-
ey at interest; he has not accepted a bribe
against the innocent; one who does these
things will never be moved. (EMC)
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Tehillim / Psalms 15

A Psalm of David. 15:1 O Lord, who
shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? and who
shall dwell in thy holy mountain? 15:2
He that walks blameless, and works
righteousness, who speaks truth in his
heart. 15:3 Who has not spoken craftily
with is tongue, neither has done evil to
his neighbour, nor taken up a reproach
against them that dwelt nearest to him.
15:4 In his sight an evil-worker is set at
nought, but he honours them that fear the
Lord. He swears to his neighbour, and
disappoints him not. 15:5 He has not lent
his money on usury, and has not received
bribes against the innocent. He that
does these things shall never be moved.
(LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 15:1-5, David begins asking j2¢/-°1 972082 93I3-7 1)
JWTR 732 15:1 O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? (NASB) Who is
able to dwell in the tent of the Lord and upon the holy hill where the Temple will be built? Thinking on this
verse, David makes a reference to the holy hill of God. It is interesting to note that during David’s time the
Temple was not yet built upon the Temple mount since Solomon was the one who was to build the Temple
in Jerusalem. The reference to the tent of God is to the Tabernacle that was set up in Shiloh. In the Scrip-

tures, Shiloh was a place of rest, a city of Ephraim (2°79X) located ““on the north side of Bethel”” which is
a distance of about 10 miles (Shoftim / Judges 21:19, 7339%7 WX 72°17 | 27 12W2 7IT-37 737 1K)
129277 2337 IRRW PR-N2n T7VT A70107 W Anm 28-n°27, 21:19 So they said, ‘Behold, there is a
feast of the Lord from year to year in Shiloh, which is on the north side of Bethel, on the east side of the

highway that goes up from Bethel to Shechem, and on the south side of Lebonah.” NASB). In this place of
Shiloh the tabernacle was set up following the conquest of the Promised Land according to Joshua 18:1-10.

Joshua 18:1-10

18:1 Then the whole congregation of the sons of Israel assembled themselves at Shiloh, and
set up the tent of meeting there; and the land was subdued before them. 18:2 There remained
among the sons of Israel seven tribes who had not divided their inheritance. 18:3 So Joshua
said to the sons of Israel, “How long will you put off entering to take possession of the land
which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you? 18:4 ‘Provide for yourselves three
men from each tribe that I may send them, and that they may arise and walk through the land
and write a description of it according to their inheritance; then they shall return to me. 18:5
‘They shall divide it into seven portions; Judah shall stay in its territory on the south, and the

2 Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 15 | v 2°2°77n 190 —

house of Joseph shall stay in their territory on the north. 18:6 “You shall describe the land
in seven divisions, and bring the description here to me. I will cast lots for you here before
the Lord our God. 18:7 “For the Levites have no portion among you, because the priesthood
of the Lord is their inheritance. Gad and Reuben and the half-tribe of Manasseh also have
received their inheritance eastward beyond the Jordan, which Moses the servant of the Lord
gave them.” 18:8 Then the men arose and went, and Joshua commanded those who went to
describe the land, saying, ‘Go and walk through the land and describe it, and return to me;
then 1 will cast lots for you here before the Lord in Shiloh.” 18:9 So the men went and passed
through the land, and described it by cities in seven divisions in a book; and they came to
Joshua to the camp at Shiloh. 18:10 And Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the Lord,
and there Joshua divided the land to the sons of Israel according to their divisions. (NASB)
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The Tabernacle remained in Shiloh until the Ark of the Covenant fell into the hands of the Philistines in 1
Samuel chapter 4. This location (Shiloh) was also referred to by the prophet Jeremiah (7:12-14, 26:4-9)

approximately 500 years after the destruction of that place. In 1 Samuel 4:1-4, the Scriptures say -127 7]

77777

N2 7178-NX 77WR PR AR DONW9D *197 0P A1) 11933 M7 PRIW? OIpT 1R MINRI-98 Y X2
AP 727 1Y) 1127932 X2 M7 4:1 Thus the word of Samuel came to all Israel. Now Israel went out
to meet the Philistines in battle and camped beside Ebenezer while the Philistines camped in Aphek. 4:2
The Philistines drew up in battle array to meet Israel. When the battle spread, Israel was defeated before
the Philistines who killed about four thousand men on the battlefield. 4:3 When the people came into the
camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has the Lord defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us take to
ourselves from Shiloh the ark of the covenant of the Lord, that it may come among us and deliver us from the
power of our enemies.” 4:4 So the people sent to Shiloh, and from there they carried the ark of the covenant
of the Lord of hosts who sits above the cherubim; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there
with the ark of the covenant of God. (NASB) Israel was defeated in 1 Samuel 4:1-3 and the people decided
to bring the Ark of the Covenant up from Shiloh to the war hoping that God would help in their battle with
the Philistines. Taking the Ark of the Covenant from Shiloh to the battle, Israel was again defeated because
they forgot one most important thing. They had forgotten that God was not going to give them His power

Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry 3



without their obedience to His commands. The most important aspect of this story is that the people thought
they could live their lives as they pleased in opposition to God’s instruction and make use of the Ark of the
Covenant for their own purposes. They took the Ark of the Covenant for the purpose of manipulating God
to help them appears to be a form of witchcraft. Have you ever done something righteous and then thought
““the Lord will favor me now, and I will be blessed?”” Is this not something that parallels the question David
is asking in the Psalm Y7 772 12U°-1 720832 M3-1 1370 15:1 O Lord, who may abide in Your tent?
Who may dwell on Your holy hill? (NASB) Who is able to dwell in the tent of the Lord and upon the holy
hill where the Temple will be built? One does not dwell in the tent of the Lord or upon His Holy hill unless
one lives in His righteousness and has an upright heart. The upright heart does not perform righteous deeds
for the sole purpose of gaining favor before God in order to manipulate Him into working in our lives. The
righteous live in righteousness and in justice, because the Lord God is Holy, Righteous, and Just and not for
the sole purpose of obtaining something one needs.

David responds saying :12272 N%¥ 1271 P7¥ ¥DI 00 7297 2 15:2 He who walks with integrity,

and works righteousness, And speaks truth in his heart. (NASB) Those who speak truth in their hearts, live
their lives devoted to the Lord Most High. It is only those who walk in integrity, and work righteousness,
and speak the truth that are fit for communion with God and are able to abide in His tent and remain upon
His Holy hill. Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-8 outlines what it means to live in integrity before the Lord.
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Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-8

119:1 How blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk in the law of the Lord.
119:2 How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, Who seek Him with all their
heart. 119:3 They also do no unrighteousness; They walk in His ways. 119:4 You have
ordained Your precepts, That we should keep them diligently. 119:5 Oh that my ways may
be established To keep Your statutes! 119:6 Then I shall not be ashamed When | look upon
all Your commandments. 119:7 | shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, When |
learn Your righteous judgments. 119:8 I shall keep Your statutes; Do not forsake me utterly!
(NASB)

The Way Of Integrity (Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-8)

To Walk In the Law Of the Lord, (119:1)

To Observe His Testimonies, (119:2)

To Seek Him With All The Heart, (119:2)

To Do No Unrighteousness, (119:3)

To Have No Reason To Be Ashamed, (119:6)
To Pray With Uprightness Of Heart, (119:7)
The Desire To Learn His Judgments, (119:7)
The Resolve To Keep God’s Statutes, (119:8)

P NN WD =
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Notice how we are instructed to walk in the Law of the Lord, to observe His testimonies, to seek God with
all our heart, to not work unrighteousness and therefore having no reason to be ashamed, to pray with an
upright heart, to have a desire to love God’s judgments, and to be determined to keep God’s statutes. In the

list of the way of the righteous who walk in integrity, point #6 says to pray with an upright heart (%2 77X

22Y) the Hebrew text says ““to give thanks with a straight heart.”

David continues quantifying the man who walks with integrity, works righteousness, and speaks
truth in his heart, such a man does not slander, does not do evil to his neighbor, neither does he accuse or
blame his friend for anything. :1272-7¥ XW3-K8? 7972) 7Y 1YL AWY-K7 WH-5Y | 237-X% 3 15:3 He
does not slander with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor takes up a reproach against his friend;
(NASB) The Hebrew phrase used ““slander’ or ““gossip” is translated as ““to not spy upon the tongue™

(AW-2¥ | 237-%9) which means ““one who reveals secrets.” Information has been spied out and the goal
is to reveal what has been learned to another. Slander, on the one hand, is false and injurious statements
made about another (defamation), this is doing evil to another person. Gossip is “to talk about the private
affairs of others, spread rumors” whether true or not, and is synonymous with a slanderer. In Romans, the
Apostle Paul speaks about the sinful nature and lawlessness of mankind, saying how God poured out His
wrath on those who rejected His instruction (Torah). Because they had turned away from God’s instruction
and guidance, He gave them over to their sinful natures. In the list of sins Paul gives we read about gossips
and slanderers (Romans 1:29-32).

Romans 1:18-31

1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 1:19 because that which is known
about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 1:20 For since the cre-
ation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.
1:21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they
became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 1:22 Professing
to be wise, they became fools, 1:23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for
an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling
creatures. 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that
their bodies would be dishonored among them. 1:25 For they exchanged the truth of God for
a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.
Amen. 1:26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women
exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 1:27 and in the same way also
the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one
another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due
penalty of their error. 1:28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer,
God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 1:29 being
filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit,
malice; they are gossips, 1:30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inven-
tors of evil, disobedient to parents, 1:31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving,
unmerciful; 1:32 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such
things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those
who practice them. (NASB)

Based upon the Apostle Paul’s commentary, we see from this passage how serious the sin of gossip is and
that it characterizes those who are under the wrath of God. One of the things that destroys the body of be-
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lievers is through gossip and slander, spreading rumors or secrets behind one’s back. The Scriptures speak
extensively on this topic.

Vayikra / Leviticus 19:16, :71377 "X 7¥7 07-5Y Tnyn X9 3opy2 2927 790-X7 110 19:16 “You
shall not go about as a slanderer among your people, and you are not to act against the life
of your neighbor; I am the Lord. (NASB)

Mishley / Proverbs 11:13, 1127 7927 717-1283) Ti9-1773% 2927 7797 3> 11:13 He who goes
about as a talebearer reveals secrets, But he who is trustworthy conceals a matter. (NASB)

Mishley / Proverbs 16:28, :019% 7°297 1373) 1172 n2¢° Nioonn vPR 11D 16:28 A perverse
man spreads strife, And a slanderer separates intimate friends. (NASB)

Mishley / Proverbs 20:19, :27ynn X? 109w a09%31 227 7997 7i9-1%33  1©° 20:19 He who
goes about as a slanderer reveals secrets, Therefore do not associate with a gossip. (NASB)

Jeremiah 6:28, :n7 D°NOYR 072 21723 NWNI 9°27 9277 00000 M0 092 110 6:28 All of
them are stubbornly rebellious, Going about as a talebearer. They are bronze and iron; They,
all of them, are corrupt. (NASB)

Jeremiah 9:4-6, 9°37 ¥2-72) 2py° 2Py nX-22 72 IYAN-2R NR-22-2¥) 1W7 17970 UOR 3
TN 9P 7RI MWD PW-127 233 1717 1727 XD NpR) 1907 Y02 UORY T T
TI-0R1 PNIR-NYT 1IRM 70712 7270 9:4 “Let everyone be on guard against his neighbor,
And do not trust any brother; Because every brother deals craftily, And every neighbor goes
about as a slanderer. 9:5 ‘Everyone deceives his neighbor And does not speak the truth,
They have taught their tongue to speak lies; They weary themselves committing iniquity. 9:6
“Your dwelling is in the midst of deceit; Through deceit they refuse to know Me,’ declares the
Lord. (NASB)

The Torah says in Vayikra / Leviticus 19:16 (Parashat Kedoshim) to not go (walk) as a ““slanderer/gossip”

using the word 7°27 which means ““gossip” or “slanderer.” Other places in Scripture, we find the same
word, in Mishley / Proverbs 11:13, 20:19, and Jeremiah 6:28. Mishley / Proverbs 16:28 says the slanderer
is a “grumbler who is a champion of separation.” Here King Solomon describes the slanderer as a grum-

bler or quarrelsome (7371)) person who desires to cause separation and he is a champion of this. Jeremiah
9:4-6 states to be on guard because every brother deals craftily and goes about slandering, the one who
deceives his neighbor does not speak the truth and have taught their tongues to lie. The slanderer wearies
themselves committing iniquity. This is consistent with one who learns a secret and then goes about work-
ing to reveal the secret to others. How are we to avoid gossip? According to the Scriptures, we are to not
associate ourselves with someone who is a known gossip (Mishley / Proverbs 20:19). When someone starts
a conversation to commit gossip, change the subject. If you have fallen into the habit of gossiping, ask the
Lord to change your heart.

David continues saying concerning the righteous Y23 73227 73777 *R72-NX) OXNI 1PIYa | 7723 7
2 X2) v 15:4 In whose eyes a reprobate is despised, But who honors those who fear the Lord; He
swears to his own hurt and does not change; (NASB) The Hebrew text says literally ““despise in his eyes
the despicable (reprobate)” (0821 1°3°¥2 | 7723). According to Easton’s Dictionary, the reprobate man is
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““that which is rejected on account of its own worthlessness (Jeremiah 6:30 and Hebrews 6:8). This word
is also used with reference to persons cast away or rejected because they have failed to make use of op-
portunities offered them (1 Corinthians 9:27 and 2 Corinthians 13:5-7).” According to the Concise Oxford
English Dictionary , the reprobate is ““an unprincipled person, according to Calvinism, a sinner who is not
of the elect and is predestined to damnation.” For an individual to be reprobate means that they have been
rejected by God. They are rejected because they first rejected Him. There is a knowing willful refusal to

believe and obey and honor God in the life of a reprobate. The Aramaic Targum states 7°02 *19IX2 VW7 7

22790 AW RDY NN RWRIARD 1T P T RO91T 17 15:4 Who despises the contemptible to his
face, but honors those who fear the Lord; who will swear to do harm to himself and does not change. (EMC)
The Septuagint (LXX) states 15:4 ¢éEovdévwTal Evamov adTod ToVIPEVOHEVOG TOVG 8¢ PoPOVUEVOLG KVUPLOV
do&alet 6 dpvvwy 1@ TAnoiov avtod kat ovk aBet@v 15:4 In his sight an evil-worker is set at nought, but he
honours them that fear the Lord. He swears to his neighbour, and disappoints him not. (LXX) The Aramaic
translation appears to say God despises the contemptible to his face. The Greek translation says “in his”
sight, the lower case “his” suggests that the translators believed this is a reference to the righteous, the righ-
teous are to ““set at nought (nothing)”” the worker of evil. The worker of evil does not want to hear the way
of God, they do not want the peace of God. They have had the opportunity to know the Lord, to walk in His
ways to experience His rest, but have instead chosen to go their own ways, to dwell in their own places, in
lies, untruths, slandering and gossips. The Apostle Paul described the reprobate in Romans 1:28-32.

Romans 1:28-32

1:28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to
a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 1:29 being filled with all unrigh-
teousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gos-
sips, 1:30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobe-
dient to parents, 1:31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 1:32 and
although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of
death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.
(NASB)

Zraikabwgovk édokipacav TovOeov Exety v Emyvwoel, Tapédwkev avTovg 0 Be0g eig adoKIpLOV
vovv, Totelv T pn kabnikovta, remAnpwpévovg maon ddwkia movnpia mheoveia kaxiq,
HeoTovg PBGVoL @ovou Epidog d6Aov kakonbeiag, YiBvplotds, Prataldlovg, BeooTLYElS,
VBpLoTés, Vmepneavovs, Alalovag, EPevpeTas Kak®v, yovebolv dmelfelg, *dovvétoug,
dovvBéToug, AoTtopyovg, dvehenpovag: *2oitiveg TO dikaiwpa Tod Beod Emyvovreg, Tt of Ta
Toladta Tpdooovteg d&tot Bavdtov eioiv, oV pdvov avta motodoty dAAL kal cuvevdokodoty
TOIG TPACTOLALY.

It is interesting reading through Paul’s exhortation, in Romans 1:32, he says that “and although they know
the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but
also give hearty approval to those who practice them.” These are not individuals who never had an oppor-
tunity to know the Lord, rather, these are persons who believe their way is better than God’s way. These are
people who have made a conscious, deliberate choice to walk contrary to the will of God. Paul wrote further
on this topic saying in 2 Timothy 3:1-5, 3:1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.

3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents,
ungrateful, unholy, 3:3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of
good, 3:4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 3:5 holding to a
form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these. (NASB) Men will be
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lovers of themselves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
without natural affection, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those who do good, traitors, high
minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God, and having a form of godliness yet denying the power
therefore. Paul says to turn away from such people. It may very well be that Paul had Tehillim / Psalms 15
in mind while writing in 2 Timothy 3. David says the righteous despise the reprobate (person who is morally
unprincipled) and honor those who fear the Lord. He continues saying that the way of the righteous is to do
what is right even if it means that swearing by the truth one is financially hurt. Doing right and standing for
the truth even if the truth hurts us, this is the way of the righteous.

David also says that such a righteous man does not lend money at interest and does not take a bribe
against those who are innocent, :021V7 vinY X9 79X WY nRP-K8Y PI1-5Y 70V W12 10I1-X7 | 1992 1715:5
He does not put out his money at interest, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these
things will never be shaken. (NASB) The first half of Tehillim / Psalms 15:5, David’s words appear to be
derived from Devarim / Deuteronomy 23:19 that says 127-72 T3 2R W3 102 W3 T8y TwWn-8H >
T WX 23:19 “You shall not charge interest to your countrymen: interest on money, food, or anything
that may be loaned at interest. (NASB) Moshe addressed this issue in the Torah regarding how the children
of Israel are to handle loaned money to their brothers. The law states that ““if you lend money to one of my
people among you who is needy, do not be like a moneylender, charge him no interest” (Shemot / Exodus
22:25). The prohibition against charging interest here is drawn in parallel to the one who walks righteously
before the Lord. Why does David parallel the righteous with charging interest? The reason is the prohibi-
tion against charging interested also included “food or anything else that may earn interest” (Devarim /
Deuteronomy 23:19). When giving food to the poor, we do not expect anything back in return. The reason
being, an interest bearing loan, whether money or food, would only exacerbate the plight of the poor. The
Lord God promised a blessing on the gracious lender that would surpass any interest that a person would
make from a loan. Yeshua also taught on this topic in the Gospel of Matthew saying “*t® aitodvti o€ §6¢,
Kai tov Béhovta dno cod SdavicaoBat ur drnootpagiic 5:42 “‘Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn
away from him who wants to borrow from you. (NASB)

Matthew 5:39-44

5:39 ‘But | say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right
cheek, turn the other to him also. 5:40 ‘If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let
him have your coat also. 5:41 ‘Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two. 5:42
‘Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you.
5:43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’
5:44 *But | say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,(NASB)

¢y 0¢ Méyw VUiV pn dvtioTtijvat T@ movnp®d: AN’ dotig oe pamiCer eig thv deflav olayova
[oov], oTpéyov adTd Kkal TV AAANY: “kal T® 0éAovTi oot kplBfjval kal TOV XIT@Va cov Aafety,
dpeg adT® Kal TO ipdtiov: “kai 60TIg o dyyapevoet piliov €v, draye pet advtod dvo. “1d
aitodvtioe §9g, kai TOV 0éNovTa dmd 00D davicacBat ur dnootpagiis. *Hrovoate 6t éppén,
Ayanfioelg TOV TAnoiov oov kai ponoelg Tov £x0pov oov. “éyw 8¢ Aéyw LUy, dyandte TOOG
gx0polg LUV Kal Tpooevxeobe DMEP TOV SLwKOVTWYV DUAG

The principle that is being taught here in Matthew 5:39-44 is that even our enemies in their time of need,
we should lend to them and do so not expecting anything in return (Luke 6:35), by doing this your reward
will be great in heaven. There are many passages throughout the Scriptures exhorting us to have a generous
and giving heart, especially to the less fortunate. Moshe taught his people: ““If there is a poor man among
your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted
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— Tehillim / Psalms 15 | w0 2°%°77n 190 —

or tightfisted toward your poor brother. Rather be openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs”
(Devarim / Deuteronomy 15:7-8). The parallel that is drawn here to the righteous and the one who lends
money without interest, is that the Lord expects His children to act righteously when dealing with money.
This helps us to remember that our ability to work comes from God (Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:18) and it
is the Lord who ““‘sends poverty and wealth, He humbles and He exalts™ (1 Samuel 2:7). The Lord desires
for us to look to Him for our needs rather than to rely upon a money lender. The Lord God also expects His
children to give to those in need, so we give of our time, our talents and our treasure. Yeshua taught the
Torah principle of blessing from the Lord saying “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will
be measured to you™ (Luke 6:38).

David also says that such a righteous man does not take a bribe against those who are innocent, I
09107 vy K7 AR AWY npR-XY pI-HY 0 w2 103-X7 | 18932 15:5 He does not put out his money
at interest, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things will never be shaken.
(NASB) It is interesting that David begins his Psalm asking 7P 772 12¥°-% 7720832 290-0 M 15:1 0
Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? (NASB) Who is able to dwell in the
tent of the Lord and upon the holy hill where the Temple will be built? David’s answer to this through the
Tehillim / Psalm 15 goes on to describe those who are welcome in God’s presence. In Tehillim / Psalms 15:2
there are three broad characteristics that describe this person. The one who is welcome in God’s presence is
one who has integrity, one who does righteousness, and one who speaks truth. In Tehillim / Psalms 15:3-5
these three characteristics are explained in more detail and David finishes saying such a person will never be
shaken. Tehillim / Psalms 15:3 corresponds to speaking truth, the first portion of 15:4 corresponds to work-
ing righteousness, and the last part of 15:4 and 15:5 correspond to the quality of walking in integrity. The
person who is welcome in the presence of God is one who speaks truth in his heart. He does not simply give
lip service to God outwardly, his whole character is truth from the inside out. There is no form of deception
within such a person. This is a very important concept because what we think inwardly is a characteristic
or our entire lifestyle like it says in Mishley / Proverbs 23:7 which says 292§ R377-12 /912 Ww-in | °2 1
:9Y-22 929) 77 19R° INW 23:7 For as he thinks within himself, so he is. He says to you, ‘Eat and drink!’
But his heart is not with you. (NASB) Instead of merely speaking the truth, Tehillim / Psalms 15 is pointing
out the righteous person lives the truth and this is what he thinks from within himself. The truthful lifestyle
shows itself in several ways, first, the upright person does not ““slander with his tongue,” he tells the truth
without adding to or taking away. He does not gossip, he does not run down others verbally, whether in their
presence or behind their back. Simply put, the righteous do not slander with their tongues. The unrighteous
do these things and work evil towards his neighbor. The righteous do not take up reproach against his friend,
does not keep a running score of the wrongs that were done against him, and does not hold a grudge. He
does not continue to bring up the past sins, the righteous person forgives. David goes on stating that the one
who is welcome in God’s presence is the one who ““works righteousness.”” In Tehillim / Psalms 15:4 we
read the contrast between the righteous and the unrighteous, the Scriptures say -NX) 0821 1°1°Y2 | 7123 7
22 K2) v vawl 7227 7m0 R 15:4 In whose eyes a reprobate is despised, But who honors those who
fear the Lord; He swears to his own hurt and does not change; (NASB) This righteous person views people
and life through God’s eyes. He hates what God hates and honors what God honors. Such a person is not
caught up in worshiping the rich and beautiful, the famous and powerful, he places value on people who
put God first and live their lives for Him. The righteous man does not make his evaluation based upon the
world’s standard of success and achievement. The righteous live in truth, act in an ethical manner, and are
honorable in all their dealings in this world. This is the very definition of integrity, such a person who walks
in integrity is welcome in God’s presence. The righteous man does what he says he will do, and this kind of
person keeps his promises even if it costs him something *““He swears to his own hurt, and does not change.”
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He does not deliberately try to hurt himself, rather, if he makes a promise or if circumstances change so
that he is at a disadvantage, he still keeps his word. The righteous man does not exploit and abuse others.
According to the Torah, we are not to take advantage of people, we are not to take advantage of another
person’s misfortune. The righteous do not take a bribe against the innocent (Tehillim / Psalms 15:5), he is
not susceptible to outside influence or corruption. He makes decisions honestly and stands on those honest
decisions. David says that those who are welcome in the Tent of God, in His presence, are those who walk
in integrity, who do righteous deeds, and who speak the truth. David writes innocent, /32 103-X? | 1992 11
0919 ViR KD A9R AW npL-X7 *RpI-2Y TN 15:5 He does not put out his money at interest, Nor does he
take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things will never be shaken. (NASB) The Aramaic
Targum says X2V Y 11310 XD P2OR 72V7 92 KD 7IRIT DY RTMWY X°91272 279° 8D 70 1715:5 He has
not given his money at interest; he has not accepted a bribe against the innocent; one who does these things
will never be moved. (EMC) Those who do these things will not be moved. The righteous person, the one
who walks in the way of the Lord will not be shaken, he has placed himself upon a solid foundation. When
David says that the righteous will never be shaken, he is saying that this person has a fundamental stability.
His lifestyle is marked by integrity, righteous deeds, and truth, this person is not blown by the wind, when
difficult times come he remains secure in his faith and is welcome in God’s presence. In God’s eyes, men
and women are measured by their character. David asks TUTp 272 12U-1 72082 M- 1 15:1 0
Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? (NASB) The answer that he gives is
those whose lives are marked with integrity, truth, and justice. Is your life marked by integrity, truth, and
justice? Do you want your life to exhibit these important qualities? Scripture says that the heart of man is
deceitful and desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9), it is only the Lord God Almighty, His Holy Spirit, and
His Son Yeshua that can transform a man from the inside out. Do you want to be transformed from the in-
side out? Come let’s pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for helping us to understand what it means to be acceptable in your sight. It is only by
Your great salvation, Your Mercy, and Your Grace that we are able to stand before you! David concludes
saying that those who are righteous will not be moved. Make us unmovable Lord. We thank you Lord for
sending us Your Son Yeshua who paid the covenant price for the forgiveness of our sins. We believe that in
Your Son Yeshua, we have a firm foundation, we are unmovable, and have the hope of eternal life. Help us
to trust in You Lord as we wait patiently for You and Your presence each day. We believe in the Righteous
work Yeshua did in His life and upon the cross to make atonement for our sins. Help us to live and dedicated
our lives to You, fill us with Your presence Lord and thank You for revealing these truths to our hearts. We
praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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