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There is no God says the fool!

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 14:1-6, The Psalm is introduced as 777 nXan? X “For
the choir director. A Psalm of David.” David begins saying 712°7¥ 12°VN7 I 0¢7 02778 PR 1272 923 0K
:2I0-TWY X 14:1 The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.” They are corrupt, they have committed
abominable deeds; There is no one who does good. (NASB) If we honestly examine our hearts, we must
agree with David and his assessment of the heart of man, all are corrupt, all have committed abominable
deeds, and no one does good. By the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, David says that °RWn Q%% M7 2
:DOOR-NR WIT 23Wn U NIRI? O7R-212-9Y 14:2 The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons
of men To see if there are any who understand, Who seek after God. (NASB) The Lord is examining the heart
of every man to see if there are any who seek after Him. How much have you desired to place God first only
to turn in direction and seek the passions of your own heart and not the Lord? David says 177> 79 997 3
JTOR-03 PR 2I0-TWY PR IR 14:3 They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There

is no one who does good, not even one. (NASB) All men have turned aside and together they have become
corrupted. It is only by God’s help that we are able to overcome and be free from sin and the corruption of
the flesh. David continues saying 1779 | Q¥ 17 IR X2 737 207 1998 "Ry 229K X 7yD-22 W X2 7
2773 1172 0oR-"2 71D 14:4 Do all the workers of wickedness not know, Who eat up my people as they
eat bread, And do not call upon the Lord? 14:5 There they are in great dread, For God is with the righteous
generation. (NASB) When the wicked continue in their ways in the evil of inflicting the righteous and in
the atheistic attitude (not believing in or calling upon the name of the Lord), they do not realize that God is
with the righteous. The wicked say that the counsel of Israel is a shame, because their refuge is in the Lord
(297N M 23 WD "IY-NXY 3, 14:6 You would put to shame the counsel of the afflicted, But the Lord is
his refuge. NASB) David says however MaY? 2py° 23 iny Maw 7170 2302 DRI nyawd 1980 1p-mn 1
:2X7W114:7 Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! When the Lord restores His captive
people, Jacob will rejoice, Israel will be glad. (NASB) Salvation is in the God of Israel, He will restore His
people and His people will rejoice and be glad!
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Tehillim / Psalms 14

For the choir director. A Psalm of David.
14:1 The fool has said in his heart, ‘There
is no God.” They are corrupt, they have
committed abominable deeds; There is
no one who does good. 14:2 The Lord
has looked down from heaven upon the
sons of men To see if there are any who
understand, Who seek after God. 14:3
They have all turned aside, together they
have become corrupt; There is no one
who does good, not even one. 14:4 Do
all the workers of wickedness not know,
Who eat up my people as they eat bread,
And do not call upon the Lord? 14:5
There they are in great dread, For God
is with the righteous generation. 14:6
You would put to shame the counsel
of the afflicted, But the Lord is his ref-
uge. 14:7 Oh, that the salvation of Israel
would come out of Zion! When the Lord
restores His captive people, Jacob will
rejoice, Israel will be glad. (NASB)
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Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 14

14:1 For praise; in the spirit of prophecy
through David. The fool said in his heart,
“There is no rule of God on the earth.”
They corrupted their deeds, they despised
goodness and found iniquity. There is none
who does good. 14:2 The Lord looked
down from heaven on the sons of men to
see if there was any wise man seeking in-
struction from the presence of the Lord.
14:3 All alike have turned backward, they
have become lax; there is none who does
good, there is not even one. 14:4 Do they
not know, all doers of falsehood? Those
among my people who dine have dined
on bread [and] not blessed the name of the
Lord. 14:5 There they became afraid be-
cause the word of the Lord is in the genera-
tion of the righteous. 14:6 You will despise
the counsel of the poor man, because he has
placed his hope in the Lord. 14:7 Who will
produce from Zion the redemption of Isra-
el? When the Lord brings back the exile of
his people, Jacob will rejoice, Israel will be
glad. (EMC)
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Tehillim / Psalms 14

For the end, Psalm of David. 14:1 The fool
has said in his heart, There is no God. They
have corrupted themselves, and become
abominable in their devices; there is none
that does goodness, there is not even so
much as one. 14:2 The Lord looked down
from heaven upon the sons of men, to see
if there were any that understood, or sought
after god. 14:3 They are all gone out of
the way, they are together become good for
nothing, there is none that does good, no
not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre;
with their tongues they have used deceit;
the poison of asps is under their lips: whose
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness; their
feet are swift to shed blood: destruction and
misery are in their ways; and the way of
peace they have not known: there is no fear
of God before their eyes. 14:4 Will not all
the workers of iniquity know, who eat up
my people as they would eat bread? they
have not called upon the Lord. 14:5 There
were they alarmed with fear, where there
was no fear; for God is in the righteous
generation.  14:6 Ye have shamed the
counsel of the poor, because the Lord is his
hope. 14:7 Who will bring the salvation of
Israel out of Sion? when the Lord brings
back the captivity of his people, let Jacob
exult, and Israel be glad. (LXX)

The very first verse of the Psalm is combined with the introduction, 7]]1? HEJD? X “For the choir
director. A Psalm of David” and David’s words stating "X 712°7¥ 12°¥Di7 I W7 27528 1R 1272 221 N
:2I0-TYY 14:1 The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.” They are corrupt, they have committed
abominable deeds; There is no one who does good. (NASB) Interestingly, David begins with ““Said Nabal
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in his heart,” here we find the Hebrew word Nabal (?21). The root meaning of the word Nabal (721) is
“wilt” (verb), and came to mean “failure,” and eventually gained the figurative meaning of ““shameless

improprieties.” In David’s life from the first book of Samuel Chapter 25 we read the story of Nabal (923)

and Abigail. According to a Hebrew lexicon, 721 (Nabal) as an adjective or noun means “villain, scoundrel,
rascal, fink, heel, hound, jackal, miscreant, scallywag, scamp,” and as a verb ““to wither.”” When written as

9219 “to nabal’” means “to talk obscenely.” In the Nabal narrative (1 Samuel 25:1-38), he is described as
living up to his name (1 Samuel 25:25) being evil, foolish, harsh and ill-tempered. Traditionally Nabal is
euphemistically translated as ““fool”” and hence we find Tehillim / Psalms 14:1 being translated as ““the fool.”
The Scriptures describe Nabal as a rich Calebite who was harsh and ill-tempered. David was not yet King of
Israel and he and his men were living off the wilderness of Param because of King Saul (1 Samuel 25:5-11)
and were providing protection for the shepherds in the area. The Scriptures say that Nabal lived in the city
of Maon, and he owned much land in the Judean town of Carmel as well as men, sheep, and goats. These
events that happened occurred during the time of sheep shearing. During this time David sent a small group
of men to Nabal with a request for provisions, David instructed his men on exactly what to say when they
approached Nabal. He had instructed his men to speak to Nabal in such a way so as to inform him that his
wealth would not have been so great if it were not for the protection of David and his men. David extended
a great deal of honor to Nabal recognizing him as a nobleman of high stature (1 Samuel 25:6 and thus you
shall say, “‘Have a long life, peace be to you, and peace be to your house, and peace be to all that you have.
NASB, :012¢ 772-R 727 0i2¢ 70°21 0i9W 1K) o0 79 apInR) ). Nabal’s response was to question
who David was, his lineage, and insult his men. It is written that when Nabal rejected David’s request, one
of the shepherds informed Nabal’s wife (Abigail) of his response and of the situation along with a very
positive account of the protection that David and his men had provided. The servant said *X73°V7 7py) 1
SRR D277 2¥293-12 RIT) IN02-72 D) ITTR-OR YT 072-09 Wyn-1n 25:17 ‘Now therefore, know and
consider what you should do, for evil is plotted against our master and against all his household; and he is
such a worthless man that no one can speak to him.” (NASB) Abigail recognized what Nabal had done and
chose to intervene in order to avert David’s wrath. In the account of Scripture, David armed his men, and
set off with 400 of them for Nabal’s home, leaving 200 men behind to look after the supplies, while at the
same time Abigail set off with her servants, and a very large quantity of provisions, without telling Nabal.
The narrative continues by stating that Abigail meets David and his men before David could reach Nabal
and she pleads for David to accept the gifts she has brought with her, and begs that there be no bloodshed,
asking to take Nabal’s blame herself, and complimenting David by stating that the Lord would make his
dynasty long lasting, and David sinless and divinely protected. In the end, God struck Nabal (the foolish)
down and he died of a heart attack. The Scriptures state that it was the Lord who struck him down in 1
Samuel 25:37-38, 117 ;1287 ™7 XI7) 127932 127 Ny 7RG 0°7277-N8 IAYR 2-T301 2230 1770 NRY2 R3320 19
NP 223-NR 7 AR 0o POy i 25:37 But in the morning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal, his
wife told him these things, and his heart died within him so that he became as a stone. 25:38 About ten days
later, the Lord struck Nabal and he died. (NASB) Nabal was cut off because of his wickedness and boastful
tongue. In Tehillim / Psalms 14:1, David may be making a reference to the foolishness of Nabal, using the
word “nabal” (723) to refer to the foolish who say in their heart that there is no God. Based upon Tehillim /
Psalms 14:1, corruption, abominations, and no good deeds are the things that categorise the fool who says
in his heart that there is no God.

Tehillim / Psalms 14:1 says :230-70Y 1R 79°728 120907 10 0Y0 o778 1R 1292 221 798 14:1 The
fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.” They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds;
There is no one who does good. (NASB) God has looked down at the hearts of men and concludes that all
are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds, and that there is no one who does good. What does
this mean, that no one does good? The verse seems to suggest “corruption’and ““abominable deeds” is
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antithetical to ““doing good.” The Aramaic translation states R°UW R 717 7> 2¥ 7IX121 172 KX72AWH X

12V 72YT NOY ROV IMOWRI RNV AT PNITIV 19920 RYIRD RIPRT RIWW 09 1772792 7192272 Rwow 14:1
For praise; in the spirit of prophecy through David. The fool said in his heart, “There is no rule of God on
the earth.” They corrupted their deeds, they despised goodness and found iniquity. There is none who does
good. (EMC) The rabbis translate the words of David believing what he wrote was “in the spirit of prophe-

cy” (-IX121 MA2) that he is speaking prophetically of man that “nabal’ (223) the fool says in his heart ““there
is no rule of God on earth” and therefore corrupts their deeds and says literally that such people despise

goodness and 20 TaVT N9 XY I7OWRI “he has found sin and forsakes serving good.” Sin is not accept-
able to God and the mind-set of one who sins continually is that there is no rule of God on earth. When we
sin we put ourselves first, this by its very nature is a disregard for God, His word, and others. The Scriptures
are clear, “you must put them all away...”” (Colossians 3:8-9, Galatians 5:19-21), such sins as anger, gossip,
malice, enmity, strife, jealousy, slander, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, and lying. The Apostle Paul’s
warning is “‘that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God™” (Galatians 5:21). The point
is that those who say there is no rule of God on earth, their ways are corrupted and their deeds show a pat-
tern of life providing a clear indication of the inward, hidden, spiritual state. Simply put, such a person is
not born of God. True believers do not habitually violate what is planted on the inside (God’s Torah that is
written upon the heart, Jeremiah 31). Secret sins are no different. The level of deception used to hide the
secret sin, the fool says “there is no rule of God on the earth in order to continue in their ways. This is
the pride of life, the arrogant logic of the fool that provides the cover up. The Apostle John wrote in 1 John
3:8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God
appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 3:9 No one who is born of God practices sin,
because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. (NASB) Does this mean that
as children of the Most High God through faith in Yeshua, that one will not sin? What about struggling with
sin? Have the words ““struggling with”” been used to sanction continual sinning in our lives? Moshe wrote
in Bamidbar / Numbers 32:23, :030% R¥»0 WX DNRYI W7 731727 DORYY 737 12 7wyn X5-08) A0
32:23 *But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find
you out. (NASB) The LXX translation says 14:1 €ig 0 T€Aog yaApog td Savtd einev dgpwv év kapdia avtod
ovk €oTtv Be0g SLépBetpav kal £Bdehvybnoav év émtndevpacty ovk 0TV TOLDY XPNOTOTNTA OVK E0TLV £WG
¢vog 14:1 The fool has said in his heart, There is no God. They have corrupted themselves, and become
abominable in their devices; there is none that does goodness, there is not even so much as one. (LXX) The
way of the foolish who say there is no God is an abomination to the Lord because the fool walks in his ways
without regard for the Lord.

David continues saying that :D12R-N& W17 22200 U7 NIRI? DIR-212-DY 9OpWn oonwn M 2
14:2 The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are any who understand,
Who seek after God. (NASB) The Lord looks down from heaven upon the sons of men and examines our
hearts. He looks to see if mankind is seeking after God. What does it mean to seek after God? How does
one seek the Lord? Yeshua said in Matthew 6:33, ¥*(nteite 8¢ mp@tov tnv Bacteiav [tod Beod] kai v
Swatoovvny adtod, kai tadta mavta npootednioeTal uiv 6:33 ‘But seek first His kingdom and His righ-
teousness, and all these things will be added to you. (NASB) How do we seek the kingdom and His righ-
teousness? Are the kingdom of God and His Righteousness connected? The Lord looks down from heaven
and seeks the one who seeks after Him. However, having looked down the Lord says 783 171 70 937 3
:TOR-03 PR 2I0-TWY X 14:3 They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There is no
one who does good, not even one. (NASB) The way of mankind is corrupt, and there is none that do good.
This is the reason we need the help of our Lord and Savior. It is interesting, while reading the Apostolic
Writings, the Apostle Paul was thinking upon these three verses (Tehillim / Psalms 14:1-3) while writing
Romans chapter 3:10-12. In Romans 3, Paul is writing concerning this very thing, do we seek God and His
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righteousness or our own? Let’s read all of Romans 3 for the proper context.

Romans 3:1-31

3:1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? 3:2 Great
in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3:3 What
then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?
3:4 May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it
is written, ‘That You may be justified in Your words, And prevail when You are judged.” 3:5
But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? The
God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking in human terms.) 3:6 May
it never be! For otherwise, how will God judge the world? 3:7 But if through my lie the truth
of God abounded to His glory, why am | also still being judged as a sinner? 3:8 And why
not say (as we are slanderously reported and as some claim that we say), ‘Let us do evil that
good may come’? Their condemnation is just. 3:9 What then? Are we better than they? Not
at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; 3:10 as it
is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; 3:11 There is none who understands,
There is none who seeks for God; 3:12 All have turned aside, together they have become
useless; There is none who does good, There is not even one.” 3:13 “Their throat is an open
grave, With their tongues they keep deceiving,” ‘The poison of asps is under their lips’; 3:14
‘Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness’; 3:15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood, 3:16
Destruction and misery are in their paths, 3:17 And the path of peace they have not known.’
3:18 ‘There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 3:19 Now we know that whatever the Law
says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all
the world may become accountable to God; 3:20 because by the works of the Law no flesh
will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. 3:21 But now
apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the
Law and the Prophets, 3:22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, 3:24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus; 3:25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith.
This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed
over the sins previously committed; 3:26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at
the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
3:27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law
of faith. 3:28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.
3:29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles
also, 3:30 since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised
through faith is one. 3:31 Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the
contrary, we establish the Law. (NASB)

'T{ o0V 10 eptocdv tod Tovdaiov, fj TG 1) @PENeL TRAG TEPITOURG; *TOAD KATA TTAVTA TPOTIOV.
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dmotia adT@V TV TioTy Tod Beod katapynoey ‘pun yévorto: yivéobw 8¢ 6 Beog aAndng, mag
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&v 1@ kpiveoDal oe. %ei ¢ 1) ddikia NU@V B0 Sikatoovvny cvviotnow, Tl époduev; un ddkog
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Summary of Romans 3
. Is there an advantage to being a Jew? (Circumcision, 3:1)
2. Man cannot nullify the faithfulness of God. (3:3)
3. Does unrighteousness demonstrate the righteousness of God? (3:5) Some have said ““let us
do evil that good may come” and Paul says their condemnation is just. (3:8)
4. Tehillim / Psalms 14:1-3
5. Paul goes on to describe the nature of the one who does not seek for God, *““their throats are
an open grave, deceiving tongues, lips are poison, mouth full of swearing and bitterness, feet
quick to shed blood, destruction and misery in their path, and they do not know the way of
peace because there is no fear of God in their eyes.” (3:13-18)
6. The Torah was given so that every person cannot boast and is accountable to God.
By the flesh, no one will be justified since by the law comes the knowledge of sin (3:20).
8. Paul then says “apart from the law the righteousness of God has been manifested being witnessed
by the Torah and the Prophets™ (referring to Yeshua, 3:21-22).
9. Paul discusses the mercy, grace, and redemption of God (3:23-25).
10. God is the one who justifies for righteousness (3:26).
11. Since God is the one who justifies, there is no one who can boast in their flesh (3:27), God is God
of both the Jew and the non-Jew (3:29-30).
12. Paul concludes that this does not nullify the Torah, on the contrary, this establishes the Torah (3:31).

[S—

=~

Here in the midst of Romans 3, Paul uses these verses from Tehillim / Psalms 14:1-3, %R 777 0¥n?  X
w7 niRaY mx *3:1 557 q*vtz;'-: ajJa)oga) 'n-w 2 :2j- -rrzz'y R 'b’bsz uwm iaklsivey! u’-{bx TR 1272 %21
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of David. 14:1 The fool has said in his heart, ‘“There is no God.” They are corrupt, they have committed
abominable deeds; There is no one who does good. 14:2 The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the
sons of men To see if there are any who understand, Who seek after God. 14:3 They have all turned aside,
together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one. (NASB) In Romans 3,
Paul is speaking on the topic of whether one is able to obtain righteousness that leads to salvation by the

works of the Law. Yeshua said the following in John 8:31-43 concerning this topic.

IOANNHX 8:31-43

"Eleyev o0v O 'Tnoodg mpdG TOLG TEMOTEVKOTAG AVTH
‘Tovdaiovg, 'Eav vyelg peivite év @ AOyw T® ¢ud, dAnddg
padntal pov éote, kai yvwoeobe v dAndetay, kal 1 dAndeia
é\evlepwoel LUag. amekpiOnoav mpodg adTdy, Znéppa APpadp
éopev kai o0devi dedovAevkapey TOTOTE: TOG oL Aéyelg OTL
"EAev0Bepol yeviioeaOe; dmexpiOn avtoig 0 Tnoodg, Aunyv aunv
Aéyw Vpiv 61t mag 0 mowdv TV apaptiov SodAdG €oTiv TG
apaptiag. O 8¢ SobAog ob pével év Tfj oikia eig TOV ai®va: O
Vi0g pével gig TOV ai@va. &av odv O vidg Dudg ElevBepon,
Svtwg EAevBepot éoeabe. olda OTL oméppa APpadyt ote: GANK
{nreité pe dmokteivat, 8TL 6 Adyog O £udg o0 Xwpel év Dpiv. &
gy émpaka Tapd T@ matpi Aal@®: kai OpeElG odv & nrodoate
Tapd ToD TTaTpOG Toteite.  AmekpiOnoav kai elnav avtd, O
natnp HUOV APpadp éoTiv. Aéyel avtolg 6 Inoods, Ei tékva
To0 APpady éote, Ta Epya Tod APpadyp énoteite: vOv 8¢ {nreité
e dmokteivat, dvOpwmov 8¢ v aAndetav Ouiv AeAdAnka fijv
fikovoa mapd tod Beod: TodTo APpadp ovk €moinoev. VHELG
Toteite T Epya T TaTpdG LPdV. elav [ovv] avtd, Hyeig ék
nopveiag ov yeyevvueba: éva matépa Exopev TOv Bedv. elnev
avtoig 6 Inoodg, Ei 6 Bed¢ mathp dU@v Ny, Nyamndte &v Eué,
gy yap ék tob Beod ¢ERNBOV Kkai fikw: 00OE yap AT épavTtod
N0, AAN éketvog pe dméotethey. S Tl TV Aoy TV
gUNV ob ywvadokete; 6Tt 00 dVvaocle dkovey TOV Adyov TOV
EuoV.

John 8:31-43

8:31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed
Him, ‘If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples
of Mine; 8:32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free.” 8:33 They answered Him, ‘We are Abraham’s
descendants and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how
is it that You say, ‘You will become free’?” 8:34 Jesus an-
swered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who commits
sin is the slave of sin. 8:35 ‘The slave does not remain in the
house forever; the son does remain forever. 8:36 *So if the Son
makes you free, you will be free indeed. 8:37 ‘I know that you
are Abraham’s descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because
My word has no place in you. 8:38 ‘I speak the things which
I have seen with My Father; therefore you also do the things
which you heard from your father.” 8:39 They answered and
said to Him, ‘Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, ‘If
you are Abraham’s children, do the deeds of Abraham. 8:40
‘But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told
you the truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not
do. 8:41 *You are doing the deeds of your father.” They said to
Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father:
God.” 8:42 Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you
would love Me, for | proceeded forth and have come from God,
for | have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent
Me. 8:43 “Why do you not understand what | am saying? It is
because you cannot hear My word. (NASB)

Here Yeshua is speaking of His Words (“My Words,” Aéyov tov €uév) and of “hearing” (&xovewv)
His Words. In Parashat Ki Tavo we read in Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:1 ““if you listen to the voice of the
Lord your God” (Niwy? W 32778 131 202 vawn yiny-oX 7°7)) in Hebrew, the phrase YnW/n ¥iny
with the imperfect verb form indicates that listening / hearing the voice of the Lord is an ongoing process
that is not yet complete illustrating that our relationship with God is an ongoing life long process. The hear-

ing of the voice of the Lord God is hearing the Word of God and is paralleled with “to keep” (") and “to

do” (nNiwy?) what God has commanded. It is with this understanding that Yeshua is teaching in John 8:31.
Yeshua was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, *““If you continue in My word, then you are truly
disciples of Mine” (NASB). Here Yeshua contrasts obeying, continuing, or keeping His Words with being
true disciples. In the Apostolic Writings, Yeshua acknowledges who he is speaking to are the *““descendents
of Abraham” (oméppa APpady éote) in Greek literally means “‘seed of Abraham you are.” The interesting
point is that though the Pharisee’s were the seed of Abraham, they were not Abraham’s ““children” because
they do not do the things that Abraham did out of faith. Do you see the connection here to Tehililm / Psalms
14, Romans 3, and Yeshua’s words? The entire discussion is centered on Aoyw @ €u@ “My Words,” the
words that He is speaking, the Word of God according to the Torah, and being true children of Abraham. To
be a true child of Abraham, one needs have the Word of God inside in order to sustain, support, and give us
life. The Torah principle that Yeshua is teaching here in John 8:31-34, and what Paul is teaching in Romans
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3, is about the Lord’s Salvation, the Lord’s Righteousness, the Lord’s Redemption, the Lord’s Deliverance
all of which is found in His Messiah. At the time the Pharisee’s thought that their place in heaven was
guaranteed by their birthright or that by their works they could gain eternal life. Yeshua acknowledged their
birthright but corrected their understanding that they are not guaranteed a place in Heaven. The true chil-
dren of Abraham are those who do the works of Abraham (ta €pya Tod APpadp énoteite: vov). The works

of Abraham was to live their salvation by faith. To hear the voice of the Lord God (71371 2ip2 ynw/n yiny
7°777%) and then to live and to do by faith! So, when Paul quoted from Tehillim / Psalms 14 in Romans 3:10

as it is written, ‘“There is none righteous, not even one; 3:11 There is none who understands, There is none
who seeks for God; 3:12 All have turned aside, together they have become useless; There is none who does
good, There is not even one.” (NASB) His point was that righteousness is a gift of God, but this does not
exclude us from living righteously before the Lord in our day to day lives. This is what he meant when he
wrote in Romans 3:28 ““For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law’” and
then saying 3:31 Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we establish
the Law (NASB)? The Lord God is working to build a relationship with us first and foremost so that we
become His people and He would be Our God (Q¥%7 °2-177° nng) 2>2R? 077 °n»)). Based upon these
scriptures, the Messiah come to bring righteous standing before the Father by faith. Then we, as His people,
strive to live a righteous life by faith (Romans 3:31) according to the Torah.

David continues saying :3X7 X7 717> 077 1228 Y 7298 1IN *9yB-92 3T X9 7 14:4 Do all the
workers of wickedness not know, Who eat up my people as they eat bread, And do not call upon the Lord?
(NASB) Those who work evil in their lives, eat up the people of God as bread and do not call upon the Lord.
There seems to be a parallel with having table fellowship (eating bread) where the wicked do not bless the
Lord in the provision of food, whereas God’s people call upon the name of the Lord and give thanks. The

rabbis translate this verse in the Targum (Aramaic) saying 17¥0 1Y STIW0 W 72y 93 PYT° WI» X9n 7

219°72 K2 M7 KXW Xnn 14:4 Do they not know, all doers of falsehood? Those among my people who
dine have dined on bread [and] not blessed the name of the Lord. (EMC) They find a similar parallel and
translate this verse to say that the workers of falsehood who dine and eat bread do not bless the name of the
Lord. There is no fellowship with the wicked and the righteous. The LXX says 14:4 o0yl yvwoovTat mavTeg
ol ¢pyalopevol Ty dvopiav ol kateaBiovteg TOV Aadv pov Bpwaet dptov TOV kbplov odk énekaléoavto 14:4
Will not all the workers of iniquity know, who eat up my people as they would eat bread? they have not called
upon the Lord. (LXX) The rabbis translating the Hebrew text into Greek follow a more literal translation
saying ““do not all the workers of iniquity know, they consume my people, they consume bread, they do not
call upon the Lord.” This is very interesting on how the verse in Tehillim / Psalms 14:4 is translated, the
wicked do not bless the Lord in the bread that is before them and that they are able to commit wicked deeds
against God’s people and then sit down and eat. There is a certain condemnation that the wicked are call-
ing upon themselves by sitting down and eating, while destroying the people of God and not calling upon
the name of the Lord. As a result of this, Tehillim / Psalms 14:5 says 7172 2°778-°2 709 3709 | 0¥ 7
2077 717 03 WD MIV-NRY Y :P°7X 14:5 There they are in great dread, For God is with the righteous
generation. 14:6 You would put to shame the counsel of the afflicted, But the Lord is his refuge. (NASB)
Because of this the wicked come under dread / fear (7779) because the Lord is with the righteous generation
of people. The Targum says X172 7177°7 RIN°AT 2107 1277 A0 RDT PWT RM2TM927T XOA71907 70 7
10920 T2 IWT 2107 NNTAN P77 10T 1979107 RO N2YN 1 P 737 14:5 There they became afraid
because the word of the Lord is in the generation of the righteous. 14:6 You will despise the counsel of the
poor man, because he has placed his hope in the Lord. (EMC) The wicked despise the counsel of the poor
because their hope is in the Lord. (Note the wealthy do not call upon the Lord because their hope and trust
is in their wealth thereby making them unrighteous.) Studying these verses, there is certain condemnation
for the person who does not examine himself before God, who does not bless the name of the Lord, and who
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is set to work sin in his life to destroy the people of God. The Aramaic translation says the wicked become
afraid because the “word of the Lord™ is in the generation of the righteous. The way the wicked behave
before the Lord reminds us of something the Apostle Paul wrote in the Apostolic Writings in 1 Corinthians

11:22-34.

[TPOX KOPIN®IOYX A 11:22-34

2un yap oikiag odk €xete eig 10 €00ietv kai mivev; fj TG
ékkAnoiag Tod 0D KATAPPOVEITE, Kl KATALTYVVETE TOVG ()
gxovtag; Tl einw OUiv; Emavéow HUAG; €V TOVTW OVK EMAV®.
PEyo yap mapéapov dnod tod kupiov, 6 kal mapédwia DUV,
61 6 KVpLog Inoodg év Tf vukTi i) mapedideto ENafev Gptov
ol evyaplotioag ékhaocev Kai einev, Tovto pod ¢otv TO
odpa TO bEp LU@V: TodTO TMOLElTE €l THV EUNV AvdpvnoLy.
PoadTwG Kal TO ToTAplov peTd TO Oetmvijoal, AEywv,
Todto 10 motrptov 1} kawvr) Stabrkn €otiv év T@ EUd aipatt:
ToDTO ToLElTE, O0dKIG v TivNTE, €ig TRV Uy avdpvnotv.
2O0aK1g yap €av €00inte TOV dpTov TodTOV Kal TO TOTHPLOV
nivnte, OV Bdvatov tod Kupiov katayyéAAete, dxpig ov
ENON. Qote 66 &v €00in TOV dpTov fj tivy TO ot pLoV TOD
Kupiov dva&iwg, Evoxog éotal Tob owpatog Kai Tod aipatog
ToD Kvpiov. #Sokipalétw 6¢ dvBpwmog EavTtdy, Kal olTwg
¢k oD dptov €00iéTw Kai ék ToD moTnpiov mvETw: PO yap
¢00iwv kal mivewv kpipa éavt® ¢0Biel kail tivet pn Stakpivwv
TO o@pa. ¥ todTo év LIV ToANoi doBeveig kai dppwaoTot
Kal Kolpdvtat ikavoi. *'el 8¢ €éavtodg Stekpivopev, ovk &v
ékpvopeda: ¥kpvopevol 8¢ Vo [tod] kupiov tadevdueda,

1 Corinthians 11:22-34

11:22 What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink?
Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who
have nothing? What shall | say to you? Shall | praise you? In
this | will not praise you. 11:23 For I received from the Lord
that which | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the
night in which He was betrayed took bread; 11:24 and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body,
which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 11:25 In the
same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, ‘This cup
is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.” 11:26 For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes. 11:27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks
the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty
of the body and the blood of the Lord. 11:28 But a man must
examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread
and drink of the cup. 11:29 For he who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the
body rightly. 11:30 For this reason many among you are weak
and sick, and a number sleep. 11:31 But if we judged our-
selves rightly, we would not be judged. 11:32 But when we are

judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be
condemned along with the world. 11:33 So then, my brethren,
when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 11:34
If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, so that you will not
come together for judgment. The remaining matters | will ar-
range when | come. (NASB)

tva ) oVv T@® KOoUW KatakplOdpev. Pdote, ddelgol pov,
ovvepxOpevol €ig TO @ayeiv dAARAovg Exdéxeobe. *el Tig
Tewvd, €v oikw €001ETw, tva pr) €ig kpipa ovvépynode. Ta d¢
Mo g &v ENBw Sratd&opar.

Paul was admonishing the people of what he had heard when they gathered together for the Passover meal.
He asks whether they have houses in which to eat and drink because they come together in remembrance of
the deliverance of God what Yeshua had done laying down his life. Some gather together and eat and drink
until they are drunk. (Have you ever heard of the tradition to get drunk on Passover night?) These people
seem to follow the pattern of the wicked in Tehillim / Psalms 14:4, they sit and eat bread and do not bless the
name of the Lord. Pauls says ¥Qaote 8¢ v €00in t0ov &pTov fj mivy 10 Motiptov Tod kupiov dvadiwg, Evoxog
€oTal ToD owpatog kai Tod alpatog Tod kupiov. 2dokipalétw 8¢ dvBpwmog Eavtdy, kai oVTwg £k Tod dpTov
¢001éTw Kai €k Tod MoTnpilov TvETW: 20 yap €00iwv kal mivwv Kpia Eavtd ¢o0Biel kai mivel un dtakpivwv 1O
owpa. 11:27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall
be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 11:28 But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he
Is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 11:29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to
himself if he does not judge the body rightly. (NASB) Eating the bread that represents the body of Christ,
and drinking the wine which represents the blood of Christ that was poured out for our salvation, needs to be
taken very seriously. Those men who sat to eat and drink in 1 Corinthians 11, do they not know they drink
judgment upon themselves like those who eat up God’s people and do not call upon the name of the Lord?
AR KD 7 007 1208 Ry ORIR K OPY-22 T K2 7 14:4 Do all the workers of wickedness not know,
Who eat up my people as they eat bread, And do not call upon the Lord? (NASB)
David concludes in Tehillim / Psalms 14:7 saying MW 7377 21032 9870 YW 19937 1000 1
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ORI MR 2Py 230 1Y 14:7 Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! When the Lord

restores His captive people, Jacob will rejoice, Israel will be glad. (NASB) The Salvation (NYI%?) of Israel
1s the Lord God Himself, and He sent His word forth to make atonement for our sins. In the midst of this
wicked world, God provides His Salvation. Praise God, truly our hope is in the Lord! Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Your salvation is what we all long for. Help each of us to make our hearts right before You and
restore to us the joy of Your Salvation like you did so many times for David during his times of trials and
struggles. Help us to set our hearts to the pursuit of holiness and righteousness so that we our lives can be
a testimony to your lovingkindness. Thank You Lord for the mercies that You have shown us each day. In
Your Son Yeshua, we have the hope of eternal life, thank You for Your work, Your deliverance, and Your sal-
vation Lord. In Your Son we see and know Your salvation, help us to trust in You Lord as we wait patiently
on your deliverance during times of trial. We believe in the Righteous work Yeshua did in His life and upon
the cross to make atonement for our sins. As we continue to live and dedicated our lives to You, fill us with
Your presence Lord and thank You for revealing these truths to our hearts. We praise Your Holy Name and
give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

sk ok sk sk sk sk sk sk ok ook ook ook oskosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk sk ook ook sk sk sk sk ok ook ook sk sk ok ok ok ok 3k

TV O9WY WA TR YIRS 11°271 1170 ANTRY 19900
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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