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My Heart will rejoice in Your Salvation

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 13:1-6, The Psalm is introduced as 71117 U;E_;?;’? N
177 “For the choir director. A Psalm of David.” David begins questioning the Lord asking 771 mIR-7¥ 2
217 T°19-NX 1°A0A | FIR-TY 11X I7IWA 13:1 How long, O Lord? Will You forget me forever? How long
will You hide Your face from me? (NASB) In the midst of your troubles, have you ever wondered whether
God has forgotten you or has hidden His face for you? Have you ever wondered why the Lord seems to let
us walk through trouble in live alone? David had these same questions in mind while writing this Psalm, we
know this because he said :°7¥ >27% 017 | 7IR-TY 0% 22272 190 W12 NIXY MWK TIR-TY 2 13:2 How
long shall I take counsel in my soul, Having sorrow in my heart all the day? How long will my enemy be
exalted over me? (NASB) David seeks the counsel of the Lord God Almighty but He is not answering Him.
With David being on the run from Saul, he does not necessarily have the opportunity to go to and spend time

at the Ohel Moed (7917 27X, Tent of Meeting). Does God only answer David’s prayers if he is visiting the
Tabernacle or given a word from the Lord from a priest or prophet? If the Lord does not answer him, it will

be as if he lays down with the dead, based upon what He says in Tehillim / Psalms 13:3, 7177 %1V 7027 7
NIRT TWOR-19 Y TR IOR 13:3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God; Enlighten my eyes, or I will
sleep the sleep of death, (NASB) David asks that the Lord to consider what is happening, how his enemies
are coming against the righteous and give an answer for, to enlighten the eye, to reveal or show to his eye

the answer of the Lord or else he will lay down and die. If the Lord does not answer, David says WX°-19 71
:0IRR 93 19930 9% VARG 2K 13:4 And my enemy will say, ‘I have overcome him,” And my adversaries will
rejoice when I am shaken. (NASB) Our enemies rejoice when their plans go according to their will. David
believes that the Lord has the power to overcome his enemies. This is the reason for his plea to the Lord and

for the final statement of the Tehillim / Psalms saying 72 TWR J0YIL»2 °2%7 D3 A0 779032 | I8
9% 913 9313:5 But I have trusted in Your lovingkindness; My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. 13:61
will sing to the Lord, Because He has dealt bountifully with me. (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 13

For the choir director. A Psalm of Da-
vid. 13:1 How long, O Lord? Will You
forget me forever? How long will You
hide Your face from me? 13:2 How long
shall I take counsel in my soul, Having
sorrow in my heart all the day? How
long will my enemy be exalted over me?
13:3 Consider and answer me, O Lord
my God; Enlighten my eyes, or I will
sleep the sleep of death, 13:4 And my
enemy will say, ‘I have overcome him,’
And my adversaries will rejoice when I
am shaken. 13:5 But I have trusted in
Your lovingkindness; My heart shall re-
joice in Your salvation. 13:6 I will sing
to the Lord, Because He has dealt boun-
tifully with me. (NASB)
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Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 13

13:1 For praise, a hymn of David. 13:2
How long, O Lord, will you neglect me
forever? How long will you hide the
splendor of your face from me? 13:3
How long will I put warnings in my soul,
suffering in my heart daily? How long
will my enemy vaunt himself over me?
13:4 Pay heed and receive my prayer, O
Lord my God; illumine my eyes by your
Torah, lest I sin and sleep with those
who deserve death. 13:5 Lest the evil
impulse[53] should say, “I have taken
control of him,” [lest] my oppressors
rejoice because | stray[54] from your
paths. 13:6 But I have placed my trust
in your goodness, my heart will rejoice in
your redemption; [ will give praise in the
Lord’s presence because he rewards me
with good things.. (EMC)
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Tehillim / Psalms 13

For the end, a Psalm of David. 13:1 How
long, O Lord, wilt thou forget me? for
ever? how long wilt thou turn away thy
face from me? 13:2 How long shall I
take counsel in my soul, having sorrows
in my heart daily? how long shall my
enemy be exalted over me? 13:3 Look
on me, hearken to me, O Lord my
God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep in
death; 13:4 lest at any time mine enemy
say, I have prevailed against him: my
persecutors will exult if ever I should
be moved. 13:5 But I have hoped in
thy mercy; my heart shall exult in thy
salvation. 13:6 I will sing to the Lord
who has dealt bountifully with me, and I
will sing psalms to the name of the Lord
most high. (LXX)

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 13:1-6, The Psalm is introduced as 71277 HKJD? N

2172 “For the choir director. A Psalm of David.” Tehillim / Psalms 13 is introduced simply as a psalm of
David for the choir director to be sung as a song before the Lord. David begins questioning the Lord ask-
ing 397 T°12-NX °A0A | 7IR-TY NX] “I72WA M7 7IR-TY 2 13:1 How long, O Lord? Will You forget me
forever? How long will You hide Your face from me? (NASB) David wonders if the Lord has forgotten him
and whether He will forget him forever? He then asks how long the Lord will hide His face from him. What

did David mean by the hiding of the “face” (7°}2)? The face many times throughout Scripture is the way
in which the “presence” of God is described and is also synonymous with the giving of the Word of God
in the Torah. Let’s study this concept a little further to help us understand what David is thinking when he
asks the Lord why it appears He is hiding his face from him.

Let’s begin by looking at Bereshit / Genesis 3:8. In Bereshit / Genesis 3.8, shortly after the sin of
Adam and Eve (Chava) in the Garden of Eden, the text provides for us the importance of the differences
between the Hebrew and the Aramaic on the presence of God in the Garden of Eden. According to the
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Scriptures, comparing the Hebrew and Aramaic texts, the Hebrew text says “They heard the sound of the
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.” (NASB) and the Aramaic Targum says “And they
heard the sound of the Word of the Lord God walking in the midst of the garden...” In the Targum Onkelos

on 3:8 we read about the Lord walking in the garden as the “Memra (N72°%), Word) of the Lord God.” Here,
the Word walking in the Garden is synonymous with God walking in the cool of the day as it is translated
by the Rabbis of the 1st and 2nd century CE from the Hebrew Scriptures.
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It is interesting to note that the Hebrew Scriptures say “They heard the sound of the Lord God walking...”
Here the Scriptures are providing an anthropomorphic description alluding to God taking the form of a man

to walk in the cool of the garden with two legs. The Aramaic text uses the word “Memra” (X77°1, Word)

suggesting that the Memra (X77°7, Word) took the form of a man and walked in the cool of the garden. This
scripture provides us with a very early description of the Lord, in His Word, walking in the garden making
sounds like one who walks. God’s presence is manifested in His Word (Memra) according to the rabbis of
the first and second centuries.

In the rabbinic literature, the Memra (X7°%, Word) is understood as the creative work of God, and
is the term that is used in the Targum as a reference for the Word of the Lord who goes forth from Heaven
according to Bereshit / Genesis 3:8 (see also Devarim / Deuteronomy 18:19). Also in the Hebrew bible the

Word of the Lord refers to the creative Word as recorded in Tehilim / Psalms 33:6 (WWy1 QW 717 7272
By the word of the Lord the heavens were made). In the Tanakh, the Word of the Lord is also a phrase that
denotes the mitzvot (commandments) being given to Israel (Devarim / Deuteronomy 5:5) and the Scriptures
also state that man does not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the
Lord (Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:3). The Memra also denotes speech addressed to the Patriarchs (Bereshit
/ Genesis 15:1) and to the prophets (Bamidbar / Numbers 12:6). While comparing the Hebrew text with

the Aramaic Targum in the Torah, it is interesting that “The Word” (X77°7, Memra) functions as an angel
or messenger of God. Wherever the Word goes there we find the presence of the Lord. Throughout the
Tanakh, God reveals himself in various ways and in the Aramaic translation specifically though the Memra

(XIM°7), God’s Word. According to Scripture in the Apostolic Writings in the last days, God revealed
himself by His Son according to Hebrews 1:1-2 IToAvpep®g kai moAvtpdnwg mdlat 6 6e0g AaAnoag Toig
TIATPAOLY £V TOIG IPOPHTALG T E0XATOV TAV HHEP®V TOVTWV EAGANOEV NIV €V VI, OV EOnkev kKAnpovopov
navtwy, 8t ol kai énoinoev tovg aibvag: (1:1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets
in many portions and in many ways, 1:2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed
heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. NASB). In Bereshit / Genesis 3.8, the presence
of the Lord is revealed to us as one who walks in the garden as a man walks, and the Rabbinic translation
(Aramaic) states this is the Word of God. As we move on through the Scriptures, we read the Lord stating
that His presence will go with His people, according to the Abrahamic covenant.
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Summary of the Abrahamic Covenant

Bereshit / Genesis 12:1-3
1. Make you a great nation (2173 *ix7 JWYR)).
I will Bless you (7272K)).
Make your name great in order to be a blessing (71272 171°7) IW 7773X)).
Bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you (XX 7772727 7°2727 7272R)).
All the families will be blessed in you (T2TXI NNOYH 92 72 13721).

wohwN

Bereshit / Genesis 22:17-18
1. Greatly bless you (772X 772-°2).
2. Multiply your seed (F¥I-NX 727IX).
3. Your seed shall possess the gates of your enemies (172X YW DX Y77 WIN).
4. In your seed all the nations of the earth are blessed (Y87 °>33 92 ¥712 127207)).

Bereshit / Genesis 26:3-4
1. Promise of God’s presence and blessing (772V 720R)) “I will be with you.”
2. Land given to Yitzchak and his seed (N¥IX7-22-NX 1AK Y171 77-9).
3. Covenant of Avraham continues through Yitzchak and his seed (YR AY2W3-NY DR
TPIX DIIIR? "NYIVI).
4. Multiply his descendants (2% °22133 F¥II-NX N°277)).
5. By your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed (Y87 *>i3 92 7¥712 127207)).

Bereshit / Genesis 28:13-14
1. The land is given to Yaakov and his seed (F¥7171 T3IAR 77 2V 20V 70K WK 7IRD).
2. Promised the seed will be like the dust of the earth and spread out (YX7 792 Y771 727)
) DY),
3. Inyou and in your seed all the families of the earth will be blessed (NMBWN-72 72 12721
WD TR,

In Parashat Va’era (Shemot / Exodus 6:2-9:35), the word XX (Va’era) meaning “and I appeared”
declares that Moshe saw the physical manifestation of God and this word indicates that the Lord appeared
unto Moshe, where the very presence of God made His power available to deliver His people. The Lord
God spoke to Moshe saying :0:77 *RYTi1 KD 7370 007 278 PR3 2pY-O8) PON-78 D702R-28 RIN) 2 6:3
and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, Lord (YHVH), I did not
make Myself known to them. (NASB) The Lord is declaring here that He is revealing Himself in a new way
to His people. In the opening verses we read the reiteration of the covenant promise >0°72-NX “Nnpg 03) 7
T2 1-OWR DI YOR DX TWID YOR-NX 077 NNY 0RR 6:4 ‘I also established My covenant with them,
to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned. (NASB) and the promise that we will be
His people and He will be our God (22128 717 °IX °2 0AYT™) 0o79KY 022 °N°01 vy °2 2anX ARy 7
109731 N0 NoRn DNX X¥IRT). God tells Moshe and Aaron to go to the sons of Israel and to Pharaoh
and bring the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt. These sons of Israel, the heads of the Father’s house-
holds are listed in Shemot / Exodus 6:14-26. The Lord declares that He will harden Pharaoh’s heart so that
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His signs and wonders will be multiplied in Egypt for the purpose of declaring His glory and power (7:1-4).
In Parashat Shemot (Shemot / Exodus 1:1-6:1), Moshe asked to know God’s Name. Towards the end

of the book of Exodus in Parashat Ki Tisa (Shemot / Exodus 30:11-34:35) Moshe asks the Lord this time
saying :9722-NX N1 PIXT MR 110 33:18 Then Moses said, ‘I pray You, show me Your glory!’ (NASB);
note that the Hebrew text says “and said show me now your glory.” The Lord God shows Moshe His glory
and while doing so he declares TDI1-27) Q9K TN 1337) DI PR 7377 | 737 RPN 1I9-0¥ | A3 2y
DPYRY-2Y D713 "13-79) D33-79 NI 1Y | TP R X9 D) XY W) 1Y N1 209787 700 M1 T i)
ANRY XN TR0 YR 10 1:0°Y20-98) 346 Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed,
‘The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness
(Grace, 7077) and truth; 34:7 who keeps lovingkindness (Grace, 7Q1]) for thousands, who forgives iniquity,
transgression and sin, yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers
on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” 34:8 Moses made haste to
bow low toward the earth and worship. (NASB) Here the Lord God Almighty describes Himself and His
divine attributes which we find reiterated throughout scripture (Bamidbar / Numbers 14:18, Nehemiah 9:17,
Tehilim / Psalms 103:8,17, 145:8, Jeremiah 32:18-19, Joel 2:13, and Jonah 4:2). Note that what God says
about himself falls within the context of Parashat Ki Tisa on the sin of idolatry by the children of Yisrael and
their breaking the newly established covenant with the Lord. In Parashat Ki Tisa, the children of Yisrael
failed to recognize the covenant they had made with the Lord as it says in Shemot / Exodus 20:3 7%7-X? 3
2219-9Y DK 09 77 “You shall have no other gods before Me.” The people demanded that Aaron make
gods to go before them (32:7 | Q1P 179X 1R TIIR-2¥ QY7 209%) N07-12 D72 AW Wwa- oy R R
112 M7= 29T K2 D280 PIND P WK WORT MY | 2102 1197 199 WK DTN 12-710Y) This was
a great sin but yet God fulfilled His promise, in the midst of the sin of the people and the Lord gives Moshe
a fresh revelation of His glory by the manifestation of His presence in the cloud. According to Shemot /
Exodus 34.1-5 the Lord descended in the cloud and stood there with him (Moshe) (345, 73v2 73717 772 1
1T QW2 RIPA QY MY 2¥°07)) Here the cloud (71V) is associated with the very presence of God. It is
interesting that looking at this verse in Shemot / Exodus 34:5 it says “and descended YHVH in the cloud
and ‘stood before’ with him there, and proclaimed in the name of YHVH.” Based on the structure of the
sentence, the one proclaiming the name is God Himself. The context indicates that the Lord God’s presence
descended (His glory descended) and He proclaimed His own Name which consists of the attributes charac-
teristic with the promises that were made to the Patriarchs. In Shemot / Exodus 34:6 God says 1372 723°1 1
MR TRT-27) 28R TN 130 2N R 730 | 730 X2 VI8-9Y | 34:6 Then the Lord passed by in fiont of
him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding
in lovingkindness (Grace, 79]) and truth; (NASB) there is a doubling of God’s Name. The repetition of the
Name tells the listener to stop and reflect on the meaning and the description that follows. The meaning of
God’s Name was first revealed in Shemot / Exodus 3:14 the Lord said WX M8 mwn-28 0708 R 7
107K IV TR DRI 0327 RN D MR IR 3:14 God said to Moses, ‘T AM WHO I AM’; and He
said, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.”* (NASB) God says to Moshe “I AM
WHO [ AM” the meaning of the name translated from the first person of the verb i1°77 (to be) refers to God’s
life giving existence, the Lord is self existent, He exists and depends upon no one and nothing except His
own will! In the attributes God lists of Himself in Shemot / Exodus 34, His compassion was demonstrated
in Shemot / Exodus 32:14 and His being favorable is demonstrated in 33:/2-17 the process in which Moshe
seeks to find favor and God agrees with Him. His slowness to grow angry is attested too in Parashat Ki
Tisa and in Shemot / Exodus 14:11-12. All of these things describe His unchanging love and reliability that
is demonstrated in the discussion Moshe has with the Lord and being able to plead on behalf of the people.
The cancelation (forgiveness) of the people’s disobedience with the golden calf is consistent with what God
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says DWHW-9Y 0°12 °32-7¥) 0°12-2¥ NIaR 13y | 7PD np XD A1) IRum YD) 1Y XY 2°07K7 700 %)
D°Y27-9Y) 34:7 who keeps lovingkindness (Grace, 197) for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression
and sin;...” The Lord revealed Himself in His works and relationship with His people and proclaimed that
in this relationship His presence would be in the midst of the congregation of people..

Studying the “presence of God” throughout the Scriptures, the Hebrew Bible uses the word for
“face” to indicate that a person is present. This is done so that we may understand that the person being

spoken of is present and that this is not a servant or representative. For example in 2 Samuel 17:11°3 X>
12722 0°277 701931 207 223-5Y-TWR 29D YW IRI-TYY 170 ORIWI-22 OV NOK? (ORI AYY? 17:11 ‘But I
counsel that all Israel be surely gathered to you, from Dan even to Beersheba, as the sand that is by the sea
in abundance, and that you personally go into battle. (NASB) Here the text translates as “you personally

go into battle”” where the phrase “you personally” is translated from the word 7°]91 meaning “and your
face.” In Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:37 we read 13932 TR VIR WII2 1027 THAR-NN 23R %3 1Ny 10
109731 9737 192 4:37 ‘Because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them.

And He personally brought you from Egypt by His great power, (NASB) Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:37 it is
written that “He (God) personally” brought Yisrael out of Egypt. The Hebrew text says literally “with His

face” (1°192). In Parashat Ki Tisa we read in Shemot / Exodus 33:13-15 Y2 17 °DRY¥R R1-OX 7py) 2
0 177 IMIT) 022712 MY T I D ToY °2 XD TIYR T0-REON WP TYIX) T277-08 X3 T
IR NHYR-DR 02277 70319 PR-OR 1R N 33:13 ‘Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found favor in Your
sight, let me know Your ways that I may know You, so that I may find favor in Your sight. Consider too, that

this nation is Your people.” 33:14 And He said, ‘My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.’
33:15 Then he said to Him, ‘If Your presence does not go with us, do not lead us up from here. (NASB) Here

Moshe requests or asks for the presence of the Lord to go with them. God said ?[’2 NIm 19 719 RN
“and said my face will go with you and give you rest” translating “face” as “presence” (°12). Moshe goes

on to say that if your “face/presence” 7°}2 does not go with them do not lead them from there.
In the book of Bamidbar / Numbers, God promises to speak to Moshe from between the Cheru-

bim upon the Ark of the testimony (25:22, 032737 3¢ 1°21 D997 Hyn AR °A2T) oW 17 °A7Yin 2D
ORI 032-58 INIR TN WWR-D2 DR NTYT 1IOR-9Y WR). Later on in the scriptures, the Cherubim are
used as a reference to the presence of God as shown in the following verses: Bamidbar / Numbers 7:89
"W a0 NIV TIR-7Y WK D792 29 X 1270 2P0-NK Y K 1277 TYin Y9R-2% Ay Xap vo
YR 2T 0°27027 7:89 Now when Moses went into the tent of meeting to speak with Him, he heard the
voice speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the testimony, from between the two
cherubim, so He spoke to him. (NASB) 1 Samuel 4.4 the Scriptures say N\ QWn I oW Qv n2w» 7
103793 397 D°IPRT N2 1ITR-0Y VHY-°312 3 av) 002030 AW NIRIN M-N202 13K 4.4 So the people
sent to Shiloh, and from there they carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts who sits above the
cherubim,; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.

(NASB). Isaiah 37:16 says NI27nn 935 7727 07287 RIT-NAK 022737 2W° DRI 728 NIRE 7 10

PIRT-NR) DAWT-NXR DY AR YIRT 37:16 ‘O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, who is enthroned above
the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.
(NASB), Tehilim / Psalms 80:2 in the Ketuvim section of the Tanakh says J8X3 371 7187 | 2R 7y 2
:7¥°9I7 023727 28 703 80: 1 Oh, give ear; Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock; You who
are enthroned above the cherubim, shine forth! (NASB), and in Tehillim / Psalms 99:1 we read 797 > X
YIRT 0N DO AW DY WA 99:1 The Lord reigns, let the peoples tremble; He is enthroned above
the cherubim, let the earth shake! (NASB) In each of these cases, God is described as sitting between or
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above the two Cherubim (2°2727) and in the book of Numbers God speaks to Moshe (Bamidbar / Numbers
7:89) from the Ark and between the Cherubim. The mercy seat is the location that is described as the place
of the presence of God. In Ezekiel 10:1-2, Ezekiel has a vision where the Cherubim are described as living
creatures that hold up the throne of God. The Divine presence is written in this way 2¥7 731-7123 0921 7
S 7929 AR-NR ARYR R0T) NYD-NR D27 RN 0027 10N DY 23097 that the “glory of God” (DN
7)7°-7122) ascended from on the Cherub (21727 2¥7) from the threshold of the house and the house was
filled with the cloud and the brightness of the glory of God. It was from upon the Cherub that God’s glory
preceded to the house (temple). This description by Ezekiel is consistent with the description of the Cheru-
bim as the location or place where God speaks from above the Ark of the Covenant. The Cherubim guard
the glory of God. Hebrews 9:5 describes the Cherubim on the Ark as “the Cherubim of glory” (bnepdvw
8¢ avtig XepouPiv §6&ng kataokidlovta T ihaotiplov: ept @V ok 0Ty VOV Aéyely Katd uépog, 9:5 and
above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we cannot now speak
in detail NASB). The description of the Xepovfiv 86&ng “Cherubim of glory” is described as such as a re-

sult of the cloud of glory that rests upon them. As is indicated in Ezekiel’s vision, the 7123 (glory) of God
rose up from the Cherub to the Temple. The Cherubim are placed at each end of the Mercy Seat with their
wings and faces pointed upward and towards each other directing our attention to the center place. This is
the place which is anointed with oil, and the blood of the covenant is placed once a year for atonement from
sin. God’s presence and His Glory that resides in the very place our atonement is made speaks to us that it
i1s God who saves, He is the one who delivers us, He is the one who gives us forgiveness of sins, and it is
by the blood of the covenant that atonement is brought and payment is made for our sins. As it was in the
Garden of Eden, the Cherubim guard the way protecting the way so man would not take from the tree of life
and save himself, we must rely upon the Lord God for our salvation, the Cherubim guard the way on the Ark
of the Covenant to salvation and forgiveness of sins. This reliance upon God for our salvation is consistent
with the Lord bringing His Messiah into this world for the forgiveness of our sins, it is the Lord’s doing, and
by doing this God is glorified.

In Tehillim / Psalms 13, David begins by questioning the Lord asking 1¥3 *I72Wn 717 7IR-7Y 2
237 T°19-NR A0A | TIR-TY 13:1 How long, O Lord? Will You forget me forever? How long will You hide
Your face from me? (NASB) David wonders if the Lord has forgotten him and whether He will forget him
and he asks how long the Lord will hide His face (7°32) from him. David was worried because according
to the Scriptures, God’s presence meant He was there to save him, and David did not know if the Lord was
going to save him and whether He had forgotten him or not.

David had questions on where is the presence of God (/3:17) while writing this Psalm. Tehillim /
Psalm 13:2 states > 20K 017 | MIR-7¥ oni> 22272 190 W02 NIXY MWK MIR-TY X 13:2 How long
shall I take counsel in my soul, Having sorrow in my heart all the day? How long will my enemy be exalted
over me? (NASB) David seeks the counsel of the Lord God Almighty but He is not answering Him. With
David being on the run from Saul, he does not necessarily have the opportunity to go to and spend time

at the Ohel Moed (T¥i% 95X, Tent of Meeting) at Shiloh (I Samuel 4:4). Does God only answer David’s
prayers if he is visiting the Tabernacle or given a word from the Lord from a priest or prophet? In the 400
years preceding up to Yeshua coming into this world, the people of Israel had the same question, “where is
the presence of the Lord?” 1t is recorded in history that the Shekinah glory of God was not manifest in the
Second Temple, the Scriptures do not record that the presence of God was manifest on the dedication of the
second Temple after the return of the people from Babylonian exile. However, we do know that God was
still working in the lives of the people and in John 1:1 we read the function of the creative Word of God, Ev
apxi v 6 Aoyog, kai 0 Adyog fv Ttpog TOV Bedv, kai Bedg Ny 6 Adyoq. “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” When the Apostle John wrote his gospel, he was aware of
the “Memra” (°7°R, Word, Adyog, Logos) and its use in the Tanach (Torah, Neviim, Ketuvim) found within
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the Aramaic translations. In the oral tradition on the holy Scriptures (the Aramaic translation), the Memra
is considered to be equal (synonymous) with God. Note that the “Word of the Lord” (“Memra of Adonai”)
is used in substitution for the “Melach Adonai” the “Angel of the Lord” in many places throughout the To-
rah in the Targum Onkelos (see Parashat Bereshit). The author of the Aramaic translation was saying that
the “Memra of God” (“Word of God”) is the very presence of the Lord God Himself. Take the example of
the Memra walking in the Garden of Eden as God (i.e. the comparison of the Targum with the Hebrew text
from sefer Bereshit / Genesis 3:8). The Aramaic translation states “the Memra of Adonai Elohim walking
in the garden” (RDI32 72377 D728 7 RINN) whereas its Hebrew counterpart states “the YHVH Elohim
walking in the garden” (132 72307 D128 71371%). In addition to this, the Memra (XJ7°%) is through whom
the covenant is established when examining he Scriptures in Bereshit / Genesis 17:7. Therefore, the people
who were told about the Torah in the first century, and later read from the Targumim (the Aramaic transla-
tions of the Torah) understood that the Memra was and is the Word of the living God. By writing about the
Word (Logos, A6yog) of God, John was portraying the Messiah as both being a messenger from God who
simultaneously shared the very nature of the Lord God Almighty Himself. John 1:14 goes on to say “Sarx
egeneto” (0ap& éyéveto) meaning “flesh became,” the Apostle John is saying the Word of God put on flesh,
meaning He became a man. It says that by taking on flesh, the Word of God “eskenosen” (¢oxrvwoev)
tented, tabernacle, made His dwelling, or pitched His tent. The words of John the Apostle echo (allude to)

sefer Shemot / Exodus 25:9 and God’s promise to tabernacle with His people (-X?) 023in32 *12¥n *And)
02NN W91 Y¥aN). InJohn I we can see the thought process come full circle in the prophetic covenant God
was going to make according to Vayikra / Leviticus 26:11-12 and Jeremiah 31:31-34. The Hebrew transla-

tion of the Greek text in John 1.:14 says W2 1°71 1277 which translates as “the Word became flesh”” mean-

ing that the Word (X7°7%, Memra) put on flesh like the wearing of clothing and then 113102 12W™ “yishcon
betocheinu” meaning that when the Memra (Word) put on flesh, He dwelled, or tabernacle (yishcon) in
our midst “betocheinu.” The presence of God come into the midst of the congregation of Israel. In addi-
tion to this, Yeshua acknowledged that He is the light saying Eyw eipt 10 @@ 100 kdéouov “I am the light
of the world” in John 8:12. He also said that einev ovv adtoig 6 Tnoodg, "Ett ukpov xpdvov 10 ¢d¢ év DUV
E0TLY. TIEPITIATEITE WG TO PG EXETE, Tva uf| okoTiot DUAG KaTaAdPn: kai 6 mepmatdv v Tf) okoTig ovk oidev
noD VIdyel. WG TO PG EXETE, TOTEVETE €iG TO PAG, tva viol PwTog Yévnobe. Tadta éNdAnoev Tnoods, kai
aneAOwv expOPn ar’ avt@v. “A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest
darkness overtake you, he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the light,
believe in the light, that you may become sons of light” (John 12:35-36). As the light of the world, Yeshua
brought the salvation of God into the world and revealing to us the meaning of the presence of God in our
lives. Yeshua made atonement for us and provides us with the continual presence of God in our lives!

Reading Tehillim / Psalms 13:2,>2% 0177 | mIX-7¥ @n¥> 22272 13 *WH13 NiXy MUK MR-V 3
29y 13:2 How long shall I take counsel in my soul, Having sorrow in my heart all the day? How long will
my enemy be exalted over me? (NASB) Today, we have the counsel of God in the Name of Yeshua the Mes-
siah. The enemy is thrown down, defeated, and conquered. But even in the midst of the salvation God has
brought in Yeshua, in this life we still have trouble. Have you ever wondered whether God has forgotten you
or has hidden His face for you? Have you ever wondered why the Lord seems to let us walk through trouble
in live alone? The reason is the Lord tarries so that we will seek Him and walk by faith. David had to walk
in faith that the Lord would save him from his enemies. In Tehillim / Psalms 13:1 it appears he is looking
for the Lord to physically manifest His presence to confirm that He has heard his prayer; however, the Lord
tarries in order to increase David’s faith. Consider if you are seeking an answer from the Lord today and do
not hear from Him, it may be that God is working to increase your faith.

If the Lord does not answer him, David says that it will be as if he lays down with the dead, based

upon what He says in Tehillim / Psalms 13:3, :NR7 TWPR-12 1Y 7R 728 772 0y 7023 7 13:3 Con-
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sider and answer me, O Lord my God,; Enlighten my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, (NASB) David

says that if the Lord does not answer him, he will lay down with or dwell with death (N)273 J7%°X). Here we
can see the desperate cry to seek answers asking the Lord to consider what is happening, how his enemies
are coming against the righteous and to provide an answer for, to enlighten the eye, to reveal or show that
He is there to save him. The enemies of God boast when they strike down the people of God. On the other
hand, as the people of God, what does Scripture say we should do when we see our enemy fall? King Solo-
mon wrote in Mishley / Proverbs 24:17 2727 23-9% 20223 mpwn-o% [720IK] 322K 9932 1 24:17 Do
not rejoice when your enemy falls, And do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles; (NASB). In addition
to this, Solomon said in Mishley / Proverbs 25:21-22 :0°% InpWa Xn¥-OR) D07 37287 IRIW 2¥7-0% XD
$2-09W 73 SWRI-2Y 0N AR 20903 09 23 25:21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; And if
he is thirsty, give him water to drink; 25:22 For you will heap burning coals on his head, And the Lord will
reward you. (NASB) Reading these verses from David’s son Solomon, our attitude and response towards
our enemies is to be different because we are a holy people. David questions the Lord on the lack of appar-
ent action against the wickedness that is around him. He is frustrated with the problems on the attack of his
enemies and the seemingly inconsistency with the righteous character of God. The Lord is patient with the
wicked and does not intervene for two reasons, the first reason is so we are able to look back and see God’s
hand in our deliverance, the second is to show mercy and allow time for the wicked to repent of their ways
and turn to Him. We should not ask for or demand judgment from God against our enemies; we should seek
the Lord to work in the heart of our enemies and to move them to repent and seek the one true living creator
God.

According to Hebrews 12:11 we read a commentary on how God disciplines His children. A contrast
is made between the earthly father and our Father who is in heaven.

Hebrews 12:6-17

12:6 For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He
receives.’ 12:7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons, for what
son is there whom his father does not discipline? 12:8 But if you are without discipline,
of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 12:9
Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them, shall we not
much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? 12:10 For they disciplined us for a
short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share
His holiness. 12:11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet
to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
12:12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, 12:13 and
make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint,
but rather be healed. 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which
no one will see the Lord. 12:15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God, that no
root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; 12:16 that there be
no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal. 12:17
For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected,
for he found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears. (NASB)

56V yap ayand kUpiog maldevel, paotryoi 8¢ mavta viov 6v mapadéyeTau. “ei moudeioy UmopéveTe:
W6 vioi§ VuIv mpooépetar 0 Oedg: TiS yap vIog Ov 00 madever atThp; el 8¢ ywpis éoTe maudeing
16 uétoyor yeybdvaory mavres, dpa vobor kel ovy viol éote. *eltar TOUG PV TAG 0APKOG UV
natépag eiyopey moudevtag Kol évetpemopeda: ov moAd [8¢] paAdov vmotaynoduedu T@
naTpl TOV TVEVUATWY Kol (Hoopev; oi uév yap mpog oAiyag fuépag kati 10 Sokodv adToiG
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According to these Scriptures, the Lord allows trouble and affliction in our lives for our good. The writer
of Hebrews says 12:11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who
have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. (NASB) God’s correction, our
sorrow 1in affliction, these things lead to the fruit of righteousness. In Tehillim / Psalms 13:5 we see David
summarizes the sins of his adversaries saying 0% ¥ 17732 2% N7 SR WAK-1D 11 13:4 And my enemy
will say, ‘I have overcome him,’ And my adversaries will rejoice when I am shaken. (NASB) Our enemies
rejoice, they have pride in their evil desires and their evil actions. They boast of the cravings of their hearts,
pride leads to drunkenness, immorality, and destruction. The wicked show their approval of evil and sin and
approve of other’s sin and worse bless the sins of others. The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 1:32 saying
32oitiveg 10 Sikaiwpa Tod Beod émyvovTeg, 0Tt oi Td ToladTa TpdocovTeg détot Bavdtov eioiv, o0 pdvov adta
notodoty AN kal ovvevdokodoty Toig mpdooovotv. [:32 and although they know the ordinance of God,
that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty ap-
proval to those who practice them. (NASB) Was Paul thinking of the Psalm of David, that such people revile
the Lord (7ehillim / Psalms 10:3) and deny the providence of God (7ehillim / Psalms 10:5-6)?

Despite the plans of the wicked, the Lord indeed continues to reign on high. David realizes this and
by faith he believes that the Lord has the power to overcome his enemies. This is the reason for his plea to
the Lord and for the final statement of the Tehillim / Psalm saying JDYIW°2 27 230 *AN0A 770032 | IR

9Y 913 03 M AWRI3:5 But I have trusted in Your lovingkindness, My heart shall rejoice in Your
salvation. 13:6 I will sing to the Lord, Because He has dealt bountifully with me. (NASB) In Tehillim /
Psalms 13, we learn that though David questions the Lord on whether He is unconcerned with the unjust
situation that he is encountering, God’s intervention is not always obvious. The Lord is in fact at work in
times of trouble, we know this because God lives in righteousness and justice, He hears the desire of the
afflicted (7Tehillim / Psalms 10:17) and defends the fatherless and the oppressed (7ehillim / Psalms 10:18).
The Lord holds in balance His patience toward the wicked and His mercy toward the helpless. Therefore,
in the Lord we wait anxiously for the day of deliverance from our enemies. As David praises the Lord in
the mercy and grace of God, we are also to trust in the mercy and grace of the Lord God Almighty. Accord-
ing to the Apostle John, in / John 3:14 he writes "*fjpeig oidapev 6t petaPePrikapev €k Tod Bavarov eig v
(wny, 6tL ayandpev Tovg AdeA@ovG: O un dyan@v pévet év 1@ Bavatw. 3:14 We know that we have passed
out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death. (NASB) The Lord
God Almighty, in His mercy, sent Yeshua the Messiah, to save us from sin. It is only in the Messiah that we
are able to pass out of death into life and to love one another, especially our enemies. In Christ we become
members of the body of believers, and love one another. Such love can only come from the Lord above, this
is the meaning of being born from above, the Lord working in our hearts to trust in His mercy and rejoice in
His Salvation. Let’s Pray!
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Heavenly Father,

We know sometimes that you tarry for our own good. The Scriptures this week speak of how David
believes you love the righteous and the upright in heart. Help us to set our hearts to the pursuit of holiness
and righteousness. Help us to be good to others as a testimony to your lovingkindness Lord. Thank You for
Your mercies You have shown us each day. In Your Son Yeshua, we have the hope of eternal life. In Your
Son we see Your salvation, Your deliverance, and how all glory goes to You as Lord of all. Help us to trust
in You Lord as we wait patiently on your deliverance during times of trial. We believe in the Righteous work
Yeshua did upon the cross to make atonement for our sins. As we continue to live and dedicated our lives to
You, fill us with Your presence Lord and thank You for revealing these truths to our hearts. We praise Your
Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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791 22WO WA TN VW 11277 112 NTRY 71900:
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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