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Why do the wicked Prosper?

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 10:1-18. David begins His Psalm stating 71371 07 X
S1I%2 NIRYY 2°%yA PInN2 ThyR “10:1 Why do You stand afar off, O Lord? Why do You hide Yourself in
times of trouble?”” (NASB) Pride is not the way of the righteous, pride and arrogance set themselves up
against the Lord and prevents one from receiving help from the Lord. | JiX3] &3 ¥ NXIY 717 DX 2
SNRIY NI297N 991 ¥ 777) 8:13 “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way
And the perverted mouth, | hate. (NASB) David goes on to say that N¥2173 | 3WoR° *1¥ P27° yWI-NMRaa 2
1320 37 10:2 In pride the wicked hotly pursue the afflicted; Let them be caught in the plots which they have
devised. (NASB) The wicked pursue in their pride, the wicked gives praise in the desire of his soul (277
WD MKRP-2Y Y1) and the greedy man curses and spurns the Lord (717 | X3 772 ¥¥323). The reason that
the wicked and greedy spurn and cruse the Lord is because in their arrogance they do not seek Him (Y27 7
PNINM-22 DOOR PR WIT-22 198 7233). In such people, is there any hope of mercy? David continues to
describe the wicked, the wicked do not know the judgments of God (His commandments), in his pride he
says “l will not be moved throughout all generations, | will not be in adversity/evil”” (177 LinR-72 1292 K
Y2-X2 WX 77)). The mouth of the wicked is full of curses, deceit, and oppression and his tongue knows
only mischief and wickedness. He sits in wait to attack the unsuspecting, and in hiding places to kill the in-
nocent. His eyes watch for the unfortunate so as to lay hold of him like the lion does to his prey. The wicked
cause the afflicted to fall down and is full of unspeakable acts of unrighteousness. This is possible because
the wicked man says God will not see it (10:11), and the Lord will not require it of me (10:13). David calls
out to the Lord saying :[2°1¥] 0°°1¥ NaWA-9X 770 XW3 2% 717 773 2° 10:12 Arise, O Lord; O God, lift
up Your hand. Do not forget the afflicted. (NASB) David knows that the Lord has seen the afflicted and asks
that the Lord would 10:15 Break the arm of the wicked and the evildoer, Seek out his wickedness until You
find none. (:X¥nP-22 WYI-UINTR Y] YW P97 DAW 10) David believes in the power of God saying
10:16 The Lord is King forever and ever; Nations have perished from His land. 10:17 O Lord, You have
heard the desire of the humble; You will strengthen their heart, You will incline Your ear 10:18 To vindicate
the orphan and the oppressed, So that man who is of the earth will no longer cause terror. (NASB)

n2y  Hebrew IR Aramaic eMnvikog  Greek

5 299 291N 950 > P 792w "ae | YAAMOI 10

D9y PINN2 TAYR T AN X[ M2 Mmbn pna opn M e X i?tsl ;VZ Tié:ﬁgiad?imﬂ;a% AH“';P(;?;;
tpiat fper 10:

P?T 37‘471'“18,3;3 282 mmf? M2 MDXA 3 RNPY IPY? TR év pugtcimspr]cpavsf')soqeal r(‘)v\P aoefi

% 900 T Ninma [ Feom vy | XM NN RV PO RV | gymyoiterar 6 mrexos ovMapBavovial

YY1 WH1 NIRA-DY YW 995-79 3 1723717 12Wn 07 KT 117 XN2°212 | gy Stapovliog olg Sahoyifovrar 10:3

e e e e e | TR 2 2 XYW MANWRT 200 [ S émawveltar 6 apaptedds v taig

B8 AR YY) T | TR R PO PR RMPY K123 T1anT mwss | Embupials The yuxfic avTod kal 6 ddikdv

:-Ismmm_b? D’ﬂbN X W"W:?—b;l o %vteu)\oyeiro'u 10:4‘na\pcbﬁt~>vsv r(‘)~v K}')pl(jv

0 apaptwAog kata 1o MAR00g TG 0pYiig

P23 K27 2792 ) KA9K y2n° XD avtod ovk éx{nTioet ovk €0ty O Bedg
nawnn .[11-‘513 M 0P | évaomov adtod

Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry 1



ny-222 | [277] P7737m 7
PIIN-22 TR TYIWR 017
ViNR-72 9272 MR 1002 1D
TR T VI2-KD WK T T
23S nan 0 ninn ’9n 3
O°I%0 202 | 3 1NN Ry
2707 YPY P X0 0non2
TIRI | 7A0R2 2RV AI1BY

1y Ao 1y Aivg? 39N 7903
[F27] 727 °:iAwn3 w2
21] DR290 1INY2 790 W)
MY 1272 MY X :[DX2
TIY37 X232 112 A9 X
-OX AT RPN AT e
-2y ¥ :[03y] 073y nawn
1293 N TR | YU PRI |

| TAR-"2 ANRY T WD KD
T2Y T3 P07 030 | 092 7Y
iy ng | nAR oin n9%n 2Ty
-W'ﬁw vy m;ij 3_711] 'T:lt;/' 0
T2 TUT TV IRYHN-22 WY

1> :9XRD 0293 1728 TV oYY
D27 1°20 717 YRV 013y NIXA
771090 VBY? I IR WRR
-1 WK YOY? 79V 7oi-22
T

TR0 17OV 922 7RI PPN 1
NPWA 932 P9ap N TOPT T
77272 77°2252 0 Y N AW

T W2 72971 779 7T VIR KD
=91 99091 991 P19 PUI? RNMA
My MIXYY W% NINn RNPH
RNI7 RONNT M2 200 1P
X>31°3077 1V 7IRIT 210P° ROMI02
TRV PRDY B WY
N°1Y WHNIMY 11127 0N KON

S PNTXNA TN ROV won
JROIY MM 73PN D190 MW 79T
WINR 7172792 77°2272 % XD

25 PRbYY oI RY 19N 0 RIR
X7 J7° V1AW 2 RITOR T 2P
PO 7 210 X Iy Swan
YaNN XY 71°2272 1 RAVR RYOWA
NIRT 207 TP 23 70 :vann
aYON RYOWI DY 1371 MY MR
X278 R0 RIAR 29wnb 90N
NIX QN T NN2I0° TRV 7702
TIIVITR 720 W0 DTV NI DR

X7 PINYWI 1WAN WO WWIT
RonDY YL o M T0 oW
RN 10 SPYIRD HAY N7 172X
T TRTR YONW CINNYT NAA
NIMHEL 737K Y9N NIaL PRnn
7°01° K7 12011 RO an° 17N
Q7P M XI2ANKR? KXW °12 290 T
IRYIN YW

10:5 Pefnrodvrat ai 680t adtod év mavTi
Kalp® avtavatpeital Td Kpipatd cov ano
TPOOWTOV adTOD MAVTWV TOV EXOpdv
avtod katakvpievoet 10:6 ginev yap év
Kapdia avtod ov pn cakevd® &mo yevedg
elg yeveav dvev kakod 10:7 o0 apdg
TO oTOHa avTOD Yyépel kol TKpiag Kol
doAov VO TV yA@ooav adtod KOTOG
Kai movog 10:8 éykdOntat €védpa petd
TAOVCIWV €V ATOKPLPOLG  ATTOKTEIVAL
aBdov oi o@Balpol avtod eig TOV
névnta anoPAémovoty 10:9 évedpevel év
ATOKPLPW WG Aéwv v T navdpa adTod
évedpevel TOD Apmdoal TTwXOV dpmaoat
TTOXOV £€v T® EAkvoat avtdv 10:10 &v Tf
nayidt avToD TAMEVWOEL ADTOV KOWEL
Kal meogital v @ avTOV Katakvpledoat
TV eviTov 10:11 elnev yap &v kapdiq
avtod émAénotal 6 Bedg dméotpeyey
T0 MpéowTNoV adTod TOD pi| PAémerv
eig Téhog 10:12 avaotnOL kvple O Bedg
dywbntw 1 Xelp cov ur EmA&On TOV
neviiTwy 10:13 Evekev Tivog mapwiuvev
O doePng tov Bedv elmev yap &v kapdia
avtod ovk ék{ntnoer 10:14 PAémelg
4Tl ob movov kal Bupov Kkatavoelg Tod
napadodvar advtodg eig Xeipdg oov ool
obv éykatalélemtal 6 TTwXOG OpPAveH
ob foBa Ponbdv 10:15 odvtpuyov TOV
Bpayiova tod apapTwAod kal movnpod
{nmOnoetor N auaptia adtod kai ov
ur evpediy O avtv 10:16 Pacthedoet
KUPLOG €i¢ TOV aidva Kal €i¢ TOV aidva
ToD ai®vog amoleiobe £€0vn €k TG YAG
avtod 10:17 thv émbupiav TV mevtwy
elonkovoev KVpLOG TNV ETolaciav Tig
kapdiag adT@V TMPOCEcXeV TO 00G GOV
10:18 kpival OpQav®d Kal Tamelvd tva pr
npoodf] €1t Tod peyadavyelv dvBpwmog
Emi TG YRS

Tehillim / Psalms 10 does not begin as the previous Psalms with an introductory line that describes
the purpose of the Psalm. Immediately, David begins asking the Lord 2°72¥n PiNN2 TA¥A 7Y 707 X
;71783 NPy 10:1 Why do You stand afar off, O Lord? Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble? (NASB)
Why does the Lord seem to hide Himself in times of calamity (-17%2 NIAY? 2°7¥N)? The Aramaic trans-

lation (Targum Pseudo Jonathan) states :XNPY >17°¥% W TP 71712 920N P°RN2 20 M aah X 10:1
Why, O Lord, will you stand afar off, hide yourself in the dwelling of the holy ones in the times of distress?
(EMC) The Aramaic translation indicates that the Lord moves to and fro, remaining in the dwelling place
(the Tabernacle) and leaving the dwelling place when He comes to help His people. This is similar to Da-
vid’s words according to Tehillim / Psalms 7:7 that states :7123% 21727 1°2¥) 722500 2°KR? N1 1 7:7
Let the assembly of the peoples encompass You, And over them return on high. (NASB) drawing a parallel
to the congregation of Israel encamped surrounding the Lord in the wilderness (Bamidbar / Numbers 2).

The Scriptures indicate that the congregation of people surround (7322300) the Lord and the Lord will return
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on high (or to Heaven, 017%7). This suggests that when the Lord helps he descends from Heaven and His
presence is manifested in the midst of the people. This was the very thing that happened in the Lord mani-
festing Himself as a pillar of cloud during the day and fire at night. David concluded that “judgment was
commanded” by God. When the Lord does not make manifest His presence, it appears that He is hiding in

the tabernacle until a specified time of His choosing.

Tehillim / Psalms 10

10:1 Why do You stand afar off, O Lord?
Why do You hide Yourself in times of trou-
ble? 10:2 In pride the wicked hotly pursue
the afflicted; Let them be caught in the plots
which they have devised. 10:3 For the wick-
ed boasts of his heart’s desire, And the greedy
man curses and spurns the Lord. 10:4 The
wicked, in the haughtiness of his counte-
nance, does not seek Him. All his thoughts
are, ‘There is no God.” 10:5 His ways prosper
atall times; Your judgments are on high, out of
his sight; As for all his adversaries, he snorts
at them. 10:6 He says to himself, ‘I will not
be moved; Throughout all generations I will
not be in adversity.” 10:7 His mouth is full of
curses and deceit and oppression; Under his
tongue is mischief and wickedness. 10:8 He
sits in the lurking places of the villages; In the
hiding places he kills the innocent; His eyes
stealthily watch for the unfortunate. 10:9 He
lurks in a hiding place as a lion in his lair;
He lurks to catch the afflicted; He catches
the afflicted when he draws him into his net.
10:10 He crouches, he bows down, And the
unfortunate fall by his mighty ones. 10:11 He
says to himself, ‘God has forgotten; He has
hidden His face; He will never see it.” 10:12
Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up Your hand. Do
not forget the afflicted. 10:13 Why has the
wicked spurned God? He has said to himself,
“You will not require it. 10:14 You have seen
it, for You have beheld mischief and vexation
to take it into Your hand. The unfortunate
commits himself to You; You have been the
helper of the orphan. 10:15 Break the arm
of the wicked and the evildoer, Seek out his
wickedness until You find none. 10:16 The
Lord is King forever and ever; Nations have
perished from His land. 10:17 O Lord, You
have heard the desire of the humble; You will
strengthen their heart, You will incline Your
ear 10:18 To vindicate the orphan and the op-
pressed, So that man who is of the earth will
no longer cause terror. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 10

10:1 Why, O Lord, will you stand afar off, hide
yourself in the dwelling of the holy ones in the
times of distress? 10:2 In brutality the wick-
ed man will pursue the poor man; they will be
caught in the scheme that they plotted to carry
out. 10:3 For the wicked man is praised for the
craving of his soul; he who blesses the violent
man abhors the word of the Lord. 10:4 The
wicked man in the grossness of his spirit will
not seek God, and he will say in his heart that his
thoughts are not manifest in the presence of the
Lord. 10:5 His ways prosper at all times; your
judgments are far from his sight; he will rebuke
all his oppressors. 10:6 He will say in his heart,
“I will not be shaken from doing evil for all
generations.” 10:7 His mouth is curses, full of
guile and deceit; under his tongue is misery and
falsehood. 10:8 He will sit in the hiding places
of the courtyards; in secret places he will kill the
innocent; he will hide his eyes against the poor.
10:9 He will lie in wait in secret places like a
lion in his covert; he will lie in wait to seize the
poor man; he will seize the poor man when he is
drawn into his trap. 10:10 The poor man will be
crushed, and sink down, and he will fall into the
power of his hiding places. 10:11 He will say
in his heart, “God has forgotten, he has hidden
his face, he does not see forever.” 10:12 Arise,
O Lord, fulfill the oath of your hand, do not
forget the humble. 10:13 Why has the wicked
man abhorred God? He will say in his heart, “It
will not be sought after.” 10:14 It is manifest in
your presence, because you will inflict misery
and wrath upon the wicked man; look carefully
to pay a good reward to the righteous by your
hand; the poor will place their hope on you;
you have been a helper to the orphan. 10:15
Break the arm of the wicked; and let the evil
seek their wickedness, [and] not find it. 10:16
The Lord is king forever and ever; the Gentiles
have perished from his land. 10:17 The desire
of the humble is heard in your presence, O Lord;
strengthen their heart, incline your ear. 10:18 To
judge the orphan and poor man; may the sons of
men not again be shattered before the wicked of
the earth. (EMC)

Tehillim / Psalms 10

10:1 Why standest thou afar off, O Lord?
why dost thou overlook us in times of need,
in affliction? 10:2 While the ungodly one
acts proudly, the poor is hotly pursued:
the wicked are taken in the crafty counsels
which they imagine. 10:3 Because the sinner
praises himself for the desires of his heart;
and the unjust one blesses himself. 10:4 The
sinner has provoked the Lord: according to
the abundance of his pride he will not seek
after him: God is not before him. 10:5 His
ways are profane at all times; thy judgments
are removed from before him: he will gain
the mastery over all his enemies. 10:6 For he
has said in his heart, I shall not be moved,
continuing without evil from generation
to generation. 10:7 Whose mouth is full of
cursing, and bitterness, and fraud: under his
tongue are trouble and pain. 10:8 He lies in
wait with rich men in secret places, in order
to slay the innocent: his eyes are set against
the poor. 10:9 He lies in wait in secret as a
lion in his den: he lies in wait to ravish the
poor, to ravish the poor when he draws him
after him: he will bring him down in his snare.
10:10 He will bow down and fall when he has
mastered the poor. 10:11 For he has said in
his heart, God has forgotten: he has turned
away his face so as never to look. 10:12 Arise,
O Lord God; let thy hand be lifted up: forget
not the poor. 10:13 Wherefore, has the wicked
provoked God? for he has said in his heart, He
will not require it. 10:14 Thou seest it; for thou
dost observe trouble and wrath, to deliver
them into thy hands: the poor has been left to
thee; thou wast a helper to the orphan. 10:15
Break thou the arm of the sinner and wicked
man: his sin shall be sought for, and shall
not be found. 10:16 The Lord shall reign for
ever, even for ever and ever: ye Gentiles shall
perish out his land. 10:17 The Lord has heard
the desire of the poor: thine ear has inclined
to the preparation of their heart; 10:18 to
plead for the orphan and afflicted, that man
may no more boast upon the earth. (LXX)

David then states his case saying :32%77 37 N¥AIN2 | 1WHR? *1W PO YWI-NIRI2 2 10:2 In pride the wicked
hotly pursue the afflicted; Let them be caught in the plots which they have devised. (NASB) It is because
of the “pride, conceit, haughtiness, vanity, loftiness” (N1XA2) of the wicked that one pursues the soul of the
afflicted (YWHA> "1y P?Tj). Note that Aramaic translation states TIIRNY X1V P97° XYW D132 N032 2
272Y°1% 12WN T K17 137 RN9°212 XM2212 10:2 In brutality the wicked man will pursue the poor man; they
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will be caught in the scheme that they plotted to carry out. (EMC) It is in “rudeness, crudity, obscenity,
lewdness, indecency, gracelessness, profanity,” (N1032) that the wicked pursue the poor. It is in obscenity
that the wicked pursue the righteous, and David says :17771 | X3 772 Y¥23 W93 MRA-2Y v H90-2 3
10:3 For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire, And the greedy man curses and spurns the Lord. (NASB)
The Aramaic translation states P17 P77 1170 X123 71227 7PWHI 7337 21730 2V XYW 7ANWRT 2107 3
M7 X1 10:3 For the wicked man is praised for the craving of his soul; he who blesses the violent man
abhors the word of the Lord. (EMC) According to the Aramaic translation, the one who blesses the violent
man abhors the word of the Lord. The Septuagint states 10:3 &1t émauwveital 6 ApapTwAOG &V Taig Embupialg
TG Wuxf¢ adTod Kai 6 adik@v évevloyeitan 10:3 Because the sinner praises himself for the desires of his
heart; and the unjust one blesses himself. (LXX) The unjust man blesses himself which is drawn in parallel
with the praising of himself rather than God. These Scriptures indicate that the wicked “praise” (795 is

upon the ““lust/passion of his soul” (391 NIXA-9Y). The righteous praise the Lord whereas the wicked heap
praises upon themselves in their evil deeds.

The nature of the unrighteous is that in their position they do not seek the Lord. 19X 7213 y¥1 7
PniRTR-22 09N 1R WNT°-2210:4 The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance, does not seek Him.
All his thoughts are, ‘There is no God.” (NASB) The Aramaic translation states that ““he will say in his heart
that his thoughts are not manifest in the presence of the Lord.” (137212 M7° Q7P 123 K27 7192792 M
"Nawnn). The “discretion, thought, or intent” (1°N117) of the wicked that says “there is no God™ ("X

0°77R) is rooted in the pride of life. It is interesting that in 1 John 2:16, the Apostle John wrote that three
things (i) the lust of the flesh, (ii) the lust of the eyes, and (ii1) the boastful pride of life, are not from our
Father in heaven but from the world.

1 John 2:16
2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. (NASB)

16671 mav 10 €v 1@ Koo, 1) Embvpia Tii¢ oapko kai 1 Embvpia TV 69OaApwy kai ) dAalovein
100 Biov, 00Kk E0Tiv €k TOD TATPOG KAA’ €K TOD KOOUOV EOTIV.

According to Tehillim / Psalms 10, the wicked “boast” or “give praise” in the midst of their pride. The
phrase “pride of life” is found only once in the Scriptures located here in 1 John 2:16. However, the concept
of the pride of life is fully developed here in David’s Psalm. John wrote that “pride” is linked to the “lust
of the eyes” and the ““lust of the flesh.”” This draws the connect to the Torah in the temptation of Eve in the
Garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Bereshit / Genesis 3:6, V7 210 3 OwR7 XM I
(IR ARy AYOKRY-03 1AM 2RM P8R npm 20OWaT Yy Tan oYy RIT-TIRD 0] 22817 3:6 When
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was
desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and
he ate. NASB) This is the very same thing that Satan tempted Yeshua with in the wilderness in Matthew
4:8-10. The pride of life is defined as taking praise upon one’s self by the things “of the world,” this leads
to ““arrogance, ostentation, pride in self, presumption, and boasting (praising one’s self).”” According to the
Apostle John and all of Scripture is it clear that anything that produces the “pride of life” comes from a love
of the world and ““if anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15).

The first occurrence of the “pride of life” is found in the temptation in the Garden of Eden, where
Eve (Chavah) was tempted by the serpent to disobey God and eat the forbidden fruit of the tree of knowl-

edge of good and evil. (3377 02728 01°2 °2 DWIOR YT° °2 170D NIR-K? TWRI-ON U0iT w7
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171 230 °¥ 7 0IORI DN 001V IpD1I), 3:4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die! 3:5
‘For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.” NASB) Eve “perceived” (X0, saw) that the fruit was “good for food” (228727 yvia 2iv),
“pleasing to the eye” (2°°Y7 RI7-718N °2)), and “desirable for gaining wisdom” (2°2wa% yyio 7om). It
is interesting to note in Bereshit / Genesis 3:6 the text says “pleasing to the eye” (2°2°¥7 R31-7180 °I))
Using the same word in our Tehillim / Psalm 10 NX¥A meaning “lust/passion of his soul”” ({93 NIXA-2Y).
According to the Scripture (Bereshit / Genesis 3:6), Eve coveted the fruit in three ways. First, it appealed to
her appetite, the “lust of the flesh,” the desire for that which satisfies the physical needs. The English trans-
lation (NASB) states that the fruit was also pleasing or delightful to the eye, but the Hebrew text indicates
that this was literally the *““lust or passion of the eyes.” Finally, Eve perceived that the fruit would make her
wise, giving her something that she did not have before, something that would make her “like God, knowing
the difference between good and evil” (Bereshit / Genesis 3:5). The “pride of life” therefore sets itself up
against God, exactly as the Psalm is stating of the wicked who pursue the soul of the afflicted.

The very nature of the pride of life therefore is anything that exalts one above his/her station and
provides the illusion of control having God-like qualities. This is where one boasts in arrogance, in worldly
wisdom, and against his neighbor or brother. Eve wanted to be like God in her knowledge, not content to
live in a perfect world under His (God’s) perfect design and care for her. Satan attempted to use these same
three temptations on Yeshua during His 40 days in the wilderness (see Matthew 4:1-11). He tempted Yeshua
with the lust of the flesh (i.e. the bread for His hunger Matthew 4:2-3), the lust of the eyes (i.e. “all the king-
doms of the world with their splendor’ Matthew 4:8-9), and the pride of life (i.e. daring Him to cast Himself
from the roof of the Temple in order to prove that He was the Messiah by a display of power that was not part
of the will of God or His plan for the redemption of mankind Matthew 4:5-6). Yeshua however, though He
was “‘tempted in every way, just as we are”” (Hebrews 4:15), resisted the temptation and stood in the Word
of God in victory. The Septuagint states 10:4 mapw&uvev TOV KOpLov 6 ApapTwAOG katd 10 TARB0G TG OpYTiG
avTod ovK ék{ntroeL ovk EoTv 6 Be0g évwmiov avtod 10:4 The sinner has provoked the Lord: according to
the abundance of his pride he will not seek after him: God is not before him. (LXX) Pride will cause a person
to not seek after the Lord because of the self sufficient, independence, arrogant nature of pride itself. This
self sufficient, independent, arrogant nature of pride in and of itself provokes the Lord because this is the
opposite of servant blessing (7172, See Tehillim / Psalms 1 study).

David continues stating :0772 7°9 1°7718-92 17331 9°09Wn i ny-922 | [1°77] 7w
10:5 His ways prosper at all times; Your judgments are on high, out of his sight; As for all his adversaries,
he snorts at them. (NASB) The wicked, their ways appear to prosper at all times. Is the prosperity of the
wicked attractive and desirous? The Psalmist in Tehillim / Psalms 73 speaks of the danger of looking upon
the way of the unrighteous and desiring the what they have.

Tehillim / Psalms 73:1-7

73:1 Surely God is good to Israel, To those who are pure in

AV PR 2Y9°n "%

1 1237 *727 o778 PRI 230 TN ARK7 Tk X
DIWR [129W] 729W TRD °237 [1°03] 101 LR3I
RO T RN DY 0iPY 0059102 nRIp-D )
PR TR PRy2 070N X2 aninh niagan
Y-RY MRS P03 127 1 VAR XY oTR-0y)
1227 NP2Wn MY Py 27 KY T in7 opn

heart! 73:2 But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling,
My steps had almost slipped. 73:3 For I was envious of the
arrogant As I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 73:4 For there
are no pains in their death, And their body is fat. 73:5 They
are not in trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like man-
kind. 73:6 Therefore pride is their necklace; The garment of
violence covers them. 73:7 Their eye bulges from fatness; The
imaginations of their heart run riot. (NASB)

The Psalmist states that he had come close to stumbling (237 [1°03] *103 LY73) and had almost slipped
because he was envious of the arrogant and saw the prosperity of the wicked. Asaf says that the life of the
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wicked, they do not suffer pain in death and their bodies are fat (a reference to being well fed and prosper-
ous). The wicked do not suffer loss and are not plagued like mankind. Because of these things, their pride
is their necklace and the garment of violence covers them, their eyes bulge because of their prosperity and in
their arrogance the imaginations of their heart runs wild. The wicked say to themselves (Tehillim / Psalms

10:6) :¥72-X? WX 771 777 vIRK-22 1222 MR 1 10:6 He says to himself, ‘1 will not be moved; Through-
out all generations | will not be in adversity.” (NASB) He says in his heart (1272 7%X) that he will not be
moved (ViMX-72) From generation to generation and there will be no evil (¥]2-X? TWX). The Aramaic

translation states :2°2 72¥127 777 772 VIR X7 71°292 17°2292 1 1 10:6 He will say in his heart, 1 will
not be shaken from doing evil for all generations.” (EMC) and the Septuagint states 10:6 einev yap &v kapdia
avTod o pry cahevB® amod yevedg eig yeveav dvev kakod 10:6 For he has said in his heart, | shall not be
moved, continuing without evil from generation to generation. (LXX) The rabbis who translated Tehillim /
Psalms 10:6 believe the pride of the wicked which says they will not be moved through all generations and
will not see evil or adversity, is synonymous with the wicked saying in his heart that he will not be shaken
from doing evil for all generations. The wicked will continue in their evil deeds from generation to genera-
tion. The wicked continue in their sin by reason of Tehillim / Psalms 7:15 that says 17797771 772 72 70
177 0017 $TRTR-PYY WRA2 9y 23w 1 :HYDY nowa 9871 7:15 He has dug a pit and hollowed it out, And
has fallen into the hole which he made. 7:16 His mischief will return upon his own head, And his violence
will descend upon his own pate. (NASB) The wicked are unrepentant, he has trapped himself, he has dug
a pit and has fallen into the hole that he has made and continues in his ways from generation to generation.

This reminds us of the Ten Commandments from Shemot / Exodus 20:5 that states 077 MAYN-8? 1
SRIWY 0°Y20-5) 2WHW-DY 0°12-7Y NaX 13y TR RIP OR TI08 79T 933K 02 072yn K2 20:5 You shall

not bow down to them or serve them, for | the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, (NASB) Does the
son inherit the sins of the father? Studying this Scripture, it says “visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me.” “Of those who hate me” suggests that
the wicked man passes his nature of “unrighteousness, pride, sin, iniquity, transgressions, lies, untruths, and

falsehoods” to his children. The wicked who “works or labors” (?1¥) in sin, this trade is learned by his chil-
dren who become workers and laborers in sin and then continue doing evil from generation to generation.
The violence that is plotted in the heart of the wicked in his mouth and by his actions, 37°9 9% 7
XY PRy 913 noA TNy ninm Xpn 10:7 His mouth is full of curses and deceit and oppression; Under
his tongue is mischief and wickedness. (NASB) The Aramaic text says that the tongue is full of misery and
mischief (:PWY MY2 MR 71°1W% NINN XN 09271 997 77219 1012 XN 1) and the Septuagint states
the mouth is full of bitterness, fraud, and in the tongue is trouble and pain (10:7 o0 &apdg T0 oTéOHA AVTOD
yépet kal kpiag kat §ohov OO TV YA@ooav adTtod komog kai movog). This is the context that the Apostle
Paul was thinking on while writing Romans 3:10-24.

Romans 3:10-24

3:10 as it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; 3:11 There is hone who under-
stands, There is none who seeks for God; 3:12 All have turned aside, together they have
become useless; There is none who does good, There is not even one.” 3:13 “‘Their throat is
an open grave, With their tongues they keep deceiving,” ‘The poison of asps is under their
lips’; 3:14 “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness’; 3:15 “Their feet are swift to shed
blood, 3:16 Destruction and misery are in their paths, 3:17 And the path of peace they have
not known.” 3:18 ‘There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 3:19 Now we know that whatever
the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed
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and all the world may become accountable to God; 3:20 because by the works of the Law no
flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. 3:21 But
now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by
the Law and the Prophets, 3:22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God, 3:24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which
is in Christ Jesus; (NASB)

xabws yéypamtou 611 Ovk oty Sikaiog 0008 eig, Movk éoTiv 0 ovviwy, odk 0Ty 0 éx(nT@V
10V Ogbv. Pravtes éEékhiva, dua Nypewlnoav: odk Eotiv 0 moiwv ypnotoTyTa, [0vK EoTiv]
éwg €vog. Btdgog dvewypévos 6 Adpvy€ adtav, taic yAwooais adt@v éSodovoay, io¢ domiSwy
OO T xeiln adT@V, @V 10 0ToUN dpas Kal mKpiag yéuer: Po&eic oi modes avT@V Exyéau aiua,
Bovvipiupa kel Tadamwpia év Taic 080ic adT@V, ki 000V €ipvys o0k Eyvwoay. Fodk EoTiv
@oPog Beod &mévavtt T@V 69OaxApu@v adT@v. Oidapev 8¢ 611 bow 0 vopog Aéyer ToiG €v TG VO
Aa)er, iva Tay oTépa ppayii Kol VI6d1Kog yévyTaL TaG 0 K6opuos T@ Oe: 81011 €€ Epywy vipov
o0 SikauwOroetou wion oapé Evaomov avTod, Sk yap vipov Emiyvwors duaptiog. *Novi 6¢
Xwpis vopov dikatoovvy Oeod mepavépwtal, papTupOVUEVY DTIO TOD VOUOU Kol TV TIPOPHTOY,
28icasoovvy 8¢ Oeod S miotews Tnood XpLotod, €i¢ mAvTag TOUG MOTEVOVTAG: 00 Y&p 0TIV
SivoToM]: Pridvtes yap fjuaptov ki votepodvTau TiiG 66&nS Tov Oeod, *dikatovpevor Swpedy
7] a0T0D YdpiTi 81k TG dmoAvTpwoews TG €v XpLotd Tnood:

Paul says “tagog dvewyuévos 6 Aapvyé adt@v, taic yAdooms adt@v éSodovony, i0¢ &omidwy Vo T& yeiln
avt@v, 3:13 ‘Their throat is an open grave, With their tongues they keep deceiving,” “The poison of asps is
under their lips’; (NASB) Sin is so powerful that with the knowledge of sin (the Torah) the works of the

flesh, the “lust/passion of his soul”” (Y93 mk;{]j-bi]) increases and this is by reason of the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. This is why we are to seek the mercy of God and His righteousness.
The Lord God Almighty sent his Son Yeshua the Messiah so that through faith we obtain the righteousness
of God. God changes us on the inside (in the Spirit) so that we obey the Law of righteousness, we are en-
abled to live righteous before God and obey Him and His Holy word.

David continues to describe the wicked in Tehillim / Psalm 10:8 saying of the wicked | 2¥° nI
IBYY 725907 1Y ORI AT 0°APNA 0% 21XH2 10:8 He sits in the lurking places of the villages; In the
hiding places he kills the innocent; His eyes stealthily watch for the unfortunate. (NASB) | 9p9%2 298> ©

APYN2 19Wn2 1y Ao t1w Aivn? 29K 7992 717X 10:9 He lurks in a hiding place as a lion in his lair;

He lurks to catch the afflicted; He catches the afflicted when he draws him into his net. 7% [727°] 7270 °
:[2°%2 2°17] 2°X221 1IXYa 9937 10:10 He crouches, he bows down, And the unfortunate fall by his mighty
ones. :M¥17 IX7-72 11D VART X MY 9272 MK R° 10:11 He says to himself, ‘God has forgotten; He
has hidden His face; He will never see it.” The rabbis translating the Aramaic (Targum Pseudo Jonathan)
and Greek (Septuagint) equate the unfortunate ones (2°82277) and the afflicted (°J¥) to the ““poor, miserable,
pauper, wretched, destitute, needy, impecunious, almsman, humble”” man.

In Tehillim / Psalms 10, David speaks of only two types of people, the righteous and the wicked.
These terms are antithetical and are synonymous with “godly or ungodly,” “saved or unsaved,” “sheep or
goats,” “slave of righteousness or slave of sin,” “child of God or child of the devil,” or “wheat or tares.”
There are many ways in which the antithetical nature of the righteous and the unrighteous are described in
the Scriptures.
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Aramaic (Targum Pseudo Jonathan) - Greek (Septuagint)

929D P2 A

IROT PP ROIMIVA RNIT RONTNT 21202 290 1
R0 N0 VIV PRLY ROO1ION? MY
X2V WON> ROIY WHNM? 1112 17777002 RO 0
MIPN2 21D MW" 10T 0 LNTINA PTONA
N1V 71100

YAAMOI 10

10:8 ¢ykaOnTatévédpa HeTA TAOVGIWYV €V ATIOKPVPOLG
amokteivat dB@ov ot 6pBapol adToD €ig TOV MEVNTA
amoPAénovoty 10:9 évedpevel £v ATOKPOPW WG AEwV
&v Tf] Havdpa avtod évedpevel TOD apmdoat TTWYXOV
aprmdoat TTwYOV év T® éAkvoar avtov 10:10 év Tf
nayidt adTod Tamelvwoel avtdV KOYeL Kai meoeital

€v T® adTOV KaTtakvpledoal TOV TEVHTWY
10:8 He will sit in the hiding places of the courtyards;

in secret places he will kill the innocent; he will hide
his eyes against the poor. 10:9 He will lie in wait in
secret places like a lion in his covert; he will lie in wait
to seize the poor man; he will seize the poor man when
he is drawn into his trap. 10:10 The poor man will be
crushed, and sink down, and he will fall into the power
of his hiding places. (EMC)

10:8 He lies in wait with rich men in secret places, in order
to slay the innocent: his eyes are set against the poor. 10:9
He lies in wait in secret as a lion in his den: he lies in wait to
ravish the poor, to ravish the poor when he draws him after
him: he will bring him down in his snare. 10:10 He will
bow down and fall when he has mastered the poor. (LXX)

Characteristics Of The Wicked According to Scripture

The following Scriptures provide a short survey of the Bible that illustrate and describe the nature of
the wicked.

1. The Wicked are sexually immoral:

Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom both young and
old surrounded the house. They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight?
Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.” (Bereshit / Genesis 19:4-5) ... and
said, “No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked thing. (Bereshit / Genesis 19:7)

While they were enjoying themselves, some of the wicked men of the city surrounded the
house. Pounding on the door, they shouted to the old man who owned the house, “Bring out
the man who came to your house so we can have sex with him.” (Judges 19:22)

So he left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern him-
self with anything except the food he ate. Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after
a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”” (Bereshit /
Genesis 39:6-7) ... No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing
from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and
sin against God?”” (Bereshit / Genesis 39:9)

Eli’s sons were wicked men; they had no regard for the LORD. (1 Samuel 2:12) ... Now Eli,
who was very old, heard about everything his sons were doing to all Israel and how they
slept with the women who served at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. So he said to them,
“Why do you do such things? I hear from all the people about these wicked deeds of yours.”
(1 Samuel 2:22,23)
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“Don’t, my brother!”” she said to him. “Don’t force me. Such a thing should not be done in
Israel! Don’t do this wicked thing. (2 Samuel 13:12) ... But he refused to listen to her, and
since he was stronger than she, he raped her. (2 Samuel 13:14)

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not
occur even among pagans: A man has his father’s wife. (1 Corinthians 5:1) ... God will judge
those outside. “Expel the wicked man from among you.” (1 Corinthians 5:13)

2. The Wicked lie, deceive, slander, speak of violence, etc.

Do not drag me away with the wicked, with those who do evil, who speak cordially with their
neighbors but harbor malice in their hearts. (Tehillim / Psalms 28:3)

Why should | fear when evil days come, when wicked deceivers surround me (Tehillim /
Psalms 49:5)

For your hands are stained with blood, your fingers with guilt. Your lips have spoken lies,
and your tongue mutters wicked things. (Isaiah 59:3)

The plans of the righteous are just, but the advice of the wicked is deceitful. (Mishley / Prov-
erbs 12:5)

The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but violence overwhelms the mouth of the
wicked. (Mishley / Proverbs 10:11)

Even from birth the wicked go astray; from the womb they are wayward and speak lies.
(Tehillim / Psalms 58:3)

The lips of the righteous know what is fitting, but the mouth of the wicked only what is per-
verse. (Mishley / Proverbs 10:32)

The words of his mouth are wicked and deceitful; he has ceased to be wise and to do good.
(Tehillim / Psalms 36:3)

Note, does Tehillim / Psalms 36:3 suggests that a righteous person can become wicked or that the wicked
are capable of being wise and good? The wicked can become righteous by turning from sin to the Lord God
Almighty and the righteous can turn away from God to wickedness. Therefore, the righteous must guard
themselves against evil and wickedness.

3. The Wicked get drunk:
Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli
thought she was drunk and said to her, “How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid
of your wine.” (1 Samuel 1:13,14) ... Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; | have

been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.” (1 Samuel 1:16)

His name was Nabal and his wife’s name was Abigail. She was an intelligent and beautiful
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woman, but her husband, a Calebite, was surly and mean in his dealings. (1 Samuel 25:3)
... Now think it over and see what you can do, because disaster is hanging over our master
and his whole household. He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him.” (1 Samuel
25:17) ... May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like his name—
his name is Fool, and folly goes with him. But as for me, your servant, | did not see the men
my master sent. (1 Samuel 25:25)...When Abigail went to Nabal, he was in the house holding
a banguet like that of a king. He was in high spirits and very drunk. So she told him nothing
until daybreak. (1 Samuel 25:36)

But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘“My master is staying away a long
time,” and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards.
(Matthew 24:48,49)...He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 24:51)

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosex-
uals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit
the kingdom of God. Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified,
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. (1
Corinthians 6:9-11, NASB)
4. The Wicked oppress and scheme against others:

And | will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a
home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore,
as they did at the beginning (1 Chronicles 17:9)

1 Chronicles 17:9 is consistent with Tehillim / Psalms 10 that the wicked oppress the innocent, the poor, the
afflicted, etc.

5. The wicked are violent:

O righteous God, who searches minds and hearts, bring to an end the violence of the wicked
and make the righteous secure. (Tehillim / Psalms 7:9)

The LORD examines the righteous, but the wicked and those who love violence his soul
hates. (Tehillim / Psalms 11:5)

The violence of the wicked will drag them away, for they refuse to do what is right. (Mishley
/ Proverbs 21:7)

6. The wicked sometimes exclude God and lack the fear of God:

In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God.
(Tehillim / Psalms 10:4)

Why does the wicked man revile God? Why does he say to himself, ““He won't call me to ac-
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count?”” (Tehillim / Psalms Psa 10:13)

An oracle is within my heart concerning the sinfulness of the wicked: There is no fear of God
before his eyes. (Tehillim / Psalms 36:1)

7. The wicked target the poor, weak, needy and righteous:

The wicked plot against the righteous and gnash their teeth at them; but the Lord laughs at
the wicked, for he knows their day is coming. (Tehillim / Psalms 37:12-13)

The righteous detest the dishonest; the wicked detest the upright. (Mishley / Proverbs 29:27)

The wicked draw the sword and bend the bow to bring down the poor and needy, to slay those
whose ways are upright. (Tehillim / Psalms 37:14)

The scoundrel’s methods are wicked, he makes up evil schemes to destroy the poor with lies,
even when the plea of the needy is just. (Isaiah 32:7)

The wicked lie in wait for the righteous, seeking their very lives (Tehillim / Psalms 37:32)

The words of the wicked lie in wait for blood, but the speech of the upright rescues them.
(Mishley / Proverbs 12:6)

Among my people are wicked men who lie in wait like men who snare birds and like those
who set traps to catch men. (Jeremiah 5:26)

The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern. (Mishley
/ Proverbs 29:7)

Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous,
so that justice is perverted. (Habakkuk 1:4)

In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, who are caught in the schemes he
devises. (Tehillim / Psalms 10:2)

8. The wicked are dishonest in dealing with money:

The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give generously; (Tehillim / Psalms
37:21)

A wicked man accepts a bribe in secret to pervert the course of justice. (Mishley / Proverbs
17:23)

9. The wicked are cruel and unforgiving:

A righteous man cares for the needs of his animal, but the kindest acts of the wicked are cru-
el. (Mishley / Proverbs 12:10)
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The wicked man craves evil; his neighbor gets no mercy from him. (Mishley / Proverbs
21:10)

I will save you from the hands of the wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the cruel.”
(Jeremiah 15:21)

Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his ser-
vants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children
and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The servant fell on his knees before him. “Be pa-
tient with me,”” he begged, “and | will pay back everything.” The servant’s master took pity
on him, canceled the debt and let him go. But when that servant went out, he found one of his
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him.
“Pay back what you owe me!”” he demanded. His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged
him, ““Be patient with me, and | will pay you back.”” But he refused. Instead, he went off and
had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw
what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything
that had happened. Then the master called the servant in. ““You wicked servant,” he said, “I
canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on
your fellow servant just as | had on you?”” In anger his master turned him over to the jailers
to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. (Matthew 18:23-35)

10. The Wicked refuse God’s truth and serve and worship false gods:

These wicked people, who refuse to listen to my words, who follow the stubbornness of their
hearts and go after other gods to serve and worship them, will be like this belt completely
useless! (Jeremiah 13:10)

They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. (2 Thessalonian 2:10)
11. The wicked do not serve God

Then the man who had received the one talent came. “Master,”” he said, ““I knew that you
are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. So | was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here
is what belongs to you.” His master replied, “You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I
harvest where | have not sown and gather where | have not scattered seed? Well then, you
should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when | returned | would have
received it back with interest. Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten
talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever
does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”” (Matthew
25:24-30)

And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those
who serve God and those who do not. (Malachi 3:18)
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One shows himself wicked (or righteous) by his words and/or his behavior (John 5:29, Ro-
mans 2:7-10, and Revelation 21:8).

Throughout the Scriptures there are only two types of people characterized as either the righteous
or the wicked. There is no such thing as being in the middle or neutral. These terms, the righteous and the
wicked, are antithetical meaning ““contrary, opposed, involving antithesis, being in direct and unambiguous
opposition” to one another.

Because of the wickedness of those who were coming against David, he asked the Lord saying 2°
[2y] 071y MAWR-2K 770 KW 2K 73 AP 10:12 Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up Your hand. Do not forget
the afflicted. (NASB) David sought for the Lord to “not forget” (T2Wn-7X) the afflicted or poor (2°23y). The

Aramaic translation states :>IN11°Y *WIN X? J7° NYAW 2°°p RITOXR 770 21 2° 10:12 Arise, O Lord, fulfill
the oath of your hand, do not forget the humble. (EMC) In the covenant relationship, both parties of the
covenant agrees to not harm but to protect, according to the Targum, the Rabbis translated the Lord ““bearing

upon his hand the remembrance of the poor” (2°°3Y MaWA-2X 770 KWl PX) with the oath/swearing of the

hand (77> DY12W 0*°P) it sounds like what David is thinking on here is the phylacteries that is commanded
to be bound upon the hand in the Torah. Phylacteries are known by modern Jews as tefillin (i.e., “prayers”).
Tefillin are mentioned in Matthew 23:5 (23:5 “But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they
broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of their garments. NASB). They consist of strips of
parchment on which are inscribed Shemot / Exodus 13:1-10, and 11-16, Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and
11:18-21, and are enclosed in a square leather case, on one side of which was inscribed the Hebrew letter
shin. This case is fastened by straps to the forehead just between the eyes. The “making broad the phylac-
teries” refers to the enlarging of the case so as to make it conspicuous. Another form of the phylactery con-
sisted of two rolls of parchment, on which the same texts were written, enclosed in a case of black calfskin.
This was worn on the left arm near the elbow, to which it was bound by a thong. It is called “Tefillah on the
arm.” It is highly likely that David is thinking upon the phylacteries asking God to remember the poor and
afflicted since they are literally bound to His arm in the covenant relationship that they have together.

David then asks | DY21 7Y | 7AR-D ADKY 77 1WA KD 9292 MR 20K | YW PRI | on-hy ®

Y pa | AR 0in 7290 213 LY 972 NN van 10:13 Why has the wicked spurned God? He has
said to himself, “You will not require it. 10:14 You have seen it, for You have beheld mischief and vexation
to take it into Your hand. The unfortunate commits himself to You; You have been the helper of the orphan.
(NASB) There is an asked and answered question here, the wicked spurn God because he has said within
himself that the Lord God will not require his sins to be paid (1777, to demand; seek; look for).

The Psalmist then asks the Lord to 727 71 T :R¥HA-22 iWYI-WiT7R 971 9W ¥ir 7AW
APOP-72 A7) DI UBYY I TN TWRR 07 7O T AYAY DY MRA T :I8IN0 07 312N 1Y) 07
TIRT-1 WIIR YIY? 7Y 10:15 Break the arm of the wicked and the evildoer, Seek out his wickedness until
You find none. 10:16 The Lord is King forever and ever; Nations have perished from His land. 10:17 O
Lord, You have heard the desire of the humble; You will strengthen their heart, You will incline Your ear
10:18 To vindicate the orphan and the oppressed, So that man who is of the earth will no longer cause terror.
(NASB) The wicked do not seek the Lord, however, the Lord will seek out the wicked person and require
payment for his sins.

When looking at the wicked, have you ever asked the question: ““These people are behaving so wick-
edly, why are they being blessed?”” The reason this question is asked is often because we equate happiness,
contentment and blessing with money. Though we know true happiness and contentment cannot be bought
with money. David asked why do the wicked prosper, while God’s chosen people barely escape and live?
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David is not the only one who asked this question. Jeremiah and Job ask a similar thing.

Righteous are You, O Lord, when | plead with You; yet let me talk with You about Your judg-
ments. Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why are those happy who deal so treach-
erously? (Jeremiah 12:1)

Why do the wicked live and become old, yes, become mighty in power? Their descendants
are established with them in their sight, and their offspring before their eyes. Their houses
are safe from fear, neither is the rod of God upon them. Their bull breeds without failure;
their cow calves without miscarriage. They send forth their little ones like a flock, and their
children dance. They sing to the tambourine and harp, and rejoice to the sound of the flute.
They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment [in peace, Moffatt] go down to the grave.
(Job 21:7-13)

Just as this question pops up in the Psalms (““Lord, how long will the wicked, how long will the wicked tri-
umph?”” Tehillim / Psalm 94:3) we see this asked of many prominent men throughout the Scriptures. The
prosperity of the wicked seems to offend the human sense of justice and order when the unrighteous are af-
flicted. We desire justice, that evil is cursed and destroyed and the good is blessed and promoted uniformly
no matter what. David says that 1°20 7377 AYRW DY MXA T X870 1728 79 221v 790 7 o

TIRT-1 VIR 7AY? 7Y 900-22 971 0ind usYw? 10 TN 2°WpA 027 10:16 The Lord is King forever
and ever; Nations have perished from His land. 10:17 O Lord, You have heard the desire of the humble; You
will strengthen their heart, You will incline Your ear 10:18 To vindicate the orphan and the oppressed, So
that man who is of the earth will no longer cause terror. (NASB) The Lord is King forever, and one day the
Lord will avenge the righteous. The Scriptures say literally that the Lord will “break the seed of the wicked™

(YW Y377 72W), the seed in many instances is a reference to children, and arm of the wicked because their
wicked deeds are passed down from generation to generation.

The Lord God Almighty inspired David to write these Psalms. The Psalms show us the vileness
of sin and wickedness. According to the Scriptures, it takes only one sin to be indebted to God and make
one unrighteous. To be included among the wicked, one does not need to have many sins, neither does
one need to be an adult. Mishley / Proverbs 20:11 says “Even a child is known by his doings, whether his
work be pure, and whether it be right.”” To walk in unrighteousness and wickedness according to Tehillim
/ Psalms 10, one neglects the salvation of God, disobeys God, and fails to make one’s heart right in God’s
sight. Those who are separated from God are called the wicked. One sin separates a person from God. The
Prophet Isaiah said to the people in Isaiah 59:2 ““Your iniquities have separated between you and your God,
and your sins have hid his face from you.” Solomon said in Mishley / Proverbs 15:29 “The LORD is far
from the wicked.” Since people are not punished immediately following their sin, this does not mean that
God does not see and does not know about their sins. To David it appeared that God was not observing the
great wickedness in the lives of these people. David talked to the Lord about the wicked and David prayed
these Psalms directly to the Lord. He sought the Lord to save him, and to search his heart for any unrigh-
teous deeds. In following David’s example, let us seek the Lord for all of our needs, to help us in our times
of trouble, and to save us from our sins in Yeshua His Messiah. Let’s Pray!
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— Tehillim / Psalms 10 | > 27’70 790 —

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for Your mercy You show us each day. Lord, help us to search out and destroy any wick-
edness that may be in our lives. We ask that You would establish Your Holy Word in our hearts and lives.
Thank You Lord for the words of this Psalm from David’s life. Help us to trust in Yeshua and the work that
He did upon the cross to make atonement for our sins. As we continue to live and dedicated our lives to
You, help us to walk in righteousness, and help us to walk in freedom from sin. Fill us with Your presence
Lord and thank You for revealing these truths to our hearts. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of
the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

sk ok sk osk sk sk oskosk ook sk sk oskoskosk ok ok sk sk sk sk sk sk ook oskoskosk sk sk ok ook sk sk sk sk sk sk ok sk sk

791 QWO WAT TN VW 11277 112 NTRY 11900:
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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