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The City Gate, a Place of Power and Authority!

This weeks reading from Parashat Vayishlach (Bereshit / Genesis 32:3-36:43) the Lord gives Ja-
cob a new name “Israel” and Jacob returns and settles in Eretz Canaan. While in the land, Jacob settles
down near the city of shechem (Bereshit / Genesis 33:18). While dwelling near Shechem, according to the
Scriptures, Shechem the son of Khamor sees Dina, the daughter of Jacob, and desires to take her as a wife.
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WRY 7 AOR K110 020232 W1 NRW *12 0w 34:1 Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to
visit the daughters of the land. 34:2 When Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he took her and
lay with her by force. 34:3 He was deeply attracted to Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke tenderly to
her. 34:4 So Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, saying, ‘Get me this young girl for a wife.” 34:5 Now Jacob heard that he had
defiled Dinah his daughter; but his sons were with his livestock in the field, so Jacob kept silent until they came in. 34:6 Then
Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him. 34:7 Now the sons of Jacob came in from the field when they
heard it; and the men were grieved, and they were very angry because he had done a disgraceful thing in Israel by lying with
Jacob’s daughter, for such a thing ought not to be done. 34:8 But Hamor spoke with them, saying, ‘The soul of my son Shechem
longs for your daughter; please give her to him in marriage. (NASB) The sons of Jacob tell Shechem and Khamor that
if they are circumcized, they will exchange their sons and daughters and they will be one people. (Bereshit
/ Genesis 34:13-16) Hearing this, Khamor and his son Shechem go to the gate of the city and tell the men
of the city what they want to do, to be circumcised. It is then written that all of the city agreed (Bereshit /
Genesis 34:24-26) desiring to aquire all of Israel’s wealth.
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Sitting at the gate of the city, this was known biblically as a place of power. The one who controls the gate
is the one who has the power to allow someone in or our of the city. Sitting at the gates enabled one to
know everything that is going on in the city, esspecially that of a walled city. The Scripture verses this week
reveal the importance of the city gates. In God’s Kingdom, the gate is absolutely the only way whereby
we gain access to the Lord. Yeshua said in John 10:1 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. (NIV) Yeshua then says in
John 10:9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find
pasture. (NIV) and in John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. (NIV) In this week’s Parashah, all of the men who entered in and went
out through the gate of the city must be circumcised according to the agreement. Similarly today, we must
have ciricumcised hearts in order to enter in through the gates to the Kingdom of Heaven. This may only
be accomplished by faith in God’s gate keeper, Yeshua the Messiah! These Scriptures direct us this week
to the true gate, the door, the way, the truth, and the life, the living word of God, the only way to the Lord
our Father who is in heaven. Have you trusted in Yeshua today, God’s only way for salvation?
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