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The City Gate, a Place of Power and Authority!

 This weeks reading from Parashat Vayishlach (Bereshit / Genesis 32:3-36:43) the Lord gives Ja-
cob a new name “Israel” and Jacob returns and settles in Eretz Canaan.  While in the land, Jacob settles 
down near the city of shechem (Bereshit / Genesis 33:18).  While dwelling near Shechem, according to the 
Scriptures, Shechem the son of Khamor sees Dina, the daughter of Jacob, and desires to take her as a wife.  
 א   וַתֵּצֵא דִינהָ בַּת-לֵאָה אֲשֶׁר ילְָדָה לְיעֲַקבֹ לִרְאוֹת בִּבְנוֹת הָאָרֶץ: ב   וַיּרְַא אתָֹהּ שְׁכֶם בֶּן-חֲמוֹר הַחִוִּי נשְִיֹא הָאָרֶץ וַיּקִַּח אתָֹהּ וַיּשְִׁכַּב אתָֹהּ וַיעְַנּהֶָ: 
ה: ה    ג   וַתִּדְבַּק נפְַשׁוֹ בְּדִינהָ בַּת-יעֲַקבֹ וַיּאֱֶהַב אֶת-הַנּעֲַרָ וַידְַבֵּר עַל-לֵב הַנּעֲַרָ: ד   וַיּאֹמֶר שְׁכֶם אֶל-חֲמוֹר אָבִיו לֵאמרֹ קַח-לִי אֶת-הַיּלְַדָּה הַזּאֹת לְאִשָּׁ
דֶה וְהֶחֱרִשׁ יעֲַקבֹ עַד-בּאָֹם: ו   וַיּצֵֵא חֲמוֹר אֲבִי-שְׁכֶם אֶל-יעֲַקבֹ לְדַבֵּר אִתּוֹ: ז   וּבְניֵ יעֲַקבֹ  וְיעֲַקבֹ שָׁמַע כִּי טִמֵּא אֶת-דִּינהָ בִתּוֹ וּבָניָו הָיוּ אֶת-מִקְנהֵוּ בַּשָּׂ
דֶה כְּשָׁמְעָם וַיּתְִעַצְּבוּ הָאֲנשִָׁים וַיּחִַר לָהֶם מְאדֹ כִּי נבְָלָה עָשָהֹ בְישְִרָֹאֵל לִשְׁכַּב אֶת-בַּת-יעֲַקבֹ וְכֵן לֹא יעֵָשֶהֹ: ח   וַידְַבֵּר חֲמוֹר אִתָּם לֵאמרֹ  בָּאוּ מִן-הַשָּׂ
ה:  Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to 34:1 שְׁכֶם בְּניִ חָשְׁקָה נפְַשׁוֹ בְּבִתְּכֶם תְּנוּ נאָ אתָֹהּ לוֹ לְאִשָּׁ
visit the daughters of the land.  34:2 When Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he took her and 
lay with her by force.  34:3 He was deeply attracted to Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke tenderly to 
her.  34:4 So Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, saying, ‘Get me this young girl for a wife.’  34:5 Now Jacob heard that he had 
defiled Dinah his daughter; but his sons were with his livestock in the field, so Jacob kept silent until they came in.  34:6 Then 
Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him.  34:7 Now the sons of Jacob came in from the field when they 
heard it; and the men were grieved, and they were very angry because he had done a disgraceful thing in Israel by lying with 
Jacob’s daughter, for such a thing ought not to be done.  34:8 But Hamor spoke with them, saying, ‘The soul of my son Shechem 
longs for your daughter; please give her to him in marriage. (NASB)  The sons of Jacob tell Shechem and Khamor that 
if they are circumcized, they will exchange their sons and daughters and they will be one people. (Bereshit 
/ Genesis 34:13-16)  Hearing this, Khamor and his son Shechem go to the gate of the city and tell the men 
of the city what they want to do, to be circumcised.  It is then written that all of the city agreed (Bereshit / 
Genesis 34:24-26) desiring to aquire all of Israel’s wealth.

             The Holy Scriptures / כתבי הקודש
 ספר בראשית פרק לד

    כד   וַיּשְִׁמְעוּ אֶל-חֲמוֹר וְאֶל-שְׁכֶם בְּנוֹ כָּל-יצְֹאֵי שַׁעַר עִירוֹ
לִישִׁי  וַיּמִּלֹוּ כָּל-זכָָר כָּל-יצְֹאֵי שַׁעַר עִירוֹ: כה   וַיהְִי בַיּוֹם הַשְּׁ
 בִּהְיוֹתָם כּאֲֹבִים וַיּקְִחוּ שְׁניֵ-בְניֵ-יעֲַקבֹ שִׁמְעוֹן וְלֵוִי אֲחֵי דִינהָ
אִישׁ חַרְבּוֹ וַיּבָאֹוּ עַל-הָעִיר בֶּטַח וַיּהַַרְגוּ כָּל-זכָָר: כו   וְאֶת-
 חֲמוֹר וְאֶת-שְׁכֶם בְּנוֹ הָרְגוּ לְפִי-חָרֶב וַיּקְִחוּ אֶת-דִּינהָ מִבֵּית

 שְׁכֶם וַיּצֵֵאוּ:

Bereshit / Genesis 34:24-26
34:24 All who went out of the gate of his city listened 
to Hamor and to his son Shechem, and every male was 
circumcised, all who went out of the gate of his city.  34:25 
Now it came about on the third day, when they were in 
pain, that two of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's 
brothers, each took his sword and came upon the city 
unawares, and killed every male.  34:26 They killed Hamor 
and his son Shechem with the edge of the sword, and took 
Dinah from Shechem's house, and went forth. (NASB)

Sitting at the gate of the city, this was known biblically as a place of power.  The one who controls the gate 
is the one who has the power to allow someone in or our of the city.  Sitting at the gates enabled one to 
know everything that is going on in the city, esspecially that of a walled city.  The Scripture verses this week 
reveal the importance of the city gates.  In God’s Kingdom, the gate is absolutely the only way whereby 
we gain access to the Lord.  Yeshua said in John 10:1 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the 
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. (NIV)  Yeshua then says in 
John 10:9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  He will come in and go out, and find 
pasture. (NIV) and in John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. (NIV)  In this week’s Parashah, all of the men who entered in and went 
out through the gate of the city must be circumcised according to the agreement.  Similarly today, we must 
have ciricumcised hearts in order to enter in through the gates to the Kingdom of Heaven.  This may only 
be accomplished by faith in God’s gate keeper, Yeshua the Messiah!  These Scriptures direct us this week 
to the true gate, the door, the way, the truth, and the life, the living word of God, the only way to the Lord 
our Father who is in heaven.  Have you trusted in Yeshua today, God’s only way for salvation?


