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More may be going on than we realize

 This weeks reading from Parashat Vayetze (Bereshit / Genesis 28:10-32:2) Jacob fleas from Esau 
and begins his journey to the land of Haran.  During His journey, he lays down at Bethel (בֵּית אֱלֹהִים) the 
Lord speaks to him in a dream and reiterates the covenant promises that He had promised to his Fathers 
Abraham and Isaac.  ָג   וְהִנּהֵ יהְוָֹה נצִָּב עָלָיו וַיּאֹמַר אֲניִ יהְוָֹה אֱלֹהֵי אַבְרָהָם אָבִיךָ וֵאלֹהֵי יצְִחָק הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר אַתָּה שׁכֵֹב עָלֶיהָ לְך 
 אֶתְּננֶּהָ וּלְזרְַעֶךָ: יד   וְהָיהָ זרְַעֲךָ כַּעֲפַר הָאָרֶץ וּפָרַצְתָּ ימָָּה וָקֵדְמָה וְצָפנֹהָ וָנגְֶבָּה וְנבְִרְכוּ בְךָ כָּל-מִשְׁפְּחתֹ הָאֲדָמָה וּבְזרְַעֶךָ: טו   וְהִנּהֵ אָנכִֹי
 ,And behold 28:13 עִמָּךְ וּשְׁמַרְתִּיךָ בְּכלֹ אֲשֶׁר-תֵּלֵךְ וַהֲשִׁבתִֹיךָ אֶל-הָאֲדָמָה הַזּאֹת כִּי לֹא אֶעֱזבְָךָ עַד אֲשֶׁר אִם-עָשִיֹתִי אֵת אֲשֶׁר-דִּבַּרְתִּי לָךְ:
the Lord stood above it and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you 
lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants.  28:14 ‘Your descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, and you will 
spread out to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed.  28:15 ‘Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; 
for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’ (NASB)  After these things, Jacob wakes up and we 
read what he says and does in Bereshit / Genesis 28:6-9.

             The Holy Scriptures / כתבי הקודש
 ספר בראשית פרק כח

נתָוֹ וַיּאֹמֶר אָכֵן ישֵׁ יהְוָֹה בַּמָּקוֹם הַזּהֶ    טז   וַיּיִקַץ יעֲַקבֹ מִשְּׁ
 וְאָנכִֹי לֹא ידָָעְתִּי: יז   וַיּיִרָא וַיּאֹמַר מַה-נּוֹרָא הַמָּקוֹם הַזּהֶ אֵין
מָיםִ: יח   וַיּשְַׁכֵּם יעֲַקבֹ  זהֶ כִּי אִם-בֵּית אֱלֹהִים וְזהֶ שַׁעַר הַשָּׁ

 בַּבּקֶֹר וַיּקִַּח אֶת-הָאֶבֶן אֲשֶׁר-שָםֹ מְרַאֲשׁתָֹיו וַיּשֶָםֹ אתָֹהּ מַצֵּבָה
וַיּצִקֹ שֶׁמֶן עַל-ראֹשָׁהּ: יט   וַיּקְִרָא אֶת-שֵׁם-הַמָּקוֹם הַהוּא בֵּית-
 אֵל וְאוּלָם לוּז שֵׁם-הָעִיר לָרִאשׁנֹהָ: כ   וַיּדִַּר יעֲַקבֹ נדֶֶר לֵאמרֹ
 אִם-יהְִיהֶ אֱלֹהִים עִמָּדִי וּשְׁמָרַניִ בַּדֶּרֶךְ הַזּהֶ אֲשֶׁר אָנכִֹי הוֹלֵךְ

 וְנתַָן-לִי לֶחֶם לֶאֱכלֹ וּבֶגדֶ לִלְבּשֹׁ: כא   וְשַׁבְתִּי בְשָׁלוֹם אֶל-בֵּית
 אָבִי וְהָיהָ יהְוָֹה לִי לֵאלֹהִים:

Bereshit / Genesis 28:6-9
28:16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord 
is in this place, and I did not know it.’  28:17 He was afraid and 
said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’  28:18 So Jacob 
rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put under 
his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on its top.  28:19 
He called the name of that place Bethel; however, previously the 
name of the city had been Luz.  28:20 Then Jacob made a vow, 
saying, ‘If God will be with me and will keep me on this journey 
that I take, and will give me food to eat and garments to wear,
28:21 and I return to my father's house in safety, then the Lord will 
be my God. (NASB)

 Jacob awoke from his sleep and said “Surely the Lord is in this place and I did not know it” (וַיּיִקַץ 
נתָוֹ וַיּאֹמֶר אָכֵן ישֵׁ יהְוָֹה בַּמָּקוֹם הַזּהֶ וְאָנכִֹי לֹא ידָָעְתִּי  According to the Scriptures, Jacob did not know the  .(יעֲַקבֹ מִשְּׁ
Lord was with him until this moment in his life.  The Lord gave him a promise that He is going to work 
mightily in his life so much so that in his descendents all of the families of the earth with be blessed (ּוְנבְִרְכו).  
Throughout this week’s Parasha, the Lord works in the background, through the birth of Jacob’s children 
and in the blessing of wealth in livestock and posessions.  As in that time, so it is to today, the Lord may be 
working in the background in ways we are unaware of.  The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 8:26-28.

Romans 8:26-28
8:26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but 
the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 8:27 and He who searches the hearts 
knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  8:28 
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose. (NASB)

Because God is working in the background, at many times we do not know how to pray as we should, how-
ever, we are told that the Holy Spirit of God will intercede on our behalf as the Lord searches our hearts and 
our needs through prayer.  At times we may not know the reasons why things happen the way they do, but 
like in Jacob’s life, we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are called according to His purpose (Romans 828) in Yeshua the Messiah!


