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Living in His Ways by Obeying the Gospel of Christ!

Part a:
This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-50, The Psalm begins saying 72y7 | 0%in? X
DIRY 1211 1P2IR-22 727 NI AI-20%0 | 0992 DRI 30w 0027-NR 1707 | 027 WR 7177 10 “For the choir
director. A Psalm of David the servant of the Lord, who spoke to the Lord the words of this song in the
day that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.” According
to this Psalm, these are the words that David spoke to the Lord and the Lord God Almighty delivered him
from all of his enemies and from the hand of Saul. Because of the deliverance of the mighty hand of God,
David sings 237 Y& 17) *332 12-1T90% 71X 278 07001 "NTIM Y70 77 X ORI AN AR08 RN 2
VUIR S2IR-123 73 RIPR P90n 718:1 ‘I love You, O Lord, my strength.” 18:2 The Lord is my rock and my
fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold. 18:3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, And | am saved from my enemies.
(NASB) David continues describing the way in which he felt when his enemies surrounded him on all sides
saying N7 WRin "1NTR S1220 PIRY 0720 Y onny2 S92 0701 Mn-o2an c1ooR 1 18:4 The cords of
death encompassed me, And the torrents of ungodliness terrified me. 18:5 The cords of Sheol surrounded
me; The snares of death confronted me. (NASB) Because of his grief over the enemies that surround him,
David called out to the Lord God Almighty for help (°73p 22°77 vaw° YIWR *F28-28) M RIpK | 29-1%2 7
n
297 T DY LN > A MY 00773 YINA 1O W) 19N WY A9y 0 7 T 02 WY M 0777 VI0
TI-°912-5¥ KT A2 23712-5Y 2277 R0 11737 nnA 18:7 Then the earth shook and quaked; And the founda-
tions of the mountains were trembling And were shaken, because He was angry. 18:8 Smoke went up out of
His nostrils, And fire from His mouth devoured; Coals were kindled by it. 18:9 He bowed the heavens also,
and came down With thick darkness under His feet. (NASB) Nahum 1:5 states ““1:5 The mountains quake at
him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yes, the world, and all that dwell therein.”
It is a dangerous to come against the children of the Lord God whose presence causes the earth to tremble.
The earth is described as burning in His presence, how much more so will the wicked burn on His coming?
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18:3 aiv@v émikaléoopal KVplov Kai
¢k TOV éxBp@dV pov owbnoopar 18:4
nepléoyov pe @diveg Oavatov kol
Xeipappor  avopiag éEetdpalav e
18:5 @diveg Gdov meplekkAwodv pe
npoépBacav pe mayideg Bavdatov 18:6
Kat &v @ ONifecOal pe émekaleodpnv
TOV KOplov Kai mpdg TOv Bedv pov
ékékpaa fikovoev ék vaod dayiov
avtod Qwvig pov kal | Kpavyr Hov
Evmiov avtod eloehevosTal €i¢ Td OTA
avtod 18:7 kai é0alevdn kal Evtpopog
éyevnOn n yi kai t& Oepéda TV
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6t wpyloBn avtoig 6 Bedg 18:8 &véPn
Kamvog év Opyfj adtod kai mdp Aamo
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avBpaxeg avhednoav an' avtod 18:9
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V8wp &v vepélaig aépwv 18:12 amod
TG TAavynoewg évomiov adtod ai
vegélat SfhBov xahala kai dvBpakeg
mopdg  18:13 kai  éBpovinoev  ¢§
ovpavod kVpLog kai O VYiLoTog Edwkev
Qwviv avtod 18:14 kai égaméotethev
BEAN kal éokoOpmioev  adTOLG  Kai
dotpandag EmAnBuvev kol ocvvetdpalev
avtovg 18:15 kai deOnoav ai tnyai v
V8TV Kai dvekalv@On ta Bepélia Tig
OIKOVUEVNG ATIO EMITIUNOEWS OOV KUPLE
anod  éumvedoewg TVELHATOG  OPYIG
oov 18:16 ¢Eaméotellev ¢E Hyovug kai
ENaPev pe mpooehdPeto pe ¢§ VAdTwY
oM@V 18:17 puoetai pe €§ €xOpdv
gov Suvatd®v kal €k TOV UOOVVTWV
pe Ot éotepewOnoav Omep €ué 18:18
TPo¢POATAY e €V NUEPQ KAKWOEWG
HoL Kal £YEVETO KVPLOG AVTIOTHPLYHA
{Lov
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Tehillim / Psalms 18

For the choir director. A Psalm of David the
servant of the Lord, who spoke to the Lord
the words of this song in the day that the
Lord delivered him from the hand of all his
enemies and from the hand of Saul. And he
said, 18:1 Tlove You, O Lord, my strength’
18:2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress
and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in
whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn
of my salvation, my stronghold. 18:3 I call
upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised,
And I am saved from my enemies. 18:4 The
cords of death encompassed me, And the
torrents of ungodliness terrified me. 18:5
The cords of Sheol surrounded me; The
snares of death confronted me. 18:6 In my
distress I called upon the Lord, And cried
to my God for help; He heard my voice out
of His temple, And my cry for help before
Him came into His ears. 18:7 Then the
earth shook and quaked; And the founda-
tions of the mountains were trembling And
were shaken, because He was angry. 18:8
Smoke went up out of His nostrils, And fire
from His mouth devoured; Coals were kin-
dled by it. 18:9 He bowed the heavens also,
and came down With thick darkness under
His feet. 18:10 He rode upon a cherub and
flew; And He sped upon the wings of the
wind. 18:11 He made darkness His hiding
place, His canopy around Him, Darkness
of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 18:12
From the brightness before Him passed His
thick clouds, Hailstones and coals of fire.
18:13 The Lord also thundered in the heav-
ens, And the Most High uttered His voice,
Hailstones and coals of fire. 18:14 He sent
out His arrows, and scattered them, And
lightning flashes in abundance, and routed
them. 18:15 Then the channels of water ap-
peared, And the foundations of the world
were laid bare At Your rebuke, O Lord,
At the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.
18:16 He sent from on high, He took me;
He drew me out of many waters. 18:17 He
delivered me from my strong enemy, And
from those who hated me, for they were too
mighty for me. 18:18 They confronted me
in the day of my calamity, But the Lord was
my stay. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 18

18:1 For praise. About the miracles that occurred to
the servant of the Lord, David, who sang in prophe-
cy in the presence of the Lord the words of this song
about all the days that the Lord delivered him from
the hand of all his enemies and from the sword of
Saul. 18:2 And he said: I will love you, O Lord,
my strength. 18:3 O Lord, my strength and my
security and the one who delivers me; the God
who has chosen me has brought me near to fear
him; my shield, from whose presence is given
me strength and redemption over my enemies;
my security. 18:4 David said in praise: “I pray
in the Lord’s presence, and from my enemies he
redeems me.” 18:5 Distress has surrounded me,
like a woman who sits on the birthstool and has
no strength to give birth and so is in danger of
death; a band of abusive men has terrified me.
18:6 Armies of sinners have surrounded me;
those armed with deadly weapons have con-
fronted me. 18:7 When I am in distress, [ pray
in the presence of the Lord; and in the presence
of my God I make supplication; and he accepts
my prayer from his temple, and my petition in
his presence is received by his ears, and is grant-
ed. 18:8 The earth trembled and shook and the
foundations of the mountains tottered, and split,
for he was angry with it. 18:9 The arrogance of
Pharaoh went up like smoke; then he sent his an-
ger like a burning fire that consumes before him;
his rebuke burns at his utterance like coals of
fire. 18:10 And he bent down the heavens, and
his glory was manifested, a dark cloud a path
before him. 18:11 So he was manifested in his
strength over swift cherubs; and he proceeded
in might on the wings of the storm-wind. 18:12
And he made his presence dwell in the mist, and
surrounded himself with the clouds of his glory
as a covering; and he made favorable rains to
fall on his people, and mighty waters from the
massed clouds of darkness on the wicked from
the eternal heights. 18:13 From the splendor of
his glory the clouds of heaven passed by in re-
buke like the coals of fire and burning hail from
his word. 18:14 And the Lord gave a shout from
heaven, and the Most High raised up his utter-
ance; he cast hail and coals of fire. 18:15 And he
sent his word like arrows, and scattered them;
[he sent] many lightning bolts, and confounded
them. 18:16 And the depths of the sea became
visible, and the pillars of the world were uncov-
ered at the rebuke of the Lord,78 from the utter-
ance of your mighty wrath. 18:17 He sent his
prophets, [he who is] a mighty king who reigns
in strength; he took me [and] delivered me from
many Gentiles. 18:18 He delivered me from my
enemies, for they are strong; from my foes, for
they prevailed against me. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 18

For the end, a Psalm of David, the servant
of the Lord; the words which he spoke to
the Lord, even the words of this Song, in
the day in which the Lord delivered him
out the hand of all his enemies, and out the
hand of Saul: and he said: 18:1 I will love
thee, O Lord, my strength. 18:2 The Lord
is my firm support, and my refuge, and my
deliverer; my God is my helper, I will hope
in him; he is my defender, and the horn of
my salvation, and my helper. 18:3 I will call
upon the Lord with praises, and I shall be
saved from mine enemies. 18:4 The pangs
of death compassed me, and the torrents
of ungodliness troubled me exceedingly.
18:5 The pangs of hell came round about
me: the snares of death prevented me. 18:6
And when I was afflicted I called upon the
Lord, and cried to my God: he heard my
voice out of this holy temple, and my cry
shall enter before him, even into his ears.
18:7 Then the earth shook and quaked,
and the foundations of the mountains were
disturbed, and were shaken, because God
was angry with them. 18:8 There went up
a smoke in his wrath, and fire burst into a
flame at his presence: coals were kindled
at it. 18:9 And he bowed the heaven, and
came down: and thick darkness was under
his feet. 18:10 And he mounted on cherubs
and flew: he flew on the wings of winds.
18:11 And he made darkness his secret
place: round about him was his tabernacle,
even dark water in the clouds of the air.
18:12 At the brightness before him the
clouds passed, hail and coals of fire. 18:13
The Lord also thundered from heaven, and
the Highest uttered his voice. 18:14 And he
sent forth his weapons, and scattered them;
and multiplied lightnings, and routed them.
18:15 And the springs of waters appeared,
and the foundations of the world were
exposed, at thy rebuke, O Lord, at the
blasting of the breath of thy wrath. 18:16
He sent from on high and took me, he drew
me to himself out of many waters. 18:17 He
will deliver me from my mighty enemies,
and from them that hate me; for they are
stronger than I. 18:18 They prevented me
in the day of mine affliction: but the Lord
was my stay against them.(LXX)
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18:19 He brought me forth also into
a broad place; He rescued me, be-
cause He delighted in me. 18:20 The
Lord has rewarded me according to
my righteousness; According to the
cleanness of my hands He has rec-
ompensed me. 18:21 For I have kept
the ways of the Lord, And have not
wickedly departed from my God.
18:22 For all His ordinances were be-
fore me, And I did not put away His
statutes from me. 18:23 1 was also
blameless with Him, And I kept my-
self from my iniquity. 18:24 There-
fore the Lord has recompensed me
according to my righteousness, Ac-
cording to the cleanness of my hands
in His eyes. 18:25 With the kind You
show Yourself kind; With the blame-
less You show Yourself blameless;
18:26 With the pure You show Your-
self pure, And with the crooked You
show Yourself astute. 18:27 For You
save an afflicted people, But haugh-
ty eyes You abase. 18:28 For You
light my lamp; The Lord my God il-
lumines my darkness. 18:29 For by
You I can run upon a troop; And by
my God I can leap over a wall. 18:30
As for God, His way is blameless;
The word of the Lord is tried; He is a
shield to all who take refuge in Him.
18:31 For who is God, but the Lord?
And who is a rock, except our God,
18:32 The God who girds me with
strength And makes my way blame-
less? (NASB)

18:19 They confronted me in the day of my
wandering; but the word of the Lord was
my support. 18:20 And he brought me out
to a broad place, he delivered me because
he was pleased with me. 18:21 The Lord
will requite me[86] according to my merit;
according to the cleanness of my hands he
will answer me. 18:22 For I have kept the
proper ways in the Lord’s presence; and |
have not walked in evil before the Lord.
18:23 For all his judgments are revealed in
my sight, to do them; and his covenants I
will not remove from me. 18:24 And I was
blameless in fear of him; and I kept my soul
from sins. 18:25 And the Lord rewarded
me according to my merit; according to the
cleanness of my hands in the presence of
his word. 18:26 With Abraham, who was
found pious in your presence, you showed
much mercy; with his seed, [saac, who was
complete in fear of you, you completed
your favorable word. 18:27 With Jacob,
who was pure in your presence, you chose
his sons from all the Gentiles, and separated
his seed from all that is unfit; but with Pha-
raoh and his seed, and the Egyptians who
thought evil thoughts against your people,
you confounded them in their thoughts.
18:28 Because you are going to redeem
the people, the house of Israel, who are es-
teemed among the peoples in exile; and by
your word you will abase the mighty na-
tions who prevail over them. 18:29 For you
will light the lamp of Israel that was extin-
guished in the exile, for you are the lord of
the light of Israel. The Lord my God will
bring me out of darkness into light; he will
show me his eternal consolation which is
to come to the righteous. 18:30 For by your
word I will pass through armies; and by the
word of my God I will subdue mighty cit-
adels. 18:31 God [is he] whose ways are
true; the Torah of the Lord is pure; he is
a shield to all who trust in him. 18:32 For
because of the miracle and deliverance that
you will perform for your Messiah, and for
the remnants of your people who will re-
main, all the Gentiles, nations, and tongues
will confess and say, There is no God but
the Lord, for there is none besides you; and
your people will say, There is none mighty
except our God. (EMC)

18:19 And he brought me out into a
wide place: he will deliver me, be-
cause he has pleasure in me. 18:20
And the Lord will recompense me
according to my righteousness; even
according to the purity of my hands
will he recompense me. 18:21 For I
have kept the way of the Lord and
have not wickedly departed from
my God. 18:22 For all his judgments
were before me, and his ordinances
departed not from me. 18:23 And
I shall be blameless with hem, and
shall keep myself from mine iniquity.
18:24 And the Lord shall recompense
me according to my righteousness,
and according to the purity of my
hands before his eyes. 18:25 With the
holy thou wilt be holy; and with the
innocent man thou wilt be innocent.
18:26 And with the excellent man
thou wilt be excellent; and with the
perverse thou wilt shew frowardness.
18:27 For thou wilt save the lowly
people, and wilt humble the eyes of
the proud. 18:28 For thou, O Lord,
wilt light my lamp: my God, thou
wilt lighten my darkness. 18:29 For
by thee shall I be delivered from a
troop; and by my God I will pass over
awall. 18:30 As for my God, his way
is perfect: the oracles of the Lord are
tried in the fire; he is a protector of
all them that hope in him. 18:31 For
who is God but the Lord? and who
is a God except our God? 18:32 It is
God that girds me with strength, and
has made my way blameless: (LXX)
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ovK MV 6 o@lwv TpOG KOpLov Kkai odk
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avTOLG WG XODV KATA TIPOCWTIOV AVEUOV
G TMAOV TMAatel®@v Aeavd adtovg 18:43
poon pe ¢§ avtiloyldv Aaod kataotrnoelg
ue eig ke@alny €0vav Aadg 6v odk €yvav
¢000Aevoév ot 18:44 ei¢ dkonv wtiov
VIKOVGEV HoL Lol AANGTpLOL EYeboavTO
pot 18:45 vioi aANOTploL Emalawwbnoay
Kal €xwAavay amnd Td@v Tpifwv avtdv
18:46 {fj kVpLOg Kai evAOYNTOG O BedGg pov
Kal VYwbntw O Bedg Tiig cwtnpiag pov
18:47 6 0e0¢ 0 8180V¢ éxdiknoelg élol kal
vnotd&ag Aaovg O Eué 18:48 O photng
pov ¢& éxBpadv pov Opyilwv Amd T@V
EMAVIOTAVOHEVWY €10 €[1E VYWOELG pe ATtO
av8pog adikov pvon pe 18:49 S todTo
¢Eopodoynoopai oot &v EBveoty kbpie kai
@ Ovopati oov Yal® 18:50 pueyakvvwv
Tag owtnpiag tod Pacthéws avtod kai
oLV £Aeog T® XPLOTH adTod T® Savtd
Kal T@ oméppatt avtod €wg aldvog
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— Tehillim / Psalms 18 | > 2°2°7n 790 —

18:33 He makes my feet like hinds’
feet, And sets me upon my high places.
18:34 He trains my hands for battle, So
that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.
18:35 You have also given me the shield
of Your salvation, And Your right hand
upholds me; And Your gentleness makes
me great. 18:36 You enlarge my steps
under me, And my feet have not slipped.
18:37 I pursued my enemies and over-
took them, And I did not turn back until
they were consumed. 18:38 I shattered
them, so that they were not able to rise;
They fell under my feet. 18:39 For You
have girded me with strength for bat-
tle; You have subdued under me those
who rose up against me. 18:40 You have
also made my enemies turn their backs
to me, And I destroyed those who hated
me. 18:41 They cried for help, but there
was none to save, Even to the Lord, but
He did not answer them. 18:42 Then
I beat them fine as the dust before the
wind; I emptied them out as the mire
of the streets. 18:43 You have delivered
me from the contentions of the people;
You have placed me as head of the na-
tions; A people whom I have not known
serve me. 18:44 As soon as they hear,
they obey me; Foreigners submit to me.
18:45 Foreigners fade away, And come
trembling out of their fortresses. 18:46
The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock;
And exalted be the God of my salvation,
18:47 The God who executes vengeance
for me, And subdues peoples under me.
18:48 He delivers me from my enemies;
Surely You lift me above those who
rise up against me; You rescue me from
the violent man. 18:49 Therefore I will
give thanks to You among the nations,
O Lord, And I will sing praises to Your
name. 18:50 He gives great deliverance
to His king, And shows lovingkindness
to His anointed, To David and his de-
scendants forever. (NASB)

18:33 God, who girds on me a belt in
strength, and makes blameless my way.
18:34 Who makes my feet like hinds’; and
he will sustain me in my stronghold. 18:35
Who teaches my hands to do battle, and who
makes my arms as strong as a bronze bow.
18:36 And you have given me strength and
redemption; and your right hand will help
me; and by your word you have multiplied
me. 18:37 You have broadened my steps
in my place, and my knee has not buckled.
18:38 1 will pursue my enemies; [now] have
I destroyed them, and I did not return until I
finished them off. 18:39 I will destroy them,
and they are unable to rise; and the slain have
fallen under the soles of my feet. 18:40 And
you have girded me with strength as a belt to
do battle; you have defeated beneath me the
Gentiles who rise up to do me harm. 18:41
And my foes you have broken in my pres-
ence; you have made them turn tail; [thus] my
enemies | will destroy. 18:42 They seek help,
but they have no redeemer; they pray in the
presence of the Lord, but he does not accept
their prayer. 18:43 I have crushed them like
clods of earth before the storm-wind; and like
the mud of the streets I have trodden them.
18:44 You will deliver me from the discords
of the Gentiles; you will keep me by my des-
tiny a benefactor at the head of the Gentiles;
a people that I did not know shall worship
me. 18:45 At the hearing of the ear, they will
obey me; the sons of the peoples will desert
in my presence. 18:46 The sons of the peo-
ples above will perish, and will go into ex-
ile from their palaces. 18:47 The Lord lives,
and blessed is the mighty one; for from his
presence strength and redemption are given
to me; and exalted is God, the strength of
my redemption. 18:48 It is God who works
retribution for me, and defeats beneath me
the Gentiles who arise to do me harm. 18:49
He delivers me from my foes; indeed against
those who arise to do me harm you will make
me prevail; you will deliver me from Gog and
the armies of rapacious Gentiles with him.
18:50 Because of this, I will give praise in
your presence among the Gentiles, O Lord;
and I will sing praises to your name. 18:51
He works abundant redemption with his king,
and shows favor to his Anointed, to David
and his seed forever. (EMC)

18:33 who strengthens my feet as hart’s
feet, and sets me upon high places. 18:34
He instructs my hands for war: and thou
hast made my arms as a brazen bow.
18:35 And thou hast made me secure
in my salvation: and thy right hand has
helped me, and thy correction has upheld
me to the end; yea, thy correction itself
shall instruct me. 18:36 Thou has made
room for my goings under me, and by
footsteps did not fail. 18:37 I will pursue
mine enemies, and overtake them; and
I will not turn back until they are con-
sumed. 18:38 I will dash them to pieces
and they shall not be able to stand: they
shall fall under my feet. 18:39 For thou
hast girded me with strength for war: thou
hast beaten down under me all that rose
up against me. 18:40 And thou has made
mine enemies turn their backs before me;
and thou hast destroyed them that hated
me. 18:41 They cried, but there was no
deliverer: even to the Lord, but he hear-
kened not to them. 18:42 I will grind
them as the mud of the streets: and I will
beat them small as dust before the wind.
18:43 Deliver me from the gain sayings
of the people: thou shalt make me head
of the Gentiles: a people whom I knew
not served me, 18:44 at the hearing of
the ear they obeyed me: the strange chil-
dren lied to me. 18:45 The strange chil-
dren waxed old, and fell away from their
paths through lameness. 18:46 The Lord
lives; and blessed be my God; and let the
God of my salvation be exalted. 18:47 It
is God that avenges me, and has subdued
the nations under me; 18:48 my deliverer
from angry enemies: thou shalt set me on
high above them that rise up against me:
thou shalt deliver me from the unrigh-
teous man. 18:49 Therefore will I con-
fess to thee, O Lord, among the Gentiles,
and sing to thy name. 18:50 God mag-
nifies the deliverances of his king; and
deals mercifully with David his anoint-
ed, and his seed, for ever. (LXX)

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-50, The Psalm begins saying )77 72y7 | 0%in7? X
DIRY 1217 PIR-22 721 INIR 7I-D0%17 | 0992 NRTI AW 2027-NK 72 | 127 WK 1177 ““For the choir
director. A Psalm of David the servant of the Lord, who spoke to the Lord the words of this song in the day
that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.”” According to the
introductory line, this Psalm was composed as a result of the Lord God Almighty delivering David from the

hand of his enemies and from the arm of Saul. Interestingly, the Aramaic Targum states X°01 ?¥ Rr2wH X
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JDIRWT RN 21227 9va 9T RTK 17 18:1 For praise. About the miracles that occurred to the servant
of the Lord, David, who sang in prophecy in the presence of the Lord the words of this song about all the
days that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the sword of Saul. (EMC) The

rabbis believed that David spoke in the spirit of prophecy (7iX1212) of the miracles that God had performed
for David. What miracles did God provide for David during his life?

Because of the deliverance and the miracles of the mighty hand of God, David sings to the Lord 2
9 T 03N WY 10R) I 2-TONN M V9K "D0mY NI Y90 T 3 P AT RO N
VIR P2IR-17 M RPN 18:1 ‘I love You, O Lord, my strength.” 18:2 The Lord is my rock and my for-
tress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom | take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation,

my stronghold. 18:3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, And | am saved from my enemies.
(NASB) Tehillim / Psalms 18:2 is referenced in Hebrews 2:13, shown below.

Hebrews 2:11-16

2:11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father for
which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 2:12 saying, ‘I will proclaim Your
name to My brethren, In the midst of the congregation | will sing Your praise.” 2:13 And
again, ‘I will put My trust in Him.” And again, “‘Behold, | and the children whom God has
given Me.” 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise
also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the
power of death, that is, the devil, 2:15 and might free those who through fear of death were
subject to slavery all their lives. 2:16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He
gives help to the descendant of Abraham. (NASB)

16 te yap ayialwv kai ol aywalopevor ¢§ évog mavteg: 8¢ fiv aitiav ovk ématoyvvetal
adeh@ovg avTovg Kalelv, PAéywy, Amayyehd 10 Gvopd cov ToiG AdeAPOIG Hov, &V Héow
ékkAnoiog buvow oe: Pkai A, Eyw €oopatl memolBwg em’ adtd: kal méAwy, 1600 €yw kal
T moudio & pot Edwkev O Bedg. Mémel oV Td Madia KEKOWVWVNKEV aipaTtog Kai 0apkag, Kai
avTOG TAPATANGiwG PeETEoXEV TV adT®Y, tva S ToD Bavatov katapynion TOV 10 KpATog
gxovta tod Bavdrov, To0T 0Ty TOV StdPoAov, Pkal dmadAd€n TovTovg, boot poPw Bavatov
S mavtog tod (v €voyol foav SovAeiag. *ov yap drimov dyyélwv émAhapPdvertal, dAA
oméppatog APpadap EmAappdaverar.

David trusted in the strength of God and gave Him praise. The author of Hebrews states that ““I will place my
trust in Him” just like David. Trust and faith are in the Lord who has the power to overcome death. In He-
brews 2:16, interestingly the Scripture states that '®o0 yap drimov ayyéhwv émhappdaverat, dGANG oméppatog
ABpadap émAapBavetar 2:16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descen-
dant of Abraham. (NASB) Based upon Hebrews 2:16, it appears all of the previous verses are restricted to
those who are descendants of Abraham. Does this mean that only the descendants of Abraham (Israel, the
Jews) are saved, that God sent His son only for the descendants of Abraham? What does it mean to be a de-
scendant of Abraham? Can a person of non-Jewish descent be a child of Abraham? (Read John chapter 8)

Reading through Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-2, David says >nT71873°Y90 737 3 2P0 7170 2008 8% 2
TYUIR OIR-TAY 1T RIPR D200 T 023Wn VYO 1IR) 2140 12-n908 1% PR Cu7om 18:1 ‘I love You, O Lord,
my strength.” 18:2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom | take
refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. (NASB) In verses 1 and 2 David describes
God as the following:

8 Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry
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Summary of the indirect ways David refers to God

Strength (°R17)

Rock (3% ,°¥5D)

Fortress (*N71¥7%7)

Deliverer (*¥¥/?)

Shield (°137)

Horn of Salvation ("¥% 1712))
Stronghold (°23w7)

A Rl e

David refers to the Lord as his strength, his rock, his fortress, his deliverer, his shield, the Horn of his sal-
vation, and his stronghold. The use of these attributes of God, in the security, unmoving nature of God’s
promises, we are reminded of the Torah portion from Parashat Ha’azinu, ““to listen, give ear”” Devarim /
Deuteronomy 32:1-52. In Parashat Ha’azinu, Moshe writes a song that he spoke to the children of Israel in
Devarim Deuteronomy 32:1-52. Previously in the Torah, the Lord God told Moshe that Joshua will lead the
people after his death. The Lord told Moshe to write down this song (XT3 72°W3-NX 027 3202 7AY)) and
the song will be a witness against them -72 *JIX2 7 1277 ORIW? 2122 7Y NNTT AW 09-m0n wnk
:ORR TY NRTT TV 0127-NR PRI 9o (Devarim / Deuteronomy 31:29-30). 31:30 Then Moses spoke
in the hearing of all the assembly of Israel the words of this song, until they were complete: (NASB.) In
the opening verse of Parashat Ha’azinu Moshe calls Heaven (2°2%1) and Earth (YX1J) as witnesses to the
covenant (*D- 20X YINT YWD 772X 27T 11°1R7). Calling the solid unmoving (unchanging) Heaven
and Earth as a witness implies that the unmovable things are watching should the children of Israel break
the covenant and disobey God. Moshe proclaims the name of the Lord (R 77177? Q¥ °3) saying He is our
Rock (71%77), that His work is perfect (12¥2 0°1), all of his ways are in truth (71338 78 03N 1°377-92 °3),
there is no injustice (?)¥ 1°X), only righteousness (?°7X) and that He is straight (1)) meaning that God is
upright and just. It is highly likely that David obtained his understanding on the strength of God, the Rock,
the unmovable nature of God from Parashat Ha’azinu. Moshe then says Wpy 737 0pin 1732 X9 1% v

9N7N51 meaning “They have acted corruptly toward Him, They are not His children, because of their defect;
But are a perverse and crooked generation.” In these opening verses, Moshe is contrasting the absolute
goodness of God with our impoverished and fallen lives. In these verses, the Lord God is described as our

“Rock™ (73¥73) in Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:4; David also describes God as his rock and fortress. King
Solomon describes God as a strong tower in Mishley / Proverbs 18:10 which says, “The name of Adonai is
a strong tower; The righteous runs into it and are safe.” The reason David describes God as his rock and

fortress is because of the Torah principle that the Lord our Father has purchased us (X7 732 7°2X) and that

He establishes us (73397 7WY). Throughout Scripture the Lord is described using these solid and unmov-
ing characteristics (i.e. Heaven and earth, rocks, etc). In the covenantal song found in Parashat Ha’azinu,
the words and phrases are representative providing greater meaning by what they stand for. Thinking
hebraically, the words carry meaning beyond what the plane dictionary definition may provide.

The insight the Torah provides for us this week, in regard to Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-2, is on the use
of the word ““rock’ as a circumlocution for the Name of God (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:4). Devarim /
Deuteronomy 32:4, states “The Rock! His work is perfect. For all His ways are just. A God of faithfulness
and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.”” The context of the verse in Tehillim / Psalms 18 brings
us right back to the Torah that “The Rock™ is a reference to God. Stones were commonly used for buildings

Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry 9



and for memorials of important events (see Genesis 28:18, Joshua 24:26, 27; 1 Samuel 7:12). Note that two

words for rock is used in Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-2 Rock (*73X ,*¥70) that may be used for a foundation and
for building. According to the Scriptures, the word rock or stone is also used figuratively of believers (see
1 Peter 2:4-5), and of the Messiah (see Psalms 118:22, Isaiah 28:16, Matthew 21:42, and Acts 4:11). Note
also that in Daniel 2:45 the Messiah is described as being *““cut out of the mountain.” The use of the ““rock”
as a circumlocution is well established in the Tanakh and in the Apostolic Writings. One of the oldest of
several ancient translations of the Hebrew Bible into Greek is the LXX (Septuagint). The LXX was held in
great respect in ancient times as described by Philo and Josephus to having divine inspiration to its authors.
This means that, according to historical accounts, the Greek translation of the Tanach was considered the
inspired Word of God. Comparing the text of the LXX to that of Ginsburg’s Masoretic text it is interesting

to note that the Hebrew word 71X (RocKk) is translated as “Theos” (8eo¢, God). There are a few differences
in the translation of the Septuagint from the Masoretic text but it is widely accepted that the Septuagint
provides an accurate record of the Semitic textual variants. The textual variant here is that the translators

used the word Theos (8eog, God) rather than Petra for the word 71X (Rock). According to Paul’s writings in
Romans 4:13-5:1 the promises of God are made firm (givat PePaiav v énayyeliav) by faith (niotewc) not
only to those who are of the Torah but to all of those who are of the faith of Abraham (Romans 4:16). All
of those who have the faith of Abraham in the Lord God Almighty become the children of Abraham; having

faith in God, in the Rock (71X3) of our Salvation, in the Name of God and the sure foundation stone in the
Name of Yeshua our Savior. To worship the Name is to worship God. The relationship of Yeshua to the
Father is that of a foundation stone, cut right out of the mountain of the Lord (Daniel 2:45). It is this foun-
dation stone that God is building His ecclesia (exkAncia). The use of the name throughout the scriptures and
the various ways in which the Name has been described, there is an emphasis God desires for us to see and to
receive. The emphasis that is being taught is the Torah principle the Lord our Father has done, to purchased

us (X377 F3R 7°2X) and established us (73397 JWY), and all of Scriptures direct us to Yeshua the Messiah,
which is the ultimate and final goal of the revelation of scripture. The love of the Father being demonstrated
through the Son (Yeshua) offering redemption in His blood and salvation in His name so that we might have
the opportunity to know and experience the abiding presence of the Father in our lives and in our commu-
nities. The love of God is then manifest in us by living through Him (Yeshua) 1 John 4:9 By this the love
of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live
through Him. (NASB) Rightly so, as David says in Tehillim / Psalms 18, the Lord is our Strength, our Rock,
our Fortress, our Deliverer, our Shield, the Horn of our Salvation, and our Stronghold 7777 F778 X 2
NP I RPN D7 T 2 YWY T9R) 1N 120NN T VPN CWom NN Y0 A A 0PI
:YYIX 18:1 ‘I love You, O Lord, my strength.” 18:2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My
God, my rock, in whom | take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. (NASB) Note
something else, the Lord described as “the Horn of our Salvation” provides the illustration that the Lord has
made a great noise to arouse those who have fallen asleep that He is present and Salvation is at hand. Do our
lives proclaim His Salvation in this way to the world around us? Drawing this as an illustration or example
for our lives, how might we apply this principle to our lives? How do we proclaim the Salvation of God to
others?

David continues describing the way in which he feels his enemies have surrounded him on all sides
saying in Tehillim / Psalms 18:5-6:

Hebrew:
1N WP CIMTR P20 INY 0220 1 3Ny DY 0901 NIR-2920 200N 1

18:4 The cords of death encompassed me, And the torrents of ungodliness terrified me. 18:5

10 Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry
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The cords of Sheol surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me. (NASB)

Aramaic:
NnKYH RI2N0A RI1207 KT 72727 72 190 991 RN2N7 DY XaN0T RN XpY 2INDPR 1
2210 39312 9192 PIMINT N0 MTPR C1IDPR P21 DMWY N DNV XIMDL DY)

18:5 Distress has surrounded me, like a woman who sits on the birthstool and has no strength
to give birth and so is in danger of death; a band of abusive men has terrified me. 18:6
Armies of sinners have surrounded me; those armed with deadly weapons have confronted
me. (EMC)

David says that death has gotten him bound up and according to the Hebrew text says N)-"727. The word

5217 means ““rope, cord, line”” when used as a noun, and also may have the meaning “throes of (birth or
death).” So David is saying that his enemies that surround him has placed him in the throws of death. The
rabbis translate this in the Aramaic Targum as “a woman who sits on the birthstool and has no strength to
give birth and so is in danger of death.” So David is describing the manner in which he feels by his enemies
that surround him, his strength is gone from laboring for a long time as if at the moment of death. Because
his enemies have surrounded him, he seeks the Lord for help saying YW 728-78) 7170 XK | °92-7%2 7
PRI RI2A | 1197 Ny V73R 92701 YW 18:6 In my distress | called upon the Lord, And cried to my
God for help; He heard my voice out of His temple, And my cry for help before Him came into His ears.
(NASB) Crying out to the Lord for help is a form of seeking the Lord God Almighty. In Tehillim / Psalms
14, David said :D°778-N& W97 223wn U0 NIRI? DTR-°12-2 PpWn own 7)1 2 14:2 The Lord has
looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are any who understand, Who seek after God.
(NASB) The Lord looks down from heaven upon the sons of men and examines our hearts. Yeshua said in
Matthew 6:33, **{nteite 6¢ mp@tov TNy Pactheiav [tod Beod] kai v Sikatocvvny avtod, kai TadTa TavTa
npootednioeton vuiv 6:33 ‘But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you. (NASB) Therefore we may conclude that the Lord God is looking down from heaven to see
who is seeking Him. David also said :708-03 1R 210-70Y PR 983 177° 70 997 3 14:3 They have all
turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one. (NASB) The
way of mankind is corrupt, and there is none that do good. In David’s case, he is seeking the Lord for help
and because he seeks the Lord’s help and not man’s, his cry for help has made it to God’s ears. As a result of
hearing his cry for help, the Lord’s response is 11777 *3 3N 7377 2°77 7091 PIRT | WyIm wyim 1
-2¥227 RY1P31N0R P9IY TN DY U 0 1 Y2 07903 IRA vEn UN) 1983 Wy 7y v b
:mﬁ-’g;a-bs_] X771 ¥ 2373 18:7 Then the earth shook and quaked; And the foundations of the mountains
were trembling And were shaken, because He was angry. 18:8 Smoke went up out of His nostrils, And fire
from His mouth devoured; Coals were kindled by it. 18:9 He bowed the heavens also, and came down With
thick darkness under His feet. (NASB) Nahum 1:5 states “1:5 The mountains quake at him, and the hills
melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yes, the world, and all that dwell therein.”” Tt is interesting
reading through the Scriptures, on the judgment of God, when the Lord comes to earth His holy presence
will burn this sinful world. Take for example the Apostle Paul’s understanding on that great day of the Lord
God Almighty from 2 Thessalonians 1:4-12.

2 Thessalonians 1:4-12

1:4 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perse-
verance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. 1:5
This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy
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of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 1:6 For after all it is only just for
God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 1:7 and to give relief to you who are afflict-
ed and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels
in flaming fire, 1:8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 1:9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 1:10 when He comes to
be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed for
our testimony to you was believed. 1:11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our
God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work
of faith with power, 1:12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you
in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (NASB)

‘0 TE ADTOVG IUAG €V DUTV EykavydoBal €v Taig ékkAnoialg Tod Beod vnép TG DTTOHOVAG VPOV
Kai TioTewg ¢V aoty Toig Stwypols DpdV Kai Taig OAiyeoty aig dvéxeabe, “Evdetypa tiig Swkaiog
Kpioewg tod Beod, eig 1O kata§lwOival Dpdg TG Bactleiag Tod Beod, vmep G Kol TAOKETE,
Seimep Sikatov mapa Oed® dvtamododvat Toig OAiPBovory budg OXIYv "kal DUy Toig OABouévolg
dveowv ped fuav €v T amokakvyel Tod kvpiov Inood &’ ovpavod pet dyyélwv duvapewg
avtod *&v upt PAoYOG, 8180vTog Ekdiknoty Toig pr) eiddoty Bedv Kkai Toig pr HakovoLOLV TA
gvayyehiw 10D kupiov UV Inood, *oitiveg Siknv ticovaty GAebpov aiwviov &md TpoowTov
ToD Kvpiov kai amo TA¢ §6&ng TG loxvog avtod, Pétav éA0n évdofacdivar év toig ayiolg
avtod kai BavpacOijvat &v maotv toig motevoaoty, Ot EmoTtevdn TO HapTOpLOV HUOV ¢’
VUaG, év T Nuépa exeivy. "ei¢ 6 kal mpooevxopeda mavtote mept LUV, iva VUAG d&do
Tii§ KAoewg 6 Bedg UMDV Kal TAnpwor maoav evdokiav ayabwovvng kai Eépyov mioTewg v
Suvayet, 6mwg ¢voo&aadi 10 Gvopa Tod kupiov HUOVINCOD &v DUiy, Kal DUEIS £V adTd, KaTtd
TNV xaptv Tod Beod HuOV kal kKupiov Inood Xplotod.

According to 2 Thessalonians 1:7, Yeshua will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming
fire. This is parallel to Isaiah 66:15 For behold, the Lord will come in fire And His chariots like the whirl-
wind, To render His anger with fury, And His rebuke with flames of fire. NASB (X127 WX2 717> 737-"3 W0
[WR-"20722 IN7y3) 19K 102 20w 1271 19192)) and to Shemot / Exodus 19:18 Now Mount Sinai was
all in smoke because the LORD descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a fur-
nace, and the whole mountain quaked violently. NASB (W2 71372 19 72 WK 197 192 10y 10 0m
STRR 77-22 70 W2 WY 1wy DY) Scripture also says in Shemot / Exodus 3:2 that God manifest
Himself “in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush.”” We see in Shemot / Exodus 3, a burning bush, a man
(Moshe), and God Himself, speaking to Moshe from out of the flame that was in the midst of the bush.
Why does God throughout the Scriptures reveal Himself in a flame of fire? The flame is certainly a super-
natural phenomenon, since the bush burned without being consumed. On the mountain of Sinai, the Lord
descended in a flame and the mountain burned. The flame is more than a supernatural phenomenon, it is a
manifestation of God. How do we know this? The Scriptures say that Moshe was afraid to look, not upon
the flame, but upon God; yet the flame was the only thing visible in the bush. According to the Scriptures,
there are quite a few passages that state that God is invisible (John 1:17, 1 Timothy 1:17, and Hebrews 11:27
to list a few). Yet, the passage from Tehillim / Psalms 18, and in Shemot / Exodus chapters 3 and 19, says
that Moshe, realized who he was speaking to and was afraid to look upon God. This is because God had
manifest Himself in the flame. In the Tanach, a manifestation of God was any kind of visible appearance
of God, for example in the cloud known as the Shekhinah (a word that describes dwelling or settling, and
is used to denote the dwelling or settling divine presence of God, especially in the Temple in Jerusalem).
Scholars call the manifestation of God a ““theophany,” according to Concise Oxford English Dictionary
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meaning ““a visible manifestation to humankind of God.” In these cases, God appears as a flame of fire in
the midst of a burning bush to speak to Moshe. According to Mark 12:26, Yeshua confirmed this when He
said, 12:26 ‘But regarding the fact that the dead rise again, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the
passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? (NASB) The Apostle Paul states in 2 Thessalonians that Yeshua will be
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire. In the Tanach, God was manifested in the
flame and therefore we could also say that the flame was an image, a visible representation, of the invisi-
ble God. Clearly, God was in the flame; therefore, to see the flame was to see God. Since no one struck a
match to ignite this fire, it is clear that the flame came from God in the sense that God originated it. As the
originator of the flame, the Lord God brought it forth. The God who was in the flame was the same God
Yeshua referred to as His Father. In John 17:3, Yeshua identified His Father as ““the only true God.” In 1
Corinthians 8:6, Paul affirmed that “for us there is one God, the Father.”” In Jeremiah 10:10, the prophet
declared, “The LORD is the true God.” The One in the burning bush called Himself “The LORD God of
your fathers” (Shemot / Exodus 3:15). In a sense, when we come before the Lord God Almighty, sin will be
burned up, consumed by the very presence of God Himself. If we do not have the Lord’s righteousness and
the forgiveness of sins in Yeshua the Messiah, standing in the presence of God we would be consumed by
the glory of His presence. This is why Paul wrote what he did in 2 Thessalonians 1:7 and to give relief to
you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty an-
gels in flaming fire, 1:8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 1:9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence
of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 1:10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day,
and to be marveled at among all who have believed for our testimony to you was believed. (NASB) When
the Lord returns, judgment will come and utter destruction (eternal destruction) will come to those who do
not know God, those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah. According to the text in
2 Thessalonians, to know the Lord God Almighty is synonymous with obeying the gospel of Yeshua. Have
you ever noticed this in the Apostolic Writings before? What does it mean to obey the gospel of Yeshua?
How do we do this? Is this nothing less than obeying the Torah of God? As the Scriptures say in Him, in
Christ we establish the Torah (Romans 3:31). The earth is described as burning in His presence throughout
the Scriptures, how much more so will the wicked burn on His coming? Prevention of utter destruction in
the presence of God is reliant upon Yeshua and His teaching, obeying His teaching, and our knowing God.

David said that when the Lord heard his prayer, the earth shook, the mountains trembled, and smoke
went up from His nostrils, fire from His mouth, and He bowed down the heavens and thick darkness was
under His feet (Tehillim / Psalms 18:7-9). He then states in Tehillim / Psalms 18:10-18.

N> 20 :MIN-"932-7¥ KT A7) 21712-7Y 22771 XY P31 N0 997 T oy v
TUN-"703) 703 02 1Y T A 2 DRIy 02 DU-n2YD 20 Pian 100 | Tyn
20 DRI DI RN MY W0 w20 T2 R 1 I M [ a2 oy 7
MY T RN T DY MY ANJY 230 MITOT 1237 0 R0 [ N7 10 o
DI TXN-D NI Y AR TP M 003D D IR IR DR

18:10 He rode upon a cherub and flew; And He sped upon the wings of the wind. 18:11 He
made darkness His hiding place, His canopy around Him, Darkness of waters, thick clouds
of the skies. 18:12 From the brightness before Him passed His thick clouds, Hailstones and
coals of fire. 18:13 The Lord also thundered in the heavens, And the Most High uttered His
voice, Hailstones and coals of fire. 18:14 He sent out His arrows, and scattered them, And
lightning flashes in abundance, and routed them. 18:15 Then the channels of water ap-
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peared, And the foundations of the world were laid bare At Your rebuke, O Lord, At the blast
of the breath of Your nostrils. 18:16 He sent from on high, He took me; He drew me out of
many waters. 18:17 He delivered me from my strong enemy, And from those who hated me,
for they were too mighty for me. 18:18 They confronted me in the day of my calamity, But
the Lord was my stay.

Tehillim / Psalms 18:10 states that the Lord God rode upon a cherub and flew. Does the Lord God really
need to ride upon a cherub for wings to fly? The Psalm describes the Lord making darkness his dwelling
place using thick clouds from the sky. The Lord Himself is light (brightness) and the clouds hide His glory.
The Lord thunders when He utters His voice and from out of His word comes coals, hailstones, and fire.
This description seems to parallel what took place at the mountain of Sinai, and of the construction of the
Tabernacle, the Holy of Holies (a dark place), and the cloud that is manifest from burning incense before the
priest enters in to make atonement on Yom Kippur. The cherub upon which the Lord rides is a parallel to
the construction of the Ark of the covenant in Shemot / Exodus 25. Let’s look at select verses from Shemot
/ Exodus 25 from the Hebrew and Aramaic Targum.

A2-22 PI0D 712 P95 NINW 950 771N nwNd Masoretic Text
Tan njg;a 53_]73 :Inx ’NWQW DW :|‘7 3n7¥1]1 99 Shemot / Exodus :25:22 -
7Y 1{2]’3—‘7; nX N7V JR-9Y WK 0°2737 "3 25:22 “There | will meet with you; and from abo_ve
: ’ﬁy ]'ﬂ.?W' Y ' - 9. :‘7&1’&7"’33—‘7& Tlm& the_ mercy seat, from between t_he two cherublm
P OMeoR e EEe =7 omw O TR which are upon the ark of the testimony, | will speak
R X ARY 127 9K 190X D0RR D°0Y | 10 you about all that | will give you in commandment
for the sons of Israel. (NASB)
AD-25 20D 515 2D NIRW 950 BWPIIN 21A1N | Aramaic Targum (Onkelos)
RD7I92 1297 T2y 270 12 T2 "W 1pry) 20 | Shemot/ Exodus 25:22. |
793 M7 ROITOT RIK 2Y °T X223 TR 728 25:22 And | will appoint My Word (Memra) with

; inB 799 S 5> 12 M AN 0 T8 thee there; and I will speak with thee from above the
YR XN T2y0) A2 2892 233 NI S0 2 TR Propitiatory, from between the two kerubin that are

ROR) 7012 ROPR) 37N AR PRI PO | ypon the Ark of the Testimony, all that | may com-
72 T°2YN) °27 277 A°N °900) 70 (A1 3791 mand thee for the sons of Israel. (EMC)
ZW‘IHQ 'ﬁﬂ@ 2077 7

In Shemot / Exodus 25:22, God is describing the construction of the mercy seat upon the Ark of the Cove-
nant saying in Shemot / Exodus 25:21 “You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall
put the testimony which 1 will give to you. 25:22 “There | will meet with you; and from above the mercy seat,
from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that
I will give you in commandment for the sons of Israel. (NASB) The phrase ““mercy seat™ is a translation of
the Hebrew text that actually says “‘kapporet” in the Masoretic text or of the Greek term *““hilasterion” from
the Septuagint (LXX). The Hebrew text of Shemot / Exodus 25:22 states that the Lord God will meet with
Moshe to speak to him (and to the Kohen HaGadol, High Priest) from between the Cherubim. According
to the Aramaic Targum, the text says “And | will appoint my Word for you there.” And so, it is ““the Word”’

of God (°7%°R, Memra) that will meet with and speak to Moshe from between the Cherubim.
Next, the verses 19-25 from Tehillim / Psalms 18, are outlined in the following way:

Outline of Tehillim 18:19-25

1. 9279793 21897 ann7 *0xi D 18:19 He brought me forth also into a broad place; He rescued
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me, because He delighted in me. (NASB)

2.9 2007 972 122 9RT782 73 219n3Y XD: 18:20 The Lord has rewarded me according to my righteous-
ness; According to the cleanness of my hands He has recompensed me. (NASB)

3. 298D RYYI-KD) 71T 0277 CAnW-"2 22 18:21 For | have kept the ways of the Lord, And have
not wickedly departed from my God. (NASB)

4. 230 POR-X? 1POPM 717 1VRYN-22 93 3D 18:22 For all His ordinances were before me, And |
did not put away His statutes from me. (NASB)

5. 01Yn MAWR] 1Y 000 AR 72 18:23 | was also blameless with Him, And | kept myself from my
iniquity. (NASB)

6. 11V TN 0T 722 RTY O M-2Wn 1D 18:24 Therefore the Lord has recompensed me accord-
ing to my righteousness, According to the cleanness of my hands in His eyes. (NASB)

7. :0nRPR 2°HD N23-0¥ TO0NN 7°00-0Y 1D 18:25 With the kind You show Yourself kind; With the
blameless You show Yourself blameless; (NASB)

According to David, the Lord brought him froth into an open place, this is a form of rescuing and the Lord
rescued him because His delight was in him (David). David is obviously in hiding some place in Israel and
the Lord taking and moving him to an open place suggests that he would have no enemies to attach him on
either side. He continues saying that the Lord rewarded him according to his righteousness and the clean-
ness of his hands. The reason being that he has kept the ways of the Lord and have not departed from the
Lord and His ways. David says all of the Lord’s ordinances were before him and he did not put His statues
away from him, He says that he is blameless and has kept himself from his own iniquity. Thus The Lord
has returned towards him according to the cleanness of his hands. What is interesting about these verses is

how David describes his reward, the Lord turning back towards him (2°%?) from the Hebrew word “Shuv”

(2W2) is a result of his living in righteousness. So according to David, the way that we live effects our walk
with the Lord. Let’s studying this concept a little further from the Torah text. In Parashat Re’eh (Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 11:26-12:28) Moshe says :7777271 17272 017 022397 103 *21X 787 “See, | am setting before
you today a blessing and a curse.” Moshe says the blessing comes if we “listen and obey.”” This is exactly
what David is saying here in Tehillim / Psalms 18. Whereas, the curse comes to those who turn aside from
the way God has commanded. Moshe says that when the Lord brings you into the land, place the blessing

(729217) on mount Gerizim and the curse (777{17) on mount Ebal. Mount Gerizim and Ebal are two moun-
tains in the vicinity of the West Bank city of Nablus (in Hebrew known as Shechem). These form the south-
ern side of the valley in which Nablus is situated on the north side. This mountain is one of the highest peaks
in the West Bank and is the highest peak in all of Israel. The blessing and the curse here represents those

who remain “‘within” the covenant (:727327) on mount Gerizim with God and those who remain ““outside”

of the covenant (7127p7) on mount Ebal. Those inside the covenant live inside of the Promised Land and
enjoy the blessing and protection of God living according to God’s ways as detailed according to the Torah.
Those outside do not live according to God’s ways, do not have regard for the mitzvot, for the precepts or
statues of God and therefore have no part in God’s promises. Remaining within the covenant is emphasized
as Moshe continues to speak to the people stating five times saying that 77377 WI2-IYR DIPHI-2X-0K 3
STAW DRI WITN 19U oY iaw-nR DI 02°0aw-22n 029K 12:5 ‘But you shall seek the LORD at the
place which the Lord your God will choose from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwell-
ing, and there you shall come. (NASB) (See Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:5, 11, 14, 18, 21). According to the
Scriptures, God revealed himself through Israel in order to make His Name known to the World. Today, do
we allow the Lord to establish within us a place where He can make His name known in the way we live?
This brings us back to the previous question on how do we proclaim the Salvation of God to others?
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Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:26-30

11:26 “See, | am setting before you today a blessing and
acurse: 11:27 the blessing, if you listen to the command-
ments of the Lord your God, which I am commanding
you today; 11:28 and the curse, if you do not listen to
the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside
from the way which | am commanding you today, by fol-
lowing other gods which you have not known. 11:29 ‘It
shall come about, when the Lord your God brings you
into the land where you are entering to possess it, that
you shall place the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the
curse on Mount Ebal. 11:30 ‘Are they not across the
Jordan, west of the way toward the sunset, in the land of
the Canaanites who live in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal,

beside the oaks of Moreh? (NASB)

The opening word of Parashat Reah is the Hebrew word 71X?) which is written in the singular form meaning

“see” followed by the phrase 017 02°397 101 °J1Y, a phrase containing the plural pronominal suffix ““you.”
According to the Hebrew text, based on the singular-plural forms written in Parashat Reah, each person, on

an individual basis (X7, “see” in the singular form) will be affected by the blessing and the curse. Note the
use of the singular and plural forms here in the text are meant to emphasize that the Torah has been given to
all “who have ears to hear” and it is the personal responsibility of each individual to choose life, hold onto
the Lord God, obey His voice, and walk in God’s word (in His ways) in our daily lives as Moshe says in

sefer Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:19-20, 2°°177 YIRZ-NXR) 2A%W3-NX 017 022 °N7v0 0 % P75 0°127 90
%P2 Yo TN MIT-NN T3INY D YN ADN WA WP 002 D0 7YIRT) 12723 T 003 N

nN? PR PO DTIINT PNIN2 7Y YW W RINT-7Y NI P TIR) 0 0 02 27137
:077 Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:19 ‘I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that | have set
before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your
descendants, 30:20 by loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this
is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.” (NASB) According to these scriptures, there is no room for com-
178 7Im-NR 72X7
R IR 720 KT 0D 12-722797 1922 “love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, holding fast to the Lord
is your life and the length of your days;”” these Scriptures show the absolute necessity of living each day by
holding onto and drawing near to the Lord God Almighty in the Messiah. I say in the Messiah because it is
because of the Messiah and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that enables us to do these things in a way that
is pleasing to the Lord God Almighty.
The blessing and cursing is contrasted with Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:8 that states J3Wyn X? 11
YD WI-72 WK 0T 7D WY MR WK 923 “you shall not do at all what we are doing here today,
every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes.”

promise in this decision making process to “choose life.”” The Scriptures say Y%7 77078
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Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:8-11

12:8 “You shall not do at all what we are doing here today, every man doing whatever is right
in his own eyes; 12:9 for you have not as yet come to the resting place and the inheritance
which the Lord your God is giving you. 12:10 “When you cross the Jordan and live in the
land which the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your
enemies around you so that you live in security, 12:11 then it shall come about that the place
in which the Lord your God will choose for His name to dwell, there you shall bring all that
I command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution of
your hand, and all your choice votive offerings which you will vow to the Lord. (NASB)

According to the Modern Hebrew lexicons, the phrase 1°3°Y2 W7 appears to be a Hebrew idiom meaning
“whatsoever is right in his own eyes.” Dissecting this phrase, I° means ““straight, even, level, smooth”

and 1°1°Y2 means ““in his eyes.” The straightness of the eye is a way of describing the path one is taking,
the choice that one is making in one’s life to choose life or to choose death, to walk with God or to walk
contrary to what God has commanded. We walk where our eyes tell us to go. What we look at for extended
periods of time is the direction our mind and body will proceed into. According to Moshe, before entering
into the Promised Land, each was doing what they thought was right in his or her own eyes. Therefore, the
straightness of the eye was indicative of the way one walked before God. The warning is given just prior to
Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:8 to destroy all of the idols and places of worship and to not do as the nations do
when serving the Lord God Almighty. So the ““straightness of the eye™ is related to whether one is walking
in righteousness or in sin. Is part of the gospel message of Yeshua to walk in righteousness and not walk in
sin? It is interesting, in the Apostolic Writings, Yeshua warned the people of the kind of treasure one seeks
in this world drawing a parallel with whether the eye is good or bad in Matthew 6:20-23 follows prototypical
to the teaching here in the Torah and with what David is saying in Tehillim / Psalms 18. Here the Torah tells
us to fear (-IX7?) the Lord, to walk in all His ways (1°277-222 N2377), to love Him (inX 712%7), and to serve
Him with all our heart (7237-222) and all our soul (/91-723). Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:12 summarizes
beginning with fearing the Lord God. What does it mean to fear the Lord? Are we to be afraid of God’s
approval of us or be afraid of the future expectation of judgment? According to King Solomon, *““the fear of
the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom” (Mishley / Proverbs 9:10) since without fear we would not turn from
our sins but would continue to walk in darkness.

The Hebrew word translated as “fear” is X7 has a range of meanings throughout the scriptures.
The fear of the Lord as described in the Tanakh is a designation for true devoutness to the Lord (see Mishley
/ Proverbs 1:7, Job 28:28, and Tehilim / Psalms 19:9). Fear is also synonymous with love and hope, not a
slavish dread, but rather reverence towards God (Compare: Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:6, Hosea 11:1, and
Isaiah 1:2, 63:16, 64:8). The Lord God is also called “the Fear of Yitzchak™ in sefer Bereshit / Genesis
31:42 and 31:53 as it is translated as ““the God whom Yitzchak feared.” Fear is also paralleled in the Apos-
tolic Writings as a way to prevent carelessness in ones faith and as an incentive leading to repentance (see
Matthew 10:28, 2 Corinthians 5:11, 7:1, Philippians 2:12, Ephesians 5:21, and Hebrews 12:28-29). Based
on these Scriptures, fear can lead to anticipation of danger or as a reference to the reverence of God. There-
fore, according to the Scriptures, the fear of the Lord includes an overwhelming sense of glory, worth, and

beauty of the Lord God Almighty. It is also interesting that fear (77X7”) appears to be derived from the root
word X7 (see). Does the fear of the Lord come from a sense of seeing God’s power at work in the Scrip-
tures, in this world or in our lives? Should we fear the Lord God in the sense of being threatened by Him
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for our sins or are we to regard Him in wonder and with respect? These are important questions because the
type of fear (-1¥7?) that we have will reflect upon how we walk in all His ways (1°227-722 N2%Y), love Him
(ANX 7127X7), and serve Him with all our heart (7227-222) and all our soul (7%/931-223).

Yeshua told us that unless one is born new having a spiritual rebirth one cannot see the kingdom of
God according to John 3:3 while he was talking to Nicodemus, saying “amein amein” (Apnyv dunv) “truly
truly” I say to you unless one is born from above (&vwBev) he is not able to behold the kingdom (Bact\eiav)
of God. The principle of “life from above” is revealed in God’s covenant and the process in which God
would bless His people. The covenant was to bring the people to God and to teach them to trust Him, to
delight in Him, and to be one with Him. Being born from above is God working in our lives to change us

from the inside out because of His great love for us. Because it is written 172 yn¢™% 72798 73-n& 72087

R TIN) 20 RIT 09 12-7p2771 ... love the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast
to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, ...”” The Lord loves His children as it is written in
Jeremiah 31:2 says 797 T°RWR 12-2¥ TRIR 0721V N2IXR) °7 A81 737 PInOn ““I love you with an ever-
lasting love and in chased (797, mercy/grace) | draw you to me.” According to Jeremiah, God the Father
draws us to Himself. Yeshua believed the Scriptures saying in John 6:44 o0d¢eig SOvatat ENOely Tpdg e v
un 6 matnp 6 mMépyag pe EAkOon avTdy, Kayw dvaotiow adToV €v Tf) €oxatn Nuépa. ‘NO one can come to
Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and | will raise him up on the last day. (NASB) God’s chased
(797, mercy) takes action, allowing us to come to our senses and turn from our sin and turn to Yeshua the
Messiah. Being born from above is an action of creation by the hand of God as it says in John 1:13 R? WX
217911 2977787 OR 9D 723 7O XY AR W1AT YO X1 2772 “not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the

will of man, but of God.” The Hebrew translation of the Greek says ‘Y7971 DOTORND” meaning “from God he
is born,” The reference here is to the Word of God (John 1:1) and of being born new. The Lord God makes

a place in our hearts through which He works His will in our lives. As a result, rather than fear (7X??) the
Lord in the sense of judgment, we fear the Lord to walk in His ways, and to seek Him for help. It is written

His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, ...”” Is this what David
meant when he tells us the Lord has rewarded him according to his righteousness and the cleanness of his
hands? Is this what is meant when Paul wrote to the believers in Thessalonica in 2 Thessalonians 1:7 and to
give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with
His mighty angels in flaming fire, 1:8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. (NASB) those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Yeshua the

Messiah? It says in the Hebrew text <192 ¥/ “to hear His voice” and the English translation says ““by

obeying His voice™ and “12-722773” “to be devoted in Him” and the English translation says ““by holding
fast to Him.” According to Paul, to know the Lord God Almighty is synonymous with obeying the gospel
of Yeshua in 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8. In the Torah portion (Parashat Re’eh) to hear His voice is synonymous
with obeying His voice. To be devoted to Him is synonymous with holding fast to Him. We hear the Word
of God and we believe by faith (Romans 10:17). We hold fast to the Word of God because He is the length
of our days, He gives us life. David describes the way of his live is being devoted to following God’s Torah

(His ways) and the Lord God Almighty turns back (2°%) to him because he seeks to walk righteously before
the Lord. Today, believing in Yeshua the Messiah, the Living Word of God (John 1:14), we are obeying the
Torah command for substitutionary atonement. But if our lives do not change to follow God in His ways,
are we really holding fast and being devoted to Him according to the gospel of Yeshua? If you listen and
obey you have the blessing of God, Scripture says so. If we do not listen and obey, there is nothing more
than the expectation of judgment on that great day of the Lord according to the book of Hebrews.
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Hebrews 10:26-31

10:26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 10:27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the
fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries. 10:28 Anyone who has set aside the Law
of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 10:29 How much
severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God,
and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has
insulted the Spirit of grace? 10:30 For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, | will
repay.” And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.” 10:31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into
the hands of the living God. (NASB)

26Exovoiwg yap apaptavovtov Nudv petd 1o AaPelv v éniyvwotv tig dAnbeiag, odkétt
mepl apapTi®v dnoleinetat Buoia, 27¢oPepa 8¢ Tig €kdoxn Kpioewg kai TVPoG (flog éoBietv
HéAovVTOG TOLG mevavTiovg. 2840etnoag TG vopov Mwidoéwg xwpls oikTippdv émi dvotv f
TpLoly pdptuoy dmobvijoket: 29ndow dokeite xeipovog dlwbnoetat Tipwpiag 6 TOV VIOV TOD
Oeod katamatioag, kai T aipa TG StabnKng koo ynodpevog év @ fytdodn, kai To Tvedpa
Tiig Xapttog évuPpioag; 300idapev yap tov eindvta, Epol xdiknoig, £yw dvtamoddow: kal
méAw, Kpivel kOplog tov Aaov avtod. 31poBepov 10 eumeoelv eig xeipag Oeod {dvTog.

Believing in Yeshua (the salvation of God) has always been coupled with listening and obeying the word of
the Lord. Outside of Yeshua, there is no salvation, no redemption, no deliverance from sin, there is nothing
left but the curse. If we willfully walk and live in sin, there is only the expectation of judgment. David said
in Tehillim / Psalms 18:23, :>13y7 pWR] Ay 2% "a8] 72 18:23 | was also blameless with Him, And
| kept myself from my iniquity. (NASB) He kept himself from “his iniquity.” Only with the Lord’s help,
and persevering to seek the kingdom of God, walking in His ways, and seeking Yeshua for help is victory
made possible. Scripture says in Devarim / Deuteronomy 30 to *“... love the Lord your God, by obeying His
voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, ...”” Truly, the Lord God
Almighty and Yeshua His Son are the length of our days. What an awesome God we serve! Let’s pray!

Partb:

David continues saying to the Lord 702010 121-QV 1D DR 2°R0 123-0¥ 70000 7T°00-0V 1D
:2NBNA Wpy-0v) 18:25 With the kind You show Yourself kind; With the blameless You show Yourself blame-
less; 18:26 With the pure You show Yourself pure, And with the crooked You show Yourself astute. (NASB)
The Scriptures say that with the kind, the blameless, and the pure, the Lord shows Himself to be kind,
blameless, and pure, and with the crooked the Lord shows himself to be astute. Here the word translated

“crooked” (UpY) means ““stubborn, obstinate, adamant, intractable, perversive, willful, bigoted, bulldog,

bullish, contrary, contumelious; perverted” and the word 5239:;13;1, from the root word N9, means ““be twist-
ed, bent, curved” is written in the Hiphil verbal pattern to have the meaning “‘be twisted, bent, be perverted,
struggle, or evasive, wriggle, writhe (in pain).” This verse says that the Lord will cause trouble for those
who are crooked or perverse. Does God send bad things to the wicked? I have heard it taught that only good
things come from the Lord, not bad things following by the reasoning “how could I trust a God who sends
bad things to me?” Is this judgmental of the Lord God Almighty? Thinking in this way, is one conforming
the Lord unto one’s own likeness? In Tehillim / Psalms 18:26-27 (25-26) the Scripture states that He will
show kindness to those who are kind, blameless to those who are blameless, and pure to those who are pure.
What would God show to those who are not kind, blameless, and pure? What about to those who say they
are His children (I believe in Jesus) but do not exhibit kindness, blamelessness, and purity? Does God bring
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bad things into our lives for the purpose of bringing us back to Him? When bad things do happen to us, if
we question God rather than examining our lives, are we missing the mark? Consider the historical account
from Parashat Ki Tisa (Shemot / Exodus 30:11-34:35) the Scriptures say 22 P79 N1AY 990 XWN °3 NWID
ayh niwY? 127 WK nYI7-2Y 3 om0 2100 32:14 So the Lord changed His mind about the harm
which He said He would do to His people. (NASB) The reason God changed His mind is because of who he
is according to Shemot / Exodus 34:6-7, 1°32-2¥ | 73> 52y™  1,1-1 P02 T2 P9 MW 190 RWN °D NwD
K7 71p3) TN YUR) 1Y NWI DK 197 X1 T IMRN) TR-22) 219K TN 1) DD 9 A [ 3 X
:0OY20-5) DWHY-2Y 0°32 °12-2¥) 0°12-2¥ AR 13V | 78 1R3> 34:6 Then the Lord passed by in front of
him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding
in lovingkindness and truth; 34:7 who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgres-
sion and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the
children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” (NASB) The reason for the Lord’s
repenting and turning from His wrath is found within the word 7977 which is most often translated as “stead-
fast love™ or “lovingkindness™ in the English translations. According to the Scriptures, the word Chesed
(797) is most often connected in relation to God’s covenant with His people. Brown, Driver, and Briggs
lexicon define Chesed as ““favor, grace, charity, kindness, benevolence, graciousness, mercy, prayerful, be-
nignity.” Another way to think about Chesed (797) is within the context of the covenant; God’s ““Covenant
Love™ that He has for His people. It was this covenant love that the Lord God decided to enter into even
after the people’s sin of idolatry at the mountain of Sinai. So when we read Tehillim / Psalms 18:25, show-
ing kindness to those who are kind, the word 7°077 from the root 797} suggests that the one who is kind, is
doing so as having a covenant relationship with God. It is because of the covenant grace that we have in the
Lord that kindness proceeds from each one of us; the covenant relationship with God is transforming. What
is being indicated here is God expects faithfulness on our part in His Covenant with His people, that is par-
alleled to the Lord’s faithfulness to Abraham and the covenant that He made with Abraham in Parashat Lech
Lecha (Bereshit / Genesis 12-17) where God promises Abraham that His covenant will be an everlasting
covenant for Abraham’s offspring (descendent’s, seed, etc). Therefore, it was because of God’s covenant
with Abraham that the He extended His grace (797) to the people at Sinai and made them His people. Sim-

ilarly, in the book of Jonah, it is by His grace (797) that the people of Nineveh were forgiven and He turned
from His wrath. It is also by His grace that he brought Yeshua into this world to make atonement for our
sins. As we study the Scriptures, we learn that throughout Israel’s history God extends his grace (797) be-
cause of the covenant that He entered into with Abraham, and with all of Israel at the mountain of Sinai. The
emphasis on the character of God in Shemot / Exodus 34 verses 6-7 reveals God’s mercy and grace (7977
Chesed) towards His chosen people. As a result of these things, the Lord proceeds to give the Torah to the
people and establish His covenant with them exactly as He had promised 400 years prior to Abraham. The
Aramaic Targum states oW M7 PIYY 7°YAT OV XT0M 72919 RNPA0N TRTP 7°00 OONWRT O57AR Y 1D
92 1A °112 RNN2 TRTR RN POIT 7002 M7 2pY AV T SR MY Rt RNINHIWR NPT
T1IN727°2 HRAW° TAY DY W02 120N 122WNT SRIXMY VI AYID 21 RP20D 92 11 OV RDWIORY RONnY
:77nawnn2a 18:26 With Abraham, who was found pious in your presence, you showed much mercy; with his
seed, Isaac, who was complete in fear of you, you completed your favorable word. 18:27 With Jacob, who
was pure in your presence, you chose his sons from all the Gentiles, and separated his seed from all that is
unfit; but with Pharaoh and his seed, and the Egyptians who thought evil thoughts against your people, you
confounded them in their thoughts. (EMC) The Rabbis parallel the patriarchs with piety (701, “follower,
adherent; pious, kind’”) Abraham exhibited kindness in the presence of the Lord, and Isaac had the fear of
God in him. On the other hand, the rabbis say, according to the Aramaic Targum, that Jacob was pure in
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God’s presence, however, reading the narrative on Jacob’s life, he did many things that were not so nice
cheating his brother out of his inheritance and the things he did to Laban, etc. The Aramaic Targum then
parallels this to how God treated Pharaoh and all the gentiles separating Israel for a people to himself. These
things of being kind, blameless, and pure are paraphrased in the lives of the patriarchs and how God dealt
with Pharaoh and the gentile nations. The Septuagint (LXX) states the following, 18:25 petda 6ciov 0owwOnon
Kal petd avopog d0dov ab®og €on 18:26 kai petd ExAektod EkAekTog €01 Kal petd oTpePAod dtaotpéyelg
18:25 With the holy thou wilt be holy; and with the innocent man thou wilt be innocent. 18:26 And with the
excellent man thou wilt be excellent; and with the perverse thou wilt shew frowardness. (LXX) Here the

rabbis translate the Hebrew text 7°017 to refer to ““holiness” that being holy, God will be holy, and to the

innocent, God will be innocent. Note that the rabbis translate the word 7°017 using the Greek word 6ciov
which means ““sacred” and is translated into English as *“*holy.”” This suggests that the man who walks in
holiness walks a sacred life, a life that is holy and separate unto God. The one who does this the Lord will
show holiness and sacredness back to him. Therefore, walking in God’s ways, to be kind to others (wheth-
er friend or foe), being blameless, and living pure lives, will result in the Lord God Almighty showing Him-
self to be kind, blameless, and pure. This should be reason for us to examine our own lives each day, what
we see, what we listen to, what we say, how we treat others, and what is going on in our thought life, because
all of these things are visible before the Lord in heaven. The most important of all of these things is to seek
the Lord for His help, ask in the name of Yeshua the Messiah, by the power of the Holy Spirit. In doing this
we must humble ourselves and seek His guidance. The reason we are to humble ourselves and seek Him is
found in David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 18:28, :2°9Wn ninJ 0°1°¥) ¥°Win *1y-0y naR-2 15 18:27
For You save an afflicted people, But haughty eyes You abase. (NASB) The Lord saves those who are afflict-
ed and who seek Him (¥°%n 1y-0¥ 7AX-"3) and the proud are described as having ““haughty eyes” (2°3°¥)
nin7) God will cause them to become “weaker” (2°2%R) here the word is translated as abase, but its mean-
ing says ‘““become lower, become weaker, to humiliate.” If we do not humble ourselves before men and
before the Lord, we will be subjected to the Lord working humbleness in our lives meaning that He will
bring situations into our lives to help us realize that He is in control, He is to be praised, and He is the One
whom we are to seek daily.

David continues saying >77821 7173 YR T2-°3 9 230D 3000 o009R 100 073 URA AAR-D WD
TMW-277% 18:28 For You light my lamp; The Lord my God illumines my darkness. 18:29 For by You | can
run upon a troop; And by my God I can leap over a wall. (NASB) Strange thing is that reading the Hebrew

text the Scripture appears to say that David is able “jump over a bull”” (11-327%) with God’s help. On the
other hand, the English translation says “leap over a wall.”” What does it mean to jump or leap a bull? In
Crete, there is a Bull-Leaping Fresco known as the “Knossos.” The Bull was a central theme in the Minoan
civilization, with bull heads and bull horns used as symbols in the Knossos palace. The Minoan fresco and
Minoan ceramics depict the bull-leaping ritual were both male and female jumped over bulls by grasping
their horns. In the Mesopotamian - Sumerian “Epic of Gilgamesh™ depicts Gilgamesh killing Enkidu the
Bull of Heaven. This was an act of defiance to the gods. Note that bulls were depicted as messengers of God
in the ancient culture. Killing the messenger was synonymous with defying the one who sent the messenger.
(i.e. Just like the examples given in the parables Yeshua told on the steward and the vineyard.) From the
carliest times, the bull is depicted as lunar in Mesopotamia (i.e. its horns representing the crescent moon),
(Information taken from Jules Cashford, The Moon: Myth and Image 2003, begins the section “Bull and
cow” pp 102). The bull was also known as a sacred animal in Egypt and in the late Hellenistic and Roman
syncretic cult of Mithras. The question before though on Tehillim / Psalms 18:28 (29) is whether David was

really referring to “jumping a bull”” (13W-327X) or was he referring to jumping a wall as all English transla-
tions of the Scriptures suggest? The Aramaic Targum translates the verse as "W 30K 72727 200 2
219N 1372 WIIR PR a3 18:30 For by your word | will pass through armies; and by the word
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of my God I will subdue mighty citadels. (EMC) and the Septuagint translates the verse as 18:29 81t év ool
puobnoopat amod melpatnpiov kai v @ Bed pov vepPricopat teixog 18:29 For by thee shall | be delivered
from a troop; and by my God I will pass over a wall. (LXX) The rabbis of 200-250 BC translate the verse
to say “l will pass over a wall.”” The rabbis of the late first and second centuries translate as “I will subdue
mighty citadels.” Interestingly, examining Brown Drivers and Briggs Lexicon, the word 71 as a masculine
noun does have the meaning of wall. The Aramaic translation of wall is X7 and in fact there are some

Scriptural examples on the use of the word W as “wall” in the Tanach found in Bereshit / Genesis 49:22,
2 Samuel 22:30, and Jeremiah 5:10. Let’s look at these verses:

VR 27D NOWNRN2 T80

MW7y A7YX N1 PY-"28 NID 12 A9P N7B 2 2D
49:22 “Joseph is a fruitful bough, A fruitful bough by a spring; Its branches run over a wall.
(NASB)

25 1D 2 HRINW DD
MB-ATN OTORD TITI PIW 20D D
22:30 “For by You I can run upon a troop; By my God I can leap over a wall. (NASB)

720D 7929° 959

STan IR RID 0D NI 17000 WYR-OK 192) Y aeniawe vy o

5:10 ‘Go up through her vine rows and destroy, But do not execute a complete destruction;
Strip away her branches, For they are not the Lord’s . (NASB)

Based on these examples, the use of the word MW is attested in these Scriptures examples from Bereshit /
Genesis 49:22, 2 Samuel 22:30, and Jeremiah 5:10. Therefore, David is speaking of the Lord saying ©2
SMW-ATR OTORI TITIPIN 20 D 02U 30 208 T 001 ORD IPK-3 18:28 For You light my lamp;
The Lord my God illumines my darkness. 18:29 For by You I can run upon a troop; And by my God I can
leap over a wall. (NASB) The Lord shows us the way in which we should walk, gives us the strength to
defeat our enemies, and the ability to leap over what we perceive to be a wall blocking our way.

David continues stating °% °2 27 :32 2207 | 995 K17 120 790X 737 NONKR 1377 200 DR KD

blameless; The word of the Lord is tried; He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him. 18:31 For who is God,
but the Lord? And who is a rock, except our God, 18:32 The God who girds me with strength And makes my
way blameless? (NASB) Here David appears to be reiterating a part of Tehillim / Psalms 18:1-3, the Lord
is his rock, and gives him strength, and makes his way blameless. Examining the Aramaic Targum and the

Septuagint, it is interesting to note how the rabbis say that by the Word of God, In His Memra (772°2) we
can pass through armies and conquer mighty citadels. That God’s way is perfect, his oracles have been tried
in fire, and he is a protector to them that hope in Him. Let’s look at these texts:

Aramaic Targum
907 JIMN2T RIPR KD 1199720 19970 WIAIR VR 12902 POV CA0K TIROnaT o
RD°1 9V 01X 27 10002 MHY PRAINNT 97 RIT 0°IN R 70T RNOIR NN
MY P RAAWOY ROMIR RODAY 70 71T NIRNWST AV PWD IwRY T°avnT KIpII9
IRITIR ROR PPNT NO9 PR DRI D02 Ay T 72 109 21K 1T ROR RA9K
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18:30 For by your word | will pass through armies; and by the word of my God I will subdue
mighty citadels. 18:31 God [is he] whose ways are true; the Torah of the Lord is pure; he is
a shield to all who trust in him. 18:32 For because of the miracle and deliverance that you
will perform for your Messiah, and for the remnants of your people who will remain, all the
Gentiles, nations, and tongues will confess and say, There is ho God but the Lord, for there
is none besides you; and your people will say, There is none mighty except our God. (EMC)

Septuagint (Greek)
18:30 6 0066 pov dpwpog 17 680G adTOD TA AOYLA KVUPIOL TEMVPWUEVA DTIEPACTILOTHG E0TLY TAVTWV
TOV EATICOVTWY €T avToV 18:31 6Tt Tig Be0¢ ARV TOD KVpiov Kal Tig Bedg ANV ToD Beod RuwV
18:32 6 006 0 MepLlwvvowy pe Svvauty Kai €0eto duwov Ty 686V pov

18:30 As for my God, his way is perfect: the oracles of the Lord are tried in the fire; he is
a protector of all them that hope in him. 18:31 For who is God but the Lord? and who is
a God except our God? 18:32 It is God that girds me with strength, and has made my way
blameless: (LXX)

According to the Masoretic text, we read :12 D917 | 999 R 3% 79I7% 737 NAK 1977 0 ORT KD
377 DO0R 1NN 200 S1MRNT PRI A7 API0R NI MN-m1 1T 78927 319K o1 93 29 18:30 As for God,

His way is blameless; The word of the Lord is tried; He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him. 18:31 For
who is God, but the Lord? And who is a rock, except our God, 18:32 The God who girds me with strength
And makes my way blameless? (NASB) The Lord is described as being a rock, blameless, He has been tried,
and that He is a shield. What does it mean that the Lord God is a shield? For us today the shield no longer
plays a significant part in our lives. There is a disconnect in our culture because battles now are fought
at a great distance, with missiles and rapid-firing guns, against which soldiers to protect themselves cover
themselves in the ground or behind very heavily armored vehicles. But in the days when David wrote his
psalm, hand to hand combat was the primary means for attacking your enemy. Fighting was done at close
range, sometimes foot touching foot, the sword of one clashing against that of the other. Two men would
struggle together that would not end until one of the two was bathed in his own blood. In such a situation,
the shield was one’s life. In such battles, for some, going without a shield meant certain death, especially
if the enemy shot arrows to your position. Therefore, among the nations of antiquity, the shield was the
main item for protection in fighting, and even to this day there are tribes in Africa that use the shield for
protection. The shield caught the arrow; it broke the blow of the lance, and repelled the stroke of the sword.
When thousands and thousands of men in Jerusalem were handling the shield themselves, they owed their
lives to it, and raised the song of praise in the outer courts of Zion, and gloried in the Lord God Almighty as
“the shield of their confidence.” Thinking on these things, the people of that day felt in a way we can never
fully know, what it means to rejoice in God as in one’s Shield. The shield was a cover for the body which,
was handled by the man himself who was sent into battle. For a right handed man, the shield was grasped
by the left hand and held before the arm; In case of an assault one involuntarily raises his arm, and at the risk
of having it wounded, tries to cover his face and his heart with it. Keeping all of these things in mind, the
Scriptures say “The Lord is my Shield”” and does not say, that God protects us from afar. These Scriptures
suggest that He does this without effort on our part. Note how the Aramaic Targum says ““For by Your Word
I will pass through armies,” indicating that the Lord is doing all by the power of His Word. The wording in
Scripture as ““The Lord is my Shield,” is the language of faith. In battle, one has faith that their shield will
hold up to the attack. With this parallelism, the use of the Lord as our shield come from the sense that God
is close at hand, that our faith lays hold on Him, that we use Him as a defense against the assailant, and thus
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by faith, in His Messiah, we know and feel that we are covered with His presence. This does not mean that
we can “use” God but that we can trust and believe that He will protect us, similar to the words in Tehillim

/ Psalms 18:28, :2°9Wn Nind 01y Y Win °1y-0y nAR-D 11D 18:27 For You save an afflicted people,
But haughty eyes You abase. (NASB) The Lord saves those who are afflicted and who seek Him (7X-"3

YUIN °1y-0¥) The Aramaic Targum on Tehillim / Psalms 18:32 states that God will perform a miracle and
deliverance from His Messiah for the remnants of His people who remain and “all the Gentiles, nations, and
tongues will confess and say, There is no God but the Lord, for there is none besides you; and your people
will say, There is none mighty except our God.” In a time of danger a mother stands before her child, so as
to cover her baby with her own body, and therefore it is said that mother is a shield to her child. In the same
way, God is the shield of the little ones who as yet do not know Him. The interesting point is that it is not
the imagery of a mother that we understand the Lord being our shield, it is in the imagery of the man who
handles the shield himself and saved his life by it. The shield is also paralleled to the wing of an eagle, it
belongs to the body of the warrior, a part of his arm, and his armor. The Lord God is a Shield to those who
trust in Him, to those who believe, to those who in times of distress and danger know the never failing use
of faith, and who by reason of this faith understand that God Himself gives direction to their arm and to their
very footsteps. The Lord therefore is our Shield against contagious disease, against the forces of nature,
and against even death itself. Our God is a Shield against disease and pestilence, and against flood and fire.
Can you see how all of these things are connected together in the Lord God who loves and cares for us?
In addition to this, God is our shield in the struggle to save our soul, in the struggle for our souls, we must
stretch out our hands in faith and seek Him, His ways and His Messiah Yeshua. Now thinking on the shield
and armor of a warrior, there is also something known as the “escutcheon,” meaning *““shield on which a
coat of arms is pictured.” The coat of arms is a picture, an image by which a person is recognized in battle.
The escutcheon is a sign of personal recognition to those who know him, the escutcheon tells others who it is
that is hiding behind the shield. The Shield therefore expresses the person, and becomes the personification
of the warrior himself. Having God as our shield, we know Him because of who He is, His presence, He is
the one who delivered Israel from bondage in Egypt, He holds the forces of nature in His hand, He has the
ultimate power and majesty over all, and He is the One who works in our lives each day. Believing in God
our Shield is to believe in the Savior of the World.

V1Y X9) RN PTYE WD T2 21300 ANRY) TIYON APR) AYY? 1R 22-1pA) 17 iy ayin-nyp
2907 18:33 He makes my feet like hinds’ feet, And sets me upon my high places. 18:34 He trains my hands
for battle, So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 18:35 You have also given me the shield of Your sal-
vation, And Your right hand upholds me; And Your gentleness makes me great. 18:36 You enlarge my steps
under me, And my feet have not slipped. (NASB) What does it mean that God has given us the Shield of His
Salvation? When David was thinking of Salvation, what was he thinking? When we think about Salvation
today, what is our understanding of this? Is our understanding the same as David’s? In Tehillim / Psalms
18:33-36, David says that God gives him feet that can run fast (hind’s feet) and sets him upon a high place.
A high place has the advantage of seeing everyone who is approaching. He also says that God trains his
hands for battle, strong, and the Lord enlarges his steps so his feet do not slip. Studying the shield imag-
ery previously, and seeing David’s use of shield referring to God’s Salvation; in heaven for you and I, we
are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation. The Lord God Almighty is acting to help, keep,

and train. The Aramaic Targum says >23°7 MW7 T2 AR 2290 JPNNY X212 0P 02 1T XO9R A9
SWITR M7 NWP 7T 97NN X2 TAVAY CTR 9591 139 P110P7 990N NP2 DY RNIRDR TR PR
X1 970K NYO0D NVAOKR NPNOR 17 INYAOKR J12°121 *<I>1¥°°0N T1077 JP01 71PN % N2 19 v
:3N2127 YTYIXR 18:34 Who makes my feet like hinds’; and he will sustain me in my stronghold. 18:35 Who
teaches my hands to do battle, and who makes my arms as strong as a bronze bow. 18:36 And you have
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given me strength and redemption; and your right hand will help me; and by your word you have multiplied
me. 18:37 You have broadened my steps in my place, and my knee has not buckled. (EMC) The rabbis say
the Lord has given David strength and redemption, that the right hand of God has helped him and the word
has multiplied him. Note how the rabbis connect the Shield of Salvation to the Strength and Redemption of
God. Redemption is the purchase back of something that had been lost, by the payment of a ransom. The
Greek word for redemption is written as apolutrosis (stem: Atpov) a word occurring nine times in Scrip-
ture, and always with the idea of a ransom or price paid (see Matthew 20:28 and Mark 10:45). There are
instances in the LXX (Septuagint) of the use of the word lutron (A0tpoig) in man’s relation to man (Vayikra
/ Leviticus 19:20, 25:51, Shemot / Exodus 21:30, Bamidbar / Numbers 35:31-32, Isaiah 45:13, and Mishley
/ Proverbs 6:35), and in the same sense of man’s relation to God (Bamidbar / Numbers 3:49 and 18:15).
Do you think the rabbis connection of the ““Shield of God’s Salvation” to ““Strength and Redemption™ is
in the sense of redemption from sin or between men? The LXX (Greek translation) states the following,
18:33 6 katapTi{OpeVOG TOVG TOdAG HOL WG EAAPOL Kal £l T& DYNAX IoT@V pe 18:34 SiSdokwv Xelpdg pov
elg moAepov kai €8ov T0Eov xahkoDv TovG Bpaxiovdg pov 18:35 kai ESwKAG oL DTTEPACTIOUOV CWTNPIAG (o
Kkai 1) 8e€td oov dvtedafetod pov kai 1y mawdeia cov dvwpBwaév pe eig Téhog kai 1} taudeia cov avth pe Siddket
18:36 ¢mhatvvag ta Stafrpatd pov HTTOKATW pov kai ovk Nodévnoav ta ixvn pov 18:33 who strengthens
my feet as hart’s feet, and sets me upon high places. 18:34 He instructs my hands for war: and thou hast
made my arms as a brazen bow. 18:35 And thou hast made me secure in my salvation: and thy right hand
has helped me, and thy correction has upheld me to the end; yea, thy correction itself shall instruct me.
18:36 Thou has made room for my goings under me, and by footsteps did not fail. (LXX) Here, the rabbis
say that the Lord makes David secure in his salvation, that God’s right hand has helped him and that God’s
correction has upheld him to the end, and that Gods correction itself has instructed him. This suggests that
the Shield of Salvation is in fact related to the Salvation of God from Sin. The Lord is correcting David and
God’s correction has caused him to walk securely in the ways of the Lord. This is exactly what happens to
us today in Yeshua the Messiah. By faith in God’s Messiah, we are the children of God, and being a child
of God, the Scriptures say in Hebrews 12:6 For the LORD disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each
one he accepts as his child. (NIV)

David continues saying 1’75* DIp 1932- x"?w DY 12 :aDTHI-TY 2WR-K?) DPER) 227K rm-m o

...........

mﬁx mxm u’m m-m ’JD bv 19313 mmzzm m qah xbw -n-w-‘?sz smz;m 18 371 pursued my enemies and
overtook them, And 1 did not turn back until they were consumed. 18:38 | shattered them, so that they were
not able to rise; They fell under my feet. 18:39 For You have girded me with strength for battle; You have
subdued under me those who rose up against me. 18:40 You have also made my enemies turn their backs
to me, And | destroyed those who hated me. 18:41 They cried for help, but there was none to save, Even to
the Lord, but He did not answer them. 18:42 Then | beat them fine as the dust before the wind; I emptied
them out as the mire of the streets. (NASB) Here he is describing his victory over his enemies. He overtook
them, consumed them, shattered them, they fell under his feet and cant rise, God girded him with strength
for battle, the Lord caused his enemies to flee, David destroyed those who hated him, they cried for help
but none were there to help and the Lord God did not answer their cry. Both the Aramaic and Greek trans-

lations parallel the Hebrew text. The Aramaic Targum says N°2N 8?1 P°NXWY 227 *HY2 ORI0 NTINR 117
M °93°7 N0ID NN 7P00R 19911 apoAY PI° 19727 R NIAAR B2 INININAT TV MR KYY NPT
227 °9V21 R MIAN NINLAT Y RWRARY PRYRT PRnY RNN2N X299 72027 P 700 8900 99 ’RNPan
2apn K TN QTR 1987 P9 NAR D991 Y0 WA 21 NIPXOWR ORIDY DIP 271 PN TR XNN2AN

T NIR DLV OPPWR 1770 T ROYT MDIR DY RVIRT RNWOIIA T°7 PLOWYAT NPOWYITN A Pmey
18:38 | will pursue my enemies; [now] have | destroyed them, and I did not return until | finished them off.
18:39 | will destroy them, and they are unable to rise; and the slain have fallen under the soles of my feet.
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18:40 And you have girded me with strength as a belt to do battle; you have defeated beneath me the Gen-
tiles who rise up to do me harm. 18:41 And my foes you have broken in my presence; you have made them
turn tail; [thus] my enemies | will destroy. 18:42 They seek help, but they have no redeemer; they pray in the
presence of the Lord, but he does not accept their prayer. 18:43 | have crushed them like clods of earth be-
fore the storm-wind; and like the mud of the streets | have trodden them. (EMC) The Septuagint says, 18:37
katadiw&w Tovg éxBpovg pov kai katalrfyopal adTtodg Kai ovk drootpagroopat Ewg &v ékhinwoty 18:38
EKON YW adTOVG Kail o pry SuvwvTat oTival tecodvtat OO ToLG TOdAg Hov 18:39 kai TepLElwad pe Suvapy
elg TOAepoV OLVENOSLOAG TTAVTAG TOVG EMAVICTAVOUEVOVG €10 épe DTTOKATW pov 18:40 kal Tovg éxBpovs pov
E0wKAG oL VOTOV Kal ToUG puoodvtdg pe eEwhéBpevoag 18:41 ékékpagav kai ovk fv O 0@Wlwv PO KOPLOV
Kal ovk giofkovoey avT@V 18:42 Kkai AeTTLV®D ADTOVG WG XODV KATA TTPOCWTOV AVELOL WG TNAOV TAATELDV
Aeavw avtovg 18:37 I will pursue mine enemies, and overtake them; and | will not turn back until they are
consumed. 18:38 | will dash them to pieces and they shall not be able to stand: they shall fall under my
feet. 18:39 For thou hast girded me with strength for war: thou hast beaten down under me all that rose up
against me. 18:40 And thou has made mine enemies turn their backs before me; and thou hast destroyed
them that hated me. 18:41 They cried, but there was no deliverer: even to the Lord, but he hearkened not to
them. 18:42 | will grind them as the mud of the streets: and | will beat them small as dust before the wind.
(LXX) The interesting point of this section of Scripture is the question of how these verses relate to Yeshua’s
words to us in Matthew 5:43-48? Does this comparison show a transition between the way the Lord oper-
ates today with regard to the Tanach (Old Testament) and the Apostolic Writings (New Testament)? Let’s
read Yeshua’s words in Matthew Chapter 5.

Matthew 5:43-48

5:43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’
5:44 ‘But | say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 5:45 so that
you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil
and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 5:46 ‘For if you love
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?
5:47 *If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others Do not even the
Gentiles do the same? 5:48 ‘Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect. (NASB)

“Hxovoate 611 €ppébn, Ayamnnoeig TOv mAnoiov oov kai [oroelg Tov éxBpdv oov. “yw 8¢
Aéyw DLy, dyamdte Tovg éxOpovg UMV Kal Tpooevxecbe Uep TOV SLwKOVTWY DRAG, OTwg
yévno0e viol Tod Tatpog HUDY TOD €V 00pavoig, 6Tt TOV fAov adTod dvatéAleL €Ml TOVNPOVG
Kal ayaBovg kai Ppéxet émi Sikalovg kal ddikovg. € yap Ayamionte ToLg AyandvTag HUAS,
Tiva poBov €xete; ovyl kai oi TeA@vat TO adTo Molodoty; Ykal v domdonobe Tovg adeApovg
VU@V Hovov, Tl meplocdV moLeite; ovXi Kat ol €Bvikol 10 avtd molodoty; ®¥EoecBe odv Lueig
TENELOL WG O TTATTP DHAV O OVPAVIOG TEAELOG ETTLYV.

In Tehillim / Psalms 18:37-42 we read David praising God for the destruction of his enemies. In Matthew
5:43-48, Yeshua tells us that we have heard that it was *““said.”” Note Yeshua says “that it was said”” and not
“that it is written.” Did Yeshua say here that the Law says to hate your enemy? Does the Torah tell us to
hate our enemies? Studying the Torah (Law), no where does it say that one is to hate their enemies. In fact,
this statement cannot be found in the Mishnah either (the oral law that was passed by memorization and
written down in the 3" century CE by Judah ha-Nasi). The saying “You shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy”” must have been a statement that was common in the midst of the occupying army of Rome in

26 Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 18 | i 2°%°7n 790 —

Israel in the first century. Yeshua said “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”” The rea-
son is so that we may be the sons of our Father who is in heaven. Today, studying these verses, is it wrong
to thank God and to praise His Name for having victory over our enemies, in their death? What if we lived
in Syria today and were innocent people living in the midst of the Muslim war? If we were attacked, and
the enemy was destroyed, would it be wrong to thank God for their destruction?
David continues saying, ¥U% 11 1172 AYT-RY OV 21 WA 210w QY 200 C1uvon  Tn
DTONIA0RN AT 1922 123012 W R-IW? 123-732 07 WL IR 18:43 You have delivered me from the
contentions of the people; You have placed me as head of the nations; A people whom | have not known serve
me. 18:44 As soon as they hear, they obey me; Foreigners submit to me. 18:45 Foreigners fade away, And
come trembling out of their fortresses. (NASB) Notice in Tehillim / Psalms 18:43 states ““A people whom |

have not known serve me”” using the world °1372¥° from the root word 72¥ meaning “to work, to labor, to
serve” provides us with a picture of slavery, forced labor, or servitude. The Rabbis translate this saying 71
TR 31990 NI RYT RAY RMANY W2 19012 99I12 900 RNPIN 2117010 R7A1Y XNIA2OM NA?OM 2121w

NI NPVOY PN PRI RONAY 12 M ONTR NATIY PRI RONAY 12 09 NWANS JTIR YawS
18:44 You will deliver me from the discords of the Gentiles; you will keep me by my destiny a benefactor at
the head of the Gentiles; a people that | did not know shall worship me. 18:45 At the hearing of the ear, they
will obey me; the sons of the peoples will desert in my presence. 18:46 The sons of the peoples above will

perish, and will go into exile from their palaces. (EMC) using the word >133779° that is translated to mean
“to worship me.”” The Septuagint says 18:43 pOon e ¢§ AvTloyl®V AaoDd KATAOTHOELS (Le €iG KePaAny EOvaV
AaoG v 0Ok Eyvwv é50VAeVaéV ot 18:44 ig dxony @Tiov DTAKOVOEY pot violt AANGTpLoL EYeboavTo pot 18:45
viot AAAOTpLoL émadawwBnoav kai éxwlavav 4o v tpipwv adt@v 18:43 Deliver me from the gain sayings
of the people: thou shalt make me head of the Gentiles: a people whom | knew not served me, 18:44 at the
hearing of the ear they obeyed me: the strange children lied to me. 18:45 The strange children waxed old,
and fell away from their paths through lameness. (LXX) the Septuagint agrees with both the Hebrew text
and the Aramaic targum. This Psalm of David (Tehillim / Psalms 18) is a bit unpleasant thinking on how
David praises God for the destruction of his enemies or of having the ability to slay his enemies in light of
what Yeshua said in Matthew 5:43-48. Studying the Psalms, some psalms are soothing, such as Tehillim
/ Psalm 23. Others like Tehillim / Psalm 91 are comforting. There are soul-stirring psalms which inspire
us to worship and praise such as Tehillim / Psalm 103. Whereas, other psalms are troubling, such as here
in Tehillim / P alms 18 and David thanking God for the destruction of his enemies. Tehillim / Psalm 109 is
another example where there psalter is calling upon God to destroy his enemies in the most horrible ways.
Other Psalms contain similar prayers for the punishment of evildoers, for example from Tehillim / Psalms
69:27-28 that says ““Do Thou add iniquity to their iniquity, and may they not come into Thy righteousness.
May they be blotted out of the book of life, and may they not be recorded with the righteous.” Here one is
asking God to even blot his enemies out of the book of life. In Tehillim / Psalm 137 we find a cry of ven-
geance against the Babylonians. Moshe said in Bamidbar / Numbers 10:35 Then it came about when the
ark set out that Moses said, ‘Rise up, O Lord! And let Your enemies be scattered, And let those who hate
You flee before You.” (NASB) The prophet Jeremiah also spoke words of imprecation (invoking evil) which
parallel the prayers of David and others in the psalms. For example, Jeremiah 18:19 Do give heed to me, O
Lord, And listen to what my opponents are saying! 18:20 Should good be repaid with evil? For they have
dug a pit for me. Remember how | stood before You To speak good on their behalf, So as to turn away Your
wrath from them. 18:21 Therefore, give their children over to famine And deliver them up to the power of
the sword; And let their wives become childless and widowed. Let their men also be smitten to death, Their
young men struck down by the sword in battle. 18:22 May an outcry be heard from their houses, When You
suddenly bring raiders upon them; For they have dug a pit to capture me And hidden snares for my feet.
18:23 Yet You, O Lord, know All their deadly designs against me; Do not forgive their iniquity Or blot out
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their sin from Your sight. But may they be overthrown before You; Deal with them in the time of Your anger!
(NASB) Do these prayers that call for God to destroy one’s enemies, run contradictory to Yeshua’s words in
Matthew 5:43-48? Is this simply a matter of God’s revelation in Yeshua the Messiah for today as compared
to God’s revelation to those before Yeshua came? Are these simply the passionate plea of David and others
for God’s help against their enemies?

The imprecation psalms (psalms that seem to call upon God to invoke evil) are not merely the pas-
sionate pleas of one man, whether spiritually or fleshly motivated, these psalms were used in worship before
God in Israel. Could you imagine coming together to worship and singing a psalm like Tehillim / Psalm
109? Ancient Israel did and so we should look and think very carefully on these passages to learn its mes-
sage to us. How does thanking God for the destruction of our enemies apply to us today? Is there a time for
praying for the salvation of our enemies and a time for praying for their destruction? When praying for our
own salvation from harm, are we asking in a round about way for the destruction of the enemy? Think about
those who are in Syria or Israel with the constant thread of bombs and missiles. The righteousness of the
psalter shows us that he is first looking (seeking) God’s help. It is to the God of Israel to whom these prayers
were addressed and His Spirit who inspired them. Therefore, these psalms should be taking seriously with
regard to who God is and who we are as His children.

David concludes the Psalm saying N1 10337 287 12 29 27198 01721 2038 I -0
M| D132 T7IX [ 1229 1 07280 On0 WURRD C1ninn Mnp-1n AR VRN 2URDn LR onun oy 127107
023Y-7Y 191 77 WG | 700 YY) 1370 nivawt [27an] DT K1 7021 nwD 18:46 The Lord
lives, and blessed be my rock; And exalted be the God of my salvation, 18:47 The God who executes ven-
geance for me, And subdues peoples under me. 18:48 He delivers me from my enemies; Surely You lift me
above those who rise up against me; You rescue me from the violent man. 18:49 Therefore | will give thanks
to You among the nations, O Lord, And | will sing praises to Your name. 18:50 He gives great deliverance
to His king, And shows lovingkindness to His anointed, To David and his descendants forever. (NASB) The
Scripture says “God executes vengeance for me, And subdues peoples under me,”” how is this the case if
David is the one who is subduing the nations according to the previous text? (Tehillim / Psalms 18:37-42)

Studying these Scriptures, there is one reference from the Apostolic Writings, Romans 15:9 quotes from
Tehillim / Psalms 18:49. Let’s read Romans 15:7-13:

Romans 15:7-13

15:7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 15:8
For | say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God
to confirm the promises given to the fathers, 15:9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His
mercy; as it is written, ‘“Therefore | will give praise to You among the Gentiles, And | will
sing to Your name.” 15:10 Again he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.”’ 15:11 And
again, ‘Praise the Lord all you Gentiles, And let all the peoples praise Him.” 15:12 Again
Isaiah says, ‘There shall come the root of Jesse, And He who arises to rule over the Gentiles,
In Him shall the Gentiles hope.” 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (NASB)

7A1d mpoolapBaveaBe aANRAovG, kaBmG kat 6 Xplotog pooeddfeto DA, eig SGEav Tod Beod.
\éyw yap Xplotov Sidkovov yeyevijobal mepitopiis vmep aAnbeiag Beod, eig TO PePardoat
TAG émayyeliog TOV matépwy, *ta 8¢ €0vn OTep EAéovg dofdoat TOV Bedv: kabwg yéypamtay,
A todTto ¢§opoloynoopai oot év EBveaty, kai T@ Ovopati cov Yal®. kol Al Aéyel,
Eb@pdavOnrte, €0vn), peta 10D Aaod adtod. Mkai maAwy, Aiveite, mdvta 1 €Bvn, TOV KOpLov, Kal
gnavesdtwoay avtov Tavteg oi Aaoi. kai méAw Hoatag Aéyet, Eotat f) pifa tod Tecoai, kai 6
AvioTapevog dpxety é0vav: m avtd £0vn éAmodaoty. 6 8¢ Beog Tiig EATidog MAnpwoat DUAG
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TAoNG Xapag Kal elprivng €v T® TOTEVELY, €l TO meplooevely DUAG €v Tfj EATidL év Sduvdpe
TIVELHATOG (yiov.

Here, the Apostle Paul uses Tehillim / Psalms 18 to say 15:9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mer-
cy; as itis written, ‘“Therefore I will give praise to You among the Gentiles, And I will sing to Your Name.’ In
the context of Tehillim / Psalms 18, David is praising God for the destruction of the Gentiles, but Paul uses
this verse to speak of the mercy of God in His Son so Gentiles will glorify God for His mercy. In John 3:3,
Yeshua says “amein amein” (Aunv aunv) “truly truly”” I say to you unless one is born from above (&vw0ev)
he is not able to behold the kingdom (Bactheiav) of God. The principle of “life from above™ is revealed in
God’s covenant and the process in which God blesses His people. The covenant was to bring the people
to God and to teach them to trust Him, to delight in Him, and to be one with Him and to walk in His ways.
This is the reason and the purpose that David seeks the Lord above throughout all of his days according to
the Psalms. Being born from above reveals to us that God is actively working in our lives to change us from

the inside out because of His great love for us. It is written in the Scriptures Y%7 o778 7iT-NX 720K

PR TIN) 20 RIT 0D 92-1p2771 1972 ... love the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding
fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, ...” Jeremiah 31:2 says *7 7% 7370 Pinn
700 TRIYN 12-5Y TA2IX 021V N2IR) “I love you with an everlasting love and in chased (7977, mercy/
grace) | draw you to me.” According to Jeremiah, God the Father draws us to Himself. Yeshua said in John
6:44 ovdeig dOvatat EABelv TpAG pe gav un O TaTnp O TMERYAG [e EAKDOT) ADTOV, KAYWD AVaoTAOW avTOV €V Tf)
goxarn nuépa. ‘No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up
on the last day. (NASB) In God’s mercy the non-Jew will give praise to the God of Israel. Becoming born
new, God makes a place in our hearts through which He works His will in our lives. As we walk in the fear

(787?) of the Lord, we are to pray for those who persecute us, pray for our enemies, and love those who

T2 TIR) 720 KIT 0D §2-1p2777 ... love the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to
Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, ...”” In this Hebrew text it says “192 ¥1¢/9” meaning
““to hear His voice” and the English translation says “by obeying His voice”” and “i2-1722777” meaning “to
be devoted in Him” where the English translation says ““by holding fast to Him.” The Torah of God does
not call us to invoke evil upon our enemies. We are called to seek God, to seek His Messiah, His Salvation,
and to listen to His voice which synonymous to obeying His voice and being devoted to Him (synonymous
with holding fast to Him). We hear the Word of God to believe by faith (Romans 10:17) and we hold fast
to the Word of God because He is the length of our days and He gives us life. Without Yeshua there is no
Salvation, no Redemption, no Deliverance from sin, there is nothing left but the sting of the enemy. David
throughout Tehillim / Psalms 18 sought the Salvation of God just as he said in Tehillim / Psalms 18:46 The
Lord lives, and blessed be my rock; And exalted be the God of my salvation, (NASB). In order to see the
Kingdom of God, receive Redemption, and the Forgiveness of sins, ask Yeshua, God’s Messiah to be Lord
of your life. Let’s pray!

Christian Commentary

The International Critical Commentary on the Psalms (ICCP), Driver, Plummer, and Briggs, 2005,
states that Tehillim / Psalms 18 was originally an ode of the victory of David over his enemies, and then was
subsequently adapted for public worship. David praises YHVH as his Savior from a deadly peril described
under the metaphor of drowning. He heard the cry for help (18:3-7); the Lord’s anger caused heaven and
earth to quake; He descended upon the wings of a cherubim in a storm cloud (18:8-13). Thunder, lightening,
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and an earthquake are His weapons, and He delivered David from his peril and became his stay (18:14-20).
David praises God as his lamp and shield, who girded him with strength for war (18:29-35), giving him a
broad position on which to pursue his enemies and exterminate them (18:37-43). The Lord delivered David
from the strivings of his own people, made him head of nations, and did kindness to the anointed seed of
David forever (18:44-45, 18:47-49, and 51). The commentators state that the ode of David was generalized
for public worship in several ways, (i) by prefixing an assertion of love to YHVH (18:2), (ii) by inserting
two glosses, the first teaching that God rewards according to righteousness (18:21-24) the second, that God
acts towards men just as they act towards others, especially in saving the humble and humiliating the lofty
(18:25-28), (iii) a reference to nations cringing in the spirit of later times (18:46-46), and (iv) a resolution
of liturgical praise (18:50).

The commentators next direct our attention to the title of the Psalm, the Psalm is described in the
title as 777w ““the song,” just as other odes of victory over enemies bear this title, for example in Shemot /
Exodus 15:1, the ode of victory over the Egyptians, Devarim / Deuteronomy 31:30, Moshe’s ode of triumph
of YHVH, of Judges 5:1, Deborah’s ode over her victory. David spoke the words of this song in the day
that YHVH delivered him from the hands of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. The commentators
say this phrase at the introduction of the Psalm was adopted by an editor of the Psalm changing the second

A3 to the 7° for richness of expression, and removing the name of David into the principal clause, making
the rest of a relative clause and prefixing WX 71772 7177° 72V7 and raise the question of whether the word

7177 has the same meaning here as in the other titles of the Psalms and all the more since the term servant of
YHVH precedes the name of David. The commentators then state that this ode of David was probably taken
from 2 Samuel 22. Comparing the text of 2 Samuel 22 to Tehillim / Psalms 18, there are many variations
from that of the Psalms that 2 Samuel 22 lacks. The commentators direct the reader to missing Aramaisms
in Tehillim / Psalms 18:1, 26, 46, and 48. The commentators state that 2 Samuel 22 also uses many vav
consecutive imperfects as a historical aroist, which in the Psalm are simply imperfect with a more general
reference to the present or future (18:7, 12, 39). The text of 2 Samuel is said to be more archaic. The ode
in both forms gives evidence of a later date. Examples of late words are given and it is said these are all
glosses (additions) to the Psalms text meaning that they believe the Scribes at various times through history
were changing the biblical text. The commentators state that if the ode in its present form, in the text of 2
Samuel 22 or Tehillim / Psalms 18, is regarded as a unit, one composition without interpolation, there can be
no escape from the opinion that it was composed at the earliest in the late Persian period, more probably in
the early Greek period. However, the commentators state that if we remove the glosses the editors (Scribes)
made to adapt the ode of the victory of David to later religious uses, the ode stands out in simply grandeur
as fitting appropriately into the historical experience of David whether he wrote it or another wrote it for him
by historic imagination, entering into the experience of the heroic king. So basically, removing the assump-
tions of the commentators over the glosses introduced by the various editors (Scribes), there is nothing that
bars the way to his (David’s) authorship.

The Psalm with the glosses removed can be divided into two parts, each part of three four lined
trimeters; the first part sets forth David’s deliverance by the Lord God Almighty from peril of death, the sec-
ond part his strengthening for war by his God and his victory over all his enemies. The two chief glosses, the
legal gloss (18:21-24), and the ethical gloss (18:25-28), are inserted between the two parts. Remove them
and the unity and harmony of the ode appear. The other minor glosses are easy to distinguish, their removal
improves the poetic conception and movement of the poem. There are very few departures from the trimeter
measure,and these are clearly due to textual errors. (““The International Critical Commentary: Psalms (in 2
volumes)” by Charles A. Briggs,. Varda Books, 2005, 1112p. Page Vol. I, page 141) The major comments
concerning the editors of the International Critical Commentary of the Psalms is the assumption that the
text is a later compilation or copy from 2 Samuel 22, that David did not author the Psalm, based upon the
textual analysis that is presented. The interesting remarks made by Driver, Plummer, and Briggs regarding
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removing the glosses is revealing. Take for example the consideration of the author of the book of Samuel.
Who recorded the book of Samuel and when was the book of Samuel completed? Did the author of Samuel
obtain his account directly (as first hand witness) or was his information taken from second hand witness of
the events of David’s life? Did David write the Psalms prior to or following the time at which the book of
Samuel was written? Did David’s writing ability change with time? Did the author of the book of Samuel
use David’s psalm as he wrote the Psalm down, and was the ancient Scribal tradition for the exactness of the
text being employed here? Given time everyone’s writing ability improves (practice makes perfect). Since
the original authors were writing an original form of the text it would not be expected that Scribal tradition
would have been held if this was being done in the books other than the Torah text itself. The variations
between the texts of 2 Samuel and the Psalm could simply be the result of two sets of authors (i) King Da-
vid and (i1) the author of the book of 2 Samuel. It is interesting that these things are neither mentioned nor
considered in the discussion of the textual criticism of the International Critical Commentary on the Psalms
(ICCP), Driver, Plummer, and Briggs, 2005.

Rabbinic Commentary

The rabbinic commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 18 has 36 parts. Reading through this
week’s Midrash we will be looking at Parts 8, 17, 22, 25, and 36. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim
Chapter 18 Parts 8, 17, 22, 25, and 36.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 18, Parts 8, 17, 22, 25, and 36

Part 8:

« The Midrash opens with the 2°nn7 112°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “My God, my Rock in whom | take
refuge (Tehillim / Psalms 18:3).”

* The XN1°N3D (Petihta) *““the homiletic introduction’ to the Midrash says ““The rabbis said that David
sang a verse containing ten words of praise to the Lord concerning ten enemies who fell by his hand,
Saul, Doeg, Ahithophel, Sheba the son of Bichri, Shimei the son of Gera, Shobach, Goliath and his
three brothers of whom it is said These four were born to the giant in Gath; and they fell by the hand
of David (2 Samuel 21:22).”

« The Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis say that five of
these men were from the nations of the earth and five were from the nation of Israel.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
the number ten, the ten men, the ten words of praise of David, etc.

* The Concluding phrase says ““My Shield, Even as the blessing Shield of Abraham is said in the
Eighteen Benedictions, so is the blessing Shield of David said immediately after the lesson from
the Prophets. Horn of my salvation, implies that the anointing oil flowing of itself came down over
David.”

Part 17:

« The Midrash opens with the 2°11n777 71277 (Dibur Hamathil) ““At the brightness that was before Him,
His thick clouds passed (Tehillim / Psalms 18:13).”

» The XNN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction’ to the Midrash says “When a wind blows and the
brightness of the sun shines out, His clouds pass away.”

« The PWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis speak of the
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Holy One blessed be He making war with the Egyptians and the ministering angels who came with
their swords drawn.

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
the Lord who makes war and parallels to the mortal king who goes out to make war.

The Concluding phrase says “The chariots of God are many thousands of angels, the Lord is among
them, as in Sinai, in the holy place (Tehillim / Psalms 68:18), and also The Lord my God will come,
and all the holy ones with You (Zechariah 14:5).”

Part 22:

The Midrash opens with the 2210177 1277 (Dibur Hamathil) “With the merciful You will show Your-
self merciful, with the single-hearted You will show Yourself single-hearted; with the pure You will
show Yourself pure; and with the subtle You will show Yourself subtle (Tehillim / Psalms 18:26-27).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) ““the homiletic introduction™ to the Midrash says ““Rabbi Judah interpreted
this passage as referring to our father Abraham, When Abraham went to the Holy One blessed be
He, met him with mercy.”

The W7 (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the RN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis go on to speak
of Abraham and the Lord God Almighty, God met him with mercy, Abraham went with singleness
of heart, God guided his heart, etc.

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
these various aspects of God meeting with Abraham and Moshe.

The Concluding phrase says ““Rabbi Khelbo said, On each of the seven days of the investiture of the
priests, Moshe performed the duties of the high priesthood. But what does Scripture finally say? On
the eighth day Moshe called Aaron and his sons (Vayikra / Leviticus 9:1).”

Part 25:

The Midrash opens with the 2°11n72577 1127 (Dibur Hamathil) ““As for God, His way is perfect (Tehillim
/ Psalms 18:31).”

The XN°N5 (Petihta) ““the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says ““Rabbi said, The Holy One
blessed be He, gave the commandments only that He might purify Israel by them, as is said The word
of the Lord is purifying.”

The 2w (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM>N9 (Petihta), the rabbis state that God’s
ways are perfect and if God who heeds his own ways, who is perfect, how much more should we
heed our ways?

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
the purifying nature of the Word of God.

The Concluding phrase says ““ Then David supplicated that Shield of David be mentioned in the
benediction after the lesson from the prophets; and indeed this benediction reads, By Your holy
name You have sworn unto him that his lamp will not be quenched forever and ever. Blessed are
You, O Lord, the shield of David. Hence David said, You have given me the shield of Your salvation
(Tehillim / Psalms 18:36).”

Part 36:

32

The Midrash opens with the 210177 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “Great deliverance gives He to His
king to David and to his seed for evermore (Tehillim / Psalms 18:51).”

The XNr°ND (Petihta) ““the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “What verse follows this
one? The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows His handiwork (Tehillim /
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Psalms 19:2).”

« The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis speak of the
seed of David, God establishes forever and builds his throne.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
deliverance and freedom that God provides for his people.

* The Concluding phrase says “And can mighty tower in the verse from Samuel be understood in any
other way except that the lord Messiah will become as a tower unto them? Thus Scripture says,
The name of the Lord is like a strong tower; the righteous runs into it, and is set on high (Mishley /
Proverbs 18:10).”

Midrash Tehillim 18, Part 8 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (>0 212°7) stating “My God, my
Rock in whom | take refuge (Tehillim / Psalms 18:3).”” The rabbis introduce the midrash with a commentary
that follows a reading of the verse of scripture to set the context for discussion. The Midrash says “The
rabbis said that David sang a verse containing ten words of praise to the Lord concerning ten enemies who
fell by his hand, Saul, Doeg, Ahithophel, Sheba the son of Bichri, Shimei the son of Gera, Shobach, Goliath
and his three brothers of whom it is said These four were born to the giant in Gath; and they fell by the hand
of David (2 Samuel 21:22).” Who are these men?

1. Saul - King of Israel, Saul did not whole heartedly follow the Lord God Almighty and the
Lord ripped the kingdom from him and gave Israel into David’s hands. He was a man de-
stroyed by jealousy. King Saul had the honor of being Israel’s first king, but his life turned
into a tragedy for one reason, he did not trust in God. Saul had the looks for his role as king,
he was tall, handsome, and noble. He became king when he was 30 years old and reigned
over Israel 42 years. Early in his career he made a fatal mistake. He disobeyed God by fail-
ing to completely destroy the Amalekites and all their possessions, as God had commanded.
The LORD withdrew his favor from Saul and had Samuel the prophet anoint David as king.
More can be learned about Saul in 1% and 2™ Samuel in the Tanach. Studying the history of
David and Saul, it was because of the schism (division) between David and Saul that led to
the splitting of Israel into two kingdoms, the kingdom of Israel on the north, and of Judah on
the south.

2. Doeg - his name means ““fearful,”” he was an Edomite, and the chief overseer of Saul’s flocks
(read 1 Samuel 21:7). After parting from Jonathan, David fled from Saul’s jealous anger and
went to Nob. He went to Ahimelech, the High Priest, claiming to be on a clandestine royal
mission. Ahimelech fed David and his men with the showbread, and gave David the sword
of Goliath. Doeg was present and witnessed Ahimelech’s service to David. (1 Samuel 21) At
the command of Saul he slew the high priest Ahimelech at Nob, together with all the priests
to the number of eighty-five persons. In rabbinic Judaism, Doeg is considered a gentile pros-
elyte, a Gentile who had converted to Judaism. He is the subject of many rabbinical legends,
the origin of which is to be found in part in Tehillim / Psalm 52.

3. Ahitophel - was a counselor of King David and a man greatly renowned for his sagacity
(wisdom, shrewdness, judiciousness, cleverness). At the time of Absalom’s revolt he desert-
ed David (Tehillim / Psalm. 41:9; 55:12-14) and espoused the cause of Absalom (2 Samuel
15:12). David sent his old friend Hushai back to Absalom, in order that he might counteract
the counsel of Ahitophel (2 Samuel 15:31-37). Ahitophel, seeing that his good advice against
David had not been followed due to Hushai’s influence, correctly predicted that the revolt
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would fail. He then left the camp of Absalom at once. He returned to Giloh, his native place,
and after arranging his worldly affairs, hanged himself, and was buried in the sepulcher of
his fathers (2 Samuel 17:1-23). The Talmud speaks of this counselor of David as ““a man,
like Bilaam, whose great wisdom was not received in humility as a gift from heaven, and so
became a stumbling-block to him” (Midrash Rabba Bamidbar 22). He was ““one of those
who, while casting longing eyes upon things not belonging to them, lose also the things they
possess™ (Tosefta Sotah, 4.19).

. Sheba the son of Bichri - in the Tanach, Sheba led a revolt against King David. Sheba was

a son of Bichri, of the family of Becher, the son of Benjamin, and of the family stem from
which Saul was descended (2 Samuel 20:1-22). When David returned to Jerusalem after the
defeat of Absalom, strife arose between the ten tribes and the Tribe of Judah, because the lat-
ter took the lead in bringing back the king. Sheba took advantage of this state of things, and
raised the standard of revolt, proclaiming, “We have no part in David.”” With his followers
he proceeded northward. David seeing it necessary to check this revolt, ordered Abishai to
take the gibborim, “mighty men,”” and the body-guard and such troops as he could gather,
and pursue Sheba. Joab joined the expedition, and having treacherously put Amasa to death,
assumed the command of the army. Joab and Abishai arrived in the North of the nation at
the city of Abel-beth-maachah, where they knew Sheba to be hiding. They besieged the city.
A wise woman from the city (unnamed) convinced Joab not to destroy Abel-Beth-Maacah,
because the people did not want Sheba hiding there. She told the people of the city to kill
Sheba, and his head was thrown over the wall to Joab. Sheba’s head was thrown down ac-
cording to the Scriptures (2 Samuel 20).

. Shimei the son of Gera - The Biblical account of Shimei, son of Gera, is a brief one. Only

four passages of Scripture refer to him. They show a contrast between forgiveness and judg-
ment. Shimei was of the same family as King Saul and evidently opposed the accession of
David to the throne of Israel. We first meet him on one of the darkest days in King David’s
life. David’s son, Absalom, has gained the upper hand in his bid to replace his father on the
throne. David and his entourage flee Jerusalem in disarray. Adding to the humiliation of Da-
vid and his men, the young Benjamite run parallel to the road, cursed David and pelted him
with dirt and stones. Read more about him in 2 Samuel 6:5-13.

. Shobach - was captain of the army of Hadarezer, King of Aram, who was defeated and slain

by David at Helam (2 Samuel 10:15-18). According to Tosefta Sotah 8, Shobach was as
famous for his strength as Goliath, and the Ammonites, as allies of Aram, expected through
him to be led to victory; but his defeat brought defeat also on them. The Talmudic Haggadah
dwells on the fame of Shobach. The two forms of his name are explained by Rab and Sam-
uel. One says that his real name was Shophach, and that he was called Shobach because he
had the figure of a dove-cot (“‘shobach’). The other states that his real name was Shobach,
and that he was called Shophach (“‘the melter’”) because he looked so fierce and terrible that
those who saw him ““melted”” away from mere fright. Shobach is also called Shophach in 1
Chronicles 19:16. (Jewish Encyclopedia)

. Goliath - was the champion of the Philistines, who had encamped between Shochoh and

Azekah against Saul and the men of Israel arrayed for battle in the valley of Elah. He is de-
scribed as being six cubits and a span in height, having upon his head a helmet of brass, and
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wearing a coat of mail weighing five thousand shekels of brass, with greaves of brass upon
his legs and a target or gorget of brass between his shoulders. The staff of his spear is said to
have been like a weaver’s beam, the spear’s head weighing six hundred shekels of iron. Da-
vid, meeting him in battle, run forward slings one of the stones, striking the giant between the
eyes. The Scriptures say the stone sunk deep into his forehead, Goliath falls to the ground.
David drew Goliath’s own sword and severs the head from his body.

Reading about the lives of these men in David’s life, we read in Tehillim / Psalms 18, David giving praise
to God for the destruction of his enemies. Studying the Scriptures, we read that God was instrumental in
defeating many of David’s enemies. Is it OK to praise God for the destruction of our enemies? Does this
thought of thanking God for their destruction run contrary to your theology? The Scriptures describe God
as our Rock, our Fortress, our Deliverer, the one in whom we take refuge, our Shield, and the horn of our
Salvation (Tehillim / Psalms 18:2-3). When we trust in the Lord God Almighty for everything, we can’t
but give thanks for all He (the Lord) has done. The midrash says that “Rabbi Judah said, Because David
acknowledged God’s gifts with ten words of praise in one verse in this Psalm, so at the end of the book of
Psalms in the Psalm of Hallelujah Praise God in His sanctuary, David returned thanks to God with ten ex-
clamations of praise, the word Hallelujah being repeated ten times. My Shield, Even as the blessing Shield
of Abraham is said in the Eighteen Benedictions, so is the blessing Shield of David said immediately after
the lesson from the Prophets. Horn of my salvation, implies that the anointing oil flowing of itself came

down over David.” (2°7°n 7102 2771977 7IWY2 109°P 72°97 ,1°017°2 7AWV 1099PW 9% AN AT M
75 ,7779N2 O71AR 1A DRIRY QWD 1A D012 WY 1aw (X 3P 2°90N) WTRa DR 1990 171997 mma

PHY T YaYO) AWHN 1AW TPIW LYW 1R A0 AR TIT 33 00R) 1 feel the important point
we can take from Part 8 of Midrash Tehillim 18, is that of being thankful to God in the purity of our hearts
having the correct motivation for our thankfulness. We can be thankful for the ways in which God chooses
to bring deliverance and salvation to His people. We should not be thankful out of a dark hatred for our en-
emies, but from a perspective that God is working to save His people (to Save Us). The Lord God Almighty
did great and mighty things for His people in the Scriptures. In these last days, He sent His only Son, a great
and mighty thing of bringing His Word into this world and becoming a man (John 1:1-14) for the purpose
of bringing blood atonement for His people. Today, the Lord is working just as mightily as he did in the
days of King David, and Yeshua said John 14:12 Truly, truly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works
that | do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because | go to the Father. (NASB) He
said we will do greater and mightier things than these that he did. Each day that we live we should be going
expecting great and mighty things in the Lord. Are you doing this?

Midrash Tehillim 18, Part 17 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°1107577 212°7) stating ““At the bright-
ness that was before Him, His thick clouds passed (Tehillim / Psalms 18:13).” The midrash states that
““Rabbi Yudan said in the name of Rabbi Abba, When the Holy One blessed be He, was about to make war
against the Egyptians at the Red Sea, the ministering angels came to help him, some came with the sword,
others came bearing bows, and others came bearing spears.” (MWY? 772P7 R2WD AR XX 1 QW2 170 M
TIVIV 177 19K ,MINWR TPV 1957 19RY L0122 IR 1R L,IV00 NAWIT 2IRDA 1N L0092 20XNT OV a0
0°117) However, the Holy One blessed be He stated ““I have no need of you, go hence.” At that instant
His thick clouds passed away. What is the purpose of the thick clouds? How do the rabbis understand the
meaning or purpose of the clouds? Did these clouds represent the angels who came with sword, bows, and
spears? Another parable is told of the king who goes out to war, that the mortal king goes out with all his
troops and his body guards. However, the Lord God Almighty does not, he has no need for anyone else. The
Midrash has the rabbis quoting from scripture saying ““The Lord is a man of war, the Lord is His name (Shemot

/ Exodus 15:3)” ((3 Y0 MAW) 1AW 71 7021 WX 77 1ARIY) Reading from the Torah concerning the Lord God
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Almighty, do we know God to be a “man of war”” like the Scriptures describe him?

The rabbis speak of the cloud and the angels of God; are there any parallels in the Apostolic Writings? In
Hebrews 12:1 we read “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay
aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us,” (NASB) (1Totyapodv kai fipelg, Too00TOV EXOVTEG TTEPIKEIPEVOV HUIV VEQOG HapTOpwV, EyKov
amoBépevol mavTa kal TNy edmepioTatov apaptiav, dU UTOPOVAG TPEXwHEY TOV TTpokeipevoy NIy aydva,) What is this
great cloud of witnesses the author of the book of Hebrews is describing? Is the cloud of witnesses a parallel to the
rabbinic understanding of the thick clouds and of the angels who are with the Lord? The concluding phrase of the
Midrash says ““The chariots of God are many thousands of angels, the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the
holy place (Tehillim / Psalms 68:18), and also The Lord my God will come, and all the holy ones with You
(Zechariah 14:5).” The rabbis speak of the chariots of God, of the angels, and that the Lord is among them
as in Sinai in the holy place. Chariots may also be paralleled with fire (i.e. Elijah was taken to heaven in a
chariot of fire), the fire, smoke, and the dark clouds that surrounded the mountain of Sinai seem to be given
as a picture of the mighty angels of God. Today, in Yeshua, our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit,
God’s Spirit dwells in our bodies. Knowing that God’s Spirit makes a dwelling in our bodies, reading He-
brews 12:1, the cloud of witnesses that surround us, are these the angels of God that observe our lives? We
know that Satan the accuser observes the life of men and goes before the Lord bringing accusation against

His children. Zechariah 14:5 states °397 0RD31 WX ORI P¥R™78 0°7177°3 Y372 M77X°3 ORoN) 1
STV DOWTRTYD TR I R AT Y 02 WY 14:5 You will flee by the valley of My mountains,
for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in
the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him! (NASB)

Here we find the Hebrew word 2°%7R “holy ones™ which may refer to angels or to men as we studied in
Tehillim / Psalms 16. The important point we can take away from here in Midrash Tehillim 18, Part 17 is
that we do not need to help God fight His battles. If we choose to exact revenge on our enemies, we are in
fact attempting to help God fight His battles, the Lord God to whom we seek for help. If we have plans for
receiving payment back for the wrong that was done to us, why bother going to the Lord seeking His help?
In addition to this, there is a cloud of witnesses that surround us observing what we are doing. Is taking
things into our own hands a righteous or unrighteous thing to do? In the opening verse of Parashat Ha’az-
inu (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:1-52) Moshe calls Heaven (22%1) and Earth (YX7) as witnesses to the
covenant (*9-"772R YINT ¥aWN) 7127X) 2WT 13°1X7); Moshe calls upon the solid unmoving (unchanging)
Heaven and Earth as a witness implying that the unmovable things are watching should the children of Israel
break the covenant and disobey God. The point is that we cannot escape observation before God. Yeshua
said in Luke 19:40 that even the rocks would cry out if the people kept silent. Do you think that your sin
is hidden? In judgment day, even the rocks will give testimony of sin and wickedness. Yeshua said that if
a town will not listen to the message of the gospel, shake the dust off of your feet as a testimony (Matthew
10:14, Luke 9:3-5). The testimony of a witness. Thinking upon these things, the cloud, the angels of God,
heaven and earth, as believers in the Messiah we need to consider very carefully how we behave as the chil-
dren of God before men and in our private lives.

Midrash Tehillim 18, Part 22 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°1ina T12°7) saying “With the mer-
ciful You will show Yourself merciful, with the single-hearted You will show Yourself single-hearted; with
the pure You will show Yourself pure; and with the subtle You will show Yourself subtle (Tehillim / Psalms
18:26-27).” The rabbis in the homiletic introduction interpret this Scripture “... as referring to our father
Abraham, When Abraham went to the Holy One blessed be He, met him with mercy.” The rabbis go on to
speak of Abraham and the Lord God Almighty in the midrash saying that God met him with mercy, Abraham
went with singleness of heart, God guided his heart, etc. The W1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”

expands upon the 7w (mashal), the rabbis discuss these various aspects of God meeting with Abraham and
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Moshe. For example, God met Abraham and guided him in his doings. The rabbis ask “When did the Holy
One blessed be He, guide Abraham in his doings? When He said to Abraham, Take now your son, your only
son and offer him for a burnt offering (Bereshit / Genesis 22:2). And what does Scripture say directly after
this? Abraham rose early in the morning and took Isaac his son and took the knife to slay his son (Bereshit

/ Genesis 22:3).” (7¥ 12 77201 N ,[(37 70 NPWRI2 QW QW) YT O 73 90 ¥IN 3T 700 2000 0
QW) TP22 O71AK QWY , AN 2°02 791 ,(2 20 NPWRI2 W) TN IR T2 DR KX 7R 12 R YW POy

(3 272> n°wXN2 OW) The rabbis refer to Parashat Vayera (Bereshit / Genesis 18:1-22:24) on the binding of
Isaac which is also known as the “Akedah,” the “binding” of [saac. After Abraham had received the son of
the promise God had spoken to him in Bereshit / Genesis 18, the Lord asks him to sacrifice his son on Mount
Moriah.

Bereshit / Genesis 22:1-8
22:1 Now it came about after these things, that God tested

7-R 210D 22 PYD NOWRT2 150 9 T° nwAp

DF728-NY 7193 DOTRT) TPRT 00371 MR T X
RI-MIP N1 2 20337 TN DFI2R IR N

-2% 7272 PAE-DR DRIR-WN TPW-NK 32NN
MWK DT TN 7Y 7Y 0Y 12y A vON
ﬁmj_-m_; W“:f_]i] 1@’3_?. Q72X aat;z’z] A :q’?g mlahs
XY YR 112 PO IX) IR 1Y IW-NY RN

T DTN T2-M0R-TYN DIPRI-2X 72 071 1Y
DIPRI-NK R PPY-NY DI RY w7 OF2
18 022-12W 1IYI-28 DI WX 7 :pAn
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Abraham, and said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here
I am.” 22:2 He said, ‘Take now your son, your only son,
whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains
of which I will tell you.” 22:3 So Abraham rose early in the
morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young
men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the
burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which
God had told him. 22:4 On the third day Abraham raised
his eyes and saw the place from a distance. 22:5 Abraham
said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey, and I and
the lad will go over there; and we will worship and return
to you.” 22:6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering
and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire
and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 22:7
Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, ‘My father!’
And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.” And he said, ‘Behold, the
fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt of-
fering?” 22:8 Abraham said, ‘God will provide for Himself
the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them
walked on together. (NASB)

The Lord tested Abraham by asking him to turn his son into a burnt offering (J32-N¥ RI-12 R"
TR VIR WK D7 TR 9Y 77 DV WYT) T PIN-2R 19-72) PUR-NK DATIN-YR 7T-NN).
Imagine what was running through Abraham’s mind when the Lord asked this of him. This would run con-
trary to man’s natural instinct; killing his own son and not to mention the only son that was a gift from God.
I am certain that Abraham had to be internally torn by this request and had run scenarios through his head in
an attempt to resolve this while recognizing that the command to offer his son as a sacrifice was not an im-
moral act. The conclusion Abraham had come to is found in Bereshit / Genesis 22:7, (2°778 Q028 K"
Y70 QI 197 °32 117V A 19-187%) that God would provide a lamb for the burnt offering. When God
asked Abraham to offer his son, Abraham had two choices (i) to refuse to kill his son or (i1) to obey. While
Abraham and his son Isaac walked I am sure Abraham understood the implications of what he was about to
do. Yet he remained faithful in the Lord that all was going to be OK. For Abraham, there was a connection
between faith and reality which drove him forward in his obedience to the Lord. The Lord saw his obedi-
ence and stopped him short of carrying out the command in Bereshit / Genesis 22:12.
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Bereshit / Genesis 22:12
22:12 He said, ‘Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now

I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.’
(NASB)

While reading Bereshit / Genesis 22:12 the phrase “TTAR D28 R-°2” is quite interesting. Abraham’s

readiness to offer his son proved to God that he was a 0°778 X2 “a God fearer.” The phrase °778 X2
occurs five times in all of the Tanakh, once in Bereshit / Genesis 22, once in Devarim / Deuteronomy 25,
twice in Job chapter 1 and 2, and once in Ecclesiastes 7.
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Abraham chose to follow the mitzvah (command) to offer his son rather than to follow his own feelings.
As a result, the Lord calls him a 2% X7’ (God fearer). The reason being, Abraham was a man of high
moral character, the thought of killing his own son had to have been very difficult. (Note that the biblical
text does not detail the struggle Abraham had to have had in his heart over this command from God). As a
result of Abraham overcoming his thoughts and following through with God’s command (up until the point
when God stopped him see Bereshit / Genesis 22:12), God promised Abraham with an oath (see Bereshit /

Genesis 22:16) that he shall never break His covenant with him and his children. -7& 71371> 8972 X297 0
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S92 PYRY WK 2PY YIRT 2199 qY01210720) 10 112X WY The oath that God made with Abraham
to his children could only have been fulfilled in his only son (Isaac). The oath that God makes with Abraham
includes a blessing to all of the nations of the earth (P87 33 93), in his seed (7¥712 107207)). As a result
of Abraham’s faith and willingness to offer his only son, we find a “Messianic expectation” of what God
was planning to do in Yeshua the Messiah. The Torah provides for us a future expectation, that all of the
people of the earth would be blessed and that God would provide a Lamb for atonement.

The rabbis draw up parables between Moshe and Abraham through the midrash (18, part 22)and
conclude the midrash with Moshe. The midrash states that in the month of Adar, Moshe sought God to be
allowed to enter into the Promised Land. The Lord says that Moshe will not enter the Promised Land and
the Concluding phrase of Midrash Tehillim 18, Part 22 says “Rabbi Khelbo said, On each of the seven days
of the investiture of the priests, Moshe performed the duties of the high priesthood. But what does Scripture
finally say? On the eighth day Moshe called Aaron and his sons (Vayikra / Leviticus 9:1).” Because of
Moshe’s lack of obedience to the Word of the Lord, he was not allowed to enter into the Promised Land.
And because of Abraham’s obedience, it was through his seed that God brought the Messiah Yeshua into
this world. The important take away point from the midrash is that we are to have faith like Abraham like
the Apostle Paul wrote to the Romans in Romans 4:16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in
accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who
are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, (NASB) (16814
ToDTO £k TOTEWG, (va KaTd XApLy, €ig TO elvaun PePaiav Ty Emayyeliav mavti T@ onéppatt, 00 T €k TOD VOO
HOvoVv dANA Kal T@ €k TioTewg APpadp {66 €oTv matnp mavTwy Hud®V,). We are called to have the faith of
Abraham, not the faith of Moshe (see John 8). Have you ever thought about that before? We are called to
have faith like Abraham and not faith like Moshe.

Midrash Tehillim 18, Part 25 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2110757 712°7) saying ““As for God,

His way is perfect (Tehillim / Psalms 18:31).” Here in the Petihta (XN7°ND) “the homiletic introduction”
to the Midrash, the ““Rabbi said, The Holy One blessed be He, gave the commandments only that He might
purify Israel by them, as is said The word of the Lord is purifying.” How do you understand the meaning of
““the word of the Lord is purifying?”” How is the word of the Lord purifying? What kind of purification is

this referring to? Ritual purity? The Hebrew word that is used in the Midrash is 11917X, an adjective mean-
ing ““refined, pure (metals), smelted.”” The rabbis say that the word of the Lord is purifying in the sense of
being purified in a refiners fire. In the Apostolic Writings, we also read in various places were the “word of
God” is referred to as being purifying. Two examples (there are more than these) from John 14:31-5:8 and
Ephesians 5:21-27 are given, one by Yeshua, and the other by the Apostle Paul.

John 14:31-15:8

14:31 but so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father
commanded Me. Get up, let us go from here. 15:1 ‘I am the true vine, and My Father is the
vinedresser. 15:2 “‘Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every
branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 15:3 “You are already
clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 15:4 ‘Abide in Me, and | in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless
you abide in Me. 15:5 ‘I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and | in
him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 15:6 ‘If anyone does not
abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast
them into the fire and they are burned. 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you,
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ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 15:8 ‘My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. (NASB)
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Ephesians 5:21-27

5:21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 5:22 Wives, be subject to your own
husbands, as to the Lord. 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the
head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 5:24 But as the church is sub-
ject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 5:25 Husbands,
love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 5:26 so
that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 5:27
that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any
such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. (NASB)

2Al yvvaikeg 101G i8lolg avdpaoty wg 1@ kupiw, 6Tt dvip €0TLV KePAAN TG YUVAKOG WG
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In John 15:3 Yeshua says 15:3 “You are already clean because of the word which | have spoken to you.
(NASB) stating that we are already clean because of the word that he has spoken to us. In Ephesians, in the
midst of Paul’s exhortation to the Ephesians on husbands and wives, he says in Ephesians 5:26 so that He
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, (NASB) here Paul is telling
husbands to love their wives like Yeshua does the ecclesia (¢ékkAnoiav). The Greek word Paul uses here is
ayldon (agiase) meaning “1) to render or acknowledge, or to be venerable or hallow 2) to separate from
profane things and dedicate to God 2a) consecrate things to God 2b) dedicate people to God 3) to purify
3a) to cleanse externally 3b) to purify by expiation: free from the guilt of sin 3c) to purify internally by
renewing of the soul.” It appears that Paul is drawing a parallel between the ritual purification from Niddah
(773, a Hebrew term that describes a woman during menstruation, or a woman who has menstruated and
not yet been cleansed by immersion in a mikveh or ritual bath) and the washing of Mayim Chayim (2°%

0”°17) with the word of God.
The rabbis in the midrash state “But of what concern can it be to Him, to the Holy One blessed be
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He, whether a man, preparing his meat, do his slaughtering a windpipe or gullet? His concern in giving
precepts in a matter of this kind is to purify Israel. Rabbi Berechiah said in the name of rabbi Jacob, It is

written You will not eat of anything that dies of itself (Devarim / Deuteronomy 14:21)” (Y2 N29>X 77 9
77721 95 179KN RY [2°012] 2pY° 1 aW3A 13972 7 K ,2IRY DWNT 2 IR NOAIAT 12 DAY DTN OR 7720

(X2 7°0°727)). The rabbis are contrasting slaughtering meat, and the kinds of meat that are eaten with the
word of God and purity of Israel. In the Apostolic Writings, Yeshua and the Apostle Paul speak on “purity”
and the word of God. Tehillim / Psalms 119:9 states *27-222 ° :77272 MYy iNIR-NX WI-7210 na v
S2-RUAR D JWA? TN SNIDY 272 RO IPNINHD CBWA-2X AT 119:9 How can a young man keep
his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word. 119:10 With all my heart | have sought You; Do not
let me wander from Your commandments. 119:11 Your word | have treasured in my heart, That | may not
sin against You. (NASB) So remaining pure before the Lord in this life is achieved by obeying God’s word,
obeying Yeshua (2 Thessalonians 1) and by faith in the Messiah. What is interesting is the rabbis state that
the word of God is purifying in the sense of the Lord refining our lives in fire. The word of God helps to
remove the dross from our lives. Later on, in the midrash, the rabbis parallel this to how one slaughters
and what one eats, and then to the ten trials of Abraham. The midrash states that word of the Lord is given
for the purpose of revealing to us that God’s ways are perfect and if God who heeds his own ways, who is
perfect, how much more should we heed our ways? The word of God is given to us to guide us in our ways,
to lead and direct us in ways of righteousness and justice. So, how is the word of the Lord purifying? Both
Yeshua and Paul spoke of the word that purifies. Yeshua said 15:4 ‘Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 15:5 ‘I am
the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me
you can do nothing. (NASB) we must abide in the word of God, in God’s Torah. (Note that the Torah is a
reference to all of Scripture.) The word “abide” is a verb meaning “‘stay; live, dwell; continue, tolerate, put
up with, wait; comply, submit, obey, or conform.”” To abide is to obey. The Concluding phrase in Midrash
Tehillim 18, Part 25 says “Then David supplicated that Shield of David be mentioned in the benediction
after the lesson from the prophets; and indeed this benediction reads, By Your holy name You have sworn
unto him that his lamp will not be quenched forever and ever. Blessed are You, O Lord, the shield of David.
Hence David said, You have given me the shield of Your salvation (Tehillim / Psalms 18:36).” The Lord God
Almighty is the shield of David, and He is the shield of Our Salvation as well.

Midrash Tehillim 18, Part 36 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10177 012°7) saying ““Great deliver-
ance gives He to His king to David and to his seed for evermore (Tehillim / Psalms 18:51).”” The homiletic
introduction to the Midrash states “What verse follows this one? The heavens declare the glory of God, and
the firmament shows His handiwork (Tehillim / Psalms 19:2).”” The rabbis speak of the seed of David, God
establishes forever and builds his throne and expounds upon the deliverance that God provides.

Even so when God makes secure to David, Your seed will | establish forever, and build up
your throne to all generations (Tehillim / Psalms 89:5). And what verse follows this one?
The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 89:6). In Samuel it is said
God is the mighty tower (migdol) of deliverance for His king (2 Samuel 22:51), while the
corresponding verse in Psalms, taken literally, reads, Mightily He enlarged (magdil) deliver-
ance for His king (Tehillim / Psalms 18:51). This means, rabbi Yudan said, that deliverance
will not come to this people all at once, but little by little. Can Mightily He enlarges be
understood in any other way except that deliverance for Israel will grow larger and larger
gradually? The children of Israel now live in great sorrows, and if deliverance were to come
all at once, they would be unable to bear such great deliverance, especially since it would be
accompanied by even greater sorrows. Hence, deliverance will come little by little, and will
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The midrash speaks of deliverance coming only little by little; the reason being if deliverance come great
and quick the people would not be able to bear it. The rabbis seem to suggest that great deliverance and
freedom leads to sin. Do you think this is true? The interesting point here is that when the Children of Is-
rael were delivered from Egypt, they come to the foot of the mountain of Sinai and there waiting on Moshe
to come down from the mountain, they began to sin greatly in idolatry. Think about this for a moment, the
Lord tarrying to answer prayer leads us to seek Him for guidance. If we were delivered from something im-
mediately, like addiction, sickness, etc, would maturity be in place for one to walk in obedience to the Lord
following the healing and deliverance? Does the Apostolic Writings have anything to say on this question?

be enlarged gradually for Israel.
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John 5 does in fact shed some light on this question.

42

John 5:5-15

5:5 A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 5:6 When Jesus saw him lying
there and knew that he had already been a long time in that condition, He said to him, ‘Do
you wish to get well?” 5:7 The sick man answered Him, ‘Sir, | have no man to put me into the
pool when the water is stirred up, but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 5:8
Jesus said to him, ‘Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 5:9 Immediately the man became
well, and picked up his pallet and began to walk. Now it was the Sabbath on that day. 5:10
So the Jews were saying to the man who was cured, ‘It is the Sabbath, and it is not permis-
sible for you to carry your pallet.” 5:11 But he answered them, ‘He who made me well was
the one who said to me, ‘Pick up your pallet and walk.”* 5:12 They asked him, ‘Who is the
man who said to you, ‘Pick up your pallet and walk’?” 5:13 But the man who was healed did
not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped away while there was a crowd in that place. 5:14
Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, ‘Behold, you have become well; do
not sin anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 5:15 The man went away, and told
the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. (NASB)
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Here Yeshua healed a man who had been ill for 38 years. Following being healed, Yeshua found the man
and told him to stop sinning or something worse will happen to him. This man sought the Lord’s healing for
38 years and having been healed, he turned and continued to sin. This should be a stark warning for each
of us, and for those who are seeking healing from the Lord. The Lord wants us to turn from our sins and to
walk in a new direction. This can be achieved with the Lord’s help, in His Son Yeshua, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit. The Concluding phrase of Midrash Tehillim 18, Part 36 says ““And can mighty tower in
the verse from Samuel be understood in any other way except that the lord Messiah will become as a tower
unto them? Thus Scripture says, The name of the Lord is like a strong tower; the righteous runs into it, and
is set on high (Mishley / Proverbs 18:10).”” The Lord God Almighty is our strong tower, He has provided
for all of our needs, He provided the lamb for our salvation, and He is searching and seeking for those who
are seeking Him. The Midrash states that the lord Messiah will become as a tower to them. This is indeed
exactly what Yeshua has become to each and every one of us. He is our strength, our life, our protection,
our tower. What a wonderful God we serve! Let’s pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for making for us a strong tower in which we go and be safe. In Your Messiah You have
revealed Your Salvation, Your Mercy, Your Love, and by Your enabling each of us to stand before You in
Your Righteousness! The Apostle Paul said that destruction is reserved for those who do not know God and
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Yeshua. Help us to “obey the gospel of Yeshua” and to live by the
power of Your Spirit. Standing in You and in Your Son Yeshua we stand in a strong tower and will not be
moved. We thank you Lord for sending us Your Son Yeshua who paid the covenant price for the forgiveness
of our sins. We believe that in Your Son Yeshua we are unmovable, and have the hope of eternal life. Help
us to trust in You Lord as we seek You and Your presence each day. We believe in the Righteous work of
Yeshua who made atonement for our sins. Help us to live and dedicated our lives to You, fill us with Your
presence Lord and thank You for revealing these truths to our hearts. We praise Your Holy Name and give
You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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