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Does God Hate the Wicked?

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 11:1-7. The Psalm begins saying “For the choir direc-
tor a Psalm of David, in the Lord | take refuge; how can you say to my soul flee as a bird to your mountain™
(:739% 0277 [P701] 171 W17 1MKRA R 00T | 717°2 NI 0XIN? X). Who was it David was asking the
question ““how can you say to my soul to be a ‘nomad/wanderer/vagabond’ upon your mountain as a bird?”
David’s hope is in the refuge that God provides in His salvation and deliverance. The place of refuge that

God provides is protection from his enemies ?9X-122 N5 N3-5¥ DRI 13D NYR 11077 OYWIT 73702 2
:2%-7u% 11:2 For, behold, the wicked bend the bow, They make ready their arrow upon the string To shoot
in darkness at the upright in heart. (NASB) Here we find a parallel to Tehillim / Psalms 7 that states -OX X
SI33907 727 IR Win? 9270 21w X9 7:12 If a man does not repent, He will sharpen His sword; He has
bent His bow and made it ready. (NASB) He continues saying :2¥9-% 278 19077 ninya-"2 2 11:3 If the
foundations are destroyed, What can the righteous do?’ (NASB) What is the foundation that David is refer-
ring to? The Psalm then states 7777 71 07X 12 172> POVOY I 11V RO w2 73 WIp 22002 | i 7

W1 ARIY OnD 2R YWI) 1727 277X 11:4 The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven;
His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men. 11:5 The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked, And the
one who loves violence His soul hates. (NASB) The Lord sees the works of men, He tests the righteous and

hates the wicked. Verse 11:5 parallels the wicked with the one who “loves violence™ (0777 27X)). Note that

the root word Hamas (0777) meaning “violence, rob, destroy” is the Hebrew name for Hamas, the Islamic
Resistance Movement (militant Islamic group) started in 1976 with the aim of creating an Islamic Palestin-

ian state. Because of the violence of the wicked the Scriptures say 137 N°193) WX 0°772 D°YYI-2¥ 0’
;0992 NI NivYYT 11:6 Upon the wicked He will rain snares; Fire and brimstone and burning wind will be
the portion of their cup. (NASB) David concludes saying :19 3132 2% 2% DIPTX 717 277%-3 71 11:7

For the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness; The upright will behold His face. (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 11

The Lord a Refuge and Defense. For the
choir director. A Psalm of David. 11:1
In the Lord I take refuge; How can you
say to my soul, ‘Flee as a bird to your
mountain; 11:2 For, behold, the wicked
bend the bow, They make ready their
arrow upon the string To shoot in dark-
ness at the upright in heart. 11:3 If the
foundations are destroyed, What can
the righteous do?’ 11:4 The Lord is in
His holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in
heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test
the sons of men. 11:5 The Lord tests the
righteous and the wicked, And the one
who loves violence His soul hates. 11:6
Upon the wicked He will rain snares;
Fire and brimstone and burning wind
will be the portion of their cup. 11:7
For the Lord is righteous, He loves righ-
teousness; The upright will behold His
face. (NASB)
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Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 11

11:1 A hymn of David. In the word of the
Lord I have hoped; how do you say to
my soul, wander to the mountain like a
bird? 11:2 For behold, the wicked bend
the bow, fixing their arrows on the string
to shoot in darkness at the firm of heart.
11:3 For if the foundations are shattered,
why did the virtuous do good? 11:4 The
Lord is in his holy temple; God’s throne
is in the highest heavens; his eyes see, his
eyelids examine, the sons of men. 11:5
God examines the righteous, but his soul
hates the wicked and those who love ra-
pacity. 11:6 He will bring down rains of
retribution on the wicked, coals of fire
and brimstone; a violent storm-wind is
the portion of their cup. 11:7 For the
Lord is righteous, he loves righteousness,
the honest man will look upon his coun-
tenance. (EMC)
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Tehillim / Psalms 11

For the end, a Psalm of David. 11:1 In
the Lord I have put my trust: how will ye
say to my soul, Flee to the mountains as
a sparrow? 11:2 For behold the sinners
have bent their bow, they have prepared
their arrows for the quiver, to shoot
privily at the upright in heart. 11:3 For
they have pulled down what thou didst
frame, but what has the righteous done?
11:4 The Lord is in his holy temple, as
for the Lord, his throne is in heaven: his
eyes look upon the poor, his eyelids try
the sons of men. 11:5 The Lord tries the
righteous and the ungodly: and he that
loves unrighteousness hates his own
soul. 11:6 He shall rain upon sinners
snares, fire, and brimstone, and a stormy
blast shall be the portion of their cup.
11:7 For the Lord is righteous, and
loves righteousness; his face beholds
uprightness. (LXX)

The opening verse in Tehillim / Psalms 11 states ““For the choir director a Psalm of David, in the
Lord | take refuge; how can you say to my soul flee as a bird to your mountain (°n°omn | 717°2 1177 0812 X
:i9% 0277 [P793] 1733 *WDI7 1RA TX). In Tehillim / Psalms 34 verses 8 and 22 states that a person is
blessed (or happy) who take refuge in Him, and that whoever takes refuge in Him will not be condemned.
The phrase to take refuge in God is a rather common biblical image or theme, but just what does it mean?

:12-73902 9227 WK 717 230-23 WM YL v Tehillim / Psalms 34:8 O taste and see that
the Lord is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! David’s hope is in the
refuge that God provides in His salvation and deliverance. (NASB)

112 opnI-52 MWK K9) 1072y W3 71 739 22 Tehillim / Psalms 34:22 The Lord redeems
the soul of His servants, And none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.
(NASB)
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According to the Scriptures, the Lord provides a refuge through His abiding presence in our lives. In
Parashat Ki Tisa (Shemot / Exodus 30:11-34:35) the Lord makes this point in the promise He gives in Exo-
dus 33:14 saying “My Presence will go with you, and | will give you rest” (:77 >na7) 1972 °19 R 7).
Taking refuge in the Lord is connected to our relationship with Him. This Scripture suggests that to take
refuge in Him does not mean only to seek his protection or help; but to rely and trust in Him for everything.
Yeshua also taught saying “Come to Me ... and your souls will find rest”” (Matthew 11:28-30, *Aebte mpdg
Le TV TEG Ol KOTILWVTEG Kal TEQOPTIOUEVOL, KAYW dvamadow DUAG. Epate TOV {uyov pov €@’ Dudg kai pdbete
&’ épod, ot mpadig iyt kai Tamevog Th kapdiq, Kal ebprioeTe Avdmavoty Taig Yyuxaig u@v: 0 yap {uydg
OV XpNoTOG Kal TO goptiov pov éhagpdv éotiv. 11:28 ‘Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden,
and I will give you rest. 11:29 ‘Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 11:30 ‘For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” NASB). To
believe in Him, to trust in Him, and to love Him is the meaning of taking refuge that best expresses the last
line of Tehillim / Psalm 11, 11:7 For the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness; The upright will behold
His face. (NASB). David’s words in Psalm 11 and 34 implies a relationship through which we receive God’s

salvation (Y1°). This salvation of God is the thing which we cling to realizing our need for his deliverance
in our lives from our sins and from our enemies. Note how the Septuagint agrees with this interpretation, the
rabbis translated Tehillim / Psalms 11:1 to say €ig 10 T€Aog YaApog 1@ dauvid €mi td kupiw mémoda nag épeite
T Yux1 Hov petavaotebov émt td 8pn wg otpovBiov 11:1 A Psalm of David. In the Lord | have put my trust:
how will ye say to my soul, Flee to the mountains as a sparrow? (LXX) that David “yielded” or “trusted”

(nénoBa) in the Lord God Almighty. The Aramaic text states that 77377°7 XI2°22 7172 KX72WH RNT2WIN X

INTIDE 777 11207 XN0Y 900K W12 17K TINK 19797 1°720 1:1 A hymn of David. In the word of the
Lord I have hoped; how do you say to my soul, wander to the mountain like a bird? (EMC) David placed

his “Hope” (N°120D), in the Word of God, his future expectation and thoughts are in the Word of the Lord,
and this is exactly how we are to live our lives each day trusting, hoping, believing in the Word of Lord God
Almighty and His promises.

In Tehillim / Psalms 11:1, who was David asking the question *““how can you say to my soul to be
a ‘nomad/wanderer/vagabond’ upon your mountain as a bird?” (118% 0277 [>791] 1731 *W917 1KA TX)
Some believe that David composed this Psalm while he was in the court of Saul at a time when the king’s
hostility was growing and beginning to show itself. Whoever it was, the person speaking to him was telling
him to flee to his mountain; David’s reaction to the statement of what someone said to him was of surprise

and shock that one would suggest such a thing. ““How can you say to my soul” (%937 18R T°R) is equiva-
lent today to saying ““how can you suggest such a thing?”” David recognized that a strong enemy (the wick-
ed) seek to destroy him and knows that true deliverance comes only by the hand of God. When we allow
God to work judging wickedness we prevent ourselves for the possibility of doing unrighteousness in God’s
eyes, therefore it is safer to allow God the time to work and deal with the unrighteous rather than to take
action into our own hands. The place of refuge that God provides is protection from our enemies 11377 °2 2
12%-09U0% HOR-1n2 NI AN-2Y O 130 NYR 199970 oYy 11:2 For, behold, the wicked bend the bow,
They make ready their arrow upon the string To shoot in darkness at the upright in heart. (NASB) Here we
find a parallel to Tehillim / Psalms 7 that states :;73312%) 727 inW/p Win%? 1270 2300 X9-0x 2 7:12 If aman
does not repent, He will sharpen His sword; He has bent His bow and made it ready. (NASB) With regard
to the wicked, the Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 3:13 “rovnpot 8¢ &vBpwmot kai yonteg mpokdyovoy
&Ml TO Xelpov, MhavdvTeg kai mhavapevot. 3:13 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse,
deceiving and being deceived. (NASB) the nature of the wicked will proceed from bad to worse saying also
Eotat yap katpog 6te TG Uytarvovong dtdaokahiag odk dvéEovtal, AANA katd Tag idlag émbupiag éavToig
énowpevoovoty SidaokdAovg kvnBdpevol TNy akony, ‘kai and pev g aAndeiag Ty dkomnyv AmooTpEéYouoLy,
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émi 8¢ Tovg pobovg éktpanrioovtat. 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own
desires, 4:4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. (NASB) The Apostle
Paul is not preparing Timothy for defeat by these statements and he is not telling him to “flee as a bird to his
mountain” like these men seem to be telling David. Paul was warning Timothy so that he could overcome,
with God’s help, such situations in the knowledge that these things are coming. David recognized the de-
vices of the wicked, they come to kill and destroy with their bow and arrow (Tehillim / Psalms 11:2). Paul
speaks about these men in the future saying *4AN’ o0 mpokdyovowy émt MAgloV, 1] Yap &vota avTdV €kdnAog
gotat maowy, wg Kai 1 ékeivwv éyéveto. 3:9 But they will not make further progress; for their folly will be
obvious to all, just as Jannes’ and Jambres’ folly was also. (NASB) and giving examples of two men whose
foolish teaching was recognized. A parallel can be drawn here to Tehillim / Psalms 7:15 and 9:15 that the
wicked fall into the pit that they have dug and have been trapped in the snare they have made. Paul exhorts
Timothy to hold fast to the doctrines that he has learned and has been assured of according to 2 Timothy
3:14 “ov 8¢ péve €v oig Enabeg kai Emotwdng, eidwg mapa tivwv €uadeg, 3:14 You, however, continue in the
things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them (NASB) This
is very similar to what the Apostle John taught in his epistle, 1 John 3:11-12 'Ot aitn €otiv 1] dyyelia fjv
fKovoate A’ apxis, iva dyanpev dAARAoLG: 2o kaBmg Kdiv ¢k Tod movnpod fv kai éo@alev TOvV ASeApov
avToD: Kai x&ptv Tivog £o@agev adToV; 6Tt T Epya avtod movnpd Ny, T 8¢ ToD ddeh@od avtod dikata. 3:11
For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another; 3:12
not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his
deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous. (NASB) John makes a reference to the message that was
learned from the beginning, and Paul tells to continue in the things you have learned and become convinced
of these things that are the foundation upon which we stand, the foundation of the Scriptures, of truth, of
justice, of the Messiah.

David says :2¥9-m2 2°7% 190770 ninga-"2 2 11:3 If the foundations are destroyed, What can the
righteous do?’ (NASB) What is the foundation that David is referring to? The foundation is the Torah, the
foundation upon which to build faith, for discipleship, to learn about sin, repentance from dead works, about
faith, and about a new relationship with the Lord God Almighty. The five books of Moshe detail how to live
in righteousness and justice. If the foundation of righteousness and justice are eroded (destroyed, 1707:7?)
what can the righteous do? The Torah is the foundational revelation of the nature of God and His redemp-
tive dealings with mankind. Take for example, the Torah goes into great detail on the significance of sub-
stitutionary blood atonement in the Sacrificial system. According to Vayikra / Leviticus 10:16-18, Vayikra /
Leviticus 6:24-26, Shemot / Exodus 28:38, and Bamidbar / Numbers 18:1 we read the importance of the re-
quirement of the priest having to consume a portion of the sacrifice for the purpose of bearing away our sins
and making atonement before God in the Tabernacle. Yeshua, our High Priest, bore our sin (on the cross)
and brought the sacrifice of His own body and blood to make atonement on our behalf before God; this is the
reason why Yeshua had to go to the cross, to be cursed, so that He could bear our sins as it is written in the
Torah commandment. The Scriptures states that the Messiah would be kingly being found after the order of

Melchizedek according to Parashat Lech Lecha in Bereshit / Genesis 14:18 which states 777 P78-23721 1
1%y ORY 170 R 1) o7 XX %W meaning “And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine; now he was a priest of God Most High.”” (NASB) The Messiah would attain royal status and come
from the tribe of Judah according to Parashat Vayechi, Jacob blesses Judah saying 7797°n DY 2I03-K?
DonY Nape 121 12 R22-02 7Y 131 120 ppnnd 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the
ruler’s staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.

(NASB) When reading the Apostolic Writings we learn that the new covenant God has made with us fulfills
the Torah requirement (Foundation) and the sinless Son of God become a substitutionary blood atonement.
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The Torah also becomes the standard upon which we can properly understand Scripture and prophecy and
the standard for living life before God. It is in the Torah, in the book of Leviticus and the commandments
regarding the festival of Pesach (Passover) that gives meaning to John the Baptist’s statement concerning
Yeshua being the “Lamb of God” who takes away the sins of the world. All of Scripture, the prophets, and
the writings, and the New Covenant Scriptures find their authority and significance in the authority that is
given through the words of Moshe recorded in the Torah. If the foundation is destroyed, what can the righ-
teous do? Ifthe foundation is destroyed, wickedness and unrighteousness will run unchecked and everyone,
the world, all of creation will suffer.

David says P>7% 7177 7 07X 12 2020 1°2YOY W 1Y IRQD 2w M1 WTR ’73"‘2 | mm

W1 ARIW 0N 2R YY) 1022 11:4 The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven; H|s
eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men. 11:5 The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked, And the
one who loves violence His soul hates. (NASB) The Lord sees the works of men, He tests the righteous and

hates the wicked. Verse 11:5 parallels the wicked with the one who “loves violence™ (077 27R)). (Per-
sonal reflection) In today’s entertainment industry (television) we see a lot of violence, do you think, based
on this verse, loving a movie or television show because of the violence depicted is something God hates?

Can that affect our relationship with God? It is interesting to note that the root word Hamas (0777) meaning
“violence, rob, destroy” is the Hebrew name for the Islamic Resistance Movement (militant Islamic group)
that appeared in 1976 with the aim of creating an Islamic Palestinian state and today commits many acts of
violence and hatred in an attempt to destroy Israel.

Looking at this verse from Tehillim / Psalms 11:4-5, the Scriptures speak unambiguously that God
hates the one who loves violence, He hates the wicked. A motto of modern American evangelism today is
“God hates the sin, but loves the sinner.”” Based on Scripture God certainly hates sin, however does the
Scripture say that God loves the sinner? How do we classify the before he or she is saved? Is the sinner
before he or she is saved considered “the wicked?” Are those who sin and sin itself two separate entities? If
a person sins are they called the wicked in whom God hates? Do sinners live in righteousness and justice?
The Scriptures state that He will laugh at the wicked when their calamity comes like a whirlwind, and that
He rejoices over the wicked to destroy them. Is this concept of God incompatible with the tenets of your
faith? Let’s look at a few Scriptures to see what the Word of God has to say concerning this question.

Survey on the Scriptures: Does God hate the wicked?

Vayikra / Leviticus 20:23

102 YRR WY A9R-22-NK 9D 0D°19n TIWN CIR-IWR VA7 NP2 1970 XY 3D 20:23 ‘More-
over, you shall not follow the customs of the nation which 1 will drive out before you, for they
did all these things, and therefore | have abhorred them. (NASB)

Vayikra / Leviticus 26:14-30

26:14 *But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all these commandments, 26:15 if,
instead, you reject My statutes, and if your soul abhors My ordinances so as not to carry out
all My commandments, and so break My covenant, 26:16 I, in turn, will do this to you: I will
appoint over you a sudden terror, consumption and fever that will waste away the eyes and
cause the soul to pine away; also, you will sow your seed uselessly, for your enemies will eat
itup. 26:17 ‘I will set My face against you so that you will be struck down before your en-
emies; and those who hate you will rule over you, and you will flee when no one is pursuing
you. 26:18 ‘If also after these things you do not obey Me, then | will punish you seven times
more for your sins. 26:19 ‘I will also break down your pride of power; | will also make your
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sky like iron and your earth like bronze. 26:20 “Your strength will be spent uselessly, for
your land will not yield its produce and the trees of the land will not yield their fruit. 26:21
‘If then, you act with hostility against Me and are unwilling to obey Me, | will increase the
plague on you seven times according to your sins. 26:22 ‘I will let loose among you the
beasts of the field, which will bereave you of your children and destroy your cattle and reduce
your number so that your roads lie deserted. 26:23 ‘And if by these things you are not turned
to Me, but act with hostility against Me, 26:24 then | will act with hostility against you; and
I, even I, will strike you seven times for your sins. 26:25 ‘I will also bring upon you a sword
which will execute vengeance for the covenant; and when you gather together into your cit-
ies, I will send pestilence among you, so that you shall be delivered into enemy hands. 26:26
‘When | break your staff of bread, ten women will bake your bread in one oven, and they will
bring back your bread in rationed amounts, so that you will eat and not be satisfied. 26:27
“Yet if in spite of this you do not obey Me, but act with hostility against Me, 26:28 then | will
act with wrathful hostility against you, and I, even I, will punish you seven times for your
sins. 26:29 ‘Further, you will eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters you
will eat. 26:30 ‘I then will destroy your high places, and cut down your incense altars, and
heap your remains on the remains of your idols, for My soul shall abhor you. (NASB)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 18:12
17397 ODIR W PR AINY AR naving 92323 79K TwY-92 717 nayin-y 20 18:12

‘For whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord; and because of these detestable
things the Lord your God will drive them out before you. (NASB)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 25:16
DWW WY 99 9N TwY-92 770K 737 n2yin o3 1w 25:16 ‘For everyone who does these

things, everyone who acts unjustly is an abomination to the Lord your God. (NASB)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:62-63

TIANT? DY 7T W2 12 0NN NIAYTP DN 1WT? DY 1M WW-IWR2 M) 20
[ANYI? MRY-RI AOR-IW TRTINT PR D701 0NN TR 00K 28:62 “Then you shall
be left few in number, whereas you were as numerous as the stars of heaven, because you did
not obey the Lord your God. 28:63 ‘It shall come about that as the Lord delighted over you
to prosper you, and multiply you, so the Lord will delight over you to make you perish and
destroy you; and you will be torn from the land where you are entering to possess it. (NASB)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:16-20

WP T ANYYY MX 22 WY A0 W WD D02y DY LY POV Y W
N7 IR2 2pn oW 0w KD 2oR A0R KD 20TWR mar T aapevd naying o2
Y2 PRI A1 RN W [¥°27] 12900 OX MIWM WA A7 VX M 0NN DWW

:02 32:16 ‘“They made Him jealous with strange gods; With abominations they provoked Him
to anger. 32:17 ‘They sacrificed to demons who were not God, To gods whom they have not
known, New gods who came lately, Whom your fathers did not dread. 32:18 “You neglected
the Rock who begot you, And forgot the God who gave you birth. 32:19 “The Lord saw this,
and spurned them Because of the provocation of His sons and daughters. 32:20 ‘“Then He

Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 11 | x> 0°%°71n 790 —

said, ‘I will hide My face from them, | will see what their end shall be; For they are a per-
verse generation, Sons in whom is no faithfulness. (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalm 5:5-6
29D M DONT-LPR 279 73T TARA TN O2YB-02 DRI PPY TNT 027717 1200-K7
;M | 5:5 The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; You hate all who do iniquity. 5:6

You destroy those who speak falsehood; The Lord abhors the man of bloodshed and deceit.
(NASB)

Tehillim / Psalm 11:5-7
) 17093 WX D9 DYYI-0Y Wgm ) W9l MY O 30X) YY) 0 pOTE W A
:°30 2 Y 2R NIPTE A3 U783 7 :0093 NIn NidYYT 11:5 The Lord tests the righ-

teous and the wicked, And the one who loves violence His soul hates. 11:6 Upon the wicked
He will rain snares; Fire and brimstone and burning wind will be the portion of their cup.
11:7 For the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness; The upright will behold His face.
(NASB)

Tehillim / Psalm 50:22
:2O%7 TRY AIUR-19 798 mOW NRT R3-112 22 50:22 ‘“Now consider this, you who forget
God, Or I will tear you in pieces, and there will be none to deliver. (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalm 106:40

:IN?01-N% 2N Y2 77 AR-1771 7 106:40 Therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled
against His people And He abhorred His inheritance. (NASB)

Mishley / Proverbs 3:32-33
1020 DOROTE T VWO 0022 33 NIRD AR (790 2wh-nR) 1193 1R nayin vy 29 3:32
For the devious are an abomination to the Lord; But He is intimate with the upright. 3:33

The curse of the Lord is on the house of the wicked, But He blesses the dwelling of the righ-
teous. (NASB)

Mishley / Proverbs 6:16-19

niooW 007 Y 1IYh ninn oy 1 Wl [Nayin] mMayin vay) aim R 030-wY T
MPWM QY TV D023 D) L1 Y77 Y7 NG @023 N8 nlawnn win a2 m opi-07
:0°IX 1°2 D°177 6:16 There are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven which are an
abomination to Him: 6:17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent

blood, 6:18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil, 6:19 A false wit-
ness who utters lies, And one who spreads strife among brothers. (NASB)

Mishley / Proverbs 16:5
7R3 K2 179 70 2%-723-22 70 nayin 171 16:5 Everyone who is proud in heart is an abom-
ination to the Lord; Assuredly, he will not be unpunished. (NASB)

Hosea 9:15
9:15 All their evil is at Gilgal; Indeed, | came to hate them there! Because of the wickedness
of their deeds I will drive them out of My house! I will love them no more; All their princes
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are rebels. (NASB)

Malachi 1:3-4

1:3 but I have hated Esau, and | have made his mountains a desolation and appointed his
inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.” 1:4 Though Edom says, ‘We have been beaten
down, but we will return and build up the ruins’; thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘They may build,
but I will tear down; and men will call them the wicked territory, and the people toward
whom the Lord is indignant forever.” (NASB)

Romans 9:13
Brabwg yéypantat, Tov Takwp nydnnoa, tov 6¢ Hoad éuionoa. 9:13 Just as it is written,
‘Jacob | loved, but Esau | hated.” (NASB)

1 Corinthians 16:22
22€{ T1G 00 QUAET TOV KVpLOV, fjTw dvdBepa. Mapava Ba. 16:22 If anyone does not love the Lord,
he is to be accursed. Maranatha. (NASB)

James 4:4

*uotyalideg, ovk oidate &tt 1) @hia oD KOGpOL ExBpa TOD Be0d £0TLv; GG €dv oVV BovAnOTf
@ilog elvat Tod kOGpovL, £XOp0OG ToD Beod kabiotatat. 4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know
that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. (NASB)

1 Peter 3:12

2811 dpBalpol kupiov émi Sikaiovg kai @ta avTtod gig §énoty avtdv, Tpdcwnov 8¢ kupiov émi
nolodvTtag kakd. 3:12 ‘For the eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, And His ears attend
to their prayer, But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” (NASB)

Revelation 14:10-11

xal avTog mieTal €k ToD ofvov Tod Bupod Tod Beod TOD KekepaTUEVOL AKPATOV €V TO TTOTNPiW
Tii§ OpYTig avToD, Kal Bacavicbnoetat év mupl kai Oeiw Evamov dyyélwv aylwv kat EvaomTiov
ToD apviov. "kal 6 kanvog Tod Pacaviopod avTt@Vv eig aidvag aidvwv avapaivel, kai ovk
gYovoLv Avamavoly Nuépag Kai VuKToG, ol TpookuvodvTeg TO Onpiov kal Ty ikéva adToD,
Kai &l 11§ AapPavet 10 xdpaypa Tod 6vopatog avtod. 14:10 he also will drink of the wine of
the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tor-
mented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the
Lamb. 14:11 *‘And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day
and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his
name.” (NASB)

Throughout the Scriptures we read that God hates both the sin and the one who commits sin. The
Lord’s kindness to sinners is not emotionally driven or based upon sentimental feelings. He does not accept
sinners ““just the way they are;” they absolutely must repent (turn from sin) and believe in God and in His
Messiah Yeshua in order to be accepted by Him (Acts 10:34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: ‘I most certainly
understand now that God is not one to show partiality, 10:35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and
does what is right is welcome to Him. 10:36 ‘The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace
through Jesus Christ, He is Lord of all. NASB). Does coming to the Lord ““just the way you are” the same
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as coming to the Lord as a repentant, broken person in faith and trust in Yeshua the Messiah? According to
these Scriptures, the Lord does not love sinners the way that “they” want Him to, and He does not give them
unconditional approval, unconditional acceptance, unconditional forgiveness, or unconditional friendship
until one repents, turns from sin, and believes in Him and the Salvation He has provided, Yeshua the Mes-
siah. What did Yeshua and the Apostles say concerning this topic?

Mishley / Proverbs 8:17

DIIRYRY W 20X [P20X] 720X IR 17 8:17 ‘I love those who love me; And those who
diligently seek me will find me. (NASB)

John 14:21-23

216 EXwv TAG €VTOAAG oV Kol TNPOV adTAG EKEIVOG E0TLV O Ayam®dv pe: 6 8¢ Ayandv pe
ayamnOnoetat KO TOD TMATPOG HOV, KAYW AYATNOW AVTOV Kai EuPaviow adT® EUavTOV.
2Aéyet avt®d Tovdag, ovy 6 Tokapuwtng, Kopte, [kai] ti yéyovev 6Tt fuiv péhelg épgavitety
0€aUTOV Kai ovXi T® kOopw; Pamekpidn Tnoodg kai einev avtd, Edv Tig dyand pe tov Adyov
OV TNpPNOEL, Kai 6 TaThAp 1oV &yamnoeL avTdv, Kal pog adtov éhevaodpeba kai poviy map’
avt® momoopeda. 14:21 ‘He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who
loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him and will dis-
close Myself to him.” 14:22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, ‘Lord, what then has happened
that You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?’ 14:23 Jesus answered and
said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We
will come to him and make Our abode with him. (NASB)

John 15:10

¢av TaG EVTONGG (Lo TNPNONTE, peVeiTe €V Tf} Aydmn Hov, KaBwg ym Tag évToldg ToD Tatpdg
oV TeETApNKa Kai pévw avtod €v Tf) aydnn. 15:10 ‘If you keep My commandments, you will
abide in My love; just as | have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
(NASB)

John 16:27

7adT1og yap O matip QLAel DPAG, OTL DUELG €U Te@IARKATE Kal TEMOTEVKATE OTL €Y AP
[To0] Beod ¢EQAOBoV. 16:27 for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and
have believed that | came forth from the Father. (NASB)

1 John 2:15

M1 dyamndte TOV KOOUOV unde Tt v @ KOOUW. €4V TIG dyand TOV KOOUOV, oUK €0TLV T
dydmn tod matpog év avt@: 2:15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (NASB)

Based upon these Scriptures, is God’s love conditional? Do we find a parallel here in God’s love
that is similar to our love for one another being conditional? On the other hand we find Scripture that says
“We love Him because He first loved us™ and also John 3:16 “for God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten son...”” Do these verses stand in contradiction to Tehillim / Psalms 11:4-5 and other Scripture
we have just read shown above? How do we reconcile the difference here? The difference is that because
of God’s love (i.e. we serve a loving God) that He provides a way to receive the forgiveness of sin, He sent
His Son to die for us. Throughout Scripture we read that God has always provided a way for forgiveness of
sin. Therefore, God’s love is for deliverance and salvation, and it is not for those who live in sin as a way
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of life (i.e. the wicked). A distinction must be made for those who practice sin and those who are repentant
and seek the Lord and desire to live a life free from sin. We cannot know God and His love unless we cease
to love sin and the Lord becomes our First Love rather than sin. This is only accomplished with God’s help,
by faith in Yeshua the Messiah and by the power of the Holy Spirit living within us. (Read Romans 7) In
addition to this, Yeshua said in Matthew 5:43-45:

Matthew 5:43-45

“Hxovoate 611 €ppébn, Ayannoeig TOv mAnoiov oov Kkai o oelg Tov éxBpdv oov. “yw 8¢
Aéyw DLy, dyamdte Tovg éxOpog UMV Kal Tpooevxeche UIep TOV SLwKOVTWY DRAG, *Omwg
yévno0e vioi Tod Tatpog VUDY TOD €V 00pavoig, 6Tt TOV fAov adToD dvatéAleL €Ml TOVNPOVG
Kai &dyaBolg kai Bpéxet émi Sikaiovg kai ddikovg. 5:43 “You have heard that it was said, “You
shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” 5:44 “‘But | say to you, love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you, 5:45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in
heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righ-
teous and the unrighteous. (NASB)

Yeshua said to “love your enemy”” and to ““pray for those who persecute you,” is this not something only
God would say? According to these verses, we are to render blessing for cursing and prayers for persecu-
tions. In the cases of cruel enemies, we are to do good to them, and to pray for them. Because God has
changed our hearts, we are no longer enemies to anyone, but friends to all. The point of these Scriptures
is to show us that we are to love and pray and let God work and deal with the wicked. We are not merely
to cease from hate, and then abide in a cold neutrality; we are to love where hatred seems inevitable. Our
sinful nature desires to curse, but the new nature that God gives says we are to bless. We are be active in
doing good to those who deserve to receive evil. In doing this, judgment and punishment is reserved for the
Lord and we do not live and act in unrighteousness, we are able to rely upon the Lord as infants in Tehillim
/ Psalms 8:2 that states :0p3NM IR N°2AYT7 I w07 1 070> R | 0075 "1 2 8:2 From the
mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength Because of Your adversaries, To make
the enemy and the revengeful cease. (NASB) The weak depend upon the Lord God Almighty to exact pay-
ment and judgment and it is in this all praise goes to the Lord because it is God who stops and defeats our
enemies. The practical aspect of this is that our enemies wonder, men wonder, respect, and admire the fol-
lowers of Yeshua. The act of loving your enemies is counted so surprising, that men attribute it to the Lord
God Almighty and the people say indeed he is a child of God, who else could bless and be thankful against
the evil in this world?

With all things in God’s hands, because of the violence of the wicked the Scriptures say -?¥ 797> 1
;0912 N NIDYRT MIN) N9 WX 009 oYY 11:6 Upon the wicked He will rain snares; Fire and brim-
stone and burning wind will be the portion of their cup. (NASB) The Lord God Almighty will rain judge-
ment upon our enemies, and it is in the Lord’s providence (supervision, protection, care, concern, prudence)
in His saving power that we can give thanks, bless our enemies, and pray for those who persecute us. David
says :12°39 31772 W 27X NIPTY 70 277%-"3 1 11:7 For the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness; The
upright will behold His face. (NASB) The judgment of the wicked comes because of the righteousness and
justice of God. If we live our lives according to God’s ways, according to justice, if we do good to those
who persecute us and pray for those who do evil to us, then we are truly the sons of our Father in Heaven.
If we leave judgment and punishment to the Lord, then our hope is truly and wholly give to Him who is able
to deliver us from all troubles, our hope is truly in Yeshua God’s Messiah, and our lives are truly changed
purely for the glory of God. Then we can say “Worthy is the lord to be praised!”” (Revelation 4:11) Worthy
indeed is the Lord to be praised for such a wonderful salvation!
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Christian Commentary

According to the International Critical Commentary on the Psalms (ICCP), Driver, Plummer, and Briggs,
2005, Tehillim / Psalms 11 is a guest Psalm. The Psalmist takes refuge in the Lord (YHVH) and protests
against those who are urging him to flee from his enemies to the mountains (Tehillim / Psalms 11:1). The
Lord God Almighty is in heaven (11:4), He tests the righteous (11:5), hates the wicked (11:5), and is soon
to destroy the unrighteous (wicked) men (11:6). Driver, Plummer, and Briggs states that a liturgical couplet
gives the general truth that the Lord loves the righteous and they who are righteous will behold (see) His
face (11:7).

The Psalmist states that “I have taken refuge in the YHVH™ (°n°07 | 717°2) and it is believed that
this verse was condensed by a late editor from “in You YHVH” (Tehillim / Psalms 31:7, 71:1) to simply
“in YHVH.” The Psalmist is not anxious over his advisors and reprimands them stating ““How can you say

to me?” (W17 1MRA T°X) to flee to the mountains? The commentators believe there is an error in the
masoretic text over “flee you” which originated from “your mountain,” which is thought to be a proverbial
popular phrase. Birds flee to forests when in peril, and as these in Israel were on mountains the Psalm states
to the mountains. Having a close look at Ginsburg’s Masoretic Text (shown below) it is interesting to note

that there is a Qere and Ketiv on verse 11:1 (1791) along with a textual variant on the word 0277 “your

mountain.” It is interesting that Ginsburg spells 0277 rather than the textual variant that is given in only a
few manuscripts. The commentators however state that this is an error in the masoretic text?

3 T
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2 B P :rmm-r 27 9
by o i
155 DENuaD Ao
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N3RPT YD R v 15 M DA YA T D) N3 KD v 4
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History tells us that Judah had taken refuge in the mountains on numerous accounts, in caves, steep
cliffs, and inaccessible rocks, the mountains therefore have been places of refuge from persecution. The
reason for the advice of the Psalmist’s advisors was because the enemy ““threads the bow and prepares the
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arrow.” The archers are ready to shoot to kill, and they shoot in darkness. The enemy is concealed in dark-
ness and not face to face with David. It is unknown what direction the enemy is attacking from, and the
purpose is to destroy the righteous. So the Psalmist is in peril because he is righteous. Tehillim / Psalms

11:3 states :2¥9-2 P°7X 190777 NINWI-°2 A 11:3 If the foundations are destroyed, What can the righteous
do?’ (NASB) the commentators state that the foundations are the “established institutions,” the social and
civil order of the community rather than that of the Torah, the rule of the Law of God. The commentators
state that the Psalmist believes these institutions as divine. Interestingly, if the foundations is a reference to
the Torah, it is divine because it is the Word of the Living God. According to Driver, Plummer, and Briggs
the institutions protect the right-minded righteous. On the other hand, the Torah being the foundation of
Scripture, the Word of God is that which protects the righteous and keeps ones mind on the right path, a
path of holiness and righteousness before the Living God. Where do you think we should be placing our
emphasis upon, the established institutions or the Word of the Living God?

The advisors state what the enemy is doing, now the Psalmist states what God is doing to justify the

weak and humble, for those who seek refuge in the Lord. Tehillim / Psalms 11:4 states YW/ 22°72 | 737> 7
DTN °12 U0 PHYIY M 1Y IRDD 2°W32 7177 11:4 The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord’s throne

is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men. (NASB) The Lord is perceived as being a
resident in the Temple in Jerusalem and His throne is in heaven. Taking refuge in the Temple in Jerusalem,
the Psalmist states that His throne is in heaven and therefore sees all of the sons of men and their deeds. The
Lord is not indifferent to what happens here on earth between men. The Psalmist states with this in mind
that God tries the righteous and the wicked His soul hates. The evil intentions of the wicked to shoot the
righteous are all observed by the Lord God Almighty and He hates the violence in the heart of the unrigh-
teous. If God is trying the righteous and hating the wicked, then the advice to flee to the mountains is poor
advice. Tehillim / Psalms 11:6 the Psalmist states N3% NIDY7T 717) N°79)) WX D09 DOYWI-5Y 0n )

;0013 11:6 Upon the wicked He will rain snares; Fire and brimstone and burning wind will be the portion
of their cup. (NASB) the Lord will rain down upon the wicked. Rain is suggestive that the Lord’s throne is
in heaven and coals of fire is an image of lightning and fire being sent from heaven. The Lord rains from
heaven upon these wicked men and they drink their portion from God’s wrath. Driver, Plummer, and Briggs
states that the wicked destroying the foundation of society, the Lord raining fire upon them is His response
to the sin of the wicked. The commentary concludes stating that a late editor of the Psalms appends the end-

ing to Tehillim / Psalms 11:7, :3°19 132 ¢ 2% NIPTX 737 2°78-°2 1 11:7 For the Lord is righteous,

He loves righteousness; The upright will behold His face. (NASB) The editor enhanced the privileges of the
righteous that they will see His face.

Rabbinic Commentary

The rabbinic commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 11 has 7 parts. Reading through this
week’s Midrash we will be looking at Parts 2, 4, 5, and 6. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter
11 Parts 2, 4, 5, and 6.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 11, Parts 2, 4, 5, and 6

Part 2:

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°nn 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “The wicked made
ready their arrow upon the string (Tehillim / Psalms 11:2).”

* The XN°N3D (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction™ to the Midrash says ““Rabbi Berechiah taught in
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the name of Rabbi Abba son of Kahana, Here the wicked are Shebna and Joah, who wrote a letter,
inserted it into a notch in an arrow, and shot the arrow to Sennacherib through a port™

« The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNI°ND (Petihta), the rabbis taught saying
““Shooting at the upright of heart, Hezekiah and Isaiah.”

« The YWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?Wn (mashal) speaks on the
topic of ““If the foundations be destroyed, what great work, O Righteous One, have You wrought?”’
(Tehillim / Psalms 11:3).

» The Concluding phrase says “Or, if wicked men rising up against the foundation pits of the altar that
are more ancient than the great abyss, are to destroy them, the O Righteous One of the world, what
Great work have You wrought?”

Part 4:

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°710757 12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “The Lord tries the
righteous (Tehillim / Psalms 11:5).”

» The XN°ND (Petihta) ““the homiletic introduction’ to the Midrash asks the question “Who does the
Lord try?”

« The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), states ““the righteous who
stand firm under the trials He imposes,” and tells a parable of the farmer with two heifers.

« The 9Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?W (mashal) asking the ques-
tion of which heifer the farmer will try first, then parallels the wicked with being a heifer not able
to plow.

* The Concluding phrase says “The Lord tries the righteous, but the wicked and him that loves vio-
lence His soul hates (Tehillim / Psalms 11:5), the wicked is Ishmael, and him who loves violence is
Esau, of whom God said, but Esau | hated (Malachi 1:3).”

Part 5:

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°10%77 7127 (Dibur Hamathil) ““Upon the wicked He
will rain Pakhim (Tehillim / Psalms 11:6).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “That is, quick burning
coals, as in the phrase as quick burning coals are to live coals, and wood so fire (Mishley / Proverbs
26:21).”

« The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), saying “The Holy One
blessed be He, said, whosoever exalts himself in pride will finally be punished in fire.”

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal) gives examples
of those who perish in fire:

1. The generation of the flood.
2. The tower of Babel.

3. The people of Sodom.

4. Pharaoh

5. Sennecherib (Isaiah 10:16).
6. Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 3:22).
7. Edom

8. Gog and Magog (Ezekiel 39:6).
9. The other heathen nations.

10. Hiram (Ezekiel 28:18).
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* The Concluding phrase says “The Lord will give the children of Israel four cups of deliverence to
drink ... This verse does not say deliverance but deliverances, thus implying two cups.”

Part 6:

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°11n777 7127 (Dibur Hamathil) ““For the righteous Lord
loves a man of righteousness (Tehillim / Psalms 11:7).”

* The XD°ND (Petihta) ““the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says ““Rabbi Judah son of Rabbi
Simon said, Every craftsman hates rivals in his craft. Not so the Holy One blessed be He, the righ-
teous Lord loves a man of righteousness.”

+ The ?Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the parable speaks of the
righteous ones, that seven companies will attend the Holy One blessed be He.

 The YW1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?W (mashal) discussing a con-
trast between the seven companies of righteous ones who attend the Lord and the seven habitations
of hell. The rabbis seem to employ symmetry for balance between heaven and hell.

» The Concluding phrase says “Behold there are seven habitations for the righteous and seven habita-
tions for the wicked, for the wicked according to their works and for the righteous according to their
works.”

While reading through Midrash Tehillim 11, part 2, 4, 5, and 6 are the most interesting to discuss. In

part two of Midrash Tehillim 11, the Midrash is introduced with the 2°inn7 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) quot-
ing the Psalmist saying ““The wicked made ready their arrow upon the string (Tehillim / Psalms 11:2).” The

homiletic introduction (NN, Petihta) begins the discussion on dibur hamathil saying “Rabbi Berechiah
taught in the name of Rabbi Abba son of Kahana, Here the wicked are Shebna and Joah, who wrote a let-
ter, inserted it into a notch in an arrow, and shot the arrow to Sennacherib through a port.” Shebna was a
man who was steward of the king’s household in Isaiah’s time and was secretary of Hezekiah. On account
of his pride he was ejected from his office, and Eliakim was promoted in his place (see Isaiah 22:15-25).
Shebna appears to have been the leader of the party who favoured an alliance with Egypt against Assyria.
It is hypothesized that “Shebna the scribe,” was one of those whom the king sent to speak with the Assyrian
ambassador (see 2 Kings 18:18, 26, 37, and 19:2, Isaiah 36:3, 36:11, 36:22, and 37:2). Joah, the son of
Asaph, was a “recorder” or chronicler to King Hezekiah (see 2 Kings 18:18, 18:26, and 18:37). The rabbis

taught in the 7Wn (mashal) “the parable,” that the wicked privately shoot at the upright in heart referring

specifically to Hezekiah and Isaiah. The ?Wn1 (Nimshal), “expansion on the parable,” speaks of the foun-
dations, “If the foundations be destroyed, what great work, O Righteous One, have You wrought?”” (Tehillim
/ Psalms 11:3). The rabbis direct the discussion to the wicked, what works of God do the wicked do in the
world? The wicked raise up against the foundation stone of the Temple in Jerusalem. The foundation stone
of the Temple is the foundation stone that the world is established upon. The foundation stone is the holiest
site in Judaism. Judaism views this place as the spiritual junction between Heaven and Earth. According
to the Sages (Talmud Bavli, Tractate Yoma 54b) it was from this rock that the world was created. This was
the first part of the Earth that had come into existence from the creation of the world. The Zohar (Vayechi
1:231) states “The world was not created until God took a stone called 7°>nw:1 J2X (Even HaShetiya) and
threw it into the depths where it was fixed from above till below, and from it the world expanded. It is the
center point of the world and on this spot stood the Holy of Holies.”” According to Judaism, this was the
site where God formed Adam and breathed life into him. This was the place where Abraham offered the
Sacrifice of His Son Isaac, the mountain is identified as Moriah in Bereshit / Genesis 22. This is also the
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place where Jacob dreamed of angels ascending and descending upon a ladder. The Mishnah (Talmud Bavli

Tractate Yoma 5:2) mentions a stone in the Holy of Holies that was called 1> N7 (HaShetiya) that was
revealed by the early prophets David and Samuel (Talmud Bavli Tractate Sotah 48b). The Zohar Vayechi
1:231, Midrash Tanchuma Acharei Chapter 3 (Etz Yosef commentary, and Maimonides, Beis HaBechirah
4:1 speak of Jewish attachment to the foundation stone describing a ““...perforated stone to which the Jews
come every year and anoint it, bewail themselves with groans, rend their garments, and then depart.” So
the foundation stone the rabbis are speaking of in Part 2 of Midrash Tehillim is a reference to the stone that
is located at the Temple mount in Jerusalem and not to that of the Torah, or to society (according to Driver,
Plummer, and Briggs) The Concluding phrase in part 2 states ““Or, if wicked men rising up against the foun-
dation pits of the altar that are more ancient than the great abyss, are to destroy them, the O Righteous One
of the world, what Great work have You wrought?” Concluding asking the question of the Lord God what
Great work has the Lord wrought? It is interesting while reading through the Apostolic writings, Yeshua
speaks a parable and then of the foundation stone in Matthew 21:28-44.

Matthew 21:28-44

21:28 ‘But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son,
go work today in the vineyard.” 21:29 ‘And he answered, ‘I will not’; but afterward he re-
gretted it and went. 21:30 ‘The man came to the second and said the same thing; and he
answered, ‘I will sir’; but he did not go. 21:31 ‘Which of the two did the will of his father?’
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, ‘Truly | say to you that the tax collectors and
prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you. 21:32 ‘For John came to you in the
way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did
believe him; and you, seeing this did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.
21:33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard and put a
wall around it and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and rented it out to vine-growers
and went on a journey. 21:34 ‘When the harvest time approached, he sent his slaves to the
vine-growers to receive his produce. 21:35 ‘The vine-growers took his slaves and beat one,
and killed another, and stoned a third. 21:36 ‘Again he sent another group of slaves larger
than the first; and they did the same thing to them. 21:37 ‘But afterward he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 21:38 ‘But when the vine-growers saw the son,
they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’
21:39 “They took him, and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 21:40 ‘Therefore
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-growers?” 21:41 They
said to Him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard
to other vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons.” 21:42 Jesus
said to them, ‘Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected,
This became the chief corner stone; This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in
our eyes’? 21:43 ‘Therefore | say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. 21:44 *‘And he who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.” (NASB)

Yeshua states in Matthew 21:42-44 speaking of the foundation stone, He says ““the stone which the builders
rejected has become the chief corner stone” and that ““he who falls upon this stone will be broken to pieces,
but whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.” In various places throughout the Scriptures, we read that
Yeshua is understood to be this foundation stone, this corner stone upon which the believers are established
(Ephesians 2:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11), Yeshua is said to be the one through whom the world was created
(Colossians 1:15-19), and is the first born of all of creation as the Word of God (John 1:1-14). According
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to the Scriptures from Isaiah 26:16, God said N3 172 128 128 19°¥2 707 *237 797 2378 MR 72 127 10
WY KD TRRET 70 79I NR° 28:16 Therefore thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, 1 am laying in Zion a
stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not
be disturbed. (NASB) and the rabbis therefore speak of this foundation stone that is believed to be estab-
lished at the Temple mount in Jerusalem. Did the rabbis and the people of the first century understand the
significance of the “foundation stone” and its place located under the Holy of Holies in the Holy Temple?
Was Yeshua using this “foundation stone” imagery in a parable and midrash to illustrate the importance of
the foundation upon which all of the world was created and its connection to the sacrificial system and to
Himself the living Word of God? Yeshua said in John 6:29 “This is God’s work: to believe in the one whom
he has sent.”” (NASB) The one God has sent is Yeshua, the one who laid his life down on our behalf, it is
upon this foundation stone, upon the sacrificial system detailed in the Torah that Yeshua establishes us to
receive the forgiveness of sins. The rabbis ask the question at the end of Part 2 in Midrash Tehillim 11 ““Or, if
wicked men rising up against the foundation pits of the altar that are more ancient than the great abyss, are
to destroy them, the O Righteous One of the world, what Great work have You wrought?”” The great work
that the Righteous God has done is to send His Word, His Son, Yeshua the Messiah into this world to save
us from our sins! What an awesome, mighty, and powerful God we serve! Hallelujah!

Midrash Tehillim Part 4 begins introducing the Psalm (the 2°mnn7 712°7, Dibur Hamathil) with
“The Lord tries the righteous (Tehillim / Psalms 11:5).”” The XNr1°N5 (Petihta) ““the homiletic introduction”
to the Midrash asks the question ““Who does the Lord try?”” The ?wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to

explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), saying “the righteous who stand firm under the trials He imposes,” and tells
a parable of the farmer with two heifers. The real question is ““why doesn’t God try the wicked?”” It seems
that the wicked are reserved for judgement, for that great day when all men will stand before the Lord. The
reason the wicked are not tried, according to Rabbi Jose, is because the wicked cannot stand firm under the

Lord’s trials, this is connected to the 9w (mashal) of which heifer the farmer will try first. The wicked are
like the heifer who is not able to plow. Like the good heifer, our purpose in life is to bring glory to the Lord

God Almighty. David said :3°19 37732 I 2% DIPTX M7 P°7%-"3 7 11:7 For the Lord is righteous, He

loves righteousness; The upright will behold His face. (NASB) We are to live for righteousness and justice.
This is the way of the Lord. The judgment of the wicked comes because of the righteousness and justice
of God. If we live our lives according to God’s ways, according to His justice, if we do good to those who
persecute us and pray for those who do evil to us, then we are truly the sons of our Father in Heaven. Liv-
ing in righteousness and justice, we will be heifers who are able to plow, who are able to take the yoke of
God’s kingdom upon our necks and produced a great amount of fruit for His Glory. The trials of God are to
refine us, to make us and mold us into His image. Therefore, “The Lord tries the righteous, but the wicked
and him that loves violence His soul hates (Tehillim / Psalms 11:5), the wicked is Ishmael, and him who
loves violence is Esau, of whom God said, but Esau | hated (Malachi 1:3).”” Both Ishmael and Esau hated
their inheritances and the covenant of God. Both took of from the detestable peoples of the land of Canaan,
taking of their gods, their ways, their daughters, etc. As children of the Most High God we live our lives
according to God’s ways, and He is glorified. It is only with His help, in His Son Yeshua the Messiah that
we are able to live our lives wholly devoted to Him. Ask the Lord right now to help you to live according
to His will and purpose for your life!

Midrash Tehillim Part 5 is introduced with the Dibur Hamathil (?°107:7 712°7) “Upon the wicked
He will rain Pakhim (Tehillim / Psalms 11:6).” This midrash speaks of judgment by fire. The homiletic in-

troduction (XNM°ND, Petihta) says “That is, quick burning coals, as in the phrase as quick burning coals are
to live coals, and wood so fire (Mishley / Proverbs 26:21).”” The Lord will rain down fire upon the enemy.

“The Holy One blessed be He, said, whosoever exalts himself in pride will finally be punished in fire.”” (78
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WRA N2 1910 A%V 39V RITW o 95 172p0) The Pwnl (Nimshal) expands upon the ?Wn (mashal, par-
able) and provides examples of those who are prideful and perish in fire in the judgment of God. Let’s look
at the examples that are given in the Midrash on those who perish in fire.

The generation of the flood

When Noah was four hundred and eighty years old, studying the genealogy in the Torah, all the
righteous sons of men were dead, except Methuselah and Noah himself. The Lord, having looked at the
wickedness of mankind declared that He was grieved for having made man because their minds and hearts
was only evil continually (6:5). The Lord God told Noah that one hundred and twenty years would be given
to men for repentance; if in that time they had not mended their evil ways, the earth would be destroyed by
a great flood.
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Bereshit / Genesis 6:1-7

6:1 Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters
were born to them, 6:2 that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful;
and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. 6:3 Then the Lord said, ‘My Spirit
shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one
hundred and twenty years.” 6:4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also after-
ward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them.
Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown. 6:5 Then the Lord saw that the
wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually. 6:6 The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and
He was grieved in His heart. 6:7 The Lord said, ‘I will blot out man whom | have created
from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for
I am sorry that | have made them.” (NASB)

It is interesting here in the Scriptural account that the wicked people of this generation, they were prideful
but the Torah does not say they perished by fire; that wicked generation perished by water. Midrash Tehillim
says ““as were the people of the generation of the flood, for it is said What time they are cut off, they vanish, in the
fire thereof they are consumed out of their place (Job 6:17)” the rabbinic interpretation of the generation of the flood
is drawing in parallel with a consuming fire. The people of the generation of the flood were cut off, when the Lord’s
judgment comes, the wicked will vanish off of the face of the earth and will be no more as if they are consumed out
of their place in the fire.

The tower of Babel

In Bereshit / Genesis 11:1-9 we read the story of the building of a city and the Tower of Babel. Fol-
lowing the flood event, all of mankind spoke the same language, and formed one community. This com-
munity or clan settled permanently in the land of Shinar, not far from the Euphrates river. Here they built a
city and a tower of brick and mortar, the purpose of the city and tower was to prevent their scattering abroad
and losing their unity. In addition to this, they declared in pride that they will make a great city and a great
tower that would reach into heaven and there they could declare a name for themselves.
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Bereshit / Genesis 11:1-9

11:1 Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words. 11:2 It came about
as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 11:3
They said to one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly.” And they
used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar. 11:4 They said, ‘Come, let us build for
ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves
a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.” 11:5 The
Lord came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. 11:6 The Lord
said, ‘Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they
began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them. 11:7
‘Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will not understand
one another’s speech.” 11:8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of the
whole earth; and they stopped building the city. 11:9 Therefore its name was called Babel,
because there the Lord confused the language of the whole earth; and from there the Lord
scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth. (NASB)

Studying this short exert of Scripture, we learn that these people did not perish by fire. The Midrash states
““the people of the Tower of Babel were punished in fire, for it is said And their abundance the fire has consumed (Job
22:20)” that it was their abundance, their possessions, their city, and their tower that perished from the face of the
earth because of their pride. We must take care not to be prideful in our possessions and blessings in which God has
poured out upon us. Taking pride in our possessions will cause the Lord to take those things from us for the purpose
of humbling and repentance. If we are not careful, what we have may disappear as if it has been consumed in the fire.

The people of Sodom

In Parashat Va’era (Bereshit / Genesis 18:1-22:24), God had announced to Abraham His determina-
tion to destroy the wicked cities of the valley, but promised Abraham to spare Sodom if as few as ten of its
inhabitants should be found righteous. There however, failed to be even ten righteous in Sodom, and the
Lord rained fire and brimstone upon the entire valley destroying Sodom, Gomorrah, and the other wicked
cities in the valley.
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Bereshit / Genesis 19:22-29

19:22 “Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do anything until you arrive there.” Therefore the
name of the town was called Zoar. 19:23 The sun had risen over the earth when Lot came to
Zoar. 19:24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord
out of heaven, 19:25 and He overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants
of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 19:26 But his wife, from behind him, looked back,
and she became a pillar of salt. 19:27 Now Abraham arose early in the morning and went to
the place where he had stood before the Lord; 19:28 and he looked down toward Sodom and
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the valley, and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the
land ascended like the smoke of a furnace. 19:29 Thus it came about, when God destroyed
the cities of the valley, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the
overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot lived. (NASB)

The biblical account of Sodom and Gomorrah reveal that because of these cities wickedness and pride God
rained fire down from heaven destroying the places and wiping them off the face of the earth. These people
perished from the face of the earth because of their sin; the wicked vanished off of the face of the earth and were
no more literally being consumed out of their place in the fire.

Midrash Tehillim 11, Part 5 continues giving men and nations as examples of being destroyed by
fire (i) Pharaoh (Shemot / Exodus), (ii) Sennecherib (Isaiah 10:16), (iii) Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 3:22), (iv)
Edom (descendents of Esau, Bereshit / Genesis), (v) Gog and Magog (Ezekiel 39:6), (vi) Hiram (Ezekiel
28:18), and the other nations. Note that Sennacherib was the son of Sargon the 2™, whom he succeeded on
the throne of Assyria in 705 — 681 BC. The Biblical account of Sennacherib’s siege of Jerusalem begins
with the destruction of the Northern Kingdom of Israel and its capital Samaria. According to the Hebrew
Bible, the ten northern tribes came to be known as the Ten Lost Tribes, because as recorded in 2 Kings 17,
they were carried off and assimilated into the people of Assyria. 2 Kings 18-19 (see also 2 Chronicles 32:1-
23) details Sennacherib’s attack on Judah and Jerusalem. Hezekiah had rebelled against the Assyrians and
so they captured all of the towns in Judah. Hezekiah realized his error and sent great tribute to Sennacherib.
But the Assyrians nevertheless marched toward Jerusalem. Sennacherib sent his commander with an army
to besiege Jerusalem while he himself went to fight with the Egyptians. The supreme commander met with
Hezekiah’s officials and threatened them to surrender; while hailing insults so the people of the city could
hear, blaspheming Judah and particularly the Lord God Almighty. When King Hezekiah heard of this, he
tore his clothes and prayed to the Lord in the Holy Temple. Isaiah the prophet told the king that the Lord
would defeat the Assyrian army. That night, the Angel of the Lord killed 185,000 Assyrian troops. Jewish
tradition maintains that the angel Gabriel (along with Michael in the Targumim) was the angel sent to de-
stroy the Assyrian troops, and that the destruction occurred on Passover night. Sennacherib then returned to
Nineveh in disgrace. Some years later, while Sennacherib was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch,
two of his sons killed him and fled to Armenia. Scholars suggest that Tehillim / Psalm 46 was composed as
a Song of Deliverance that was led by Levite singers and accompanied by the Alamoth (maidens with tam-
bourines) and sung by the inhabitants of Jerusalem after their successful defense of the city from the siege.
And so in the biblical account on Sannecherib, he was not destroyed by fire. The Midrash states “for it is said
And under his magnificence He will kindle a burning like the burning of a fire (Isaiah 10:16). The phrase under his
magnificence shows that God consumed Sennacherib with fire from within, but left the magnificence of his outer ap-
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parel unburnt because Sennacherib belonged to the family of Shem, as it is said The sons of Shem, Elam, and Asshur
(Bereshit / Genesis 10:22), and so, to, was Sisera, for it is said They fought from heaven, the stars which are fire fought
in their paths against Sisera (Judges 5:20),”” the consuming fire according to the rabbis was that Sennacherib was
consumed with fire from within. The Lord burned in the heart of Sennacherib and he was defeated, the Lord come to
the rescue of His people, and save them from destruction.

In Midrash Tehillim 11, Part 5 we also read of Hiram. According to the Tanach, Hiram was one of
the sons of Bela (see 1 Chronicles 8:5) and also “Huram” and “Horam,” king of Tyre. He entered into an
alliance with David, and assisted him in building his palace by sending him able workmen, and also gave
cedar-trees and fir-trees from Lebanon (2 Samuel 5:11 and 1 Chronicles 14:1). After the death of David he
entered into a similar alliance with Solomon, and assisted him greatly in building the temple (1 Kings 5:1,
9:11, and 2 Chronicles 2:3). He also took part in Solomon’s traffic to the Eastern Seas (1 Kings 9:27, 10:11,
2 Chronicles 8:18, and 9:10). He cast the brazen works for Solomon’s temple in clay beds in the valley of

Jordan, between Succoth and Zarthan. Here in the Midrash the Rabbis quote from Ezekiel 28:18, 277
‘By the multitude of your iniquities, In the unrighteousness of your trade You profaned your sanctuaries.
Therefore | have brought fire from the midst of you; It has consumed you, And | have turned you to ashes on
the earth In the eyes of all who see you. (NASB) The Lord provides his deliverances by fire, consuming in
the hearts of men, in their possessions, and in all of who they are causing the wicked to perish from the face
of the earth. Before we placed our faith in Yeshua the Messiah, we lived in wickedness, in sin. The Lord, in
the cleansing blood of the Messiah, redeemed us, transformed us, makes us new creatures, and new creation,
and the former self, the works of the flesh, sin, unrighteousness, all of those things that were related to the
former life of wickedness have perished from the face of this earth. Just as it says in Hebrews 8:12, 261t
\ewg Eoopat Talg ddikialg adT®OV, Kal TOV ApapTi®V adT®@V 00 ui uvnobd €t 8:12 “For | will be merciful to
their iniquities, And I will remember their sins no more.” (NASB) The Midrash concludes saying “The Lord
will give the children of Israel four cups of deliverance to drink ... This verse does not say deliverance but
deliverances, thus implying two cups.” The Lord indeed will give His children deliverance, the Scriptures
reveal the great deliverance God has provided to all peoples, His only Son Yeshua the Messiah.

Midrash Tehillim 11, Part 6 is introduced (the 2°1nN»77 712°7, Dibur Hamathil) with the verse*“For
the righteous Lord loves a man of righteousness (Tehillim / Psalms 11:7).” “Rabbi Judah son of Rabbi
Simon said, Every craftsman hates rivals in his craft. Not so the Holy One blessed be He, the righteous
Lord loves a man of righteousness.” In this midrash, the rabbis speak of the righteous ones and that seven

companies will attend the Holy One blessed be He. The ?wn1 (Nimshal) expands upon the 9w (mashal,
parable) discussing a contrast between the seven companies of the righteous ones who attend the Lord and
the seven habitations of hell. The rabbis seem to employ symmetry for balance between heaven and hell.

The first company of the upright will dwell in the presence of the King and behold the face
of the King, for it is said The upright will dwell in Your presence (Tehillim / Psalms 140:14),
and also the upright will behold His face (Tehillim / Psalms 11:7). The second company will
dwell in the house of the King, for it is said Who will ascend into the mountain of the Lord?
(Tehillim / Psalms 24:3). The fourth company will dwell in the court of the King, for it is
said Happy is the man whom You choose, and bring near, that he may dwell in Your courts
(Tehillim / Psalms 65:5). The fifth company will sojourn in the tent of the King, for it is said
Lord, who will sojourn in Your tent? (Tehillim / Psalms 15:1). The fifth company will sojourn
in the tent of the King, for it is said Who will dwell upon Your holy mountain? (Tehillim /
Psalms 24:3). Thus each company will have a dwelling place of its own in the Garden of
Eden. (Midrash Tehillim 11, Part 6)
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Over against the righteous, the wicked will have seven habitations in Gehenna (Hell). The book ““Jewish
Views of the Afterlife”” by Simcha Paull Raphael, pg. 141, states in the apocryphal literature both Sheol and
Gehenna appear interchangeable, in the rabbinic literature Gehenna is the term used most frequently to
describe the afterlife realm of punitive retribution. In midrash Tehillim 11, Part 6, similarly to the Talmud
Bavli, Tractate Erubin, Rabbi Joshua son of Levi lists seven of the original names of Gehenna each of which

is based upon a biblical passage. Sheol (?I8W, nether-world, Jonah 2:2), Abaddon (1172X, Destruction,
Tehillim / Psalms 88:12), Tselmavet (M27%, shadow of death, Tehillim / Psalms 107:10), Erets Takhtit (YR
n°nnn, Underworld, Talmud Bavli, tractate Erubin 19a), Erets Nesiya (;7°@1 17X, realm of forgetfulness),

Gehinnom (D177°)), and Dumabh (77217, realm of silence, Midrash Tehillim 11, Part 6). Note that these seven
names are not fixed, other names used are Beer Shakhat (Corruption, Tehillim / Psalms 16:10), Bor Shaon
(Horrible Pit) or Tit HaYaven (Miry Clay, Tehillim / Psalms 40:3). The tradition on Gehenna states that the
seven different names come to represent seven different regions within Gehenna, to which the wicked are
judiciously dispatched. ““Behold! There are seven habitations for the wicked ... according to their works
... (Midrash Tehillim 11, Part 6).

The synoptic gospels uses the word “Gehenna” eleven times to describe life reserved for those who
are not in the Kingdom of God (Mark 9:43-48). Gehenna is a place where both the soul and the body are
destroyed (Matthew 10:28) in “unquenchable fire”” (Mark 9:43). Gehenna is also mentioned in the Epistle
of James 3:6, (kal 1| Y\@ooa mdp, 6 kdopog ti¢ adwkiag, 1 Y\@ooa kabiotatat &v Toig uéAeoy LDV, 1)
omhodoa 6Aov 1o owpa kal royifovoa TOV TpoxOV TiiG yevéoews Kai @hoylopévn vio TAG yeévvng, 3:6
And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles
the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. NASB) It is said that Hell
(Gehenna yeévvng) sets the tongue on fire, and the tongue in turn sets on fire the entire “course” of life. The
following are a list of references on Gehenna from the Apostolic Gospels.

List of references is as follows:

* Matthew 5:22: ““....whoever shall say, ““You fool,”” shall be guilty enough to go into the,
‘Gehenna.’”

» Matthew 5:29: *“....it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your
whole body to be thrown into, ‘Gehenna.””

» Matthew 5:30: ““....better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your
whole body to go into, ‘Gehenna.””

e Matthew 10:28: ““....rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in, ‘Gehen-
na.’”

» Matthew 18:9: “It is better for you to enter life with one eye, than with two eyes to be thrown
into the, ‘Gehenna.””

» Matthew 23:15: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you... make one
proselyte...twice as much a child of ‘Gehenna’ as yourselves.”

» Matthew 23:33: to the Pharisees, “You serpents, you brood of vipers, how shall you to es-
cape the sentence of, ‘Gehenna’?”’

» Mark 9:43: “Itis better for you to enter life crippled, than having your two hands, to go into,
‘Gehenna,’ into the unquenchable fire.”

» Mark 9:45: “It is better for you to enter life lame, than having your two feet, to be cast into,
‘Gehenna.’”

» Mark 9:47: “It is better for you to enter the Kingdom of God with one eye, than having two
eyes, to be cast into, ‘Gehenna.””

* Luke 12:5: ““....fear the One who, after He has killed has authority to cast into, ‘Gehenna;’
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yes, | tell you, fear Him.”

The meaning and concept of Gehenna come from the Tanach, and it is specifically from Isaiah 66:23-24
that we learn of Gehenna’s future role for the wicked. The book of Isaiah closes with words on the eternal
punishment of the wicked. Yeshua used this text on the eternal punishment of the wicked and identifies
Gehenna as the place of suffering in Matthew, Mark, and Luke.
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Isaiah 66:23-24

66:23 ‘And it shall be from new moon to new moon And from sabbath to sabbath, All mankind
will come to bow down before Me,’ says the Lord. 66:24 ‘Then they will go forth and look
On the corpses of the men Who have transgressed against Me. For their worm will not die
And their fire will not be quenched; And they will be an abhorrence to all mankind.” (NASB)

Here, Isaiah 66:23-24 is clear, in the era of Israel’s restoration, on the “‘judging of Gehenna” will Be Insti-
tuted (Matthew 23:33 “You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?) In this
time the representatives of the nations who will come to Jerusalem, will go forth and see the corpses of the
mortals who transgressed the Torah in such a way so as to be subjected to death. Based on Isaiah it may be
surmised that the bodies of the wicked will remain unburied, worms will prey upon the corrupting flesh, and
fires will always be burning. Mentioned earlier, “Gehenna” appears in the Greek Scriptures twelve times,
and Yeshua explicitly identifies Gehenna with Isaiah 66:23-24 by speaking of it as the place of ““unextin-
guished fire, where their worm is not deceasing and the fire is not going out” (Mark 9:46). All whose bodies
are destroyed in Gehenna will be raised to be judged at the great white throne, and go into the lake of fire.
Gehenna is the capital punishment of the kingdom of God where in Matthew 10:28 Yeshua declares “And
do not fear those who are killing the body, yet are not able to kill the soul. Yet be fearing Him, rather, Who
is able to destroy the soul as well as the body in Gehenna.”

In Parashat Beshalach, Moshe’s response to the people being afraid of the approaching Egyptian
army at the Red Sea was 027 T@I-I¢R 71 DYIL-NR IR 12XD7 IRD-8 QY-8 OWH MR »
:0%1v-7Y 7Y 0nRI? 1N KD 037 0%7R-N8 20°RD WK °3 017 14:13 But Moses said to the people, ‘Do
not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyp-
tians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever. (NASB) Also, in Tehillim / Psalms
50:23, we read Q2K V¥ AR 777 oY) "33722) A7IA 02T 30 50:23 ‘He who offers a sacrifice of
thanksgiving honors Me; And to him who orders his way aright I shall show the salvation of God.” (NASB)
The Scriptures explain to us why it is important to believe in the Lord and His Salvation. The Lord God
Almighty sent His Salvation into this world, to save us from sin and the punishment for sin. Yeshua taught
His disciples saying *"EAeyev odv 6 Incodg mpog tovg memotevkdtag avtd Tovdaiovg, Eav Delg peivnte év
O AOyw @ ud, aAn0Bdg pabnrai pot éote, 32kal yvwoeobe v aAndetay, kal 1) aAnBeia ElevBepwoet DpAG.
“If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free”” (John 8:31-32). We who abide in the Word of God, abide in Yeshua, abide in the truth
of the Word, abide in righteousness and justice, the Lord will enable us to not walk in sin and unrighteous-
ness. The Lord will set us free from sin to serve Yeshua, free to be His true disciples, free to accomplish
the work He has given us to do. We must commit ourselves to the Lord and to the disciplined study and
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application of the inspired Scriptures. Studying the Scriptures, we know that we must place our faith in the
Yeshua, God’s Messiah, the living Word of God. This is not simply fire insurance to get out of Gehenna, this
is about having a relationship with the Lord. “Is God walking and has God established his dwelling place
in your life so that Vayikra / Leviticus 26:12 (Qy% °7-m° ) 1287 07 °n>d)) has been fulfilled?” If
your answer is not an emphatic “YES” invite the Lord God Almighty into your heart in the Name of Yeshua
the Messiah. Come let us pray together.

Heavenly Father,

The Scriptures are clear showing us how faith in You and in Your Messiah Yeshua brings about
change in our lives. The Scriptures say that the wicked pursue the poor and afflicted, just like the Saul did
before he met Yeshua on the road to Damascus. I ask Lord that You would meet us right here, right now,
change everything about our lives that does not bring glory to Your Name. Thank You for Your mercy You
show us each day. Lord, help us to search out and destroy the wickedness that may be hidden somewhere in
our lives. In Your Son, we have the hope of eternal life. Please write Your Holy Word in our hearts so that
we never forget the hope that we have in You and in the blood of Yeshua. Thank You Lord for the words of
this Psalm from David’s life. Help us to trust in Yeshua and the work that He did upon the cross to make
atonement for our sins. As we continue to live and dedicated our lives to You, help us to walk in righteous-
ness and justice and help us to walk in freedom from sin. Fill us with Your presence Lord and thank You for
revealing these truths to our hearts. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory,
and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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