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Walking in the counsel of God

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms chapter 1. The first chapter of the book of Psalms serves
as a preface to the entire collection of the five books of the Psalms. The author of this Psalm is speaking
of the true blessedness of the righteous man and approaches the blessedness of the righteous by stating in
a negative perspective what a righteous man will not do. 7721 QYW NXY2 777 K7 WK URI-IWR K
1:1 :2Y X9 0°%% 2win23 Ty XY 0XW0 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the
wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! (NASB) The Psalm examines the
contrast of the peaceful way of the righteous with the desperation of the wicked. The righteous man does
not allow himself to be influenced by the unrighteous and instead delights in spending time meditating upon
the Word of God (the Torah) day and night. The blessedness of the righteous is analogized with the health-
iness and fruitfulness of a tree that is nourished by rivers of water and whatever the righteous man puts his
hand to he prospers (7ehillim / Psalms 1:3). The wicked on the other hand are not blessed. They are like
chaff driven by the wind. In judgment they will not stand and though they may be in the midst of the con-
gregation of the righteous they will not be blessed (7ehillim / Psalms 1:4-5). The Psalm concludes with a
contrast between the two paths a man chooses to take, (i) the way of the righteous is known by God and is
blessed and provided for and (ii) the way of the ungodly is destruction. In this week’s study we will look

at the meaning of the blessedness of the man (°XJ-WX) that walks in righteousness and Yeshua’s words
in Mathew 5:1-12. What is this blessedness that Yeshua referring to when he said “Blessed are the poor
in spirit, Blessed are those who mourn, Blessed are the gentle, Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, Blessed are the merciful, Blessed are the pure in heart, Blessed are the peacemakers, Blessed
are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, and Blessed are you when people insult
you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me?” How can we under-
stand the blessedness of these things according to the writings of the Tanach (Torah, Neviim, and Ketuvim).
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Tehillim / Psalms 1

1:1 How blessed is the man who does not
walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor
stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the
seat of scoffers! 1:2 But his delight is
in the law of the Lord, And in His law
he meditates day and night. 1:3 He will
be like a tree firmly planted by streams
of water, Which yields its fruit in its sea-
son And its leaf does not wither; And in
whatever he does, he prospers. 1:4 The
wicked are not so, But they are like chaff
which the wind drives away. 1:5 There-
fore the wicked will not stand in the
judgment, Nor sinners in the assembly of
the righteous. 1:6 For the Lord knows
the way of the righteous, But the way of
the wicked will perish. (NASB)
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Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 1

1. Happy the man who has not walked
in the council of the wicked, or stood
in the paths of sinners, or taken a seat
in the band of mockers. 2. Instead his
pleasure is in the law of the Lord, and in
his Torah he meditates day and night. 3.
And he will be like a living tree planted
by streams of water, whose fruit ripens
in due course, and its leaves do not fall,
and all its branches that grow ripen and
flourish. 4. Not so the wicked; instead,
they are like the chaff that the storm-
wind will drive. 5. Therefore the wicked
will not be acquitted in the great day,
nor sinners in the band of the righteous,
6. Because the path of the righteous is
manifest in the Lord’s presence, but the
paths of the wicked will perish. (EMC)
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Tehillim / Psalms Chapter 1

1 Blessed is the man who has not walked
in the counsel of the ungodly, and has
not stood in the way of sinners, and has
not sat in the seat of evil men. 2 But his
pleasure is in the law of the Lord; and in
his law will he meditate day and night. 3
And he shall be as a tree planted by the
brooks of waters, which shall yield its
fruit in its season, and its leaf shall not
fall off; and whatsoever he shall do shall
be prospered. 4 Not so the ungodly;
—not so: but rather as the chaff which
the wind scatters away from the face of
the earth. 5 Therefore the ungodly shall
not rise in judgment, nor sinners in the
counsel of the just. 6 For the Lord knows
the way of the righteous; but the way of
the ungodly shall perish.

We begin the study by looking at two translations of the Hebrew text, the Targum Pseudo Jonathan
(Aramaic translation) and the Septuagint (LXX, Greek translation). Reading through these translations on
Tehillim / Psalms 1 the first thing that immediately catches one’s attention is the translation in English that
show a contrast between the “Happy, good” (711210 71°210) man in Targum Pseudo Jonathan and the “bless-
ed” ("R, poxaptog) man in the Septuagint. Looking at the word for blessing, the English language leaves
us asking questions about what it means to be blessed, what kind of blessing is this man receiving who does
not walk in the counsel of the wicked, or stand in the path of sinners, or sits in the seat of scoffers? Let’s dig
a little deeper into the meaning of the word for blessing according to the Hebrew Scriptures.

In the Hebrew bible, there are two words that are used to describe blessing, the word 7172 (baruch)
and "X (ashrei). In the Torah, the language of “blessing” is given by the Hebrew word 7172 (baruch)
“to bless.” The word 7172 (baruch) is derived from the root word 772 meaning “to kneel.” The word 7172
provides us with the Hebraic way of showing to bless someone is to kneel down and serve the one who is

being blessed. How appropriately is God’s use of this word to express to us the way in which He would
bless all the peoples of this earth in the seed of Abraham by His Son who would come as a prophet, priest,

and king in the role of a servant. The servant nature of 7172 is important to keep in mind while we ask the
question what it means to be a blessing and to be blessed by God according to the Torah?
What does it mean to be blessed according to the Scriptures of the Hebrew Bible? Studying the He-
brew Scriptures, there are two ways for understanding a blessing, (i) to be a blessing to others and
2 (i1) to receive a blessing from someone and thereby being “blessed.” In other words, one is either
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the source of the blessing or the receiver of the blessing. The most common word for blessing is written

as 7172 meaning “to bless” and this word is used extensively in Parashat Lech Lecha (Bereshit / Genesis
12:1-17:27) where the Lord God calls on Abraham to go out from his land from his father’s house, and from

his people (72:3 T¥IN WY PINT-28 TR 17201 0T TLIRD Tp-77 DIR-28 7177 MX) to a land
that He will show him. The Lord promises to bless Abraham and make him into a great nation (137 JWYX)
9373) and that those who bless him the Lord will bless, and those who curse him the Lord will curse (-127281
IR 779211 7°272%). In the Torah, there are six other places where God reaffirms (confirms) His covenant

with Abraham using the language of “blessing” (7172), these are found in Bereshit / Genesis 15:18-21, 17:1-
8, 18:18, 22:18, 26:4, and 28:14. Comparing these texts with Bereshit / Genesis 12:3 it is interesting to note
that there are minor differences in the words used to make the covenant blessing of Abraham’s seed.
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In Bereshit / Genesis 12:3 it states that “in you all the families (NN2WNM) of the earth shall be blessed,”
whereas in Bereshit / Genesis 18:18 it says “and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed.”” (-13721)
TIXT 233 93 92) The Targum Onkelos says “all the peoples of the earth will be blessed” (7°2°72 1137207
RYIR 00y 99). Bereshit 22:18 says “and in your descendants (Q18Y\) all the nations of the earth will
be blessed.” Bereshit 26:4 states “by your seed (q¥713) all the nations of the earth shall be blessed and
Bereshit 28:14 states that “in you (72) shall all the families (NTBWR) of the earth be blessed, even in your
seed (7YTIY).” What is the significance of the change in wording from NNaWM (families), to 13 (nations)
in Hebrew, and "»nY (people) in Aramaic? The covenantal promise to Abraham and the reaffirmation of the
covenant reveals to us conclusively that all of the people of the earth, all the nations, all families, whether
Jewish or non-Jewish are included in this promise that God is going to bless the peoples of this earth in and

through Abraham and his seed. Examining these verses in Bereshit / Genesis 15:17-18, 18:18, 22:18, and
28:14 more closely, it is interesting that the Hebrew verb patterns found within these covenant blessings

reveal to us how God is going to bless all the nations of the earth. Looking at the word for blessing (772) it
is interesting to observe that we find the word 772 alternating between the Niphal (?¥93) and Hiphil
(7°¥917) verb patterns. The Niphal verb is a simple passive or reflexive verbal stem used to express 3
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simple action with either a passive or reflexive voice. In other words, whatever a verb means in the Qal
stem, it becomes passive or reflexive in the Niphal stem. The Hiphil stem is causative/active voice used to
express causative action in an active voice. For example, 797 means “he was king” or “he reigned” in the
Qal stem whereas the Hiphil form is written %7177 and means “he caused to reign” or “he made someone
king.” In the Hebrew text we find that blessing (772) is written in the Niphal stem in Bereshit / Genesis
12:3310721), and Bereshit 18:18 12721), and changes to the Hiphil stem in Bereshit 22:18 127207, and
Bereshit 26:4 1272017, and switches back to the Niphal stem in Bereshit 28:14 10721). In these verses, the
JPS translation takes the Niphal to conform to the Hiphil while the KJV and NASB make the Hiphil conform
to the Niphal and translate all the five passages as passive. The NIV takes the Niphal to be passive and the
Hiphil to be reflexive translating the phrase as passive 3 times and reflexive 2 times.” The Targum Onkelos
takes the Niphal in Bereshit 12:3 as passive as does the LXX, Latin Vulgate, and Samaritan Pentateuch.
The importance on understanding these differences in the verbal forms is related to interpretation of these
scriptures in light of the kind of blessing God is going to give unto the nations. Studying the different ver-

bal forms of 772 (blessing) in these verses, we find a greater number of Niphal occurrences (three) than the
Hiphil (two) indicating that God will bless the nations (Niphal) or cause the nations to be blessed (Hiphil)
in this seed of Abraham. So these verses of the covenantal blessing are to be interpreted as the nations of
the earth will “be blessed” and not to mean that the nations would “bless themselves” or “evoke a blessing
in Abraham's name.” The understanding these passages is dependent upon the nature of the covenant that
God is making with Abraham and his children. In the seed of Abraham the Lord would bring His Messiah
and in His Messiah God would cause all the nations of the earth to be blessed. These verses indicate that it
is through this seed of Abraham that the blessing will pass to all the nations of the earth. It is in the way of

servant blessing the Lord God will 7172 (baruch) “bless ™ all the nations by the giving His son the Messiah.

The meaning of blessing in the word 7172 (baruch) “fo bless” is that of love and that of a servant heart.
Therefore, when we are being a blessing to the Lord we are to serve Him with all of heart, mind, and soul
(Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:4-12). 1t is interesting however, that this is not the type of blessing that Yeshua
was referring too in Matthew 5:1-12.

The scripture verses we are looking at this week say D°¥¢/ N¥Y2 7727 K2 WK URT-WR “How
blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked” in Tehillim / Psalms 1:1 utilizes the
Hebrew word "WX. The word *WX is derived from the root word WX meaning “happy one” according to

the BDB lexicon. Performing a word search on the word WX this word occurs 40 times in the Tanach, 2
times in / Kings, 2 times in Isaiah, 28 times in Psalms, 4 times in Proverbs, 2 times in Job, once in Daniel,

and once in 2 Chronicles. It is interesting to note that the word WX is not used in the text of the Torah

and is never used of God. The use of this word (*¥R), according to the Scriptures, appears to be related to
the goodness of God as a result of how one lives. For example, living for the Lord and not in the counsel
of the wicked or in the path of sinners, or in the seat of scoffers such a man is blessed by not doing these

things. The Aramaic translation (Targum Pseudo Jonathan) says 727 >71210 7°2W0 “good is the man,” it

is interesting that the word 210 is used for translation meaning “good,” hence the English translation “good
is the man.” Also note that this word is repeated for emphasis and the second word is written in the plural
construct form to indicate that this man is good in the sense of calling someone blessed, that goodness has

been given unto him. Sokoloft’s dictionary of Jewish Palestinian Aramaic states that the word 210 is a ref-
erence to the “best thing, goodness,” “the choice product” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 6.11), it is also used
as a reference to “separation of the choice part from it” referring to the best parts of the Korban (sacrifice)
that was given to God upon the altar (Bamidbar / Numbers 18:30, Vayikra / Leviticus 2:2, 16, 6:8), the “best

dew and rain” (Bereshit / Genesis 49:25), “the best wheat and wine” (Bamidbar / Numbers 18:12,
4 Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:11, 32:14, 33:13), and “the best produce of the land” (Bereshit / Genesis
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27:28,43:11, 45:18). The blessing of goodness as it is used according to the Aramaic Scriptures, such a man
who has the goodness of God is happy. For example, “Happy am I for my portion in this world, happy is
the villager whose king is his wedding attendant, happy is he who has gold in his house or in his caravan”
(Bavli Yoma 41d). The Greek translation Septuagint (LXX) uses the word pakdpliog meaning “blessed,
happy” is in agreement with the Aramaic translation of the Hebrew text.

Studying the blessedness of the man (¥ X7-"1WR) that walks in righteousness from Tehillim / Psalms
1, it is interesting that Yeshua’s words in Mathew 5:1-12, while teaching on the mount of olives, Yeshua used

the same word *WX meaning “happy one” while referring to those who are poor in spirit, who mourn, who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, who are merciful and pure in heart, who are peacemakers, and who are

persecuted for his sake. What is this blessedness ("IX) that Yeshua is referring too, was he thinking on
Tehillim / Psalms 1?7 Bellow is a summary of the sermon on the mount from Matthew 5:1-11.

Summary of Matthew 5

1. The Blessedness / Goodness (Beatitudes, Matthew 5:1-11)
a. Maxdpiot oi mtwyol T@® mvedpaty, OTt adTd®V €Tty 1) Pactheio TOV oOpavdv. 5:3 Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (NASB)
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b. paxdapiot ol tevBodvteg, Ot avtol mapakAnOnioovtat. 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted. (NASB)

A1 O 0D 09I N

C. pakdapot oi mpaeig, 6Tl adTol kKAnpovoproovoty Ty yiv. 5:5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall
inherit the earth. (NASB)
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d. pakdaprot ol metv@vTeG Kal SuydvTeG TNV Sikatoovvny, 6t adtol xoptacOnioovtal 5:6 Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. (NASB)

VAW’ 077 90 APTRY DORNYT 222V W

e. paxdaplot oi é\efjuoveg, 0Tt avtol éAendnoovtat. 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall re-
ceive mercy. (NASB)

077 07 %0 D1 IWR

f. paxdaprot oi kaBapot Tij kapdiq, 6Tt avtol Tov Oeov dyovtat. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God. (NASB)
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g. paxdpiot oi eipnvomotol, Tt avtol vioi Beod kKAnOnoovtat. 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they shall be called sons of God. (NASB)

ARTPY DOT9R 91290 D19 DT W

h. pakaprot oi dediwypévol évekev Sikaoovvng, 6Tt adT@V 0Ty 1} Pactieia TOV odpavdv. 5:10
Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 5
kingdom of heaven. (NASB)
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i. pakaproi éote 6tav oveldiowoy Vpag kal SwEwowv kai einwowy mav movnpov kad vudv
[vevdopevol] évexkev éuod: 5:11 Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. (NASB)
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This section of Scripture from Matthew 5:1-12 become known as the “beatitudes” (blessing, bliss,
absolute happiness) as a result of the repeated use of the word “blessed” (noxapiog, makarios), which re-

flects the Hebrew word WX (ashrei). This way of speaking is found throughout Tehillim / Psalms and
Mishley / Proverbs (see Tehillim / Psalms 1:1, 2:12, 32:1-2, 33:12, 34:8, 40:4, 41:1, 65:4, 84:4-5,12, 89:15,
94:12, 106:3, 112:1, 119:1-2, 127:5, 128:1, 137:8-9, 144:15, 146:5, Mishley / Proverbs 3:13, 8:34, and
28:14). Studying Matthew [-4 we learn that Matthew has laid out his Gospel beginning with the genealogy
of Yeshua and then followed by the testimony given by John the baptizer where John says that Yeshua is
the one who comes that was spoken of by Moshe, the promised Messiah who would “baptize with the Holy
Spirit and fire.” Yeshua is presented in Matthew’s Gospel in chapters 1-4 as the Son of God and as the One
in whom the Father is pleased. Following having informed the reader about who Yeshua is, Matthew then
writes the sermon on the mount. It is only after we are aware of who Yeshua is that we are able to listen
to and hear his words as he spoke to the people while sitting on the mount. Note that the frequency of the

word WX (ashrei) used in the Scriptures is very high in Tehillim / Psalms and Mishley / Proverbs. The

Psalms and Proverbs contain many life application scriptures. This blessedness cpiasm

that Yeshua is speaking of, is it related to life application? chiasmus (from the
If we consider that Yeshua is thinking on the Psalms, these nine sayings chiazo, "to shape like the

Yeshua gives us (beatitudes) might be laid out in a chiastic structure similar to the letter X") is the figure of

way many of the Psalms are laid out. If Yeshua was laying out these sayings in a speech in which two or

more clauses are related to
chiastic arrangement then the major emphasis is placed upon “showing mercy,” .,.1 other through a rever-

at the center of the structure with the beatitudes having these categories: sal of structures in order to
make a larger point; that is,
Catagories: the clauses display invert-

ed parallelism. Chiasmus

1. The Poor in spirit = those persecuted as disciples of Yeshua )
was particularly popular

2. Those who mourn = persecuted for righteousness both in Greek and in Lat-
3. Those who are gentle = peacemakers in literature, where it was
4. Those who hunger & thirst after righteousness = pure in used to articulate balance

heart or order within a text. As

a popular example, many
long and complex chiasmi
have been found in Shake-
speare and the Greek and
Those poor in spirit —> kingdom of heaven Hebrew texts of the Bible.
Those who mourn —> comforted
Those who are gentle —> inherit the earth
Those who hunger & thirst after righteousness —> satisfied
Those who show mercy —> shown mercy
Those pure in heart —> see God
Those who are peacemakers —> called sons of God
Those persecuted for the sake of righteousness —> kingdom of heaven
Those persecuted as disciples of Yeshua —> great reward in heaven

The Chiastic Structure of the Beatitudes

6
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Looking at the Greek text of the Gospel of Matthew, the use of the word paxdpiot, makarios “blessed” draws
our attention since this is the same word that is used in the LXX from Tehillim / Psalms 1. As mentioned

earlier there are two words that are used throughout the Tanach for blessing 7172 (baruch) and *UX (ash-
rei). Searching through the Tanach, wherever WX (ashrei) is written it is always translated using the Greek

pakdaplot (makarios). On the other hand 7172 (baruch) is translated with the Greek words evployntog
(eulogetos) or evloyew (eulogeo). By the use of the word pakdpiol by Matthew indicates that Yeshua was

referring to "W “blessed” and not 7172 “to be blessed.” Mentioned earlier, the word WX (ashrei) is never
used of God and is always used of the blessing that comes upon a person who lives righteously. Therefore
the major component of this “blessing” that is found in our text is that it encompasses the divine action to-
ward one who obeyed God and acted in accordance with His prescribed commandments.

The majority of the English translations of the bible translate this as “blessed,” however some trans-
late as “happy” such as Young’s literal translation. In addition to this, the Aramaic translation uses the

word 1’20 “happy” or “good” and studying the various uses of this word in the Targum Onkelos and

Pseudo-Jonathan, we find that the 7°210 “happiness” of the man is much more than simply being happy,
the Beatitudes themselves show that one may be “blessed” even in the state of mourning. Therefore, this
“blessing ” encompasses the idea of a heart and conscience at peace before the Lord God Almighty. It cap-
tures the sense that one exists under the protection of God regardless of our circumstances.

Looking at the chiastic structure, the poor in spirit may be related to those who are persecuted as
disciples of Yeshua, their reward is great in heaven and their names are written in heaven. Those who have
complete reliance upon God will obtain the kingdom of heaven. Those who are poor in spirit realize that
they do not achieve entrance into heaven by their own strength or by material wealth and not even because
of their lack of wealth. The Lord who reigns in their hearts will give them peace and right standing before
God and await a future expectation of the Messiah upon the clouds. Here Yeshua is teaching us about our
absolute reliance upon the Lord God Almighty for entrance into His kingdom, happy and blessed are those
who completely place their trust in the Lord. Yeshua is telling us that the kingdom of heaven is a gift from
God to those who admit their own spiritual poverty and believe upon Yeshua for their salvation.

The next indentation in the chiastic structure is those who mourn. Based upon the layout of the
structure, those who mourn do so because they are persecuted for righteousness sake. Now mourning as a
result of persecution draws a parallel with Isaiah 61:1-3 where comforting is found for those who mourn.
In Isaiah 61, Israel is being oppressed by her enemies and the same is true for us who believe in Yeshua
the Messiah and walk in the righteousness of our Lord and Savior. We will be persecuted even unto death.
What Yeshua is trying to say is not an exhortation to mourn in order to be blessed. The mourning comes as
a result of evil people persecuting God’s people for living in righteousness and holiness.

NO 79D 7OYwS 50 Book of Isaiah Chapter 61
T(Z-fl‘? SR T AN ]3]’ "737 =90 IR M R 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, Because the

Lord has anointed me To bring good news to the afflict-
Dﬁ:(é;"? xjp‘p 3]7_’13'([7]‘7 W:ﬂ‘? ’JU?W 011y | ed; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To

. e o : : :e= | Proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners;
NE7-Nw NWP‘? . .UjP-ﬂEQ D’j10§?1 W_WWT 61:2 To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord And the
b D’b:&—‘?; Dﬂ;b 13’317&1? QR oM ﬂlﬂ’? day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,
99X NAA XD O99 nnY R R, | ol 61:3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a

garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness instead of

a02 7 Don ﬂ]zy_m noyn ]73?{ nnn UW'@ ]DW mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of

AROATS T YUY DIXT N 00 XD fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, The
RO SRR IR R B B planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified. (NASB)

7
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The blessing will ultimately come when the Lord will validate the way of walking in righteousness by pun-
ishing the wicked as it says in Tehillim / Psalms I the path of the wicked is destruction. The blessing that is
promised to those who mourn will be that they will be “comforted.” 1t is in and through God’s Messiah that
comfort will come. In fact, Yeshua said that he will send the “comforter” to us, God’s Holy Spirit to dwell
in our hearts. The Word of God that has also been given as an encouragement to all of those who mourn
because of this fallen world, the pain that we go through in life, and because of the persecution that comes
our way because of our faith in the Lord, the word of God helps us to continue to trust and obey the Lord
God. We who place our trust in the Lord, he will comfort us.

Yeshua goes on to say those who are gentle will inherit the earth, the chiastic structure shows a par-
allel to those who are peacemakers who will be called the sons of God. The Greek word used for “gentle”
(mpaeic) has the meaning to be “humble, meek, gentle, and submissive.” These qualities of gentleness show
to be a response of faith and maturity, faith that God controls the events of life. A peacemaker provides us
with further meaning on what it means to be gentle. A peacemaker does not have within his heart pride to
overpower someone but by trusting in God one seeks to make peace with all men.

The next chiasm is those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, they will be satisfied, and the
parallel is those who are pure in heart will see God. In these scriptures, one’s soul is that which is thirsting
and hungering for righteousness. This does not eliminate the possibility of physical hunger and thirst, but
Yeshua is focusing our attention upon one’s desire for righteousness, this desire should fill up one’s entire
life. Just as we seek to find food and drink for our bodies in this world, we also are to seek after righ-
teousness to give food and drink for our souls. This is like the tree that is planted near streams of waters
in Tehillim / Psalms 1:3 that sates 79 212> X2 31991 1ny2 100 | 9 WK 097 °399-5Y 200 vy mm 3
1:3 9% QY- R He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fiuit in its
season And its leaf does not wither; (NASB) If we follow the Lord God and His righteous ways all of our
lives we will be planted firmly in the ground and will not be moved. The Scripture says we are to set our
hearts upon the word of God and to meditate upon His ways day and night. The Psalmist writes “My soul/
thirsts for God, for the living God; when shall I come and appear before God” (Tehillim / Psalms 42:2, X
D°772R °19 RN RIAR onp o7 ORY 0o9RY | SWD1 I87Y) indicating that this is something that comes from
within. This righteousness is something that is obtained, the emphasis in Tehillim / Psalms 1 and here in
the Beatitudes, is not that those who hunger or thirst for righteousness will be given righteousness but that
righteousness is the character of those who are true followers after God. Yeshua states that having a hunger
and a thirst for righteousness, one is aware of his or her need for more of God’s righteousness. This righ-
teousness must continually be sought after whereas the counsel of the wicked, the path of the sinner, and the
seat of scoffers must be continually fled from. Faith in God and a longing for His righteousness will lead to
a love for His Torah. Upon having faith in Yeshua, the Spirit of God moves within us and leads us to strive
for what we have been declared to be in Yeshua the Messiah, we are made righteous. 2 Corinthians 5:21,
2ltov un yvovta auaptiav Omep UV apapTtiav moinoey, tva fuelg yevoueda Sikatoovvn Beod v avtd. 5:21
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God
in Him. (NASB)

The scripture says that those who hunger and thirst after righteousness will be satisfied, this means
that God is the one who brings satisfaction. True satisfaction and success comes with knowing God and
being pleasing to Him. Those who are pure in heart will see God. Inner purity is the place from which righ-
teous deeds flow. Tehillim / Psalms 24.3-5 states 092 °p3 7 :WTp Qipna ip2-om1 7110 132 72800 X
24:3 WY T0NR TRTI AT DN MR N 7 Va7 VAW KDY WR1 KIWY NYI-XD WK 227 121 Who
may ascend into the hill of the Lord? And who may stand in His holy place? 24:4 He who has clean hands

and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not sworn deceitfully. 24:5 He
8 shall receive a blessing from the Lord And righteousness from the God of his salvation. (NASB) The
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purity of heart and the reward of a pure heart is the thirst and hunger for more and more of the righteousness
of God. The pure heart involves the inward commitment to seek the Lord God almighty. The blessedness
of the person who has a pure heart is that they will see God. Scripture says that God is a spirit and therefore
invisible to the eyes of men (John 1:18, 4:24, Colossians 1:15, 1 Timothy 1:17). In Parashat Ki Tisa the
Lord instructed Moshe that he can not see his face for no man can see God and live (Shemot / Exodus 33:20).
In Parashat Yitro (Shemot / Exodus 24.:9-10) the scriptures say that Moshe, Aharon, Nadav, and Avihu, and
the seventy elders of Israel saw the God of Israel. And in Tehillim / Psalms 17:15 it says OIX P7%2 I8 0
17:15 :30100 Y°p02 TYAWR 771D As for me, I shall behold Your face in righteousness; I will be satisfied
with Your likeness when I awake. (NASB) The purity of heart, seeing God, and beholding His face are all
connected to righteousness. The blessedness that is attached to righteousness and the purity of heart is that
a person will come to know God (to see Him) perfectly and completely revealed in His Son Yeshua. This is
the revelation of the Father.

Yeshua said “Blessed are the poor in spirit, Blessed are those who mourn, Blessed are the gentle,
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, Blessed are the merciful, Blessed are the pure in
heart, Blessed are the peacemakers, Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteous-
ness, and Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against
you because of Me?” How can we understand the blessedness of these things according to the writings of

the Tanach (Torah, Neviim, and Ketuvim)? The use of the two words for the blessing 7172 (baruch) and
WX (ashrei) in the Tanach, and the Greek word paxopiog always being translated with WX along with

the Aramaic translation and use of the “Happy / good” (>711210 1°210) man, we realize that the blessing is
the blessing that comes to the person who lives a righteous life. The happiness that comes to a person who
does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, who does not stand in the path of the sinner, and does not sit in
the seat of the scoffer, is the blessing that comes as a result of one who obeys God and acts in accordance
with His Torah. The righteous man delights in the Torah of God, He is like a tree that is planted by streams
of water that yield its fruit in its season and its leaves do not wither (7ehillim / Psalms 1:3). The blessed man
is sustained in the Word of the Lord and whatever he does he prospers. The contrast is that the wicked do
not do as the righteous man and they are blown like chaff in the wind. Their way is the way of destruction,

the unrighteous will not stand in the day of judgment. Therefore, the major point of the blessed man (- WX

UR7) is the ultimate happiness that is found is in the one who loves the Lord God Almighty and stays away
from sin and unrighteousness and seeks the Lord God and His presence. Do you seek the righteousness of
the Lord God? Do you meditate upon His Word day and night because of your love for Him? Tehillim /
Psalms I captures the idea the true believer is the one who walks in justice, mercy, righteousness, and faith-
fulness. In striving to be faithful and righteous he delights in God’s word. Do you delight in God’s word as
a righteous man or woman of God? It is logical therefore that those who love God come to love and follow
His Words and take to heart the words of our Master Yeshua the Messiah, truly blessed and happy are those
who love the Lord and seek to be pleasing in His eyes.

Christian Commentary

Commentaries usually begin introducing Tehillim / Psalms I as an orphan Psalm, and for this reason
in the past many have combined this Psalm with the second Psalm. 7ehillim / Psalms I is said to be charac-
teristic of late writings and is believed to be a postexilic text. (Reference the commentary: The International Critical
Commentary on the book of Psalms (2 volumes), 2005, Varda Books, T & T Clark, Edinburgh) Edinburgh states that the
language of the Hebrew text in Tehillim / Psalms 1 is that of the Greek period, and the syntax is also
late where the various words are attested in the Jewish community (i.e. 27 ‘wicked’ and 2°7°7% 9
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‘righteous’). This Psalm also models the preexilic writings that speak of righteous Israel and her wicked
foes, the characteristic of long periods of oppression and foreign domination do not appear in this text. The
Psalm itself draws an antithesis between two types of person, (i) the righteous who are strict students who
diligently study the Torah and (i1) the wicked who scorn the wisdom of God and transgress the Torah. This
Psalm therefore implies a fully developed school of teaching and scribal devotion to the Law of God. The
references to the judgment implies that God will one day interfere with mankind in an ultimate judgment.
This judgment seat will not be simply between Israel and her enemies but between each man, known as the
righteous and the wicked. As aresult of the judgment of God, the righteous will rise up whereas the wicked
will perish. It is thought that if the author of the Psalm was thinking about the resurrection, then the writing

of this Psalm might predate the writings of Daniel (Daniel 12:2, 717 798 1X°P2 19¥-NHTR P10 0°27) 2
12:2,021v 138777 Ni910? 798 02 ‘Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these
to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. NASB). Edinburgh says that the
author of the Psalm begins with U X7-"MWR “Happy is the man” and the reference to man here is not that

of mankind (men, women, or children) but specifically to the person who devotes his entire life, all of his
time, night and day to the study of the Torah of God. This righteous man who devotes his life to studying

God’s word is described with increasing intensity of negatives, N¥¥2 777 X2 “who does not walk,” Ty ¥?

“who does not stand,” and 2Y? X9 “who does not sit,” these things indicate a continual participation in the
counsel , way, and seat of wickedness and sin. The righteous man does not keep company with such men.
The righteous man is then described positively saying that such a person embraces the Torah, emphasis is

placed in the verse 712771 %1 1372 I073IN23 X090 737 NIN2-0OX °2 2 which says 1:2 But his delight is
in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. (NASB) his delight (¥917) is in the Torah

and that he studies or thinks upon the word of God day and night (77721 271> 713:7?). The man who studies
the Law of God has happiness and is blessed like a tree that has been replanted by a gardener who has taken
special attention to it. According to this illustration of the tree, the tree appears to have been removed from
its native soil and transplanted in a more favored place with better soil that is near streams of water in a well
irrigated garden. The Garden of Eden (Bereshit / Genesis 2) was most likely what was in the mind of the
author. The description of the living tree on the bank of the river, draws a parallel with what the Apostle
John wrote in Hitgalut / Revelation 22:2 of the tree of life that bears fruit every month whose leaves are
forever green and medicinal for the healing of the nations.

On the other hand, the wicked are likened to “chaff” on a threshing floor which is driven by the wind
and blown away because it has no value. The idea is that as the wind drives away the wicked, so we should
drive them away from us out of our lives. Do not take counsel in the wicked, do not stand in the path of
the sinner, and do not sit with the scornful (7ehillim / Psalms 1:1). 1t is said that the wicked will not rise
up, and not be able to stand in the judgment. If the author is thinking of the resurrection that takes place in
the judgment, at the end of the age of the world, what he is illustrating here is that the righteous will share
in that resurrection and the unrighteous will not. Like it says Isaiah 26:14-19, the people of God will rise
while their oppressors will not rise.

10
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Book of Isaiah Chapter 26

26:14 The dead will not live, the departed spirits will not rise;
Therefore You have punished and destroyed them, And You
have wiped out all remembrance of them. 26:15 You have
increased the nation, O Lord, You have increased the nation,
You are glorified; You have extended all the borders of the
land. 26:16 O Lord, they sought You in distress; They could
only whisper a prayer, Your chastening was upon them. 26:17
As the pregnant woman approaches the time to give birth, She
writhes and cries out in her labor pains, Thus were we before
You, O Lord. 26:18 We were pregnant, we writhed in labor, We
gave birth, as it seems, only to wind. We could not accomplish

deliverance for the earth, Nor were inhabitants of the world
born. 26:19 Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise. You
who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, For your dew is
as the dew of the dawn, And the earth will give birth to the
departed spirits. (NASB)

In addition to these verses, Yeshua mentions the resurrection of the just (the righteous) in Luke 14:14 but
does not mention the unjust (the wicked). The Apostle Paul also mentions the resurrection of believers in /
Corinthians 15, Paul also does not speak of the unjust (the wicked). The wicked are only mentioned explic-
itly in the Ketuvei Shelachim (Apostolic Writings) in John 5:28-29 (5:28 ‘Do not marvel at this, for an hour
is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 5:29 and will come forth, those who did
the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.
NASB) and Hitgalut / Revelation 20:11-15 (20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon
it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 20:12 And I saw the
dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was
opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books,
according to their deeds. 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave
up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 20:14
Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 20:15 And
if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. NASB). In
these verses the wicked are raised to a resurrection of judgment and are then cast into the lake of fire in Hell.

All trees that are flowering trees produce fruit. Within this Psalm we find that a persons life that is
lived in righteous will produce fruit, our lives need to match the life of truth. The one who lives a life of
righteousness is befitting of the kingdom of God meaning that a good tree bears good fruit and that the fruit
is edible. We need to be careful to examine our lives, am I living contrary to the ways of righteousness as
taught by Yeshua and the Torah? The point is that good fruit is not expected to come from a bad tree, and
the bad tree consists of those who walk in unrighteousness. A tree is judged by its fruit, whether it is good
or bad, by taste and feel, not simply by its outward appearances. In the Ist Century Jewish communities,
“bad” and “Pharisee” did not go together, the Pharisees were known for their extreme piety and care taken in
halachic matters. Yeshua himself uses the Pharisee as a benchmark for righteousness in Matthew 5:20. The
point was that group membership, being a Pharisee, did not guarantee personal standards. Being a member
of a messianic congregation or a church does not guarantee a person a standard of righteousness, is not how
a person is judged to be righteous or unrighteous. In John chapter 15 Yeshua speaks extensively about the
gardener, the tree, and the bearing of fruit. In the opening verse of John 15:1, Yeshua says “I am the true
vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. “ Yeshua says that every branch that does not bear fruit is cut off and
then says “Abide in me and I in you,” and states that the fruit can not bear fruit unless it abides in the vine.
The rabbis of the 1st Century and the people would have been familiar with these concepts, and from

Tehillim / Psalms 1, the righteous man, that abides in the study of the Torah will be like a tree that 11
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bears fruit in its season. The concept of the gardener, the fruit bearing vine, and the righteous man that is
blessed would have all been very familiar concepts to the 1st Century person and hence Yeshua’s illustration
on the importance of believing in and remaining in Him, let’s read John 15:1-17.

IQANNHZX 15:1-17

TEyw eiptn dpmedog 1) GAnOwvn, kal 0 mathp pov O yewpyog
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Kal &V 1O Kapmov @épov kabaipel avTd v KapmoOv
nAeiova @épn. *fjdn Dels kabapol éote St TOV Adyov 6v
AehdAnko OpIv: *petvate €v €pol, kdyw €v LUV, kabwg TO
KAfpa 00 SVvatat kapmov @épety d' avTod €av pn Hévn
&v Tl Aumédw, oUTwg 00OE DYEIG €av pry €v €uot pévnte.
gy eip 1) dpmehog, DUEIG T KAjHaTa. O pévey €V Euol
KAy® €v adT@® 00TOG QEPEL KapTOV TOAVY, Tt Xwpig oD
oV dVvaoOe moLely 008EV. “Ea | TIG pévn €v €poi, EBANON
€Ew ¢ TO KAfHa Kai EnpdvOn, kai cuvayovoty adTd Kai
elg T0 mOp PdAAovory kai kaietal 7€dv peivnte v €uol
Kal Td pripatd pov €v Oy peivn, 6 éav 0éAnTe aitjoacde
Kai yevijoetat Opiv. %v todTtw ¢80&aadn 6 matrp pov, tva
KapTOV TOADV @épnte Kal yévnobe épol padnral. *kadag
nydmnoév pe 6 matnp, kadyw OUAG fydrnoa: pelivate v Tfj
dydamn T €. "€av tag €vIoAdg Hov TnpnonTe, Heveite
v Tfj dydmn pov, kabwg éyw Tag EVToAdg Tod matpdg pov
TeTpNKa kol pévw adtod €v T aydmn). 'Tadta AeAdAnka
VUiV tvan xapa ) ur év Opiv iy kad 1) xapd DP@V TAnpwoi.
Zabn éotiv 1 évtoAn 1) €un, tva dyamdte dAARAovg
kaBmg fydnnoa vpdg: Pueillova tavtng aydmny oddeig
gxel, tva TI§ TV Yyouxnv avtod Of vmep T@V ilwv adToD.
MOpElG pilot oV €0Te v ToLfTe & £y EvTENAopat DUIV.
PovkéTt Aéyw vudg dovlovg, 6t 6 dodlog odk oidev Ti
moLel adToD O KUPLoG: DUAG 8¢ eipnka gidovg, 6TL MavTa &
fjkovoa mapd Tod TATPdG pov Eyvaploa ULV. ovy Duelg
pe eEeNé€ooBe, AN eym EeleEapny OpaG kai EBnka OpAG
tva bpeig ddynte kol kapmoOv @EpnTe Kal O kapmog UDV
pévn, tva 8 tLdv aitrjonte TOV matépa év T® dvopati pov
O@® Vpiv. "tadta gvréAopat iy, iva ayamdre dAAARAOLG.

John 15:1-17

15:1 Tam the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 15:2
‘Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away;
and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may
bear more fruit. 15:3 “You are already clean because of the word
which I have spoken to you. 15:4 ‘Abide in Me, and I in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the
vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 15:5 Tam the
vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him,
he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.
15:6 ‘If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a
branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into
the fire and they are burned. 15:7 ‘If you abide in Me, and My
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. 15:8 ‘My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much
fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 15:9 ‘Just as the Father
has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 15:10 ‘If
you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just
as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His
love. 15:11 “These things I have spoken to you so that My joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be made full. 15:12 “This
is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have
loved you. 15:13 ‘Greater love has no one than this, that one lay
down his life for his friends. 15:14 ‘You are My friends if you
do what I command you. 15:15 ‘No longer do I call you slaves,
for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Fa-
ther I have made known to you. 15:16 ‘You did not choose Me
but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear
fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you
ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 15:17 “This I
command you, that you love one another. (NASB)

The tree, according to the Scriptures, represents the righteous man who is planted in a fertile garden that
is irrigated by many channels of water. Such an illustration would makes one think upon the gardens of
Solomon, the gardens of Damascus, of Egypt, and of Babylon. All of these gardens were watered by great
rivers and it is possible that the rivers of the Garden of Eden are also thought of during this illustration that
Yeshua is giving. Yeshua gives the parable of the tree itself and the fruit that is born out from the good tree
and the good vine. If one does not abide in Him, such a person is unable to bear the fruit of truth, of life, and
of God. The mark of the fruit that is born of the one who abides in Yeshua is for the glory of God. Yeshua
speaks of the righteous man who must remain in Him. The righteous man has within him a great desire to
study God’s word and to remain in the Messiah of God and as a result of these things everything he does he
will succeed. Thinking upon these things, success, does this refer to financial blessing or success within the
kingdom of God? Within the context of these Scriptures and in Yeshua’s words, our success will come most
assuredly within the kingdom of God as we reach out for the lost souls in this world for God’s truth
and for salvation. It is interesting here that Yeshua says in John 15.6 that those who do not remain in

12
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Him (the wicked) will be cast away and he will dry up and those dry branches will be gathered and cast into
the fire. (®éav u# g uévy év éuoi, éPANON éw w 10 KAGua kol é§npdvOn, ki ovvdyovory adTX Kal €ig TO TP
BaArovow kai kaietar. 15:6 ‘If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and
they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.(NASB)) This description of the unrighteous
who do not remain in the Messiah, those who following the way of wicked men (Tehillim / Psalms 1:1) follow
a way that goes on to everlasting destruction. The connection to Yeshua’s words here in John 15 with Tehillim
/ Psalms 1 is in his words that speak of the bearing of fruit and the keeping of the Mitzvot (Commandments)
of God in the Torah. Abiding in Yeshua, in Christ /Messiah, and in God’s word, we will not stand in judg-
ment in the last day. Consider this in Parashat Shoftim (Devarim / Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9) according to
Ginsburg’s Masoretic text, shown below, emphasis is placed on the letter “Tav’” (1) with a note in the mar-
ginal Masorah on Devarim / Deuteronomy 18:13 the letter N is enlarged. The emphasis is meant to draw our

attention specifically to the word 2°70 that functions as an opening to the verses /8:15-20.
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the Lom’ your God.” The context of these scriptures indicates the call for innocence before God 1s con-

trasted with the nations (Goyim, 0°1) evil practices of witchcraft and consulting diviners being juxtaposed
to verse /8:14. In Tehillim / Psalms I the wicked are contrasted with the righteous, and in Yeshua’s words
the righteous will be those who remain in him and the unrighteous (wicked) are those who do not remain

the Lord your God, given for you.’ W1th1n the Scriptures found in Parashat Shoftlm Moshe writes that

the Lord is going to rise up a prophet like himself. The enlarged “N” catches our attention directing us to
the importance of being innocent before the Lord our God and listening to the one who will be raised up

as a prophet like Moshe. The special emphasis on 0% (innocence), the way of the nations, and the Lord
God raising a prophet like Moshe /8:715-18 help to elucidate the meaning of the text and provides for us a
stark contrast between those who love and obey God and those who do not. Withing these Scriptures from
Parashat Shoftim (Devarim / Deuteronomy 18) we find the Lord God directing us in His truth and we are
told to walk in His ways and not in the ways of the nations. To walk in the counsel of the wicked, stand in
the way of the sinner, and sit in the seat of the scornful, truly happy and blessed is the man who does

not do these things. In Tehillim / Psalms I the righteous man is the one who delights in God’s word, 13
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and practices the way of the Lord, that the righteous man’s good pleasure is in the Lord. Yeshua tells us that
this tree that bears fruit can only be found in the person who remains in him, in the Lord, and in His words.

Studying John 15, we see that Yeshua repeats twice that the one who remains in him can ask what-
ever they want and it will be given to them. In addition to this, Yeshua commands that we love one another.
Loving one another is repeated twice in John 15:1-17. The contrast made between the righteous and the
unrighteous, the one who walks in the way of sinners, the innocence of the one who is to come before the
Lord, and the command to love one another, when all of these things become present in our lives, only then
will what we ask of the Lord be given. Tehillim / Psalms 66:18 °JI8 | ¥ X2 %222 R-OR IR 11 If ]
regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear;, (NASB). Here it literally says if I see iniquity (7))
in my heart the Lord will not hear me. The innocence that is spoken of is not related to salvation, but it is
related to the relationship that we have with the Lord and the effectiveness of our lives that are used for His
purposes in His kingdom. We have the ability to hinder the work of God in our lives to reach others. We
must abstain from walking in unrighteousness and seek after the righteousness of God. Yeshua shows us the
way, we are to remain in him; the righteous man abstains from all such conduct and avoids the company of
all unrighteous men.

Rabbinic Commentary

The question might be asked, what do the rabbis have in common with the writings of the apostles?
Should the disciplines of New Testament studies neglect the rabbinic literature? According to Brad Young,
Much of the NT was written by Jewish authors for a Jewish audience saying “many aspects and literary
types in rabbinic texts are paralleled in the NT.” (‘““Meet the Rabbis, Rabbinic thought and the teachings of Jesus,”
by Brad H. Young, 2007, Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) What is it about the thinking of the ancient Rabbis and their
interpretation of the bible that could help us to understand Scripture? While studying Midrash Tehillim we
will keep these questions in mind.

The Midrash on Tehillim 1 is quite extensive having 22 parts. This week we will be looking at part
20 of the midrash. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim, part 20.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 1, Part 20

* The midrash speaks about the wicked who are like “chaff”

* Verse Song 2:1, I am the rose of Sharon and the lily of the valleys

* The Lord God gives us love more than any other people

» The rabbis liken the rose of Sharon to the people, the Lord God freshens his people like a rose in the
valley freshens in the morning.

* The rabbis liken the rose of Sharon to the wilderness, saying good things are hidden there, and say
the cedar, Shittah tree, myrtle, and oil tree are planted there.

e The rabbis liken the rose of Sharon to the earth, where all of the dead are hidden, and discuss the
resurrection of the dead referring to Isaiah 26:19.

» The rabbis liken the lily of the valley to the righteous, saying the righteous are not like the lily of the
mountain but of the valley which blossoms again and again.

* The wicked are likened to the vilest thing and to chaff and the lily of the mountain that withers
quickly.
. The rabbis liken Israel to the lily of the valleys, but the lily of the valley of Gehenna, and the

14 Lord God raised her up out of Gehenna, and she will sing a song to the Lord.
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* The question is asked how do the children of Israel differ from the other nations? Parallels are drawn
saying that she worshiped idols like the nations, she shed blood like the nations, she committed in-
cest like the nations, but the others are being sent down to Gehenna and she is raised up.

* The the Lord God said since what you say is true, let every nation go down together into Gehenna
with his god and let them be tested by fire. Israel proclaims that the Lord is their expectation and
their hope, he alone is worthy to be trusted.

* The judgment by fire is contrasted to David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 23 and visiting transgres-
sion with the rod in Tehillim / Psalms 89:33.

* The midrash ends saying that the righteous in this world are stricken but in the world to come will
have a firm footing and great strength. The word of our God will stand forever (Isaiah 40:8) and the
righteous who obey the Torah, the word of our God will also stand forever.

A couple things catch our attention while reading the Midrash on Tehillim 1, Part 20. First, the ref-
erences to Gehenna. Gehenna in Hebrew 0117°3 and in Greek yeéva is a place of suffering and torture and
was believed to be the residence of condemned souls, the wicked (unrighteous, unjust people). According to
Easton's dictionary, Gehenna was originally “the valley of the sons of Hinnom” a place in a narrow valley
south of Jerusalem where the people at one time offered their children to Molech (see 2 Chronicles 28.:3,
33:6, and Jeremiah 7:31, and 19:2-6). After this horrible time the valley became the place where the city
would throw their trash and the dead bodies of animals and of criminals and all kinds of vile things. A fire
was kept burning in order to burn up the refuse and the dead. Over time this became known as a type or
image of the place of everlasting destruction and Yeshua used this as a reference to Hell in Matthew 5:22,
5:29,5:30, 10:28, 18:9, 23:15, 23:33, Mark 9:43, 9:45, 9:47, and Luke 12:5. In the more modern English
translations this word Gehenna is rendered as “Hell.” In the older translations such as the KJV the Greek is
transliterated into English as “Gehenna.” Some in Orthodox Judaism teach that Hell does not exist as an
anti-missionary tactic against “salvation” in Yeshua. It is said “when you are dead you are dead, and that
is the end of it.” According to the Ketuvei Shelachim (Apostolic Writings) there was a very clear and early
understanding of Hell by Yeshua’s use of Gehenna to make his illustration. Yeshua taught about the danger
of Hell using the word 211773 / yeéva (Gehenna) to illustrate what it will be like for the person who goes
there. In addition to this, Midrash Tehillim also includes references to Gehenna. Midrash Tehillim is known
to exist from the 11th Century and it is believed the commentary come out of the time period o the tannaim
and the recording of the Mishnah and the Talmud which would place the commentary close to within 200
years of Yeshua walking this earth. Therefore, the concept of “Hell” a place for the wicked, the unjust, and
the unrighteous is extant within Judaism according to the rabbinic commentary on Tehillim, and this under-
standing on Hell being the place for the wicked in Judaism is very early. Not surprising since Yeshua uses
Gehenna quite frequently throughout the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.

Another interesting comment by the rabbis in Midrash Tehillim part 20, is the concept of being tested
by fire. This reminds us of the Apostle Paul’s words in / Corinthians 3:11-17. Let’s look at the section from
Midrash Tehillim and from Scripture in / Corinthians 3.

15
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Midrash Tehillim, Chapter 1, Part 20

How do the children of Israel differ from the other nations of
the earth? The others worshiped idols, and these worshiped
idols. The others shed blood, and these shed blood. The others
committed incest, and these committed incest. But though the
others are being sent down to Gehenna, these are not being
sent down. The Holy One blessed be He, will answer, Since
what you say is true, let each and every nation together
with its god go down to Gehenna, and let each be tested
with fire, and let the children of Israel also go down into
Gehenna, and let them be tested by fire. Whereupon the
children of Israel will answer the Holy One blessed be He,
and say, You are our expectation, and you are our hope. We
have no one worthy of trust but you. And if it be your will
that we go down into Gehenna, pray go you to the head of us.
The Holy One blessed be He, will then say to them, Be not
afraid for all of you are clothed in scarlet. By which is meant
the mark of circumcision, as alluded to in the verse, she is not
afraid of the snow for her household, for all her household are
clothed with scarlet (Mishley / Proverbs 31:21). Nevertheless,
I shall go down with you, as is said For all the peoples walk
every one in the name of his god, we will walk in the name of
the Lord our God forever and ever (Micah 4:5).

[TPOZ KOPING®IOYZX A 3:11-17
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1 Corinthians 3:11-17

3:11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 3:12 Now if any man builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,
3:13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will
show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire it-
self will test the quality of each man’s work. 3:14 If any man’s
work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.
3:15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but
he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 3:16 Do you
not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of
God dwells in you? 3:17 If any man destroys the temple of
God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and
that is what you are. (NASB)

In the Midrash, the rabbis are talking about the accusations being made against Israel at the judgment and
that each nation will go down with their gods and be tested by fire. Similarly, the children of Israel will also
be tested by fire. The one whose hope is in the Lord will be saved. It is with this mindset that the Apostle
Paul writes to the believers in Corinth that no man can lay a foundation other than that what has been laid
which is Yeshua (Jesus) the Messiah (Christ). The foundation according to the Rabbis is that of studying
Torah, Tehillim / Psalms I speaks of the righteous man whose delight is in the Torah of God, such a righteous
man does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, stand in the path of sinners or sit in he set of the scornful.
The apostle Paul is saying that no man can lay a foundation other than what God has done, that is, a founda-
tion which is made in Yeshua the Messiah. According to Paul, the work of each man will become apparent
when it is revealed or tested by fire. The work that remains is the works that were done by faith in the Lord

God Almighty and His Messiah Yeshua (Jesus). The rabbis are looking at the scripture from Tehillim
16 / Psalms 1:4 “The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind drives away.” The wicked
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are like the chaff that burn in fire. In the Mashal (wn) of the midrash it says that the angels will denounce
Israel in the judgment time. The Nimshal states that all will be tested by fire, and the chaff will be burned.
In addition to this, the midrash states that the Lord will go before the people, He will go with her (Israel)
and protect her from destruction.

Studying Midrash Tehillim 1 Part 20 there is an interesting parallel found within the Apostolic Writ-
ings. In I Corinthians 3:11-17, the Apostle Paul says that we are the Temple of God and the Spirit of God
dwells within each of us. The parallel found here is that the Lord our God is with us and His Spirit will go
with us. It is interesting that there appears to be a parallel here in the rabbinic commentary with Paul’s un-
derstanding of the testing by fire and the Lord going with us and our bodies being the Temple of God. Was
Paul drawing upon his rabbinic schooling in his understanding of these things? Looking at the Christian
commentary, and in the Strong’s concordance, it is interesting that no reference to the scriptures is given as
a source text on / Corinthians 3:13 and 3:15. On the other hand, Midrash Tehillim states “Rabbi Reuben said
in the name of rabbi Hanina, were it not that the verse is so clear, it is scarcely conceivable that one would dare say
such a thing as By fire will judgment be executed upon the Lord (Isaiah 66:16).” (R?178 MR RI°I7 "1 OW31 121X M
X 02970 WA (17 10 YY) W 1 WRA °3 1KY WK R 2103 Xpn making a reference to Isaiah 66:16.
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Isaiah 66:14-18

66:14 Then you will see this, and your heart will be glad, And
your bones will flourish like the new grass; And the hand of
the Lord will be made known to His servants, But He will be
indignant toward His enemies. 66:15 For behold, the Lord will
come in fire And His chariots like the whirlwind, To render
His anger with fury, And His rebuke with flames of fire. 66:16
For the Lord will execute judgment by fire And by His sword
on all flesh, And those slain by the Lord will be many. 66:17
“Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go to the gar-
dens, Following one in the center, Who eat swine’s flesh, detest-
able things and mice, will come to an end altogether, declares
the Lord. 66:18 For I know their works and their thoughts;
the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they

shall come and see My glory. (NASB)

According to the Midrash, the apostle Paul may have been drawing upon Isaiah 66.15-16 to illustrate the
importance of building upon the foundation that God has laid, which is Yeshua the Messiah. The judgment
of God will be by fire is attested to throughout Scripture, in sefer Tehillim / Psalms 1 in the reference to
the chaff, and within the rabbinic commentary. All the rest that man builds on with gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, and straw will be burned up as chaff by fire. In addition to Paul, the apostle peter said
something very similar, in 2 Peter 3:7 7oi 6¢ vOv obpavol kai 1} yij T@ adtd Aoyw tednoavpiopévol giotv
nupi, TNpOVHEVOL €ig NUépav Kpioewg kal dnwAeiag TV doefdv avOpanwv. 3:7 But by His word the present
heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
(NASB) The Reformation study bible says “stored up for fire. Sodom and Gomorrah serve for Peter as a
paradigm of final fiery judgment (2:6). Although this picture of a universal inferno at the last judgment is
unique to Peter, the idea of divine judgment by fire is common in the Old Testament (Devarim / Deuteronomy
32:22, Isaiah 66:15-16, Malachi 4:1) and is found in the New Testament as well (Matthew 3:12, 1 Corin-
thians 3:13, and 2 Thessalonian 1:7-8).” Here a reference is made back to Isaiah 66:15-16 and to other
locations in the Tanach hence the of judgment by fire appears to be a developed concept within the rabbinic
literature and the Apostolic Writings (NT).

Yeshua said that those who hunger and thirst after righteousness will be satisfied. This is the ques-
tion we must ask ourselves, “Do I truly hunger and thirst for righteousness?” According to Tehillim
/ Psalms 1, and Yeshua’s words God is the only one who brings true satisfaction and this comes only
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in knowing God and being pleasing to Him. The inner purity, and innocence of heart comes not only by
the Lord working and transforming us from the inside out, but in our desire to draw nearer to Him and seek
His ways and His truth. The inner purity that Yeshua gives us, if we remain in him, is the place from which
righteous deeds flow, and we bear much fruit that is pleasing to our Father who is in Heaven. Tehillim /
Psalms 24:3-5 states R1W?2 X@I-X? WK 227 121 2282901 7 :3WTR 0ipna DIps-om31 M 002 mow-on A
24:3 390 TNn TRTYY T NRD 1272 KW 7000 Yawl KDY W1 Who may ascend into the hill of
the Lord? And who may stand in His holy place? 24:4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has
not lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not sworn deceitfully. 24:5 He shall receive a blessing from the
Lord And righteousness from the God of his salvation. (NASB) The purity of heart comes first by the Lord
God almighty working in our lives through His Son, and second by our delight of God’s work that has been
made manifest in our lives. It is in that thirst and hunger for more and more of the righteousness of God,
that we know we are remaining in Yeshua, in Christ, in God’s Messiah.

The use of these words for the blessing 7172 (baruch) and WX (ashrei) in the Tanach, along with
the Greek word pakopiog always being translated for * WX, and the Aramaic use of the word for the “Happy

/ good” (>M121Y 1°2V) man, we realize that true blessing comes to the person who lives a righteous life.
The happiness that comes to a person who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, who does not stand
in the path of the sinner, and does not sit in the seat of the scoffer, is the blessing that comes as a result of
one who obeys God and acts in accordance with His Truth. The righteous man delights in the way of the
Lord, and remains in His truth producing fruit like the tree that is planted by streams of water that yield
its fruit in its season and its leaves do not wither (7ehillim / Psalms 1:3). The man who remains in God’s
word is sustained by Him, there is no greater foundation that has been laid then that of what the Word of the
Lord has done for us. If we remain in Christ we will not be blown like chaff in the wind because we have

been established upon a solid foundation. Thus, the truth of the blessed man (¥ X7-"WR) is the ultimate
happiness that is found is in the one who loves the Lord God Almighty and stays away from sin and unrigh-
teousness and seeks the Lord God and His presence. Do you seek the righteousness of the Lord God? Do
you meditate upon His Word day and night because of your love for Him? Tehillim / Psalms I captures the
idea that the true believer is the one who walks in justice, mercy, righteousness, and faithfulness. In striving
to be faithful and righteous before God let us dedicate our lives in a new way so that we are known as those
who love God, love Yeshua, love His Holy Word, and love one another as our Master Yeshua the Messiah
has taught us. Truly blessed and happy are those who love the Lord and seek to be pleasing in His eyes.
Let’s pray!

Heavenly Father,

As we study Your Word, we see the importance of seeking You according to Your Righteous ways.
Yeshua spoke of the blessedness of being a child of God that whether we mourn or are persecuted we are
happy in You because of Your love for us. We realize that first and foremost, You in the fullness of Your
mercy and grace have provided for us atonement according to Your Word in Yeshua the Messiah. The
atonement that You have provided is an absolute necessity for us to receive forgiveness. Help us to accept,
embrace, and believe with all our hearts, our minds, and our strength the gift You have provided in Yeshua.
Help us to effectively proclaim the life, death, and glorious bodily resurrection of Yeshua the Messiah.
Help us to draw near to You in righteousness and in truth. We believe that Yeshua is the way, the truth, and
the life. Please forgive us of my sins, have mercy upon us Lord. Cleanse us from all sin Lord in Yeshua’s

name. We want to grow and to be filled with all of You Lord. Help us to live according to Your will
18 as it is laid out according to the Scriptures. Sanctify us in Your Holy Word Lord and in Your Son
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Yeshua. Help me to sanctify you Lord in our hearts, in our lives, and in all that we do. Thank You Lord for
everything You have done for us. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the praise
forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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