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1. For the leader; with stinged music. Maschil of David; Q°0°T7 X122 [T172 20wn] M2 nyan? X

when the Ziphites came and said to Saul, Does not David hide Sy lirirla ST 2197 ARY 17 .DINWS 199K

hlmSleWlth us? (Tehﬂhm / Psa.lms 54.1).. Elsewh.ere, this is R ’(:, "3 ’7712773) VYA AW 53 oW 227
what Scripture says, if a ruler listens to lies, all his servants

are wicked (Mishley / Proverbs 29:12). Rabbi Meir said in W 1 ,5&1127’ 11 92,07 " awa PR M
the name of rabbi Joseph, such were the children of Israel. ¥ Y777 1107 YINWS IR 707 7°7W PIRWY 299717
When the Ziphites beheld Saul incline his ear to listen to slan- yxy7 8193 91IR K17 =) Y 29PN 20K 10T 7T

der against David, they came and betrayed him to Saul say- | 5 % aq
ing, Does not David hide himself with us? (Tehillim / Psalms 2 RN RWT 2213 1 ’(: 23 0°27N) "N MTRA

54:2). Scripture tells us that Doeg the Edomite came and told 1R 11°21,(° 712 'R ORI R"W) W 12 M T
Saul (Tehillim / Psalms 54:2), and tells also that Nabal asked 057 23 W2 7°% V77 W9 22pn 0w 290717

mockingly Who is David? And who is the son of Jesse? (1 ANNoM 717 XOT DIRYD 14K 2°9°TT K123 29097
Samuel 25:10). Therefore, when the Ziphites observed that ‘ '

Saul accepted the others’ slander, they also came, as it is writ- Ay
ten, The Ziphites came and said to Saul, Does not David hide

himself with us? (Tehillim / Psalms 54:1-2).
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2. Save me O God, by Your name (Tehillim / Psalms 54:3). 120 2199 1T MR WU w3l D7oR 2
David said to the Holy One blessed be He, Master of the uni- 9217 ,07X? 717 RIIW PLIVR 27 W 1120

verse, when a centenaries persecutes a man, the man may com- 5y '731|7 AT RITWI DI DI9DIRY POy

plain against him to the prefect, and when the prefect perse- 5 b e 5 o
cutes him, the man may complain against him to the emperor. ° AN R °07 019K AT T ARy ,7on

But when the emperor persecutes the prefect, to whom may 1”317 2199 T 1R 19 ,-IL) XX 513?5 7217 TR
the prefect complain? He has no one to complain to except to 15y 9217 21X 2% , 721 R 2IRW 22 5w 11129
You Lord. Just 50 David sald_ to ‘Fhe Holy One blessed be He, PWIT AW D9TOR 91 ,51:1?]7 oy -lb XOR
Master of the universe, Saul is king. To whom am I to com-

plain against him? [ can only complain to You. Thus David M3 LTINS NMAA R CIPTN NMAA
said, Same me, O God, by Your name, and judge me by Your 1"117X OX 72V 730N [Nb] (5&) J0hMN2 D2ANDWw

strength (Tehillim / Psalms 54:3). What did he mean by the 59y9y 79y 9% WnR ;07 TV N ,(TU b} D"D?)

words, And judge me by Your strength? He meant judge me 5 5 S
by Your Torah in which You have written, You will not deliver VTR X730 9K '[538 K2 DR "R, T

unto his master a bondman that is escaped from his master R 7 NWAN MR ,R°WI 12 ROWI PIRY "IN

unto you (Devarim / Deuteronomy 23:16). If You have said 1912 NX 79917 []mbvﬂ ,,'m’?W] (nbmm .'ib?jt[/)
even of a bondman who yesterday served idols that When he
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comes to you, you will not deliver him unto his master, surely
You will not deliver me into the hand of King Saul, for I am a
prince, and the son of a prince, as is said Nahshon begot Salmon;
Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed; and Obed begot Jes-
se, and Jesse begot David (Ruth 4:20-22). And so Judge me by
Your strength, that is by the strength of Torah, which says, Coun-
sel is mind, and sound wisdom; I am understanding, strength is
mind (Mishley / Proverbs 8:14).
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3. Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth
(Tehillim / Psalms 54:4). According to rabbi Hoshaia, David
said to the Holy One blessed be He, Master of the universe, Doeg
came and slandered me, and Saul accepted the slander from him
and listened to him. The Ziphites came, and Saul heeded them
also. I will not go to Saul, but to You. Hear me. Give ear unto
me. Hear my prayer Or God. For strangers have risen up against
me, they have not set God before them (Tehillim / Psalms 54:5).
They have not set their minds on what is written in the Torah,
cursed be he that smites his neighbor in secret (Devarim / Deu-
teronomy 27:24). But what have they set their minds on? On
what Saul said to them, Blessed be you of the Lord (1 Samuel
23:21). But of what avail Saul’s blessing, if they are accursed
men? They have been long accursed, for Moshe cursed them
saying, Cursed be he that smites his neighbor in secret. Hence it
is said, They have not set God before them. Behold, God is my
helper; the Lord is for me as the upholder of my soul (Tehillim /
Psalms 54:6). They asked David, Who told you this? According
to rabbi Simeon son of Pazzi, David replied, When I was in the
womb of my mother, Ethan and Ezrahite prophesied that God
would say of me, I have found David My servant; with My holy
oil I anointed him (Tehillim / Psalms 89:21). Hence, The Lord is
for me as the upholder of my soul.
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