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1. A son to ascents. I will lift up my eyes unto the moun- AR 71T "IN 2Q°77 DR 1Y RWR MV Y X

tains, from whence will my help come? My help comes from DT NR PR T S5YN 199V DRI NOYRS Y

the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 121:1). David said, A son .to as- ooe DT UR PR AW WY N9oMA 1YWY
cents. After You have taken us up the last ascent, we will not
be brought down. That is to say, after God saves us from the '—"73“7) N DY 191 R ,meD WY

kingdom of Esau, we will not again be degraded in servitude to 777 2 R 1IX 772277 PRI 2NN (X2 X

the kingdoms, as is said, And saviors will come up on Mount MK -[35 N9 M WNOYEIY TOUA TNIR Y
Zion to judge the Mount of Esau; and the kingdom will be - ’ 5 vy 5e S
the Lord’s (Obadiah 1:14). The children of Israel said to the OV .07 2R 11 0 DY KWK Moa v

Holy One blessed be He, To You we will sing a song of the last 17272 M2X2 1775007 28w 1°72 772p7 KW
ascent whereto You will raise us from among the kingdoms. R 7°K) 112 DX nouNY AR RYLMOT ooy

Hence, it is said, A song to ascents. [ will lift up my eyes unto ANIRD ,PTI 0P T8 ANIRA LTAR DR noNY

the mountains, etc. What is meant by unto the mountains? \ \ I \
It means that on the day when the Holy One blessed be He, DYMINY DWW QiTAR? DY IR DPRW AW

comes to judge mankind, the children of Israel will look unto 0 7°¥7) "A1 13y X? 07772K 9 12K INX 0
‘Lhe fatherscifo plead for.‘ﬁlim, ];lllt 1;0 fatheilyvlllal bfhablelto S}TYG aNR SRS 77PN AR 70N T ave Y .(TU
is son and no man will be able to save his brother. In their
time of distress, on the day of judgment, the children of Israel TR AW TS, 0INR MY R YT
will lift up their eyes to their Father in heaven, and say For You
are our Father; for Abraham knows us not, and Israel does not
acknowledge us. You, O Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer
from everlasting is Your name (Isaiah 63:16). My help comes
from the Lord, who made heaven and earth (Tehillim / Psalms
121:2). The Holy One blessed be He, said this to Israel, Do
you know who will help you? He who made heaven and earth.

Midrash Tehillim 121, Part 2 3 7°0 R3p P72 2970 IR
2. He will not suffer your foot to slip (Tehillim / Psalms w3 ,DW?D’? nm X .'[]711 U7 Ak X 2
121:3). What is meant by He will not suffer your foot to slip? 7R 7121 ,0°01 01N ONX DITA? 9377 W
When all men are in danger of slipping into Gehenna, you 95 0°727) 2531 VN YL O Pl °% 207

will not slip. Slmllar.ly, the verse, .To Me belopgs VENgEANCe, ooy = =mix 2PYWA S 0937 DIANY ,(ﬂb
and recompense, their foot will slide in due time (Devarim /

Deuteronomy 32:35) means that when the foot of the wicked 'R 2RMY N"W) TR PTOM V737 R Napépla
slides, you will not slide, for it is said, He will keep the feet of [1]’.‘{5& oy ('I’T’DI'{ 53 '.'i) 1092 2’0 ,(D u]
His holy ones (1 Samuel 2:9). Hence, it is written, O bless our
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God, you people (Tehillim / Psalms 66:8). For what reason are
you to bless God? Because, as the next verse says, He has set our
soul in life, and suffered not our foot to slip.

Midrash Tehillim 121, Part 3

3. Behold, He that keeps Israel does neither slumber nor sleep
(Tehillim / Psalms 121:4). But is there such a thing as sleep in
heaven? Surely not. In heaven there is no sleep, nor is there
sitting. As Scripture says, | saw in the visions of my head upon
my bed, and behold a wakeful one and a holy one came down
from heaven (Daniel 4:10), and says also, The matter is by the
decree of the wakeful ones (Daniel 4:14). In these verses, the
word wakeful proves that there is no sleep in heaven. Why, then,
does the Psalmist make a point of saying that He that keeps you
does not slumber? Because it would appear from the troubles
which come upon the children of Israel in this world that the
Holy One blessed be He, was asleep, if one dare speak thus. In-
deed, Asaph did say, Awak, why do You sleep, O Lord? (Tehillim
/ Psalms 44:24). But from the prophets it can be shown that He
that keeps you does not slumber. When the Prophets prophesied
and wept, saying, If I forgot you, O Jerusalem (Tehillim / Psalms
137:5), should they not have spoken in the plural? It must be
concluded that the Holy One blessed be He, was saying to the
Prophets, You weep, and was saying through them, I weep with
you. Thus the I in If I forget you, O Jerusalem is the Holy One
blessed be He, saying, I will not forget you. Likewise, He said
through Isaiah, Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she
should not have compassion on the son of her womb? Yes, these
may forget, yet will I not forget you (Isaiah 49:15). In the light
of this verse is If I forget you, O Jerusalem to be understood. The
Prophets wept not because of Zion, when they said, There we sat
down, yes, we wept, when we remembered Zion (Tehillim /
Psalms 137:1), but because of Him who had once dwelt in Zion.
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The Psalm says further on, Let my tongue cleave to the roof of Sy ] LnnnY wR Sy %W DR OTOUNR

my mouth, if I remember you not (Tehillim / Psalms 137:6).
When ought a man not remember Zion? He ought to remember
Zion when he is standing in the prayer of the Eighteen Benedic-
tions, and says, To Jerusalem, Your city, return in mercy, and
when he is reciting Grace after a meal, and says, The Lord who
will comfort Zion and rebuild Jerusalem. He ought to remember
Zion at the Shabbat service when he is reading the lesson from
the Prophets, and says Have mercy upon Zion because it is the
house of our life. Hence it is said, If I remember you not; if I set
not Jerusalem upon my chiefest joy (Tehillim / Psalms 137:6).
By upon, etc., the Psalmist alludes to the ashes which are put
upon the bridegroom’s head and upon the bride’s head during the
wedding. Hence, it is said, If I set not Jerusalem upon my chief-
est joy. Remember O Lord, against the children of Edom the day
of Jerusalem (Tehillim / Psalms 137:7). Why does the Psalmist
single out Edom? Was Edom the first to destroy Jerusalem? Was
not rather Babylon the first to destroy it? Why then does the
Psalmist say, Remember, O Lord, against the children of Edom
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the day of Jerusalem? Because the Psalmist prophesied that the 91571 92X 7127 7NKR AW 1K °IR ,M07
Temple would be rebuilt and that Edom would destroy it. There- 5 5

fore, it is said, Remember, O Lord, against the children of Edom QTRw ’(T 120 -1:”) p’pm} -[b WY WX MR
the day of Jerusalem. The Holy One blessed be He, asked, And 77773]7 wn JDTb Wiean PR XY [oww
what particular thing will I remember? The Psalmist replied, re- 7°N onw 12, n»p iaheiva) '[51?3 naw
member O Lord, the day when the nephew of Titus came into the 35 ni533 7P MR D LR 1N195n
Temple, his drawn sword in his hand, and slashed baclf and fqrth TR 1957 111957 TR 599919 ,nbm
until the blade was all bloody, and then came forth boasting, saying
that he had slain God Himself. Will You refrain Yourself for these 11 72w MM M2XT M2vNw) >-I]773 "IN
things, O Lord? Will You hold Your peace? (Isaiah 64:11). If not 019W? 11°X 72 YW 2V MR ,Db'l!],'{
for our sake, then remember for Your sake. Remember that knave’s .(ND R .'P'DW) =979 9 300 WY 70 DR
vilification of You. Hence, Remember, O Lord, against the chil- SRR O1° AR 57K 3 D17 195 T 9T KT
dren of Edom the day of Jerusalem. The Holy One blessed be He, ) !
replied, Are you telling Me Remember? 1 will not forget. You too, X"i131 ,i1X W oM AIWY 7Y K0 IR
remember, Remember what Amalek did unto you by the way as 3 bmﬂ) 217P °0 1731 K2 0D 1182 W WP

you came forth out of Egypt (Devarim / Deuteronomy 25:17). A 3] IR RO Twn X A oY 135 31 9 (R

man who forgets to take care of himself ought not ask another to oy X 5 N \
remember for him. A parable of a king, When he himself ruled, his QA72Y K227 "IN TR 07 23 ,(ﬂ i 01?33.7)

kingdom was steady; but when he became ill, his kingdom became ,02°9Y IR°2W TR 2V DN a0 Yw oo
unsteady. Thus the Holy One blessed be He said, When Israel are 39y 199 0991I837 2°5017° 23° IR K] -[35
in exile, [ am as one who is ill, if one dare speak thus, and My king- ,

dom becomes unsteady. When will I be king? When the exile and ,:ﬂllb 0193 213, AWM 771 712 T ORI
Esau’s kingdom cease to exist in the world, as is said, And saviors ,Q1N7 7Y WO RAw ,33’7735 D121 21 R
will come up on Mount Zion to judge the Mount of Esau; and the ,79 NPW¥ XY DRI, 137371 P20 721997 R
kingdom will be the Lord’s (Obadiah 1:21). Another interpreta- 79 IR AR L3 IO TV 1Y 1Y DONR ROR
tion. When the Psalmist said, Remember, O Lord, against the chil- PIIDYA WA WY WOM TR NI -lb —
dren of Edom the day of Jerusalem, God replied, On account of that > 1t
day I will bring ten days of trouble upon Edom. As Scripture says, T3 WY DX NOW IR M) 9(1 N TI"I:I'ISJ)
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the day of the Lord p7% =KX 71 ’(5 4}a) ,';37315) 1N0n [NX]

comes (Joel 2:1), and says also, The day of the Lord in darkness, 59381 2795 03191 OTR 2DWAY 2OV a7

and not light (Amos 5:18). Accordingly, God said, I will bring all 5 \ 5 \ 5 \
these days as days of trouble upon the children of Edom on account DIP2R 0N RAW 17 KXY VPRI YW W 7Y

of the one day they brought upon you. Hence, Remember, O Lord, fX} NP5 TV AP ANRY 103 Hw M
against the children of Edom the day of Jerusalem. The children of -|77 N2 0°233 OR MRIY 7D -[5 own IR
Edom said, Raise it, raise it, even to the foundation thereof (Tehillim K3 _D]? (‘_‘ R 3’73117) A3 9% 7T OX
/ Psalms 137:7). God said to Esau, Woe to you, O fool, who would ’
demand such a thing. Would a thief coming in to steal or a soldier 921 N2 (T T]7|7 D’bﬂﬂ) 13 0% TV W Y
entering a city search it out to its very foundations? Would he not X el ,(ﬂ T]')P 0°5nn aw DW) "2 AT
seize what is right in front of him and go away? But you were not ny7xy N2 72000 529 ,53: N2 oIk DX

content to do this, instead you would raise it, raise it, even to the 5 \ \
foundation thereof. Therefore, this very thing I will do to you, as is 127 L1 AWy W AnwYw an A a3

said, How are the things of Esau searched out. How are his things 7% DWW MWK 1372P0 77 MR 222 N2 K]
sought up. (Obadiah 1:6), and as is said I have made Esau bare, I 1759 0%%;7n ow ow Qw) 117 N9RW 72123 DX
have uncovered his secret places (Jeremiah 49:10). And the Holy noAa oo o 7o 275 R 15 1T (ﬂ

One blessed be He, also said to the children of Esau, O you great 5 . 59 moma b x5 \
fools. A man comes into a vineyard and eats until he is satisfied; RN ,MYTT 23 7222 D203 2RV R 70

then, perhaps, he gathers a few grapes and goes away. Does he say, 1211 TR WK 7K1 0% ,nnx o o
I will gather from the vine even the gleaning grapes? Yet you did ,('(D pr 0°>an aw DW) v50:7 BN -l»’777~|y fabs

gather the grapes even unto the gleam.ng grapes. Thereff)re I will 7’]7]7737 nx VDJ]7 MYV I TNY 77207 MK
repay you in kind. Scripture says, If thieves came to you, if robbers

by night, Would they not have stolen till they had enough? If the 221 DR N¥DI AT 09WAW OWwD Y207 X
grape gatherers came to you, would they not leave some gleaning 277°991Y NX I¥51 N°27 12902 NYRY X9
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grapes? (Obadiah 1:5), but declares of you, The children of NX 1DIWW ,1P171P2 IRXOW YA PR HW
Edom said, Raise it, Raise it, even to the foundation thereof X5 05T 19 OWIT oY 1150 ,n°an

(Tehillim / Psalms 137:7). Oh daughter of Babylon, that are to
be destroyed (Tehillim / Psalms 137:8). Why does the Psalmist
call Edom the daughter of Babylon? Because Babylon was to
destroy the Temple even as Edom was to destroy the Temple.
What the one was to do, the other was to do. Therefore, the
psalmist called Edom daughter of Babylon. The Holy One bless-
ed be He, said to Edom, Happy will he be, that repays you as you
have served us (Tehillim / Psalms 137:8). Why does the Psalmist
say us? To show that the Holy One blessed be He said to Edom,
At one and the same time, you have ill served both Israel and Me.
It is not only Israel whom you did serve all kinds of evil. But
Me, and them you did so serve. Hence, it is said Happy will he
be, that takes and dashes your little ones against the rock, even as
you did dash down your little ones in this world. But we have
never heard that Edom, at the destruction of the Temple, dashed
the little ones of Israel against the rock. We did hear that Edom
led Israel out in chains, that Edom burn the Temple, and that
Edom ravished the women, but we have never heard that Edom
dashed down the little ones of Israel. But the Holt One blessed
be He, spoke thus, As Edom has done to others, so I will do to
Edom. As Nineveh is laid waste, carried away in to captivity;
her young children dashed in pieces at the head of all the streets
(Nahum 3:7, 10), so Happy will he be that takes and dashes your
little ones. The Holy One blessed be He, said further, You did
dash to pieces the work of My little ones who were the first to
make Me king over them, for they said The Lord will reign for-
ever and ever (Shemot / Exodus 15:18), and for their saying this,
therefore, Out of the mouth of the little ones and sucklings did
You ordain strength (Tehillim / Psalms 8:2). Hence the Psalmist
goes on to say, Happy will he be that repays you as you have
served us repays you no less and no more. It is the way of the
world that if a man do no more than strike the son of an eparch,
or the son of a king, the man’s head will be cut off, or he will be
burnt alive, or he wil Ibe crucified. But the Holy One blessed be
He, does not repay thus, for it is said According to their deeds,
accordingly He will repay, fury to His adversaries, recompense
to His enemies (Isaiah 59:18). Hence, Happy will he be that re-
pays you as you have served us. So, too, in the writings of Jere-
miah occurs the verse You will render unto them a recompense,
O Lord, according to the work of their hands (Lamentations
3:64). Itis also written, Give them according to their deeds, and
according to the wickedness of their endeavors; give them after
the work of their hands, render to them their desert (Tehillim /
Psalms 28:4). And it is also written, Let them be taken in the
devices that they have imagined (Tehillim / Psalms 10:2). What
devices did they imagine? They said, Come, and let us cut them
off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more
said, And so will I cut them off, as is said, And there will not be
any remaining of the house of Esau, for the Lord has spoken it
(Obadiah 1:18). When it was asked of God, behold, You did
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punish Edom, and will You not punish Babylon? God re-
plied, Very soon I will punish her also, as is said, And I will
render unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all
their evil that they have done in Zion (Jeremiah 51:24).
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