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1. Praise the Lord. Blessed is the man that fears the Lord 2WN377 WARW 3777 .77 [NR] R WOR WK 71990 K
(Tehillim / Psalms 112:1). These words are to be consid- 555nn X977 0 DR SWKR 9917 DA M WY

ered in the light of the verse Grace is deceitful, and beauty . " 5 5
is vain; but a woman that fears the Lord, she will be praised 7Y K1 707 X7 Wppan 173 PR ’(b X? 5([773)

(Mishley / Proverbs 31:30). For the Holy One, blessed be ,55}1}1}'1 N7 "7 DR AWK MNRIY ,R00 NRT XX
He, values neither beauty nor riches, only fear of sin, as it is WX ]37735 PNYT O MNRIY , 0072 5501w 10D

said, A woman that fears the Lord, she will be praised. So [Lowm pTY MwYs 1 977 e ] M

was Abraham praised, as it is said, For I have known him, to ’ .= s \ S . s s
the end that he may command his children and his household DToR K722 °NYT° ANy °2 2N ,(D N WN-D)

after him, that they may keep the way of the Lord, to do righ- TR 713 IR X7 1271 ,(2° 20 N°WKRI2 OW) AN
teousness and justice (Bereshit / Genesis 18:19); and again, 9:0° ARTY 2K ° 13 WNNOA2 290 9900° HR '3
For now I know that you are a God fearing man (Bereshit / I (JD 19y TI’?J'P) SR Y170 99T S5anna

Genesis 22:12). Scripture says also, Thus says the Lord, Let " . s b
not the wise man be praised for his wisdom, But let him that is 17N TYY ATIRD TN POWW 1 ,220N10T R

praised, be praised for this, that he understands and knows Me 0°727) 7707 DRI ARIY L7370 XOR NRT PRI
(Jeremiah 9:22-23). Therefore, who is to be praised? He who 0N T ’]"’7873 =705 DX Y 252K ,(773 7

occupies himself with Torah from alef to tav. For this, in the 5 S
words, let him be praised for this, clearly refers to Torah, as PN WN-D) 51?3 DITAR YW AWK 2Py 0RIW

is said, And this is the Torah (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:44). 77N TN "]"5&?3 pinieli=irshRkriiniaie 7335‘7 a(n
Now Abraham kept the Torah from alef to tav, as is said, Be- F]"’?N?j MNYR T DY AR 200 DWR NI kY
cause Abraham listened to My voice (Bereshit / Genesis 26:5). ’51[773) S55=n0 X7 T DR TWR MK 70N T

Therefore, this Psalm, going from alef to tav, was composed e o \ 5 &b
about him. Likewise from alef to tav goes the Psalm A woman [17°n 791 7R TMNA DR WY 0TI ] ’( R

of valor (Mishley / Proverbs 31), composed about Sarah his
wife, as it is said, A woman that fears the Lord, she will be
praised. The two of them observed the Torah from alef to tav.
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2. Blessed is the man that delights greatly in His command- X277 DX AWY KOW 7R yDm ormnma 2
ments (Tehillim / Psalms 112:1). For Abraham kept the com- JIRM 7O PRI MR ,Anawa NOR LXK

mandments not under compulsion, but with delight, as is said, . "
That delights greatly in His commandments. Note that when X7 ’(N 0 WNW:) TEORD -Ib -Ib 130 12 N

the Holy One blessed be He, said to him, you are to get out PR 7277 WK DI -I]?’.' R7X ,RAIRD WY

of your country (Bereshit / Genesis 12:1), he did not go un- »W NX 072X 1P ,(7 2" N°WXI2 QW QW) ‘7
der compulsion, but instead willingly went, as the Lord had
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spoke unto him (Bereshit / Genesis 12:4), and took Sarai his wife
(Bereshit / Genesis 12:5). When the Holy One blessed be He
said to him he that is born in your house must be circumcised
(Bereshit / Genesis 17:13), he circumcised himself forthwith. In
the self same day was Abraham circumcised (Bereshit / Genesis
17:26). When God said to him Take now your son and offer
him for a burnt offering (Bereshit / Genesis 22:2), straight away,
Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his donkey, and
took Isaac his son (Bereshit / Genesis 22:3), for Abraham de-
lighted to do God’s commandment speedily. And after Isaac was
born and was born and was eight days old, Abraham presented
Isaac for circumcision, as is said, And Abraham circumcised his
son Isaac when he was eight days old (Bereshit / Genesis 21:4),
and in presenting him thus as an offering upon the altar, he pre-
pared a joyous feast. From this the Sages interpreted that it is
the duty of a man to prepare a joyous feast on the day that he is
privileged to circumcise his son, even as our father Abraham had
done, for it is said, And Abraham made a great feast Hence it is
said, Blessed is the man that delights greatly in His command-
ments. And what was Abraham’s reward?

His seed will be mighty upon earth (Tehillim / Psalms 112:2),
his seed referring to Isaac, for it is said In Isaac will seed be
called to you (Bereshit / Genesis 21:12). And where was Isaac’s
might? Isaac entreated the Lord for his wife, because she was
barren (Bereshit / Genesis 25:21), and is he not mighty whose
entreaty results in a barren woman’s bearing a child? A different
comment on His seed will be mighty upon earth, His seed refers
to Jacob, to whom it was said, But you Israel, My servant (Isaiah
41:8). And wherein was Jacob’s might? He strove with an an-
gel, and prevailed (Hosea 12:5) that is, he lifted up the angel and
threw him to the ground. The generation of the upright will be
blessed (Tehillim / Psalms 112:4). Who are the generation of the
upright? These are the generation of the upright? These are the
twelve tribes of Israel (Bereshit / Genesis 49:28).
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