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The Messiah the Son of God

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 2: 1-12. The Psalm begins by asking the question 3?
2:1 :p>-17 oonRYY 093 w3 Why are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain thing? (NASB)
The author goes on to say that the kings and rulers of the earth take counsel and stand against the Lord God
and his Mashiach (in°¥, anointed one, 2:2). The Hebrew phrase in°ningpin-n¥ 1pn11 means ““to tear their
fetters™ or ““to burst their bonds™ is a Hebraic metaphor for rebellion against the Lord and his Messiah. The
casting away of their cords (2:3) is suggestive these kings and rulers want nothing to do with God and the
One He establishes. The Scriptures then tell us that the Lord God Almighty scoffs at the nations and He will
speak to the nations saying *¥7p-77 19°¥-2¥ *37% °n01 ") “But as for Me, | have installed My King Upon
Zion, My holy mountain.” The Lord then says 7°n77> 017 *IX 7AR %12 °28 8 M7 P 2% a79ox: “I will surely
tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today | have begotten You.” This son that
the Lord has begotten, He will give dominion and power over them (2:8-9) and the kings and judges of the
earth are warned to worship the Lord with reverence showing respect and to rejoice with the fear of the Lord
in trembling. The nations of the earth are then warned to "X 1BX VYN Y23->3 777 172N | AIR-12 N2-PW2
2 °0in-22: ““Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath may
soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!”” (2:12). The Scriptures literally say 22-1p%1
“*kiss the son”” where ““to kiss™ the Son is an act of submission (1 Samuel 10:1) and the word ““Son” is not
the usual Hebrew word used but an Aramaic word for Son (72, bar). It is also interesting to discover while
studying the Ketuvei Shelachim (Apostolic Writings), Tehillim / Psalms 2 is used quite frequently and the
understanding of these Scriptures in the minds of the apostles is that these Scriptures are very messianic in
nature. This week we will look at the various uses of Tehillim / Psalms 2 throughout the NT and discuss how
these Scriptures have come to be used as a proof text documenting Yeshua the Messiah the only begotten
Son of God in the writings of the Tanach. (Tehillim / Psalms 2:1-2 — Acts 4:25-26, Tehillim / Psalms 2:7
— Acts 13:3, Hebrews 1:5 and 5:5, and Tehillim / Psalms 2:8-9 — Revelation 2:26-27, 12:5, and 19:15.)
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Tehillim / Psalms 2

2:1 Why are the nations in an uproar And the
peoples devising a vain thing? 2:2 The kings
of the earth take their stand And the rulers
take counsel together Against the Lord and
against His Anointed, saying, 2:3 ‘Let us tear
their fetters apart And cast away their cords
from us!” 2:4 He who sits in the heavens
laughs, The Lord scoffs at them. 2:5 Then He
will speak to them in His anger And terrify
them in His fury, saying, 2:6 ‘But as for Me, |
have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy
mountain.” 2:7 ‘I will surely tell of the decree
of the Lord: He said to Me, 'You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You. 2:8 'Ask of Me,
and [ will surely give the nations as Your
inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as
Your possession. 2:9 'You shall break them
with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like
earthenware.' 2:10 Now therefore, O kings,
show discernment; Take warning, O judges
of the earth. 2:11 Worship the Lord with
reverence And rejoice with trembling. 2:12
Do homage to the Son, that He not become
angry, and you perish in the way, For His
wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are
all who take refuge in Him! (NASB)
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Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 2

2:1 Why are the Gentiles disturbed, and the
nations murmuring vanity? 2:2 The kings of
the earth arise and the rulers will join together
to rebel in the Lord’s presence, and to strive
against his Anointed. 2:3 They say, “Let us
break their bonds, and let us throw off their
chains from us.” 2:4 The one who sits in
heaven will laugh; the word of the Lord will
mock at them. 2:5 Then he will speak to
them in his strength, and in his wrath he will
frighten them. 2:6 I have anointed my king,
and appointed him over my sanctuary. 2:7 [
will tell of the covenant of the Lord. He said:
“You are as dear to me as a son to a father
(abba), pure as if this day I had created you.”
2:8 Ask me and I will give the riches of the
Gentiles as your inheritance, the rulers of the
ends of the earth as your holding. 2:9 You
will shatter them as with a rod of iron, like a
potter’s vessel you will break them. 2:10 And
now, O kings, grow wise; accept discipline,
O princes of the earth. 2:11 Worship in the
presence of the Lord with fear, and pray with
trembling. 2:12 Accept instruction lest he be
angry, and you lose your way; for his wrath
will tarry a little. Happy all who trust in his
word! (EMC)

2:5 10T€ AOANGEL TPOG CLTOVG EV OPYM
0VTOL KOl €V T Bup® ovtov Tapaset
avTovg 2:6 gym de katestadnV Pactievg
VT CVTOL EML GOV OPOG TO OIYLOV CLTOV
2:7 SoyyeEA®V TO TPOCTAYLO KUPLOL
KUPLOG EEV TPOG LE VOGS MOV €l GL
EYM OMUEPOV YeYEVVNKO GE 2:8 autnoot
wap' eUov Kot dwo® oot gbvm v
KANPOVOLLOV GOV KOl TNV KOTOGYESY
OOV TO. TMEPOTO TNG YNG 2:9 molavelg
aUTOVG &V poPdm oCONPA MG GKELOG
KEPOUENS GLUVTPYELS owTovg 2:10 Ko
VOV BaGILELG GLVETE TOOELONTE TTOVTEG
ot Kpvovteg v ynv 2:11 dovAevcate T
Kuplo ev PoPw kot ayoriache avto gv
tpopm 2:12 dpatuche mardelog punmote
opylebn kvplog kot amorelsbe €& odov
dkatag otav ekkavdn ev toyel o Bupog
OLTOV HOKEPLOL TTAVTES Ol TEMOLB0TEG ETT'
avto (LXX)

Tehillim / Psalms Chapter 2

2:1 Wherefore did the heathen rage, and the
nations imagine vain things? 2:2 The kings
of the earth stood up, and the rulers gathered
themselves together, against the Lord, and
against his Christ; 2:3 saying, Let us break
through their bonds, and cast away their yoke
from us. 2:4 He that dwells in the heavens
shall laugh them to scorn, and the Lord shall
mock them. 2:5 Then shall he speak to them
in his anger, and trouble them in his fury. 2:6
But I have been made king by him on Sion his
holy mountain, 2:7 declaring the ordinance of
the Lord: the Lord said to me, Thou art my
Son, to-day have I begotten thee. 2:8 Ask of
me, and [ will give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance, and the ends of the earth for thy
possession. 2:9 Thou shalt rule them with a
rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces
as a potter’s vessel. 2:10 Now therefore
understand, ye kings: be instructed, all ye
that judge the earth. 2:11 Serve the Lord
with fear, and rejoice in him with trembling.
2:12 Accept correction, lest at any time the
Lord be angry, and ye should perish from the
righteous way: whensoever his wrath shall
be suddenly kindled, blessed are all they that
trust in him.

The first occurrence of Tehillim / Psalms 2 in the Apostolic Writings is taken from Tehillim / Psalms
2:1-2 and used by Peter and John while speaking to the Jewish leadership in Acts 4:25-26.

Acts 4:18

4:18 And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the
name of Jesus. 4:19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “‘Whether it is right in the sight
of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; 4:20 for we cannot stop speaking
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about what we have seen and heard.” 4:21 When they had threatened them further, they let them
go (finding no basis on which to punish them) on account of the people, because they were all glo-
rifying God for what had happened; 4:22 for the man was more than forty years old on whom this
miracle of healing had been performed. 4:23 When they had been released, they went to their own
companions and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 4:24 And when
they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, ‘O Lord, it is You who made
the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 4:25 who by the Holy Spirit, through
the mouth of our father David Your servant, said, “Why did the Gentiles rage, And the peoples devise
futile things? 4:26 ‘The kings of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together
Against the Lord and against His Christ.” 4:27 “For truly in this city there were gathered together
against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 4:28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to
occur. (NASB)

The disciples after having been warned not to teach or speak of Yeshua in Acts 4:25-26 use Tehillim
/ Psalms 2 to recognize that the nations and their leaders rage against God and against Yeshua, and that the
things that the rulers devise against God is futile, the Lord will prevail. The Lord’s prevailing is in the res-
urrection and the glory of the holy servant Yeshua the Messiah.

The next reference from Tehillim / Psalms 2 is taken from Tehillim / Psalms 2:7 and used by the
Apostles in Acts 13:3, Hebrews 1:5 and 5:5.

Acts 13:33
13:33 that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also writ-
ten in the second Psalm, “You are My Son; today have begotten You.” (NASB)

Hebrews 1:5
1:5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, ‘You are My Son, Today | have begotten You’? And
again, ‘I will be a Father to Him And He shall be a Son to Me’?

Hebrews 5:5
5:5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him,
“You are My Son, Today | have begotten You’; (NASB)

According to the Scripture references found in the Apostolic Writings, Paul and Barnabas in Acts 13:33 say
that God has fulfilled His promise to their children by raising Yeshua up, again here we find the resurrection
as the proof of who Yeshua is, the Messiah, the chosen one of God and His life was laid down on our behalf.
The scripture from Tehillim / Psalms 2:7 is used as a proof text of who Yeshua is, the Son of the living God.
In the book of Hebrews, the author writes which of the Angels did God say Today you are My son (Hebrews
1:5). The glorification of the Son rests upon the fact that Yeshua is the son of the Father in Heaven. The
King glorifies His only Son and the Scriptures indicate that it is in the sonship of Christ the Messiah that
authority has been given.

As noted above, the Apostles reference to Tehillim / Psalms 2:7 is interesting, but it is particularly
interesting to examine the differences that we find in translation between the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek
texts shown below.
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YAAMOI 2:7

2:7 daryyeAA®V TO TPOGTAYLLO KUPLOV KVPLOG ETEV TPOG LLE VIOG LLOV €L GV EYM GNLLEPOV YEYEVVIKO GE

The Hebrew text literally says ““I declare the statute of the Lord, He said unto Me, you | today have be-
gotten You.” (7°PR7?> 0197 IR 1AK 212 V98 MR 71 PN 9N 77908 1), The Aramaic translation (Targum
Pseudo-Jonathan) translates as ““I tell of the covenant of the Lord, He said to me, beloved one, I will be like
a Father to you, innocent as if this day | created you .” (IR R2R? 122 29217 °7 MR 7777 X2OP SVNWR T
270772 T XA 19K IROT NIX OY). The Greek translation from the LXX says “Declaring the order of the
Lord, the Lord said to me, my son you are, | today engendered you.” (diayyeAAmv 10 TPOGTAYLO KVPLOV
KUPLOG EUTEV TTPOG LLE VIOG OV EL GV EYM GNUEPOV YEYEVVNKO GE)

The Hebrew text in Tehillim / Psalms 2:7 begins saying 11 2% 17790 the first word 7750X inter-
estingly is derived from the root word 790 meaning ““to count, number, or tell.”” The Scripture is saying
that he is ““‘numbering or counting™ the statute of the Lord. The numbering or counting of the statutes /
ordinances of the Lord is synonymous with keeping track of and doing the commandments. Here the author
is keeping track of what God is doing. The Lord is establishing His King upon Zion, His holy mountain
(Tehillim / Psalms 2:6), and in doing so He has begotten a Son for this purpose (Tehillim / Psalms 2:7) with
a connection to the Messiah in Tehillim / Psalms 2:2. It is interesting in the Aramaic translation, the dec-
laration (numbering) of the statutes is translated as X1 P SYNWR *“proclaiming the covenant™ of the Lord.
The proclamation of the covenant of God is deeply rooted within the concept of numbering or counting
taking for example from Parashat Emor (Vayikra / Leviticus 23:13-21). The numbering (counting) of days
and parts of the offerings is a very important part of the system of Korbanot (Sacrifices) in the Torah. In
Vayikra / Leviticus 23:12-21 Moshe instructs the priests to be careful to measure the grain offering and to
count the days following the Shabbat in order to bring a new grain offering before the Lord (2D7991 0
NY AWa NAWT NIORR TV TV 0N DR NINQY YAy A9RT Y-N8 00802 0t nawn namen a3k
23:15 ,717°7 AW AnIn ap2pm o o°wng 17990 You shall also count for yourselves from the day after
the sabbath, from the day when you brought in the sheaf of the wave offering; there shall be seven complete
sabbaths. 23:16 'You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh sabbath; then you shall present a new
grain offering to the Lord. (NASB))

Vayikra / Leviticus 23:13-21

23:13 'Its grain offering shall then be two-tenths of an ephah
of fine flour mixed with oil, an offering by fire to the Lord for
a soothing aroma, with its drink offering, a fourth of a hin of
wine. 23:14 'Until this same day, until you have brought in the
offering of your God, you shall eat neither bread nor roasted
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grain nor new growth. It is to be a perpetual statute throughout
your generations in all your dwelling places. 23:15 "You shall
also count for yourselves from the day after the sabbath, from
the day when you brought in the sheaf of the wave offering;
there shall be seven complete sabbaths. 23:16 "You shall count
fifty days to the day after the seventh sabbath; then you shall
present a new grain offering to the Lord. (NASB)
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23:17 "You shall bring in from your dwelling places two loaves
of bread for a wave offering, made of two-tenths of an ephah;
they shall be of a fine flour, baked with leaven as first fruits
to the Lord. 23:18 'Along with the bread you shall present
seven one year old male lambs without defect, and a bull of
the herd and two rams; they are to be a burnt offering to the
Lord, with their grain offering and their drink offerings, an
offering by fire of a soothing aroma to the Lord. 23:19 '"You
shall also offer one male goat for a sin offering and two male
lambs one year old for a sacrifice of peace offerings. 23:20
'"The priest shall then wave them with the bread of the first
fruits for a wave offering with two lambs before the Lord; they
are to be holy to the Lord for the priest. 23:21 'On this same
day you shall make a proclamation as well; you are to have a
holy convocation. You shall do no laborious work. It is to be
a perpetual statute in all your dwelling places throughout your

=11-222 0%V NRM AWYD KD 772y NIRFN-H3 | generations. (NASB)

02°N77 0 nay:

The rabbis who translated Targum Pseudo-Jonathan into Aramaic took the meaning of the phrase 7208

P71 ¥ to be rooted in covenant language and therefore translated the text to say ““tell of the covenant” of
the Lord. Throughout the Scriptures, in the Torah, we learn that relationships, those specifically with the
Lord, are established in the covenantal form. A covenant that is made with the Lord is permanent, firm,
and unmovable. This is the meaning we derive from the Aramaic text, the word X1 that is taken from the

Hebrew word 032 meaning “to raise, or stand up,” X2°p therefore has the meaning “existence, duration,
permanence,” the covenant of God is permanent and unmoving. This draws to memory the declaration of
the Lord in Parashat Bekhukotai (Vayikra / Leviticus 26:9-12) the Scriptures say QAN °1°72-NX DR
“I will establish my covenant with you™ and the word for establishing is the same word X1 / D1 in the
establishment or raising up of the covenant indicating the permanence of the covenant that God is making
with us.

Vayikra / Leviticus 26:9-12

26:9 'So I will turn toward you and make you fruitful and
multiply you, and I will confirm My covenant with you. 26:10
"You will eat the old supply and clear out the old because of the
new. 26:11 'Moreover, I will make My dwelling among you,
and My soul will not reject you. 26:12 'l will also walk among
you and be your God, and you shall be My people. (NASB)
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The Aramaic translation goes on to say “He said to me, beloved one, | will be like a Father to you, innocent
as if this day | created you .”” (77 X212 12°KD 7IRIT NIX °2 DX R2AR? 723 2°277 %9 MR TI°T R2OP OVNWR

:70°72). There is an obvious difficulty with this translation from the Hebrew text, if this is a reference to the
eternal Son of God (Yeshua the Messiah), the living Word of God (John 1:1-14), then His being ““created”

poses a problem, the Word (Memra, X772°%) of the Lord is eternal and does not pass away. But as with any
translation, we need to return to the Masoretic text (Hebrew) in order to sort out these difficulties. It is also
important to keep in mind that the Targum translation is considered a later translation and scholars believe
the translation came even as late as the 8th Century CE. It is also interesting that Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo ben
Isaac, 1040-1105 CE), author of influential Biblical and Talmudic commentaries does not mention Targum
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Pseudo Jonathan. Therefore, this translation, being a late translation, it may be possible that the translator
of the Aramaic was aware of the use of this Scripture in the Apostolic Writings and translated the ““Son” as
having been “created” knowing the difficulty it would present for those who believed that Yeshua is eternal
as the Word of the Living God become flesh (John 1:1-14).

Now, let’s consider a much earlier translation, the Septuagint (LXX) the oldest known Greek trans-
lation of the Tanach (OT) dated to the 3rd century BCE, said to have been translated by 72 Hebrew scholars
or rabbis. The Greek translation of the LXX predates Yeshua and Christianity and therefore provides an
earlier more reliable translation of the Masoretic text than that of the Targumim. I say more reliable since
a anti-Christian (anti-Yeshua) sentiment would be absent from the minds of the translators. The Greek
translation from the LXX says “Declaring the order of the Lord, the Lord said to me, my son you are, | to-
day engendered you.” (StoyyeEAA®V TO TPOGTAYLLO KUPLOV KVPLOG EITTEV TPOG LE VIOG LLOV EL GV EY® GNUEPOV
veyevvnka og). Here, we find the LXX us of the word yeyevvnka from the Greek stem yevved meaning “to
engender, beget, give rise to, offspring.” The LXX translation of the Masoretic text appears to be correct

in the sense of the use of the Hebrew word J°A 77’ meaning ““to give birth, beget, give rise to.” The LXX
confirms that very early it is believed that God can beget a son, and this verse (Tehillim / Psalms 2:7) in its
use by the Apostles in the Scriptures suggeststhey are understood to be Messianic in nature.

The next set of Scriptures that utilize Tehillim / Psalms 2 are Tehillim / Psalms 2:8-9 in Revelation
2:26-27, 12:5, and 19:15.

Revelation 2:26-27

2:26 ‘He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him | will give authority over
the nations; 2:27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to
pieces, as | also have received authority from My Father; (NASB)

Revelation 12:5
12:5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and
her child was caught up to God and to His throne. (NASB)

Revelation 19:15
19:15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and
He will rule them with a rod of iron and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the
Almighty. (NASB)

These Scriptures utilize Tehillim / Psalms 2:8-9 as a reference to the “rod of iron” and the authority our
Father in Heaven has given Yeshua. In each reference here found in Hitgalut / Revelation is with respect to
the ruling of nations over kings and peoples throughout the earth. The Scripture found in Tehillim / Psalms
2:8-9 along with the references in Hitgalut / Revelation, utilize messianic source material from Parashat
Vayechi (Bereshit / Genesis 47:28-50:26) the final chapters of the book of Genesis. The opening verses in
the Parashah from the Torah tell us that Jacob (Yisrael) lived in the land of Mitzrayim (Egypt) seventeen
years and the total years of his life were 147 years. Before Jacob died he asked Joseph saying *n23vy
WA 12 VAP 27 AT IR KD 177272 TPYR VIR IR DN2R32 "INT2R) D8RR IDRY "NIR-0Y
47:30 7w WRI-2Y 2R but when | lie down with my fathers, you shall carry me out of Egypt and bury
me in their burial place.” And he said, ‘I will do as you have said.” Joseph takes his two sons Manasseh and
Ephraim and has Jacob bless them (48:1-2). Jacob tells Joseph that these two sons (Manasseh and Ephraim)
will be his (48:5) and declares that Joseph’s descendants after him shall be called after their names (48:6).
Jacob recounts the death of his wife Rachael (48:7-9). Jacob blesses Joseph’s children placing Ephraim

6 Copyright © 2012 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 2 | 2 2°%°7n 790 —

(second born) before Manasseh (first born) saying the younger will be greater than the older (48:10-20) -03
D°3a7-X97 27 39 27 2730 TuRd 1PIR 02IR) 273 X, Jacob then proceeds to make statements against
his sons on account of what they had done while in the land of Canaan (49:1-26). In the midst of Jacob’s
blessing over his sons he provides us with a Messianic expectation in his statements to Judah saying -X?
49:10 Dony NaR> 91 20 R22-5 7Y 1730 120 PRI ATIT°) VAW 102 The scepter shall not depart from
Judah, Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of
the peoples. (NASB) Jacob dies and Joseph and his brothers bury him in the land of Canaan (49:29-50:14).
Joseph’s brothers seek forgiveness and ask that he have mercy on them for their transgressions. Joseph
assures them that they need not fear. The final verses of sefer Bereshit (N°WX22 790) tell of the death of
Joseph, he lived 110 years and then he died, was embalmed and placed in an Egyptian coffin (50:15-26).
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2900 DIW-1271 170 Oy V90 2

In the blessing that Jacob made over Judah, he says 2% K22-"3 7¥ 1737 127 PRI 07171 VY M0-K?
49:10 D°ny nap> ﬁb] The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. (NASB) According to the text, the
scepter / staff (W3¥) will not depart from Judah (717377°%) or from between his feet (1°237 1°27%) until Shiloh
comes (77°% X22->3 7Y) and to him will be the obedience of the people (2°2¥ NJR> 12)). Based on this
context, the ruling scepter (staff) will not leave until this person named ““Shiloh” comes. Shiloh (;T?°%) is
understood as a reference to the Messiah, where the word Shiloh signifies the way in which he will come,
“the peaceful one.” (Easton’s Dictionary)

In order to gain some insight on the meaning of the ““rod of iron” from Tehillim / Psalms 2:8-9 and
the interpretation of this verse in Bereshit / Genesis 49:10, we begin by looking at various translations in
an attempt to find connections in the Tanach that may help us to understand the early interpretation on the
messianic nature of this verse. The Latin Vulgate translates verse 49:10 as (non auferetur sceptrum de luda
et dux de femoribus eius donec veniat qui mittendus est et ipse erit expectatio gentium) ““he who is to be
sent and he shall be the expectation of the nations.” The Latin translators understood this verse to refer to
““one who is to be sent” indicating Shiloh is a particular reference to a very important person. The Greek
translation of this verse found in the Septuagint (LXX) (00x éxAeiyer dpywv é Tovda kel 1yodpevos éx T@v
unp@v adtod Ewg &v EAOy T& dmokeiueva avT® Kol avToG poadokin éQvav) translates as “until that which is
his shall come to Shiloh.” The NASB has this verse translated as ““till Shiloh comes™ interpreting Shiloh to
be a proper name. There also maybe one connection in the Tanach, a parallel to the one who comes accord-
ing to the prophet Yeshayahu / Isaiah 9:5-6 1% R ¥0W-5Y Awna oM 12-101 12 19-72° 792-2 1
IR27RR-231 M7 REI-PY vR-TR D199 nwna [N27n7] 02007 1 0ihw-0w TY-"a8 1923 DR Y KD
9:6 :NXT-TYYA NIRIAX 73T DRIP DQIV-7V) "RYH TRTE LAWHI ATV ANR 17277 For a child will be
born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 9:7 There will be no end to the
increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and
to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
accomplish this. (NASB) With the help of the various translations and other verses found within the Tanach,
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our understanding of “the peaceful one”” (Shiloh, 772°%) is this an early reference in the Scriptures to refer

to ““Sar Shalom” (2¥7W-) the “prince of peace,” the one who comes and will be called Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Eternal Father?

In the Scriptures, Shiloh was a place of rest, a city of Ephraim (2°79X) ““on the north side of Beth-
el”” which is a distance of about 10 miles (Shoftim / Judges 21:19, 72 | @2 2W2 AYT2-20 737 1HKN
133297 2331 MW PR-N2n A7V 7007 Wawa nmm 28-n"27 711987 IWR). In this place of Shiloh the
tabernacle was set up after the conquest of the Promised Land according to Joshua 18:1-10. Was this place
of rest an peace named Shiloh and was the Ark of the Covenant placed tehre because of the Torah reference
to Shiloh in Sefer Bereshit? The Tabernacle remained in Shiloh until the Ark of the Covenant fell into the
hands of the Philistines. This location (Shiloh) was also referred to by the prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah
7:12-14, 26:4-9) approximately 500 years after the destruction of that place. Looking at a few translations
(English, Latin, and Greek) on Bereshit / Genesis 49:10 there does appear to be some differences in opin-
ion on the meaning of the Hebrew text (English: ““until Shiloh comes,” Latin: ““he who is to be sent,”” and
Greek: “until that which is his shall come to Shiloh™). Needless to say though, the text clearly states that
this scepter will not part from Judah until the coming of Shiloh.

To gain further insight into the interpretation and meaning of Bereshit / Genesis 49:10, let’s look at
the Aramaic translation of this verse from the Targumim Onkelos, Pseudo-Jonathan, Neofiti, FTP GN, and
FTV GN.

2°-77 P10 WX PIB NOWRA2 950 DIPIIN 211N N NwAD

TR 1 IO PIT2N? T3 292 7Y PRON T AT DTV 72 KOOI K RDTR DX A T
277 X372 X3INY RRTO XY " 107 1 K "3 THIWD FRWRY TRTRN 1 TRTR TR
PPYIVINT K27 12 K722 RIIND Q1PN W7 1) KNP 70 W91 *73 KUR 1T W AP
RO RO AT NPWR DT TY RR9Y 7Y T3 330 K20V TP 12T WAV TP TN
TV A2 0 MO R TE I AT P XBY RNRY 2NV MO? K 1KY Weay? A7)
TPROY 20 :PIYIE) WA VY K K 703 AP 20 MIIN T Y 199N RV

RIY V7Y MRV OYRR TN, M2 Y PO 733 *nim:

The text of Bereshit / Genesis 49:10 translated into Aramaic reveals that this verse is understood as mes-

sianic from ancient times. The Targum Onkelos states RiJ>W? N7 T¥ XYY meaning “until the Messiah
comes.” So the translators of the Hebrew text to Aramaic believed Shiloh to be a name of the Messiah.
Below is a list comparing Bereshit / Genesis 49:10 from the Masoretic text shown along side of the Aramaic
translations from the Targum Onkelos, Pseudo Jonathan, Neofiti, FTP Genesis, and FTV Genesis.

2°=17 2102 ¥R P95 NOWNN2 950 1% DN
DMy NIR? 121 727 K202 7Y Y930 Pan pRi A7 VY Mo-KD

5 PI0D VX PND MWK DD DWPIIN 2IAN
RO 7 RTIDITT R 0T TV RNV TY 10120 RI99) AT 02T U T2y TV RY
SRMANY NYRNW? 7991 XM

5 PI0D WA PID NOWRN2 TS0 (NI 17200
RITWA RI71 N 97 JAT 79 79071 RDTIR 9DYRND 1PID01 3717° NPT PO P92 1PPoD R
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Comparing these various Aramaic translations (shown above), it is interesting to note that Targum Pseu-
do-Jonathan says ““until the time when the King Messiah will come, the youngest of his sons, and because of

him nations shall melt away” (*7 727 T¥ 7°Y17 RDTIR 99K 1971901 77I7° N°277 1P05HWY 1251 PPoo KXY
X1 1101°0° 77997723 2112 YT RAOWH RI972 °N). In each of these Aramaic translations, the one who is
coming (Shiloh, 772°%) is the “king Messiah” (X1°WnT X277). Each of these translations say essentially the
same thing R°Wn °10°°7 7Y (Onkelos, “until Messiah comes™), X°Wn X371 N 7 127 7Y (Pseudo-Jona-
than, ““until the time the King Messiah comes™), X>w X291 N»7 117V (Neofiti, “until the King Messiah
comes”), RIPWHT RI7M N7 1178 (FTP Genesis, “until the King Messiah comes™), and X277 N7 117y

RwnT (FTV Genesis, “until the King Messiah comes™). As a result of the Aramaic translations, there is
much to be said in the Rabbinic literature, such as in Midrash Rabbah on Bereshit (Genesis) on the messian-
ic nature of this verse centered on the scepter (staff) that will not depart from Judah. The rabbinic literature
states that this verse alludes to the Messiah Son of David (see Midrash Rabbah on Genesis 97, 98 parashah
8, and 99 parashah 8). The main interpretation that we can take from the Midrashic literature is that these
verses are in fact messianic in nature!

While searching the Targumim for the Aramaic translations of this verse (Bereshit / Genesis 49:10)
the FTP and FTV Genesis provides us with additional ancient texts that confirm the other Targum transla-
tions. While attempting to find information on these Targumim (FTP and FTV GN) I come across a book
titled “Tehiyyat Ha-Metim: The Resurrection of the Dead in the Palestinian Targums of the Pentateuch and
Parallel Traditions in Classical Rabbinic Literature” by Harry Sysling. Harry Sysling looks at the rabbinic
concept of the “Tehiyyat Ha-Metim,”” meaning ““the revivification of the dead” referring to the future re-
union of the body and soul (the Resurrection). In the Rabbinic literature it is taught when the human body
dies, its soul leaves the body. On page 31 of Harry Sysling’s book he describes the FTP and FTV as being
“Fragment-Targums™ (FT); these Targum fragments are regarded as critical glosses (adding an explanatory
note) to the Targum Onkelos. Scholars are not certain whether these Targumim were part of a complete
Targum or were only used as select passages for liturgy during the festivals. The FT Targumim was trans-
mitted to us in several MSS which show considerable differences when compared, essentially these were
translations with commentary. The edition of MSS P (FTP) was published by M. Ginsburger in 1899, and
contained supplements from MSS V (FTV). Little can be said on the dating of the FT Targumim, scholars
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have concluded that the Aramaic does not belong to the Middle Aramaic and has affinities with older texts
written in standard literary Aramaic. Scholars have concluded that the FTP and FTV are fairly reliable
witnesses to Jewish Palestinian Aramaic of the late period of Aramaic between 200-700 CE. This date is
consistent with the compilation of the Targum Onkelos where Onkelos is the author who is attributed to
having made the Aramaic translation of the Pentateuch in the 2nd century CE.

According to Ginsburg’s Masoretic text, there is a Qere and Ketiv noted on the word “Shiloh” (°
DoRY N 991 A9 X22-02 TV 1730 AR PRIN A7) VAW 1I0°-X? ) this note is indicated by the word
*““Shiloh” shown in bold above. The note in the marginal Masorah gives the Qere (what is to be read) say-
ing that what is written is 772°% and what is to be read is 12°W. It appears that the Masorah is providing a
“plene” (full) spelling of the word as opposed to the defective spelling. Noted earlier, the NASB translates
this as ““until Shiloh comes,” the translators understood Shiloh to be a noun whereas the NIV and RSV say
“until he comes to whom it belongs.” It appears that the NIV and RSV take the reading from the Masorah

920, and / or from the LXX that reads £wg &v A0 T& dmokeipeva adTd saying “until that which is reserved
comes to him.”” This suggests that the translators of both the English and Greek translations read the Qere

from the Masorah 17°% to be 17 + W where the letter “shin” (¥’) most of the time acts as a conjunction, how-

ever in this construction ¥ acts as a pronoun “used to indicate a specific person or thing”” meaning “that is
to him”” or ““that what belongs to him.”” The important point here is that our attention is drawn to the word
*““Shiloh” in both the Masoretic text and the Targumim to be referring to one who will come that is associated
with ruling with a scepter and to him will be the obedience of the peoples. This sounds a lot of what is being
described in Tehillim / Psalms 2.

The Messianic expectation of this verse indicates that the one who is coming will be from the tribe
of Judah. He will be a ruler and king over Yisrael. He will gather the peoples (note that in each case, both

Hebrew and Aramaic that peoples is written in the plural form 2°%¥). The gathering of the peoples (2°1Y)
draws a parallel with the covenant blessing God gave to Abraham in Parashat Lech Lecha (Bereshit / Gen-
esis 12:3) TMIRT NN2YH 93 72 137211 IRK 777271 22720 727281 A that “in your seed all the families,
nations, and peoples of the earth will be blessed.”” (Note also that after the Akedah God explicitly says “in
your seed” all the families will be blessed.) This Shiloh that comes will command the obedience of the
people meaning that he will draw their willing allegiance. Who else could this possibly be than the Messiah
Yeshua Himself? The words Jacob makes about Judah singles out Judah stating the blessing that will come
upon all peoples will be given through the tribe of Judah that is descended from Abraham. The individual
that comes from the tribe of Judah will rule and be victorious to gather the allegiance of the peoples of the
world.

As we study this verse Bereshit / Genesis 49:10, this one who will come reminds us of the very first
prophecy in Bereshit / Genesis 3:15 that states X177 7Y 1721 YT 121 AWKRT 772 P2 UK | 72X W0
2PV NN TAR) WX 79I through the “seed of the woman” would come one who would slay the serpent
(the deceiver). He (the Messiah) will crush your head (¥X7) and that the serpent will crush his heal (2pY).
Eve (Chavah) probably thought that her first born son would do this thing but it turned out her son Cain

was a murderer. The slaying of righteous Abel required that the promised ““seed” would descend through
another child and we read that a third son was born whose name was Seth. The Scriptures state in Bereshit
/ Genesis 4:26 71 W32 XIPY 20 IR WIIR YAaW-nR KR 12-720 R37-03 DWW that it is the descendants
of Seth (NY) who began to call upon the name of the Lord (711> o2 X17). Bereshit 4:26 indicates for us
that these sons of Seth had faith in God who would deliver mankind by the promise seed God had declared
to Adam and Chavah. From this point on the world became increasingly evil and the Scriptures say that
God saw the men of the earth and that their hearts were constant to do evil every day according to Bereshit

/ Genesis 6:1-6 (D1°7-72 ¥ 27 127 NN I¥2-721 ¥R DTN NPT 727 %3 71 872 God also saw that
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Noach was the only Tzaddik (Righteous man) remaining on the earth (Bereshit / Genesis 6:6-9). After the
great flood, God chose Shem through who the line of the Messiah would come where Noach prophesied say-

ing 1% 72¥ 1912 °7°1 oW 02K 71177 7372 R that the blessing would come through Shem and not through

Canaan or Japheth. Note also that “Shem” (2%) means ““name” and so there is a self revelation that is taking
place, it is in “the name” that God continues His promise and His blessing and ultimately in the name of
Yeshua whereby we are saved (Acts 4:12). Abraham was descended from Shem by the 10™ generation from
Noach. Abraham was the first to offer up his only begotten son (his own promised seed) as a sacrifice on
Mount Moriah in the exact location of the future Temple in Jerusalem. In Jewish tradition this test is known

as the Akedah 177PY meaning ““binding.” The Akedah was a representation of our Father’s sacrifice of the
Son of God for the sins of humanity. After the offering of Isaac, God promised Abraham that in your seed

all the nations of the earth will be blessed because you have obeyed my voice (Bereshit / Genesis 22:18, >

fffff

(Genesis) God promises and reiterates the covenant (Abraham: Bereshit / Genesis 12:1-3, 13:14-18, 15:4-
5, 17:1-8, 18:18, and 22:18, Isaac: Bereshit / Genesis 26:3-4 and 26:23-24, and Jacob: Bereshit / Genesis
28:10-14 and 35:9-12). The coming of the seed of Abraham was reaffirmed by God no less than 10 times
in the Torah. As a result, it came to be known that the Redeemer would come from the “God of Abraham,

and Moshe writes/states in Shemot / Exodus 3:6 and 3:15. Yeshua Himself stated that “Salvation is from
the Jews” according to John 4:22 to the woman at the well. It is here at the end of the life of Jacob, the end
of the Patriarchal line that we learn again of the coming Redeemer. Before Jacob died he called his sons
together in order to bless them as we read in Bereshit / Genesis 49:1-28. Jacob (Jacob) foretold that from
the tribe of Judah would come the Messiah. The scepter will not depart from Judah nor shall the staff from
between his feet until Shiloh comes and to him be the obedience of the peoples (49:10).

What we learn from this study on Tehillim / Psalms 2:8-9 and Bereshit / Genesis 49:10 along with
the various translations into English, Latin, Greek, and Aramaic, the meaning of the word ““Shiloh” has
been debated among scholars and translators throughout time. According to the Hebrew translation, the
word ““Shiloh” comes from the word ““she-10"> (Marginal Masorah) meaning ““that is his” or “that belongs
to him.” This scepter refers to “‘kingly authority” and that kingly authority would be given in the tribe of
Judah until the Messiah appears at which time he will reign as the supreme leader of all peoples. This in-
terpretation is the basis for the Aramaic translations having all written (translated) the Hebrew text as X271
N°Wwn “the king messiah.” As a result of this, “Shiloh” refers to the establishment of the kingdom of God
upon the earth where we get the image of the coming Messiah. If the word ““Shiloh” is to be correctly under-
stood as a proper name, then this just may be the very first occurrence of a name given to the Messiah in the
Scriptures, the one in whom peace and rest comes and in the naming of the place “Shiloh” where the Ark of
the Covenant rested for a time all of which is directing our attention to Yeshua the Messiah, our atonement
will be found and is today in Yeshua the Messiah! Despite the various translations of the Hebrew text and
disagreement on the meaning of the word ““Shiloh” it cannot be argued that Jacob’s blessing gives us the
prophetic authority that the tribe of Judah would be through whom the Messiah would appear. This is the
basis for the hope of Mashiach ben David (717-12 7°Wwn) “Messiah Son of David,” its origin begins starting
with Bereshit / Genesis 49:10.

According to Moshe in Sefer Bereshit (Book of Genesis) the Promised Seed was to be born of a
woman (Bereshit / Genesis 3:15) and was to dwell in the *““tents of Shem”” (Bereshit / Genesis 9:26, n9> 712
17 72 1932 70 DW-"0082 1OW N9 0%19R); to dwell in the “tents of the Name™” in the Name of the Lord
God Almighty. Jacob’s prophecy states ¥ :7°2% 12 77 NIAYS T°2K 792 970 TOX P70 798 773 1
49:8 :331°R7 "1 N°2727 NI 127 Y72 D%V "33 Aun 73 72X 3 “Judah, your brothers shall praise
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you; Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father’s sons shall bow down to you. 49:9 ‘Judah
is a lion’s whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies down as a lion, And as a lion,

who dares rouse him up? (NASB) The tribe of Judah (Yehuda) will be known as 717X 713 a “Young Lion”
who will be praised and made victorious and to rule over the others (the other tribes) and Scripture says
“who will rouse him up” meaning who would dare come against him. From the tribe of Judah would come
the Messiah, the anointed King of Yisrael and whose authority would obtain the loyalty and obedience of all
the peoples of the World (49:10). Remember, one day, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess
that He is Lord! (Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:9-11, Isaiah 45:23) As a result, the prophets declare and
foretell the greatness of this ““Young Lion” that comes from the tribe of Judah, He is none other than Yeshua
the Messiah, the Son of God. Therefore, the author of Tehillim / Psalms 2 was writing of God’s Messiah, the
One whom God has begotten, and who will rule with an iron scepter who will be given power and authority
forever and ever, Amen! The apostles understood Tehillim / Psalms 2 to be very messianic in nature and
used these Scriptures to support their belief of Who Yeshua is. He is the One in whom every knee will bow
and every tongue will confess, that He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings, the God Almighty. Praise this
Holy Name forever and ever. Amen! Let’s pray.

Christian Commentary

This Psalm is indeed Messianic in nature describing how the nations plot against the Lord and His
Messiah (JWn-237 73-2Y 702-17031 223197 vIR-"29% | 12%°0° 1) and as a result the Lord laughs at
them and tells them how He has established His King (Tehillim / Psalms 2:4-7). The Scriptures indicate
that the Messiah is speaking these words 2:7 J°R7?? 017 *IX TAX °12 %98 WK 7172 PR OR 771908 7“1 will
surely tell of the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, “You are My Son, Today | have begotten You. (NASB)
The Messiah is the Son of God and the Lord will give Him the nations as His inheritance (Tehillim / Psalms
2:7-9) and a warning is given to serve the Lord. The Scriptures say that all are happy who seek refuge
in Him (Tehillim / Psalms 2:12, 12 "0i1-92 WX 8% 0yn2 92-73 777 17280) | 9I%0-19 12-1791 )
stating the blessedness (*1X) of those who seek refuge in Him (72 °Qin-92 WX). Edinburgh states that
this Psalm exhibits the ideal situation in the universal dominion of the monarch and the vain plotting of the
nations (Reference the commentary: The International Critical Commentary on the book of Psalms (2 volumes), 2005, Varda
Books, T & T Clark, Edinburgh). Such a situation never emerged out of the history of Israel. It is believed that
the poet idealizes the dynasty of David that will take shape into a world power similar to that of Assyria or
Babylon, who held world wide dominion by those such as Persia and Alexander. The Psalm states that the

seat of dominion is on the holy mountain of Zion ("W72-73 71°X). So the poet was not thinking of Greek
kings because the king cites a divine word (%7p) a title to His dominion. This is based on the covenant

made by the Lord God with David according to 2 Samuel 7:11-16 and 1 Chronicles 17:10-14 where the
seed of David is the Son of God. So, according to Tehillim / Psalms 2, this person, is established as King,
Messiah, and Son of God, that is of the seed of David. Tehillim / Psalms 2:7 2% 2% 7)1 P17 28 71908 7
AT 0177 °IX 7AX °12 use of the words F°AT?? 01°7 °IX “today | have begotten you” speaks of a birthday,
the giving birth of this King, and the setting up of the King upon Zion. Now according to the Scriptures,
David was not established as king on Zion but at Horeb first by Judah (2 Samuel 2:1-4) and then years later
by all of the tribes of Israel in 2 Samuel 5:1-3. After ruling for seven years from Hebron, David captured
Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:4-9) and the covenant is established by the Lord that confirms his dominion there
in Jerusalem. Tehillim / Psalms 2 clearly has the Messianic dynasty in view and based upon the covenant
that God has made with David, this Messiah will have everlasting dominion, and this universal dominion is
connected to the universal rule of God.
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2 Samuel 7:11-16

7:11 even from the day that I commanded judges to be over
My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your ene-
mies. The Lord also declares to you that the Lord will make
a house for you. 7:12 “‘When your days are complete and you
lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant af-
ter you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish
his kingdom. 7:13 ‘He shall build a house for My name, and I
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 7:14 ‘T will be
a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits
iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes
of the sons of men, 7:15 but My lovingkindness shall not depart
from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from
before you. 7:16 ‘Your house and your kingdom shall endure
before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever.
(NASB)
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1 Chronicles 17:10-14

17:10 even from the day that I commanded judges to be over
My people Israel. And I will subdue all your enemies. More-
over, I tell you that the Lord will build a house for you. 17:11
‘When your days are fulfilled that you must go to be with your
fathers, that I will set up one of your descendants after you,
who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom.
17:12 ‘He shall build for Me a house, and I will establish his
throne forever. 17:13 ‘I will be his father and he shall be My
son; and I will not take My lovingkindness away from him, as
I took it from him who was before you. 17:14 ‘But I will settle
him in My house and in My kingdom forever, and his throne
shall be established forever”* (NASB)

Edinburgh states that the language does not favor a late date, unless 327 verse 2:1, QYN verse 2:9

and N2 verse 2:12 be Aramaisms. However, these are all Hebrew words that are to the time of Jeremiah the
prophet. Edinburgh also says that there is no departure from strict classic style of the Hebrew syntax, the
style, rhythm, and poetic conception are of the best types, there is no dependence on other literature within
the Psalms and therefore that Tehillim / Psalms 2 is throughly original in conception.

This Psalm is Messianic because it gives an account of the world wide dominion of the Son of Da-
vid which according to the history of Israel this never happened but remains the goal of the Son of David,
the Messiah who will rule and reign forever. In the Apostolic Writings, in the Gospel of Mark, Yeshua was
recognized as the Son of David and the one in whom these things are true. According to Mark 1:11 "kai
QYT €YEVETO €K TV OVPAVDY, ZD €l 0 VIOG pov O ayanntdg, €v oot eddoknoa. 1:11 and a voice came out
of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You | am well-pleased.” (NASB) At Yeshua’s baptism a voice
from Heaven recognized Him as the Messianic Son, and again at the transfiguration in Mark 9:2-8 we read
the confirmation of who He is the Messianic Son of the promise. Yeshua later ascended into heaven and sat
down at the right hand of God, this sitting down at the right hand of God is synonymous with the “instal-
lation” as the Son of God and in this role having dominion over all the World as the Messiah. As a result
of these things, the apostle Paul applies Tehillim / Psalms 2 to Yeshua in Acts 13:33. Romans 1:4 appears
to apply this Psalm to Yeshua being declared as the Son of God in power (1:4 who was declared the Son of
God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord
(NASB)). Hebrews 1:5 appears to combine Tehillim / Psalms 2 with 2 Samuel 7:14 (7:14 1 will be a father
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to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the
strokes of the sons of men, (NASB)) to the One who was enthroned, begotten, and God will be a Father to
Him.

Hebrews 1:5
1:5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, ‘You are My Son, Today | have begotten You’? And
again, ‘I will be a Father to Him And He shall be a Son to Me’?

Hebrews 5:5 also uses Tehillim / Psalms 2 along with 2 Samuel 7:14. 1t is interesting to note that Hebrews
5:5 states that ““the Messiah did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest” the point of the author
was that the Lord God Almighty, being sovereign over all the nations, anointed him as ruler, king, and high
priest. God established His place, this description of universal dominion of the Messiah is connected to His
enthronement whereupon His second coming He will rule with a rod of iron (Hitgalut / Revelation 2:27,
12:5, and 19:15).

Hebrews 5:5
5:5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him,
“You are My Son, Today | have begotten You’; (NASB)

The words from Tehillim / Psalms 2:6 *%/7p-17 19°X-2¥ °377 °A201 °IX1 1 “I have set My king”” means that
He, the Messiah, is already installed, set, or established. The Psalmist continues saying P77 ?X 77908 7
AT’ 017 IR AR 12 02X K 717 “the Lord said to me” indicating that David speaks as the represen-
tative of his dynasty quoting the words of Nathan the prophet, that David and his seed were adopted as the
sons of God during the Davidic covenant when David ruled as king over Israel. This Son of God that was
established parallels the earlier covenant that God made with Israel in Shemot / Exodus 4:22-23 pnRX] 23
3V O T ITPTY WM 3T 213N MO0 RN MR 30 N 203 032 AT M 2 YI-9%
7792 F32-N¥ where God calls Israel His first born son (4:22 ‘Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says
the Lord, ‘Israel is My son, My firstborn. 4:23 ‘So | said to you, ‘Let My son go that he may serve Me’; but
you have refused to let him go. Behold, I will kill your son, your firstborn.”* (NASB)) and a “kingdom of
priests” in Shemot / Exodus 19:3-6 N°2% RN 713 MKR? 2703-12 7177 PR X2 2°7787-28 779 awm 3
PR DINN RN O°WW3 °932-2Y DINK K@R1 0707 "IPWY WR OPR7 0OR T OXW? °337 TA0) 2P
DAX) Y PINT-P2 0702 DRYI-93n 730 27 DN NN DRV V7R3 WHYn yIny-ox Apy) 7
19:3 HRIWY °32-78 1270 WK 021277 79X WITR 23 02372 n2Ynn °2-1°0n Moses went up to God, and the
Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons
of Israel 19:4 “You yourselves have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’ wings,
and brought you to Myself. 19:5 ‘Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then
you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 19:6 and you shall be to
Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.’
(NASB). According to the covenant of David, as David becomes the son and king in a nation, the Messiah,
who is from the Davidic line, will rule over Israel, with a larger picture having world wide dominion over
all the kingdoms of the earth. This is the rule of the Messiah with an iron scepter, because His rule will be
over rebellious nations where these nations will only be submissive by an iron rule.

The last few verses of Tehillim / Psalms 2 speak of how to deal with the word or declaration of the
Lord. The kings, rulers, and peoples of the earth are to serve the Son of God and in doing so one is to rejoice
with fear and trembling (77¥72 32°3) AR2 AYT-NY 172V X°) where it says literally to ““serve the Lord
God in fear and rejoice in trembling.” We rejoice because the Lord has given the Messiah the nations as
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an inheritance. It says in Tehillim / Psalms 2:12 to “kiss the son™ (72-3p%31). Note that the NASB, NIV,
KJV, OJB, DBY, and YLT translates as “kiss the son,” whereas the RSV translates “kiss his feet.” The kiss
of the hands and the kiss of the feet indicate that a person is to worship the Son in purity, with a pure heart.
It is interesting that in the Targum Pseudo Jonathan, the Aramaic translation states that we are to “accept

His instruction” 20 77°210 7PN 1A YT T 2107 RATIR N7 1377 RDDT RIDIR 1P 2

2:12 :71°m2 11207 997 Accept instruction lest he be angry, and you lose your way; for his wrath will
tarry a little. Happy all who trust in his word! (EMC) The words “kiss the son” is translated as “accepting
instruction’ along with the ““and you lose your way”” is an interesting paraphrase by the Aramaic text. We
are to accept the instruction of the Son of God or else we will lose our way. Blessed are those who trust in
the Word of the Lord. The concluding phrase 12 °Qin-72 WX “blessed are all who take refuge in Him”
is drawn in parallel with 77°77°12 1°7207 959 2V 71°21W “the blessedness/happiness of all who trust in His
Word.” The ending of Tehillim / Psalms 2 draws our attention back to the blessedness of the man who does
not walk in the counsel of the wicked, does not stand in the way of the sinner, and does not sit in the seat of
the scornful. The reason for the warning at the end of the Psalm is to remind us that if we do not take refuge
in Him, we will perish. Remaining in the Lord God, in His Word, and in His Messiah, in the Son of God we
will have life. Praise the Lord!

Rabbinic Commentary

The Midrash on Tehillim / Psalms 2 has 17 parts. This week we will be looking at Part 9 from the
Midrash. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 2 Part 9.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 2, Part 9

» The Midrash begins with the verse being discussed, Tehillim / Psalms 2:7 *“I will declare of the de-
cree of the Lord, He said unto me, you are my son.”

* The Children of Israel are said to be declared the sons of God (Shemot / Exodus 4:22).

 This decree is declared in the prophets, references to Isaiah 42:1 and 52:13

* The decree is declared in the writings, references to Tehillim / Psalms 110:1

» The parable shifts to the vision of Daniel (Daniel 7:13-14)

* The Messiah occupies himself with the study of the Torah

* When a Master wants to give pleasure in his slave he says “today have | begotten you.”

* A comment on suffering is made with respect to being begotten of God.

» The Messiah is said to be created in the day of redemption

* The question of creation is made, are we to understand that begotten means literally to create?

* The story of Absolom (1 Kings 1:5-6) and Adonijah is given to end the Midrash.

Midrash Tehillim, Chapter 2, Part 9 was chosen because it is very Messianic in nature and so it is interesting
to look at the how the rabbis understood Tehillim 2. The ?°1n%7 12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “the beginning
word” and XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” of the Midrash is that of Tehillim / Psalms 2:7
which states 2:7 :PRT7?? 007 "IN TAX 212 09K WK 71 P Y8 77908 1“1 will surely tell of the decree
of the Lord: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today | have begotten You. (NASB) The ?wn (mashal) “the

parable” is that of the Children of Israel. The Children of Israel are said to be the sons of God according to
the decree of the Torah, the Neviim (Prophets), and Ketuvim (Writings) citing the Scripture from Shemot /

Exodus 4:22 :9R7° *192 °12 717 0K 179 7Y72-9% YRR 22 “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says
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the Lord, ‘Israel is My son, My firstborn. (NASB)

¥ 3290 2 PP 290N wATH

199107 .INKR 12 R MR 77 P 9R I00KR LY
TPIN2Y ,0OR°21 DW aPITAY L,a7N YW A I
122 12 77N YW P2 2300 ,2021N0 YW
0°R°21 YW PN 20001 L,(20 7 Mnw) DR
I N2 20001 ,(3° 21 YwY) 7Y oW I
WYY aw) [Pwo1 an¥ °na] 12 Jank v7ay
SNTRY 7 ORI 29210 YW apIna 20001 L,(R 2
212 9K MR 77200071 L,(X P 2°7nn) rnh 2w
920 RONW C1IY OV 1IN IR MR 23007] L0
JPNR 2212 99% R .0 T 9RIT) R INR WA
09 Ton HW PN 1990 Nanan 93 171 1 N
DY ,n? T2 901, mwni TRk MW 10 00900
IR PR LINK 012 MR 927 .02 PO RN
NP % W 12T TaYD LINR 12 ROR LD 12
[7°n7%° 01°77 °3R] 125 °% NR 22n7 MR,
NAR ,1PI0°7 P9 2°P90 AWRY MR R
,2TAW DW 1TIT DRI ,NINTA 991 29 NIaR 1wl
AR ,XNYY 2NN 791 ,WAT 70 YW 1T DOR)
X177 197 ,7WT0 X2 IMIRI2Y 9y arapn onb
191 ,77°7 7702 RNYW R ,T°NTY° 0177 2R NN
0°0%1 K1) DPWIAR IR 7727 MR WINR R
X2IY ,0117RY 779 219WwaR Hw R 001, (1R R
DOWIDY 227 737 777 ROX DO 12 771,70V 12
LP12MA DYA T 0,10 WY T AR ,1°aRa 710nY
QW ow) 1°197 09X WOR DOWHM 7 71,19 AT AR
VoD AT ARL(T R R D00n

Midrash Tehillim, Chapter 2, Part 9

9. I will declare of the decree of the Lord. He said unto me, You
are my son (Tehillim / Psalms 2:7), The children of Israel are de-
clared to be sons in the decree of the Torah, in the decree of the
Prophets, and in the decree of the Writings, in the decree of the
Torah it is written The Lord has said, Israel is My son, My first
born (Shemot / Exodus 4:22). In the decree of the Prophets it is
written Behold My servant shall prosper, he will be exalted and
lifted up, and will be very high (Isaiah 52:13), and it is also writ-
ten Behold My servant, whom I uphold, Mine elect, in whom My
soul delights (Isaiah 42:1). In the decree of the Writings it is writ-
ten, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on My right hand, until
I make your enemies your footstool (Tehillim / Psalms 110:1),
and it is also written I saw in the night vision, and behold, there
came with the clouds of heaven one like unto a son of man, and
he came even to the Ancient of days, and he was brought near
before Him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and languages should serve
him (Daniel 7:13-14). In another word, the verse is read I will
tell of the decree, I will give the nations for your inheritance, and
the ends of the earth for your possession (Tehillim / Psalms 2:7-
8). Rabbi Yudan said, all kings who will fulfill them for the Lord
Messiah. And why all this, because the Messiah occupies himself
with Torah. Another word on You are My son, God does not say
I have a son but You are a son to Me, as when a master wishing
to give pleasure in his slave, says to him, You are as dear to me
as a son. This day I have begotten you (Tehillim / Psalms 2:7-8).
Rabbi Huna said, suffering is divided into three portions, one, the
Patriarchs and all the generations of men took, one, the generation
that lived in the time of Hadrian’s persecution took, and one, the
generation of the Lord Messiah will take. When the time comes,
the Holy One blessed be He, will say I must create the Messiah,
a new creation. As Scripture says, This day have I begotten you,
that is, on the very day of redemption, God will create the Mes-
siah. So too, the verse She bear him after Absalom (1 Kings 1:6)
cannot be taken literally. Bare cannot mean give birth to, for how
could Absalom’s mother be said to have given birth to Adonijah?
Was not Absalom the son of Maacha, and was not Adonijah the
son of Hagit? Bare means, then, that Hagit made her son bear
himself like Absalom. Just as Absalom got himself chariots and
horseman in order to rebel against his father, so did Adonijah, just
as the one was a quarrelsome man, so was the other, and just as
one went about with fifty men running before him (1 Kings 1:5),
so did the other.

The sons of God, the Children of Israel are said to be exalted and lifted up, they will prosper (Isaiah 52:13,
TR7 23] KWI) 0172 °72Y 29W° 737 2) that this will occur to the servant in whom is God’s delight (Isaiah
42:1, R0¥1° 02937 VYR 17V N "ANI W1 INXT N2 12-7A08 272V 17 X). The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “Com-
parison / expansion of parable” references Tehillim / Psalms 110:1 27p2 177 19%% 70 m2w» 97y mwn 2
110:1 :3°2°X The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your
feet.” (NASB) This is used as an introduction to the vision of Daniel 7:13-14, 39K X29°2 72 N 77 2
721199 N W DM AN T oIV MINTRY YR Kb 0Y-TY) NI ADS WIS 23 XY -0y
7:13 23000 NP-07 ARSI 7T KT D29 WYY MY 179 A7 K] N Ny 1 kept looking in
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the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came
up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 7:14 ‘And to Him was given dominion, Glory
and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is
an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.
(NASB) The vision of Daniel is very Messianic and speaks of the “One like the Son of Man” who will have
dominion and power over all of the earth. The Midrash makes a reference to Tehillim 2:8 that says “2:8
‘Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Your
possession.” This is interesting because the Midrash directs us to Daniel’s vision and the One who the Lord
God establishes upon His Holy Mountain, the Messiah.

Studying the Midrash is interesting because it appears that the author of the Midrash is struggling
with the obvious nature of Tehillim / Psalms 2, it is very Messianic, speaks of a future king and an eternal
kingdom that God establishes. The Scripture states that God declares a statute, that He has begotten a Son.

The Midrash says “Another word on ‘My Son’” (7NN °12 AR 727) the Midrash continues saying 127
125 9% DR 22072 IR LMY NP 1P AW 12T 7V ,a0K 212 ROR LD 12 IR PR LINK 012 0K

) .['[’ﬂ?b’ 071777 7IXR] “Another word on You are My son, God does not say | have a son but You are a son
to Me, as when a master wishing to give pleasure in his slave, says to him, You are as dear to me as a son.
This day | have begotten you (Tehillim / Psalms 2:7-8).”” It is interesting how the Midrash placing a spin on
the words of Scripture stating that God does not say that He has a Son but that he calls the Messiah a Son.
The rabbis are trying to say that God has not begotten a son, this obviously is a polemic against the teachings
of the Gospels in the Apostolic Writings. To say that God “does not have a Son” but calls men “His sons”
discounts the words of the Apostle John in John 3:16 and of Jesus being the Son of God. When thinking
upon this topic of God having a Son, the Scripture from Mishley / Proverbs 30:1-6 comes to mind.

Mishley / Proverbs 30:1-6
30:1 The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the oracle. The man
declares to Ithiel, to Ithiel and Ucal: 30:2 Surely I am more

-R 210D 9 21D Yown 50
MY IUT XY XYRT AR-12 M [ 2T X

DTN NIP2-X?) UORR "JI§ W22 2 19K) 2XINY
WOT VIR DUTR NPT AR30 ATR7-N 3 Y
| Do-77% *» 13902 | MN-A0K 0 T | DRY-ny
12-0%-723 W-n PIR-"09R-92 2R O 17nwa
abRalelip R chikslalninkdraivi S ainial /ol IR gl

PN 72 TIP-19 MT-2Y Q9IA-OR

stupid than any man, And I do not have the understanding of
aman. 30:3 Neither have I learned wisdom, Nor do I have
the knowledge of the Holy One. 30:4 Who has ascended into
heaven and descended? Who has gathered the wind in His
fists? Who has wrapped the waters in His garment? Who has
established all the ends of the earth? What is His name or His
son's name? Surely you know! 30:5 Every word of God is
tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. 30:6

Do not add to His words Or He will reprove you, and you
will be proved a liar. (NASB)

As we read here, according to Mishley / Proverbs 30 these are the words of “Agur Ben Yakeh.” We know
very little of Agur, for example what tribe he was from, or when did he live? Mishley / Proverbs 30:1-3
Agur writes that he is more stupid than any man saying: “Surely I am more stupid than any man, and | do
not have the understanding of a man. Neither have | learned wisdom, nor do | have the knowledge of the
Holy Ones.” Agur laments that he is not wise in spiritual matters and uses examples of the “holy ones” or
“holy things” (¥R QYR NYT) 770 *ATN?-821 3, Neither have I learned wisdom, Nor do | have the
knowledge of the Holy One.) Agur knows that his understanding is not sufficient such as concerning the
Q7R “kiddoshim.” On his own, he can’t get sufficient insight into these holy things, nor truly compre-
hend them. Agur appears to give a deep sense of his own limitations in these spiritual matters. He knows
in his natural state that he is incapable of understanding, let alone apprehending the things of the Spirit of
God. To make his point even clearer, Agur includes five questions which illustrate the limitations of man’s
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understanding, and to show that it is absurd for man to think that he can explain God’s works or presume
that he understands the holy, infinite, all-knowing and all-powerful Creator. He asks the question “Who has
ascended into heaven and descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has wrapped the waters
in His garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name or His Son’s name? Surely
you know!”” (Mishley / Proverbs 30:4).

In the statement ““What is His name, or His Son’s name?”” he asks the question of who understands

the unpronounceable Name of God (7777°) and what man outside of divine revelation knows the name of
God’s Son? The question suggests to mean that the God of Israel has a Son. Is the Son the Nation of Israel?
(Shemot / Exodus 4:22) or is there something more to this Son of God? The questions asked suggest that
this Son is eternal who had a part in the creation, who God alone is able to reveal.

It is interesting while reading the proverb that there appears to be a parallel between Tehillim /
Psalms 2:12 and Mishley / Proverbs 30:5. Let’s look at the verses:

27 2195 2 P95 P2V 20
12°011-2 "X 19X VYR WP-"3 TITITARM | I-18 N2-PW
2:12 Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath may
soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him! (NASB)

7T PI0D ® PND hwn "0
2 0°0N2 K17 17 79NN A9 NHR-0D
30:5 Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. (NASB)

Note the parallels to the one who takes refuge in Him and the kissing (doing homage) the Son. When Agur
was writing this proverb was he thinking of Sefer Tehillim / Psalms 2? Looking at the Midrash on Proverbs,

Chapter 30, Part 2 (2 12°0 2 P79 *HWn WITN) says that the one who goes up is Elijah and the one who comes
down is Moshe and that the son referenced here is Israel which is consistent with the Midrash on Tehillim
2. There is an obvious difficulty in the rabbinic understanding of the “Son of God,” this is most likely the
result of Christian influences and the late recording of the rabbinic commentary in the age of the tannaim
(group of Jewish sages/teachers who were active between 70 to 200 CE).

According to the Scriptures the Son of God has now been revealed by His incarnation, His glorious
life, His amazing death and His resurrection. The answer to the questions that Agur puts forth, “Who has
ascended into heaven and descended?” This is Yeshua who descended as the living Word of God (John 1:1-
14) and ascended back to the Father in Heaven (Acts 1-2). Yeshua is in heaven and seated at God’s right
hand sharing His glory. From that exalted place He descended to earth and took our nature upon Himself,
this is the way in which God set and established His king upon the mountain of Zion (Tehillim / Psalms
2:5-6). Itis the Messiah’s life and ministry that provides our atonement in blood in fulfillment of the Torah
requirement for our sins. Who else besides Messiah Yeshua, the One whom God has established, could
claim: according to John 3:11-13 “Truly truly I say to you, we speak that which we know, and bear witness
of that which we have seen; and you do not receive our witness. If | told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? And no one has ascended into heaven, but He
who descended from heaven, even the Son of Man.”” Who else would be so intimately acquainted with both
heaven and earth? Who else has access to both heaven and earth? The Son of God descended from heaven
and ascended into heaven and is also Lord of the winds and the waves and has established all the heavens
and the earth. It is interesting in the context of Mishley / Proverbs 30, that the Name of God and the Name
of His Son are the object of these questions. The context does unanalyzed in the rabbinic commentary.

Agur asks the question ““Who has gathered the wind in His fists and who has wrapped the waters
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in His garment?”” While Yeshua and his disciples were out on a boat on the Kinneret (the Sea of Galilee),
a storm suddenly broke over the lake. Within moments their small boat was rapidly filling with water as
the waves crashed over its side. In the midst of this raging storm, Yeshua was fast asleep! But when He
was awakened, the young rabbi rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Immediately
the wind subsided, and the waters became calm. Yeshua’s disciples, asked the question “who is this man
that the wind and the waves obey him?” By the Word of God (the Scriptures) they knew that the God of
Israel alone is the One who controls the storms. Remembering the account of Jonah, it was the Lord who
hurled a great wind on the sea, so that there was a great storm, and the ship on which the disobedient prophet
Jonah took passage was about to break up. Once the rebellious prophet was thrown into the sea, the Lord
immediately stopped its raging. The disciples also were familiar with the Psalm where King David prayed:
““Lord, You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the tumult of the peoples.” (Tehillim
/ Psalms 65:7) As they saw the winds and sea obeying Yeshua, they got a glimpse of who He is, the Son of
God (Tehillim / Psalms 2:7) and they had answered the mystery of the Name of the Son (Mishley / Proverbs
30:4), His Name is Yeshua!

Who has established all the ends of the earth? The Apostle John declared that all things came into
being by Yeshua, and apart from Him, nothing came into being that has come into being. The Apostle
Paul said that by Yeshua all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible
(Colossians 1) The apostolic understanding of Tehillim / Psalms 2 is that in this Messiah that God has es-
tablished, His Son, in Him all things have been created (by Him and for Him). He is before all things, and in
Him all things hold together. The Word of God is clear that it is Yeshua of Nazareth who has established all
the ends of the earth. In these Scriptures, and in this Psalm God has revealed Himself, His plan, His ways,
and His glory. Glory and eternal life are for those who place their trust and faith in God’s only begotten Son,
Yeshua the Messiah. Will you be obedient today and believe and be saved? Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We praise Your holy name in the revelation of Scripture and in the truth that we have learned ac-
cording to the Scriptures. We believe the Scriptures reveal Yeshua as the promised Messiah of God. Thank
you Lord that in the fullness of Your mercy and grace You have provided for us atonement according to
Your Word in Yeshua the Messiah. The atonement that You have provided is an absolute necessity for us to
receive forgiveness. Help us to accept, embrace, and believe with all our hearts, our minds, and our strength
that Yeshua is Lord and help us to make Him Lord of our lives. Help us to effectively proclaim the life,
death, and glorious bodily resurrection of Yeshua the Messiah. Help us to draw near to You in righteousness
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and in truth. Please forgive us of my sins and have mercy upon us Lord. Cleanse us from all sin in Yeshua’s
name. Help us to grow closer to You and to be filled with Your presence in our lives. Sanctify us in Your
Holy Word Lord and in Your Son Yeshua. Help us to sanctify you Lord in our hearts, in our lives, and in all
that we do. Thank You for everything You have done for us. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all
of the honor, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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