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God has a plan for you
 השבועות הזה קוראים/ This Week’s Reading
תורה:
Genesis 25:19-28:9
הפטרה: Malachi 1:1-2:7
הברית: Matthew 13-14
החדשה:
Triennial cycle: Bereshit / Genesis 26:23-27:27
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This week’s reading from Parashat Toldot (Bereshit / Genesis 25:19-28:9)
can be summarized as (i) the struggle between Yaakov and Esav within Rebecca’s
womb (25:21-23), (ii) Esav became a skilled hunter and Yaakov dwelled in tents
(25:27-28) Yitzchak loved Esav and Rebecca loved Yaakov, (iii) Esav sold his
birthright for a bowl of soup (25:29-34), Yitzchak and Avimelech king of the
Philistines interact, Yitzchak tells Avimelech that his wife is his sister (26:1-11),
(iv) Abimelech, Ahuzzath, and Phicol make a covenant with Yitzchak (26:26-31),
(v) Yaakov steals Esav’s blessing (27:1-41), (vi) Yaakov flees to Haran (27:4228:6), and (vii) Esav takes a wife from the daughters of Canaan (28:7-9). Before
Yaakov and Esav were born they struggled together כב וַּיִתְרֹ ֲצצּו ַהָּבנִים ְּב ִק ְרּבָּה

[ כג וַּיֹאמֶר יְהֹוָה לָּה ְׁשנֵי גֹייִם ]גֹויִם:יְהֹוָה-ּכֵן ָלּמָה ּזֶה !נֹכִי וֵַּתֶלְך ִלדְרׁש אֶת-וַּתֹאמֶר אִם
:ּוׁשנֵי ְל ֻאּמִים ִמ ֵּמַעיְִך יִָּפֵרדּו ּולְאֹם ִמלְאֹם יֱֶאמָץ וְרַב יַעֲבֹד ָצעִיר
ְ  ְּבִב ְטנְֵך25:22 But the children
struggled together within her; and she said, ‘If it is so, why then am I this way? So she went to
inquire of the Lord. 25:23 The Lord said to her, ‘Two nations are in your womb; And two peoples
will be separated from your body; And one people shall be stronger than the other; And the older
shall serve the younger.’ (NASB) The struggle between these two brothers, as the

scripture says is between two nations (ׁשנֵי גֹייִם
ְ ), as we study this week’s Parashah,
it becomes apparent that this struggle is related to the one that walks by faith and
the other that despises God’s ways. We learn that the one who despises God and
His the promise of Avraham is Esav in his willingness to sell his birthright and
marry from the daughters of Canaan Bereshit / Genesis 25:32 ( וַּיֹאמֶר עֵשָֹו ִהּנֵה
ּזֶה לִי ּבְכֹרָה- )!נֹכִי הֹוֵלְך ָלמּות וְָלּמָה25:32 Esau said, ‘Behold, I am about to die; so of what use
then is the birthright to me?’ Yaakov on the other hand loved the promises of God
and did everything he could to inherit what God had promised to his fathers. Ask
yourself this question “Have I done everything that I can in my relationship with
the Lord?”

לד-פרשת תולדות ספר בראשית פרק כה פסוק כט
-יַעֲקֹב ַהְלעִי ֵטנִי נָא מִן- ל וַּיֹאמֶר עֵשָֹו אֶל:ַּׂשדֶה וְהּוא ָעיֵף
ָ ה-כט וַּיָזֶד יַעֲקֹב נָזִיד וַּיָבֹא עֵשָֹו מִן
- לא וַּיֹאמֶר יַעֲקֹב ִמְכרָה כַּיֹום אֶת: ְׁשמֹו אֱדֹום-ּכֵן ָקרָא-הָ!דֹם הָ!דֹם ַהּזֶה ּכִי ָעיֵף !נֹכִי עַל
 לג וַּיֹאמֶר יַעֲקֹב:ּזֶה לִי ּבְכֹרָה- לב וַּיֹאמֶר עֵשָֹו ִהּנֵה נֹכִי הֹוֵלְך לָמּות וְָלּמָה:ּבְכָֹר ְתָך לִי
1

Bereshit / Genesis 25:29-34
25:29 When Jacob had cooked
stew, Esau came in from the
field and he was famished;
25:30 and Esau said to Jacob,
‘Please let me have a swallow
of that red stuff there, for I am
famished.’ Therefore his name
was called Edom. 25:31 But
Jacob said, ‘First sell me your
birthright.’ 25:32 Esau said,
‘Behold, I am about to die; so
of what use then is the
birthright to me?’ 25:33 And
Jacob said, ‘First swear to me’;
so he swore to him, and sold
his birthright to Jacob. 25:34
Then Jacob gave Esau bread
and lentil stew; and he ate and
drank, and rose and went on
his way. Thus Esau despised
his birthright. (NASB)

 לד וְיַעֲקֹב נָתַן ְלעֵשָֹו ֶלחֶם ּונְזִיד ֲעָד ִׁשים:ּבְכָֹרתֹו ְליַעֲקֹב-ִּׁשבַע לֹו וַּיִמְּכֹר אֶת
ָ ִּׁשְבעָה ּלִי ַּכּיֹום וַּי
ָה
:ַהּבְכֹרָה-ֵׁש ְּת וַּיָקָם וַּיֵַלְך וַּיִבֶז עֵשָֹו אֶת
ְ וַּיֹאכַל וַּי
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Studying the opening verses from Parashat Toldot (25:27-28) we read that Esav
became a very proficient and skilled hunter ( וַּיְִגְּדלּו ַהּנְָערִים וַיְהִי עֵשָֹו אִיׁש יֵֹדַע ַציִד אִיׁש
יׁשב אָֹהלִים
ֵ  )שָֹדֶה וְיַעֲקֹב אִיׁש ּתָםwhile Yaakov dwelled in tents. Esav spent a lot of
time in the fields learning to hunt while Yaakov spent time in tents with his
family. It is highly likely that Yaakov received a better education in God’s
covenant and the fundamentals of God’s promises than Esav did. Esav spent
more time in the fields than with his family and with the Lord. As a result,
Yitzchak loved Esav because of the wild game Esav brought home. Yaakov spent
more time with his mother as we read that Rebecca loved Yaakov more.
According to this week’s Parashah, God tells Rebecca that the younger son
(Yaakov) will be the one who receives God’s blessing and not the first born
(Esav). Before the children were born, before they did good or evil before the
Lord, it appears that the decision had been made on who would be blessed.
We read in the biblical narrative how a parent can love one son more than
another. Is it possible for God to love one person and hate another? Do the
scriptures indicate that this is the case? In Malachi 1:1-3 we read that the Lord
saying ׂשנֵאתִי
ָ “ וְאֶת־עֵׂשָוbut Esav I hated” and the Lord turned the mountains to a
wasteland and left Esav’s inheritance ( )נַ ֲחלָתֹוto jackals of the wilderness ( ְלתַּנֹות
) ִמְדּבָֽר.

ג-ספר מלאכי פרק א פסוק א
מַר יְהוָה וֲַא ַמ ְרּתֶם ַּב ָּמה ֲא ַהְב ָּתנּו$  ַהְבּתִי ֶא ְתכֶם$ כִֽי׃ ב$ְִׂש ָראֵל ְּביַד ַמל
ְ א מַּׂשָא ְדבַר־יְהוָה אֶל־י
ׂשִים אֶת־ ָהרָיו$ָח עֵׂשָו ְליַֽעֲקֹב נְאֻם־יְהוָה וָאֹהַב אֶֽת־יַעֲקֹֽב׃ ג וְאֶת־עֵׂשָו ָׂשנֵאתִי ו$הֲלֹוא־
ְׁש ָממָה וְאֶת־נֲַחלָתֹו ְלתַּנֹות ִמְדּבָֽר׃
In Romans 9:10-13 we read that the Apostle Paul quotes from Malachi 1:2-3 and
the purpose of quoting this verse from Malachi was to show that even when the
twins (Yaakov and Esav) were conceived, before they had done right or wrong,
God chose that the older brother will serve the younger brother. The Lord reveals
to us in this week’s Parashah that God chooses, guides, and directs His will in the
lives of faithful men. The question remains though, why did God love Yaakov
and hate Esav?

ΠΡΟΣ ΡΩΜΑΙΟΥΣ 9:10−13
οὐ μόνον δέ, ἀλλὰ καὶ Ῥεβέκκα ἐξ ἑνὸς κοίτην ἔχουσα, Ἰσαὰκ τοῦ
πατρὸς ἡμῶν: μήπω γὰρ γεννηθέντων μηδὲ πραξάντων τι ἀγαθὸν ἢ
φαῦλον, ἵνα ἡ κατ' ἐκλογὴν πρόθεσις τοῦ θεοῦ μένῃ, οὐκ ἐξ ἔργων
ἀλλ' ἐκ τοῦ καλοῦντος, ἐρρέθη αὐτῇ ὅτι Ὁ μείζων δουλεύσει τῷ
ἐλάσσονι: καθὼς γέγραπται, Τὸν Ἰακὼβ ἠγάπησα, τὸν δὲ Ἠσαῦ
ἐμίσησα.

2

Malachi 1:1-3
1:1 The oracle of the word
of the Lord to Israel
through Malachi. 1:2 ‘I
have loved you,’ says the
Lord. But you say, ‘How
have You loved us?’ ‘Was
not Esau Jacob's brother?’
declares the Lord. ‘Yet I
have loved Jacob; 1:3 but
I have hated Esau, and I
have made his mountains
a desolation and appointed
his inheritance for the
jackals of the wilderness.’
(NASB)

Romans 9:10-13
9:10 And not only this,
but there was Rebekah
also, when she had
conceived twins by one
man, our father Isaac; 9:11
for though the twins were
not yet born and had not
done anything good or
bad, so that God's purpose
according to His choice
would stand, not because
of works but because of
Him who calls, 9:12 it was
said to her, ‘The older will
serve the younger.’ 9:13
Just as it is written, ‘Jacob
I loved, but Esau I hated.’
(NASB)

Studying Malachi 1:1-5 we read מַר$ ְנּו וְנָׁשּוב וְנְִבנֶה ֳח ָרבֹות ּכֹה
ֻּׁשׁש
ַ ּכִֽי־תֹאמַר אֱדֹום ר

ֲׁשר־זָעַם יְהוָה עַד־עֹולָֽם׃
ֶ ִׁשעָה וְָהעָם א
ְ יְהוָה ְצבָאֹות ֵהּמָה יִבְנּו וֲַאנִי ֶאהֱרֹוס וְָקרְאּו ָלהֶם ּגְבּול ר
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1:4 Though Edom says, ‘We have been beaten down, but we will return and build
up the ruins’; thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘They may build, but I will tear down;
and men will call them the wicked territory, and the people toward whom the
Lord is indignant forever.’ The statement ַׁשנּו וְנָׁשּוב וְנְִבנֶה
ְ ּכִֽי־תֹאמַר אֱדֹום רֻּׁש
 ֳחרָבֹותindicates that Edom trusted in themselves and their strength to return and
rebuild in a way that excluded faith in the Lord. According to Bereshit / Genesis
25:30 -ּכֵן ָקרָא-נֹכִי עַל$ דֹם ַהּזֶה ּכִי ָעיֵף$ָדֹם ה$ָה-יַעֲקֹב ַהְלעִי ֵטנִי נָא מִן-וַּיֹאמֶר ֵעשָֹו אֶל
 ׁשְמֹו ֱאדֹוםEsav is called Edom. The Scriptures say the field of Edom (Bereshit /
Genesis 32:3) and the land of Edom (Bereshit / Genesis 36:16) were the
mountains (Obadiah 1:8-21). In the time of the Exodus, Edom refused to allow
Yisrael to pass through their land (Bamidbar / Numbers 20:14-21) and maintained
hostility toward them. Edom was conquered by King David in 2 Samuel 8:14 and
1 Kings 9:26. Amaziah also conquered Edom according to 2 Chronicles 25:1112. When Yisrael split into two kingdoms, Edom gained some independence and
again made war against Yisrael according to 2 Kings 16:6. Edom also had a part
in the invasion of Yisrael by the Chaldeans when Nebuchadnezzar captured
Jerusalem and captured as far south as Hebron (Jeremiah 27:3-6). There are
scripture that proclaim prophetically against Edom in Yeshayahu / Isaiah 34:5-6,
Jeremiah 49:7-18, Ezekiel 25:13, 35:1-15, Joel 3:19, Amos 1:11, the book of
Obadiah, and Malachi 1:3-4 and the prophetic significance of these scriptures is
indicated by the desolate condition of the land today. Edom existed for 1700
years and then ceased to exist; this is a testimony to the inspired scripture, even
their language is lost. In the parashah text on Bereshit / Genesis 25:30 it says
about Esav ׁשמֹו אֱדֹום
ְ -ּכֵן ָקרָא- עַלhis name will be called Edom, this is another
testimony for those who do not live by faith, the end of such a person will be as if
one had never existed. In Romans 9:10-13, the Apostle Paul is using the name
Esav to refer to the Edomites who were the descendents of Esav. In these two
sons, Yaakov and Esav, God chooses Yaakov (Jacob) to be the father of His
chosen people. The Lord rejected Esav (Edom), meaning that Esav and his
descendents would not be God’s chosen people. The reason being, Esav did not
care about the covenant promises of God and he took from the daughters of the
land of Canaan as we read in Bereshit / Genesis 26:34 ( ׁשנָה
ָ  ְרָּבעִים9-וַיְהִי עֵשָֹו ּבֶן
אֵילֹן ַה ִחּתִי-ּבָשְֹמַת ּבַת-ְּב ֵארִי ַה ִחּתִי וְאֶת-יְהּודִית ּבַת-)וַּיִּקַח אִּׁשָה אֶת. Yaakov on the other
hand regarded the covenant of Abraham and worked to obtain the covenant and
blessing of the Lord. Yaakov purchased the birthright from Esav for a bowl of
soup and then obtains the blessing by tricking Yitzchak into blessing him instead
of Esav in Bereshit / Genesis 27:25-29.

כט-פרשת תולדות ספר בראשית פרק כז פסוק כה
:ֵׁש ְּת
ְ לֹו וַּיֹאכַל וַּיָבֵא לֹו יַיִן וַּי-כה וַּיֹאמֶר ַהּגִׁשָה ּלִי וְאְֹכלָה ִמּצֵיד ְּבנִי ְל ַמעַן ְּתָב ֶרְכָך נַפְׁשִי וַּיַּגֶׁש
רֵי ַח ְּבָגדָיו-לֹו וַּיָרַח אֶת- כז וַּיִּגַׁש וַּיִּׁשַק:ּלִי ְּבנִי-ּוׁשקָה
ֲ ּנָא-בִיו ּגְׁשָה$ כו וַּיֹאמֶר ֵאלָיו יְִצחָק
ְלָך ָהאֱלֹהִים- ]ששי[ כח וְיִּתֶן:וַיְָב ֲרֵכהּו וַּיֹאמֶר ְראֵה רֵי ַח ְּבנִי ְּכרֵי ַח שָֹדֶה אֲׁשֶר ֵּב ֲרכֹו יְהֹוָה
ִׁש ַּתחֲוּו[ ְלָך
ְ ִׁש ַּת ֲחוֻ ]וְי
ְ  כט יַַעבְדּוָך ַעּמִים וְי:רֶץ וְרֹב ּדגָן וְתִירׁש$ִָׁש ַמּנֵי ה
ְ ַּׁש ַמיִם ּומ
ָ ִמּטַל ה
:רּור ּו ְמָב ֲרכֶיָך ּבָרּוְך$ ִׁש ַּת ֲחוּו ְלָך ְּבנֵי ִא ֶּמָך אֲֹררֶיָך
ְ חֶיָך וְי9ְְל ֻאּמִים ֱהוֵה ְגבִיר ל
3

Bereshit / Genesis 27:2529
27:25 So he said, ‘Bring it
to me, and I will eat of my
son's game, that I may
bless you.’ And he brought
it to him, and he ate; he
also brought him wine and
he drank. 27:26 Then his
father Isaac said to him,
‘Please come close and
kiss me, my son.’ 27:27
So he came close and
kissed him; and when he
smelled the smell of his
garments, he blessed him
and said, ‘See, the smell of
my son Is like the smell of
a field which the Lord has
blessed; 27:28 Now may
God give you of the dew
of heaven, And of the
fatness of the earth, And
an abundance of grain and
new wine; 27:29 May
peoples serve you, And
nations bow down to you;
Be master
of
your
brothers, And may your
mother's sons bow down to
you. Cursed be those who
curse you, And blessed be
those who bless you.’
(NASB)

ְ ַּׁש ַמיִם ּומ
ָ ְלָך ָהאֱלֹהִים ִמּטַל ה-וְיִּתֶן
Yitzchak blessed Yaakov saying רֶץ וְרֹב ּדגָן$ִָׁש ַמּנֵי ה
 וְתִירׁשmeaning “that God give you from the dew of heaven, and from the fat of
the land, and from the abundance of grain and new wine.” Yitzchak says further
ִׁש ַּתחֲוּו[ ְלָך
ְ ִׁש ַּת ֲחוֻ ]וְי
ְ  יַַעְבדּוָך ַעּמִים וְיtranslating as “the people will serve you and
bow down to you” and that he will be lord/master/important-person over his
brothers (חֶי ָך9ְ ) ֱהוֵה ְגבִיר לand repeats that they will bow down (ִׁש ַּתחֲוּו
ְ  )וְיto him.
Yitzchak ends with the phrase רּור ּו ְמ ָב ֲרכֶי ָך ּבָרּו ְך$  אֹ ֲררֶי ָךmeaning “those that
curse you will be cursed and those that bless you will be blessed” which parallels
the blessing God gave to Avraham in Parashat Lech Lecha (Bereshit / Genesis
12:1-3). Contained within the blessing that Yitzchak gives Yaakov, it is most
ְ  וְיmeaning “to bow in
interesting that Yitzchak uses a Hishtaphel verb ִֻׁש ַּת ֲחו
worship” referring to the people serving Yaakov and him being lord/master over
them. The Hishtaphel verb ִֻׁש ַּת ֲחו
ְ  וְיoccurs 44 times in the Tanach as spelled 15 of
which occur in the Torah.
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Brown Driver Briggs lists the verb root as  שחהmeaning “to bow down, prostrate
oneself.” This word is classified as a weak verb which inflects regularly and is
identifiable because of the distinctive prefixes of the Hishtaphel stem.
When Yitzchak uses the word ִֻׁש ַּת ֲחו
ְ  וְיto bow/worship to describe the
blessing that he is giving and what God would do, what exactly is Yitzchak trying
to say to his son, that the nations and people will bow down to him in worship?
4

Note:
There are seven major
stems in the Hebrew verbal
system. There are however
a number of additional
stems that are considered
“minor” because of their
relative
infrequency.
These stems are Polel,
Polal,
Hithpolel,
and
Hishtaphel. Biconsonantal
verbs occur infrequently in
the Piel, Pual, and Hithpael
stems but instead occur in
the Polel, Polal, and
Hithpolel stems.
These
stems are characterized by
a Holem-Vav after the first
consonant and duplication
of
the
second
root
consonant.

Bereshit / Genesis 27:29
27:29 May peoples serve you, And nations bow down to you; Be master of
your brothers, And may your mother's sons bow down to you. Cursed be
those who curse you, And blessed be those who bless you.’ (NASB)

160

The Hebrew Grammar titled “The basics of biblical Hebrew” by Practico
suggests that the root word for ִֻׁש ַּת ֲחו
ְ  וְיis the verb השת.  השתin a modern Hebrew
lexicon means “buttocks or nates.” Practico lists the various Hebrew forms of the
Hishtaphel stem for the verb  השתshown below.
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The Hishtaphel stem – weak verbs
Tense
Perfect
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Heb. Form
()השת

השתחוה
השתחוו
השתחויתם
Imperfect
()ישת
ישתחוה
וישתחו
תשתחוה
אשתחוה
ישתחוו
Imperative ()השת
השתחוו
Inf. construct ()השת
השתחות
Participle
()משת
משתחוה
משתחוים

Gender

Translation

3ms
3cp
2mp

he worshipped
they worshipped
you worshipped

3ms
3ms
2ms
1cs
3mp

he will worship
he worshipped (vav consecutive)
you will worship
I will worship
they will worship

2mp

(you) worship
to worship, bow down

ms
mp

worshiping, bowing down
worshipping, bowing down

Taking the meaning of the various inflections our understanding of the word
ִֻׁש ַּת ֲחו
ְ  וְיmeaning “to bow, worship” are we to believe Yitzchak is saying to
Yaakov that he will be worshiped by the nations and by his mothers sons? The
act of bowing down is also a way of showing respect, where Avraham bowed
himself before the Hitites (people of the land) in Bereshit / Genesis 23:7 ( וַּיָקָם
חֵת-רֶץ ִלְבנֵי$ָה-ִׁשּתַחּו ְלעַם
ְ ְב ָרהָם וַּי9), Yaakov bowed to Esav in Bereshit / Genesis
33:3 (חִיו$-ִׁשּתֹו עַד
ְ ּג-ְרצָה ֶׁשבַע ְּפָעמִים עַד9 ִׁשּתַחּו
ְ )וְהּוא ָעבַר ִלְפנֵיהֶם וַּי, and the brothers
of Yoseph (Joseph) bowed down to him as governor of the land of Mitzrayim
(Egypt) in Bereshit 43:28 ( ֻּת ֲחו
ַ ִׁש
ְ בִינּו עֹוֶדּנּו חָי וַּיְִּקדּו וַּי$ְוַּיֹאמְרּו ָׁשלֹום ְלַעְבְּדָך ל
[ִׁש ַּתחֲּוּו
ְ )]וַּי. We also find the verb used to describe the people bowing down as an
act of adoration to idols in Yehoshua / Joshua 23:7 ( רִים$ְ
בֹוא ּבַּגֹויִם ָה ֵאּלֶה ַהּנִׁש-ְלִבְלּתִי
ִׁש ַּתחֲוּו ָלהֶם
ְ ַׁשּבִיעּו וְלֹא ַתַעְבדּום וְלֹא ת
ְ ַתזְּכִירּו וְלֹא ת-) ָה ֵאּלֶה ִא ְּתכֶם ּובְׁשֵם אֱלֹהֵיהֶם לֹא, bet
Melachim / 2 Kings 5:18 ( ִׁש ַּתחֲֹות
ְ רִּמֹון ְלה-ַלָּדבָר ַהּזֶה יְִסלַח יְהֹוָה ְלַעְבֶּדָך ְּבבֹוא אֲדֹנִי בֵית
5

(:)כתיב ולא קרי-ִׁש ַּת ֲחוָָיתִי ּבֵית רִּמֹן יְִסלַח
ְ ִׁש ַּת ֲחוֵיתִי ּבֵית רִּמֹן ְּבה
ְ יָדִי וְה-ִׁשעָן עַל
ְ ָׁשּמָה וְהּוא | נ
ְ ָׁשבּו וְה
ֻ וְָהיָה | ְּבמֹות הַּׁשֹופֵט י
)נא יְהֹוָה ְלַעְבְּדָך ַּבָּדבָר ַהּזֶה, Shoftim / Judges 2:19 ( ִׁשחִיתּו
ִׁש ַּתחֲֹות ָלהֶם לֹא ִהּפִילּו ִמ ַּמַעְללֵיהֶם ּו ִמַּד ְרּכָם
ְ  ֲחרֵי אֱלֹהִים ֲא ֵחרִים ְלָעְבדָם ּוְלה9 ֵמ ֲאבֹותָם ָלֶלכֶת
) ַהּקָׁשָה, and Yeshayahu / Isaiah 44:15 ( פָה$ְיַּׂשִיק ו-ף9 דָם ְלָבעֵר וַּיִּקַח ֵמהֶם וַּיָחָם$ְוְָהיָה ל
ָלמֹו-ִׁשּתָחּו עָשָֹהּו ֶפסֶל וַּיְִסּגָד
ְ אֵל וַּי-יְִפעַל-ף9 )ָלחֶם. The verb is also used as an act of
adoration to God, see Yehoshua / Joshua 5:14 ( יְהֹוָה-ְצבָא-וַּיֹאמֶר | לֹא ּכִי ֲאנִי שַֹר
ַעְבּדֹו-ִׁשּתָחּו וַּיֹאמֶר לֹו מָה אֲדֹנִי ְמַדּבֵר אֶל
ְ  ְרצָה וַּי9 ָּפנָיו-ֹוׁשַע אֶל
ֻ )ַעּתָה בָאתִי וַּיִּפֹל יְה, Tehilim
ְ ּד-ִׁש ַּתחֲוּו | ּכָל
ְ ְכלּו וַּי$),
/ Psalms 22:29 (יֹו ְרדֵי ָעפָר וְנְַפׁשֹו לֹא ִחּיָה-ֶארֶץ ְלָפנָיו יְִכרְעּו ּכָל-ִׁשנֵי
72:9 (ּגֹויִם יַַעבְדּוהּו-ְמָלכִים ּכָל-לֹו כָל-ּתחֲוּו
ַ ִׁש
ְ )וְי, and 95:6 ( ִׁש ַּת ֲחוֶה וְנְִכ ָרעָה נְִב ְרכָה
ְ ּבֹאּו נ
יְהֹוָה עֹשֵֹנּו-)ִלְפנֵי. The scriptures say only the Lord God Almighty is to be
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worshiped (Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:4-10) therefore what Yitzchak was trying
to say was that his brothers will bow before him showing him respect and honor.
Rather than Yitzchak saying that Yaakov would be worshiped, these
verses on Yaakov’s blessing show us the importance of the Lord’s choice of
Avraham and his sons to become a special nation and a special people through
whom the Lord would bring the Messiah into the world. In the midst of
Yitzchak’s (Isaac’s) mistake and the deception of Yaakov (Jacob), God is able to
work out His plan for the salvation of His people. This demonstrates for us God’s
mercy as He continues to work out His will and purpose in our lives and in the
lives of those He loves. The choices that we make have a significant impact in
יֵׁש ֶּד ֶרְך יָׁש
our spiritual walk with God. Mishley / Proverbs 14:12 says אִיׁש-ָר ִלְפנֵי
ָמוֶת- ֲחרִיתָּה ַּד ְרכֵי9ְ וthat “there is a way that seems right to a man but afterwards is
the way of death.” In the story of Esav selling his birthright for a bowl of soup,
this way seemed right in his eyes. Yaakov tested Esav to determine his
commitment to his family, to his faith in God, and in God’s promises and Esav
failed that test.

לד-פרשת תולדות ספר בראשית פרק כה פסוק כט
-יַעֲקֹב ַהְלעִי ֵטנִי נָא מִן- ל וַּיֹאמֶר עֵשָֹו אֶל:ַּׂשדֶה וְהּוא ָעיֵף
ָ ה-כט וַּיָזֶד יַעֲקֹב נָזִיד וַּיָבֹא עֵשָֹו מִן
- לא וַּיֹאמֶר יַעֲקֹב ִמְכרָה כַּיֹום אֶת: ְׁשמֹו אֱדֹום-ּכֵן ָקרָא-הָ!דֹם הָ!דֹם ַהּזֶה ּכִי ָעיֵף !נֹכִי עַל
 לג וַּיֹאמֶר יַעֲקֹב:ּזֶה לִי ּבְכֹרָה- לב וַּיֹאמֶר עֵשָֹו ִהּנֵה נֹכִי הֹוֵלְך לָמּות וְָלּמָה:ְּבכָֹר ְתָך לִי
 לד וְיַעֲקֹב נָתַן ְלעֵשָֹו ֶלחֶם ּונְזִיד ֲעָד ִׁשים:ּבְכָֹרתֹו ְליַעֲקֹב-ִּׁשבַע לֹו וַּיִמְּכֹר אֶת
ָ ִּׁשְבעָה ּלִי ַּכּיֹום וַּי
ָה
:ַהּבְכֹרָה-ֵׁש ְּת וַּיָקָם וַּיֵַלְך וַּיִבֶז עֵשָֹו אֶת
ְ וַּיֹאכַל וַּי
While studying this week’s Torah portion, I wonder why Yitzchak (Isaac) could
not see the spiritual qualities of his sons. Did Rebecca not share with Yitzchak
the prophecy of the two sons who struggled together in her womb? in Bereshit /
Genesis 25:22-23 -ּכֵן ָלּמָה ּזֶה !נֹכִי וֵַּתֶלְך ִלְדרׁש אֶת-כב וַּיִתְרֲֹצצּו ַהָּבנִים ְּב ִק ְרּבָּה וַּתֹאמֶר אִם

ּוׁשנֵי ְל ֻאּמִים ִמ ֵּמַעיְִך יִָּפרֵדּו ּוְלאֹם ִמלְאֹם
ְ  כג וַּיֹאמֶר יְהֹוָה לָּה ְׁשנֵי גֹייִם ]גֹויִם[ ְּבִבְטנְֵך:יְהֹוָה
: יֱֶאמָץ וְרַב יַעֲבֹד ָצעִיר25:22 But the children struggled together within her; and she said, ‘If it is
so, why then am I this way? So she went to inquire of the Lord. 25:23 The Lord said to her, ‘Two
nations are in your womb; And two peoples will be separated from your body; And one people
shall be stronger than the other; And the older shall serve the younger.’ (NASB) How did the

lives of each of his sons go unobserved by Yitzchak to the extent that he missed
the critical nature of the blessing God had given him and the future of his people?
6

Did Yitzchak miss the implications of the Akedah that the promise of Avraham
would bless all the families of the earth? In Bereshit / Genesis 25:27, it says that
 Esav was aוַּיְִגּדְלּו ַהּנְָערִים וַיְהִי עֵשָֹו אִיׁש יֵֹדַע ַציִד אִיׁש שָֹדֶה וְיַעֲקֹב אִיׁש ּתָם יׁשֵב אֹ ָהלִים
ַ a hunter, therefore he knew how to trap his prey, to deceive his prey intoציִד
thinking he was safe and then death would come quickly. Is it possible that Esav
deceived his father Yitzchak like his prey, deceiving him to think that he kept the
mitzvot (commandments) of God? After realizing that he had blessed the wrong
son, it is interesting how Yitzchak puts a twist on the blessing that he gives Esave
which is very similar to the one he gave to Yaakov.
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Blessing of Yaakov

פרשת תולדות ספר בראשית פרק כז פסוק כה-כט
ֵׁש ְּת :כו
כה וַּיֹאמֶר ַהּגִׁשָה ּלִי וְאְֹכלָה ִמּצֵיד ְּבנִי ְל ַמעַן ְּתָב ֶרְכָך נַפְׁשִי וַּיַּגֶׁש-לֹו וַּיֹאכַל וַּיָבֵא לֹו יַיִן וַּי ְ
ּוׁשקָהּ-לִי ְּבנִי :כז וַּיִּגַׁש וַּיִּׁשַק-לֹו וַּיָרַח אֶת-רֵי ַח ְּבָגדָיו וַיְָב ֲרכֵהּו
וַּיֹאמֶר ֵאלָיו יְִצחָק $בִיו ּגְׁשָהּ-נָא ֲ
ֲׁשר ֵּבֲרכֹו יְהֹוָה] :ששי[ כח וְיִּתֶןְ-לָך ָהאֱלֹהִים ִמּטַל
וַּיֹאמֶר ְראֵה רֵי ַח ְּבנִי ְּכרֵי ַח שָֹדֶה א ֶ
ִׁש ַּתחֲוּו[ ְלָך ְלאֻּמִים
ִׁש ַּת ֲחוֻ ]וְי ְ
ִׁש ַמּנֵי הָ/רֶץ וְרֹב ּדגָן וְתִירׁש :כט יַ ַעבְדּוָך עַּמִים וְי ְ
ַּׁש ַמיִם ּומ ְ
הָ
ִׁש ַּתחֲוּו ְלָך ְּבנֵי ִא ֶּמָך אֹ ֲררֶיָך /רּור ּו ְמָב ֲרכֶיָך ָּברּוְך:
ֱהוֵה ְגבִיר לְ4חֶיָך וְי ְ
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Blessing of Esav

פרשת תולדות ספר בראשית פרק כז פסוק ל-מא

265

Yitzchak gave a very similar blessing to Esav but it is interesting to observe that
the blessing given to Esav was reversed. The fat places of the earth would be
וַּיַעַן יְִצחָק $בִיו וַּיֹאמֶר ֵאלָיו ( Esav’s dwelling and also the dew from heaven above
ַּׁש ַמיִם ֵמעָל
ֹוׁשֶבָך ּו ִמּטַל ה ָ
ִׁש ַמּנֵי הָ$רֶץ יְִהיֶה מ ָ
ִ ). Yitzchak beginning with the blessingהּנֵה מ ְ
in reverse order indicates that Esav would be blessed in prosperity in this world
וְיִּתֶןְ-ל ָך and then also the dew from heaven. In Yaakov’s blessing which says
ִׁש ַמּנֵי הָ$רֶץ וְרֹב ּדגָן וְתִירׁש
ַּׁש ַמיִם ּומ ְ
ָ the order has Yitzchak saying thatהאֱלֹהִים ִמּטַל ה ָ
Yaakov would be given the dew of heaven, and the fat places of the earth would
be his dwelling. The dew from heaven is directing our attention to Yaakov
7
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ל וַיְהִי ַּכאֲׁשֶר ִּכּלָה יְִצחָק ְלָבֵרְך אֶת-יַעֲקֹב וַיְהִי ְ9ך יָצֹא יָצָא יַעֲקֹב ֵמאֵת ְּפנֵי יְִצחָק $בִיו וְעֵשָֹו
$חִיו ּבָא ִמּצֵידֹו :לא וַּיַעַשֹ ּגַם-הּוא ַמ ְטַעּמִים וַּיָבֵא לְ$בִיו וַּיֹאמֶר לְ$בִיו יָקֻם $בִי וְיֹאכַל ִמּצֵיד
ְׁשָך :לב וַּיֹאמֶר לֹו יְִצחָק $בִיו מִיּ$-תָה וַּיֹאמֶר ֲאנִי ִּבנְָך בְכֹ ְרָך עֵשָֹו :לג
ְּבנֹו ַּבֲעבֻר ְּתָב ֲרַכּנִי נַפ ֶ
וַּיֱֶחרַד יְִצחָק ֲח ָרדָה ּגְדֹלָה עַד-מְאֹד וַּיֹאמֶר מִיֵ-אפֹוא הּוא ַהּצָדַ-ציִד וַּיָבֵא לִי וָאֹכַל מִּכֹל ְּבֶטרֶם
ָּתבֹוא וֲָאָב ֲרֵכהּו ּגַםּ-בָרּוְך יְִהיֶה :לד ּכִׁשְמַֹע עֵשָֹו אֶתִּ-דְברֵי $בִיו וַּיְִצעַק ְצָעקָה ּגְדֹלָה ּו ָמרָה עַד-
מְאֹד וַּיֹאמֶר לְ$בִיו ָּב ֲרֵכנִי גַם$-נִי $בִי :לה וַּיֹאמֶר ּבָא $חִיָך ְּב ִמ ְרמָה וַּיִּקַח ִּב ְרָכ ֶתָך :לו
וַּיֹאמֶר ֲהכִי ָקרָא ְׁשמֹו יַעֲקֹב וַּיְַע ְקֵבנִי זֶה ַפֲע ַמיִם אֶתּ-בְכָֹרתִי ָלקָח וְִהּנֵה ַעּתָה ָלקַח ִּב ְרָכתִי וַּיֹא ַמר
הֲלֹאַ$-צְל ָּת ּלִי ְּב ָרכָה :לז וַּיַעַן יְִצחָק וַּיֹאמֶר ְלעֵשָֹו הֵן ְּגבִיר שַֹ ְמּתִיו ָלְך וְאֶתּ-כָלֶ-אחָיו נָ ַתּתִי לֹו
ַלֲעָבדִים וְָדגָן וְתִירׁש ְס ַמְכּתִיו ּוְלכָה ֵאפֹוא מָה ֶאעֱשֶֹה ְּבנִי :לח וַּיֹאמֶר עֵשָֹו אֶל$-בִיו ַהֲב ָרכָה
9חַת הִואְ-לָך $בִי ָּב ֲרֵכנִי גַם$-נִי $בִי וַּיִּׂשָא עֵשָֹו קֹלֹו וַּיְֵבְּך :לט וַּיַעַן יִ ְצחָק /בִיו וַּיֹאמֶר ֵאלָיו
ַּׁש ַמיִם ֵמעָל :מ וְעַלַ-ח ְרְּבָך ִת ְחיֶה וְאֶת/-חִיָך
ּומּטַל ה ָ
מֹוׁשֶבָך ִ
ִׁש ַמּנֵי הָ/רֶץ יִ ְהיֶה ָ
ִהּנֵה מ ְ
ֲׁשר ָּתרִיד ּוָפ ַר ְק ָּת עֻּלֹו ֵמעַל ַצּוָא ֶרָך :מא וַּיִשְֹטֹם עֵשָֹו אֶת-יַעֲקֹב עַל-
ַּתעֲבֹד וְ ָהיָה ַּכא ֶ
ַהְּב ָרכָה אֲׁשֶר ֵּב ֲרכֹו $בִיו וַּיֹאמֶר עֵשָֹו ְּבִלּבֹו יְִק ְרבּו יְמֵי ֵאבֶל $בִי וְַ 9ה ְרגָה אֶת-יַעֲקֹב $חִי:
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having focused his attention on the Lord in heaven, and the blessing of prosperity
would come from Heaven first, and then he would partake in the fat places of the
earth, in other words, the blessing from heaven preceded his blessing in prosperity
on earth. Yaakov left off the blessing of the grain ( )ּדגָןand new wine ()וְתִירׁש
while blessing Esav. It is interesting to note that the absence of the grain may
draw a parallel with the “grain offering” in the Mishkhan (Tabernacle). The grain
offering is also known as the gift offering, or meal offering, in the King James
Version is translated as “meat offering,” this is a type of biblical offering that did
not include meat. The grain offerings were often made on its own but also
accompanied the whole offering. Scholars believed that the term gift offering
originally referred to all voluntary sacrifices but later came to refer to only nonmeat offerings. Vayikra / Leviticus 1:1-17 describes the “Whole Burnt Offering”
the absence of the grain ( )ּדגָןin Esav’s blessing suggests that Esav was not
voluntary in his gifts to God because he despised God and His promises. The
common Hebrew word for wine is  ייוfrom the root meaning “to boil up” or “to be
in ferment.” Others believe the word is derived from the root word meaning “to
tread out” and point to the idea that the juice of the grape is trodden upon. It is
interesting that here in the text  וְתִירׁשis used for “new wine.” It is possible that
this word is derived from the root  לרשתmeaning “to inherit.” Easton’s
Dictionary says “This Hebrew word has been traced to a root meaning "to take
possession of" and hence it is supposed that tirosh is so designated because in
intoxicating it takes possession of the brain. Among the blessings promised to
Esau (Gen. 27:28) mention is made of "plenty of corn and tirosh." Palestine is
called "a land of corn and tirosh" (Deut. 33:28; comp. Isa. 36:17). See also Deut.
28:51; 2 Chr. 32:28; Joel 2:19; Hos. 4:11, ("wine [yayin] and new wine [tirosh]
take away the heart"). (8.)” The libation of wine in the Torah is a liquid offering,
a tribute, a oblation, the ritual pouring of a drink as an offering to God. In
Bereshit / Genesis 35:14 Yaakov built a pillar and poured out on the stone a drink
offering and oil. The absence of the new wine in Esav’s blessing suggest he is not
to inherit the promises God had made, he has been trodden down upon by his
brother Yaakov because he despised God and His covenant promises.
Studying this week’s Parashah, God had a plan for Yaakov and Esav. The
Lord also has a plan for you and I, Yeremiyah / Jeremiah 29:11-13 נֹכִי$ יא ּכִי

ְׁשבֹות ָׁשלֹום וְלֹא ְל ָרעָה ָל ֵתת ָלכֶם
ְ יְהֹוָה ַמח-נֹכִי חׁשֵב ֲעֵליכֶם נְאֻם$ ַה ַּמחֲׁשָבֹת אֲׁשֶר-יַָדְעּתִי אֶת
ַׁשּתֶם אֹ ִתי
ְ  יג ּוִבּק:ְׁש ַמְעּתִי ֲאלֵיכֶם
ָ  יב ּו ְקרָאתֶם אֹתִי וֲַהַלְכּתֶם וְִה ְתַּפַּלְלּתֶם ֵאלָי ו:ֲחרִית וְִת ְקוָה9
ְלַבְבכֶם-ְׁשנִי ְּבכָל
ֻ ּו ְמצָאתֶם ּכִי ִתְדר: is a testimony to this. In God’s plan he chose
Yaakov, to demonstrate that the choice of life is a life that is lived by faith before
God. Throughout the scriptures, in the Tanach, and the Ketuvei Shelachim
(Apostolic Writings) God is calling us to live by faith. The Lord sent His Word
providing atonement for our sins in Yeshua the Messiah. The plan the Lord has
for you and I is to believe in Yeshua the Messiah, to trust in God’s Word, and to
obey all of which is lead/motivated by faith and love for God. If you would like
to begin today to live by faith, you can do so by trusting in the path that God has
established, that is by faith in the Messiah Yeshua. Let’s Pray!

8

Heavenly Father,
Thank You for the gift of your Word that reveals to me Your love and
mercy. Help me to know without a doubt that You have established me in Your
Son Yeshua the Messiah because of Your mercy and love. I believe the path that
you have laid out before me is to believe by faith that Yeshua laid down His life
for me as the Lamb of God. I believe that He (Yeshua) was raised up to life from
the grave as the Scriptures say in fulfillment of Your Word. Thank You, Lord for
making the truth of Your Son known to me today. Thank You for forgiving me
and redeeming me from my sins. Help me to serve You Lord by faith and help
me to regard your truth in my heart. Please come and work in my life each day
and help me to hear Your voice. Thank You Lord for all You have done; I give
You all of the glory, the honor, and the praise forever and ever.
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In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

355

What to pray:
• Ask the Lord to help you slow down in life and be able to rest in Him, and
seek His peace and the path that He has for you each day.
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•

Ask the Lord to help you to draw near to Him in the stillness of your heart
in order “to hear His voice” and “to hold fast to Him.”

•

Thank the Lord for lifting the burden of sin and revealing His truth in your
heart and life.

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

***************************************
:הללויה לאדוננו מורנו ורבינו ישוע מלך המשיח לעולם ועד
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever

9

