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Repentance, Confession, and the Forgiveness of sins
 השבועות הזה קוראים/ This Week’s Reading
תורה:
Numbers 4:21-7:89
הפטרה: Judges 13:2-5
הברית: John 3-4
החדשה:
Triennial cycle: Bamidbar / Numbers 4:21-5:10
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This week’s reading is from Parashat Naso (Bamidbar / Numbers 4:217:89) the Lord speaks to Moshe telling him to number the sons of Gershon and
the fathers of their household by their families ( הֵם-רֹאשׁ ְבּנֵי גֵרְשׁוֹן גַּם-כב נָשֹא אֶת
:ִשׁפְּחֹתָם
ְ )ְלבֵית אֲבֹתָם ְלמ. It is interesting that the title of this week’s Parashah and
the command to number the people is described by this Hebrew word  נָשֹאwhich
comes from the root word  לשאתmeaning “to carry, lift, bear, endure, or suffer”
but is translated as “number” the people. According to these Scriptures,
numbering the people is connected to lifting, bearing, enduring, and suffering.
ֻ  ) ַהגֵּרand details the duties
Moshe obeys the Lord and numbers the Gershonites (ְשׁנִּי
of the sons of Levi in their work in carrying the Mishkhan (Tabernacle) in its
construction and deconstruction (4:21-49). The Lord then tells Moshe to
command the people to send away the person who is unclean, the one with
Tzaraat (Leper) and every person having a discharge of the skin (5:1-4) everyone
who is unclean so the camp is not defiled. The Lord commands when a person
sins he is to make restitution by confessing their sin and then adding one-fifth to
the wrong and giving it to the person that he has wronged. In Bamidbar /
ָ א-ְבּנֵי יִשְָֹראֵל אִישׁ אוֹ-ו ַדּבֵּר אֶל
Numbers 5:6-8 it says חַטֹּאת הָאָדָם-ִשּׁה כִּי יַעֲשֹוּ ִמכָּל

ִ ֲשׁר עָשֹוּ וְה
ֶ ַחטָּאתָם א- ז וְִה ְתוַדּוּ אֶת:ְאָשׁמָה ַהנֶּפֶשׁ ַההִוא
ְ ִלמְעֹל ַמעַל בַּיהוָֹה ו
ֲשׁמוֹ
ָ א-ֵשׁיב אֶת
ָאָשׁם ֵאלָיו
ָ ָשׁיב ה
ִ אֵין ָלאִישׁ גֹּאֵל ְלה- ח וְאִם:אָשׁם לוֹ
ַ ֲשׁר
ֶ ִישׁתוֹ יֹסֵף ָעלָיו וְנָתַן ַלא
ִ בְּרֹאשׁוֹ וֲַחמ
ֶ ַמּוּשׁב לַיהוָֹה לַכֹּהֵן ִמְלּבַד אֵיל ַהִכֻּפּרִים א
:בּוֹ ָעלָיו-ֲשׁר יְַכפֶּר
ָ ָאָשׁם ה
ָ  ה5:6 ‘Speak to the sons of
Israel, 'When a man or woman commits any of the sins of mankind, acting
unfaithfully against the Lord, and that person is guilty, 5:7 then he shall confess
his sins which he has committed, and he shall make restitution in full for his
wrong and add to it one-fifth of it, and give it to him whom he has wronged. 5:8
'But if the man has no relative to whom restitution may be made for the wrong,
the restitution which is made for the wrong must go to the Lord for the priest,
besides the ram of atonement, by which atonement is made for him. (NASB) It is
interesting here it says that if a man sins against another man, the man has also
sinned against God (:ְאָשׁמָה ַהנֶּפֶשׁ ַההִוא
ְ חַטֹּאת הָאָדָם ִלמְעֹל ַמעַל בַּיהוָֹה ו-) ִמכָּל. The
scriptures then describe what to do if a man’s wife is unfaithful, how to test her
faithfulness before the Lord (5:12). The wife is brought to the temple, and if she
1

has not defiled herself, a grain offering is made of one-tenth of an ephah of barley
meal (5:13-15). However, no oil or frankincense is to be put on the grain because
ְ א-טו וְֵהבִיא ָהאִישׁ אֶת
it is an offering of jealousy ( ָקְרָבּנָהּ ָעלֶי ָה-הַכֹּהֵן וְֵהבִיא אֶת-ִשׁתּוֹ אֶל

ִמנְחַת ְקנָאֹת הוּא-יִתֵּן ָעלָיו לְבֹנָה כִּי-יִצֹק ָעלָיו ֶשׁמֶן וְלֹא-עֲשִֹירִת ָהאֵיפָה ֶקמַח שְֹעֹרִים לֹא
:) ִמנְחַת זִכָּרוֹן ַמזְֶכּרֶת עָוֹן. The Cohen then has the woman stand before the Lord, takes
ִ  ) ַמיִם קand places dust from the floor of the Mishkhan into the
holy water (ְדֹשׁים
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water (5:17), places the grain offering of jealousy in her hands and makes her take
an oath before God concerning her unfaithfulness. The Cohen then writes the
oath of the curse on a scroll and washes off the ink from the scroll into the water,
and causes the woman to drink the water (5:19-26). If the woman has defiled
herself in unfaithfulness, the waters will make her barren unable to have children,
if she was faithful then she will be able to bear children (5:27-29). The Scriptures
continue in Bamidbar / Numbers 6 detailing the requirements of one who makes
the vow of a Nazarite he or she is (i) not to drink wine, vinegar, strong drink or
anything from the fruit of the vine, (ii) not to shave the head, and (iii) not to touch
any dead thing (6:1-21). Following the Nazarite vow, the Lord tells Moshe to
have Aharon bless the people with the Aharonic blessing (6:22-26). Moshe then
constructs the Mishkhan and consecrates the Mishkhan (7:1-11). Each tribe is to
participate in the dedication of the Mishkhan; they are to present a silver dish
weighing one hundred and thirty shekels, a silver bowl of seventy shekels, and a
grain offering. One gold pan of ten shekels full of incense, one bull, one ram, one
male lamb for an Olah Korban (לְעֹלָה, Burnt Offering), one male goat for a
Khatat Korban (ְל ַחטָּאת, Sin Offering) and for the Shelamim Korban (ַשָּׁלמִים
ְ ה,
Peace Offering) two oxen, five rams, five male goats, five male lambs (7:10-17).
This dedication repeated twelve times, one per day for each of the tribes of
Yisrael totaling twelve days. This week’s Parashah ends detailing the total
number of animals offered as sacrifices for the dedication of the altar of God.
In Bamidbar / Numbers 5:1-4 it says:מֹשׁה לֵּאמֹר
ֶ -( וַיְַדבֵּר יְהוָֹה אֶל5:1 Then
the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,) זָב-צָרוַּע וְכָל-ַה ַמּ ֲחנֶה כָּל-ִישׁלְּחוּ מִן
ַ ְבּנֵי יִשְָֹראֵל ו-צַו אֶת
:( וְכֹל ָטמֵא ָלנֶָפשׁ5:2 ‘Command the sons of Israel that they send away from the camp
every leper and everyone having a discharge and everyone who is unclean because
of a dead person.) There are many levels of “unclean” as defined in the Scriptures.
Here God commands Moshe to instruct the people to send away the person who is
found to be unclean. The one with Tsaraat (leper) or with the skin discharge are
permanently unclean whereas the one who has touched a dead person may become
clean to rejoin the community again. Each of these types of uncleanliness requires
different lengths of separation from the congregation and more or less vigorous
methods of restoration. In verses 5:5-10 we find a difference from the previous
mitzvot (commands). The previous situation dealt with someone becoming unclean;
here God deals with personal sin between people and the need for reconciliation.
This week we will study these ten verses from sefer Bamidbar 5:1-10 to see how the
scriptures reveal the condition of our heart, our faith, and train us to show biblical
love toward one another.

י-פרשת נשא ספר במדבר פרק ה פסוק ה
-ִשּׁה כִּי יַעֲשֹוּ ִמכָּל
ָ א-ְבּנֵי יִשְֹ ָראֵל אִישׁ אוֹ- ו ַדּבֵּר אֶל:מֹשׁה לֵּאמֹר
ֶ -ה וַיְַדבֵּר יְהוָֹה אֶל
ְ חַטֹּאת הָאָדָם ִלמְעֹל ַמעַל בַּיהוָֹה ו
ֲשׁר עָשֹוּ
ֶ ַחטָּאתָם א- ז וְִה ְתוַדּוּ אֶת:ְאָשׁמָה ַהנֶּפֶשׁ ַההִוא
2

Bamidbar / Numbers 5:510
5:5 Then the Lord spoke to
Moses, saying, 5:6 ‘Speak
to the sons of Israel, 'When
a man or woman commits
any of the sins of mankind,
acting unfaithfully against
the Lord, and that person is
guilty, 5:7 then he shall
confess his sins which he
has committed, and he shall
make restitution in full for
his wrong and add to it onefifth of it, and give it to him
whom he has wronged. 5:8
'But if the man has no
relative to whom restitution
may be made for the wrong,
the restitution which is
made for the wrong must go
to the Lord for the priest,
besides
the
ram
of
atonement,
by
which
atonement is made for him.
5:9 'Also every contribution
pertaining to all the holy
gifts of the sons of Israel,
which they offer to the
priest, shall be his. 5:10 'So
every man's holy gifts shall
be his; whatever any man
gives to the priest, it
becomes his.'‘ (NASB)

אֵין ָלאִישׁ גֹּאֵל- ח וְאִם:אָשׁם לוֹ
ַ ֲשׁר
ֶ ִישׁתוֹ יֹסֵף ָעלָיו וְנָתַן ַלא
ִ ֲשׁמוֹ בְּרֹאשׁוֹ וֲַחמ
ָ א-ֵשׁיב אֶת
ִ וְה
ָ ָאָשׁם ה
ָ ָאָשׁם ֵאלָיו ה
ָ ָשׁיב ה
ִ ְלה
- ט וְכָל:בּוֹ ָעלָיו-ֲשׁר יְַכפֶּר
ֶ ַמּוּשׁב לַיהוָֹה לַכֹּהֵן ִמְלּבַד אֵיל ַהִכֻּפּרִים א
ָשׁיו לוֹ יִהְיוּ אִישׁ
ָ ֳקד- י וְאִישׁ אֶת:יְַקרִיבוּ לַכֹּהֵן לוֹ יְִהיֶה-ֲשׁר
ֶ יִשְָֹראֵל א-ְשׁי ְבנֵי
ֵ ָקד-תְּרוּמָה ְלכָל
:יִתֵּן לַכֹּהֵן לוֹ יְִהיֶה-ֲשׁר
ֶא
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The section of Scripture from the Torah portion shows us that a sinner must turn
from his or her sin and confess his or her sin before God as it says in Bamidbar /
Numbers 5:6-7 saying 5:6 ‘Speak to the sons of Israel, 'When a man or woman
commits any of the sins of mankind, acting unfaithfully against the Lord, and that
person is guilty, 5:7 then he shall confess his sins which he has committed, and he
shall make restitution in full for his wrong and add to it one-fifth of it, and give it
to him whom he has wronged. (NASB) These verses tell us what is required of us,
we need to repent. The Scriptures state specifically a person is to “repent from
his sin” ֲשׁמוֹ
ָ א-ֵשׁיב ֶאת
ִ  וְהwhere the word ֵשׁיב
ִ “ וְהHeshiv” means “to turn” indicating
that repentance consists of a physical response (action in one’s life) to turn from
sin and not simply showing remorse in the heart (note the Greek versus Hebraic
mindset). To turn from the path of unrighteousness taking it upon ourselves to
never do such a thing ever again; essentially, these scriptures show us that
confession is a necessary part of Teshuvah (repentance) leading to salvation.
Here we find a mitzvah (command) in the Torah to confess our sins and to
repent before God. We are not to remain in sin but we are to strive against sin. In
110
the Psalms, King David said in Tehilim /
ְשׁ ֲאָגתִי
ַ ַשׁתִּי בָּלוּ ֲע ָצמָי בּ
ְ  ג כִּי ֶה ֱחרPsalms 32:3 When I kept silent about my sin,
|  ד כִּי | יוֹמָם וַָליְלָה:הַיּוֹם- כָּלmy body wasted away Through my groaning
 ִתְּכבַּד ָעלַי יֶָדָך נְֶהַפְּך ְל ַשׁדִּיall day long. 32:4 For day and night Your
 ה ַחטָּאתִי: ְבּ ַחרְבֹנֵי ַקיִץ ֶסלָהhand was heavy upon me; My vitality was
ִכסִּיתִי אָ ַמ ְר ִתּי-ֲעָך וַעֲוֹנִי לֹא115
 אוֹדִיdrained away as with the fever heat of summer.
Selah. 32:5 I acknowledged my sin to You,
ְשׁעַי לַיהֹוָה וְאַתָּה
ָ  אוֹדֶה ֲעלֵי פAnd my iniquity I did not hide; I said, ‘I will
- ו עַל: נָשָֹא ָת עֲוֹן ַח ָטּאתִי ֶסלָהconfess my transgressions to the Lord’; And
ָחסִיד | ֵאלֶיָך ְלעֵת- זֹאת יְִתַפּלֵּל כָּלYou forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah. 32:6
120 מTherefore, let everyone who is godly pray to
ְשׁטֶף ַמיִם ַרבִּים ֵאלָיו
ֵ ְצֹא רַק ל
: לֹא יַגִּיעוּYou in a time when You may be found; Surely
in a flood of great waters they will not reach
him. (NASB) David says that “when I kept silent, my “bones” (, ֲע ָצמָיatsmay)
ְשׁ ֲאגָתִי
ַ “ בּbeshaagati” “roared.” David is saying that deep within his body, sin
was causing his bones to roar as the NASB translates “groan all day long.” The
hand of the Lord was tichbad ( ) ִתְּכבַּדheavy upon him day and night (32:4)
indicating that the Lord was working in David leading him to repent from his sin.
David says “I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said,
ָ  )פto the Lord’; And You forgave the guilt of
‘I will confess my transgressions (ְשׁעַי
my sin. Selah.” (32:5) even the smallest sin needs to be confessed before the
Lord. In the Torah in sefer Bamidbar / Numbers 5:7 we find that repentance
(ֵשׁיב
ִ  )וְהand confession work together. This is very similar to what the Apostle
John said in 1 John 1:9 9ἐὰν ὁμολογῶμεν τὰς ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν, πιστός
ἐστιν καὶ δίκαιος ἵνα ἀφῇ ἡμῖν τὰς ἁμαρτίας καὶ καθαρίσῃ ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ
3

135

140

145

150

160

165

170

175

180

Copyright © 2011 MATSATI.COM | All Rights Reserved: http://www.matsati.com/

155

πάσης ἀδικίας. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (NASB) We find
a consistent understanding of these verses from the Torah on repentance and
confession in the Ketuvei Shelachim when John the Baptist called Yisrael to
immerse as a sign of repentance. John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance in
the Jordan River “Confessing their sins” (ἐξομολογούμενοι τὰς ἁμαρτίας)
according to Mark 1:5 (And all the country of Judea was going out to him, and all
the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan
River, confessing their sins.) Yeshua (Jesus) also said 7λέγω ὑμῖν ὅτι οὕτως
χαρὰ ἐν τῷ οὐρανῷ ἔσται ἐπὶ ἑνὶ ἁμαρτωλῷ μετανοοῦντι ἢ ἐπὶ
ἐνενήκοντα ἐννέα δικαίοις οἵτινες οὐ χρείαν ἔχουσιν μετανοίας. “There
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance.” (Luke 15:7) With these examples
(note that there are many more examples in the scriptures) we can say that
through all of scripture confession (ἐξομολογούμενοι) and repentance
(μετανοίας, ֵשׁיב
ִ  )וְהwork together as we seek forgiveness of sins before the Lord.
As we observed earlier, contained in the reading Bamidbar / Numbers 5:110, there are two sets of mitzvot, in the first mitzvah God commands Moshe to
instruct the people to send away the person who is found to be unclean. The one
with Tsaraat (leper) or with the skin discharge are considered to be permanently
unclean until God heals them. The one who has touched a dead person after
waiting a period of time outside of the camp and performing a mikvah may
become clean to rejoin the community again. Each of these types of uncleanliness
requires different lengths of separation from the congregation and more or less
vigorous methods of restoration. In the case of the person with the skin disease,
the period of time outside of the camp may be permanent, or at least until God
heals the person from their disease. As one is healed by God from the disease, the
Cohen must follow a very specific procedure according to the Torah in order to
restore ritual purity (See Vayikra / Leviticus 14). From a practical point of view,
why do you think that this practice was beneficial to send those who were unclean
outside the camp?

ד-פרשת נשא ספר במדבר פרק ה פסוק א
זָב-צָרוַּע וְכָל-ַה ַמּ ֲחנֶה כָּל-ִישׁלְּחוּ מִן
ַ ְבּנֵי יִשְָֹראֵל ו- ב צַו אֶת:מֹשׁה לֵּאמֹר
ֶ -א וַיְַדבֵּר יְהוָֹה אֶל
ַמ ֲחנֵיהֶם-ְשׁלְּחוּם וְלֹא יְַטמְּאוּ אֶת
ַ מִחוּץ ַל ַמּ ֲחנֶה תּ-ְשׁלֵּחוּ אֶל
ַ נְֵקבָה תּ- ג ִמזָּכָר עַד:וְכֹל ָטמֵא ָלנָפֶשׁ
ַ כֵן ְבּנֵי יִשְָֹראֵל וַי- ד וַיַּעֲשֹוּ:ֲשׁר ֲאנִי שֹׁכֵן בְּתוֹכָם
ֶא
ֲשׁר ִדֶּבּר
ֶ מִחוּץ ַל ַמּ ֲחנֶה ַכּא-ְשׁלְּחוּ אוֹתָם אֶל
:מֹשׁה כֵּן עָשֹוּ ְבּנֵי יִשְָֹראֵל
ֶ -יְהוָֹה אֶל
Bamidbar / Numbers 5:1-4
5:1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 5:2 ‘Command the sons of Israel that
they send away from the camp every leper and everyone having a discharge and
everyone who is unclean because of a dead person. 5:3 ‘You shall send away
both male and female; you shall send them outside the camp so that they will not
defile their camp where I dwell in their midst.’ 5:4 The sons of Israel did so and
sent them outside the camp; just as the Lord had spoken to Moses, thus the sons of
Israel did. (NASB)
4

In the case of Tsaraat, any skin disease (i.e. the person that had a discharge from
sores on their skin, etc) was sent outside of the camp to prevent the spread of the
disease. In addition to this, these mitzvot (commands) were not only used to
identify and deal with people who were unclean in the physical sense, but also in
the spiritual sense of the application of God’s Word concerning “clean” (טהר,
tahor) and “unclean” ( ָטמֵא, tamei). These mitzvot are not limited to the physical
things but also have important spiritual implications particularly in relation to
behavior and doctrine. False doctrine and teaching are “unclean” whereas God’s
doctrine, according to the Scriptures, is “clean” where one leads to spiritual
health and the other to spiritual death and separation from the people of God and
from God Himself. An example of this is found in the Ketuvei Shelachim were
the Apostle Paul addresses “behavior and doctrine” to the believers in Corinth.
Was the Apostle Paul thinking about Bamidbar / Numbers 5 when he was
speaking to the people in 1 Corinthians chapter 4 and 5 to deliver such a one to
Satan for the destruction of his flesh?

185
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οὐ γὰρ ἐν λόγῳ ἡ βασιλεία τοῦ θεοῦ ἀλλʹ ἐν δυνάμει. 21τί θέλετε; ἐν
ῥάβδῳ ἔλθω πρὸς ὑμᾶς, ἢ ἐν ἀγάπῃ πνεύματί τε πραΰτητος; 1Ολως
ἀκούεται ἐν ὑμῖν πορνεία, καὶ τοιαύτη πορνεία ἥτις οὐδὲ ἐν τοῖς
ἔθνεσιν, ὥστε γυναῖκά τινα τοῦ πατρὸς ἔχειν. 2καὶ ὑμεῖς πεφυσιωμένοι
ἐστέ, καὶ οὐχὶ μᾶλλον ἐπενθήσατε, ἵνα ἀρθῇ ἐκ μέσου ὑμῶν ὁ τὸ ἔργον
τοῦτο πράξας; 3ἐγὼ μὲν γάρ, ἀπὼν τῷ σώματι παρὼν δὲ τῷ πνεύματι,
ἤδη κέκρικα ὡς παρὼν τὸν οὕτως τοῦτο κατεργασάμενον 4ἐν τῷ
ὀνόματι τοῦ κυρίου [ἡμῶν] Ἰησοῦ, συναχθέντων ὑμῶν καὶ τοῦ ἐμοῦ
πνεύματος σὺν τῇ δυνάμει τοῦ κυρίου ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ, 5παραδοῦναι τὸν
τοιοῦτον τῷ Σατανᾷ εἰς ὄλεθρον τῆς σαρκός, ἵνα τὸ πνεῦμα σωθῇ
ἐν τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τοῦ κυρίου. 6Οὐ καλὸν τὸ καύχημα ὑμῶν. οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι
μικρὰ ζύμη ὅλον τὸ φύραμα ζυμοῖ; 7ἐκκαθάρατε τὴν παλαιὰν ζύμην,
ἵνα ἦτε νέον φύραμα, καθώς ἐστε ἄζυμοι. καὶ γὰρ τὸ πάσχα ἡμῶν
ἐτύθη Χριστός: 8ὥστε ἑορτάζωμεν, μὴ ἐν ζύμῃ παλαιᾷ μηδὲ ἐν ζύμῃ
κακίας καὶ πονηρίας, ἀλλʹ ἐν ἀζύμοις εἰλικρινείας καὶ ἀληθείας.
9Ἔγραψα ὑμῖν ἐν τῇ ἐπιστολῇ μὴ συναναμίγνυσθαι πόρνοις, 10οὐ
πάντως τοῖς πόρνοις τοῦ κόσμου τούτου ἢ τοῖς πλεονέκταις καὶ
ἅρπαξιν ἢ εἰδωλολάτραις, ἐπεὶ ὠφείλετε ἄρα ἐκ τοῦ κόσμου ἐξελθεῖν.
11νῦν
δὲ ἔγραψα ὑμῖν μὴ συναναμίγνυσθαι ἐάν τις ἀδελφὸς
ὀνομαζόμενος ᾖ πόρνος ἢ πλεονέκτης ἢ εἰδωλολάτρης ἢ λοίδορος ἢ
μέθυσος ἢ ἅρπαξ, τῷ τοιούτῳ μηδὲ συνεσθίειν.
20
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Here Paul is writing to the Corinthians about sexual immorality where a man has
become sexually intimate with his stepmother. The believers in Corinth were not
offended by this situation and Paul was writing to address this issue. The
expression παραδοῦναι τὸν τοιοῦτον τῷ Σατανᾷ meaning “to deliver up
5

1 Corinthians 4:20-5:11
4:20 For the kingdom of God
does not consist in words but
in power. 4:21 What do you
desire? Shall I come to you
with a rod, or with love and a
spirit of gentleness? 5:1 It is
actually reported that there is
immorality among you, and
immorality of such a kind as
does not exist even among the
Gentiles, that someone has his
father's wife. 5:2 You have
become arrogant and have not
mourned instead, so that the
one who had done this deed
would be removed from your
midst. 5:3 For I, on my part,
though absent in body but
present in spirit, have already
judged him who has so
committed this, as though I
were present. 5:4 In the name
of our Lord Jesus, when you
are assembled, and I with you
in spirit, with the power of our
Lord Jesus, 5:5 I have decided
to deliver such a one to Satan
for the destruction of his
flesh, so that his spirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord
Jesus. 5:6 Your boasting is
not good. Do you not know
that a little leaven leavens the
whole lump of dough 5:7
Clean out the old leaven so
that you may be a new lump,
just as you are in fact
unleavened. For Christ our
Passover also has been
sacrificed. 5:8 Therefore let
us celebrate the feast, not with
old leaven, nor with the leaven
of malice and wickedness, but
with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth. 5:9 I
wrote you in my letter not to
associate
with
immoral
people; 5:10 I did not at all
mean with the immoral people
of this world, or with the
covetous and swindlers, or
with idolaters, for then you
would have to go out of the
world. 5:11 But actually, I
wrote to you not to associate
with any so-called brother if
he is an immoral person, or
covetous, or an idolater, or a
reviler, or a drunkard, or a
swindler not even to eat with
such a one. (NASB)

225

such to satan for the ruin of the flesh” appears to be very similar wording to the
sending away of the unclean person outside of the camp in the Septuagint (LXX,
Greek translation of the Tanach) in Bamidbar / Numbers 5.

230


παραδοῦναι τὸν τοιοῦτον τῷ Σατανᾷ εἰς ὄλεθρον τῆς σαρκός, ἵνα τὸ
πνεῦμα σωθῇ ἐν τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τοῦ κυρίου. 6Οὐ καλὸν τὸ καύχημα ὑμῶν.
οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι μικρὰ ζύμη ὅλον τὸ φύραμα ζυμοῖ;
5

LXX Bamidbar / Numbers 5:1-4

235

καὶ ἐλάλησεν κύριος πρὸς Μωυσῆν λέγων 2πρόσταξον τοῖς υἱοῖς
Ισραηλ καὶ ἐξαποστειλάτωσαν ἐκ τῆς παρεμβολῆς πάντα λεπρὸν
καὶ πάντα γονορρυῆ καὶ πάντα ἀκάθαρτον ἐπὶ ψυχῇ 3ἀπὸ ἀρσενικοῦ
ἕως θηλυκοῦ ἐξαποστείλατε ἔξω τῆς παρεμβολῆς καὶ οὐ μὴ μιανοῦσιν
τὰς παρεμβολὰς αὐτῶν ἐν οἷς ἐγὼ καταγίνομαι ἐν αὐτοῖς 4καὶ
ἐποίησαν οὕτως οἱ υἱοὶ Ισραηλ καὶ ἐξαπέστειλαν αὐτοὺς ἔξω τῆς
παρεμβολῆς καθὰ ἐλάλησεν κύριος τῷ Μωυσῇ οὕτως ἐποίησαν οἱ υἱοὶ
Ισραηλ
1
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The “delivering unto satan” (παραδοῦναι τὸν τοιοῦτον τῷ Σατανᾷ) and
“the sending away outside of the camp” (ἐξαποστειλάτωσαν ἐκ τῆς
παρεμβολῆς) is to send the unclean man or woman back into the world causing
them to be outside of fellowship with God and the body of believers. In the
Torah, being sent outside of the camp is synonymous with being out of fellowship
with God and His people. Our understanding of these verses from the Ketuvei
Shelachim is a bit problematic. The reason being, in the first century, worship of
the Lord occurred primarily at the temple in Jerusalem, the place God established
His name in the people of Yisrael from among the nations. Today however,
sending one outside of fellowship, putting a person outside of the church, such a
person would say within himself: “well, I will just find another church to attend.”
The sense of community and relying upon the community of believers, at least
here in the USA because of the wealth of the nation is lost; it is easier to rely upon
ourselves than upon God and the community of believers. In the days of the
writing of the Scriptures, if you were put outside of the community, finding food
and safety was difficult and this became a matter of life and death. The
consequences of sin and expulsion from the community had higher stakes than
then we have today where one can simply walk down the street to the local gas
station and grab a bite to eat. Do you think our culture today has significantly
affected our understanding of these Scriptures?
The purposes of sending the unclean person outside of the camp was so
the man or woman would consider the sin that was committed, confess their sin,
and repent of their sin. The confession (ἐξομολογούμενοι) and repentance
(μετανοίας) would then lead to a person taking action to signify the
acknowledgement of their sin and the repented state by fulfilling the necessary
6

270

requirements to be made clean and return (for example the performance of the
ritual bath, the mikvah). The man or woman who is turned away from the camp
signifies the disfellowship with God and man (1 Corinthians 5:5, 5παραδοῦναι
τὸν τοιοῦτον τῷ Σατανᾷ εἰς ὄλεθρον τῆς σαρκός, ἵνα τὸ πνεῦμα σωθῇ
ἐν τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τοῦ κυρίου.); here the person reaps the consequences of rebellion
and whatever physical or emotional consequences those might involve. These
things together should lead a person to confession (ἐξομολογούμενοι) of sin
and repentance (μετανοίας) before God. According to the context of 1
Corinthians 5 those who were saved by faith in Yeshua were not following the
command we find in the Torah to put such a person outside of their fellowship,
therefore Paul had to specifically point out the problem and what they should be
doing. Note also as the people of God moved closer to Rome, they moved farther
away from the way of the Lord God Almighty.
According to the Bamidbar / Numbers 5:6, God said that ְאָשׁמָה ַהנֶּפֶשׁ ַההִוא
ְ ו
meaning literally “and his soul is guilty.” Why do you think that it was necessary
for God to specifically point this out in these sets of verses?
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ו-פרשת נשא ספר במדבר פרק ה פסוק ה
ְבּנֵי- ו ַדּבֵּר אֶל:מֹשׁה לֵּאמֹר
ֶ -ה וַיְַדבֵּר יְהוָֹה אֶל
חַטֹּאת הָאָדָם-ִשּׁה כִּי יַעֲשֹוּ ִמכָּל
ָ א-יִשְָֹראֵל אִישׁ אוֹ
:ְאָשׁמָה ַהנֶּפֶשׁ ַההִוא
ְ ִלמְעֹל ַמעַל בַּיהוָֹה ו

Bamidbar / Numbers 5:6
5:6 ‘Speak to the sons of Israel,
'When a man or woman commits
any of the sins of mankind, acting
unfaithfully against the Lord, and
that person is guilty, (NASB)

Though these sins are committed between people, they are characterized as
“acting unfaithfully against the Lord” ()ִלמְעֹל ַמעַל בַּיהוָֹה. The way we treat
others, the expression of our faith, is related to our own faithfulness to God. It is
not only about incurring damages between men and women. Here we find that
our relationship with our brothers and sisters is connected to our personal
relationship with the Lord. In Bamidbar / Numbers 5:6, one cannot properly deal
with sin without first proceeding from acknowledgment of guilt. Without the
sincere admission of guilt there is no provision for atonement of sin. How do you
think we would treat others if we truly lived in the knowledge that how we treat
them is exactly how we are treating God? (See Bamidbar / Numbers 5:6-8) In
fact, Yeshua taught this very concept when speaking of the Judgment seat in
Matthew 25:40 40καὶ ἀποκριθεὶς ὁ βασιλεὺς ἐρεῖ αὐτοῖς, Ἀμὴν λέγω ὑμῖν,
ἐφʹ ὅσον ἐποιήσατε ἑνὶ τούτων τῶν ἀδελφῶν μου τῶν ἐλαχίστων, ἐμοὶ
ἐποιήσατε. 25:40 “The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to
the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them,
you did it to Me.' (NASB) (see also Matthew 10:42 and Mark 9:41 on giving the
cup of water) Does treating others well apply just in the case of sin, or does it
include accountability and teaching as well? If we contrast the first four verses
from Bamidbar / Numbers 5:1-4 with verses 5-10 we find that uncleanness and
spiritual uncleanness deals with “corporate” relationships where sin is potentially
dangerous and harmful to the entire body. In addition to this, sin is also harmful
to personal relationships between the individual members of the body whereas all
sin is harmful to our relationship with God.
7

-פרשת נשא ספר במדבר פרק ה פסוק א
פרשת נשא ספר במדבר פרק ה
ד
י-פסוק ה
- ב צַו אֶת:מֹשׁה לֵּאמֹר
ֶ - א וַיְַדבֵּר יְהוָֹה אֶל- ו ַדּבֵּר אֶל:מֹשׁה לֵּאמֹר
ֶ -ה וַיְַדבֵּר יְהוָֹה אֶל
זָב-צָרוַּע וְכָל-ַה ַמּ ֲחנֶה כָּל-ִישׁלְּחוּ מִן
ַ ְבּנֵי יִשְָֹראֵל ו
-ִשּׁה כִּי יַעֲשֹוּ ִמכָּל
ָ א-ְבּנֵי יִשְָֹראֵל אִישׁ אוֹ
ְשׁלֵּחוּ
ַ נְֵקבָה תּ- ג ִמזָּכָר עַד:חַטֹּאת הָאָדָם ִלמְעֹל ַמעַל בַּיהוָֹה וְאָ ְשׁמָה ַהנֶּפֶשׁ וְכֹל ָטמֵא ָלנָפֶשׁ
-ְשׁלְּחוּם וְלֹא יְַטמְּאוּ אֶת
ַ מִחוּץ ַל ַמּ ֲחנֶה תּ-אֶל
ֲשׁר עָשֹוּ
ֶ ַחטָּאתָם א- ז וְִה ְתוַדּוּ אֶת:ַההִוא
כֵן- ד וַיַּעֲשֹוּ:ֲשׁר ֲאנִי שֹׁכֵן בְּתוֹכָם
ֶ ִישׁתוֹ יֹסֵף ָעלָיו ַמ ֲחנֵיהֶם א
ִ ֲא ָשׁמוֹ בְּרֹאשׁוֹ וֲַחמ-ֵשׁיב אֶת
ִ וְה
מִחוּץ ַל ַמּ ֲחנֶה-ְשׁלְּחוּ אוֹתָם אֶל
ַ ְבּנֵי יִשְָֹראֵל וַי
אֵין ָלאִישׁ גֹּאֵל- ח וְאִם:אָשׁם לוֹ
ַ ֲשׁר
ֶ וְנָתַן ַלא
מֹשׁה כֵּן עָשֹוּ ְבּנֵי
ֶ -ֲשׁר ִדּבֶּר יְהוָֹה אֶל
ֶ ַכּא
ָ ָאָשׁם ה
ָ ָשׁיב הָאָ ָשׁם ֵאלָיו ה
ִ ְלה
ַמּוּשׁב ַליהוָֹה
: יִשְָֹראֵל:בּוֹ ָעלָיו-ֲשׁר יְַכפֶּר
ֶ לַכֹּהֵן ִמְלּבַד אֵיל ַהִכֻּפּרִים א
-ֲשׁר
ֶ יִשְָֹראֵל א-ְשׁי ְבנֵי
ֵ ָקד-תְּרוּמָה ְלכָל-ט וְכָל
ָשׁיו לוֹ
ָ ֳקד- י וְאִישׁ אֶת:יְַקרִיבוּ לַכֹּהֵן לוֹ יְִהיֶה
:יִתֵּן לַכֹּהֵן לוֹ יְִהיֶה-ֲשׁר
ֶ יִהְיוּ אִישׁ א
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If we understand this truth about God, who He is and what He requires of
us, we will take confession of our sins very seriously. Not as a way to grovel or
beat ourselves up, but because we have hope that He forgives and we can return
(ֵשׁיב
ִ  )הto a restored relationship with our Lord. The Lord God who lives, loves,
provides, and cares for us. If you have resisted making confession a regular part
of your prayer life with God, confess your sins before him now. God’s
forgiveness is powerful, restoring, and regenerative to the soul. John said in his
epistle 1 John 1:9 9 9ἐὰν ὁμολογῶμεν τὰς ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν, πιστός ἐστιν
καὶ δίκαιος ἵνα ἀφῇ ἡμῖν τὰς ἁμαρτίας καὶ καθαρίσῃ ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ πάσης
ἀδικίας. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (NASB) Our confession
should not be a time of dwelling on our failures but instead is used as an occasion
to bring praise to our Lord and Savior for His character and His relationship with
us. See how David uses difficult times to lift up and praise the name of God in
Tehilim / Psalms 86.

יז-ספר תהילים פרק פו פסוק א
הוֹשׁע ַעְבְדָּך
ַ ָחסִיד אָנִי-ְשׁי כִּי
ִ  ב ָשׁ ְמרָה נַפ:ָענִי וְֶאבְיוֹן אָנִי-א ְתִּפלָּה ְלָדוִד ַהטֵּה יְהֹוָה אָזְנְָך ֲענֵנִי כִּי
 ד שַֹ ֵמּ ַח נֶפֶשׁ ַעְבֶדָּך כִּי ֵאלֶיָך:הַיּוֹם-ֵאלֶיָך ֶאְקרָא כָּל- ג ָחנֵּנִי אֲדֹנָי כִּי:אַתָּה אֱלֹהַי ַהבּוֹ ֵט ַח ֵאלֶיָך
 ו ַה ֲאזִינָה יְהֹוָה ְתִּפָלּתִי:קְֹראֶיָך-ֶחסֶד ְלכָל-אַתָּה אֲדֹנָי טוֹב וְַסלָּח וְרַב- ה כִּי:ֶשּׂא
ָ ְשׁי א
ִ אֲדֹנָי נַפ
ִ וְַהק
כָּמוָֹך ָבאֱלֹהִים | אֲדֹנָי וְאֵין- ח אֵין: ז בְּיוֹם ָצָרתִי ֶאְקָר ֶאָךּ כִּי ַתֲענֵנִי:ְשׁיבָה בְּקוֹל ַתּחֲנוּנוֹתָי
ְ ִשׁ ַתּחֲווּ ְלָפנֶיָך אֲדֹנָי וִיַכבְּדוּ ל
ְ ֲשׁר עָשִֹי ָת יָבוֹאוּ וְי
ֶ גּוֹיִם | א- ט כָּל:ְכּ ַמעֲשֶֹיָך
גָדוֹל אַתָּה- י כִּי:ִשׁ ֶמָך
 יא הוֵֹרנִי יְהֹוָה ַדְּרֶכָּך ֲא ַהֵלְּך ַבּ ֲא ִמ ֶתָּך יַחֵד ְלָבבִי ְליִרְאָה:וְעֹשֵֹה נְִפלָאוֹת אַתָּה אֱלֹהִים ְלַבֶדָּך
ַח ְסְדָּך גָּדוֹל ָעלָי וְִהַצְּל ָתּ- יג כִּי:ְלָבבִי וֲַאַכְבּדָה ִשׁ ְמָך לְעוֹלָם- יב אוְֹדָך | אֲדֹנָי אֱלֹהַי ְבּכָל:ְשׁ ֶמָך
:ְשׁי וְלֹא שָֹמוָּך ְלנֶגְדָּם
ִ  יד אֱלֹהִים | זֵדִים קָמוּ ָעלַי וֲַעדַת ָערִיצִים ִבּקְשׁוּ נַפ:ִשּׁאוֹל ַתּ ְח ִתּיָּה
ְ ְשׁי מ
ִ נַפ
ֻעזְָּך ְלַעְבֶדָּך- טז ְפּנֵה ֵאלַי וְָחנֵּנִי ְתּנָה:ֶחסֶד וֱֶאמֶת-רַחוּם וְחַנּוּן ֶאֶרְך אַַפּיִם וְרַב-טו וְאַתָּה אֲדֹנָי אֵל
אַתָּה יְהֹוָה ֲעזְַר ַתּנִי-ִעמִּי אוֹת לְטוֹבָה וְיִרְאוּ שֹנְאַי וְיֵבשׁוּ כִּי- יז עֲשֵֹה:ֲא ָמ ֶתָך-ְהוֹשׁיעָה ְלבֶן
ִ ו
:וְנִַח ְמ ָתּנִי
8

Comparison
of
Bamidbar / Numbers
5:1-4 and 5-10, verses
placed in parallel.

Tehilim / Psalms 86:1-17
86:1 Incline Your ear, O Lord,
and answer me; For I am
afflicted and needy.
86:2
Preserve my soul, for I am a
godly man; O You my God, save
Your servant who trusts in You.
86:3 Be gracious to me, O Lord,
For to You I cry all day long.
86:4 Make glad the soul of Your
servant, For to You, O Lord, I
lift up my soul. 86:5 For You,
Lord, are good, and ready to
forgive, And abundant in
lovingkindness to all who call
upon You. 86:6 Give ear, O
Lord, to my prayer; And give
heed to the voice of my
supplications! 86:7 In the day
of my trouble I shall call upon
You, For You will answer me.
86:8 There is no one like You
among the gods, O Lord, Nor
are there any works like Yours.
86:9 All nations whom You have
made shall come and worship
before You, O Lord, And they
shall glorify Your name. 86:10
For You are great and do
wondrous deeds; You alone are
God. 86:11 Teach me Your
way, O Lord; I will walk in
Your truth; Unite my heart to
fear Your name. 86:12 I will
give thanks to You, O Lord my
God, with all my heart, And
will glorify Your name forever.
86:13 For Your lovingkindness
toward me is great, And You
have delivered my soul from the
depths of Sheol. 86:14 O God,
arrogant men have risen up
against me, And a band of
violent men have sought my life,
And they have not set You
before them. 86:15 But You, O
Lord, are a God merciful and
gracious, Slow to anger and
abundant in lovingkindness and
truth. 86:16 Turn to me, and be
gracious to me; Oh grant Your
strength to Your servant, And
save the son of Your handmaid.
86:17 Show me a sign for good,
That those who hate me may see
it and be ashamed, Because
You, O Lord, have helped me
and comforted me. (NASB)

David asks for the Lord to preserve his soul (ְשׁי
ִ “ ) ָשׁ ְמרָה נַפkeep my soul.” I am
Your servant who trusts in You God (הוֹשׁע ַעְבְדָּך אַתָּה אֱלֹהַי ַהבּוֹ ֵט ַח ֵאלֶיָך
ַ )אָנִי. David
experienced God’s power and faithfulness in his life and was able to give thanks
to the Lord (שׁ ְמָך לְעוֹלָם
ִ ְלָבבִי וֲַאַכְבּדָה-)אוְֹדָך | אֲדֹנָי אֱלֹהַי ְבּכָל. Have you experienced
God’s power, His faithfulness, and love in your life today? Try to spend a little
time today praising Him for all that He has done in your life. The history of what
God has done in the scriptures reveal a powerful, faithful, holy, and loving God
who created, protected, and communed with His people in the past. He is also
communing with us today, and wants to commune with you too. Truly God is
worthy of all praise and obedience.

350

355

Heavenly Father,
360

370

375

380

385

390
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365

We thank You for all that You give, for Your care, and for your good providence
that leads us in the way that You want us to go. Thank You for Yeshua who gives
us Your Ruach HaKodesh (Your Spirit) who abides in us, who reminds us of
Your word, and helps us to abide in Your word. Lord, Your word endures
forever. We bless You Lord for that, for the eternality of Your word and your
awesome Mercy and Grace. Forgive us of our sins Lord and forgive us of those
sins that we do not remember we have committed. Thank you Lord for Your
mercy; help us to learn these lessons from the Torah not simply as an exercise
intellectually knowing what these words mean but we ask by the help of Your
Ruach (Spirit) that we can apply Your word to our lives for Your glory. We give
you all of the glory, all of the honor, and all of the praise. In Yeshua’s Name we
pray.
Amen.
What to pray:
 Thank the Lord for the gift of His Word, the gift of His Son, and the gift of
everlasting life.


Thank the Lord from lifting the burden of sin and setting you free.

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
***************************************
:הללויה לאדוננו מורנו ורבינו ישוע מלך המשיח לעולם ועד
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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