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In Yeshua the Messiah, the Yovel (Jubilee) is proclaimed,
and we are set free!
 השבועות הזה קוראים/ This Week’s Reading
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This week’s reading is from Parashat Behar (Vayikra / Leviticus 25:126:2). The Hebrew Word “Behar” means "on the mount” or “on the mountain,”
it is the fifth word, and the first distinctive word, in the parashah from the 32nd
weekly Torah portion (parashah) in the annual cycle of reading the Torah and the
ninth parashah in the book of Vayikra / Leviticus. In this week’s reading we find
the mitzvah (command) when entering the Promised Land to observe the Yovel
year (year of Jubilee). The year of Jubilee begins with a joyful shout with
trumpets. During this year, the land was to be fallow, not to be seeded (25:1-12),
all property was to revert back to its original owner (25:13-28), all slaves were to
be set free (25:39-54), and all debts were to be released. The year of Jubilee is a
very important festival but did you know there is no record in Scripture of the
actual observance of this festival? There are however a few places in scripture
that allude to the festival, let’s look at a few of them this week.

כח-פרשת בהר ספר ויקרא פרק כה פסוק כג
 כד וּבְכֹל:ְתוֹשׁבִים אַתֶּם ִע ָמּדִי
ָ גֵרִים ו-לִי הָאָרֶץ כִּי-כג וְהָאָרֶץ לֹא ִת ָמּכֵר ִלְצ ִמתֻת כִּי
יָמוְּך אָחִיָך וּ ָמכַר ֵמ ֲא ֻחזָּתוֹ וּבָא גֹאֲלוֹ- ס ]רביעי[ כה כִּי:ֶארֶץ ֲא ֻחזְַּתכֶם גְּ ֻאלָּה ִתּתְּנוּ לָאָרֶץ
:ִשּׂיגָה יָדוֹ וּ ָמצָא ְכֵּדי גְ ֻאלָּתוֹ
ִ לּוֹ גֹּאֵל וְה- כו וְאִישׁ כִּי לֹא יְִהיֶה:ַהקָּרֹב ֵאלָיו וְגָאַל אֵת ִמ ְמכַּר אָחִיו
ַ כז וְח
- כח וְאִם לֹא:ְשׁב ַל ֲא ֻחזָּתוֹ
ָ לוֹ ו-ֲשׁר ָמכַר
ֶ הָעֹדֵף ָלאִישׁ א-ֵשׁיב אֶת
ִ  ְשׁנֵי ִמ ְמכָּרוֹ וְה-ִשּׁב אֶת
ְשׁב
ָ שׁנַת הַיּוֹבֵל וְיָצָא בַּיֹּבֵל ו
ְ שׁיב לוֹ וְ ָהיָה ִמ ְמכָּרוֹ ְבּיַד הַקֹּנֶה אֹתוֹ עַד
ִ ָמצְאָה יָדוֹ דֵּי ָה
:ַל ֲא ֻחזָּתוֹ
Studying the Scriptures, we do not find mention of the actual observance of the
Yovel year. However, there are two places that allude to the Yovel year found in
Nehemiah 5 and Divrei Hayyamim alef / 1 Chronicles 36:21.

1

Vayikra / Leviticus 25:2328
25:23 'The land, moreover,
shall
not
be
sold
permanently, for the land is
Mine; for you are but aliens
and sojourners with Me.
25:24 'Thus for every piece
of your property, you are to
provide for the redemption
of the land. 25:25 'If a
fellow countryman of yours
becomes so poor he has to
sell part of his property, then
his nearest kinsman is to
come and buy back what his
relative has sold. 25:26 'Or
in case a man has no
kinsman, but so recovers his
means as to find sufficient
for its redemption, 25:27
then he shall calculate the
years since its sale and
refund the balance to the
man to whom he sold it, and
so return to his property.
25:28 'But if he has not
found sufficient means to
get it back for himself, then
what he has sold shall
remain in the hands of its
purchaser until the year of
jubilee; but at the jubilee it
shall revert, that he may
return to his property.
(NASB)
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Nehemiah 5:1-19
5:1 Now there was a great outcry of the people and of their
wives against their Jewish brothers. 5:2 For there were those
who said, ‘We, our sons and our daughters are many;
therefore let us get grain that we may eat and live.’ 5:3 There
were others who said, ‘We are mortgaging our fields, our
vineyards and our houses that we might get grain because of
the famine.’ 5:4 Also there were those who said, ‘We have
borrowed money for the king's tax on our fields and our
vineyards. 5:5 ‘Now our flesh is like the flesh of our brothers,
our children like their children. Yet behold, we are forcing our
sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of our
daughters are forced into bondage already, and we are helpless
because our fields and vineyards belong to others.’ 5:6 Then I
was very angry when I had heard their outcry and these words.
5:7 I consulted with myself and contended with the nobles and
the rulers and said to them, ‘You are exacting usury, each
from his brother!’ Therefore, I held a great assembly against
them. 5:8 I said to them, ‘We according to our ability have
redeemed our Jewish brothers who were sold to the nations;
now would you even sell your brothers that they may be sold
to us?’ Then they were silent and could not find a word to say.
5:9 Again I said, ‘The thing which you are doing is not good;
should you not walk in the fear of our God because of the
reproach of the nations, our enemies? (NASB)

ְשׁיהֶם גְּדוָֹלה
ֵ א וְַתּהִי ַצֲעקַת ָהעָם וּנ
ֲשׁר
ֶ  ב וְיֵשׁ א:ֲאחֵיהֶם ַהיְּהוּדִים-אֶל
אֹ ְמרִים ָבּנֵינוּ וּבְנֹתֵינוּ ֲאנְַחנוּ ַרבִּים
 ג וְיֵשׁ:וְנְִקחָה ָדגָן וְנֹאְכָלה וְנְִחיֶה
ֲשׁר אֹ ְמרִים שְֹדֹתֵינוּ וְּכָרמֵינוּ
ֶא
וָּבתֵּינוּ ֲאנַחְנוּ עְֹרבִים וְנְִקחָה ָדגָן
ֲשׁר אֹ ְמרִים ָלוִינוּ
ֶ  ד וְיֵשׁ א:ָבָּרעָב
ֶכסֶף ְל ִמדַּת ַה ֶמֶּלְך שְֹדֹ ֵתינוּ
 ה וְַעתָּה ִכּבְשַֹר אַ ֵחינוּ:וְּכָרמֵינוּ
בְּשָֹרֵנוּ ִכְּבנֵיהֶם ָבּנֵינוּ וְִהנֵּה ֲאנַחְנוּ
בְּנֹתֵינוּ-ָבּנֵינוּ וְאֶת-ְשׁים אֶת
ִ כֹב
ַלֲעָבדִים וְיֵשׁ ִמבְּנֹתֵינוּ נְִכבָּשׁוֹת וְֵאין
ְלאֵל יָדֵנוּ וּשְֹדֹתֵינוּ וְּכָר ֵמינוּ
 ו וַיִּחַר לִי מְאֹד ַכּ ֲא ֶשׁר:ַל ֲא ֵחרִים
זֲַעָקתָם וְאֵת ַהְדָּברִים-ָשׁ ַמְעתִּי אֶת
ָ ַה ְסּגָנִים וָאֹ ְמרָה ָלהֶם מ-הַחֹרִים וְאֶת- ז וַיִָּמֵּלְך ִלבִּי ָעלַי וָאָרִיבָה אֶת:ָה ֵאלֶּה
בְּאָחִיו אַתֶּם-ַשּׁא אִישׁ
אַחֵינוּ ַהיְּהוּדִים- ח וָאֹ ְמרָה ָלהֶם ֲאנַחְנוּ ָקנִינוּ אֶת:נשׁים[ וֶָאתֵּן ֲעלֵיהֶם ְק ִהלָּה גְדוֹלָה
ִ ] נשׁאים
ִ
60 -ַהנְִּמָכּרִים לַגּוֹיִם ְכֵּדי בָנוּ וְגַם
Nehemiah 5:10-19
ֲאחֵיכֶם-אַתֶּם ִתּ ְמכְּרוּ אֶת
5:10 ‘And likewise I, my brothers and my servants are lending them
לָנוּ וַיֲַּחרִישׁוּ וְלֹא-וְנְִמכְּרוּ
money and grain. Please, let us leave off this usury. 5:11 ‘Please,
give back to them this very day their fields, their vineyards, their
 ט וָיאֹמַר:ָמצְאוּ ָדּבָר
olive groves and their houses, also the hundredth part of the money
טוֹב ַהָדּבָר-]וָאֹמַר[ לֹא
and of the grain, the new wine and the oil that you are exacting from
them.’ 5:12 Then they said, ‘We will give it back and will require
אַתֶּם עֹשִֹים הֲלוֹא-ֲשׁר
ֶא
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nothing from them; we will do exactly as you say.’ So I called the
priests and took an oath from them that they would do according to
ְבּיִרְאַת אֱלֹהֵינוּ ֵתֵּלכוּ
this promise. 5:13 I also shook out the front of my garment and said,
 י:ֵמ ֶחְרפַּת הַגּוֹיִם אוֹיְבֵינוּ
‘Thus may God shake out every man from his house and from his
possessions who does not fulfill this promise; even thus may he be
נשׁים
ִ ֲאנִי אַחַי וּנְָערַי-וְגַם
shaken out and emptied.’ And all the assembly said, ‘Amen!’ And
נָּא-ָבּהֶם ֶכּסֶף וְָדגָן נַַעזְבָה
they praised the Lord. Then the people did according to this promise.
5:14 Moreover, from the day that I was appointed to be their
 יא:ַשּׁא ַהזֶּה
ָ ַהמּ-אֶת
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governor in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year to the thirtyָשׁיבוּ נָא ָלהֶם ְכּהַיּוֹם
ִה
second year of King Artaxerxes, for twelve years, neither I nor my
kinsmen have eaten the governor's food allowance. 5:15 But the
שְֹדֹתֵיהֶם ַכְּרמֵיהֶם זֵיתֵיהֶם
former governors who were before me laid burdens on the people
וָּבתֵּיהֶם וּמְאַת ַהֶכּ ֶסף וְַהָדּגָן
and took from them bread and wine besides forty shekels of silver;
even their servants domineered the people. But I did not do so
ֲשׁר אַ ֶתּם
ֶ ַה ִתּירוֹשׁ וְַהיְִּצהָר א
because of the fear of God. 5:16 I also applied myself to the work on
this wall; we did not buy any land, and all my servants were gathered
 יב וַיֹּאמְרוּ:נֹשׁים ָבּהֶם
ִ
75
there for the work. 5:17 Moreover, there were at my table one
ָשׁיב וּ ֵמהֶם לֹא נְַבֵקּשׁ כֵּן
ִנ
hundred and fifty Jews and officials, besides those who came to us
from the nations that were around us. 5:18 Now that which was
ֲשׁר אַתָּה אוֹמֵר
ֶ נַעֲשֶֹה ַכּא
prepared for each day was one ox and six choice sheep, also birds
הַכֹּ ֲהנִים-וֶָאְקרָא אֶת
were prepared for me; and once in ten days all sorts of wine were
furnished in abundance. Yet for all this I did not demand the
ָאַשׁבִּיעֵם ַלעֲשֹוֹת ַכָּדּבָר
ְ ו
governor's food allowance, because the servitude was heavy on this
ָחְצנִי נַָעְר ִתּי- יג גַּם:ַהזֶּה
people. 5:19 Remember me, O my God, for good, according to80
all
that I have done for this people. (NASB)
וָאֹ ְמרָה ָכּכָה יְנַעֵר ָהאֱלֹהִים
2

ַהָקּהָל-ַהָדּבָר ַהזֶּה ִמבֵּיתוֹ וּמִיגִיעוֹ וְָככָה יְִהיֶה נָעוּר וָרֵק וַיֹּאמְרוּ כָל-יָקִים אֶת-ֲשׁר לֹא
ֶ ָהאִישׁ א-כָּל-אֶת
ִצוָּה אֹתִי ִלהְיוֹת ֶפּחָם ְבּ ֶאֶרץ-ֲשׁר
ֶ  יד גַּם מִיּוֹם | א:יְהֹוָה וַיַּעַשֹ ָהעָם ַכָּדּבָר ַהזֶּה-אָמֵן וַיְַהלְלוּ אֶת
ַ וּשׁ ַתּיִם לְאְַר ַתּח
ְ לשׁים
ִ ִשּׁנַת עֶשְֹרִים וְעַד ְשׁנַת ְשׁ
ְ יְהוּדָה מ
ְשׁ ְסתְּא ַה ֶמֶּלְך ָשׁנִים ְשׁתֵּים עֶשְֹרֵה ֲאנִי וְאַחַי
ָהעָם וַיִּקְחוּ ֵמהֶם ְבֶּלחֶם וָיַיִן-ְלָפנַי ִהְכבִּידוּ עַל-ֲשׁר
ֶ  טו וְַהפַּחוֹת ָהרִאשֹׁנִים א:ֶלחֶם ַהֶפּחָה לֹא אַָכְלתִּי
 טז:עָשִֹיתִי כֵן ִמְפּנֵי יִרְאַת אֱלֹהִים-ָהעָם וֲַאנִי לֹא- ְשָׁקלִים אְַרָבּעִים גַּם נֲַערֵיהֶם ָשׁלְטוּ עַל-אַחַר ֶכּסֶף
 יז:ַה ְמּלָאכָה-נְָערַי קְבוּצִים ָשׁם עַל-וְגַם ִבּ ְמלֶאכֶת הַחוֹמָה הַזֹּאת ֶה ֱחזְַקתִּי וְשָֹדֶה לֹא ָקנִינוּ וְכָל
 יח: ֻשְׁל ָחנִי-ְסבִיבֹתֵינוּ עַל-ֲשׁר
ֶ הַגּוֹיִם א-ִשּׁים אִישׁ וְַהָבּאִים ֵאלֵינוּ מִן
ִ וְַהיְּהוּדִים וְַה ְסּגָנִים מֵאָה וֲַחמ
-לִי וּבֵין ֲעשֶֹרֶת יָמִים ְבּכָל-ְבּרֻרוֹת וְִצֳפּרִים נַעֲשֹוּ-ֲשׁר ָהיָה נַעֲשֶֹה לְיוֹם ֶאחָד שׁוֹר ֶאחָד צֹאן ֵשׁשׁ
ֶ וַא
ְ זֶה ֶלחֶם ַהֶפּחָה לֹא ִבקּ-יַיִן ְל ַהְרבֵּה וְעִם
לִּי אֱלֹהַי- יט זְָכרָה:ָהעָם ַהזֶּה-ָכְבדָה ָהעֲבֹדָה עַל-ַשׁתִּי כִּי
:ָהעָם ַהזֶּה-עָשִֹיתִי עַל-ֲשׁר
ֶ לְטוֹבָה כֹּל א
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ספר דברי הימים א פרק לו פסוק כא
ְלמַלֹּאות ְדּבַר־יְהוָה ְבִּפי יְִר ְמיָהוּ עַד־ָרְצתָה
ָשּׁמָּה ָשָׁבתָה
ַ ֶת־שׁבְּתֹותֶי ָה כָּל־יְמֵי ה
ַ הָאָרֶץ א
ְלמַלֹּאות ִשְׁבעִים ָשׁנָֽה׃
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1 Chronicles 36:21
36:21 to fulfill the word of the Lord by the
mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had
enjoyed its sabbaths. All the days of its
desolation it kept sabbath until seventy
years were complete. (NASB)

Reading through Nehemiah 5,
the people were not practicing the Yovel festival as it was commanded in the
Torah, as the Scriptures say: “there was a great outcry of the people and of their
wives against their Jewish brothers. (5:1)“ The advantages of the mitzvah
(command) of the Jubilee (Yovel) year was to prevent the accumulation of land
on the part of the few to the detriment of the community at large. What was
happening in Nehemiah’s time was that the people were struggling to feed their
families and where selling their families into slavery to do so. The Yovel year
also was to prevent one from being born into poverty, and prevent the inequalities
which are produced by the extremes of the rich and the poor which allows one
man to rule over another. This also would completely do away with slavery and
allow the people a fresh opportunity to restart their careers and taking care of their
families in freedom. This was not a form of socialism because each person had
their own individual land inheritance they could manage and make money and
provide for their families on an individual bases. The Bible does not support
socialism or any kind of socialistic government. (Note in Parashat Ekev, Sefer
Devarim states יְהוָֹה אֱלֹהֶי ָך כִּי הוּא הַנֹּתֵן ְל ָך כֹּ ַח ַלעֲשֹוֹת ָחיִל ְל ַמעַן ָהקִים-יח וְזַָכ ְר ָתּ אֶת
:ִשׁבַּע ַלאֲבֹתֶיָך כַּיּוֹם ַהזֶּה
ְ נ-ְבּרִיתוֹ אֲשֶׁר- אֶת8:18 that God gives us the ability to work so
that He can confirm the covenant he made with Abraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov.
You may ask how God confirms His covenant by giving us the ability to work?
The confirmation of the covenant is found in the return of the inheritance, the
land to the people, and the ability to take care of their families.) On the other
hand, socialism is the collective ownership and redistribution of goods which is
contrary to God’s command and contrary to the Torah. The Yovel year was
designed to repair the disorder that crept into the state over the course of time to
preserve the theocracy. The Jubilee year acknowledges the sovereignty of God
as the possessor of the land that we own. The proclamation of the Jubilee year
takes place as a period of Shabbats described as “seven weeks of years, seven
times seven years.” (Vayikra / Leviticus 25:8) so that the period of seven weeks
of years gives (7X7=49) 49 years. Then the trumpet is blown on the 50th year,
3

Note that the theocracy was
a system where the priests
would rule in the name of the
Lord. The Israeli theocracy
was in effect from the time
the Torah was given by
Moshe until Saul became
king. When the people asked
for a king, they were
essentially
rejecting
the
Torah command of the Yovel
year and rejecting the idea
that the Word of the Lord was
to govern their lives. How
often do we reject the Word
of God that should be
governing our lives?
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known as the Jubilee Year. This was then proclaimed as “good news to the poor”
because of the return of ownership of their property.
The essential message of the Year of Jubilee is that God is at work to
restore and vindicate His people. Did you know, there is a parallel found in
Isaiah 61 with the command of the Yovel year? Isaiah 61 identifies the year of
the Lord with an emphasis on redemption, liberty, favor, and good news. In
Isaiah 61 we find that God is at work in the historical events to renew and restore
His people. The connection to the Jubilee year is made in 61:2 which says “To
proclaim the favorable year of the Lord …” here the prophet Isaiah is proclaiming
liberty (freedom) to the captive and proclaiming the year of the Lord. The phrase
“the year of the Lord” may be a reference to an entire year that is marked by the
rest and peace that is found by resting and being at peace with God. Yeshua read
this section from the Prophets (Neviim) when he read from the Torah scroll in the
synagogue as it says in Luke 4:18-29. The most interesting point of reading
Isaiah 61, is that the good news, restoration of the poor, the comforting of those
who mourn, the rebuilding of the ancient ruins the rebuilding of the city (61:1-4),
the restoration of this type results in the people becoming Cohanim (priests) and
being called the Ministers of God. In addition to this, the scripture says in
Yeshaya / Isaiah 61:9-10 All who see them will recognize them Because they are
the offspring whom the Lord has blessed. 61:10 I will rejoice greatly in the Lord,
My soul will exult in my God; For He has clothed me with garments of salvation,
He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself
with a garland, And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. (NASB)
Do you know of any parallels in Scripture that describe the condition
where God does for us as Isaiah says "he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness." First, read the
section of scriptures from Yeshaya / Isaiah 61:1-11.

יא-ספר ישעיה פרק סא פסוק א
לֵב-ִשׁ ְבּרֵי
ְ שָׁל ַחנִי ַלחֲבֹשׁ ְלנ
ְ ַשּׂר ֲענָוִים
ֵ ָשׁח יְהֹוָה אֹתִי ְלב
ַ א רוּ ַח אֲדֹנָי יְ ֶהוִֹה ָעלָי יַעַן מ
ְ ִלקְרֹא ל
רָצוֹן לַיהֹוָה וְיוֹם נָקָם לֵאלֹהֵינוּ- ב ִלקְרֹא ְשׁנַת:קוֹ ַח-ִשׁבוּיִם דְּרוֹר וְַלאֲסוּרִים ְפּקַח
 ג לָשֹוּם | ַל ֲאֵבלֵי:ֲאֵבלִים-ְלנַחֵם כָּל
Yeshayahu / Isaiah 61:8-11
 צִיּוֹן ָלתֵת ָלהֶם ְפּאֵר ַתּחַת ֵאֶפר ֶשׁמֶן61:8 For I, the Lord, love justice, I hate robbery in
 שָֹשֹוֹן ַתּחַת ֵאבֶל ַמֲעטֵה ְת ִהָלּה ַתּחַתthe burnt offering; And I will faithfully give them
recompense And make an everlasting covenant
 רוּ ַח ֵכּהָה וְקֹרָא ָלהֶם אֵילֵי ַהֶצּדֶק ַמטַּעtheir
with them. 61:9 Then their offspring will be known
 ד וּבָנוּ ָחרְבוֹת עוָֹלם: יְהֹוָה ְל ִה ְתָפּאֵרamong the nations, And their descendants in the
 שֹׁמְמוֹת רִאשֹׁנִים יְקוֹמֵמוּ וְִחְדּשׁוּ ָערֵיmidst of the peoples. All who see them will
recognize them Because they are the offspring
 ה וְָעמְדוּ: חֹרֶב שֹׁמְמוֹת דּוֹר וָדוֹרwhom the Lord has blessed. 61:10 I will rejoice
 זָרִים וְרָעוּ צֹאנְכֶם וְּבנֵי נֵכָר ִאָכּרֵיכֶםgreatly in the Lord, My soul will exult in my God;
He has clothed me with garments of salvation,
 ו וְאַתֶּם כֹּ ֲהנֵי יְהֹוָה: וְכְֹרמֵיכֶםFor
He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, As
ְשׁ ְרתֵי אֱלֹהֵינוּ יֵאָ ֵמר ָלכֶם
ָ  ִתָּקּרֵאוּ מa bridegroom decks himself with a garland, And as a
: חֵיל גּוֹיִם תֹּאכֵלוּ וּ ִבכְבוֹדָם ִתּ ְתיַמָּרוּbride adorns herself with her jewels. 61:11 For as
the earth brings forth its sprouts, And as a garden
ִשׁנֶה וְּכִלמָּה יָרֹנּוּ
ְ ָשׁ ְתּכֶם מ
ְ  ז ַתּחַת בּcauses the things sown in it to spring up, So the
ִשׁנֶה יִירָשׁוּ
ְ  ֶחְלקָם ָלכֵן בְּאְַרצָם מLord God will cause righteousness and praise To
 ח כִּי ֲאנִי: שִֹ ְמחַת עוֹלָם ִתּ ְהיֶה ָלהֶםspring up before all the nations. (NASB)
4

Yeshayahu / Isaiah 61:1-7
61:1 The Spirit of the Lord
God is upon me, Because the
Lord has anointed me To
bring good news to the
afflicted; He has sent me to
bind up the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to
captives And freedom to
prisoners; 61:2 To proclaim
the favorable year of the Lord
And the day of vengeance of
our God; To comfort all who
mourn, 61:3 To grant those
who mourn in Zion, Giving
them a garland instead of
ashes, The oil of gladness
instead of mourning, The
mantle of praise instead of a
spirit of fainting. So they will
be
called
oaks
of
righteousness, The planting
of the Lord, that He may be
glorified. 61:4 Then they
will rebuild the ancient ruins,
They will raise up the former
devastations; And they will
repair the ruined cities, The
desolations
of
many
generations. 61:5 Strangers
will stand and pasture your
flocks, And foreigners will be
your farmers and your
vinedressers. 61:6 But you
will be called the priests of
the Lord; You will be spoken
of as ministers of our God.
You will eat the wealth of
nations, And in their riches
you will boast. 61:7 Instead
of your shame you will have
a double portion, And instead
of humiliation they will shout
for joy over their portion.
Therefore they will possess a
double portion in their land,
Everlasting joy will be theirs.
(NASB)

 ט וְנוֹדַע:ִשׁפָּט שֹֹנֵא גָזֵל בְּעוֹלָה וְנַָתתִּי ְפֻעָלּתָם ֶבּ ֱאמֶת וְּברִית עוֹלָם ֶאכְרוֹת ָלהֶם
ְ יְהֹוָה אֹהֵב מ
ֹ י שֹוֹש:רֹאֵיהֶם יַכִּירוּם כִּי הֵם זֶרַע ֵבַּרְך יְהֹוָה-בַּגּוֹיִם זְַרעָם וְֶצ ֱאָצאֵיהֶם בְּתוְֹך ָהַעמִּים כָּל
ֶשׁע ְמעִיל ְצָדקָה יְָע ָטנִי ֶכּ ָחתָן יְַכהֵן ְפּאֵר
ַ י-ִישׁנִי ִבּגְדֵי
ַ אָשִֹישֹ בַּיהֹוָה ָתּגֵל נְַפ ִשׁי בֵּאלֹהַי כִּי ִהְלבּ
 יא כִּי כָאָרֶץ תּוֹצִיא ִצ ְמחָהּ וְּכגַנָּה זֵרוּעֶי ָה ַתְצמִי ַח כֵּן | אֲדֹנָי יְֶהוִֹה יְַצמִי ַח ְצָדקָה:וְַכַכּלָּה ַתְּעדֶּה ֵכלֶי ָה
:הַגּוֹיִם-וּ ְת ִהלָּה נֶגֶד כָּל
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The following is a summary of what we know about the Jubilee year.
Yisrael rested 1 day in 7 on the Shabbat (Sabbath Day, Shemot / Exodus 20:8-11),
Yisrael and the land rested 1 year in 7 called the Shabbat Year (Shemot / Exodus
23:10-11 and Vayikra / Leviticus 25:1-7), Yisrael and the land rested every 7 X 7
years (Vayikra / Leviticus 25:8, Daniel 9:24-27), Yisrael’s economy was founded
upon redemption and the Shabbat (i.e. the kinsman redeemer (Vayikra / Leviticus
25:25-55, Sefer Ruth). If a person did not have a wealthy and loving relative to
redeem them then God redeemed them on the Year of Jubilee. All Israelite slaves
were freed, all debts were forgiven and every Israeli got their land back (they
returned to their inheritance). The year of Jubilee was to be celebrated every 49
years and the year began on the same day as Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement,
Vayikra / Leviticus 25:8-9, 16:29, and Daniel 9:24-27). When the Ram’s horn
sounded the people were freed, debts were forgiven and the people returned to
their land (Vayikra / Leviticus 25:13, 23-34, see also Isaiah 58).
Romans 8 helps us to more fully understand the concept of the Jubilee and
its application for us today. Romans 8:1, says “Therefore there is now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Romans 8:1 proclaim the
jubilee of Christ in that now there is no katakrima (κατάκριμα, condemnation)
for those who are in Yeshua the Messiah.


Οὐδὲν ἄρα νῦν κατάκριμα τοῖς ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ: 2ὁ γὰρ νόμος τοῦ
πνεύματος τῆς ζωῆς ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ ἠλευθέρωσέν σε ἀπὸ τοῦ νόμου
τῆς ἁμαρτίας καὶ τοῦ θανάτου. 3τὸ γὰρ ἀδύνατον τοῦ νόμου, ἐν ᾧ
ἠσθένει διὰ τῆς σαρκός, ὁ θεὸς τὸν ἑαυτοῦ υἱὸν πέμψας ἐν
ὁμοιώματι σαρκὸς ἁμαρτίας καὶ περὶ ἁμαρτίας κατέκρινεν τὴν
ἁμαρτίαν ἐν τῇ σαρκί, 4ἵνα τὸ δικαίωμα τοῦ νόμου πληρωθῇ ἐν ἡμῖν
τοῖς μὴ κατὰ σάρκα περιπατοῦσιν ἀλλὰ κατὰ πνεῦμα. 5οἱ γὰρ κατὰ
σάρκα ὄντες τὰ τῆς σαρκὸς φρονοῦσιν, οἱ δὲ κατὰ πνεῦμα τὰ τοῦ
πνεύματος. 6τὸ γὰρ φρόνημα τῆς σαρκὸς θάνατος, τὸ δὲ φρόνημα τοῦ
πνεύματος ζωὴ καὶ εἰρήνη: 7διότι τὸ φρόνημα τῆς σαρκὸς ἔχθρα εἰς
θεόν, τῷ γὰρ νόμῳ τοῦ θεοῦ οὐχ ὑποτάσσεται, οὐδὲ γὰρ δύναται: 8οἱ δὲ
ἐν σαρκὶ ὄντες θεῷ ἀρέσαι οὐ δύνανται. 9ὑμεῖς δὲ οὐκ ἐστὲ ἐν σαρκὶ
ἀλλὰ ἐν πνεύματι, εἴπερ πνεῦμα θεοῦ οἰκεῖ ἐν ὑμῖν. εἰ δέ τις πνεῦμα
Χριστοῦ οὐκ ἔχει, οὗτος οὐκ ἔστιν αὐτοῦ. 10εἰ δὲ Χριστὸς ἐν ὑμῖν, τὸ μὲν
σῶμα νεκρὸν διὰ ἁμαρτίαν, τὸ δὲ πνεῦμα ζωὴ διὰ δικαιοσύνην. 11εἰ δὲ
τὸ πνεῦμα τοῦ ἐγείραντος τὸν Ἰησοῦν ἐκ νεκρῶν οἰκεῖ ἐν ὑμῖν, ὁ
1

5

Romans 8:1-11
8:1 Therefore there is now
no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus. 8:2
For the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus has set
you free from the law of sin
and of death. 8:3 For what
the Law could not do, weak
as it was through the flesh,
God did sending His own
Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh and as an offering for
sin, He condemned sin in the
flesh, 8:4 so that the
requirement of the Law
might be fulfilled in us, who
do not walk according to the
flesh but according to the
Spirit. 8:5 For those who
are according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who are
according to the Spirit, the
things of the Spirit. 8:6 For
the mind set on the flesh is
death, but the mind set on
the Spirit is life and peace,
8:7 because the mind set on
the flesh is hostile toward
God; for it does not subject
itself to the law of God, for
it is not even able to do so
8:8 and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God. 8:9
However, you are not in the
flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God
dwells in you. But if anyone
does not have the Spirit of
Christ, he does not belong to
Him. 8:10 If Christ is in
you, though the body is dead
because of sin, yet the spirit
is
alive
because
of
righteousness. 8:11 But if
the Spirit of Him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, He who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will also
give life to your mortal
bodies through His Spirit
who dwells in you. (NASB)

ἐγείρας Χριστὸν ἐκ νεκρῶν ζῳοποιήσει καὶ τὰ θνητὰ σώματα ὑμῶν διὰ
τοῦ ἐνοικοῦντος αὐτοῦ πνεύματος ἐν ὑμῖν.
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Romans 8:3 says 3τὸ γὰρ ἀδύνατον τοῦ νόμου, ἐν ᾧ ἠσθένει διὰ τῆς
σαρκός, “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh …” as
we see in the Scriptures, the mitzvah of the Yovel year did not appear to be
celebrated. According to Nehemiah 5, the weakness of the flesh and the greed of
the flesh kept the people from setting their own brothers and sisters free from
bondage. It wasn’t until they swore an oath to God that they did as God had
commanded. There is a parallel here in the weakness of the flesh and sin.
Romans 8:3-4 goes on to say ὁ θεὸς τὸν ἑαυτοῦ υἱὸν πέμψας ἐν ὁμοιώματι
σαρκὸς ἁμαρτίας καὶ περὶ ἁμαρτίας κατέκρινεν τὴν ἁμαρτίαν ἐν τῇ
σαρκί, 4ἵνα τὸ δικαίωμα τοῦ νόμου πληρωθῇ ἐν ἡμῖν τοῖς μὴ κατὰ
σάρκα περιπατοῦσιν ἀλλὰ κατὰ πνεῦμα. “…God did sending His own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the
flesh, 8:4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not
walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” If we are unable to
redeem ourselves (redeem ourselves from sin) God redeems us based upon the
law of the kinsman redeemer. Because of the weakness of the flesh, and because
we are in sin, we are unable to set ourselves free from sins bondage on our own.
Yeshua said that if you abide in me and I abide in you then we will live because
of Him (John 6:50-58). The apostle Paul understood this saying 10εἰ δὲ Χριστὸς
ἐν ὑμῖν, τὸ μὲν σῶμα νεκρὸν διὰ ἁμαρτίαν, τὸ δὲ πνεῦμα ζωὴ διὰ
δικαιοσύνην. 11εἰ δὲ τὸ πνεῦμα τοῦ ἐγείραντος τὸν Ἰησοῦν ἐκ νεκρῶν
οἰκεῖ ἐν ὑμῖν, ὁ ἐγείρας Χριστὸν ἐκ νεκρῶν ζῳοποιήσει καὶ τὰ θνητὰ
σώματα ὑμῶν διὰ τοῦ ἐνοικοῦντος αὐτοῦ πνεύματος ἐν ὑμῖν. 8:10 If
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive
because of righteousness. 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. Praise the Lord, in
Yeshua the Messiah, the Yovel (Jubilee) is proclaimed, and we are set free.
The Year of Jubilee foreshadows the restoration of all who place their
faith in Yeshua the Messiah. In Yeshua the Messiah, God has established the true
liberty (freedom) of the children of God and the deliverance of creation from the
bondage of sin (corruption). Therefore, I can say with confidence that the Yovel
Year (Jubilee Year) was commanded, prophesied, and modeled in the Tanach, and
then proclaimed in Yeshua HaMoshiach (Jesus the Messiah/Christ) in the Ketuvei
Shelachim (Apostolic Writings). The year of Jubilee is favor found in a personal
relationship with God by faith, and a life lived in our Lord and Savior Yeshua
(Jesus).
Heavenly Father,
Thank You for setting us free from the bondage of sin. Lord, Your
redemption that You have provided in Yeshua truly has its place described
according to the Scriptures of your wonderful mercy and grace. We acknowledge
6

that we are sinners and we are in need of a Savior; we need redemption from our
sins! Please have mercy upon us forgive us of our sins by reason of Yeshua’s
blood. Create in each of us the peace of fellowship with You by faith in Your Son
Yeshua. Create in each of us a new heart and restore to us the joy of Your
Salvation. Today we place our trust by faith in Yeshua, in his blood, and his
resurrection for the forgiveness of our sins. Help us to live our lives free from sin
for Your Glory. Thank You for forgiving us and redeeming us from our sins.
Help us to regard Your truth and Your Words in our hearts daily. Thank You
Lord for all that You have done; we give You all of the glory, the honor, and the
praise forever and ever.
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In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!
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What to pray:
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Ask the Lord to help you to enter into His Yovel year in Yeshua the
Messiah so that your life may be set free from the burden of sin.

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
***************************************
:הללויה לאדוננו מורנו ורבינו ישוע מלך המשיח לעולם ועד
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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