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Do You Believe in Something that is Contrary to Scripture?

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-176. Tehillim / Psalm 119 shows us that the Word of
God should take top priority in our lives and the importance of praise. Looking at the Masoretic Text, 7e-
hillim / Psalm 119 is divided in the sections based upon the 22 letters in the Hebrew alef-bet. The first eight

verses are grouped under the letter X (alef) the next eight verses under the letter 2 (bet), etc. The overall
scheme found throughout Tehillim / Psalms 119 seems to be determined mostly by the alef-bet organization
of the text. Throughout Tehillim / Psalms 119, the word Torah (7171n) is used 25 times and is a reference to
both the books of Moshe and to teaching or instruction. The basic conclusion is that the Torah is not just

for academic interest, but for obedience. The word Testimonies (1°’D7Y) is used 10 times meaning “to bear
witness (testimonies).” This directs us to obey God’s Word as bearing God’s testimonies in our lives. The

word Way (1°2772) is used 7 times referring to the way the Lord wants us to walk in His was as opposed to

or enumerate directing us to pay particular attention to the instruction of the Lord as one who cares about the
details. The word Statutes (7°27]) is used 22 times meaning to “the binding force and permanence of God’s

commands.” The word Commandments (7°11X7) is used 22 times meaning “the authority of God’s Word”
providing us with the written explanation of the righteousness of God for our lives. The word Judgments

(CYdYN) is used 23 times giving us the idea of justice as a part of the character of God and His people. The

Lord will bring justice to our lives and repay those who hurt us. The Word (573272) is used 23 times and is
a reference to the spoken word of God to His people. This word is derived from the verb “fo say” and has

the nuance of of the promises of God for His people. The word Faithfulness (7031%) is cited in Tehillim /
Psalms as faithfulness (1//9:90), righteousness (1//9:40), and as name (//9:132). Summarizing these terms
in the Psalm speaks of God’s authority, faithfulness, and love for His people. The reference to these words
are not as a suggestion to live but that obedience to the Lord is not optional for us as believers. We study the
Scriptures not simply for academic purposes, and we do not study to simply learn and follow what it says.
We study the Scriptures in order to draw nearer to and seek the Lord God of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua.
The word of God draws us to live a spiritual life (John 3:5; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23). The Word of God
sustains us in this life, especially when our hearts grow cold due to living in this world. The Lord God of
Israel is the author of life itself, His Word has life-giving power, both to bring the spiritually dead person to
life and to renew the life of the faithful believer. These are the reason why we study God’s Word each Day!
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119:101 éx mbiong 660D Tovnpdg EKOAVGO.
oG mOdag Hov Omwg v ELAGE®D TOVG
AOyoug cov 119:102 amd tdhv Kpudtov
ooV ok €EékAva 8Tl oV €vopoBétnodg
pot 119:103 ¢ yAvkéa @ Adpvyyi pov
Td Aoyl cov vmeEp pEM Kol knpiov T@
otopatipov 119:104 drnod 1@v Eviordy 6ov
ocuvijka 610 Todto €uionca mioay 050V
aowciog 611 o Evopobétnodg pot 119:105
L vouv A0Yvo¢ TOlG mociv pov 0 Adyog
oov Kol @®¢ Toig Tpifoig pov 119:106
opopoka Koi Eotnoo 100 euAdEacot
T Kpipata Thg dikatoovvng cov 119:107
gromevabnv €0 cpddpa kopie (fiodv pe
Kot Tov Aoyov cov 119:108 ta. €kodoia
TOD GTOHOTOC OV €DOOKNGOV 01 KVPLE
kol 0 Kpipatd cov dida&ov pe 119:109
1N Wouyn LoV &v Talg Xepoiv LoV S1d TOVTOG
Kol Tod vOuov cov odK EmeAafounv
119:110 &0evto apoptolol mayido pot
Kol €K TAV EVTOADY 0oV OVK EmAaviOnv
119:111 ékAnpovounca td poptopld cov
€lg Tov aidva 61t dyardiopa Thg Kapdiog
pov egioww 119:112 &khvo v Kopdiov
LoV TOD TOLo0L TO SIKOUDOUOTE GOV €ig
OV ai®dva & dvtapetyy 119:113 1 copy
wopavOlove éuionco Kol TOV VOOV
oov TMydmnoa 119:114 Bonbdé¢ pov xai
AVTIAUTOP HOL €1 oV &g TOV Adyov
cov émamca 119:115 ékkhivate am’
guod movnpevdpevol Kol EEEPELVICM
tag évtohdg tod Ogod pov 119:116
avtihofod pov koatd t© AOYOV cov Kol
{foopon kol pn katooybvng pe and g
npocdokiag pov 119:117 PBonbnodv pot
Kol cobnioopot Kol HEAETHO® €V TOlg
dikoumdpooitv cov o mwavtog 119:118
€E0VOEVOONG TAVTAG TOVG ATOCTATODVTOG
07O TAV SIKUOUATOV 60V OTL &dkov 10
Evoounua avt®dv 119:119 mapapaivoviog
ELoyLoGUNV TAVTAG TOVC AUAPTOAOVS THS
Y1ig O TodTO NYdmnoo T0 LopTUPLE GOV
o mavtdg 119:120 xebylooov €k tod
@OPBoL GOV TAG GAPKAG OV ATO Yap TOV
KPYAT®mv cov Epofronv
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119:121 1 ow éEmoinoo  kpipo Kol
dwatoochvny U mopadds UE  TOIg
aoucodoiv pe 119:122 Exde&on Tov 600AOV
o0V €ig ayafdv pn cLVKOPAVINGUTOGHY
pe vepneavol 119:123 oi dpboipoi pov
g&émov €lg 10 cTPLOV GOV Kol €ig
10 AOYlov Thi¢ dkatoovvng cov 119:124
moinoov petd tod JSoVAOL GOV KUTA
10 &ledc cov Kol TA SKOLOUATE GOV
Sida&dv pe 119:125 500AOG 60V gipu £YD
GULVETIOOV L€ KOl YVMOGOLL TO LopTOpLdL
cov 119:126 xopdg tod momjoor T@
Kupl® Oleckédoocay TOV VOUOV  GOv
119:127 &1 TovTo Nydmnoo T0¢ EVIOAGS
oov VrEp ypuciov Kol tonaliov 119:128
o todt0 TPOC TAUCOG TOUG EVIOAGS
oov katepBodunv mdcav 060V GdKov
guionca 119:129 1 on Bavpaoctd T
poptHpld cov da todto EEnpevvnoev
avta M youyn pov 119:130 11 dMAwoig
TV AOY®V OOV QOTIET Kol GUVETIED
vnmiovg 119:131 10 otépa pov fvor&a
kol efAkvoo mvedpo Tt Tag EVIoAdg
oov &memobovv 119:132 érmifieyov én’
EUE Kol EAENCOV e Kot TO Kpipo TV
ayomoviov to dvopd cov 119:133 ta
dwfnquotd pov Katevhovov Kotd TO
AGY16V GOV Kol U] KOTOKLPLEVGAT® LoV
naca dvouio 119:134 Adtpwoai pe ano
OVKOPAVTIOG AVOpOT®V Kol GUAGED TAG
&vtoldg cov 119:135 16 mpodcmIOV 60V
Emipavov £l TOV 60DAGV 6oV Kal didaEov
pe T Stkoumdpotd cov 119:136 61e£660vg
VOGTOV Katéfnoav ol deOaAuoi pov Enel
ovK €pOAagov TOV vopov cov 119:137 1
cadn Sikoiog &l KOpie kai eDONG 1) Kpioig
oov 119:138 gveteilm dikatoocvvny Td
uopTOpld. cov Kol GAndsiav  oeddpa
119:139 g&émn&év pe 0 Cijhog tod oikov
oov &1t €neldbovto TV AdYy®mv cov ol
&xOpoi pov 119:140 memvpwpévov 10
AOY10V 60V GPAdpa Kai O SO0DAGG Gov
Nyannocev ovTd
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119:141  vedtepdg i &yd Kol
£E0VOEVOUEVOG TO SIKOLMUOTH GOV OVK
gnehodouny 119:142 1 dwatochvn Gov
dworoovvn €ig TOV aidva Kol O VOHOg
ocov aAndeia 119:143 OAiyig kai avirykn
gbpocav pe ol évtolai Gov peAétn pHov
119:144 Swatocbvn td HOPTOPLEL GOV
€1 TOV aidvo GUVETIGOV pe Kol (oot
119:145 1 ko gxéxpoto &v OAn Kopdig
LoV ETAKOVGOV LoV KVPLE TO SIKOUDUATA
ocov éxmmow 119:146 éxékpa&d oe
o®coov pe kol QUAGE® TA HapTOPLA
oov 119:147 mpoépbaco &v dmpig Kol
gxépada €ig ToLG AOYOVG GOV EMNATIG
119:148 mpoépbacav ol d@Ouipoi pov
pog Opbpov Tod peretdv TO AOYA
oov 119:149 1fic pwviig pov dxovcov
KOple Kot 10 EAedG GOV KT TO Kpipa
ocov (fioov pe 119:150 mpocnyyicav ol
KOTOSUDKOVTEG Ue Gvopig amd & 10D
vouov cov guakpovinoeay 119:151 &yyig
gl o KOpile kol micon oi &vrolai Gov
aanfewa 119:152 xat’ dpyoc Eyvov €k
TV poaptupiov cov 8T €ig 1OV aidva
€0eperiooag avtd 119:153 prg id¢ v
taneivoctv pov kai é€glod pe OtL Tov
vouov cov ovK émehafoumv 119:154
Kpivov TNV Kpicw pov kol AOTpmcai pe
S tov Adyov cov Cficov pe 119:155
HOKPOY GO AUAPTOADY coTnpic 6Tt Td
dwoudpatd cov ovk Eelntnooay 119:156
ol OiKTIpHOl GOV TOAAOL KUPLE KATA TO
Kkpipa cov {foov pe 119:157 moidkoi ol
EKODKOVTEG e Kol EKOAIPovTEG pe Ek TV
poaptopiov cov ovk &&€ékhva 119:158
gldov dovvOetodvtog kol dEeTnkouny 81t
0 Aoyt cov ovK EpuAdEovto 119:159
i0¢ 811 T0G EVvTOAAC Gov Mydmnoa KOpLe
&v 1 é\éel cov (fodv pe 119:160 apym
TV LMoY@V 6oV aA B kai €ig TOV aidval
mhvta Ta Kpipata Thg S1kaosvuvng Gov
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119:161 « oev Gpyovieg KotedimEav
pe dwpedv Kol G4mO TOV AOY®OV GOV
édehiaoey 1 kapdio pov 119:162
ayoAMdoopor &ym Eml Ta AOYLL GOL
¢ 0 gvupiockmv okdAa moAAd 119:163
aowiov épionoa koi ERdeAv&auny tov
0¢ vopov cov nyannca 119:164 éntakig
TG MUEPAG Tvesh col €ml T KpipoTa
Mg dkaoovvng cov 119:165 eipnvn
TOAAT TOTG Ayam@GV TOV VOUOV GOV Kol
ovK €otv avtoig okdvooiov 119:166
TPOcEOOK®OV TO COTNPOV GOV KOPLE
Kol T0G €vToldg cov Tydmmoo 119:167
EpuALEV 1) Yoy HOL TA HapTHPLE GOV
Kol mMyamnoev avta oeodpo 119:168
€POANEN TAG EVTOLAC GOV KoL TA LLOPTOPLYL
cov 611 miioat ol 6601 Hov &vavTiov Gov
KkOpie 119:169 k Bav éyyiodro 1 6énoig
LoV EVOTOV GOV KUPLE KaTd TO AOY1OV
cov cLVvETIooV pe 119:170 gicéABot to
a&lopd pov Evomov Gov Katd TO AOY1oV
ocov pvooi pe 119:171 é&egpedéovto o
x€An pov duvov dtav 610AENC ue TA
dkoumpotd cov 119:172 @béyEarto 1
YABGOGA pov 1O AdYOV cov 6Tl mhoot
ol éviolai ocov dwkawoobvn 119:173
vevéabo 1| yelp cov 100 odoai pe Ot
TaG €violdg cov Tpetichunv 119:174
€nendbnoa T cOTPIOV ooV KOPLE Kol
0 vopog cov perétn pov éotv 119:175
{noeton 1 yoyn pov kol aivéoel o€ Kol
T0 Kpipotd cov Pondnoel pot 119:176
EMAaviONY ¢ 7TPOPoTov  ATOAWMAOG
{tnoov Tov 60DAGV 6oV OTL TG EVIOAAG
GOV OVK EmelaBouNV
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:1 How blessed are those whose
way is blameless, Who walk in the
law of the Lord. 119:2 How blessed
are those who observe His testimo-
nies, Who seek Him with all their
heart. 119:3 They also do no unrigh-
teousness; They walk in His ways.
119:4 You have ordained Your pre-
cepts, That we should keep them
diligently. 119:5 Oh that my ways
may be established To keep Your
statutes! 119:6 Then I shall not be
ashamed When I look upon all Your
commandments. 119:7 1 shall give
thanks to You with uprightness of
heart, When I learn Your righteous
judgments. 119:8 I shall keep Your
statutes; Do not forsake me utterly!
119:9 How can a young man keep
his way pure? By keeping it accord-
ing to Your word. 119:10 With all
my heart I have sought You; Do not
let me wander from Your command-
ments. 119:11 Your word I have
treasured in my heart, That I may
not sin against You. 119:12 Bless-
ed are You, O Lord; Teach me Your
statutes. 119:13 With my lips I have
told of All the ordinances of Your
mouth. 119:14 I have rejoiced in the
way of Your testimonies, As much
as in all riches. 119:15 I will med-
itate on Your precepts And regard
Your ways. 119:16 1 shall delight
in Your statutes; I shall not forget
Your word. 119:17 Deal bountifully
with Your servant, That I may live
and keep Your word. 119:18 Open
my eyes, that I may behold Won-
derful things from Your law. 119:19
I am a stranger in the earth; Do not
hide Your commandments from me.
119:20 My soul is crushed with
longing After Your ordinances at all
times. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:1 How happy are the perfect of way,
who walk in the Torah of the Lord. 119:2
How happy those who keep his testimo-
ny; with a whole heart they will seek
his instruction. 119:3 Truly they have
not acted deceitfully; in his proper ways
they have walked. 119:4 You have given
your commandments, to keep very much.
119:5. It is good for me that my ways
are straight, to keep your decrees. 119:6.
Then I will not be disappointed when I
look to all your commandments. 119:7.
I will give thanks in your presence with
uprightness of heart, when I learn the
judgments of your righteousness. 119:8.
I will keep your decrees; do not aban-
don me utterly. 119:9. In what way shall
a youth purify his way? To keep [it] as
your words. 119:10. With all my heart
I have sought your teaching; do not let
me go astray from your commandments.
119:11. In my heart I have hidden your
word, that I might not sin in your pres-
ence. 119:12. Blessed are you, O Lord;
teach me your decrees. 119:13. With my
lips I have recounted all the judgments of
your mouth. 119:14. In the way of your
testimonies I have rejoiced, as at a stroke
of luck. 119:15. I will speak by your
commandments, and I will behold your
ways. 119:16. I will find delight in your
decrees, I will not forget your utterance.
119:17. Requite your servant with good;
I will live, and keep your words. 119:18.
Uncover my eyes, and [ will behold
wonders from your Torah. 119:19. I am
a dweller in the land; do not take away
your commandments from me. 119:20.
My soul has longed with longing for your
commandments at all times. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:1 Blessed are the blameless in
the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord. 119:2 Blessed are they that
search out his testimonies: they will
diligently seek him with the whole
heart. 119:3 For they that work in-
iquity have not walked in his ways.
119:4 Thou hast commanded us dili-
gently to keep thy precepts. 119:5 O
that my ways were directed to keep
thine ordinances. 119:6 Then shall 1
not be ashamed, when I have respect
to all thy commandments. 119:7 I will
give thee thanks with uprightness of
heart, when I have learnt the judg-
ments of thy righteousness. 119:8 1
will keep thine ordinances: O forsake
me not greatly. 119:9 Wherewith
shall a young man direct his way? by
keeping thy words. 119:10 With my
whole heart have I diligently sought
thee: cast me not away from thy com-
mandments. 119:11 I have hidden
thine oracles in my heart, that [ might
not sin against thee. 119:12 Blessed
art thou, O Lord: teach me thine or-
dinances. 119:13 With my lips have
I declared all the judgments of thy
mouth. 119:14 I have delighted in the
way of thy testimonies, as much as
in all riches. 119:15 I will meditate
on thy commandments, and consider
thy ways. 119:16 1 will meditate on
thine ordinances: I will not forget thy
words. 119:17 Render a recompense
to thy servant: so shall I live, and
keep thy words. 119: 8 Unveil thou
mine eyes, and I shall perceive won-
drous things of thy law. 119:19 I am
a stranger in the earth: hide not thy
commandments from me. 119:20 My
soul has longed exceedingly for thy
judgments at all times. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:21 You rebuke the arrogant,
the cursed, Who wander from Your
commandments. 119:22 Take away
reproach and contempt from me, For
I observe Your testimonies. 119:23
Even though princes sit and talk
against me, Your servant meditates
on Your statutes. 119:24 Your tes-
timonies also are my delight; They
are my counselors. 119:25 My soul
cleaves to the dust; Revive me ac-
cording to Your word. 119:26 I have
told of my ways, and You have an-
swered me; Teach me Your statutes.
19:27 Make me understand the way
of Your precepts, So I will meditate
on Your wonders. 119:28 My soul
weeps because of grief; Strengthen
me according to Your word. 119:29
Remove the false way from me,
And graciously grant me Your law.
119:30 1 have chosen the faithful
way; I have placed Your ordinanc-
es before me. 119:31 I cling to Your
testimonies; O Lord, do not put me
to shame! 119:32 I shall run the way
of Your commandments, For You
will enlarge my heart. 119:33 Teach
me, O Lord, the way of Your stat-
utes, And I shall observe it to the
end. 119:34 Give me understanding,
that I may observe Your law And
keep it with all my heart. 119:35
Make me walk in the path of Your
commandments, For I delight in
it. 119:36 Incline my heart to Your
testimonies And not to dishonest
gain. 119:37 Turn away my eyes
from looking at vanity, And revive
me in Your ways. 119:38 Establish
Your word to Your servant, As that
which produces reverence for You.
119:39 Turn away my reproach
which I dread, For Your ordinances
are good. 119:40 Behold, I long for
Your precepts; Revive me through
Your righteousness. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:21. You have rebuked the malicious;
cursed are all who stray from your com-
mandments. 119:22. Remove from me
humiliation and shame; for I have kept
your testimonies. 119:23. For leaders
sit speaking against me; your servant is
engaged in instruction of your decrees.
119:24. Also your testimonies are my de-
light, the source of my counsel. 119:25.
My soul is joined to the dust; heal me
according to your word. 119:26. I num-
bered my ways and you received my
prayer; teach me your decrees. 119:27.
Give me insight into the way of your
commandments, and I will speak of your
wonders. 119:28. My soul is grieved by
weariness; sustain me according to your
word. 119:29. Remove from me the path
of lies; and [by] your Torah have com-
passion on me. 119:30. I have chosen the
faithful path; I have placed your judg-
ments [with me]. 119:31. I have joined
myself to your testimonies, O Lord; do
not make me ashamed. 119:32. I will run
in the path of your commandments, for
you will expand my heart. 119:33. Teach
me, O Lord, the way of your decrees, and
I will keep it totally. 119:34. Give me in-
sight, and I will keep your Torah, O Lord;
and I will keep it with a whole heart.
119:35. Make me walk in the course
of your commandments, for I desire it.
119:36. Incline my heart to your testi-
monies, and not to money. 119:37. Turn
my eyes away from the sight of deceit;
by your words heal me. 119:38. Confirm
your word to your servant, which [leads]
to your worship. 119:39. Take away my
reproach, which I fear, for your judg-
ments are good. 119:40. Behold, I have
yearned for your commandments; in your
generosity heal me. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:21 Thou has rebuked the proud:
cursed are they that turn aside from thy
commandments. 119:22 Remove from
me reproach and contempt; for I have
sought out thy testimonies. 119:23 For
princes sat and spoke against me: but
thy servant was meditating on thine
ordinances. 119:24 For thy testimonies
are my meditation, and thine ordinanc-
es are my counselors. 119:25 My soul
has cleaved to the ground; quicken
thou me according to thy word. 119:26
I declared my ways, and thou didst
hear me: teach me thine ordinances.
119:27 Instruct me in the way of thine
ordinances; and I will meditate on thy
wondrous works. 119:28 My soul has
slumbered for sorrow; strengthen thou
me with thy words. 119:29 Remove
from me the way of iniquity; and be
merciful to me by thy law. 119:30 I have
chosen the way of truth; and have not
forgotten thy judgments. 119:31 I have
cleaved to thy testimonies, O Lord; put
me not to shame. 119:32 I ran the way
of thy commandments, when thou didst
enlarge my heart. 119:33 Teach me, O
Lord, the way of thine ordinances, and
I will seek it out continually. 119:34 In-
struct me, and I will search out thy law,
and will keep it with my whole heart.
119:35 Guide me in the path of thy
commandments; for I have delighted
in it. 119:36 Incline mine heart to thy
testimonies, and not to covetousness.
119:37 Turn away mine eyes that [ may
not behold vanity: quicken thou me in
thy way. 119:38 Confirm thine oracle
to thy servant, that he may fear thee.
119:39 Take away my reproach which
I have feared: for thy judgments are
good. 119:40 Behold, I have desired
thy commandments: quicken me in thy
righteousness. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:41 May Your lovingkindness-
es also come to me, O Lord, Your
salvation according to Your word;
119:42 So I will have an answer for
him who reproaches me, For I trust
in Your word. 119:43 And do not
take the word of truth utterly out of
my mouth, For I wait for Your ordi-
nances. 119:44 So I will keep Your
law continually, Forever and ever.
119:45 And I will walk at liberty,
For 1 seek Your precepts. 119:46
I will also speak of Your testimo-
nies before kings And shall not be
ashamed. 119:47 1 shall delight in
Your commandments, Which I love.
119:48 And I shall lift up my hands
to Your commandments, Which I
love; And I will meditate on Your
statutes. 119:49 Remember the
word to Your servant, In which You
have made me hope. 119:50 This is
my comfort in my affliction, That
Your word has revived me. 119:51
The arrogant utterly deride me, Yet
I do not turn aside from Your law.
119:52 I have remembered Your or-
dinances from of old, O Lord, And
comfort myself. 119:53 Burning in-
dignation has seized me because of
the wicked, Who forsake Your law.
119:54 Your statutes are my songs In
the house of my pilgrimage. 119:55
O Lord, I remember Your name
in the night, And keep Your law.
119:56 This has become mine, That
I observe Your precepts. 119:57 The
Lord is my portion; I have promised
to keep Your words. 119:58 I sought
Your favor with all my heart; Be
gracious to me according to Your
word. 119:59 I considered my ways
And turned my feet to Your testimo-
nies. 119:60 I hastened and did not
delay To keep Your commandments.
(NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:41. And let your kindness come upon
me, O Lord, your redemption in accor-
dance with your word. 119:42. And 1
will give answer to those who mock me,
for I have trusted in your word. 119:43.
And do not remove the word of truth
from my mouth utterly, for I have wait-
ed long for your judgments. 119:44. And
I will keep your Torah always, for ages
upon ages. 119:45. And I will walk in the
wideness of the Torah, for I have sought
your commandments. 119:46. And I will
speak of your testimonies before kings,
and I will not be ashamed. 119:47. And
I will delight myself in your command-
ments, which I love. 119:48. And I will
lift my hands to your commandments,
which I love, and I will speak of your de-
crees. 119:49. Remind your servant of the
word, for you waited long for me. 119:50.
This is my comfort in my pain, for your
word has sustained me. 119:51. The mali-
cious mock me greatly; I have not turned
away from your Torah. 119:52. I remem-
bered your judgments of old, O Lord,
and I was comforted. 119:53. Trembling
seized me because of the wicked who
forsake your Torah. 119:54. Your decrees
became psalms for me in my dwelling
place. 119:55. T remembered your name
in the night, O Lord, and I kept your To-
rah. 119:56. This became merit for me,
for I kept your commandments. 119:57.
My portion is the Lord, I have prom-
ised to keep your words. 119:58. I have
prayed in your presence with a whole
heart; have pity on me according to your
word. 119:59. I have thought to improve
my way, and I will turn my feet to your
testimonies. 119:60. I was eager, and did
not delay to keep your commandments.
(EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:41 And let thy mercy come upon
me, O Lord; even thy salvation, ac-
cording to thy word. 119:42 And so
I shall render an answer to them that
reproach me: for I have trusted in thy
words. 119:43 And take not the word
of truth utterly out of my mouth; for I
have hoped in thy judgments. So shall
I keep thy law continually, for ever and
ever. 119:45 1 walked also at large:
for I sought out thy commandments.
119:46 And I spoke of thy testimonies
before kings, and was not ashamed.
119:47 And I meditated on thy com-
mandments, which I loved exceeding-
ly. 119:48 And I lifted up my hands to
thy commandments which I loved; and
I meditated in thine ordinances. 119:49
Remember thy words to thy servant,
wherein thou hast made me hope.
119:50 This has comforted me in mine
affliction: for thine oracle has quick-
ened me. 119:51 The proud have trans-
gressed exceedingly; but I swerved not
from thy law. 119:52 I remembered
thy judgments of old, O Lord; and was
comforted. 119:53 Despair took hold
upon me, because of the sinners who
forsake thy law. 119:54 Thine ordi-
nances were my songs in the place of
my sojourning. 119:55 I remembered
thy name, O Lord, in the night, and
kept thy law. 119:56 This I had, be-
cause I diligently sought thine ordi-
nances. 119:57 Thou art my portion, O
Lord: I said that I would keep thy law.
119:58 I besought thy favour with my
whole heart: have mercy upon me ac-
cording to thy word. 119:59 I thought
on thy ways, and turned my feet to thy
testimonies. 119:60 I prepared myself,
(and was not terrified,) to keep thy
commandments. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:61 The cords of the wicked have
encircled me, But I have not forgot-
ten Your law. 119:62 At midnight I
shall rise to give thanks to You Be-
cause of Your righteous ordinances.
119:63 I am a companion of all those
who fear You, And of those who keep
Your precepts. 119:64 The earth is
full of Your lovingkindness, O Lord;
Teach me Your statutes. 119:65 You
have dealt well with Your servant,
O Lord, according to Your word.
119:66 Teach me good discernment
and knowledge, For I believe in Your
commandments. 119:67 Before I
was afflicted I went astray, But now
I keep Your word. 119:68 You are
good and do good; Teach me Your
statutes. 119:69 The arrogant have
forged a lie against me; With all my
heart I will observe Your precepts.
119:70 Their heart is covered with
fat, But I delight in Your law. 119:71
It is good for me that I was afflict-
ed, That I may learn Your statutes.
119:72 The law of Your mouth is
better to me Than thousands of gold
and silver pieces. 119:73 Your hands
made me and fashioned me; Give me
understanding, that I may learn Your
commandments. 119:74 May those
who fear You see me and be glad,
Because I wait for Your word. 119:75
I know, O Lord, that Your judgments
are righteous, And that in faithfulness
You have afflicted me. 119:76 O may
Your lovingkindness comfort me,
According to Your word to Your ser-
vant. 119:77 May Your compassion
come to me that I may live, For Your
law is my delight. 119:78 May the
arrogant be ashamed, for they sub-
vert me with a lie; But I shall med-
itate on Your precepts. 119:79 May
those who fear You turn to me, Even
those who know Your testimonies.
119:80 May my heart be blameless
in Your statutes, So that I will not be
ashamed. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:61. The band of wicked men has gath-
ered against me; I have not forgotten your
Torah. 119:62. In the middle of the night
I will rise to sing praise in your presence,
for the sake of your righteous judgments.
119:63. I am a companion to all who revere
you, and to those who keep your command-
ments. 119:64. Your goodness, O Lord, fills
the earth; teach me your decrees. 119:65.
You have shown goodness to your servant,
O Lord, according to your words. 119:66.
Teach me good sense and knowledge, for
I have believed in your commandments.
119:67. Before 1 was afflicted, I was in
error, but now I have kept your word.
119:68. You are good, and do good; teach
me your decrees. 119:69. The malicious
have shouted me down with lies; I will
keep your commandments with a whole
heart. 119:70. The impulse of their heart is
dulled as with fat; as for me, my delight is
your Torah. 119:71. It is good for me, for
I was humbled, so that I might learn your
decrees. 119:72. Better for me is the Torah
of your mouth, than a thousand talents of
gold and silver. 119:73. Your hands made
me and established me; give me insight and
I will learn your commandments. 119:74.
Those who fear you will see me and be
glad; for I have waited long for your word.
119:75. T know, O Lord, for your judgments
are righteous and you have afflicted me in
truth. 119:76. Now let your kindness be
for my comfort, according to your word
to your servant. 119:77. Let your mercies
come to me and I will live; for your Torah
is my delight. 119:78. The arrogant will be
ashamed, for they twisted a lie against me; [
will speak of your commandments. 119:79.
Those who fear you will turn to my teach-
ing, and those who know your testimonies.
119:80. Let my heart be without blemish in
your decrees, so that I may not be ashamed.
(EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:61 The snares of sinners entangled
me: but I forgot not thy law. 119:62 At
midnight I arose, to give thanks to thee
for the judgments of thy righteousness.
119:63 1 am a companion of all them
that fear thee, and of them that keep
thy commandments. 119:64 O Lord, the
earth is full of thy mercy: teach me thine
ordinances. 119:65 Thou hast wrought
kindly with thy servant, o Lord, ac-
cording to thy word. 119:66 Teach me
kindness, and instruction, and knowl-
edge: for | have believed thy command-
ments. 119:67 Before I was afflicted, I
transgressed; therefore have I kept thy
word. 119:68 Good art thou, O Lord;
therefore in thy goodness teach me
thine ordinances. 119:69 The injustice
of the proud has been multiplied against
me: but [ will search out thy command-
ments with all my heart. 119:70 Their
heart has been curdled like milk; but I
have meditated on thy law. 119:71 It
is good for me that thou hast afflicted
me; that [ might learn thine ordinances.
119:72 The law of thy mouth is better
to me than thousands of gold and silver.
119:73 Thy hands have made me, and
fashioned me: instruct me, that I may
learn thy commandments. 119:74 They
that fear thee will see me and rejoice:
for I have hoped in thy words. 119:75
I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are
righteousness, and that thou in truth-
fulness hast afflicted me. 119:76 Let, 1
pray thee, thy mercy be to comfort me,
according to thy word to thy servant.
119:77 Let thy compassions come to
me, that I may live: for thy law is my
meditation. 119:78 Let the proud be
ashamed; for they transgressed against
me unjustly: but I will meditate in thy
commandments. 119:79 Let those that
fear thee, and those that know thy tes-
timonies, turn to me. 119:80 Let mine
heart be blameless in thine ordinances,
that I may not be ashamed. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:81 My soul languishes for Your
salvation; I wait for Your word.
119:82 My eyes fail with longing for
Your word, While I say, ‘When will
You comfort me?’ 119:83 Though I
have become like a wineskin in the
smoke, I do not forget Your statutes.
119:84 How many are the days of
Your servant? When will You exe-
cute judgment on those who perse-
cute me? 119:85 The arrogant have
dug pits for me, Men who are not
in accord with Your law. 119:86
All Your commandments are faith-
ful; They have persecuted me with
a lie; help me! 119:87 They almost
destroyed me on earth, But as for
me, I did not forsake Your precepts.
119:88 Revive me according to Your
lovingkindness, So that I may keep
the testimony of Your mouth. 119:89
Forever, O Lord, Your word is set-
tled in heaven. 119:90 Your faithful-
ness continues throughout all gener-
ations; You established the earth, and
it stands. 119:91 They stand this day
according to Your ordinances, For
all things are Your servants. 119:92
If Your law had not been my delight,
Then I would have perished in my
affliction. 119:93 T will never for-
get Your precepts, For by them You
have revived me. 119:94 I am Yours,
save me; For I have sought Your pre-
cepts. 119:95 The wicked wait for
me to destroy me; I shall diligently
consider Your testimonies. 119:96 1
have seen a limit to all perfection;
Your commandment is exceedingly
broad. 119:97 O how I love Your
law! It is my meditation all the day.
119:98 Your commandments make
me wiser than my enemies, For they
are ever mine. 119:99 I have more
insight than all my teachers, For
Your testimonies are my meditation.
119:100 I understand more than the
aged, Because I have observed Your
precepts. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:81. My soul has yearned for your
redemption; I have waited long for your
word. 119:82. My eyes are spent for your
word, saying, “When will you comfort
me?” 119:83. For I have become like a
water-skin that hangs in the smoke; your
decrees I have not forgotten. 119:84.
How many are the days of your servant?
When will you pass judgment on my per-
secutors? 119:85. The malicious have dug
pits for me, that you have not command-
ed them in your Torah. 119:86. All your
commandments are truth; for a lie they
persecuted me, help me! 119:87. They
almost destroyed me in the land; but I
have not forsaken your commandments.
119:88. Sustain me according to your
kindness, and 1 will keep the testimony
of your mouth. 119:89. Forever, O Lord,
your word endures in heaven. 119:90.
Your faithfulness is to every generation;
you established the earth and it endures.
119:91. This day have they risen for your
judgments, for all of them are your ser-
vants. 119:92. Had your Torah not been
my delight, then I would have perished
in my affliction. 119:93. T will never for-
get your commandments, for you have
sustained me by them. 119:94. For I am
yours, redeem me; for I have sought after
your commandments. 119:95. The wicked
waited for me to annihilate me; I will con-
template your commandments. 119:96. To
everything that began and ended I have
seen an end; your commands are very spa-
cious. 119:97. How I have loved your To-
rah! It is my conversation all day. 119:98.
Your commandments make me wiser than
my enemies; because it is always mine.
119:99. 1 have understood more than all
my teachers; for your testimonies are my
conversation. 119:100. I will have greater
insight than the wise, for I have kept your
commandments. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:81 My soul faints for thy salva-
tion: I have hoped in thy words. 119:82
Mine eyes failed in waiting for thy
word, saying, When wilt thou com-
fort me? 119:83 For I am become as
a bottle in the frost: yet I have not for-
gotten thine ordinances. 119:84 How
many are the days of thy servant? when
wilt thou execute judgment for me on
them that persecute me? 119:85 Trans-
gressors told me idle tales; but not
according to thy law, O Lord. 119:86
All thy commandments are truth; they
persecuted me unjustly; help thou me.
119:87 They nearly made an end of
me in the earth; but I forsook not thy
commandments. 119:88 Quicken me
according to thy mercy; so shall I keep
the testimonies of thy mouth. 119:89
Thy word, O Lord, abides in heaven
for ever. 119:90 Thy truth endures to
all generations; thou hast founded the
earth, and it abides. 119:91 The day
continues by thy arrangement; for all
things are thy servants. 119:92 Were it
not that thy law is my meditation, then
I should have perished in mine afflic-
tion. 119:93 I will never forget thine
ordinances; for with them thou hast
quickened me. 119:94 I am thine, save
me; for I have sought out thine ordi-
nances. 119:95 Sinners laid wait for
me to destroy me; but I understood thy
testimonies. 119:96 have seen an end
of all perfection; but thy command-
ment is very broad. 119:97 How I have
loved thy law, O Lord! it is my medita-
tion all the day. 119:98 Thou hast made
me wiser than mine enemies in thy
commandment; for it is mine for ever.
119:99 I have more understanding than
all my teachers; for thy testimonies are
my medication. 119:100 I understand
more that the aged; because I have
sought out thy commandments.(LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:101 T have restrained my feet
from every evil way, That I may
keep Your word. 119:102 I have not
turned aside from Your ordinances,
For You Yourself have taught me.
119:103 How sweet are Your words
to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey
to my mouth! 119:104 From Your
precepts I get understanding; There-
fore I hate every false way. 119:105
Your word is a lamp to my feet And
a light to my path. 119:106 I have
sworn and I will confirm it, That I
will keep Your righteous ordinances.
119:107 T am exceedingly afflicted;
Revive me, O Lord, according to
Your word. 119:108 O accept the
freewill offerings of my mouth, O
Lord, And teach me Your ordinanc-
es. 119:109 My life is continually
in my hand, Yet I do not forget Your
law. 119:110 The wicked have laid
a snare for me, Yet I have not gone
astray from Your precepts. 119:111
I have inherited Your testimonies
forever, For they are the joy of my
heart. 119:112 T have inclined my
heart to perform Your statutes For-
ever, even to the end. 119:113 I hate
those who are double-minded, But I
love Your law. 119:114 You are my
hiding place and my shield; I wait
for Your word. 119:115 Depart from
me, evildoers, That I may observe
the commandments of my God.
119:116 Sustain me according to
Your word, that I may live; And do
not let me be ashamed of my hope.
119:117 Uphold me that I may be
safe, That I may have regard for Your
statutes continually. 119:118 You
have rejected all those who wander
from Your statutes, For their deceit-
fulness is useless. 119:119 You have
removed all the wicked of the earth
like dross; Therefore I love Your tes-
timonies. 119:120 My flesh trembles
for fear of You, And I am afraid of
Your judgments. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:101. T have kept my feet from every
evil way, so that I may keep your words.
119:102. T have not gone away from your
judgments, for you have taught me. 119:103.
How sweet to my palate are your words;
sweeter by far than honey to my mouth.
119:104. I will gain insight from your com-
mandments; because of this, I hate every
son of man who lies. 119:105. Your words
are like a lamp that illuminates my feet, and
a light for my path. 119:106. I have sworn
and covenanted to keep the commandments
of your righteousness. 119:107. 1 was
greatly afflicted, O Lord; heal me according
to your words. 119:108. Be pleased now,
O Lord, with the offerings of my mouth;
and teach me your judgments. 119:109.
My soul is always in danger by my own
hands; but I have not forgotten your Torah.
119:110. The wicked have arranged a trap
for me; but I have not strayed from your
commandments. 119:111. I have inherited
your testimonies forever; for they are the
joy of my heart. 119:112. I have inclined
my heart to do your decrees forever, to the
very end. 119:113. I hate those who think
vain thoughts, but I have loved your Torah.
119:114. You are my hiding place and my
shield; I have waited long for your word.
119:115. Turn from me, evildoers; and I
will keep the commandments of my God.
119:116. Support me by your word, and I
will live; and do not disappoint me because
of my trust. 119:117. Help me and I will
be redeemed; and I will be happy in your
Torah always. 119:118. You have subdued
all who went astray from your decrees; for
their deceit is a lie. 119:119. You have ter-
minated all the unfit, you have frustrated all
the wicked of the earth; because of this, I
have loved your testimonies. 119:120. My
flesh is blushing for fear of you; and I am
afraid of your judgments. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:101 I have kept back my feet from
every evil way, that I might keep thy
words. 119:102 I have not declined from
thy judgments; for thou hast instructed
me. 119:103 How sweet are thine ora-
cles to my throat! more so than honey to
my mouth! 119:104 I gain understanding
by thy commandments: therefore I have
hated every way of unrighteousness.
119:105 Thy law is a lamp to my feet,
and a light to my paths. 119:106 I have
sworn and determined to keep the judg-
ments of thy righteousness. 119:107 1
have been very greatly afflicted, O Lord:
quicken me, according to thy word.
119:108 Accept, I pray thee, O Lord,
the freewill-offerings of my mouth, and
teach me thy judgments. 119:109 My
soul is continually in thine hands; and I
have not forgotten thy law. 119:110 Sin-
ners spread a snare for me; but I erred not
from thy commandments. 111 I have in-
herited thy testimonies for ever; for they
are the joy of my heart. 119:112 I have
inclined my heart to perform thine ordi-
nances for ever, in return for thy mercies.
119:113 T have hated transgressors; but I
have loved thy law. 119:114 Thou art my
helper and my supporter; I have hoped in
thy words. 119:115 Depart from me, ye
evil-doers; for I will search out the com-
mandments of my God. 119:116 Uphold
me according to thy word, and quicken
me; and make me not ashamed of my ex-
pectation. 119:117 Help me, and I shall
be saved; and I will meditate in thine
ordinances continually. 119:118 Thou
hast brought to nought all that depart
from thine ordinances; for their inward
thought is unrighteous. 119:119 I have
reckoned all the sinners of the earth as
transgressors; therefore have I loved thy
testimonies. 119:120 Penetrate my flesh
with thy fear; for I am afraid of thy judg-
ments. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:121 1 have done justice and
righteousness; Do not leave me to
my oppressors. 119:122 Be surety
for Your servant for good; Do not
let the arrogant oppress me. 119:123
My eyes fail with longing for Your
salvation And for Your righteous
word. 119:124 Deal with Your ser-
vant according to Your lovingkind-
ness And teach me Your statutes.
119:125 I am Your servant; give me
understanding, That 1 may know
Your testimonies. 119:126 It is time
for the Lord to act, For they have
broken Your law. 119:127 Therefore
I love Your commandments Above
gold, yes, above fine gold. 119:128
Therefore 1 esteem right all Your
precepts concerning everything, I
hate every false way. 119:129 Your
testimonies are wonderful; There-
fore my soul observes them. 119:130
The unfolding of Your words gives
light; It gives understanding to the
simple. 119:131 I opened my mouth
wide and panted, For I longed for
Your commandments. 119:132 Turn
to me and be gracious to me, After
Your manner with those who love
Your name. 119:133 Establish my
footsteps in Your word, And do not
let any iniquity have dominion over
me. 119:134 Redeem me from the
oppression of man, That I may keep
Your precepts. 119:135 Make Your
face shine upon Your servant, And
teach me Your statutes. 119:136 My
eyes shed streams of water, Because
they do not keep Your law. 119:137
Righteous are You, O Lord, And up-
right are Your judgments. 119:138
You have commanded Your testimo-
nies in righteousness And exceeding
faithfulness. 119:139 My zeal has
consumed me, Because my adver-
saries have forgotten Your words.
119:140 Your word is very pure,
Therefore Your servant loves it.
(NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:121. I have practiced justice and
righteousness; do not abandon me to my
oppressors. 119:122. Delight your ser-
vant with goodness; do not let the ma-
licious oppress me. 119:123. My eyes
have hoped for your redemption, and for
the word of your righteousness. 119:124.
Act with your servant according to your
kindness, and teach me your decrees.
119:125. I am your servant, give me in-
sight, and I will know your testimonies.
119:126. It is time to do the will of the
Lord; the scholars have desecrated your
Torah. 119:127. Because of this, I have
loved your commandments more than
gold and more than pure gold. 119:128.
Because of this, I have harmonized all the
commandments whatsoever; I hate every
way of deceit. 119:129. Your testimonies
are wonderful; because of this, my soul
has kept them. 119:130. Your engraved
words will enlighten the needy, the sim-
ple will gain insight. 119:131. I opened
my mouth and learned, for I desired
your commandments. 119:132. Turn to
me and have compassion on me, as is
the custom towards those who love your
name. 119:133. Establish my steps by
your word, and let no deceit rule over me.
119:134. Redeem me from the oppres-
sion of the son of man, and I will keep
your commandments. 119:135. Shine the
splendor of your face on your servant,
and teach me your decrees. 119:136.
Streams of water will go down my eyes,
because they have not kept the Torah.
119:137. Your are righteous, O Lord, and
your judgments are upright. 119:138. You
have commanded righteousness, testimo-
ny, and much faithfulness. 119:139. My
zeal has overcome me, for my oppres-
sors have forgotten your words. 119:140.
Your word is very pure, and your servant
loves it. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:121 I have done judgment and jus-
tice; deliver me not up to them that
injure me. 119:122 Receive thy servant
for good: let not the proud accuse me
falsely. 119:123 Mine eyes have failed
for thy salvation, and for the word of
thy righteousness. 119:124 Deal with
thy servant according to thy mercy, and
teach me thine ordinances. 119:125 1
am thy servant; instruct me, and I shall
know thy testimonies. 119:126 It is
time for the Lord to work: they have
utterly broken thy law. 119:127 There-
fore have I loved thy commandments
more than gold, or the topaz. 119:128
Therefore 1 directed myself accord-
ing to all thy commandments: I have
hated every unjust way. 119:129 Thy
testimonies are wonderful: therefore
my soul has sought them out. 119:130
The manifestation of thy words will
enlighten, and instruct the simple.
119:131 I opened my mouth, and drew
breath: for I earnestly longed after thy
commandments. 119:132 Look upon
me and have mercy upon me, after the
manner of them that love thy name.
119:133 Order my steps according to
thy word: and let not any iniquity have
dominion over me. 119:134 Deliver
me from the false accusation of men:
so will T keep thy commandments.
119:135 Cause thy face to shine upon
thy servant: and teach me thine ordi-
nances. 119:136 Mine eyes have been
bathed in streams of water, because 1
kept not thy law. 119:137 Righteous art
thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judg-
ments. 119:138 Thou has commanded
righteousness and perfect truth, as thy
testimonies. 119:139 Thy zeal has quite
wasted me: because mine enemies
have forgotten thy words. 119:140 Thy
word has been very fully tried; and thy
servant loves it. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:141 1 am small and despised,
Yet I do not forget Your precepts.
119:142 Your righteousness is an
everlasting righteousness, And Your
law is truth. 119:143 Trouble and
anguish have come upon me, Yet
Your commandments are my de-
light. 119:144 Your testimonies are
righteous forever; Give me under-
standing that [ may live. 119:145 1
cried with all my heart; answer me,
O Lord! I will observe Your statutes.
119:146 1 cried to You; save me And I
shall keep Your testimonies. 119:147
I rise before dawn and cry for help;
I wait for Your words. 119:148 My
eyes anticipate the night watches,
That I may meditate on Your word.
119:149 Hear my voice according
to Your lovingkindness; Revive me,
O Lord, according to Your ordi-
nances. 119:150 Those who follow
after wickedness draw near; They
are far from Your law. 119:151 You
are near, O Lord, And all Your com-
mandments are truth. 119:152 Of
old I have known from Your testi-
monies That You have founded them
forever. 119:153 Look upon my af-
fliction and rescue me, For I do not
forget Your law. 119:154 Plead my
cause and redeem me; Revive me
according to Your word. 119:155
Salvation is far from the wicked,
For they do not seek Your statutes.
119:156 Great are Your mercies, O
Lord; Revive me according to Your
ordinances. 119:157 Many are my
persecutors and my adversaries, Yet
I do not turn aside from Your testi-
monies. 119:158 I behold the treach-
erous and loathe them, Because they
do not keep Your word. 119:159
Consider how I love Your precepts;
Revive me, O Lord, according to
Your lovingkindness. 119:160 The
sum of Your word is truth, And ev-
ery one of Your righteous ordinances
is everlasting. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:141. 1T am small and despised; I
have not forgotten your commandments.
119:142. Your generosity is righteousness
forever, and your Torah is truth. 119:143.
Trouble and the oppressor have befallen
me; your commandments are my delight.
119:144. Your testimonies are righteous-
ness forever; give me insight and I will
endure. 119:145. T have called with a
whole heart; answer me, O Lord! I will
keep your decrees. 119:146. I have called
you, redeem me; and [ will keep your
testimonies. 119:147. I have risen early
at dawn, and prayed; I have waited long
for your word. 119:148. My eyes have
preceded the watches of morning and
evening to speak of your word. 119:149.
Hear my voice in accordance with your
kindness, O Lord; sustain me according
to your judgments. 119:150. Those who
pursue fornication have drawn near; they
have gone far from your Torah. 119:151.
You are near, O Lord, and all your com-
mandments are truth. 119:152. Long ago
I grew wise from your testimonies, for
you founded them forever. 119:153. See
my affliction and deliver me; for I have
not forgotten your Torah. 119:154. Ar-
gue my case and redeem me; heal me for
your word. 119:155. Redemption is far
from the wicked; for they have not sought
your decrees. 119:156. Your mercies are
many, O Lord; heal me according to your
judgments. 119:157. Those who pursue
me and oppress me are many; | have
not turned away from your testimonies.
119:158. I saw despoilers and I contended
with them, who have not kept your word.
119:159. See [this], for I have loved your
commandments; O Lord, according to
your kindness heal me. 119:160. The be-
ginning of your word is truth; and all the
judgments of your righteousness are for-
ever. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:141 I am young and despised: yet
I have not forgotten thine ordinances.
119:142 Thy righteousness is an ev-
erlasting righteousness, and thy law
is truth. 119:143 Afflictions and dis-
tresses found me: but thy command-
ments were my meditation. 119:144
Thy testimonies are an everlasting
righteousness: instruct me, and I shall
live. 119:145 1 cried with my whole
heart; hear me, O Lord: I will search
out thine ordinances. 119:146 1 cried
to thee; save me, and I will keep thy
testimonies. 119:147 I arose before the
dawn, and cried: I hoped in thy words.
119:148 Mine eyes prevented the
dawn, that I might meditate on thine
oracles. 119:149 Hear my voice, O
Lord, according to thy mercy; quicken
me according to thy judgment. 119:150
They have drawn nigh who persecut-
ed me unlawfully; and they are far
removed from thy law. 119:151 Thou
art near, O Lord; and all thy ways are
truth. 119:152 I have known of old
concerning thy testimonies, that thou
hast founded them for ever. 119:153
Look upon mine affliction, and rescue
me; for I have not forgotten thy law.
119:154 Plead my cause, and ransom
me: quicken me because of thy word.
119:155 Salvation is far from sinners:
for they have not searched out thine
ordinances. 119:156 Thy mercies, O
Lord, are many: quicken me accord-
ing to thy judgment. 119:157 Many are
they that persecute me and oppress me:
but I have not declined from thy testi-
monies. 119:158 I beheld men acting
foolishly, and I pined away; for they
kept not thine oracles. 119:159 Be-
hold, I have loved thy commandments,
O Lord: quicken me in thy mercy.
119:160 The beginning of thy words
is truth; and all the judgments of thy
righteousness endure for ever. (LXX)

18

Copyright © 2017 MATSATI.COM Ministry




— Tehillim / Psalms 119 | v°p °%1n 990 —

Tehillim Psalms 119

119:161 Princes persecute me
without cause, But my heart
stands in awe of Your words.
119:162 1 rejoice at Your word,
As one who finds great spoil.
119:163 1 hate and despise
falsehood, But I love Your law.
119:164 Seven times a day I
praise You, Because of Your righ-
teous ordinances. 119:165 Those
who love Your law have great
peace, And nothing causes them
to stumble. 119:166 I hope for
Your salvation, O Lord, And do
Your commandments. 119:167
My soul keeps Your testimonies,
And I love them exceedingly.
119:168 1 keep Your precepts
and Your testimonies, For all my
ways are before You. 119:169
Let my cry come before You, O
Lord; Give me understanding ac-
cording to Your word. 119:170
Let my supplication come be-
fore You; Deliver me according
to Your word. 119:171 Let my
lips utter praise, For You teach
me Your statutes. 119:172 Let
my tongue sing of Your word,
For all Your commandments
are righteousness. 119:173 Let
Your hand be ready to help me,
For I have chosen Your precepts.
119:174 T long for Your salva-
tion, O Lord, And Your law is
my delight. 119:175 Let my soul
live that it may praise You, And
let Your ordinances help me.
119:176 1 have gone astray like
a lost sheep; seek Your servant,
For I do not forget Your com-
mandments. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:161. Rulers have pursued me with-
out cause; and my heart is in fear of your
word. 119:162. I am glad concerning your
word, like a man who finds much spoil.
119:163. I have hated deceit and loathed
it; I have loved your Torah. 119:164.
Seven times a day I have praised you,
because of the judgments of your righ-
teousness. 119:165. There is great peace
for those who love your Torah in this age,
and they have no stumbling-block in the
age to come. 119:166. I have hoped for
your redemption, O Lord, and I have
done your commandments. 119:167.
My soul has kept your testimonies, and |
have loved them greatly. 119:168. I have
kept your commandments and your testi-
monies, for all my ways are before you.
119:169. My prayer will come near in
your presence, O Lord; give me insight
according to your word. 119:170. Let my
prayer come before you; deliver me ac-
cording to your word. 119:171. My lips
will seek praise, for you will teach me
your decrees. 119:172. My tongue will
reply [to] your word, for all your judg-
ments are righteousness. 119:173. May
your hand be [ready] to help me, for I
have taken pleasure in your command-
ments. 119:174. I have yearned for your
redemption, O Lord, and your Torah is
my delight. 119:175. May my soul live
and praise you, and may your judgments
give me aid. 119:176. I have gone astray
like a lost flock; seek your servant, for I
have not forgotten your commandments.
(EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:161 Princes persecuted me with-
out a cause, but my heart feared be-
cause of thy words. 119:162 I will
exult because of thine oracles, as
one that finds much spoil. 119:163 1
hate and abhor unrighteousness; but |
love thy law. 119:164 Seven times in
a day have I praised thee because of
the judgments of thy righteousness.
119:165 Great peace have they that
love thy law: and there is no stum-
bling-block to them. 119:166 I wait-
ed for thy salvation, O Lord, and have
loved thy commandments. 119:167
My soul has kept thy testimonies,
and loved them exceedingly. 119:168
I have kept thy commandments and
thy testimonies; for all my ways are
before thee, O Lord. 119:169 Let my
supplication come near before thee, o
Lord; instruct me according to thine
oracle. 119:170 Let my petition come
in before thee, O Lord; deliver me
according to thine oracle. 119:171
Let my lips utter a hymn, when thou
shalt have taught me thine ordinanc-
es. 119:172 Let my tongue utter thine
oracles; for all thy commandments
are righteous. 119:173 Let thine hand
be prompt to save me; for I have
chosen thy commandments. 119:174
I have longed after thy salvation, O
Lord; and thy law is my meditation.
119:175 My soul shall live, and shall
praise thee; and thy judgments shall
help me. 119:176 I have gone astray
like a lost sheep; seek thy servant; for
I have not forgotten thy command-
ments. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 119 opens saying, "DTY *%3 MW 2 i 1702 209950 717000 "WR - X
MU 3?-5;3 119:1 How blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk in the law of the Lord.
119:2 How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, Who seek Him with all their heart. (NASB) The

Aramaic Targum states, 202 MO0 MWAT PP 2 SANT RN PIRIAT RANK WHWT 17 R

IO 1WAN® XY 19:1 How happy are the perfect of way, who walk in the Torah of the Lord. 119:2 How
happy those who keep his testimony; with a whole heart they will seek his instruction. (EMC) The psalmist
states the one whose way is blameless is blessed, and says this is the one who walks in the Torah of the Lord.
It is interesting how much of a contrast this is to modern day theologies being taught in the Christian church
today. The psalmist however claims the Law of God (Torah) is a favorable approach to being blessed of
God and living a blessed life. The correct translation of the word Torah is “instruction” or “revelation,”
as in “God s instruction,” or “the revelation from God.”" This is how the Torah is presented in Judaism due
to the root word 1172 meaning “fo feach.” The Torah is the revelation of the character of God as well as His
instruction of what is to come for the life of one who places his faith and trust in Him. The Torah is God’s
instruction on how those who place their faith and trust in Him, either Jew or Gentile, are to live so that all
will be well with him (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4.:40). The Torah says (Shemot / Exodus 12:48-49, Vayikra /
Leviticus 24:22, Isaiah 56) that God’s instructions are not just for the Jewish people. The prophetic visions
of Isaiah (Isaiah 2) speak of this truth, where the Gentiles who choose to be a part of God’s people will live
by His truth. This is a consistent theme throughout the Apostolic Writings. The Lord chose to reveal His
ways through the Jewish people, they were to be a light to the world and bring this revelation of God to the
nations. Yeshua reminds us of this in the words he spoke in Matthew 5. These things are consistent with
Tehillim / Psalms 119:159 which states “Consider how I love your precepts; revive me and give life to me,
O Lord, according to your loving kindness.” David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 119 speak of his asking for
salvation, and that the Lord would give him life, so that he could follow in the way of the Lord according
to His Torah. The Lord Judged David based upon his faithfulness to the Lord and his desire to walk in His
ways. The Lord did not judge David in his ability to keep every point of the Law. Nobody has ever been
“saved” (given life) by their ability to keep Torah, nor has that ever been an option for salvation. The idea
that the Torah-based Judaism taught that someone may be saved by obeying the Torah is a false teaching.
Throughout the church age, it has been taught that Judaism is a works based faith. The error of the Jewish
leaders in Yeshua’s time illustrate that not everyone will have faith in Yeshua as the Messiah. One of the ar-
guments from Judaism against Christianity was the absence of the Torah centric teaching that we are to live
our lives based upon God’s righteous way of living. Paul wrote “Let God be true but every man be a liar”
in Romans 3:4. The only thing that is “right,” is what the Lord God of Israel Himself has established. The
conclusion, based upon what David writes in Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-2 is that faith and the desire to follow
His Torah are inseparable according to God. This truth is established in God’s Words to Moshe according
to Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:12 (“to fear Him, walk in His ways, to love Him and to serve Him with all
your heart and soul”) “His ways”” were given in the Torah. The author of Hebrews 10:38 writes we cannot
walk in His ways (following the Torah) without faith. This is a very important point, that faith and Torah
observance go hand in hand. The Lord had given His instruction for us out of His mercy and His love for
us. There are several related reasons for His giving us His instructions in this way.

» Provide guidance to man in regards to sin.
* To reveal to man the righteous ways of God. (Romans 7:12)
* To show man how he falls short of God’s holiness and righteousness.

* To direct man to the God of Israel and to His Messiah, the One in whom we
trust for salvation
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The basic premise that is being taught according to Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-2, J77-0°00 MWKR X
AT 22-222 1PNTY NI WK 2 i NIN2 093973 119:1 How blessed are those whose way is
blameless, Who walk in the law of the Lord. 119:2 How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, Who
seek Him with all their heart. (NASB) is that the Torah was given to show man how to live for God, to walk
in the way of God such that one’s way is blameless, and to humble our hearts and our lives to take upon His
testimonies for His glory. Do you love the Lord enough to humble your life for His glory? This is a topic
that is not taught in the church today. The fact that we have faith in Yeshua does not void what the Torah
says about how we should be living our lives. Christianity teaches that we do not have to follow the Torah,
as Jesus nullified its specifics by summarizing everything in the two commandments that He gave in the
book of Matthew. Instead of following God’s revelation (the Torah), Christianity says we now have “liberty
from the Law,” and we now follow something called “the law of love” or “the law of Christ.” Christianity
says we are now ‘“‘led by the Spirit” and no longer subject to “the Law.” This teaching is contrary to what
the Scriptures are saying here in Tehillim / Psalms 119, where being led by the Spirit we will walk in God’s
ways of righteousness and holiness. The theologies that teach this misrepresentation of God’s truth, use
various Scriptures from the Apostolic Writings such as what Paul wrote in Philippians 3.

Philippians 3:1-12

3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to
me, and it is a safeguard for you. 3:2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware
of the false circumcision, 3:3 for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of
God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh, 3:4 although I myself might
have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, |
far more: 3:5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews, as to the Law, a Pharisee; 3:6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church,
as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 3:7 But whatever things were
gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 3:8 More than that, |
count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain
Christ, 3:9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from
the Law, but that which is through faith in Chrisi, the righteousness which comes from God
on the basis of faith, 3:10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 3:11 in order that I may attain
to the resurrection from the dead. 3:12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already
become perfect, but I press on so that [ may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of
by Christ Jesus. (NASB)

The point Paul is trying to make is in regards to relying upon the flesh as opposed to faith in the spirit. We
do not obey God’s Torah for the purpose of earning merit towards the Olam Habah (World to Come). We
read in Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:11-14, “For this commandment which I command you today is not too
mysterious for you, nor is it far off. It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven
for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who
will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it.” But the word is very near to you,
in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.” The Lord God Himself makes it clear, He told His
people that the Law was not too hard for them to follow. However, due to the weakness of man, we all fall
short and fail to wholly keep the way of God perfectly. Because of this we do not trust in our deeds, but in
the mercy of God by faith. For this reason the Lord brought His Messiah to save us from our sins, to live a
perfect life, and to lay his life down for ours. This is what Paul meant saying, 3:8 More than that, I count all
things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered
the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 3:9 and may be found in Him,
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not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith (NASB) The faith that Paul speaks of having in
Yeshua does not void what the Torah says about how we should be living our lives. Paul is saying we do not
live our lives according to the Torah for the purpose of self righteousness. This is why David said what he

ordained Your precepts, That we should keep them diligently. 119:5 Oh that my ways may be established To
keep Your statutes! 119:6 Then I shall not be ashamed When [ look upon all Your commandments. 119:7 1
shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, When I learn Your righteous judgments. 119:8 I shall keep
Your statutes; Do not forsake me utterly! (NASB) We learn to live righteously by observing how Yeshua
lived His life according to the Gospels in the Apostolic Writings. Yeshua lived his life for the Lord accord-
ing to the Torah and provides us with the example to do the same. Notice how David says those whose way
is blameless will do no unrighteousness because they walk in God’s ways. The definition of righteousness
and unrighteousness is based upon whether one obeys or violates God’s Law. The one who walks in the
Spirit walks in God’s ways. The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 7:11 for sin, taking an opportunity through
the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 7:12 So then, the Law is holy, and the command-
ment is holy and righteous and good. 7:13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me?
May it never be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through
that which is good, so that through the commandment sin would become utterly sinful. (NASB) Paul states
that God’s Torah, His mitzvot (commandments) are holy, righteous, and good. In his commentary on the
Torah, he states that it was sin that took opportunity against the commandment to deceive him. It was not
the Law of God that deceived him. Look closely at Romans 7:13, he says that which is good (the Torah
command) did NOT cause him death. The Law is not what caused him to die. It was sin, in order that it
might be show to be sin by effecting his death through that which is good so that sin would become utterly
sinful through the commandment of God. The idea here is because of sin Paul died, not because of the

commandment which is holy, righteous, and good. This is why David calls out to God saying, 119> *20% 11

Your statutes! 119:6 Then I shall not be ashamed When I look upon all Your commandments. (NASB) David
asked the Lord to establish his ways to keep His statutes so that he would not be ashamed to look upon the
commands of God. Can you see the parallel in Devarim / Deuteronomy 39:15-17, “See, I have set before
you today life and good, death and evil, in that [ command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in
His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply;
and the Lord your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. But if your hearts turn away so
that you do not hear, you shall surely perish ...” The point is faith comes first and is tied to obedience. Here
we find the Lord commanding us to love Him, and to have faith and trust in Him, which then is followed
by walking in His ways (obeying Torah). Moshe also says if your hearts turn away (lack of faith) you will
perish. The Lord God of Israel’s view of faith is not void of our responsibility and action. It is a matter of
believing by faith and then living out our faith because of our great love for Him.

This is why David asked the question, :57272 WY iMI8-NY W3-1721° 92V 119:9 How can a young
man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word. (NASB) This is what faith leads us to do, to
seek the Lord God for help to keep our way pure, righteous, holy, and true to His word. This is the struggle
that all true believers face, the war that is taking place between the spirit and the flesh. In this struggle we
find the duality of the Torah and its multiplicity of purpose. One function of the Torah is to show man how
sinful he is and that he stands condemned before a righteous God. This is not all the Torah does however
because it leads us to seek the Lord God of Israel, as the Torah describes at His Tabernacle with the atoning
sacrifice. Only by trusting in God for His salvation, and purposing our life in Teshuvah (Repentance) to
walk in His ways are we able to escape judgment (/ John 2:4). Reading the Apostolic Writings with a Torah
centric understanding of where Paul was coming from, eliminates the conflicts caused by the modern theol-
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ogies which teach contradictory statements about “the Law.” Paul taught against the idea of self righteous-
ness that is found in obeying God’s Torah. The major point is we do not justify ourselves through obedience
to the Torah. Our justification comes by faith, were we are called to humble our lives to obedience to the
Messiah, which is synonymous to walking in the spirit through obedience to God’s Word so as not to sin
before God. The Lord gives us His Spirit to empower us to overcome the flesh and walk in God’s ways.

David said, 2° :77-Rp0% X7 1907 G078 "n9¥ 272 X0 DA CBYR-OR PAYT 029-702 0
DR WY YR MY TOT TITR T TH-"0IY 95 M0 DY N TR VI M A0S T3
PR VAR AR 9°IR 119:10 With all my heart I have sought You; Do not let me wander from Your
commandments. 119:11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You. 119:12
Blessed are You, O Lord; Teach me Your statutes. 119:13 With my lips I have told of All the ordinances of
Your mouth. 119:14 I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches. 119:15 I will
meditate on Your precepts And regard Your ways. 119:16 I shall delight in Your statutes; I shall not forget
Your word. (NASB) David asks the Lord to keep him from wandering from his commandments. What is
important to know here is that the Torah itself is not a curse, rather, sin brings the curse through disobedi-
ence. When Paul wrote to the Galatians about the curse of the Law, the “curse of the law” and its function
of being “a tutor” (Galatians 3:24), apply to those who have not yet placed their faith in the God of Israel.
Christianity incorrectly teaches that when Paul spoke of the Law serving as a guardian before Yeshua, he
was saying that it held the Jews, under the Law of Moses, in bondage until Yeshua came and died. This is a
biased misinterpretation of the Scriptures, as God does not change. (Note this false teaching comes directly
from the theology of dispensationalism.) What Paul is saying is that in the life of every living person the
Torah functions as a tutor before they come to Messiah. After a person comes to trust in Yeshua, those two
particular aspects of the Torah cease, that of being a guardian and a curse. The Torah’s role as God’s revela-
tion to His people as a way of life does not cease. The Lord wants us to continue to live for Him because he
has sanctified us, set us apart, and made us holy by faith in the Messiah Yeshua. This being set apart as holy
leads us to understand the Torah is a way of living for God, so all will be well with you. This is the other
side of the duality of the Torah as a blessing and guide for us to live. If we sin and live in un-repentance
the other side of the Torah as a curse will come upon our lives whether one believes in Yeshua or not. This
is the revelation of God according to His word and the Church today does not teach this truth. David says,
119:11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You. 119:12 Blessed are You, O
Lord; Teach me Your statutes. (NASB) speaking of this goodness that is found in God’s Word. We seek to
live out this goodness in the Messiah Yeshua. If we choose to live in sin in un-repentance, meaning that we
do not seek to turn from sin, there is nothing left but the curse of unfaithfulness.

For the one who loves the Lord to humble his life to obedience to God’s Word, the psalmist states say-
ing the following, =23  1* 17127 TIRWR) MR F720-2V 2R3 10 19727 MowN XD YUYRUR P2 10
TYSYR-7X TIKNY WHI NOW D NI "IN TMOR-IX PRI I MW 1 NI NiXYDI prax) "y
SRR TNTY 0D T2) A9 YR 93 20 nivmn oo 2NN 0071 PR XD iNY-922 119:17 Deal
bountifully with Your servant, That I may live and keep Your word. 119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold
Wonderful things from Your law. 119:19 I am a stranger in the earth; Do not hide Your commandments from
me. 119:20 My soul is crushed with longing After Your ordinances at all times. 119:21 You rebuke the ar-
rogant, the cursed, Who wander from Your commandments. 119:22 Take away reproach and contempt from
me, For I observe Your testimonies. (NASB) Note how the servant of the Lord who truly desires the Lord’s
help to live for Him, will seek the Lord’s help to keep God’s Word in his life. The Psalm speaks of the
Hebrew view of faith as not just “believing” in God, as some would teach. Our faith in Yeshua is not just
about asking for salvation and that is the end of if. The theology that is found in the church today seems to
follow this type of approach to faith and belief in God with little to no emphasis upon what God expects of
us as His children. Even demons believe in God (James 2:19) and know who Yeshua is (Matthew 8:29). We
are called to repentance (Teshuvah) and to have faith, meaning that we turn from our sin and walk in God’s
ways. Upon repenting, we are now to look at the Torah as our “how-to guide” regarding God’s will for our
lives. The entire Torah is the “Law of Liberty ” that James spoke of saying we are to live it. (James 1:25 and
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2:12) We are not to pick and choose which Torah commandments we want to follow either (James 2:10-11).
Here lies the problem with the Christian interpretation of the bible. The issue is in the definition of faith,
Christianity pays little attention to the Hebrew Bible, including the verse from the Apostolic writings which
speak of faith that is coupled to our actions. The Hebrew understanding of faith is what James writes in his
book saying, James 2:24 “You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.” (NASB)
The evangelical Protestant denominations have much difficulty explaining these parts of the book of James.

Throughout history and today, the church interprets Scripture through a anti-Torah bias which results in
a confused Christian view of the believer’s relationship to the Torah. As a result, modern theologies teach
that Paul is saying we who have “faith in Jesus” we’re no longer “under the Law,” therefore the Law has
been done away with. This is a very confused theology as Christianity itself recognizes that some parts
of “the Law” remain. This is why we must diligently study God’s Torah and seek His help for what the
Psalmist states, :07IA7 NIRDDI AVOAR) O1Y-23 1 119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold Wonderful
things from Your Torah (DA, law). (NASB) The psalmist seeks the Lord to open his eyes to see Won-
derful things in the Law of God. What is it about the Torah that would be a wonderful thing to see? Could
it be the understanding of the Lord who seeks to make known his holiness, righteousness, justice, and truth
that is to be lived out in His people? Could it be about man taking on the testimonies of God for God’s
Glory? This anti-Torah mindset causes much confusion in the Christian commentaries, such as from James
1:25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a
forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. (NASB) 1t is important to
note that James did not have the New Testament Scriptures when he was writing these things to the First
Century believers. He had only the Tanach which was read weekly in the synagogue. Here in the book of
James, he makes a positive reference to the Law, and modern theological reasoning states that this could not
possibly be the Torah (Law of Moshe). Examining a famous Christian teacher and author, James Vernon
Mcgee, he provides the following explanation of the above verse saying, “'The perfect law of liberty.” This
is not the Mosaic Law; it is the law of grace. James does not talk about law here in the same sense that Paul
does. When Paul talks about the law, he is talking about the Mosaic Law. When James talks about law, it is
the law of faith. There is love in law in the Old Testament, and there is law in love in the New Testament.”
Note the confusion on the Law in which Paul and James are referring to. James McGee does not offer any
evidence to back his interpretation on which Paul is referring to the Torah and James is not. His reasoning is
that Jame’s Law simply cant refer to what Paul is referring to because my theology cannot accept that. His
interpretation is based solely upon Christian theological understanding that the Law (Torah) is bad.
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against me, Your servant meditates on Your statutes. 119:24 Your testimonies also are my delight; They are
my counselors. 119:25 My soul cleaves to the dust; Revive me according to Your word. 119:26 I have told
of my ways, and You have answered me; Teach me Your statutes. 19:27 Make me understand the way of
Your precepts, So I will meditate on Your wonders. 119:28 My soul weeps because of grief; Strengthen me
according to Your word. 119:29 Remove the false way from me, And graciously grant me Your law. 119:30
I have chosen the faithful way; I have placed Your ordinances before me. 119:31 I cling to Your testimo-
nies; O Lord, do not put me to shame! (NASB) Note how David speaks of the testimonies of God being
his delight (//9:24) and his seeking the Lord’s help to understand God’s precepts for their application to
life (179:27). Christianity takes the theological approach of cherry picking Scripture by pointing to certain
“New Testament” verses to “prove” the Law has ended. For example in Acts 15, the Jerusalem Council was
called upon to address the issue of Gentile inclusion in the covenant and the rapid response of the Gentiles to
faith in Yeshua the Messiah. The gentiles were coming directly into the faith of Israel through the Messiah.
This method of faithfulness to God through the Messiah was different from the past inclusion through the
precepts of Judaism. This may have seemed different and would have led some to doubt the sincerity of the
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non-Jewish person being accepted as fellow citizens of God’s kingdom who had little to no understanding of
God’s Torah. After having placed their faith in Yeshua, the Council in fact required these Gentiles to follow
certain minimal Torah commands (Acts 15:20) in order to have fellowship with Jewish believers and to be
able to function within their new found faith. The Jerusalem Council gave these basic Torah commands
with the understanding that they would learn more about Moshe and the Torah as they attended Synagogue
each week. (Acts 15:21) Peter’s comment in Acts 15:10 is pointing out that if God had commanded perfect
Torah observance as a prerequisite to faith, then they all were in jeopardy, as none of them could keep it
perfectly. This reasoning is consistent with Tehillim / Psalms 119:30 I have chosen the faithful way; I have
placed Your ordinances before me. 119:31 I cling to Your testimonies;, O Lord, do not put me to shame!
(NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, //9:30. I have chosen the faithful path, I have placed your judgments
[with me]. 119:31. I have joined myself to your testimonies, O Lord; do not make me ashamed. (EMC) Da-
vid chose the faithful way clinging His testimonies and His way of life. In a similar way, based upon the
example given to us by Yeshua, we too are to cling to God’s testimonies, to humble our lives, and submit to
God’s Word.
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Your commandments, For You will enlarge my heart. 119:33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your statutes, And
1 shall observe it to the end. 119:34 Give me understanding, that I may observe Your law And keep it with
all my heart. 119:35 Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, For I delight in it. 119:36 Incline my
heart to Your testimonies And not to dishonest gain. 119:37 Turn away my eyes from looking at vanity, And
revive me in Your ways. 119:38 Establish Your word to Your servant, As that which produces reverence for
You. 119:39 Turn away my reproach which I dread, For Your ordinances are good. 119:40 Behold, I long for
Your precepts; Revive me through Your righteousness. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states the following:

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah Psalms 119:32-40

119:32. I will run in the path of your commandments, for you will expand my heart. 119:33.
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your decrees, and I will keep it totally. 119:34. Give me insight,
and I will keep your Torah, O Lord; and I will keep it with a whole heart. 119:35. Make me
walk in the course of your commandments, for I desire it. 119:36. Incline my heart to your
testimonies, and not to money. 119:37. Turn my eyes away from the sight of deceit; by your
words heal me. 119:38. Confirm your word to your servant, which [leads] to your worship.
119:39. Take away my reproach, which I fear, for your judgments are good. 119:40. Behold,
I have yearned for your commandments, in your generosity heal me. (EMC)
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The fact is God does not change (Bamidbar / Numbers 23:19, Hebrews 13:8, James 1:17). A common senti-
ment heard in churches today is the notion that God does change, that He changed by replacing Torah-obser-
vant Israel as His people, with the non-Torah observant gentile Church. This speaks contrary to what we are
reading here in the Hebrew Scriptures from Tehillim / Psalms 119. David says, 119:32 I shall run the way
of Your commandments, For You will enlarge my heart. (NASB) David says walking in God’s ways, running
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in them, will enlarge/expand the heart. This suggests that our love for others should expand. He asks the
Lord to give him insight and then he will keep God’s Torah. Is it interesting that insight (understanding) is
paralleled to living for the Lord according to His Word. Do you believe this is true? Let’s Pray!
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vation according to Your word; 119:42 So I will have an answer for him who reproaches me, For I trust in
Your word. 119:43 And do not take the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, For [ wait for Your ordinances.
119:44 So I will keep Your law continually, Forever and ever. 119:45 And I will walk at liberty, For I seek
Your precepts. (NASB) These set of verses are very interesting, because David groups the grace of God

(77917 to His salvation (NYIN) to trusting in the Word of truth which are His ordinances, His Torah (=i

the Hebrew view of faith is not just “believing” in the God of Israel, as modern theology would teach us
today. Even the demons believe in him (James 2:19) and confess who Yeshua is (Matthew 8:29). Having
repented (teshuvah) in faith, we are to look to the Torah as our “how-to guide” regarding God’s will for our
lives. This is why the Apostle James wrote the entire Torah is the “Law of Liberty” we are to live by. We
cannot pick and choose which Torah commandments we want to follow either (210 For whoever keeps the
whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 2:11 For He who said, ‘Do not commit
adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not commit murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you
have become a transgressor of the law. NASB) James states the following in regards to the Torah:

James 1:19-27

1:19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak
and slow to anger, 1:20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 1:21
Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive
the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 1:22 But prove yourselves doers of the
word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 1:23 For if anyone is a hearer of the
word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror, 1:24 for once
he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person
he was. 1:25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it,
not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what
he does. 1:26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but
deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless. 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in
the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to
keep oneself unstained by the world. (NASB)

James says that we are to be quick to listen and slow to anger. The reason being this topic causes much
anger in the hearts of Christians who rest in the modern theologies of today and reject the Torah of God.
James speaks of the Word of God that was implanted into our lives that causes salvation to the soul. The
idea here is in being a doer of the word and not merely a hearer. This is the central point of the Torah to be a
doer of the word. If we only listen to God’s Word and do not put it into practice, we delude ourselves. This
is the concept behind seeing our face and then forgetting what we look like, which is paralleled to the one
who looks at the Torah and then forgets. James uses this same terminology as we find here in the Psalm, of
walking in liberty by the one who abides in God’s Torah. This is effected by the one who sees and does ac-
cording to God’s Word. James says such a man is blessed in what he does. James words are consistent with
the Psalmist approach by drawing together the grace of God, His salvation, his Torah, walking in liberty, and
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all of these things are found in His precepts.

The Aramaic Targum states, 1/9:41. And let your kindness come upon me, O Lord, your redemption
in accordance with your word. 119:42. And I will give answer to those who mock me, for I have trusied in
your word. 119:43. And do not remove the word of truth from my mouth utterly, for I have waited long for
your judgments. 119:44. And I will keep your Torah always, for ages upon ages. 119:45. And I will walk in
the wideness of the Torah, for I have sought your commandments. (EMC) The answer the psalmist gives
is that he trusts in the Word of the Lord! This is the same answer that we give for the faith that we have,
we trust in the Word of the Lord, believing by faith, and living our lives accordingly. Note how the Rabbis
translate walking in the wideness of the Torah. What do they mean by the “wideness of the Torah?” The
way the Psalm is written, the wideness of the Torah seems to refer to someone who has faithfully studied the
Torah, worshiped in the Temple and put into practice his faith. The conclusion is God’s Law is so vital to

the life of His people, that we are to keep his precepts for ages upon ages (2797 X770 TNOIR NOXY TN

:1%Y). The English translates 1°"17¥ "A9Y9 as ages upon ages, which is the same as saying something is
eternal. This is paralleled to what the Apostle Peter wrote in / Peter 1:25 BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD
ENDURES FOREVER.” And this is the word which was preached to you. (NASB) In order to understand
what this means, we understand that there is inherent power in the Word of God. The Apostle Paul wrote
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16). The word for inspiration is from the Greek
text, Oeomvevotog theopneustos. This Greek word is a combination the words Theos “God” + Pepneusiai
“to breathe.” It means literally that all of Scripture is God breathed. All scripture is the product of God’s
breath, it is His Word, it is the Lord God of Israel himself that speaks (or breathed out) the scripture. This is
significant because we read in Bereshit / Genesis 2:7, “the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” (NASB). There is a connec-
tion between the words; breath, inspiration, and life. This is why the author of Hebrews wrote, “The Word
of God is living and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews
4:12) This speaks to the immutability of God and His promises, meaning that the Lord God of Israel is not
subject or susceptible to change or variation in form or quality or nature. This is because the Lord God of
Israel has no beginning or end, He is eternal, and so is His Word, unchanging, the Lord does not change His
mind as the Scripture states (Isaiah 46:9-10 and Bamidbar / Numbers 23:19). The Scriptures state “For [
am the LORD, I change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed” (Malachi 3:6). The counsel of
the LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations (7ehillim / Psalms 33:11). 1t is within this
context that we read the rabbis translating saying, 119:44. And I will keep your Torah always, for ages upon
ages. 119:45. And I will walk in the wideness of the Torah, for I have sought your commandments. (EMC)
And David’s words saying in Tehillim / Psalms 19:7-8, The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the
heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
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DI AN D 119:46 [ will also speak of Your testimonies before kings And shall not be ashamed. 119:47
1 shall delight in Your commandments, Which I love. 119:48 And I shall lift up my hands to Your command-
ments, Which I love; And I will meditate on Your statutes. 119:49 Remember the word to Your servant, In
which You have made me hope. 119:50 This is my comfort in my affliction, That Your word has revived me.
(NASB) This is the love of God that we keep His mitzvot (commandments). This is the point of what the
psalmist is trying to say, I lift up my hands to your commands, [ meditate on your statutes, and my hope is in
Your Word. This is what it means to have true love, to demonstrate the fruit, the evidence of our love for our
Father in heaven. The point of the psalmist is that God’s commandments are not grievous. The Greek word
for “heavy” Papeion bareiai, is a reference to something being difficult or a burden or to difficult to bear.
The point is God’s Torah is not unreasonable, the duties which He asks of us as His people are not beyond
our ability, and His government is not oppressive. It is easy to obey God when the heart is right. Those who
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pursue the commands as the psalmist is stating, to be sincere to keep his commandments, such a person does
not complain that the commands are hard. All the complaints come from those who are not motivated out
of love for the Lord to keep his commandments. The objection is in the developed theologies, which then
rejects God’s Torah as unreasonable and that God’s Law imposes improper restraints upon one’s life. These
complaints do come from Christians or at least those who think they are such. Note what the Apostle John
wrote in his epistle according to 7 John 5:1-4.

1 John 5:1-4

5:1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father
loves the child born of Him. 5:2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we
love God and observe His commandments. 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. 5:4 For whatever is born
of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world our faith.

(NASB)

John is speaking of being born of God. The phrase “being born of God” is a reference to being filled with
His Spirit that enables us to live according to His Word. Our lives are changed from the inside out. This
is the thing that demonstrates our having been born of God, and our having love for our Father in heaven.
This love is demonstrated in obeying His commandments. 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep
His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. (NASB) John agrees with the psalmist.
What is going on with the modern theologies that reject the Torah today as a way of life for God’s people?
Revelation 22: 14 states “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” Most of Christianities understanding of Judaism and
more importantly of Judaism in Yeshua’s day is limited to the few glimpses that are found in the “New Testa-
ment.” The problem is the interpretation of the NT is taken away from its historical context, and interpreted
in a non-Hebrew fashion. If we begin with a skewed view of first century Judaism and its doctrines, there is
no level of grammatical scrutiny that can correct for this misrepresentation of Judaism. For example, trying
to read the English text, solely “in its immediate grammatical context,” is unreliable as this does not lead
one to a Hebraic understanding nor to its first century context, this has led to much theological errors as we
have been discussing in the previous Psalms.

The ignorance regarding the first century historical and cultural context may be found in the modern
commentaries such as from James Vernon McGee (www.blueletterbible.org). In his commentary on James
2:2 he states the following: “The word assembly here means synagogue. Evidently the Jewish Christians
were calling the place where they met a synagogue. They had erected no buildings and frequently met in
private homes, but the chances are that in many places they rented a synagogue. They met on Sunday rather
than on Saturday and therefore did not conflict with the meeting of the Jews.” What happens is most Chris-
tians will read this statement and say “yes this is true” because this is a famous man and very few questions
are asked in regards to the validity (accuracy) of his statements.

Summary of McGee’s Mistakes

* McGee makes the statement: “Jewish Christians.” It is important to note here that there was
no such thing as a “Jewish Christian” in the first century. This is a modern description based
upon an erroneous theology. Usage of this term supports the false idea that these first Jewish
believers had undergone a conversion from Judaism to Christianity. The earliest reference
to the word Christian was given to the believers at Antioch (Acts 11:26) as a derogatory slur.
The original Jewish believers in Yeshua remained Torah-observant Jews (see Acts 21:20).

*  McGee claimed they “called the place they met a synagogue” for one of two reasons. They
either were at a synagogue building, or they were meeting somewhere else under the author-
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ity of the synagogue. Note that there was no “Christianity” in existence at this time, and
there was no Christian group being organized and meeting either. This would not have been
permitted by Rome. The Jews had permission, as an existing group, under Roman law to
meet in the synagogues. As a result, the first century believers continued to go to Synagogue,
including Gentile converts, as this was the only place the Scriptures were read and where
they would or could learn Torah (Acts 15:21)

* McGee claims the early believers were “Renting a synagogue.” This is an example of the
height of ignorance when one bases their understanding upon a theology, since it would have
been illegal for Jews to rent their buildings out to a new religion that was not sanctioned by
Rome. Jewish believers in Yeshua had full rights as Jews to continue going to normal syna-
gogue services on the Shabbat.

* McGee claimed “They met on Sunday ...” This has no basis in fact. Jewish believers in Ye-
shua continued meeting at synagogue (or the Temple) during Shabbat. A common practice
that is described in the Scriptures is havdallah where believers would meet in homes after
sundown on Saturday to continue discussions and praise from the Shabbat Services. This
provides us with a good explanation why Paul was “preaching until midnight” in Acts 20:7.
The first day of the week for Jews (like Paul) began at Sundown at the end of the Sabbath on
Saturday, not on the “Sunday” as we know it today.

Make a note how far off ] Vernon McGee is in his assessment of only one verse. This is why it is so import-
ant to have a second critical look at Christian commentaries and understand the underlying theology that go
into their statements. Notice how far we have come from what was taking place in the first century and the
early body of believers according to the following Scriptures.

Matthew 5:18-19

5:18 ‘For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or
stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 5:19 ‘Whoever then annuls one of
the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in

the kingdom of heaven, but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. (NASB)

Acts 21:20

21:20 And when they heard it they began glorifying God, and they said to him, ‘You see,
brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed, and they
are all zealous for the Law; (NASB)

Acts 22:3
22:3 ‘I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated under Gama-

liel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, being zealous for God just as you all are
today. (NASB)

Note that the common interpretation today is that “until all is accomplished” is the work Christ performed
upon the cross. This is not what Yeshua was teaching, that in a few short years this will all be different
after he goes to the cross, raises from the dead, and ascends into heaven. The facts are the people of God
continue to walk in God’s ways and were zealous for God’s Torah according to the NT Scriptures. What
we read here in the NT is something that speaks differently from what we see and hear being taught in the
modern theologies today. If we go in with guns blazing in regards to the way of God as was taught in the
first century, and how differently we are being taught from the pulpits today, there is much animosity and
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derision that comes because of the Torah speaks against the established theologies of today. This is the way
the psalmist describes those who surround him saying, *272] 23 :>n°03 X2 0710 7RN-7V 2157 2071 X2
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SANYIA AWK 7N AW 120920003 71 119:51 The arrogant utterly deride me, Yet I do not turn aside
from Your law. 119:52 I have remembered Your ordinances from of old, O Lord, And comfort myself. 119:53
Burning indignation has seized me because of the wicked, Who forsake Your law. 119:54 Your statutes are
my songs In the house of my pilgrimage. 119:55 O Lord, I remember Your name in the night, And keep Your
law. (NASB) The psalmist speaks of those who surround him and are arrogant, and deride him (express
contempt for; ridicule) because he follows in God’s ways. David says that he did not turn aside from His
Law and remembered the ordinances from of old and comforted himself in God’s commands. David claims
the statutes of God are the songs of his pilgrimage. This reckless abandon of God’s Law is a serious error

in the modern theologies today. The prophet Zephaniah speaks of this in his time when he wrote what he
did in Zephaniah 3:1-9.

Zephaniah 3:1-9

3:1 Woe to her who is rebellious and defiled, The tyrannical city! 3:2 She heeded no voice,
She accepted no instruction. She did not trust in the Lord, She did not draw near to her God.
3:3 Her princes within her are roaring lions, Her judges are wolves at evening; They leave
nothing for the morning. 3:4 Her prophets are reckless, treacherous men; Her priesits have
profaned the sanctuary. They have done violence to the law. 3:5 The Lord is righteous within
her; He will do no injustice. Every morning He brings His justice to light; He does not fail.
But the unjust knows no shame. 3:6 ‘I have cut off nations; Their corner towers are in ruins. [
have made their streets desolate, With no one passing by; Their cities are laid waste, Without
a man, without an inhabitant. 3:7 ‘I said, ‘Surely you will revere Me, Accept instruction.’ So
her dwelling will not be cut off According to all that I have appointed concerning her. But
they were eager to corrupt all their deeds. 3:8 ‘Therefore wait for Me,’ declares the Lord,
‘For the day when I rise up as a witness. Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, To assem-
ble kingdoms, To pour out on them My indignation, All My burning anger,; For all the earth
will be devoured By the fire of My zeal. 3:9 ‘For then I will give to the peoples purified lips,
That all of them may call on the name of the Lord, To serve Him shoulder to shoulder. (NASB)

Zephaniah speaks of those who would not accept instruction from the Lord, would not heed God’s voice,
and would not draw near to the Lord God of Israel. This follows through to those who are supposed to be
leaders of the people, they corrupt God’s ways, do violence, are reckless, and profane the sanctuary. It is
said the Lord however will do justice within His people by bringing upon them foreign nations to inflict pain
and judgment on those who corrupted all their ways. The Lord calls out to His people saying, 3:8 ‘There-
fore wait for Me,’ declares the Lord, ‘For the day when I rise up as a witness... The earth will be devoured
because of her sins, and the Lord will give to His people purified lips to call upon the name of the Lord and
walk in His ways. What we see today is a fraction of peoples who are coming out of the theologies that stand
against God’s Torah, to listen to the voice of God, to heed His instruction, and to walk in His ways. Itis in
these things the Lord is pleased, not because we try to earn merit before Him, but because of our love for

Him, our motivation is to serve Him, to listen to his voice, and seek His instruction for our lives.
The psalmist continues saying the following, AR M7 P20 11 2RI IR °2 *9-n00a IXT M
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2y 77 NITIN? DIPR 072-NiXn 20 DAY XY N7 ITW DOYYT 0230 RO FNIRR YT RInannd
SPTIPD WY IR WR-D27 IR 020 A0 AR WOWN 119:56 This has become mine, That I observe
Your precepts. 119:57 The Lord is my portion; I have promised to keep Your words. 119:58 I sought Your
favor with all my heart; Be gracious to me according to Your word. 119:59 I considered my ways And turned

my feet to Your testimonies. 119:60 I hastened and did not delay To keep Your commandments. 119:61 The
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cords of the wicked have encircled me, But I have not forgotten Your law. 119:62 At midnight I shall rise to
give thanks to You Because of Your righteous ordinances. 119:63 I am a companion of all those who fear
You, And of those who keep Your precepts. (NASB) There is a fellowship as brothers for those who walk

in God’s ways, keep his ordinances, and hold tight to his statutes. The Aramaic Targum states, N7 X7 11
DY DI XY 902 TP CNIY M1 170027 TWAY MNAR T 0PI T INI0I PTIPD 01X KRNIDTY 00
RO IPTIPD AR NP2OYNR X1 DT O 1IMTI0R V9300 200RY IR RAVIRG N°20WR V1 ST
TRTY 0137 DI TATR XMW DIPR XOOH NADD2 20 ONOWI NPWINR K2 TR OV WIONR ROVIWI NYD

STPTIPD VI M 12077 927 RIX RN A0 INPIR 119:56. This became merit for me, for I kept your
commandments. 119:57. My portion is the Lord, I have promised to keep your words. 119:58. I have prayed
in your presence with a whole heart; have pity on me according to your word. 119:59. I have thought to im-
prove my way, and I will turn my feet to your testimonies. 119:60. [ was eager, and did not delay to keep your
commandments. 119:61. The band of wicked men has gathered against me; I have not forgotten your Torah.
119:62. In the middle of the night I will rise to sing praise in your presence, for the sake of your righteous
judgments. 119:63. I am a companion to all who revere you, and to those who keep your commandments.
(EMC) What we have to understand is the Latin term for “merit”” was introduced as a synonym for the
Greek word for “reward” when studying the various translations of the bible. Therefore, merit and reward
are two sides of the same coin. When the rabbis speak of meriting something for keeping God’s Torah, this
is consistent with the blessings and the curses as detailed in Devarim / Deuteronomy 30-32. In Romans 11:6
Paul says, “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace would no longer be
grace.” Whenever Paul writes that works are not salvific, it is those works done outside of God’s mercy
(grace). When a man attempts to approach the Lord God outside of His mercy, he attempts to make the Lord
God owe him salvation. This is different from obeying God’s commands and meriting a blessing. This is
related to the covenant relationship we have in Him and in His Messiah Yeshua. Paul condemns obeying the
Torah for the purpose of meriting salvation. Paul also promotes the idea of obeying God’s Torah because we
are in the Messiah and made to be a holy and righteous people, we obey the commands because of our love
for the Lord. The command is holy, righteous, and good (Romans 7:12) and God’s people are called to live

by His Word.
David continues in his Psalm to say the following, 210 710 :°37%2 TR YINT 7% 1) 9790 70
Y] W I YN 07 TO CRIRNT RSN 2 T2 NYT) aYY 10 10 T M T7W-0Y DY
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Q) 207 119:64 The earth is full of Your lovingkindness, O Lord; Teach me Your statutes. 119:65 You
have dealt well with Your servant, O Lord, according to Your word. 119:66 Teach me good discernment and
knowledge, For I believe in Your commandments. 119:67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep
Your word. 119:68 You are good and do good, Teach me Your statutes. 119:69 The arrogant have forged a
lie against me; With all my heart I will observe Your precepts. 119:70 Their heart is covered with fat, But
1 delight in Your law. 119:71 It is good for me that I was afflicted, That I may learn Your statutes. 119:72
The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of gold and silver pieces. (NASB) David says that
before he was afflicted, he went astray. The example that he gives us is the lovingkindness (grace) of God
that teaches us His statutes, and how this is in contrast to the enemy who seeks to afflict through lies and
untruths. David believes that keeping the commandments of God will cause the Lord to teach him discern-
ment and knowledge which will cause him to observe the precepts. The heart is fat and desires its own way,
and the Torah is designed for us to humble our hearts and to submit our hearts to the will of our Father in

heaven. The verb for afflicted (7J¥X) is in reference to any difficult or painful circumstance. Our afflictions
come in many forms, shapes, and sizes, it can be as small as a headache, or as large as a major illness, the
loss of a job, public persecution, or rumors (lies) spread by our enemies (//9:69). David wrote in his psalm
saying, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all” (Tehillim /

Psalm 34:19). To go astray (A¥) means “to go astray, err, commit sin or error” and simply means to go
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our own way. Based upon this psalm, the purpose of affliction is to teach us things we would not otherwise
know. David is pointing out that until hard times come, our knowledge of God and his Word tends to be
rather theoretical. It is only when we are forced to apply God’s Word regardless of the circumstance that
our sufferings become our schoolmaster. This is a very hard reality for many Christians to face because this
is what the Torah teaches,where modern theologies direct people away from this truth. The central Torah
based truth is that it is not what happens to us that matters. It’s how we respond to what happens to us that
makes all the difference. The troubles that we go through are no mistake. The Torah reveals to us in a deep
and profound sense, that we do not fully understand until we persevere in our faith to live God’s Ways in the
midst of our troubles. Regardless of our circumstances we persevere for the glory of God. It is in this way
that our troubles are a gift from God, to draw us back to repentance, to humble our lives, and to live for His
glory by bearing His testimonies according to His word. Our troubles humble us, kill our pride, force us to
admit our weakness, and drive us to pursue the Lord God of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua.

The psalmist continues saying the following, T8 TV :7°01%7 707K °1°27 13100 Ny P 2w
"R I AT0D NI W OIPIY IPRK) TYRUR PIE-D NI OAYTY AV RPN 1377 02 MW PR
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WIAR X2 Wn% 02 0onn 020 DRIy PYTH] W) R 92D WY 119:73 Your hands made
me and fashioned me; Give me understanding, that I may learn Your commandments. 119:74 May those who
fear You see me and be glad, Because I wait for Your word. 119:75 I know, O Lord, that Your judgments are
righteous, And that in faithfulness You have afflicted me. 119:76 O may Your lovingkindness comfort me,
According to Your word to Your servant. 119:77 May Your compassion come to me that I may live, For Your
law is my delight. 119:78 May the arrogant be ashamed, for they subvert me with a lie; But I shall meditate
on Your precepts. 119:79 May those who fear You turn to me, Even those who know Your testimonies. 119:80
May my heart be blameless in Your statutes, So that I will not be ashamed. (NASB) David is requesting
the Lord to “/earn” His commands. This brings the perspective the only way to “learn” is to practically
apply God’s Word to live. The only way we learn is by hands on practice. The Aramaic Tagrum states the

following, TMAND? TIIR NI °N° PAT TO9AT TV S PTIPD A2°RY 11720 9N 1PNKY AN 17V TR MY
277299 7% T MInmIR 701 NI O W INDAD RDWIPAY T°1T PRIT AR T OV Y IPOMIN
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NP7AR KPT 9932 71 TNT°TA2 21 RDT 020 00 D IINTAD PYT TUNT CIOVIR? PN 0y LT 119:73.
Your hands made me and established me; give me insight and I will learn your commandments. 119:74.
Those who fear you will see me and be glad; for I have waited long for your word. 119:75. I know, O Lord,
for your judgments are righteous and you have afflicted me in truth. 119:76. Now let your kindness be for
my comfort, according to your word to your servant. 119:77. Let your mercies come to me and I will live;
for your Torah is my delight. 119:78. The arrogant will be ashamed, for they twisted a lie against me; I will
speak of your commandments. 119:79. Those who fear you will turn to my teaching, and those who know
your testimonies. 119:80. Let my heart be without blemish in your decrees, so that [ may not be ashamed.
(EMC) The idea being put forward here is, keep believing, don’t quit, and don’t give up. Let the God of
Israel do his work in you. The greatest tragedy is to miss what the Lord wants to teach us through our trou-
bles. May the Lord God bring us to the place where we can say what David has said, “If was good for me
to be afflicted that I might learn your decrees.” Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank You Lord for Your mercy and the great work that you are doing in our lives. We believe You are
able to overcome all things, from saving us from our enemies, to the deliverance from sin, and even to work
in our hearts to deeply, truly, and honestly seek you all the days of our lives. We recognize the weaknesses
in our strength and resolve to serve You and to do what is expected, to be humble and to pray and to remain
in Your word. Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have the desire to seek You
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in prayer and in Your Word, to have faith in Yeshua Your Messiah, and to love our neighbor each day. We
thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith,
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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