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The Torah begins and ends with Grace

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 101:1-8, the Psalm opens saying, “23-707 71212 177 X
STRIR M 9% AWR veY A Psalm of David 101:1 | will sing of lovingkindness and justice, To You, O
Lord, I will sing praises. (NASB) David speaks of singing of the grace (7917) of God. He continues saying,
2¥272-727 1Y N7 | PWR-RD 3 002 2R3 °227-003 700K 9N Xian oy o0 1773 [ 793R 2
2 P27 XY NRIY 0°WR-Twy 101:2 1 will give heed to the blameless way. When will You come to me? |
will walk within my house in the integrity of my heart. 101:3 | will set no worthless thing before my eyes; I
hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not fasten its grip on me. (NASB) When he says that he will set

no worthless thing before his eyes, what do you think he was referring to? Idols or prostitutes? In ancient
times, what did David consider worthless things that would go before his eyes? He seems to define what he
meant saying, D73°¥-723 NR¥X NI MY | N2 PIUR] w7 TN XY v om0y Wpy 237 T

192X X7 iR 227 2773 101:4 A perverse heart shall depart from me; | will know no evil. 101:5 Whoever
secretly slanders his neighbor, him I will destroy; No one who has a haughty look and an arrogant heart will
I endure. (NASB) He speaks of the perverse heart, it seems clear what he is speaking of. Mishley / Provers
11:20 states, 11:20 The perverse in heart are an abomination to the LORD, But the blameless in their walk
are His delight. (NASB) 1t is interesting how the deceitfulness of the heart in the sense of the perverse heart,
what we look at, men make light of giving short weight or measure to the heart. The heart is a secret place
and hidden from the sight of men, however the thoughts of the heart appear to be capable of violating the

Torah of God, and so becoming an abomination to the Lord. David continues saying, ¥ IR-"1812 | 'Y

SINTY RIT DA T772 790 7Y N2WY 101:6 My eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may
dwell with me; He who walks in a blameless way is the one who will minister to me. (NASB) Notice how the
Lord speaks of the one who is faithful will minister to Him. What does it mean to minister to the Lord God
of Israel? David concludes his psalm saying, 7317 132°-KX2 0% 127 7207 WY °n°2 2732 | 2u-8H 1
IR ORYD-22 -0V NOaR PIR-YWI-92 NORYR 00p2% 1oy 101:7 He who practices deceit shall
not dwell within my house; He who speaks falsehood shall not maintain his position before me. 101:8 Every
morning | will destroy all the wicked of the land, So as to cut off from the city of the Lord all those who do
iniquity. (NASB) The point is to walk in righteousness, justice, and truth all the days of our lives. Practicing
deceit and falsehood does not demonstrate the fruits of our faith, and shows a lack thereof.
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Tehillim / Psalms 101

A Psalm of David 101:1 T will
sing of lovingkindness and jus-
tice, To You, O Lord, I will sing
praises. 101:2 I will give heed to
the blameless way. When will You
come to me? I will walk within my
house in the integrity of my heart.
101:3 I will set no worthless thing
before my eyes; I hate the work of
those who fall away; It shall not
fasten its grip on me. 101:4 A per-
verse heart shall depart from me; |
will know no evil. 101:5 Whoev-
er secretly slanders his neighbor,
him I will destroy; No one who
has a haughty look and an arro-
gant heart will I endure. 101:6 My
eyes shall be upon the faithful of
the land, that they may dwell with
me; He who walks in a blameless
way is the one who will minister
to me. 101:7 He who practices
deceit shall not dwell within my
house; He who speaks falsehood
shall not maintain his position be-
fore me. 101:8 Every morning I
will destroy all the wicked of the
land, So as to cut off from the city
of the Lord all those who do inig-
uity. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 101

101:1 Composed by David, a psalm.
Whether you show mercy to me or treat
me with justice, for both of them I will
sing praise; in your presence, O Lord,
I will make music. 101:2 God said, “I
will make you wise in the perfect way;
when will you come unto me?” David
said, “I will walk in the perfection of
my heart within my house of instruc-
tion.” 101:3 T will not set upon my
heart the word of the wicked man, the
ones who do evil; and those who wan-
der from the commandments I hate,
they will not follow me. 101:4 Let the
twisted heart pass from me; I shall not
know the evil impulse. 101:5 He who
relates slander against his fellow — him
will I overturn; and he who walks with
haughty eyes will be stricken with lep-
rosy; with him I will never dwell. 101:6
My eyes are on the honest of the land,
to dwell in the precincts of the righ-
teous; he who walks perfect on the way
— he shall stand among my ministers.
101:7 He who acts guilefully will not
dwell in the midst of my sanctuary; he
who speaks lies has no right to stand
before my eyes. 101:8 In the age to
come, which is likened to the light of
morning, I will overturn all the wicked
of the earth, to destroy from Jerusalem,
the city of the Lord, all those who work
deceit. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 101

A Psalm of David. 101:1 T will
sing to thee, O Lord, of mer-
cy and judgment; I will sing a
psalm, 101:2 and I will be wise in
a blameless way. When wilt thou
come to me? I walked in the inno-
cence of my heart, in the midst of
my house. 101:3 I have not set be-
fore mine eyes any unlawful ting;
I have hated transgressors. 101:4
A perverse heart has not cleaved
to me; I have not known an evil
man, forasmuch as he turns away
from me. 101:5 Him that privily
speaks against his neighbour, him
have I driven from me: he that is
proud in look and insatiable in
heart, —with him I have not eaten.
101:6 Mine eyes shall be upon the
faithful of the land, that they may
dwell with me: he that walked in a
perfect way, the same ministered
tome. 101:7 The proud doer dwelt
not in the midst of my house; the
unjust speaker prospered not in
my sight. 101:8 Early did I slay
all the sinners of the land, that I
might destroy out of the city of the
Lord all that work iniquity. (LXX)
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In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 101:1-8, the Psalm opens saying, W3Wn1-707 19210 1177 X
STRIR T 97 77°WR A Psalm of David 101:1 1 will sing of lovingkindness and justice, To You, O Lord,
I will sing praises. (NASB) From antiquity, David speaks of singing of the grace (7977) of God. Modern
theologies today take the position that the God of the Tanach (Old Testament) has undergone a sort of trans-
formation through time in regard to differing modes of behavior. Dispensationalism, a religious interpretive
theology for the Bible considers Biblical history as divided deliberately by God into defined periods or ages
to each of which the Lord has allotted distinctive administrative principles. According to dispensationalist
interpretation, each age of the plan of God is therefore administered in a certain way, and humanity is held
responsible as a steward during each particular time frame he finds himself living in. This mode of thought
is another consequence of the thousands of years of anti-Torah theology, and the theologians attempts to
balance the biblical view of Israel in relation to the church. The basic premise of the Church is that the Law
has passed with the birth of the Church at Pentacost (the festival of Shavuot, feast of weeks). The major
conclusion is the Lord God of Israel does not function in the same manner as He has done throughout history
following the event of Pentacost. As a result, the NT descriptions of God are described as “full of grace™ in
opposition to the God of the OT as being “mean, vengeful, requiring works for salvation, etc.” However,
when we study Torah, it becomes clear the grace of God has been demonstrated beginning with the Torah.
For example, when Moshe received the Torah on the mountain of Sinai, the Scriptures state:

Shemot / Exodus 34:6
34:6 Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord God, com-
passionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness (grace) and truth;

(NASB, :NR¥] 797-271 229K T8 193] 217 2% 719 | A% X790 19-2y | Aim 72y )

Here at a pivotal point in the Torah, the Lord describes himself in terms of mercy and grace. It is for this rea-
son the psalmist also describes the Lord God as merciful and gracious according to Tehillim / Psalms 103:8,
“The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.”” In addition, Tehillim
/ Psalms 19:1-8 speaks of the Torah of God as being restorative to the soul, 19:1 The heavens are telling of
the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 19:2 Day to day pours forth speech,
And night to night reveals knowledge. 19:3 There is no speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not heard.
19:4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the end of the world. In them He
has placed a tent for the sun, 19:5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber; It rejoices as a
strong man to run his course. 19:6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its circuit to the other end
of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat. 19:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul;
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 19:8 The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. (NASB) The psalmist is alluding to
Shemot / Exodus 34:6, and knows his listeners will recognize the Scriptures from the Torah. Considering
the Scriptural descriptions of the grace of God in the Tanach, it is interesting to take note how the English

translations of the Tanach tend to always translate the word 7917 as “lovingkindness™ as opposed to ““grace.”

Whereas, in the Apostolic Writings, 7917 is always translated as ““grace” and never translated as “lovingk-
indness” according to the Hebrew translation. The writings of Paul to the Ephesians illustrates this point.

The Hebrew translation of the Greek text always translates “grace” using the word 797].

Ephesians 1:1-14
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1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are at Ephesus
and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 1:4 just as He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before
Him. In love 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, ac-
cording to the kind intention of His will, 1:6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 1:8 which He lavished on
us. In all wisdom and insight 1:9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to
His kind intention which He purposed in Him 1:10 with a view to an administration suitable
to the fullness of the times, that is the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heav-
ens and things on the earth. In Him 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 1:12
to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.
1:13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 1:14 who is
given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession,
to the praise of His glory. (NASB)

This is a significant observation which connects the grace of God to the Messiah, and having a thorough
understanding of the MT connects the grace of God to the Torah and all of the Tanach. This illustrates again
how theology permeates everything we believe. Our presuppositions, the theologies we have been taught
from youth up inexplicably enter into our understanding of God’s word and how the Word of God applies to
our lives. By this example of the English translation on grace, we are able to observe how theology enters
into the translation of the Scriptures, and therefore we must not only know our bibles, but also to use mul-
tiple translations in order to recognize these things. Look at the degree of variation between the different

English translations of the Hebrew text. This provides us with a sense on the meaning of the word 7977 and
how the translation of ““grace” is not a matter of question according to the Tanach.

Translations of Shemot / Exodus 34:6
New International Version
And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate
and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,
New Living Translation

The LORD passed in front of Moses, calling out, ““Yahweh! The LORD! The God of compas-
sion and mercy! | am slow to anger and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness.

4 Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry
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English Standard Version
The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,

New American Standard Bible
Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, com-
passionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;

King James Bible
And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful
and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,

Holman Christian Standard Bible
Then the LORD passed in front of him and proclaimed: Yahweh--Yahweh is a compassionate
and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful love and truth,

International Standard Version
The LORD passed in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassion-
ate and gracious, slow to anger, and filled with gracious love and truth.

We know the MT does not show any textual variation on 797 in the Torah references (Shemot / Exodus
34:6), however, there is a large degree of variation in the English translations. How might this have hap-

pened? The variations on the translation state that God’s chesed (797) is His abounding love, unfailing love,
steadfast love, His lovingkindness, His abundant goodness, and His gracious love. The English translations
do not explicitly state that this is the grace of God, but provides descriptions of what God’s grace means for
His people. The grace of God is apparent throughout the Tanach. While the grace of God is apparent in the
MT, one cannot escape the warnings of a future time of recompense and judgment which appear throughout
the Apostolic Writings and not just in the Old Testament. The New Testament therefore is not exclusively
a book of mercy and grace as some would suggest, but warns the children of God of the coming judgment
and wrath of God. This judgment will come as a result of wrong doing, and the tragic result of modern
theologies, the average Christian does not expect to find grace in the Torah and Judgment and wrath in the
New Testament. In the words of Yeshua, there are more references to the fires of eternal punishment than
in any part of the Scriptures. The Lord God of Israel is described throughout the Scriptures as the creator
God who is unchanging and how there will come a day when everyone will bow in obedience to Him. Each
individual is responsible to God for his or her actions and Paul states that each person will give an account
before the judgment seat (Romans 14:10).

Modern theologies conclude that the mainstay of Judaism is legalism and is coupled with a misrepre-
sentation of the Torah as preaching a *““save yourself by your own good works gospel.” This is nothing less
than a continuing contribution to the antisemitism and distorted view of the Jewish faith during the first
century period. By having a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures and a working knowledge of the rabbin-
ic literature, the Judaism in the first century period was not a salvation by works faith. Most of the Jewish
teachers and rabbis of the time belonged to the sect of the Pharisees, the sect that led to rabbinic Judaism in
the following centuries, taught of God’s goodness and willingness to accept all sinners who were willing to
repent and turn from their evil ways. E.P. Sanders in his book titled “Paul and Palestinian Judaism” wrote
saying:

The theme of mercy - whether put in terms of God’s mercy in electing Israel, God’s mercy
in accepting repentant sinners (repentance does not earn a reward, but is responded to by
God in mercy), or God’s ‘rewarding’ the righteous because of his mercy - serves to assure
that election and ultimately salvation cannot be earned, but depend on God’s grace. One can

Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry 5



never be righteous enough to be worthy in God’s sight of the ultimate gifts, which depend
only on his mercy.

The Message of divine compassion is strong in the minds of the Jewish religious teachers from the time of
the New Testament, just as we find in the later writings of the rabbis according to Metzudat David on psalm
100:5.

Metzudat David on psalm 100:5
NNV NIRRT . ANINAR 1 1"2 707 12 R 2P TV 0pNNT 02T X174 700 . 1700 R
D M7 9 M9 7Y NP

Forever His grace. God’s grace is something that exists forever and yes kindness B”O : faith
Believed in its promise exists for all possible ages.

The abbreviation 1'"2 (P12 ,N11¥P 12, b’vav k’tzavot) means ““the six directions [right, left, front, up, down,
back],” and Kabbalistically it means ““in the six extremities; indicating chesed, gevurah, tiferet, netzach,
hod, and yesod.” Drawing together all the Jewish concepts of grace as it is connected to this physical world
and as being the very foundation (sod) of who God of Israel is at His core. The grace of God is a prominent
feature in Jewish theology just as Ben Sira emphasized saying the following:

Sirach 2:10-12

2:10 Think back to the ancient generations and consider this: has the Lord ever disappoint-
ed anyone who put his hope in him? Has the Lord ever abandoned anyone who held him in
constant reverence? Has the Lord ever ignored anyone who prayed to him? 2:11 The Lord is
kind and merciful; he forgives our sins and keeps us safe in time of trouble. 2:12 But those
who lose their nerve are doomed—all those sinners who try to have it both ways! (GNT)

Ben Sira emphasizes divine mercy and God’s willingness to forgive our sins. The rabbis of the first century
and their successors pushed this message of grace, similar to Yeshua and Paul who further wrote of the grace
of God to the gentile churches emphasizing the joy of knowing the God of Israel and His ways. Repentance
was a central theme as we read in the Apostolic Writings, similar to what we read Ben Sira saying in his
book that the Lord God is ready to receive repentant sinners and even gives them a position of preference
when they have devoted their hearts to repentance and to turn from their sins.
This is why the psalmist (David) writes as he does saying, 230K *28 Xian °nn 07%A 7772 | 717°5WR 2
22 PAT) X2 NNJY DOUO-7wY P¥772-727 1Y THY | MWR-X? 3 002 2723 °227-0032 101:2 | will give
heed to the blameless way. When will You come to me? | will walk within my house in the integrity of my
heart. 101:3 I will set no worthless thing before my eyes; I hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not
fasten its grip on me. (NASB) When he says that he will set no worthless thing before his eyes, what do you
think he was referring to? Idols or prostitutes? In ancient times, what did David consider worthless things
that would go before his eyes? What about pornography? What about movies that contain both pornograph-
ic materials and foul language? Is it possible for a believer to walk with integrity in heart before God while
participating in these things all under the auspices of ““we are under grace now?”” David seems to define
what he meant saying, N°2¥X INIX 17¥7 | 002 [Paon] whon 0 v X9 v o3pn 00 Uey 227 7
1203 X2 iR 225 2773 0°°Y-723 101:4 A perverse heart shall depart from me; | will know no evil. 101:5
Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, him 1 will destroy; No one who has a haughty look and an arrogant
heart will I endure. (NASB) He speaks of the perverse heart, it seems clear what he is speaking of. Mishley
/ Provers 11:20 states, 11:20 The perverse in heart are an abomination to the LORD, But the blameless in
their walk are His delight. (NASB) It is interesting how the deceitfulness of the heart in the sense of the
perverse heart, what we look at, men make light of giving short weight or measure to the heart. The heart is
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a secret place and hidden from the sight of men, however the thoughts of the heart appear to be capable of
violating the Torah of God, and so becoming an abomination to the Lord. This is coupled with our actions,
the things that we do which are motivated by the thoughts of our hearts.

The concept here is that the Lord is powerful to work in our hearts, which lead to the way we live our
lives. The salvation of God is coupled to both saving us from our enemies, saving our souls, and empow-
ering us to live for Him. The rabbis speak of the power of the arm of God and His salvation being made
known in the following way according to Midrash Rabbah Shemot Parashat 3 Part 6.

Midrash Rabbah Shemot Parashat 3, Part 6

6. And God said to Moses. R. Abba b. Mammel said: God said to Moses: ‘You wish to know
My name; | am called according to My deeds. Sometimes | am called ““El Shadday”, “Tz-
veo’ot”, “Elohim™, “YHVH”. When | judge the creations | am called “Elohim™ [Judge].
When | am waging war against the wicked | am called “Tzveo’ot” [Lord of Hosts]. When
| suspend [punishment] for a man’s sins | am called “El Shadday” (Almighty God). When
| am merciful towards My world, | am called “YHVH,”” for “YHVH”* only refers to the at-
tribute of mercy, as it is said: “The Lord, the Lord (YHVH, YHVH), God, merciful and gra-
cious.” Hence, ““ehyeh asher ehyeh” [I am that | am, or | will be that I will be] - | am called
according to My deeds.R. Yitzhak said: God said to Moses: “ Tell them, that | am who was,
that I am now, and that I will be in the future.” For this reason the word ““eheyeh” is written
three times. Another explanation of ““ehyeh asher ehyeh”: R. Jacob b. R. Abina in the name
of R. Huna of Tzippori: God said to Moses: Tell them, in this servitude I will be with them,
and in the continuing servitude 1 will be with them!’Moses said to God: ‘I should tell them
this? An evil is sufficient in its time [I should just mention the present servitude and not its
continuation]?” God replied: ‘No: Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: “Ehyeh has
sent me to you.” I am [only] revealing this to you, but not to them.’Another interpretation:
“Ehyeh.”” R. Yitzhak said in the name of R. Ammi: They are standing in clay and bricks and
they will go on to [another servitude of] clay and bricks. So too in the case of Daniel: “And
| Daniel fainted and was sick’ (Daniel 8:27).Moses said to God: ’I should tell them this?’
God replied: ‘No, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: “Ehyeh has sent me to you.
”’R. Yohanan said: | am that | am to individuals, but regarding the multitude I will rule over
them even against their will and desires, even though they break their teeth, as it is said: ““As
| live, says the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm, and with
fury poured out, will I be King over you™ (Ezekiel 20:33). Another interpretation: R. Ananiel
b. R. Sasson said: God said: When | desire, one of the angels who is one third of the world,
stretches out his hand from heaven and touches the earth, as it says: “And the form of a hand
was sent forth, and | was taken by a lock of my head™ (ibid. 8:3). And when | desire three of
them, | made them sitting beneath a tree, as it is said: “And recline under the tree”” (Genesis
18:4). And when | desire, His glory fills the entire world, as it is said: “’Do | not fill heaven
and earth?’ says the Lord (Jeremiah 23:24). And when | wished, | spoke with Job from the
whirlwind, as it is said: “Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind”” (Job 38:1). And
when | wish, [l speak] from a thorn-bush.

The rabbis state that the Lord God is known according to His deeds. Are we not also known by how we live
our lives? What we do does matter in the eyes of God. The midrash goes on to describe how the Lord is
known which is connected to His Name and His actions:

1. When 1 judge the creations | am called “Elohim™ plural in which the Torah
describes as Judge according to the Torah in the context of men (See Shemot

/ Exodus 22:8-9, M7¥ X?-OX D°7287-78 N%27-7V2 27p1) 2337 Ry»Y ¥2-OK T
0¥ ARRw-LY -2y 2inng-2Y -5y YW-127-22-2Y 1 Y0 NIRYH2 T
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D98 1YW R DI°IW-127 K22 2T9RT TV AT RIT-7D IR W 77AR-72
2nY7? 003w 0%Y0) Notice how we are told that if a thief is not caught, the

owner of the house is to appear before God (Elohim, 2°77%) and this is within
the context of going before men to receive judgment. Note also how Moshe

describes a judge in the Torah, he calls them gods (Elohim, °72R)..

2. When | am waging war against the wicked | am called *““Tzveo’ot”” [Lord of
Hosts].

3. When 1 suspend [punishment] for a man’s sins | am called “El Shadday”
(Almighty God).

4. When | am merciful towards My world, | am called “YHVH,”” for “YHVH”
only refers to the attribute of mercy, as it is said: “The Lord, the Lord (YHVH,
YHVH), God, merciful and gracious.”

Note that the word Elohim is used of both man and God in the sense of being a judge of righteousness, jus-
tice, and truth. The word tzevo’ot means the ““Lord of Hosts” in the sense that He is a God who makes war
and 1s fully capable of overcoming the enemy. He is called El Shaddai because He is the all sufficient One.
And finally His name YHVH is connected to His mercy and grace. Notice how there is a sort of progressive
revelation of God’s Name found in the Torah that leads up to the grace (mercy) of God. The rabbis discuss
the meaning of the Lord being made known by His deeds in these ways. They also say that He will be made
known by the way that He serves His people. How does the Lord serve His people? The interpretation is,
“I am that | am to individuals, but regarding the multitude I will rule over them even against their will and
desires, even though they break their teeth, as it is said: “As I live, says the Lord God, surely with a mighty
hand and with an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out, will | be King over you™ (Ezekiel 20:33).”
Does this suggest that He will force His will upon His people? The antinomians believe the Torah command
was something that is evil and was forced upon the people of God, people had to earn their salvation before
the coming of the Messiah Yeshua. This interpretation come by reason of the modern theology on grace in
the New Testament. Another interpretation that is consistent with the rabbinic tradition and the New Testa-
ment is that the rabbis are suggesting that the Lord is working in the lives of His people, where the Apostolic
Writings interpretation on this is the Lord transforming us from the inside out according to Paul. The Lord
has made us new and empowered us to overcome sin. He has transformed our understanding and created in
us a desire to draw near and to live our lives in a manner that is pleasing to Him. The Torah becomes Sim-
chat Torah (the Joy of Torah), in the life of a believer who has been transformed from the inside out for the
glory of God. So consequentially, for such a person, the Lord may say ““I will rule over them even against
their will and desires,”” which were formerly rooted in the flesh, and even as believers who are transformed
we must daily to walk in the spirit and turn from the fleshly desires.

David continues saying, >IN X377 20 7172 797 210V NAWT YINR-10832 [ 0¥ 1101:6 My eyes
shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me; He who walks in a blameless way is the
one who will minister to me. (NASB) Notice how the Lord speaks of the one who is faithful will minister to
Him. What does it mean to minister to the Lord God of Israel? The rabbinic commentary speaks of minis-
tering to the Lord in the following way.

Daat Zekanim on Shemot / Exodus 28:1

"9 137199, ““to minister unto Me.”” Whenever the word 7 is used in such a context it means that
the instruction is of permanent validity. Compare Numbers 8:7 2Xw> 5122 7122 95 5% ),
““for every firstborn among the Israelites is Mine;” compare also Leviticus 25:55 >332 57 >3
0°72v SR, “for the Children of Israel are My slaves.” Compare further Leviticus 25:23
7O O9 0, “for the earth is Mine.”
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Akeidat Yitzchak 53:52

We see from all this, that far from precipitating or even participating in the sin, Aaron had
used his best efforts to teach the people a lesson of faith in the Lord. This is why, at a later
stage, G’d was able to say to Moses “You shall cause your brother Aaron to come close to
Me, to be My priest” (Exodus 28:1)

Daat Zekanim looks at the Hebrew text and says that this phrase *? 137707 means ““to minister unto me”
literally ““to be a cohen (priest) unto me” and that this is a permanent instruction. Note David’s words are
alluding to the average man, whereas in Shemot / Exodus 28:1 is in reference to the Levites who will serve

in the Temple before the Lord. Faithfulness and to be Tamim (2°720) blameless are in the context of the
one who will minister unto the Lord, as referring to those who are in the Land of Israel. Is David referring
to the priesthood or to the average man? This may also be applied to the average person, who according to
Shemot / Exodus 19:5-6 has been chosen as a special people, and made to be a nation of kings and priests.

Shemot / Exodus 19:5-6

19:5 *Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be
My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 19:6 and you shall be to
Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the
sons of Israel.” (NASB, 17230 *7 00 >N°12-NX OR7AY 9P Wl ¥yinw-ox ny) 1
270 W 0TI 72K WITR V1N 27352 NI "o-1n DANY 1 1PT-23 7902 DMYI-99n
2R "12-7K)

Akeidat Yitzchak 53:52 states that this text shown in Shemot / Exodus 28:1, J1IX-N& 7°9% 2727 7AX) X
TN 32 TR0°K] MYIN RITN 273 1198 2-13727 DX 70 232 IR X 132-NK) TN 28:1 “Then bring
near to yourself Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the sons of Israel, to minister as
priest to Me Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons. (NASB) is meant to teach the
people a lesson of faith in the Lord. We are called to live our lives as the people of faith that we say we are
in Yeshua the Messiah.

David concludes his psalm saying, 17 Y 7337 712°-KX2 22RW 127 7207 AWy °n°2 2722 | 2u-X? 7
IN OQYE-92 170V D207 TIR-YWN-92 R 02p22 101:7 He who practices deceit shall not dwell
within my house; He who speaks falsehood shall not maintain his position before me. 101:8 Every morning
I will destroy all the wicked of the land, So as to cut off from the city of the Lord all those who do iniquity.
(NASB) The point is to walk in righteousness, justice, and truth all the days of our lives. Practicing deceit
and falsehood does not demonstrate the fruits of our faith, and shows a lack thercof. Sforno comments on
the manna that fell to feed the people in the wilderness, saying the following:

Sforno on Shemot / Exodus 16:28

Qv 37 IRXO, from their camp to the area where during the week the manna had been falling.
These people thought that they would find some manna, possibly outside the usual parameter.
This was a demonstration of lack of faith in the word of G’d.

The people chose to not listen and obey, they thought they could collect manna on the Shabbat what Sforno
calls “outside he usual parameter,” and this demonstrated a lack of faith. The purpose of the manna in the
wilderness according to the Torah was for remembering the hand of the Lord in our lives, and to produce
faith in the people at that time.
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Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:11-19

8:11 *Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments
and His ordinances and His statutes which I am commanding you today; 8:12 otherwise,
when you have eaten and are satisfied, and have built good houses and lived in them, 8:13
and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and gold multiply, and all that
you have multiplies, 8:14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord
your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 8:15 ‘He
led you through the great and terrible wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and
thirsty ground where there was no water; He brought water for you out of the rock of flint.
8:16 ‘“In the wilderness He fed you manna which your fathers did not know, that He might
humble you and that He might test you, to do good for you in the end. 8:17 “‘Otherwise, you
may say in your heart, ‘My power and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.” 8:18
‘But you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make
wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.
8:19 ‘It shall come about if you ever forget the Lord your God and go after other gods and
serve them and worship them, | testify against you today that you will surely perish. speak
of the manna, bread from heaven, how the Lord God provided this to test the people, and the

TINY) TR0 2 :DAYN 7320 2020 2021 DYIW) PIRA-19 20 oI A8 2208 WK 1R
IRRIAT IR TIN-NR AW 1227 0 T AR A9-WK 991 777277 201 921 12

WK TIRDYY 2RV AT | W03 RIT) 73T [ 72722 9T 0 1072 1IN DD TIND
17 DI PWT-XD WK V2T92 1 TINRT TV 1URIAT MR D0 T7 XO¥WT DTN
[T 2MI-NR 0% TRY 0T 0¥V N3 92272 DORRY T AD0R2 70007 A001 1R ANty
YIPI-WK INN2-NR DR Wwa? 2 Niwy? 03 77 1023 X 02 0N Ain-ny pan m
;773 012 PNaKRY)

Considering these Scriptures, the purpose of the Manna was for humbling the people, and so they would
know that it was the Lord God of Israel that caused their prosperity and not by their own hand. Belief that
their wealth was made by their own hand would be a lack of faith. When we consider these things, it is
interesting how Matthew records Yeshua teaching his disciples the manner in which to pray.

Matthew 6:7-15

6:7 ‘And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for
they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 6:8 “‘So do not be like them; for
your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 6:9 “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our
Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 6:10 “Your kingdom come. Your will be
done, On earth as it is in heaven. 6:11 ‘Give us this day our daily bread. 6:12 “‘And forgive
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 6:13 ‘And do not lead us into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.]’ 6:14 ‘For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. 6:15 ‘But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your
transgressions. (NASB)

Within the prayer that Yeshua describes as a template for praying, note in Matthew 6:11 he says “Give us
this day our daily bread.” This is a significant part of the prayer when taken from a Torah context, if the
daily bread was a reference to the manna the Lord God of Israel sends from heaven. In the past I have al-
ways thought this reference to the bread was calling upon the Lord to supply our food needs. However, this
may have been Yeshua’s way of directing us to maintain out faithfulness, to seek our Father to increase our
faith, and to be humble before the Lord on a daily basis. This is a powerful context in light of this request
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that is followed by our forgiving others and to deliver us from evil, and the power of the kingdom of God in
our lives as His children. The psalmist states, 7337 712°-X? 0% 127 7207 WY °0°2 2722 | awh-X5 1
IR OPYD-22 -1V N7 TIR-YWI-22 NONER 00p2% 11001y 101:7 He who practices deceit shall
not dwell within my house; He who speaks falsehood shall not maintain his position before me. 101:8 Every
morning | will destroy all the wicked of the land, So as to cut off from the city of the Lord all those who do
iniquity. (NASB) This is a clear warning and exhortation for us to seek the righteousness, justice, and truth
of God all the days of our lives.

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 101 has 4 parts. Reading through the Mid-
rash we will be looking at Part 1, 2, 3, and 4. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 101, Parts
1,2,3,and 4.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 101, Part 1, 2, 3, and 4

Part 1

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n77 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “A Psalm of
David. | will sing of mercy and judgment; unto You, O Lord, will I sing praises (Tehillim / Psalms
101:1).”

e The Xn°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Elsewhere, this is what
Scripture says, But the Lord of hosts is exalted through judgment, and God the Holy One is sanctified
through righteousness (Isaiah 5:16) that is, when there is judgment, then the Lord of hosts is exalted
through judgment, and when there is righteousness, then God the Holy One is sanctified through
righteousness.”

« The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis say that the
Lord is sanctified in mercy and exalted in judgment.

« The Ywn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 7 (mashal), David says that
whether the Lord shows him mercy or judgment, he will praise the Lord.

* The Concluding phrase says, “Then | called upon the name of the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 116:3-4)
and I will lift up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 116:13)
imply that either way, | call unto You, O Lord.”

Part 2

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n»7 12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “Upon the
meaning of I will give heed unto the way of integrity, He that walks in a way of integrity he will min-
ister unto Me (Tehillim / Psalms 102:2, 6)”

e The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Rabbi Judah and Rabbi
Nehemiah differed.”

« The Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNr°ND (Petihta), the rabbis ask the ques-
tion from which tribe should the Cohen be chosen?

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal going through each tribe until the tribe of Levi.

* The Concluding phrase says, “According to Rabbi Nehemiah, some maintain that it was rabbi Hama
speaking in the name of rabbi Simeon son of Lekish, the words Mine eyes are upon the faithful of the
land, that they may dwell with Me imply that the Holy One blessed be He, said, Whoever ministers
to Me in this world, will also minister to Me in the world to come.”
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Part 3

Part 4

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°101:7 112°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, ““He that works
deceit will not dwell within My house (Tehillim / Psalms 101:7).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Rabbi Joshua son of Levi
said, A man should be humble in his own house, and all the more so in the house of the Holy One
blessed be He.”

The Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNi°N9 (Petihta), the rabbis connect being
humble should occur both in one’s own house and in the Holy Temple.

The Ywn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 9w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal describing those who are not humble before the Lord or at home.

The Concluding phrase says, “A hypocrite cannot come before Him (Job 13:16); the company of
slanderers, as is said, Whoso slanders his neighbor in secret, him (oto) | cannot abide (Tehillim /
Psalms 101:5) read not oto, him, but itto, with him; and the company of liars, as it is written He that
tells lies will not tarry in My sight.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°11n%77 7127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “On mornings’
account, will I destroy all the wicked of the land (Tehillim / Psalms 101:8).”

The XN°N5 (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “According to Rabbi Johan-
an, God said, Because of the two mornings upon which the children of Israel brought freewill offer-
ings for the work of the Tabernacle, as is said, They brought yet unto him freewill offerings on one
morning and on the next morning (Shemot / Exodus 36:3)...”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss the
merit of bringing a free will offering before the Lord.

The Ywn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 9w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal describing what the Lord will do as a result of the people bringing the free will
offering.

The Concluding phrase says, “Rabbi Aibu said in the name of Rabbi Meir, The oxen are designated
for the punishment of the wicked in the world to come, as is said, With the oxen will I destroy all the
wicked of the land.”

Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10177 212°7) saying, ““A Psalm of David.
I will sing of mercy and judgment; unto You, O Lord, will I sing praises (Tehillim / Psalms 101:1).”” The
homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Elsewhere, this is what Scripture says, But the Lord of hosts is
exalted through judgment, and God the Holy One is sanctified through righteousness (Isaiah 5:16) that is,
when there is judgment, then the Lord of hosts is exalted through judgment, and when there is righteousness,
then God the Holy One is sanctified through righteousness.”” Here the rabbis draw upon the prophet Isaiah
to say the Lord is exalted through judgment and sanctified through righteousness.

12

Isaiah 5:16
5:16 But the LORD of hosts will be exalted in judgment, And the holy God will show Himself

holy in righteousness. (NASB,:7R7%2 W1 W70 2RI 0OWH2 NIRIY 77 7237 1)

Isaiah 33:5
33:5 The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high; He has filled Zion with justice and righ-

teousness. (NASB,:7TRT7¥1 IR 11°X K9 0377 19W °2 737 23w 1)
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The entire midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 1

1. A Psalm of David. | will sing of mercy and judgment; unto
You, O Lord, will I sing praises (Tehillim / Psalms 101:1). Else-
where, this is what Scripture says, But the Lord of hosts is exalted
through judgment, and God the Holy One is sanctified through
righteousness (Isaiah 5:16) that is, when there is judgment, then
the Lord of hosts is exalted through judgment, and when there
is righteousness, then God the Holy One is sanctified through
righteousness. Rabbi Huna said in the name of Rabbi Akha that
David spoke thus to the Holy One, blessed be He, Whether You
deal with me in mercy, | will sing, or whether You deal with me
in judgment, I will sing. Either way, Unto You O Lord, will I sing
praises. Rabbi Judah son of Palya taught, When Job said, The
Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name
of the Lord (Job 1:21), he meant that when God gave, He alone
gave; but when God took away, He together with His court of
judgment took away. Blessed was He, when He gave; and blessed
was He, when He took away. Either way, Blessed be the name of
the Lord. Hence, I will sing of mercy and judgment; unto You O
Lord, will I sing praises. Rabbi Berechiah taught in the name of
Rabbi Levi, But You O Lord, are Most High for evermore (Tehillim
/ Psalms 92:9) that is, Your hand, O God, is always uppermost.
In the Mishnah we learned, For good tidings one says, Blessed
are You who are good and does good. For bad tidings one says,
Blessed are You the true Judge. Rabbi Tankhum son of Yudan
taught, In the verse In God, I will praise His word, In the Lord, |
will praise His word (Tehillim / Psalms 56:11), the first part of the
verse implies that when God comes upon me with judgment, as
when it is said Whom God will condemn (Shemot / Exodus 22:8),
I will nevertheless praise His word. The second part of the verse
implies that the lord comes to me with mercy, as when it is said
The Lord, the Lord, God, merciful and gracious (Shemot / Exodus
34:6), | will praise His word. Either way, | will praise His word.
The Rabbis said, The verse | found trouble and sorrow. Then |
called upon the name of the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 116:3-4) and
I will lift up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the
Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 116:13) imply that either way, | call unto
You, O Lord.

Isaiah opens with a vision of the sinfulness of Judah, and ends with a promise of redemption to those
who would perform Teshuvah (Repentance). Note how the Midrash states the Lord is exalted in judgment.
The reason this is so, the Lord God of Israel is working in the lives of His people to draw them back to
Himself, and when the people come to their senses and turn from their evil ways, they repent and the Lord
is glorified. Isaiah 2 opens with the kingdom of God and Israel at its center. Isaiah 2 seems to speak of a
messianic kingdom in the sense that the Torah of God is being sent throughout all the world, and the nations
are streaming to Jerusalem to inquire of the Lord and of His people. Isaiah describes the glorious kingdom
of God which is founded upon righteousness offering hope for the people of the world. His vision describes
these things in the context of the mountain of the house of the Lord being established as the highest of the
mountains. The Mountain of the Lord carries with it the symbolism of a kingdom and of power (Jeremiah
51:25) in the sense that the coming kingdom of the Lord would be greater than all other kingdoms. In the
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context of the Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5, and Luke 17:21, this carries a high significance.

Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5

How do we press the witnesses in a capital case? We bring them in [to the court’s chambers]
and press them: “Perhaps what you say [isn’t eyewitness testimony] is but your own assess-
ment, or from rumors, or your witnessing an actual witness testify, or your reporting what a
trustworthy said. Or perhaps you were unaware that by the end we’d interrogate you, with
examination and inquiry. Know that capital cases are not like monetary ones. In monetary
cases, [a false witness] can return the money and achieve atonement. But in capital cases,
the blood of [the victim [and all his future offspring hang upon you until the end of time. For
thus we find in regard to Cain, who killed his brother, “The bloods of your brother scream
out!”” (Genesis 4:10) - the verse does not say blood of your brother, but bloods of your broth-
er, because it was his blood and also the blood of his future offspring [screaming out]! [An-
other explanation of the verse: for his blood was splattered over the trees and rocks [there
was more than one pool of blood]. [The judges’ speech continues] ““It was for this reason that
man was first created as one person [Adam], to teach you that anyone who destroys a life is
considered by Scripture to have destroyed an entire world; and anyone who saves a life is as
if he saved an entire world.” And also, to promote peace among the creations, that no man
would say to his friend, “My ancestors are greater than yours.” And also, so that heretics
will not say, ““there are many rulers up in Heaven.”” And also, to express the grandeur of The
Holy One [blessed be He]: For a man strikes many coins from the same die, and all the coins
are alike. But the King, the King of Kings, The Holy One [blessed be He] strikes every man
from the die of the First Man, and yet no man is quite like his friend. Therefore, every person
must say, “For my sake the world was created.”” [The judges’ speech continues:] “Maybe
you [the witnesses] will now say, “What do we need this, and all this anxiety for [let’s not
come forward even with true testimony]!” But Scripture has already spoken: “If he be a
witness - having seen or known - if he does not express it, he shall bear his sin.”” (Lev. 5:1)
Maybe you will now say, “What do we need this, to be responsible for another man’s death?’
But Scripture has already spoken: ““When the wicked are destroyed there is rejoicing.” (Prov.
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Luke 17:20-21

17:20 Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come,
Jesus replied, “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 17:21
nor will people say, "Here it is,” or "There it is,” because the kingdom of God is within you.”
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(NASB)

The rabbis say, according to the Mishnah, that in the case of the murder of Able, the blood of Abel cried
out unto the Lord, but not just the blood of Abel, the blood of all his future offspring also cried out unto the

Lord. This is based upon the interpretation of the words 71X 727 using the plural construct form for blood
in reference to his brother. The rabbis go on in their interpretation saying that the blood was splattered on
the trees and rocks, there were spots (pools) of blood everywhere, not just one pool of blood but many, and
this is interpreted as, “It was for this reason that man was first created as one person [Adam], to teach you
that anyone who destroys a life is considered by Scripture to have destroyed an entire world; and anyone
who saves a life is as if he saved an entire world.”” The Mishnah describes one man as an entire world of
peoples, based upon Bereshit / Genesis 4:10. The interesting thing is that one of the great commentators
(Rambam) states that not only will Mashiach bring peace to the world, and he will also build God’s Temple.
As we had seen earlier, most of the anti-missionary questions about Mashiach when He comes will facilitate
peace in the entire world, work in the hearts of men to bring back the exiles, restore the religious courts of
justice, end wickedness, end sin, and end heresy. The Mashiach will reward the righteous, rebuild the Tem-
ple (Jeremiah 33:18), and establish a central world government for both the Jew and gentile (Isaiah 2:2-4,
11:10, 42:1). Note the NT parallels, our body being the Temple of God (1 Corinthians 6:19-20), and the
Lord Mashiach making peace in our hearts by His entering into our hearts, bringing peace to our world. He
establishes his government over our lives for both the Jew and Gentile. He establishes His presence in our
midst, in our hearts, and we are the ones who must allow him to do so on an individual level. Based upon
the Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5 Yeshua did all of these things exactly as Judaism teaches.

The mountain of the Lord having preeminence and power over all the other kingdoms, it is important
to note that in our lives, we rule over our thoughts and actions, and bow down and submit our lives, our
kingdoms, unto the kingdom of our God and of His Messiah Yeshua. Isaiah pictures the nations of the earth
flowing to his glorious kingdom. Why are they going there? Isaiah 2:3, states ““Many peoples shall come,
and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”” The people make their way to the mountain because
they have the desire to be taught by God and walk in his paths. This was a contrast to the physical nation
who was rebelling against God, or to our lives and our sinful bodies which also have a tendency to rebel
against the Lord God of Israel. Isaiah’s vision speaks of all peoples desiring to participate in the glorious
kingdom when it arrives. What is interesting is according to the rabbinic literature, and Yeshua’s words in
the Apostolic Writings (see Luke 17:21), access to the kingdom is made available to all peoples, where the
very kingdom of God is being established in the hearts of men, for both Jew and Gentile. As Isaiah says
(2:4) the people will submit their lives to His rule and by the standard of righteousness will all matters be
judged. The standard in this kingdom will be the message of peace and reconciliation (Ephesians 2:17) and
of the mercy of the Lord God of Israel. The midrash states “In the Mishnah we learned, For good tidings
one says, Blessed are You who are good and does good. For bad tidings one says, Blessed are You the true
Judge.” How important do you feel it is to have the right motivations and pure intentions before the Lord?
True followers of the Messiah desire to hear the word of the Lord, to be taught in the ways of the Lord, and
desire to walk in the Lord’s paths. They long to enjoy the scriptures and also invite others to learn. The
Messiah’s people do not have the attitude that they *““don’t have to read the Bible.” According to Isaiah,
spending time in the scriptures and serving God is what they want to do. Rather than having a desire for the
word of the Lord and conforming to God’s teachings, the people today have put their trust in:

* Worldliness (2:6)

* Their wealth (2:7)

* Horses and chariots (2:7)

* And are filled with idolatry (2:8)

The world is not going to bring us happiness. We will not find peace trusting in our wealth. This nation’s
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army wont bring security and well being, and there are so many things today that have literally become an
idol that is worshiped in society, our culture, and people today. Today there are many things that take away
our pursuit, our attention, and our desire from passionately pursuing the Lord.

Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 1 concludes saying, “The Lord, the Lord, God, merciful and gracious (She-
mot / Exodus 34:6), | will praise His word. Either way, | will praise His word. The Rabbis said, The verse
| found trouble and sorrow. Then I called upon the name of the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 116:3-4) and | will
lift up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 116:13) imply that either
way, | call unto You, O Lord.” The application of the Midrash is that we are to praise the Lord no matter the
circumstance, and we are to be aware of the Lord working in our lives, that He is exalted in judgment and
sanctified (made holy) in righteousness.

Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°170%:7 712°7) saying, “Upon the mean-
ing of I will give heed unto the way of integrity, He that walks in a way of integrity he will minister unto Me
(Tehillim / Psalms 102:2, 6)”” What does it mean to walk in integrity? Radak states the following:

Radak on Tehillim / Psalms 15:2 Part 1

He that walketh perfectly : - If 2°n (perfect) is an adjective, his meaning is, One who walks
in a perfect way, as, ““He that walketh in a perfect way, he shall minister unto me”” (ibid.

101:6) ; while if it is a noun, (it is used) as (in the passage) “if in truth and perfectness (-N2
0°n)” (Judges 9:16). He means: He who walks in perfectness (integrity), as, “But as for me

I will walk in mine integrity (°»n2)” (Ps. 26:11). But in either case the meaning is the same.
The perfect is he who occupies himself in the affairs of this world in the way of perfectness
(integrity), who does not engage his deepest purpose in (the prosecution of) worldly schemes.

According to Radak, walking in integrity is synonymous to walking perfectly (0°0) before the Lord. It is
related to the way one walks before the Lord, that one does not allow the way of the world to effect the man-
ner in which he lives which has a direct impact on a relationship with the Lord God of Israel. In a similar
way, the commentary Sefer HaChinukh Mitzvah 611:1 states the following:

Sefer HaChinukh Mitzvah 611:1

Itis a Mitzvah to walk and resemble the ways of the Holy Blessed one - as we are commanded
to perform all actions in a manner of goodness and integrity with all our strength. To turn
aside all our words that are between us and beside us, it is a way of kindness and compas-
sion, when we found out from our Torah that this is the way of God, and this is God’s desire
for God’s creations, so that you merit God’s goodness, because his desire is kindness as it is
written (Deuteronomy 28:9): walk in God’s ways, and God added to this in another place, as
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A biblical example of this may be found in Joseph’s life. Joseph’s commitment to sexual integrity made
him resist the temptation to violate the marriage of his Egyptian boss. His integrity landed him in jail, but
the long term results were beyond measure because the Lord was watching (see Bereshit / Genesis 39-48)

The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Rabbi Judah and Rabbi Nehemiah differed.” The

entire midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 2

2. Upon the meaning of | will give heed unto the way of integrity, He that
walks in a way of integrity he will minister unto Me (Tehillim / Psalms
102:2, 6), Rabbi Judah and Rabbi Nehemiah differed. According to Rab-
bi Judah, when the Holy One blessed be He, said to Moshe, Appoint A
High Priest for Me, Moshe asked God, From what tribe should | appoint
him? Should I appoint him out of the tribe of Reuben? God replied,
No! 1 will set no base thing before My eyes (Tehillim / Psalms 101:3).
For Reuben had done a base thing, as is said, Reuben went and lay with
Bilhah his father’s concubine (Bereshit / Genesis 35:22). When Moshe
asked God, Should I appoint a High Priest for You out of the tribe of Sim-
eon? God replied, No! I hate the work of them that turn aside (Tehillim
/ Psalms 101:3). | hate the tribe of Simeon because of the act of turning
aside when Zimri, the son of Salu, was guilty of at Shittim. Therefore, It
will not cleave unto Me (Tehillim / Psalms 101:3). When Moshe asked
God, Should I appoint a High Priest for You out of the tribe of Dan? God
answered, No! A perverse heart will depart from Me (Tehillim / Psalms
101:4). For it is said, And the children of Dan set up for themselves a
graven image (Judges 18:30), and they served the graven image because
their hearts were not wholly given to their creator, but were perverse.
And they offended the Holy One blessed be He, in that they served the
graven image which, accompanying the people of Israel, passed over
the Red Sea, affliction in the words, and over the sea affliction did pass
(Zechariah 10:11) refers to Micah’s graven image, which Moshe has in
mind when he said, Lest there should be among you man, or woman,
or family, or tribe, whose heart turns away this day from the Lord our
God (Devarim / Deuteronomy 29:17). When Moshe asked God, will |
appoint a High Priest for You out of the tribe of Joseph? God answered,
No! Whoso slanders his neighbor in secret, him will I destroy (Tehillim
/ Psalms 101:5). For Joseph slandered his brothers, as is said, Joseph
brought evil report of them unto their father (Bereshit / Genesis 37:2).
When Moshe asked God, Should | appoint a High Priest for You out of
the Tribe of Judah? God answered, No! Whoso is haughty of eye and
proud of heart, him will I not suffer (Tehillim / Psalms 101:5). For of
Judah, it is said, When Judah saw her, he thought her to be a harlot
(Bereshit / Genesis 38:15). Moshe then asked God, should | appoint a
High Priest out of the tribe of Levi? And God answered, Yes. My eyes
are upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with Me (Tehillim /
Psalms 101:6). For what you are, so is your tribe, and of you it is said,
My servant Moshe is trusted in all My house (Bamidbar / Numbers 12:7).
According to Rabbi Nehemiah, some maintain that it was rabbi Hama
speaking in the name of rabbi Simeon son of Lekish, the words Mine eyes
are upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with Me imply that
the Holy One blessed be He, said, Whoever ministers to Me in this world,
will also minister to Me in the world to come.
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The rabbis discuss the reasons for the Lord’s choice of the tribe of Levi for the priesthood. Reuben slept
with his fathers concubine, he was disqualified. The tribe of Simeon was disqualified because he turned
aside when Zimri was guilty at Shittim. The tribe of Dan was disqualified because he was perverse of heart
setting up a graven image. The tribes from Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) were disqualified because Jo-
seph brought an evil report of his brothers to his father. Judah was disqualified because of having a haughty
eye (pride). The tribe of Levi was chosen saying this people are faithful in the land desiring to dwell with
the Lord God of Israel. Jacob’s twelve sons (in order of birth) were Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan,
Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph and Benjamin, with the exception of Joseph, whose two
sons Manasseh and Ephraim, who were adopted by Jacob. (see Bereshit / Genesis 48) Those tribes that were
missing from the list in the midrash, are Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin. Why do
you think the Midrash neglects to mention these tribes? Note the tribes of Naphtali, Gad, and Asher were
the sons of the concubine wives which may explain why they were not mentioned. Benjamin was also not
mentioned, and this may be by reason of the sons of Belial. (read Judges 19:22, 20:13) Since the midrash
speaks of those who live by faith, this is an indication as the reason why they were not mentioned.

Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 2 concludes saying, “For what you are, so is your tribe, and of you it is said,
My servant Moshe is trusted in all My house (Bamidbar / Numbers 12:7). According to Rabbi Nehemiah,
some maintain that it was rabbi Hama speaking in the name of rabbi Simeon son of Lekish, the words Mine
eyes are upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with Me imply that the Holy One blessed be He,
said, Whoever ministers to Me in this world, will also minister to Me in the world to come.” So the idea is
that the tribe of Levi ministered unto the Lord God of Israel in this world and were chosen to be His servants
in the temple service. The midrash illustrates a very important concept, that we should devote our lives to
living and serving the Lord, and the reason being we will be given service to the Lord God in the world to
come. This sounds a lot like what Yeshua taught in Luke 16:10 ““He who is faithful in a very little thing is
faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much.”” (NASB)
We are called to be faithful, and the Lord allows us to make the choice to live for Him. The context is that
we are to be faithful in all we do because we do not know what reward the Lord will have for us in the world
to come. In addition, our motivation should not be for the reward, but because of our love for the Lord and
the mercy of God and by reason of His great love for us.

Midrash tehillim 101, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (°1n5 712°7) saying, ““He that works
deceit will not dwell within My house (Tehillim / Psalms 101:7).”” The homiletic introduction to the midrash
states, “Rabbi Joshua son of Levi said, A man should be humble in his own house, and all the more so in the
house of the Holy One blessed be He.”” The entire midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 3

3. He that works deceit will not dwell within My house
(Tehillim / Psalms 101:7). Rabbi Joshua son of Levi said,
A man should be humble in his own house, and all the more
so in the house of the Holy One blessed be He. He that tells
lies will not tarry in My sight. There are four companies of
men who will not behold the presence of God, the company
of scorners, for it is written, He will not sit in the seat of
the scornful (Tehillim / Psalms 1:1); the company of hypo-
crites; as it is written, A hypocrite cannot come before Him
(Job 13:16); the company of slanderers, as is said, Whoso
slanders his neighbor in secret, him (oto) | cannot abide
(Tehillim / Psalms 101:5) read not oto, him, but itto, with
him; and the company of liars, as it is written He that tells
lies will not tarry in My sight.

What does it mean to work deceit? Deceit is a noun meaning ““the act or practice of deceiving; con-
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cealment or distortion of the truth for the purpose of misleading.”” Many people profess to serve the Lord
God faithfully, however, are we really doing what we know we should, or are we just deceiving others and
maybe even ourselves? Are we giving of ourselves, our bodies as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1-3), or our
hearts and minds to the Lord, something we know God wants, or is it just a pretense? (Jeremiah 7:4-11; 3:10
, Tehillim / Psalms 78:35-37, Galatians 2:14, Acts 5:1-9) Note what the prophet Malachi states concerning
deceit and the sacrifices of the Lord:

Malachi 1:6-14

1:6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if | am a father, where is My
honor? And if I am a master, where is My respect?’ says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests
who despise My name. But you say, ‘How have we despised Your name?’ 1:7 “You are pre-
senting defiled food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ In that you say,
‘The table of the Lord is to be despised.” 1:8 ‘But when you present the blind for sacrifice,
is it not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is it not evil? Why not offer it to your
governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you kindly?’ says the Lord
of hosts. 1:9 “‘But now will you not entreat God’s favor, that He may be gracious to us? With
such an offering on your part, will He receive any of you kindly?’ says the Lord of hosts. 1:10
‘Oh that there were one among you who would shut the gates, that you might not uselessly
kindle fire on My altar! | am not pleased with you,” says the Lord of hosts, ‘nor will I accept
an offering from you. 1:11 ‘For from the rising of the sun even to its setting, My name will be
great among the nations, and in every place incense is going to be offered to My name, and
a grain offering that is pure; for My name will be great among the nations,’ says the Lord of
hosts. 1:12 ‘But you are profaning it, in that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is defiled, and
as for its fruit, its food is to be despised.” 1:13 “You also say, ‘My, how tiresome it is!” And
you disdainfully sniff at it,” says the Lord of hosts, ‘and you bring what was taken by robbery
and what is lame or sick; so you bring the offering! Should I receive that from your hand?’
says the Lord. 1:14 ‘But cursed be the swindler who has a male in his flock and vows it, but
sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord, for | am a great King,” says the Lord of hosts, ‘and
My name is feared among the nations.” (NASB)

Malachi states when one pretends to offer a sacrifice to the Lord God of Israel but refuses to give what He
knows God wants, he is a deceiver and accursed of God. What Malachi is describing is a form of hypocri-
sy, putting on a show for others, or disregarding the importance of the command in the sense of offering a
blemished sacrifice taking both the Scriptures and the Sacrifices with disregard. The Apostle Paul wrote that
those who depart from the truth speak lies (1 Timothy 4:2) and equating this distortion, concealment, work-
ing of deceit as a form of lying. Peter wrote in his epistle saying, 1 Peter 2:1 Therefore, putting aside all
malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. (NASB) All of these things are equated, guile
(deceit), hypocrisy, and evil speaking. Peter tells us to put these things aside as being members of the body
of the Messiah. Here hypocrisy is associated with deceit where hypocrisy is deceit because the hypocrite
puts on a false front and he pretends to be better than he truly is. Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 3 states, “He
that tells lies will not tarry in My sight. There are four companies of men who will not behold the presence
of God, the company of scorners, for it is written, He will not sit in the seat of the scornful (Tehillim / Psalms
1:1); the company of hypocrites; as it is written, A hypocrite cannot come before Him (Job 13:16); the com-
pany of slanderers, as is said, Whoso slanders his neighbor in secret, him (oto) I cannot abide (Tehillim /
Psalms 101:5) read not oto, him, but itto, with him; and the company of liars, as it is written He that tells
lies will not tarry in My sight.”” The one who lies is not welcome in the presence of God. Lying is a difficult
thing to overcome if it is something one has done on a regular basis for years. By the power of God howev-
er, it is possible to overcome and to be overcomer’s. Peter says 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure
milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 2:3 if you have tasted the kindness of the
Lord. (NASB) The method to overcome is by studying God’s Word and hiding God’s Word in our hearts. Do
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you have the motivation to seek the Lord, to study His word, and honestly desire to see change in your life?

Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 4 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10%77 212°7) saying, “On mornings’
account, will I destroy all the wicked of the land (Tehillim / Psalms 101:8).”” The homiletic introduction
to the midrash states, “According to Rabbi Johanan, God said, Because of the two mornings upon which
the children of Israel brought freewill offerings for the work of the Tabernacle, as is said, They brought yet
unto him freewill offerings on one morning and on the next morning (Shemot / Exodus 36:3)...”” The entire

midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 4

4. On mornings’ account, will | destroy all the wicked of the land
(Tehillim / Psalms 101:8). According to Rabbi Johanan, God said,
Because of the two mornings upon which the children of Israel
brought freewill offerings for the work of the Tabernacle, as is said,
They brought yet unto him freewill offerings on one morning and
on the next morning (Shemot / Exodus 36:3), and because of the
merit thus gained, | will destroy all the wicked of the land. And it
came to pass on the day that Moshe had made an end of setting
up the Tabernacle, that the princes of Israel brought their offering
before the Lord, six covered wagons, and twelve oxen, and they
presented them before the Tabernacle. And the Lord spoke unto
Moshe, saying, Take, it is of them, in order that the wagons may
serve for carrying the Tent of Meeting; and you will give them unto
the Levites (Bamidbar / Numbers 7:1-5). The Holy One blessed be
He, said to Moshe, Go forth, will reckon the offering to your credit
as though I needed something to carry My world. And what is it
that carries My world? It is the Tabernacle. Now, when the princ-
es brought covered wagons and the oxen, the Holy One blessed be
He, said to Moshe, Take, it is of them, for Moshe had asked, Can
some prophet have decreed that the princes bring these things?
Or can the princes have brought them of their own free will? The
Holy One blessed be He, replied, Take, it is of them, in order that
the wagons may serve for carrying the Tent of Meeting (Bamidbar
/ Numbers 7:5). How long did the oxen remain alive? Rabi Hani-
na said in the name of Bar Kappara, and Rabbi Yudan said in the
name of Rabbi Samuel son of Nahmani, Until the children of Israel
came to Gilgal, for it is said, in Gilgal they sacrificed the bullocks
(Hosea 12:12). Until Nob became a city of priests, Rabbi Abba
son of Kahana said. Until the time of Gibeon, Rabbi Abbahu said.
Until the Temple was built and Solomon offered them as a sacrifice,
Rabbi Hama son of Hanina said. Rabbi Levi taught, Was what
Rabbi Hama son of Hanina’s proof? The verse, And king Solomon
offered a sacrifice of the oxen (2 Chronicles 7:5), Note that it is not
written, a sacrifice of oxen, but a sacrifice of the oxen, that is, a
sacrifice of the oxen that the princes brought for carrying the Tab-
ernacle. Rabbi Aibu said in the name of Rabbi Meir, The oxen are
designated for the punishment of the wicked in the world to come,
as is said, With the oxen will | destroy all the wicked of the land.

The rabbis open with the concept of the free will offerings in relation to Tehillim / Psalms 101:8 which
states ““On mornings’ account, will I destroy all the wicked of the land.” Rashi on Vayikra / Leviticus 1:17
states that ““the term soul (nefesh) is not used for any of the sacrifices other than the mincha, for who was
most likely to volunteer a mincha? A poor person. Thus God says, whomever offers to me a mincha | will
treat as if they have offered to me their soul (nefesh).”” This is a very significant observation regarding the
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Torah text in connection to the wicked in the land and the Lord saying that He will destroy the wicked from
the land for the mornings’ account. This is said to have earned the people merit before the Lord God for the
purpose of destroying the wicked from the land. This is an important observation because it demonstrates
the correct motivation of the heart, we live humble lives (as the poor) and offering ourselves, our nefesh, our

souls, unto the Lord God of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua. On account of our tamim (2°0) pure inten-
tions, the Lord will bring justice and root out wickedness from amongst His people. The Midrash continues
saying that when the Tabernacle was completed, the leaders offered wagons and oxen for the Tabernacle for
the purpose of carrying the Tabernacle. The Midrash states “The Holy One blessed be He, said to Moshe,
Go forth, will reckon the offering to your credit as though | needed something to carry My world. And what
Is it that carries My world?”” This is significant because the Midrash has the Lord calling the Tabernacle His
world. In the Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5, the rabbis comment upon the death of Abel and Cain’s actions as it
is related to future generations and its effect upon the world.

Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5

For thus we find in regard to Cain, who killed his brother, “The bloods of your brother
scream out!”” (Genesis 4:10) - the verse does not say blood of your brother, but bloods of
your brother, because it was his blood and also the blood of his future offspring [screaming
out]! [Another explanation of the verse: for his blood was splattered over the trees and rocks
[there was more than one pool of blood]. [The judges’ speech continues] ““It was for this rea-
son that man was first created as one person [Adam], to teach you that anyone who destroys
a life is considered by Scripture to have destroyed an entire world; and anyone who saves a
life is as if he saved an entire world.”” And also, to promote peace among the creations, that
no man would say to his friend, ““My ancestors are greater than yours.”” And also, so that her-
etics will not say, ““there are many rulers up in Heaven.” And also, to express the grandeur
of The Holy One [blessed be He]

Note how the Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 4 calls the Tabernacle of God an entire world, a place in which
there is peace and fellowship with me and with God and the Mishnah states that each individual is also con-
sidered an entire world. We mentioned earlier that one of the great commentators (Rambam) states that not
only will Mashiach bring peace to the world, he will also build God’s Temple. Note the connections here to
the Tabernacle, each individual man, and the will of God for His people to be Lord of our lives instructing
us in His ways of righteousness, justice, and truth. Note also that most of the anti-missionary claims about
Mashiach when He comes will facilitate peace in the entire world, work in the hearts of men to bring back
the exiles, restore the religious courts of justice, end wickedness, end sin, and end heresy. The Mashiach
will reward the righteous, rebuild the Temple (Jeremiah 33:18), and establish a central world government
for both the Jew and gentile (Isaiah 2:2-4, 11:10, 42:1). In a similar fashion, Yeshua the Messiah also
believed and taught the same, saying ““the kingdom of God is within you™ (Luke 17:21). It is not difficult
to understand how the Apostolic Writings come up with the interpretations that we find regarding Yeshua.
With the correct context, it is easy to see He is the Messiah sent of God according to the Tanach, the Apos-
tolic Writings, and the Rabbinic literature.

The Midrash continues with the interpretation on this verse from Tehillim / Psalms 101:8 speaking of
the oxen and how long they remained alive to carry the Tabernacle and provide various places that these
oxen may have been slaughtered. Midrash Tehillim 101, Part 4 concludes saying, “Rabbi Aibu said in the
name of Rabbi Meir, The oxen are designated for the punishment of the wicked in the world to come, as is
said, With the oxen will I destroy all the wicked of the land.”” The point of the Midrash may be related to the
merit of the sacrifice before the Lord God and the observation of having the correct motivation of the heart,
we live humble lives (as the poor) and offering ourselves, our nefesh, our souls, unto the Lord God of Israel

and His Messiah Yeshua. The tamim (2Q°N) pure intentions of our heats is related to the manner in which
the Lord God of Israel works in our lives by the power of His Spirit and through faith in His Son Yeshua
the Messiah. The Lord will bring justice and root out wickedness from amongst His people, and this begins
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with each one of us on the individual basis, based upon the interpretation that we are His world, our bodies
function as a holy Tabernacle unto the Lord God in heaven. With these things in mind, what kind of people
should we be, and how significant should we strive for the righteousness of God in our lives? Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

You are Awesome! We thank You for revealing to us Your plan to live in our midst, to enter into our
world and to be Lord of our lives. You have provided such a wonderful salvation and most importantly, we
praise You for Your power working in our lives to transform us into the likeness of Your Son Yeshua the
Messiah. Please have mercy upon us for we are a sinful people. We truly seek to serve You all the days of
our lives. Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have faith in Yeshua, a devotion to
Your Word, and to love our neighbor each day. We thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your
promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives.
We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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