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Affliction, Need, Justice, Righteousness, Wrath, an Mercy

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 86:1-17, the Psalm opens saying, 1)77° 793 7177 7290 X
2IX 712N °1Y-°3 °13y F3IN A prayer of David. 86:1 Incline Your ear, O Lord, and answer me; For | am
afflicted and needy. (NASB) The Psalmist calls upon the Lord based upon his affliction and need. Does this
work in the same way today? The Psalmist continues describing who he is, Y177 °IX 7°077-°2 W91 7720 2
W91 TS TIX °D TTW WHI MW 7 :0P3-23 KPR TN I BT 3 19N 1viag aoy ans 772w
SPRIP-22% 797-27) 1907 230 IR AR-2 7 NWN 86:2 Preserve my soul, for | am a godly man; O You
my God, save Your servant who trusts in You. 86:3 Be gracious to me, O Lord, For to You I cry all day long.
86:4 Make glad the soul of Your servant, For to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 86:5 For You, Lord, are good,
and ready to forgive, And abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You. (NASB) The Psalmist again
pleads for the Lord to hear his prayer, 8% °N7% 212 1 :°ni110R 2ip2 72°WR3) *n9oR M0 AR )
172271 17X 397 MOV NI WY WK [ 229322 0 PRYRD PRYIIR [ 270K 7I0-PR - 101y 03
17727 29N PR NIRDD1 WYY AR 2173-00 0 10w 86:6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; And give heed
to the voice of my supplications! 86:7 In the day of my trouble I shall call upon You, For You will answer me.
86:8 There is no one like You among the gods, O Lord, Nor are there any works like Yours. 86:9 All nations
whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord, And they shall glorify Your name. 86:10
For You are great and do wondrous deeds; You alone are God. (NASB) Because of who God is, the Psalmist
asks the Lord to teach him His ways, | J7IR  2° :92W 1877 *227 71 997282 7238 7277 772 10 &
[IANA PIRWN WO NYXM "V 2973 AT00-"3 2 0PI InW 1T2IK1 °227-2232 10K °I7X 86:11 Teach me
Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name. 86:12 | will give thanks to
You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, And will glorify Your name forever. 86:13 For Your lovingkindness
toward me is great, And You have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. (NASB) The Psalm concludes
saying, T DIN1-2K "JIR ANKY 10 1077 Y K71 W91 WRa DMy NTYL 7Y mp 0071 | oY T
2107 DX BRY-TWY T A0RN-1R7 AWM AT297 HY-TI0 CW UK M9 T0 inpK) 790271 0O TN
2IRAN1 IR MY TRR-"D W2 ORIW IR 86:14 O God, arrogant men have risen up against me, And a
band of violent men have sought my life, And they have not set You before them. 86:15 But You, O Lord, are
a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth. 86:16 Turn to me,
and be gracious to me; Oh grant Your strength to Your servant, And save the son of Your handmaid. 86:17
Show me a sign for good, That those who hate me may see it and be ashamed, Because You, O Lord, have
helped me and comforted me. (NASB)
nsmay Hebrew

© 27D 297N 5%

Aramaic Greek

12 PAB P2 AR

SRIN EAMMVIKOG

YAAMOI 86

1Y TR T T NI A2 X
WHI MY 2 IR IR C1Y-0D
T8 AR F72Y YW O T00-73
T2 3T 1T A TN Ivian
7Y U  mAw T 109092 RPN

NN W91 OJTN TN 02

TTIR I ODER T YT RMYPY X
INRIX NDWM XMV 21N N W T
P79 IR XT°07 21K W1 01 2
PoIONn RIR OT O ONOR DR JT2Y
AT QR M VY O A T
RWD1 IR T IRAY 92 DR AP
MPIR WO T MY 2R 7T

Rl

86:1 mpocevyn ™ Aovid KAivov
KOPLE TO OVC GOV Kol EmAKOVGOV
LoV OTL TTwYOG Kol TEVNG il ym
86:2 pvAacov TV yuynv pov 8Tt
6610¢ it 6OGOV TOV S0DAOV GOV
0 0e6¢ pov tov émilovia éml o€
86:3 EAénooV e KOple OTL TPOC 6
KekpaZopot OANV TV HuéEpav

Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry




"27) 1791 20 IR PR 1
T APINT ) PNP-227 700
PO 2ipR NPWRT nPon
M NN o2 NP N aPR T
“YR3 PR OITX | 277832 7i02-7N
Wi WY WR | D032 0Ty
SRW? 17221 21TR TI97 NORY
AR NIRDDI WYY AR 2i73-0 0
7277 MO X0 9727 DO
XYY 237 T AIRN2 170X
"9 TR OITR | AR 20 Y
-3 ¥ 107y IRY 772981 7237
2IRYn w91 Mx) 7Y 2173 7790
7Y MR O | TR T AR
MY X2 WHI W2 XY DTN
DIT-OR TN TARY W DTNY
:TRRY TR0-27) 20ER TN 1)
TIAW? TY-MID WINPT0
WY-TPY T ANNR-1R7 YU
-2 W) ORIW IR 72107 NI

PIRRAI IATTY 7Y AN

X789 20 7 X AR 2R 7
0N TPRTNRY PATNTY P
YT TRTR 7RRnT oY 1w
“nn 9pY APy nvY I XK
T2 PR CNPYT RAP2 T I
PR A NY [OOD oW DR 1K
ok By A e R 1720 vah in TR DN u)
XN72Y 97 XAy 9D v 772w
=N TN TR AT 170 PN
DX X217 21X 0 AW PR
RIPR RWT DR JWOID 7YY RA9K
M OR XY TTINPaR T2
T WP TRANR TR T
TR OTIR 2 7AW YRTOn? v22°
AW PRI 2227 992 57398 M0 10
=991 Y 27 720 21X P 1DYvD
RIPR 70 IRDOYIR 21w W1 RN
W1 AN 1°OPN 9V PR PN
NRY W 9RR TN R R
PN RIM NIRRT
T DIWRY NIV TAVNAT 230N AT
T 27 0OV OIM MY IBNR
72V 10 DINNR 729 P19 JTavo
TRPw POYOT T2 Ravh DR Ny
TINDNY RWTPN N°22 R1IIR N° 02
01X ORID 1AM SNIWUAR X°YIN
DR 21X TN PN 9 ’Npaw

INNMY PINYI0 T

86:4 ebepavov TV yuynv Ttod
d0vAov Gov BTl TPOG Gé KLPIE TpaL
v yuynqv pov 86:5 6t ov kuple
YPNOTOG KO EMEIKTG KO TOAVELEOG
TACL TO1g &mKaAOVUEVOLS o 86:6
EVATIONL KVPLE TNV TPOCEVYNV LOV
Kol TPOOYES TN PV TG OENCEDG
pov 86:7 &v Nuépa OMyemg pov
Ekékpato mpog o€ OTL €l0NKOVGAG
pov 86:8 ovk EoTv OpOOG GOl
€v Beoig KOple kol ovk EoTv
Kot T0 Epya cov 86:9 mhvia T
g€0vn Ooa €émoinoag fEovow kai
TPOCKVVIGOUGLY  EVOTOV GOV
KOple kal do&acovoty 10 Ovoud
cov 86:10 811 péyac € ob kai
oV Bawpdcto oL &l 0 00g HOVOg
0 péyag 86:11 0dMyNcov pe Kople
] 00® cov Kol TopevCOUOL €V TH
aAnOeiq cov gveEpavOTo 1 Kopdia
pov tod eoPeichot 10 dvoud cov
86:12 €Eoporoynoopoi cot Kovpie
0 0e6g pov &v OAn xapdig pov
Kol 00&acm 1O OVoud Gov &ig TOV
aidva 86:136t1 10 ELedg Gov péYa
€M €UE Kal EpPUO® TNV YUYV LOV
€€ qoov Katwtatov 86:14 0 Oedg
mapdvopol Emovéotnoay &m Eué
Kol ocuvoyyn Kpotodv Entnooyv
TNV YOYNV LoV Kol 00 Tpo£bevto oe
Evamov ant®dv 86:15 kol 60 kople
0 0gdc oiktipuov kol EAeU®V
poakpdbovpog Kol moAvédeog kol
aAn0wog 86:16 Emifreyov €n’ ue
Kol EAENGOV pe 380G TO KPATOG GOV
@ modi 6oV Kol 6MAGOV TOV VIOV
g Toudiokng cov 86:17 moincov
pet’ éuod onuelov €l ayabov
kol idétwoav ol poodvtég e
Kol aioyuvOntocav 6t 6V KVple
€Bontncdg ot Kol TopekdAEGas e

Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry




— Tehillim / Psalms 86 | 19 0°%°71n 790 —

Tehillim / Psalms 86

A prayer of David. 86:1 Incline Your
ear, O Lord, and answer me; For I am
afflicted and needy. 86:2 Preserve my
soul, for I am a godly man; O You my
God, save Your servant who trusts in
You. 86:3 Be gracious to me, O Lord,
Forto Youl cry all day long. 86:4 Make
glad the soul of Your servant, For to
You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 86:5
For You, Lord, are good, and ready to
forgive, And abundant in lovingkind-
ness to all who call upon You. 86:6
Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; And
give heed to the voice of my supplica-
tions! 86:7 In the day of my trouble I
shall call upon You, For You will an-
swer me. 86:8 There is no one like You
among the gods, O Lord, Nor are there
any works like Yours. 86:9 All nations
whom You have made shall come and
worship before You, O Lord, And they
shall glorify Your name. 86:10 For You
are great and do wondrous deeds; You
alone are God. 86:11 Teach me Your
way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth;
Unite my heart to fear Your name.
86:12 1 will give thanks to You, O
Lord my God, with all my heart, And
will glorify Your name forever. 86:13
For Your lovingkindness toward me is
great, And You have delivered my soul
from the depths of Sheol. 86:14 O God,
arrogant men have risen up against me,
And a band of violent men have sought
my life, And they have not set You be-
fore them. 86:15 But You, O Lord, are
a God merciful and gracious, Slow to
anger and abundant in lovingkindness
and truth. 86:16 Turn to me, and be
gracious to me; Oh grant Your strength
to Your servant, And save the son of
Your handmaid. 86:17 Show me a sign
for good, That those who hate me may
see it and be ashamed, Because You, O
Lord, have helped me and comforted
me. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 86

86:1 A prayer that David prayed. Incline,
O Lord, your ear; answer me, for I am
poor and needy. 86:2 Protect my soul, for
I am pious; redeem your servant — you,
O my God — for I do put my trust in you.
86:3 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for
I will pray in your presence all the day.
86:4 Gladden the soul of your servant, for
to you, O Lord, will I lift up my soul in
prayer. 86:5 For you are the Lord, good
to the righteous and forgiving to those
who turn to his Torah, and multiplying
favor to all who pray in your presence.
86:6 Hear, O Lord, my prayer; and ac-
cept the voice of my supplications. 86:7
On the day of my distress, I will call to
you, for you answer me. 86:8 There is
none besides you among the angels on
high, O Lord, and there is nothing like
your deeds. 86:9 All the Gentiles you
have made shall come and bow down
before you, O Lord; and they shall give
glory to your name. 86:10 For you are
great, O God, and you do wonders — you
alone are God. 86:11 Teach me, O Lord,
your ways; I will walk in your truth; unify
my heart to fear your name. 86:12 I will
give thanks in your presence, O Lord my
God, with all my heart; and I will glorify
your name forever. 86:13 For your good-
ness towards me is great; and you have
delivered my soul from lowest Sheol.
86:14 O God, arrogant men have risen
against me, and mighty men have sought
my soul; and they have not kept you in
front of them. 86:15 And you, O Lord, are
a God compassionate and merciful, put-
ting away anger, and showing much favor
and truth. 86:16 Turn unto me and pity
me; give your strength to your servant,
and redeem the son of your handmaiden.
86:17 Perform for me a miracle for good;
when my son Solomon shall bring the ark
into the sanctuary, let the gates be opened
on my account and my enemies will see
that you have forgiven me, and they will
be ashamed and confess; for you are the
Lord, you have helped me and comforted
me. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 86

A Prayer of David. 86:1 O Lord, in-
cline thine ear, and hearken to me; for
I am poor and needy. 86:2 Preserve my
soul, for I am holy; save thy servant, O
God, who hopes in thee. 86:3 Pity me,
O Lord: for to thee will I cry all the
day. 86:4 Rejoice the sold of thy ser-
vant: for to thee, O Lord, have I lifted
up my soul. 86:5 For thou, O Lord, art
kind, and gentle; and plenteous in mer-
cy to all that call upon thee. 86:6 Give
ear to my prayer, o Lord; and attend to
the voice of my supplication. 86:7 In
the day of my trouble I cried to thee:
for thou didst hear me. 86:8 There is
none like to thee, O Lord, among the
god; and there are no works like to thy
works. 86:9 All nations whom thou
hast made shall come, and shall wor-
ship before thee, O Lord; and shall
glorify thy name. 86:10 For thou art
great, and doest wonders: thou art the
only and the great God. 86:11 Guide
me, O Lord, in thy way, and I will walk
in thy truth: let my heart rejoice, that I
may fear thy name. 86:12 I will give
thee thanks, O Lord my God, with all
my heart; and I will glorify thy name
for ever. 86:13 For thy mercy is great
toward me; and thou hast delivered
my soul from the lowest hell. 86:14
O God, transgressors have risen up
against me, and an assembly of violent
men have sought my life; and have not
set thee before them. 86:15 But thou, O
Lord God, art compassionate and mer-
ciful, long-suffering, and abundant in
mercy and true. 86:16 Look thou upon
me, and have mercy upon me: give thy
strength to thy servant, and save the
son of thine handmaid. 86:17 Establish
with me a token for good; and let them
that hate me see it and be ashamed;
because thou, O Lord, hast helped me,
and comforted me. (LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 86:1-17, the Psalm opens describing that it is David who
composed this psalm saying, :*IX 728) 2I¥-"2 211¥ AR 71 W3 NT? 7990 R A prayer of David. 86:1
Incline Your ear, O Lord, and answer me; For | am afflicted and needy. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states,
JRIN ROOWM RV D1IN N 01 TITIR 0 99K 717 9987 RMO¥ X 86:1 A prayer that David prayed. In-
cline, O Lord, your ear; answer me, for I am poor and needy. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 86:1 Tpocevyn
6 Aowid kKATvov KOpie 1O 0V¢ 6oV Koi ETaKovcov pov 8Tt TTwydc Kod mévng eipl éyd A Prayer of David.
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86:1 O Lord, incline thine ear, and hearken to me; for I am poor and needy. (LXX) Notice how the Psalmist
calls upon the Lord based upon affliction and need. Does this work in the same way today? Let’s discuss
afflictions and needs based upon the rabbinic commentary. The commentary Shney Luchot HaBrit speaks
of affliction and trials in the following way.

Shney Luchot HaBrit, Nasso, Derech Chaim Tochachot Musar 39:
When the Israelites came out of Egypt and they came to Marah and found the water unfit

to drink they were given the kind of 337X 07 that one gives to a woman suspected of
unproven marital infidelity. All the Egyptians had been saying that the children of the Isra-
elites who left Egypt were in reality the offspring of Egyptians who had slept with Jewish
women. As a result of such accusations a number of Jewish husbands suspected their wives
of infidelities committed in Egypt. Also Jewish wives suspected their husbands of infidelities
committed with Egyptian women. This is why G’d told Moses to examine the truth of these
accusations by means of these waters, to eliminate unfounded suspicions. After that episode

G’d gave them 17701 Qw1 VBWM 21, “there He gave them statutes and social laws, and there
He examined them” (Exodus 15,25). The Torah attests to this by calling the tribes “>vaw
2RWY MY -7 that all these accusations had been unfounded. An allusion to this can be
found in our verses in the peculiar description of the tribes as *13wnw: ,°121877, etc, instead

of NYNW ,12IX7, etc. The extra letters 77 and °, spell the two lettered name of G’d, 77-°, and
indicate that all the tribes were pure, no one had committed any infidelity, otherwise the To-
rah would not bestow this compliment on them. When the Priest examines the Sotah in our
paragraph, the purpose is similar to that of Moses at the time.

The rabbi speak of the waters at Marah (71772) one of the locations which the Torah identifies as having been
traveled through by the Israelites, during the Exodus. (Shemot / Exodus 15:23-24, Bamidbar / Numbers
33:8) The Torah narrative states the Israelites reached Marah after traveling in the Wilderness of Shur. The
rabbinic interpretation for the reason of Marah was to prove the people of Israel in the wilderness. The
rabbis say that this was because of marital infidelity. This is why following this event, the Lord gave the
mitzvot on social laws and marital relations. These waters are compared to the waters that are given to a
wife of a Jewish husband who suspects his wife of infidelity. The parallel then is drawn to the people and
the Lord God in heaven, whether the people had committed any infidelity in their relationship with the Lord.
Shney Luchot HaBrit concludes saying Israel was pure, and she had not yet violated the covenant.
Rambam in his Guide for the Perplexed has the following to say concerning afflictions and need.

Guide for the Perplexed, Part 3 51:13:

Hence it appears to me that it is only in times of such neglect that some of the ordinary evils
befall a prophet or a perfect and pious man: and the intensity of the evil is proportional to
the duration of those moments, or to the character of the things that thus occupy their mind.
Such being the case, the great difficulty is removed that led philosophers to assert that Prov-
idence does not extend to every individual, and that man is like any other living being in
this respect, viz., the argument based on the fact that good and pious men are afflicted with
great evils. We have thus explained this difficult question even in accordance with the philos-
ophers’ own principles. Divine Providence is constantly watching over those who have ob-
tained that blessing which is prepared for those who endeavour to obtain it. If man frees his
thoughts from worldly matters, obtains a knowledge of God in the right way, and rejoices in
that knowledge, it is impossible that any kind of evil should befall him while he is with God,
and God with him. When he does not meditate on God, when he is separated from God, then
God is also separated from him; then he is exposed to any evil that might befall him; for it is
only that intellectual link with God that secures the presence of Providence and protection
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from evil accidents. Hence it may occur that the perfect man is at times not happy, whilst no
evil befalls those who are imperfect; in these cases what happens to them is due to chance.
This principle 1 find also expressed in the Law. Comp. “And | will hide my face from them,
and they shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them: so that they will
say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because our God is not among us?”” (Deut.
31:17). It is clear that we ourselves are the cause of this hiding of the face, and that the
screen that separates us from God is of our own creation. This is the meaning of the words:
“And | will surely hide my face in that day, for all the evils which they shall have wrought™
(ibid. ver. 18). There is undoubtedly no difference in this regard between one single person
and a whole community. It is now clearly established that the cause of our being exposed to
chance, and abandoned to destruction like cattle, is to be found in our separation from God.
Those who have their God dwelling in their hearts, are not touched by any evil whatever.
For God says: “Fear thou not, for | am with thee; be not dismayed, for | am thy God™ (lIsa.
41:10). “When thou passest through the waters, | will be with thee; and through the rivers,
they shall not overflow thee™ (ibid. 42:2). For if we prepare ourselves, and attain the influ-
ence of the Divine Intellect, Providence is joined to us, and we are guarded against all evils.
Comp. “The Lord is on my side; | will not fear; what can man do unto me?”” (Ps. 118:6).
“Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace™ (Job 22:2 1); i.e., turn unto Him, and you
will be safe from all evil.

Rambam states that ordinary evils befall a prophet or a pious man and that the intensity of the evil that
befalls him is proportional to his duration of lapsing or walking contrary to the mitzvot. Note how he also
equates what one occupies one’s mind with as opposed to what one has done physically. The point is that
good and pious men throughout history have been afflicted with great evils. He continues saying that if a
man seeks knowledge of the Lord and to walk in His ways, it is impossible that any evil will befall him. Is
this true? For the man who rejoices in the knowledge of the Lord, no matter the circumstance, his joy is
complete. On the other hand, the one who does not meditate upon the Lord, ordering his thoughts to think
upon Scripture, Rambam says this separates a man from the presence, and from protection. He says that we
are the cause for the hiding of the face of God. There is no difference between a single person and an entire
community. Rambam concludes saying, ““Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for | am thy
God” (Isa. 41:10). “When you pass through the waters, | will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow thee™ (ibid. 42:2). For if we prepare ourselves, and attain the influence of the Divine Intellect,
Providence is joined to us, and we are guarded against all evils. Comp. “The Lord is on my side; I will not
fear; what can man do unto me?”” (Ps. 118:6). “Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace” (Job 22:2
1); i.e., turn unto Him, and you will be safe from all evil.”

King David calls upon the Lord based upon his affliction and need, and the idea may be that David
always meditated upon the Lord and His Word, and remained in the providence and protection of God.
His affliction and need are then reasons for calling out to the Lord God in heaven for help. If you are in a
situation where evil befalls you, personal examination is necessary by reason that we are the cause of the
hiding of the face of God. The tarrying in answer to prayer is for the purpose of drawing us near, so that we
persevere in our seeking the Lord in heaven and His Messiah Yeshua. There is a reason for everything, even
illness may be used by the Lord to draw us and our family members nearer to the Lord. Don’t let hardship
be the cause and root of bitterness against the Lord God in heaven.

The Psalmist continues describing the kind of man he is saying, 772¥ Y7 IR 7°00-°3 "wWo1 7Y 2
K@Y WO IR TR 0D AT WO THY 7 :0PT-92 RPN IR TN CH0 3 TR 10iag oy AN
SPRP-227 T97-27) 190) 210 *ITX 7AR-°D 86:2 Preserve my soul, for | am a godly man; O You my God,
save Your servant who trusts in You. 86:3 Be gracious to me, O Lord, For to You I cry all day long. 86:4

Make glad the soul of Your servant, For to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 86:5 For You, Lord, are good, and
ready to forgive, And abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum
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states, D1IR 7177 0¥ DT 3 S9¥ POMOND RIX 0T 0 DR DX 72V 2179 KIX KRTO00 O1IR WO M1 2
20 I RIT AR DN 729X MPIR WO T TN IR TTAVT RWOI TR T IRNAY 92 ODER TR AT

STAIP TR 1PORAT 207 1200 200 PNYTIRY 120079 22aw ROpeTXh 86:2 Protect my soul, for | am pious;
redeem your servant — you, O my God — for | do put my trust in you. 86:3 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for |
will pray in your presence all the day. 86:4 Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, will I lift
up my soul in prayer. 86:5 For you are the Lord, good to the righteous and forgiving to those who turn to his
Torah, and multiplying favor to all who pray in your presence. (EMC) The Septuagint states, 86:2 gpvAa&ov
NV Yoy Hov 81t 66106 it OGOV TOV 50DAOV 6oL O Bedg Lov Tov EAmtilovta £l 6€ 86:3 €AéNcdV pe KOple
611 oG 6¢ kekpatopan SANY TV NuEPav 86:4 BEpavoV THY Yoy Tod S0VA0V Gov 8Tt TPOG 6 KOPLE NpaL THY
Yoy pov 86:5 6t 60 KOpLE YPNOTOC Kol EMIEIKTG Kol TOAVELEOG TG TOlg Emtkadovpévolg oe 86:2 Preserve
my soul, for I am holy; save thy servant, O God, who hopes in thee. 86:3 Pity me, O Lord: for to thee will |
cry all the day. 86:4 Rejoice the sold of thy servant: for to thee, O Lord, have I lifted up my soul. 86:5 For
thou, O Lord, art kind, and gentle; and plenteous in mercy to all that call upon thee. (LXX) David pleads his
case based upon his own righteousness saying that he is a pious man. Merriam Webster’s dictionary defines
pious as ““marked by or showing reverence for deity and devotion to divine worship, sacred or devotional
as distinct from the profane or secular.” David says that he will pray in the presence of the Lord all day

long. He is separating himself to 012757 (the Place) the Lord has established for us to draw near, and so he
devotes himself to prayer and worship. The Targum states that the Lord God is good to the righteous and
forgiving to those who turn to His Torah (instruction). The Mishnah and Rambam have the following to say
concerning the one who is pious before God.

Mishnah Berakhot 5:1:

[One] should not stand up to pray unless he is in a serious frame of mind. The original pious
ones used to wait one hour and then pray, in order to direct their hearts towards the Omni-
present. [While one is reciting Shemoneh Esrei,] even if the king greets him, he should not re-

spond to him, and even if a snake wraps around his heel, he should not interrupt. (7°721V 1°R
WD 970 2HYONAY NAR VW 2T 10 QONWRIT 22700 LWRA 7210 7NN RYR P7ona0
P°0D° XY 12PY DY 102 W1 1DRI 1120w KD MI1PWA PR 790 190K .0pnY 027 NX)

Mishneh Torah, Human Dispositions 1:5:

One who is carefully self-reflective, and who thus moves oneself from one’s norm toward one
side or the other: this one is called pious. For instance, one who moves oneself away from
proud-heartedness toward the opposite side and attains a lowly spirit: he is called pious,
and his is the middah of piety. But if he moves himself only toward the middle [of the scale]
and becomes humble, he is called wise, and his is the middah of wisdom. And so on: this is
so with all the rest of the middot. The early pious ones would incline their dispositions from
the middle of the scale toward one of the two extremes: some would incline toward the first
extreme and others would incline toward the other. This is going beyond what the law re-
quires. We are commanded to walk in these intermediate paths which are good and straight,
as itis said: “Walk in [God’s] ways.” [Deuteronomy 28:9]

The Mishnah Berakhot 5:1 suggests that one is to kneel humbly before the Lord when praying. The kneel-
ing versus standing indicates that one is more important (serious) as opposed to the other. The Mishnah
continues saying that one should wait and prepare his or her heart before going before the Lord in prayer.
In addition, it does not matter who comes to you, does not matter a persons social status (e.g. the king), do
not interrupt your prayer because the one before whom you stand or kneel in prayer is greater. Rambam
believes that being pious is the act of turning to one side or the other as opposed to the norm. The example
he gives is of being proud hearted and turning from being proud towards having a lowly spirit and becomes
humble. Rambam then speaks of going to extremes, some men go to the extreme being arrogant, and others
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go to the extreme being lowly of spirit. His conclusion is that doing either one of these is going beyond what
the Torah requires. The idea is that there is an intermediate path, one that sets between pride and humility,
that is understood as the meaning of walking the good and straight path according to God’s Torah. The point
is that David walked in this intermediate path, he was not too arrogant and not too lowly of spirit. He says,
86:2 Protect my soul, for I am pious; redeem your servant — you, O my God — for | do put my trust in you.
(NASB) The sign of piety in one’s life is as David, to trust in the Lord God in heaven. The best way to study
piety is to examine the lives of the great men of faith and of Yeshua the Messiah who humbled himself to
the point of laying down his life for us upon the cross. Yeshua came not only to display the glory of God,
but also to show us the way of life. All that we read and know of the life of Yeshua is that he was thoroughly
Jewish. All that He conveyed to us is through the understanding of the Hebrew Bible, Judaism, and Jewish
culture. From His circumcision (brit-milah) at eight days old, to his “redemption of the firstborn (pidyon
ha-ben) experience in the Temple, to His customarily attending synagogue services, to His eating the Pass-
over the night he was betrayed, everything depicts a thoroughly committed Jewish Messiah! According
to the Gosples, Yeshua celebrated not only Passover, but also all of the major feasts and festivals of Israel
including Chanukah (““Feast of Dedication’) according to John 10:22. The Scriptures portray Yeshua as
participating regularly in Shabbat services in local synagogues, particularly in Nazareth and Capernaum.
He often read from the Hebrew scrolls and also offered Shabbat homilies. This is an example of a pious
life, to observe what the Lord calls us to observe, and to live in righteousness, justice, truth, and love for one
another. The Jewish masses followed Him everywhere and highly valued the teaching he offered in classic
rabbinical style.

David (the Psalmist) in Tehillim / Psalms 86, pleads for the Lord to hear his prayer saying, 71°IX3 1
SPYRD PRI | DT RI-TN 1 ORYN "2 IR N8 oD T onimgn ip3 Ay oo mim
DN ADX NIXDDI AWYY A0X 297303 0 ARwY 37307 TN 197 MRV NI WY WY [ 20-72 U

17727 86:6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; And give heed to the voice of my supplications! 86:7 In the day
of my trouble I shall call upon You, For You will answer me. 86:8 There is no one like You among the gods,

O Lord, Nor are there any works like Yours. 86:9 All nations whom You have made shall come and worship
before You, O Lord, And they shall glorify Your name. 86:10 For You are great and do wondrous deeds;

You alone are God. (NASB) Notice how David says :>Dinna 2ip2 72°Wpa) *N290 7170 711X asking the
Lord to give ear to his prayer, and to ?3P2 72°Wp0) “give heed to the voice” using the word 2} meaning
“attention.” David does not say please “listen” using the word YW. The reason this is significant is be-
cause of the way in which YW is used in the Hebrew Scriptures, such as in Shemot / Exodus 19:5 which
says, 72 WnWA YinY-or 7Y “Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice...” The phrase Wnwn yiny
is translated as “indeed obey” taken from the root word ¥ meaning “to listen/hear.” The meaning of the
word to listen, as it is translated to hear and obey, is not the approach David is taking in his psalm pleading

for the Lord to hear him. If he had used the word Y@ to describe the way he sought the Lord, this may
not have been an act of piety and being humble before the Lord. He instead seeks the Lord to please pay

close attention to his prayer. David says TW¥n3 1R) 2378 | 07782 7192-7°X there is none like the Lord,
he states FIM3-7°X to place emphasis on how there is none like the Lord God in heaven, there is none who
are able to do His works. All the nations whom the Lord had created will come to worship and glorify the

Name (79W? 1722°). This is similar to what we read in the exodus, when the Lord brought Israel out of
Egypt with a mighty hand.

Shemot / Exodus 8:6:
8:6 And he said: ‘Against to-morrow.” And he said: ‘Be it according to thy word; that thou

mayest know that there is none like unto the LORD our God. (KJV, 7272 78" 127 98"
APEIN 2 PRT2 VI 1WRY)
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Note how the miracles are designed to bring glory to the Name of the Lord our God. Sforno describes what
this means, that there is none like the Lord our God, in the following way.

Sforno on Exodus 8:6, Part 2

PIPR 779 1R D VTN N9, that there is no power in the universe other than the G’d of the
Israelites who possesses the power to fundamentally effect changes in natural law. At that
time, consigning crocodiles exclusively to the river Nile was a fundamental change in the
habitat of this species. This species is different from all other known species in that instead
of moving its lower jaw when eating, it moves its upper jaw. It also ingests food without ex-
creting waste products. G’d will banish the species only from you and your houses, as this is
all you asked for.

Storno states that the Lord has the power to fundamentally effect changes in natural law. He is able to adjust
the laws of thermodynamics, chemistry and physics according to His will for the purpose of saving His peo-
ple and bringing glory to His Name. In addition, the Mekhilta has the following to say concerning Tehillim
/ Psalms 86:8 and the phrase “There is none like You...”

Mekhilta 15:1, Part 5

(Ibid. 1) ““I shall sing to the L rd”’: Befitting is (the ascription of) *““strength” to the L rd. And
thus did David say (I Chronicles 29:11) “To you, O L rd, is (befitting [the ascription of])
greatness, might, splendor, triumph, and majesty.”” A king of flesh and blood enters a prov-
ince, and all praise him as “‘strong” — when he is weak; as ““rich” — when he is poor; as
“wise” — when he is foolish; as ““merciful”” — when he is cruel; as “trusty”” — when he is
not. He is lacking in all of these (fine) attributes — All men are flattering him. But it is not so
with Him who spoke and brought the world into being. He transcends all that He is praised
for. ““I shall sing to the L rd,”” who is strong — (Devarim 10:17) “the G d who is great and
strong and awesome,” (Psalms 24:8) “the L rd, mighty and strong, the L rd, strong in war,”
(Isaiah 42;13) “The L rd as a mighty one shall go forth. As a man of war, He will stir up
wrath. He will shout; He will scream. He will overpower His foes,”” (Jeremiah 10:14) “There
is none like You, O L rd. Great are You and great is Your name in strength.” ““I shall sing
to the L rd,”” who is rich”” — (Devarim 10:19) “To the L rd your G d are the heavens, etc.”,
(Psalms 24:1) “To the L rd is the earth and its fullness, etc.””, (Ibid. 95:5) “His is the sea and
He has made it,”” (Chaggai 2:8) “Mine is the silver and Mine is the gold,” (Ezekiel 18:4)
“All of he souls are Mine. The soul of the father and the soul of the son alike are Mine.”” *“I
shall sing to the L rd,”” who is wise — (Mishlei 2:6) “For the L rd shall give wisdom. From
His mouth are knowledge and understanding”, (Daniel 2:21) ““He gives wisdom to the wise,
and knowledge to the knowers of understanding”. (Jeremiah 10:7) “Who will not fear You,
King of the nations? For among all the sages of the nations and in all of their kingdoms,
there is none like You.”” *“I shall sing to the L rd,” for He is merciful — (Exodus 34:6) ““Hash-
em, Hashem, the G d who is merciful and gracious”, (Devarim 4:31) “For a merciful G d is
the L rd your G d”, (Psalms 25:6) ““Remember Your mercies, Hashem, etc.”, (Ibid. 145:8)
“Good is the L rd to all, and His mercies are on all his works”, (Daniel 9:9) ““To the L rd our
G d is mercy and forgiveness.” “I shall sing to the L rd,”” who is a Judge” — (Devarim 1:17)
*“... for the judgment is G d’s”, (Psalms 82:1) ““G d stands in the assembly of the almighty. (In
the midst of the judges shall He judge,:), (Devarim 32:4) “The Rock, perfect is His work, (for
all of His ways are judgment.”). “I shall sing to the L rd,”” who is trusty (Ibid. 7:9) “the trusty
G d, etc.”” (Ibid. 32:4) ““... a G d of trust, without wrong, etc.” ““I shall sing to the L rd,”” who
is comely, who is glorious, who is exalted, whose like does not exist — (Psalms 89:7) “For
who in the heavens can be compared to the L rd, can be likened to the L rd among the sons of
the mighty”’? (Ibid. 8) “G d greatly dreaded in the great council of the holy, (held in awe by
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all around Him?””) And it is written (Ibid. 9), ““O L rd, the G d of hosts (““tzeva’oth’’), who, as
You, is mighty, O L rd?: What is ““tzeva’oth” (acronymically)? He is an “oth” (i.e., unique)
in the midst of His retinue (““tzava’). And thus is it written (Devarim 33:2) “Ve’atha” (‘and
He shall come’) from Rivevoth Kodesh™ (figuratively: “the ten thousands of His holy ones.”)
And thus did David say (Psalms 86:8) ““There is none like You among the great ones, O L rd,
and there are none like Your works.”” And (Song of Songs 5:19-15) “My Beloved is clear and
red,”” “His head is finest gold,” ““His eyes are like doves by water-courses,” “His cheeks are
like beds of spice,” His hands are rods of gold,” *““His legs are pillars of marble”” — His are
comeliness, greatness, strength, and glory! R. Yossi says (Psalms 8:3) “From the mouths of
olelim and yonkim You have founded strength. ““olelim” — infants in their mothers’womb, as
in (lyyov 3:16) “Why was | not like a buried stillbirth, like olelim who never saw the light”?
“yonkim” — those who seek their mothers’ breasts, as in (Joel 2:16) ““Gather olelim and
suckers (““yonkei”) of the breasts.”” Rebbi says: “Olelim are infants outside (their mothers’
womb), viz. (Jeremiah 9:20) “to cut off the olel outside,”” and (Eichah 4:4) “Olelim begged
for bread. “Yonkim’” are those at their mother’s breasts, viz.: ““and suckers (““yonkei’’) of the
breasts.” These and those (at the splitting of the sea) opened their mouths and chanted song
before the L rd. R. Meir says: Even fetuses in their mothers’ wombs opened their mouths and
chanted song before the L rd, viz. (Psalms 68:27) ““In assemblies bless G d — the L rd, from
the source of Israel.”” And not Israel alone chanted song before the L rd, but also the minis-
tering angels, as it is written (Ibid. 8:2) ““How mighty is Your name in all the earth — (You)
who have spread Your splendor on the heavens!”

The Mekhilta is Aramaic (XN?2°97) and is a halakhic midrash to the Book of Exodus. The name “Mekhilta,”
corresponds to the Hebrew ““middah’ (““measure,” ““rule’), and is used to denote a compilation of Scrip-
tural exegesis (“‘middot;”” Talmudic Hermeneutic). The Makhilta is connected to the Psalm by the way it
describes the Lord, His strength, greatness, splendor, and majesty. The rabbis say that the Lord transcends
all of the praises of men, in the sense that He is not moved by the respect of men, He is simply to be praised
for who He is, mighty, powerful, merciful, and loving.
David then asks the Lord to teach him His ways saying, =7 227 77 70282 7978 7277 M7 10in X
1R 2INYR "D NPYM Y 2173 7790-"0 30 107 W TT29K1°227-202 TR ITR [ TR 20 1w AN
:1°1 86:11 Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name. 86:12
I will give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, And will glorify Your name forever. 86:13 For

Your lovingkindness toward me is great, And You have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. (NASB)
What is the significance of David asking the Lord to teach him His ways? What does that mean? How does

that look in our lives today? What ways is David referring to? He asks the Lord to teach (°3J737) him his

ways (7277), where to teach is to ask the Lord to be diligent in instructing him in the way that he should go.
He asks the Lord to lead him, to guide him, and to send him forth, these things are paralleled to the wilder-
ness journey when the people of Israel were led by the pillar of God. This is an act of respect towards the
Lord, seeking to be guided by the Lord in all his ways, and the purpose should be so we may be capable of
teaching others the way of the Lord as well. The manner in which the Lord teaches us His ways is according
to His Word, in the Torah, and all of Scripture. Walking in God’s ways, the acts of righteousness we do for
the glory of God, promote the fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord produces the actions that indicate that
one has the fear of the Lord, the very thing that He wants us to possess in our lives. What does the fear of
the Lord produce? Obedience to God’s Word. The clearest evidence that we have of Fearing God in our

lives is by how completely and consistently we follow His Torah, the D°P17 (statutes) and mitzvot (N11XA,
commands).

Tehillim / Psalms 86 concludes saying, %% X? "Wl Wpa Q%W NP1 20 MR 071 | 2778 7
TPWIT) TTTY AP0 VBTN TP TV NRK] QN2 DO T TAm) DX I AN W ATy
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PINRTI "INNY 7T AHR-2D W ORI N 72107 NIX ORY-TY T A0RK-137 86:14 O God, arrogant
men have risen up against me, And a band of violent men have sought my life, And they have not set You
before them. 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger and abundant in lovin-
gkindness and truth. 86:16 Turn to me, and be gracious to me; Oh grant Your strength to Your servant, And
save the son of Your handmaid. 86:17 Show me a sign for good, That those who hate me may see it and be
ashamed, Because You, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me. (NASB) David describes the men who
are coming against him as being arrogant, violent, and not having set the Lord before them, meaning they
are not seeking the Lord God in heaven, and they do not choose to walk in His ways. There is no fear of God
in their lives. The Torah speaks both of God’s justice and His wrath over disobedience (sin). The Lord’s
justice is described as “There is no other God besides me, a just God and a Savior” (Isaiah 45:21) and *““He
is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and
just is He” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:4). These descriptions of God are unique in the sense that God’s
mercy is shown through His justice. This appears to be what David is hopeful for, the Lord would show His
mercy through His justice against the men who are being arrogant, violent, and have not set the Lord before
them. Notice how justice and mercy work together according to the rabbis in Akeidat Yitzchak.

Akeidat Yitzchak 98:2-3

You will note that Abraham bestowed two qualities on his children, i.e ““righteousness and
justice.” (Genesis 18,19) To match this, G’d had equipped Abraham’s children with two
qualities also, “loving kindness and mercy,” as it is written in Deut. 7,9, ““and He will pre-
serve for you the covenant and the kindness. It is further written in Deut. 13,18 *““He will give
you mercy and have mercy on you.” When Israel lost its distinctive qualities, G’d withdrew
His contribution as we read in Amos 6,12, ““you turned justice into gall and the fruit of the
righteous into wormwood.”” So G’d says ““I have withdrawn My peace from this people, and
the loving kindness and mercy.” (Jeremiah 16,5) When the Jewish people cleanse them-
selves, as is written ““Zion is being redeemed through justice and its penitent sinners through
righteousness,” (Isaiah 1,27) G’d also restores kindness and mercy. We read in Isaiah 54,10,
“even if mountains were to disappear as well as the hills be shaken, My kindness will not
depart from you and My covenant of peace will not be shaken, says the Lord who has mercy
upon you.” Since Israel contributed its share, G’d contributes His own share, and places it
on the head of His chosen lady, as is written “I betroth you unto Me through righteousness
and justice, through loving kindness and mercy.”” (Hosea 2,21)

It is said that Abraham “bestowed” (““confer on, grant, accord, afford, endow someone with, vest in, present,
award, give™) on his children “righteousness and justice.”” This suggests that he lived with righteousness
and justice and his children learned to do the same. As a result, God equipped his children with *““loving
kindness and mercy.” The Lord gives mercy and has mercy on His people. The commentary concludes
with Hosea 2:21 which states, ““I betroth you unto Me through righteousness and justice, through loving
kindness and mercy.”” There is a connection to the people of God who choose to “cleanse themselves, as is
written “Zion is being redeemed through justice and its penitent sinners through righteousness,’”” (Isaiah
1:27) and the mercy of God. David is seeking the Justice and Mercy of the Lord against his enemies. This
is clearly stated in Tehillim / Psalms 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger
and abundant in lovingkindness and truth. 86:16 Turn to me, and be gracious to me; Oh grant Your strength
to Your servant, And save the son of Your handmaid. (NASB) The Lord is gracious and merciful, and this is
all the more reason why we should diligently seek Him and His Messiah Yeshua. Let’s Pray!

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 86 has 8 parts. Reading through the Midrash
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we will be looking at Part 1, 2, 4, 6, 7 and 8. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 85, Parts
1,2, and 3.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 86, Part 1, 2,4, 6,7, and 8

Part 1

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 21N 12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “A prayer of
David. Bow down Your ear, O Lord, hear me (Tehillim / Psalms 86:1).”

» The XN1°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Levi said, At the time
he had to leave the earth, the farewell blessing that Moshe gave to Judah, Hear, Lord, the voice of
Judah (Devarim / Deuteronomy 33:7), and therefore David was entitled to say, Bow down Your ear,
O Lord, hear me.”

« The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss the
idea of David asking the Lord to listen to his prayer

« The YWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”” expands upon the ?Wn (mashal), the rabbis make
a comparison between the Lord calling Himself holy, and David calling himself holy.

* The Concluding phrase says, ““So, when David heard himself reviled, but remained silent, he could
say, Keep my soul, for I am holy.”

Part 2

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 21N 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “Be merciful
unto me, O Lord; for unto You do I cry out all the day (Tehillim / Psalms 86:3).”

e The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “But it is likely that a man
would be praying all the day?”’

« The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss this
concept in the context of a master and a servant relationship.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal by discussing the Lord taking the writ of debt from a person.

» The Concluding phrase says, “He snatches a writ of debt out of the evil deeds, and tips the balance
toward the pan of good deeds, as is said, Who is a God like unto You, that carries away the iniquity?
(Micah 7:18).”

Part 4

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the >N T12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “All nations
whom You have made will come and prostrate themselves before You, O Lord (Tehillim / Psalms
86:9) whether they want to, or do not want to.”

* The XN1°N3D (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, *“ After their proud necks will
have been bent low, they will glorify your name because You are great and do wondrous things (Te-
hillim / Psalms 86:10).”

« The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss the
meaning of being forced to bow before the Lord God Almighty.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal with people being praised because they helped the Lord with His burden.

* The Concluding phrase says, “You can see that this is true, for Rabbi Hanina and Rabbi Johanan
taught, The angels were created on the second day, so that the nations of the earth could not say,
Michael stood in the north and Gabriel in the south, and together with God they stretched out the
heavens.”
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Part 6

Part 7

Part 8

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°mnn7 112°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, ““I will praise
You, O Lord my God, with all my heart (Tehillim / Psalms 86:12)...”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““... that is, with its good Incli-
nation and its evil Inclination, so that there will be no wavering in me because of them.”

The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss the
meaning of praising the Lord and having a heart devoted to Him.

The PWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the &1 (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal discussing the Yetzer Hara and Yetzer hatov.

The Concluding phrase says, “Rabbi Aha observed, to what can the words You have delivered my
soul from the lowest hell (Tehillim / Psalms 86:13) allude, except to the way of adulterers which,
according to Rabbi Yudan, leads down into the lowest hell.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n1:7 1127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “In the verse O
God, the proud are risen up against me, and the company of violent men have sought after my soul
(Tehillim / Psalms 86:14),”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““David was alluding to Doeg
and Ahithophel. And the end of the verse, And have not set You before them, means that David said,
What You said to Samuel concerning me, namely, Arise, anoint him; for this is he (1 Samuel 86:15).”

The 9Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss the
meaning of the verse in the psalm regarding the wicked who raise up against David.

The PWwn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ¥ (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal saying that the Lord shows patience toward the wicked, but eventually makes them
pay, whereas, the righteous he allows bad things to happen, but in the end he gives good things unto
His people.

The Concluding phrase says, “No, more, He keeps them locked up, for it is said, The Lord has
opened His armory, and has brought forth the weapons of His indignation (Jeremiah 50:25). But
before God unlocks His armory, and before He thrusts with the weapons, He, long-suffering, rethinks
Himself, if one may be permitted to speak thus of God.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°rinan 127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “O turn unto
me, and have mercy upon me (Tehillim / Psalms 86:16).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “David said, Master of the
universe, turn away from all Your concerns, and turn unto me.”

The 9Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss the
meaning of the Lord showing mercy to David using examples of different people showing him fa-
VOr..

The PWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the &1 (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal saying the Lord God forgave David’s sin, this is the way the Lord shows His favor.
The Concluding phrase says, ““For You Lord, have helped me with New Year’s Day, and have com-
forted me with the Day of Atonement, of which it is said, For on this day will atonement be made for
you (Vayikra / Leviticus 16:30).”

Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°170%:7 112°7) saying, “A prayer of David.
Bow down Your ear, O Lord, hear me (Tehillim / Psalms 86:1).”” The homiletic introduction to the midrash
states, “Rabbi Levi said, At the time he had to leave the earth, the farewell blessing that Moshe gave to Ju-

12
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dah, Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah (Devarim / Deuteronomy 33:7), and therefore David was entitled to say,
Bow down Your ear, O Lord, hear me.” The entire midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 1

1. A prayer of David. Bow down Your ear, O Lord, hear
me (Tehillim / Psalms 86:1). Rabbi Levi said, At the time
he had to leave the earth, the farewell blessing that Moshe
gave to Judah, Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah (Devarim /
Deuteronomy 33:7), and therefore David was entitled to say,
Bow down Your ear, O Lord, hear me. Keep my soul, for I
am holy (Tehillim / Psalms 86:2). The Holy One blessed be

He, called Himself Holy, as it is said, For I am Holy, says the
Lord (Jeremiah 3:12). But for David to call himself holy?
Rabbi Abba explained in the name of Rabbi Alexandri, Any
man who remains silent when he hears himself reviled, even
though he has at hand the means to strike back, becomes a
partner of the Holy One blessed be He, who likewise remains
silent as He hears the nations of the earth revile Him to His
face. So, when David heard himself reviled, but remained
silent, he could say, Keep my soul, for I am holy.
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Note how the MT states, :*I¥ 71°28) *1¥-"3 11y JIIR 7170 787 N7 71790 X A prayer of David. 86:1
Incline Your ear, O Lord, and answer me; For | am afflicted and needy. (NASB) and the rabbis say in the
midrash, “Bow down Your ear, O Lord, hear me.” They say 73X 707 “tilt/bow the ear.” Then they say
David had to leave the earth and then quote from Moshe in Devarim / Deuteronomy 33:7 And this regarding
Judah; so he said, ‘Hear, O Lord, the voice of Judah, And bring him to his people. With his hands he con-

tended for them, And may You be a help against his adversaries.” (NASB, 7172 YW 08" 77377 DT 7
STNIR 1R YY) §7 27 17 1R02N nY-98) 77 9IP) Because Moshe said “Hear, O Lord, the voice of
Judah,” David was able to pray “Bow down Your ear, O Lord, hear me.”” The midrash continues saying that
the Lord calls Himself holy, but how is David able to call himself holy? The MT states, -3 @91 7Y% 2
SRR TYIRT CTOR TAR 72V YWIT 2R 7991 86:2 Preserve my soul, for 1 am a godly man; O You my God,
save Your servant who trusts in You. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, RIX RT7I01% 017X WDl M1 2

TPV YO0 RIR T 00 97398 DR 772V 2179 86:2 Protect my soul, for | am pious; redeem your servant —
you, O my God —for I do put my trust in you. (EMC) The rabbis say the way David comments about himself

as a khasid 7°017, a pious one, is another way of saying that I am holy.” They ask, how could David call
himself holy in light of his sins? The conclusion is “Any man who remains silent when he hears himself
reviled, even though he has at hand the means to strike back, becomes a partner of the Holy One blessed be
He, who likewise remains silent as He hears the nations of the earth revile Him to His face.” Remaining
silent is synonymous to being humble before both the Lord and men on earth. The idea of being humble
for most people brings to mind that one is weak (a form of weakness). The fact is being humble takes great
strength. Why do you suppose the Tanach and the Apostolic Writings have so much to say concerning being
humble? The Apostle Peter said in 1 Peter 5:6-7 ““Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand
of God so that at the proper time He may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares
for you.” (NASB) The Lord cares for us, He is in control, and He calls us to humble ourselves before Him.
This is not about control, but about having understanding, and the need for us to recognize the source of our
strength, the Lord God in heaven, and His Messiah Yeshua. When we humble ourselves, it is only then that
we truly worship Him, submitting our lives to His word, and living our lives for Him. In humility, we trust
the Lord with what’s going on in our lives and believing He is the provider instead of trusting in ourselves.
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Yeshua was the ultimate example of humility. Out of obedience to His Father, He humbled Himself all the
way to the point of death upon the cross. The Scriptures say because of this the Lord God exalted Him, and
in a similar manner, at a future time, He will exalt us (1 Peter 5:6-7). Paul writes of Yeshua saying, Philip-
pians 2:8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. 2:9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every name, 2:10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 2:11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father. (NASB) Yeshua practiced humility and holiness as a 0°7°01], a righteous one,
and we are told to walk in the manner that He walked, and therefore we need to strive for the same in our
lives. Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 1 concludes saying, ““So, when David heard himself reviled, but remained
silent, he could say, Keep my soul, for I am holy.” Holiness and Righteousness are key aspects of our lives
in the Messiah Yeshua.

Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (*N7n7 712°7 ) saying, “Be merciful unto
me, O Lord; for unto You do I cry out all the day (Tehillim / Psalms 86:3).”” The homiletic introduction to
the midrash states, “But it is likely that a man would be praying all the day?”” The entire midrash states the
following:

Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 2

2. Be merciful unto me, O Lord; for unto You do | cry out all the
day (Tehillim / Psalms 86:3). But it is likely that a man would be
praying all the day? Yes, for in this verse the day stands for this
world, which is day for the nations about night for Israel. Hence,
| cry out all the day. Be gracious unto me, O Lord, Rejoice the
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soul of Your servant; for unto You, O Lord, do I lift up my soul
(Tehillim / Psalms 86:4). Bar Kappara said, If a man who has a
servant in his house says to him, I will get you a garment, he at
once makes his servant rejoice. Now, If a mortal says such a thing
to his servant, and it is enough to make him rejoice, for You live
forever. Hence, it is said, Be gracious unto me, O Lord, Rejoice
the soul of Your servant; for unto You, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.
For You, Lord, are good, and ready to pardon, and plenteous in
mercy (Tehillim / Psalms 86:5). Rabbi Pinchas the Priest taught,
When the pans of a scale balance exactly, with the evil deeds on
one side and the good deeds on the other, what does the Holy
One blessed be He do? He snatches a writ of debt out of the evil
deeds, and tips the balance toward the pan of good deeds, as is
said, Who is a God like unto You, that carries away the iniquity?
(Micah 7:18).

The rabbis ask ““... is likely that a man would be praying all the day?”” What do you think? It is possible
f or a man to pray all day, for example, for those who are imprisoned by reason of their faith, such a person
would cry out all the day for the Lord to bring justice. The midrash agrees saying, ““Yes, for in this verse the
day stands for this world, which is day for the nations about night for Israel. Hence, I cry out all the day.”
The day for the nations and night for Israel may be an illustration of Israel being oppressed by her enemies,
it is as daytime for the nation that is coming against Israel, however it seems as if it is night for Israel, where
there is no light to see, and there is little one can do besides trusting in the Lord God in heaven for his Justice
and Mercy. Bar Kappara said a parable to illustrate the meaning of crying out all the day and the Lord’s
mercy.
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Bar Kappara said, If a man who has a servant in his house says to him, | will get you a gar-
ment, he at once makes his servant rejoice. Now, If a mortal says such a thing to his servant,
and it is enough to make him rejoice, for You live forever. Hence, it is said, Be gracious unto
me, O Lord, Rejoice the soul of Your servant; for unto You, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. For
You, Lord, are good, and ready to pardon, and plenteous in mercy (Tehillim / Psalms 86:5).

The idea here is that the master is getting his servant clothing, and his servant rejoices. The master is par-
alleled to the Lord God in heaven, who seeks for our well being. If a man says this to his servant and the
servant rejoices, how much more so when the Lord God in heaven does so? The rabbis say that when the
Lord does this the soul rejoices. When we think about what Bar Kappara said concerning the Lord and his
blessings, consider that this is what the Lord does for the righteous, His children. The righteous received

799 (recompense, reward, Vayikra / Leviticus 19:13), as a reward of one’s labor, whereas the godless
receive AX12M (produce, product, revenue) as income which does not necessarily reflect the wicked man’s

unrighteous deeds. The Scriptures use the words P7¥ 0*n%and N1M NRWVAY to illustrate that righteous-
ness brings life and sin brings with it death. The reward for righteous labor serves to establish his life, to
establish his position and elevate his happiness as the midrash states the soul rejoices. On the other hand,
the income of the godless serves to ruin his life, because by his prosperity, he presumes he is well, and
therefore, he adds sin unto more sin, whose wages are death. This is why the Scriptures say in Revelation
22:11 ‘Let the one who does wrong, still do wrong; and the one who is filthy, still be filthy; and let the one
who is righteous, still practice righteousness; and the one who is holy, still keep himself holy.” (NASB) The
wages of sin requires one to continue in his sins. The wages of righteousness requires one to continue in
righteousness. The fleeting moment of the pleasures of sin is so appetizing to the flesh, that we need God’s
help to overcome the desire of unrighteousness. We need the Lord’s help to empower us to be overcomers
for the sake of His Name, and for His glory.

The midrash continues saying, “Rabbi Pinchas the Priest taught, When the pans of a scale balance ex-
actly, with the evil deeds on one side and the good deeds on the other, what does the Holy One blessed be He

do?”” The concept here is in regard to our deeds being placed upon a balance, maasim tovim (2°210 QW)

versus maasim raim (2°¥7 2°wW¥n). Midrash Tehillim 68, Part 2 concludes saying, ““He snatches a writ of
debt out of the evil deeds, and tips the balance toward the pan of good deeds, as is said, Who is a God like
unto You, that carries away the iniquity? (Micah 7:18).” The idea here is that we are guilty, and our salva-
tion is only because of the mercy of the Lord. The Lord God Himself snatches the writ of debt that has been
placed upon us due to our sins. This is what occurs by faith in the Messiah Yeshua. It is interesting how all
of these concepts are consistent with what we find in the Apostolic Writings. The Lord is working in our
lives, to empower us to overcome sin, to live for Him, and to change us from the inside out, writing His To-
rah upon our hearts. The Lord has His hand upon our lives, and He sent His son Yeshua to set the example,
and to lay his life down for ours. What a wonderful God we serve, just as the prophet Micah said, “Who is
a God like unto You, that carries away the iniquity?”” Praise the Lord for the way in which He carries away
our iniquities!

Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 4 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10%77 212°7) saying, ““All nations whom
You have made will come and prostrate themselves before You, O Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 86:9) whether they
want to, or do not want to.” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““ After their proud necks will
have been bent low, they will glorify your name because You are great and do wondrous things (Tehillim /
Psalms 86:10).”” The entire midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 4

4. All nations whom You have made will come and prostrate
themselves before You, O Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 86:9) wheth-
er they want to, or do not want to. After their proud necks will
have been bent low, they will glorify your name because You
are great and do wondrous things (Tehillim / Psalms 86:10).
Rabbi Tanhum said, A mortal king, when he is praised to his
face, the implication is that the governors of his provinces are
praised with him. Why? Because they help him carry his bur-
den, and so share with him the praise he receives. But it is not
so with the Holy One blessed be He, for no one helps Him car-
ry His burden. You can see that this is true, for Rabbi Hanina
and Rabbi Johanan taught, The angels were created on the
second day, so that the nations of the earth could not say, Mi-
chael stood in the north and Gabriel in the south, and together

with God they stretched out the heavens.

The midrash opens with a statement that the nations will bow down and acknowledge the greatness and
power of God, they will do so to glorify the name of God because He is great. The midrash states, ““Rabbi
Tanhum said, A mortal king, when he is praised to his face, the implication is that the governors of his prov-
inces are praised with him.” Does this sound familiar from the Apostolic Writings? The Apostle Paul wrote
to the Ephesians saying the following:

Ephesians 2:4-8

2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 2:5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved), 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 2:7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches
of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 2:8 For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; (NASB)

Paul says something very similar to the conclusion of the midrash, that the Lord God, our Father in heaven,
raises us up in the Messiah, and we are seated with Him in heavenly places. What does it mean to be seated
with Him? The Mishnah Pirkei Avot 3:2 states the following.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 3:2

“... But two who are sitting together and there are words of Torah [spoken] between them,
the Divine Presence rests with them, as it is said (Malachi 3:16): “Then those who feared the
Lord spoke one with another, and the Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of remembrance
was written before Him, for those who feared the Lord and for those who thought upon His
Name.”” | have no [Scriptural support for this] except [in a case of] two. From where [is
there proof that] that even [when there is only] one [person studying Torah], the Holy One,
blessed be He, determines a reward for him? As it is said (Lamentations 3:28): ““He sits
alone and is silent, since he takes [a reward] for it.”

The rabbis say that the two that sit together are in agreement, and the godly ones who sit together speak
words of Torah together and the presence of God rests with them. This is consistent with what Yeshua said
of Himself and our Father in heaven. He is seated in the heavenly, and he is in agreement with our Father
in heaven, and he speaks words of Torah with the Father, he is One with the Father. When we live our lives
according to God’s Torah, we are in agreement with Yeshua, with our Father, and with one another. When
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two sit together, speaking words of Torah, the rabbis say a book of remembrance is written. And when two
sit together and speak words of Torah, the Lord decides the reward for such a person. Based upon the Mish-
nah, there is great significance to the meaning of being seated together with the Messiah! It is all tied back
to obedience to the Word of God, and the Lord empowering us to live for Him. And the implication is as the
rabbis say in the midrash, that we will be honored and glory will be given to us because we are seated with
him, Yeshua the Messiah. In addition to this, we read the words to Laodicea in Revelation 3:18-22 which
state the following.

Revelation 3:18-22

3:18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white
garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be
revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 3:19 ‘“Those whom | love,
I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 3:20 ‘Behold, | stand at the door
and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, | will come in to him and will dine
with him, and he with Me. 3:21 “‘He who overcomes, | will grant to him to sit down with Me
on My throne, as | also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 3:22 ‘He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” (NASB)

Note how Laodicea is told to buy refined gold to become rich and have the ability to wear white garments
to cloth the shame of nakedness, and eye salve to anoint the eye so that one may see. This is a reference
to maasim tovim, the white garment is a reference to righteous deeds, and the righteous deeds that are cou-
pled to a pure heart are what enable a man to be able to see God (Matthew 5:8). Revelation 3:21 states for
the one who overcomes, Yeshua will grant for him to sit down with him on his throne. Why do you think
Yeshua would do such a thing for us? The reason is found in the midrash, which states, “Why? Because
they help him carry his burden, and so share with him the praise he receives. But it is not so with the Holy
One blessed be He, for no one helps Him carry His burden.” The idea here is that we are included, we are
raised up with Yeshua, and have the opportunity to sit upon his throne, because we bore the testimony of
faith, and a life lived for the glory of God. We bore the shame and the affliction for choosing righteousness
over wickedness. The midrash states that the Lord God on the other hand does not have anyone to help
Him carry His burden, and Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 4 concludes saying, “You can see that this is true, for
Rabbi Hanina and Rabbi Johanan taught, The angels were created on the second day, so that the nations
of the earth could not say, Michael stood in the north and Gabriel in the south, and together with God they
stretched out the heavens.” The rabbinic understanding of the angels is they were created on the second day
and not on the first, by reason that it was the Lord God in heaven who is the author of creation and He did
not receive the help of anyone else!

Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 6 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10m77 712°7) saying, ““I will praise You,
O Lord my God, with all my heart (Tehillim / Psalms 86:12)...” The homiletic introduction to the midrash
states, ““... that is, with its good Inclination and its evil Inclination, so that there will be no wavering in me
because of them.”” The entire midrash states the following:

Y 970 39 P9B 2%n w7 | Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 6

207 80 .[33:‘7] (53’7) 591 [sl—bx 'ﬂ] TR 6. I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart
Y RMIR 7 K 2PV 02 KT KOW Y17 1K) (Tehillim / Psalms 86:12) that is, with its good Inclina-

S 1597 MK TP Y AN SRR W1 N9% tion and its evil Inclination, so that there will be no wa-
17 17 T x vering in me because of them. Rabbi Aha observed, to

M OWA D712, 7Y W APnY2 NI DORID | what can the words You have delivered my soul from the
2IRWN *WHI NXM *HY 2172 T70M 23 WAR P | lowest hell (Tehillim / Psalms 86:13) allude, except to the

.7°nnn | way of adulterers which, according to Rabbi Yudan, leads
down into the lowest hell.
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The rabbis say that both the Y777 71X and the 21077 71X give praise to the Lord because He is the One to
whom praise is to be given. Both the evil and good inclination of man acknowledges the Lord as the author
of life and mighty. Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 6 concludes saying, ‘““Rabbi Aha observed, to what can the
words You have delivered my soul from the lowest hell (Tehillim / Psalms 86:13) allude, except to the way of
adulterers which, according to Rabbi Yudan, leads down into the lowest hell.”” It is interesting how Rabbi
Aha interprets the meaning of delivering the soul from the lowest hell, as a reference to the Lord delivering
one from the way of the adulterer which leads to the lowest hell. Why does adultery lead one to the lowest
hell? The rabbinic commentary Ein Yaakov has some to say concerning this question.

Ein Yaakov (Glick Edition), Bava Metzia 4:4:

A disciple has taught before R. Nachman b. Isaac: ““He who exposes his neighbor to shame
in public is considered as if he shed blood.” ““Your statement is correct,”” remarked R. Isaac,
“for we see in the man who is exposed to shame in public that the red color of his face dis-
appears and he becomes white.”” Abaye said to R. Dimi: “What is the thing which is strictly
observed in Palestine ?”” And he answered : ““To be careful [not] to make pale the face (i.e.,
putting people to shame) ; for R. Chanina said that all descend to Gehenna, except three. All!
Is it possible? Say thus: All who descend to Gehenna return hence, except the following three
descend and do not return: An adulterer, one who exposes his fellowman to shame in public,
and one who applies vile names to his neighbor.”” But is applying vile names not the same
as exposing his fellowman to shame in public? The former refers even when he was already
used to be named so. Rabba b. Chana said in the name of R. Jochanan: “(Fol. 59) A man
should rather commit adultery than expose his fellowman to shame in public.” Whence is it
inferred? From Raba’s lecture: What is the meaning of the passage (Ps. 35, 15) But when |
halt they rejoice, and gather themselves together; . . . they tear me, and cease not. Thus said
David before the Holy One, praised be He ! “Sovereign of the Universe, it is known and re-
vealed before Thee that if they would tear my flesh the blood would not run. Even when they
are occupied in the study of Negaim and Ahaloth they say to me: ‘David, who is an adulterer,
with what kind of a death must he be punished?’ And | answered them: ‘He is to be hanged:
he, however, has a share in the world to come, but he who exposes his fellowmen to shame
in public has no share in the world to come.””” Mar Zutra b. Tubia in the name of Rab, ac-
cording to others R. Chana b. Bizna in the name of R. Simeon the Pious, and still according
to others, R. Jochanan in the name of R. Simon b. Jochai, said: “It is better that one throw
himself in a burning furnace than expose his fellowman to shame in public. Whence do we
infer it? From the act of Tamar, concerning whom it is written (Gen. 38, 25) When she was
brought forth, she sent to her father-in-law, etc.”

The concepts put forward here is in regard to not exposing another to public shame. Adultery is the act of
the violation of a covenant between a husband and wife, and the Lord God in heaven. Marriage is something
that is performed in public, and with great honor. Adultery breaks up a marriage, and becomes public, caus-
ing public shame. The rabbis believe that this is the act of dishonoring one’s husband or wife, and shame
causes one to become pale in the face, a reference to death, because violating the covenant leads to death,
the death of the love between the two involved. The person who commits adultery descends into hell, and
this 1s compared to slander (Lashon Hara), the evil tongue, the public act of applying vile names to a person,
which brings shame and dishonor. That is how the rabbis connect the sin of Lashon Hara to the sin of Adul-
tery. The commentary concludes with King David and the difficulty of understanding his having committed
adultery while at the same time having a share in the world to come. He exposed his fellow man to shame.

In the conclusion of the midrash ““Rabbi Aha observed, to what can the words You have delivered my
soul from the lowest hell (Tehillim / Psalms 86:13) allude, except to the way of adulterers which, according
to Rabbi Yudan, leads down into the lowest hell.”” The point may be that the Lord God is capable of for-
giving all our sins, with David being used as the example. David did not act in premeditation. He seemed
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to act on the moment, and due to his lusts, he fell short of the command to not commit adultery. The more
difficult text is his premeditation of murdering Uriah, BatSheva’s husband, David ordered him to be slain
with the sword of the children of Ammon.

Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 7 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (>0 12°7) saying, 1P 277 277X 7
W1 WP 23X NTYY V9 “In the verse O God, the proud are risen up against me, and the company of
violent men have sought after my soul (Tehillim / Psalms 86:14),” The Aramaic Targum states, RT7?X T

NPPAPY TN IR KDY WO AN 1OOPNI V9Y 1IMP 11171 86:14 O God, arrogant men have risen against
me, and mighty men have sought my soul; and they have not kept you in front of them. (EMC) The Septua-
gint states, 86:14 0 Bedg mapdavopol EmavésTnoay €n” EUE Kol cuVaY®YT Kpataldv 0\Tnoay Ty Yoy Lov
Kai o0 Tpoifevtd oe évamiov avtdv 86:14 O God, transgressors have risen up against me, and an assembly
of violent men have sought my life; and have not set thee before them. (LXX) The idea is wicked men do
not keep the Lord God in front of them, meaning those who seek David’s life are not obedient to the Torah
command to love your neighbor as yourself, they seek his destruction, and thus are on the path to destruc-
tion themselves, seeking to harm the Lord’s anointed one. The homiletic introduction to the midrash states,
“David was alluding to Doeg and Ahithophel. And the end of the verse, And have not set You before them,
means that David said, What You said to Samuel concerning me, namely, Arise, anoint him; for this is he (1

Samuel 86:15).” Doeg (317) was an Edomite, he was the chief herdsman to King Saul. After parting from
Jonathan, David fled from Saul’s jealous anger and went to Nob. He went to Ahimelech, the High Priest,
claiming to be on a mission sent by King Saul. Ahimelech fed David and his men with the bread of the pres-
ence, and gave David the sword of Goliath. Doeg was present and witnessed Ahimelech’s service to David.
(1 Samuel 21) Later, Saul asked about the whereabouts of David, and Doeg spoke upsaying, “I saw the son
of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub.”” (1 Samuel 22:9) Doeg is mentioned in the MT in
1 Samuel 21-22, where he is described as responsible for the deaths of a large number of priests in Shilo at

the Tabernacle. Ahitophel (?9I11°11X) was a counselor of King David and a man greatly renowned for his
words. At the time of Absalom’s revolt he deserted David and supported the cause of Absalom. (2 Samuel
15:12) David sent his old friend Hushai back to Absalom, in order that he might counteract the counsel of
Ahitophel. (2 Samuel 15:31-37) Ahitophel, seeing that his good advice against David had not been followed
due to Hushai’s influence, correctly predicted that the revolt would fail. He then left the camp of Absalom
at once. He returned to Giloh, his native place, and after setting in order his house, he hanged himself, and
was buried in the sepulcher of his fathers (2 Samuel 17:1-23).
The entire midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 7

7. In the verse O God, the proud are risen up against me, and
the company of violent men have sought after my soul (Tehillim /
Psalms 86:14), David was alluding to Doeg and Ahithophel. And
the end of the verse, And have not set You before them, means that
David said, What You said to Samuel concerning me, namely, Arise,
anoint him; for this is he (1 Samuel 86:15). Rabbi Samuel son of
Nahmani taught, God keeps His patience with the wicked, but fi-
nally turns upon them and makes them pay; God keeps His mercy
from the righteous, but finally bestows goodness and ease in plenty
upon them. Rabbi Aha said in the name of Rabbi Tanhum son of
Hiyya, God is patient during the long time He does not make a
man pay, but once He begins to make him pay, He makes him pay
in full. And during the long time God is patient, He puts His anger
far off, as is said, They come from a far country, from the end of
heaven, the Lord and the weapons of His indignation, to destroy the
whole land (Isaiah 13:5). A parable of a king who had two savage
legions, whenever a province rebelled against him, he sent them
into it, and they went and laid waste to it. What did the king finally
do? He sent two legions far away from him, saying, | send them
far away from me so that they cannot ravage the provinces. Rabbi
Berechiah said in the name of Rabbi Levi, Likewise, the angel that
is given care of God’s anger is far off, as is said, They come from
a far country. For the Holy One blessed be He, said, When | am
angry with My children, even as anger approaches to ravage them,
the children of Israel come and bow down before Me, and | receive
them, and I, if one is permitted to impute such words to God, rethink
Myself. Rabbi Isaac said, Not only does god put the weapons of
His indignation far off. No, more, He keeps them locked up, for
it is said, The Lord has opened His armory, and has brought forth
the weapons of His indignation (Jeremiah 50:25). But before God
unlocks His armory, and before He thrusts with the weapons, He,
long-suffering, rethinks Himself, if one may be permitted to speak
thus of God.

The rabbis make the comparison of Doeg and Ahimelech with David and say, “Rabbi Samuel son of
Nahmani taught, God keeps His patience with the wicked, but finally turns upon them and makes them pay;
God keeps His mercy from the righteous, but finally bestows goodness and ease in plenty upon them.” This
clarifies the actions of the Lord in heaven, that the Lord is patient for the purpose of allowing a man to per-
form Teshuvah and to turn back to His ways of righteousness and truth. The rabbis tell a parable to illustrate
their point saying the following:

A parable of a king who had two savage legions, whenever a province rebelled against him, he
sent them into it, and they went and laid waste to it. What did the king finally do? He sent two
legions far away from him, saying, | send them far away from me so that they cannot ravage
the provinces.

This illustrates the way in which the Lord waits, sending his wrath far off, this is paralleled to the legion of
warriors the king would send to the rebellious province. The concept here is of a province that lives in a
state of continual rebellion before the Lord. This illustrates for us the mercy of God should not lead us to a
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continued state of rebellion, and that God’s mercy should not lead to the belief that the Lord is not watching
our actions. We need to be very aware that the Lord is merciful and patiently waits on us to seek Him and
His ways, to turn for sin, and to believe in His Messiah Yeshua. The rabbis also draw a parallel to the an-
gle the Lord uses to bring punishment upon the rebellious. This may be a reference to the Torah, Parashat
Beshalach (Shemot / Exodus 13:17-17:16) and the angel of death. Midrash Tehillim 68, Part 7 concludes
saying, “Rabbi Isaac said, Not only does god put the weapons of His indignation far off. No, more, He keeps
them locked up, for it is said, The Lord has opened His armory, and has brought forth the weapons of His
indignation (Jeremiah 50:25). But before God unlocks His armory, and before He thrusts with the weapons,
He, long-suffering, rethinks Himself, if one may be permitted to speak thus of God.” This midrash clearly
describes the Lord as merciful, and His mercy leads to long-suffering in the sense that He does not bring His
wrath immediately, but allows a period of time for His people to turn from their sins.

Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 8 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (°1n%7 12°7) saying, “O turn unto me,
and have mercy upon me (Tehillim / Psalms 86:16).”” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Da-
vid said, Master of the universe, turn away from all Your concerns, and turn unto me.” The entire midrash
states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 8

8. O turnunto me, and have mercy upon me (Tehillim/ Psalms
86:16). David said, Master of the universe, turn away from
all Your concerns, and turn unto me. Work in my behalf a
sign for good (Tehillim / Psalms 86:17) upon Ahithophel; for
You Lord, through Hushai the Archite, has helped me, and
through the prophet Nathan have comforted me, he having
said to me, The Lord also has put away your sin; you will not
die (2 Samuel 12:13). Another comment, Work in my behalf
a sign for good alludes to Jacob. Thus, Jacob said, Work in
my behalf a sign for good upon Esau and his chiefs; for you
Lord, through Rachel, has helped me, and through Joseph
has comforted me. Another comment, At the time when the
crimson strap hung at the entrance to the Temple, if the strap
turned white, the children of Israel knew that their prayer
was hard, even though the nations of the earth kept saying
that the children of Israel were not forgiven. For You Lord,
have helped me with New Year’s Day, and have comforted me
with the Day of Atonement, of which it is said, For on this day
will atonement be made for you (Vayikra / Leviticus 16:30).

The midrash gives various examples asking the Lord for a sign to know that He is with David, mean-
ing that the Lord God is working on behalf of David to help him overcome his enemies. Midrash Rabbah
Bereshit, Parashat 9, Part 7 has the following to say what is good.
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Midrash Rabbah Bereishit, Parashat 9, Part 7
Rabbi Nahman said in Rabbi Samuel’s name: ‘Behold, it was good’ refers to the Good De-
sire; ‘And behold, it was very good’ refers to the Evil Desire. (It only says “very good’ after
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man was created with both the good and bad inclinations, in all other cases it only says ‘and
God saw that it was good’) Can then the Evil Desire be very good? That would be extraordi-
nary! But without the Evil Desire, however, no man would build a house, take a wife, beget
children or conduct business; and thus said Solomon: ‘Again, I considered all labour and all
excelling in work, that it is a man’s rivalry with his neighbour.” (Ecclesiastes 4:4).

The rabbis comment upon the creation account saying the good is a reference to both the Yetzer Hara and
the Tetzer Hatov. The point is that the Lord created man with both the good and the evil inclinations, but
man is to be careful not to allow the evil inclination to overcome the good inclination as the nations do who
come against David and Israel. Avot d’Rabbi Natan 16 states, “The yetzer hara is 13 years older than the
yetzer hatov. While still in the mother’s womb, the yetzer hara begins to develop in a person. If he begins
to violate the Sabbath, nothing stops him. If he commits murder, nothing stops him. If he goes off to another
sin, nothing stops him. But 13 years later, the yetzer hatov is born. When he violates the Sabbath, it rebukes
him, “Airhead [literally: “empty one”]! Don’t you know it says ‘Everyone who violates it will surely be put
to death’ (Exodus 31:14)?” If he is about to commit murder, it rebukes him, “Airhead! Don’t you know it
says ‘“Whoever sheds a man’s blood, by man will his blood be shed’ (Genesis 9:6)?”” If he is about to engage
in a sexual sin, it rebukes him, ““Airhead! Don’t you know it says ‘Both the adulterer and the adulteress will
surely be put to death’ (Leviticus 20:10)?”” Both the good and the bad inclinations of a man are what moti-
vate him to have the desire to serve God, and to seek prosperity for himself (e.g. build a house, take a wife,
beget children, conduct business, etc). The evil inclination however causes a man to seek things that lead
to sin and rebellion.

The sign for good Midrash Tehillim 86 is speaking of, is not for the purpose of proving God exists or as
proof to have faith. The idea is that David is seeking the Lord God for His help in prayer, and he continues
doing so. He has faith the Lord will work a miracle to help him overcome his enemies. Asking the Lord for
a sign for good in answered prayer is not a matter of the lack of faith. Midrash Tehillim 86, Part 8 concludes
saying, “For You Lord, have helped me with New Year’s Day, and have comforted me with the Day of Atone-
ment, of which it is said, For on this day will atonement be made for you (Vayikra / Leviticus 16:30).” We
take comfort in the Lord’s salvation and the atonement that has been provided for us in the Messiah Yeshua.
Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We Praise Your Holy Name! Thank You Lord for equipping us to live our lives for Your glory. Thank
You for the joy you have placed in our hearts to serve you and to live our lives for you. We thank You for
the promises You have made and Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Thank You Lord
for giving us the faith to believe in Yeshua the Messiah and for always calling our hearts back to You Lord!
Please have mercy on us, forgive us for our sins. We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we
may enter into the covenant of peace that You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith,
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!
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Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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