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Seeking Forgiveness from Moral Impurity

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 34:1-22, the opening verses states -NX iN1AY2 1177 X
S22 NI 920°2R 2197 V0 Of David. When he pretended to be insane before Abimelek, who drove him
away, and he left. (NASB) providing the context for Tehillim / Psalms 34. David praises the Lord saying
TIT2 973 T AMRW DI WHY? Wl 97anA AT 3 93 IN7TA TR NY-222 AIM-NY M2 2
2700 AW 703N AR 341 1 will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
34:2 My soul will make its boast in the Lord; The humble will hear it and rejoice. 34:3 O magnify the Lord
with me, And let us exalt His name together. (NASB) He says the reason for the praise that he gives to the
Lord is R °I¥ 71 7 209M-5K 07°397 17731 PR 12T ) 190%T ONINAN-22m3 1y MI-NR CAYT 0
VWi PRINg-92m3 YW 1IN 34:4 1 sought the Lord, and He answered me, And delivered me from all my
fears. 34:5 They looked to Him and were radiant, And their faces will never be ashamed. 34:6 This poor
man cried, and the Lord heard him And saved him out of all his troubles. (NASB) The kind of answer and
deliverance is based upon the Lord encamping around those who fear Him (7ehillim / Psalms 34:7, 730 1
1070 PRY? 2020 AYT-IX0R). David says 34:8 O taste and see that the Lord is good; How blessed is the
man who takes refuge in Him! 34:9 O fear the Lord, you His saints, For to those who fear Him there is no
want. 34:10 The young lions do lack and suffer hunger,; But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of
any good thing. 34:11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. (NASB) By
experience, David believes our days are numbered by the Lord saying Q%7 27X 0%7 yo03 UR3-D 2
Y T0 AT mb@f YR 2I0-0wY1 VIR 0 0 R0 0270 30O ¥ :IJW/b X1 7 .mNWj?
ONYIW-2R VIR DR TX-0R V0 34:12 Who is the man who desires life And loves length of days that he
may see good? 34:13 Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit. 34:14 Depart from
evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 34:15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous And His
ears are open to their cry. (NASB) whereas :0727 YIND N°1237 Y7 W2 M %30 1° 34:16 The face of the
Lord is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from the earth. (NASB) David says the Lord will cut
off memory of them like He did to Amalek in Parashat Beshalach (Shemot / Exodus 13:17-17:16). David
concludes saying :12 D°QN3-72 MWK X?) 172y W03 M 7799 32 34:22 The Lord redeems the soul of
His servants, And none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned. (NASB)
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STIMA 1207

34:4 g€l tno 0 TOV KOPLOV KoL EMKOVGEY
HOV KOl €K TOO®V TAV TOPOIKIDY OV
€ppOoatd e 34:5 tpocérfute TpOgadTOV
Kol oTicOnTE KOl T0 TPOCOTA VUDY 0V
un katoauoyvvlfi 34:6 odtog 6 mTmYOC
éékpalev Kol O kOplog eionkovoey
adTod Kol €K TAG®V TAV OAMyEDY adTOD
gomoev ovtov 34:7 mapepParel dyyelog
Koplov KUKA® TAOV QOPOLUEVOV OOTOV
Kol pvoetat avtovg 34:8 yevcoohe kol
idete 6Tl YPNOTOG O KOPLOG LOKAPLOG
avnp 0g érmilet €n’ avtdv 34:9 oPfndnte
TOV KOpov ol dywor ovtod 6Tl ovK
gottv  Dotépnpo 1ol eofovuévolg
avtov  34:10 mAovolol  EMTOYELGOV
kol émeivooay ol 8¢ Ex{nrodvieg TOV
KOplov  oVK  EAaTTO®ONCOVTOL TTOVTOG
ayaBod Swyaripa 34:11 dedte Tékva
akovoaté pov eofov Kupiov SBAE®
vudg 34:12 tig éotv GvBpmmog 6 OE @V
Comv  dyam®dv Muépog 10elv  dayabdg
34:13 mavoov TV YADCGAV GOv Amo
Kkakod Kol yeidn cov tod un AoAfjcor
dolov 34:14 Ekkhvov amd KokoD Kol
moinocov ayafov {tmoov eipivnv kol
dim&ov advtv 34:15 6¢0Baipol kvpiov
émi Skaiovg kol dToL ovTOd €i¢ Sénov
avtdv 34:16 mpoécmmov 8¢ Kkvpiov Emi
motoUvTog Kakd Tod £Eodedpedoat €k yijg
0 pvnuocvvov avt@v 34:17 gxékpaav
ol dikatol kol O KVPLOg eionKoveeY
adTOV Kol €K TAc®V TOV OAMYEDY 0OTOV
éppvoato avtovg 34:18 £yydg Kvplog
TOIG GUVTETPYUEVOLG TNV Kopdiov Kol
TOVG TOTELVOVG TG TVELATL GOGEL 34:19
moAdal ail OAiyelg TV dwkaiov Kol €k
Tac®V adTOV pvoetar ovtovg 34:20
KOPLOG PLUAACCEL TAVTO, TO OGTA AVTAV
g&v €& autdv ob ocvvrpiPrioetor 34:21
0dvatog auapTOAGY ToVNPOg Kol ol
HeodVTEG TOV SKALOV TATUUEAGOVGLY
34:22 MtpdGETAL KOPLOG YOG SOVAMY
odTOd Kol 00 U TANUUEANCOOLY TAVTEG
ot é\milovteg &’ avTdHV

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 34:1-22, the opening verses states iNw2 M77 X
S22 W 900N C107 WaYV-NR Of David. When he pretended to be insane before Abimelek, who
drove him away, and he left. (NASB) providing the context for Tehillim / Psalms 34. What just occurred in
David’s history was to determine whether Saul was for or against him. In / Samuel 20.:35-42, David met
with Jonathan in the field and Jonathan (Saul’s son) told him that his father’s heart was set against him to
kill him. Jonathan and David wept together, and David left from there and went to the Tabernacle and met
with Ahimelech, obtained consecrated bread from the priest for his men to eat and was given the sword of
Goliath. The Scriptures say in / Samuel 21:7 Now one of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained
before the Lord; and his name was Doeg the Edomite, the chief of Saul's shepherds. (NASB) What does it
mean that he was “detained before the Lord?” Doeg reported to Saul what David had done. David lied to
the priest that he was under the king’s orders and was on a mission for the king (/ Samuel 21:8-9). We then
read that David arose up and fled from Saul and went to the Philistines, Achish king of Gath.
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Tehillim / Psalms 34

Of David. When he pretended to be insane
before Abimelek, who drove him away,
and he left. 34:1 I will bless the Lord at
all times; His praise shall continually be
in my mouth. 34:2 My soul will make its
boast in the Lord; The humble will hear
it and rejoice. 34:3 O magnify the Lord
with me, And let us exalt His name to-
gether. 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He
answered me, And delivered me from all
my fears. 34:5 They looked to Him and
were radiant, And their faces will never
be ashamed. 34:6 This poor man cried,
and the Lord heard him And saved him
out of all his troubles. 34:7 The angel of
the Lord encamps around those who fear
Him, And rescues them. 34:8 O taste and
see that the Lord is good; How blessed is
the man who takes refuge in Him! 34:9 O
fear the Lord, you His saints; For to those
who fear Him there is no want. 34:10 The
young lions do lack and suffer hunger;
But they who seek the Lord shall not be
in want of any good thing. 34:11 Come,
you children, listen to me; I will teach you
the fear of the Lord. 34:12 Who is the
man who desires life And loves length of
days that he may see good? 34:13 Keep
your tongue from evil And your lips from
speaking deceit. 34:14 Depart from evil
and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.
34:15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the
righteous And His ears are open to their
cry. 34:16 The face of the Lord is against
evildoers, To cut off the memory of them
from the earth. 34:17 The righteous cry,
and the Lord hears And delivers them out
of all their troubles. 34:18 The Lord is
near to the brokenhearted And saves those
who are crushed in spirit. 34:19 Many
are the afflictions of the righteous, But
the Lord delivers him out of them all.
34:20 He keeps all his bones, Not one of
them is broken. 34:21 Evil shall slay the
wicked, And those who hate the righteous
will be condemned. 34:22 The Lord re-
deems the soul of His servants, And none
of those who take refuge in Him will be
condemned. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 34

34:1 Of David, when he disguised his in-
telligence before Abimelech, who dis-
missed him, and he left. 34:2 1 will bless
the Lord at all times, his praise is always in
my mouth. 34:3 My soul makes her boast
in the word of the Lord; the humble will
hear and rejoice. 34:4 Ascribe greatness in
the presence of the Lord with me, and we
will exalt his name together. 34:5 T sought
instruction from the presence of the Lord
and he answered me; and from all my fears
he delivered me. 34:6 They looked toward
him and received light; and their faces were
not dismayed. 34:7 This poor one prayed;
in the presence of the Lord it was heard,
and he redeemed him from all his troubles.
34:8 The angel of the Lord encamps around
those who fear him, and he saved them. 34:9
Recognize and see that the Lord is good;
happy the man who has placed his trust in
his word. 34:10 Have fear in the presence
of the Lord, O you his holy ones; for there
is nothing lacking to those who fear him.
34:11 The sons of the lion became poor
and were hungry; but those who seek the
instruction of the Lord lack no good thing.
34:12 Come, children, receive [teaching]
from me; I will teach you the fear of the
Lord. 34:13 Who is the man who seeks
life, loves days in order to see good? 34:14
Guard your tongue from evil, and your lips
from speaking deceit. 34:15 Turn from
evil and do good; seek peace and pursue
after it. 34:16 The eyes of the Lord are to-
ward the righteous; and his ears, to receive
their prayer. 34:17 The face of the Lord is
wrathful against evildoers, to expunge their
memory from the earth. 34:18 The righ-
teous pray, and it is heard in the presence of
the Lord; and from all their trouble he has
delivered them. 34:19 The Lord is near to
the broken-hearted; and the lowly in spirit
he will redeem. 34:20 Many evils encoun-
ter the righteous man; and from all of them
the Lord delivers him. 34:21 He protects all
his limbs; not one of them is broken. 34:22
The death of the wicked is bad, and those
who hate the righteous man will be con-
demned. 34:23 The Lord redeems the soul
of his servants; and none who hope in his
word are condemned. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 34

A Psalm of David, when he changed his
countenance before Abimelech; and he
let him go, and he departed. 34:1 T will
bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall
be continually in my mouth. 34:2 My
soul shall boast herself in the Lord: let
the meek hear, and rejoice. 34:3 Magnify
ye the Lord with me, and let us exalt his
name together. 34:4 I sought the Lord dil-
igently, and he hearkened to me, and de-
livered me from all my sojournings. 34:5
Draw near to him, and be enlightened:
and your faces shall not by any means be
ashamed. 34:6 This poor man cried, and
the Lord hearkened to him, and delivered
him out of all his afflictions. 34:7 The an-
gel of the Lord will encamp round about
them that fear him, and will deliver them.
34:8 Taste and see that the Lord is good:
blessed is the man who hopes in him. 34:9
Fear the Lord, all ye his saints: for there is
no want to them that fear him. 34:10 The
rich have become poor and hungry: but
they that seek the Lord diligently shall not
want any good thing. Pause. 34:11 Come,
ye children, hear me: I will teach you the
fear of the Lord. 34:12 What man is there
that desires life, loving to see good days?
34:13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy
lips from speaking guile. 34:14 Turn away
from evil, and do good; seek peace, and
pursue it. 34:15 The eyes of the Lord are
over the righteous, and his ears are open
to their prayer: 34:16 but the face of the
Lord is against them that do evil, to de-
stroy their memorial from the earth. The
righteous cried, and the Lord hearkened
to them, 34:17 and delivered them out of
all their afflictions. 34:18 The Lord is near
to them that are of a contrite heart; and
will save the lowly in spirit. 34:19 Many
are the afflictions of the righteous: but out
of them all Lord will deliver them. 34:20
He keeps all their bones: not one of them
shall be broken. 34:21 The death of sin-
ners is evil: and they that hate righteous-
ness will go wrong. 34:22 The Lord will
redeem the souls of his servants: and none
of those that hope in him shall go wrong.
(LXX)

It is interesting that Gath was the biblical city and home of Goliath (/ Samuel 17:4, 23). David received the
sword of Goliath and took it too the king and city of Goliath. Wouldn’t David had been unpopular in the city
of Goliath? One would think that would not be the first place to go to when fleeing from Saul. Gath means
“wine press,” and is one of the five royal cities of the Philistines; (Joshua 13:3, 1 Samuel 6:17). According
to Smith’s Bible Dictionary, a 19" century Bible dictionary named after the editor William Smith (1813-
1893), “Gath probably stood upon the hill now called Tell-es-Safieh, upon the side of the plain of Philistia,
at the foot of the mountains of Judah, 10 miles east of Ashdod, and about the same distance south by east
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of Ekron. It is irregular in form, and about 200 feet high. Gath occupied a strong position, (2 Chronicles
11:8) on the border of Judah and Philistia, (1 Samuel 21:10, 1 Chronicles 18:1) and from its strength and
resources forming the key of both countries, it was the scene of frequent struggles, and was often captured
and recaptured. (2 Kings 12:17, 2 Chronicles 11:8, 26:6, Amos 6:2). The ravages of war to which Gath was
exposed appear to have destroyed it at a comparatively early period, as it is not mentioned among the other
royal cities by the later prophets. (Zephaniah 2:4, Zechariah 9:5, 6).” So, David fled to Achish king of Gath
according to / Samuel 21:10-22:2.

1 Samuel 21:10-22:2

21:10 Then David arose and fled that day from Saul, and went to Achish king of Gath. 21:11
But the servants of Achish said to him, ‘Is this not David the king of the land? Did they not
sing of this one as they danced, saying, ‘Saul has slain his thousands, And David his ten
thousands’?’ 21:12 David took these words to heart and greatly feared Achish king of Gath.
21:13 So he disguised his sanity before them, and acted insanely in their hands, and scrib-
bled on the doors of the gate, and let his saliva run down into his beard. 21:14 Then Achish
said to his servants, ‘Behold, you see the man behaving as a madman. Why do you bring him
to me? 21:15 ‘Do I lack madmen, that you have brought this one to act the madman in my
presence? Shall this one come into my house?’ 22:1 So David departed from there and es-
caped to the cave of Adullam; and when his brothers and all his fathers household heard of
it, they went down there to him. 22:2 Everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was
in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him, and he became captain over
them. Now there were about four hundred men with him. (NASB)
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According to the Masoretic text we read that David pretended to be insane (YY), “faste, flavor, salt, savor”)
before Abimelek who drove him away and he left. The Aramaic Targum states that David disguised his
intelligence before Abimelek, and the Septuagint states that he changed his countenance before Abimelech.

Masoretic Text
F2LITEN 7238 °197 yu-ny nTwa MYy X
Tehillim / Psalms 34:1 Of David. When he pretended to be insane before Abimelek, who
drove him away, and he left. (NASB)
Aramaic Targum

:DTRY 790DY TOMCAR QTP VTR N IW 7D TIT? N
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Tehillim / Psalms 34:1 Of David, when he disguised his intelligence before Abimelech, who
dismissed him, and he left. (EMC)

Septuagint (Greek)

34:1 t® dowd omdte NAAoimcev 10 TPOS®TOV aVTOD Evavtiov afueley kol anéAvcey avTdv
Kol arnABev

Tehillim / Psalms 34:1 A Psalm of David, when he changed his countenance before Abimel-
ech; and he let him go, and he departed. (LXX)

It is interesting that the words used in the Masoretic text David said that Abimelek drove him away with the
forcefulness of being “divorced” (3WII) because David lost his savor, as in salt loosing its saltiness, he
essentially changed his taste, meaning to act as if he had lost the power of distinguishing between objects, or
right and wrong. So the king divorced him, drove him away from his presence. Note how the Aramaic Tar-
gum translates as 1°V72 N °IW “changed his knowledge, ” suggesting that he had changed his intelligence
before Abimelek to appear mentally and emotionally dumb. The Targum then says that Abimelek caused
them to be separated (77°709) and David left (TXY). The Septuagint states that he fAAoimcev 10 npdcomOV
avtod “changed his face or countenance” before Abimelek and so the rabbis who translated the Septuagint
suggest that David distorted his face so as to appear insane. Since Abimelek thought him to be insane, David
believed that the Lord had shown favor upon him to escape and thus the Lord saved David in this situation.
Do you think it is possible that the Lord can make a person think or behave in a particular way? Can you
think of any examples where this takes place? The Scriptures do state that it is possible for the Lord to move
in the hearts of men, even unsaved men for His purposes and to save His people.

David continues and praises the Lord saying 717°2 3 :°92 iN770 70 N¥-222 71-N8 72728 2
7T AW NI AR AR 19T T MW 00y WY W01 99ann 34:1 I will bless the Lord at all
times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 34:2 My soul will make its boast in the Lord; The hum-
ble will hear it and rejoice. 34:3 O magnify the Lord with me, And let us exalt His name together. (NASB)
The Aramaic Targum and Septuagint say the following:

Aramaic Targum

Tehillim / Psalms 34:2-4

34.:2 I'will bless the Lord at all times, his praise is always in my mouth. 34:3 My soul makes
her boast in the word of the Lord; the humble will hear and rejoice. 34:4 Ascribe greatness
in the presence of the Lord with me, and we will exalt his name together. (EMC)

WO MANWN N2V TITPT X2 3 1192 7P NNAWIN RIPTN 1TV 952 700 N TR 2
SRTAD AW O Y AT OTP XM 12T T TN RINNDY YR

Septuagint (Greek)

Tehillim / Psalms 34:2-4

34:1 I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall be continually in my mouth. 34:2 My
soul shall boast herself'in the Lord: let the meek hear, and rejoice. 34:3 Magnify ye the Lord
with me, and let us exalt his name together. (LXX)

34:1 1® davd omdte NALolwoey 10 mpdosmmov avtod &vovtiov afiuerey Kol dmélvcev
aOTOV Kol AmRABev (2) eDAOYNOW® TOV KVUPLOV &V TavTL Kap@d 010 TovTOg 1 oivestlg ovtod
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&v 1® otopati pov 34:2 €v 1@ Kuple EmavesONGETOL 1] YUY LOV AKOVCATMOGOV TPAETS Kol
evppavinTooay 34:3ueyaldvate TOV KOPLOV GOV EHol Kol VYOGmUEY TO dvopa avTod Eml T0
avTtd

The Aramaic Targum and Septuagint say essentially the same thing, David blesses the Lord always, his
praises will be continually in his mouth, his soul boasts in the Lord, he hears and rejoices and magnifies the
Lord and His name. It is interesting, studying these three verses, Tehillim / Psalms 34:3 from the Masoretic
text states MW DY WHYO WD D900R 711’2 X “in the Lord (the name, HaShem) praise my soul,
they listen, the humble, and they rejoice.” The humble listening, praising, and rejoicing reminds us of the
Lord speaking to Moshe in Parashat Shemot (Shemot / Exodus 1:1-6:1). The verses from Shemot / Exodus
4:1-8 details the signs Moshe was to perform before Pharaoh and his servants and also before the elders of
the Children of Israel, (i) the staff turned into a snake and (ii) his hand being covered with Tzaraat. These
signs were given him because Moshe asks the Lord what if the people do not believe him. The Lord gives
Moshe these signs, and states in 4:8 saying 7?7 310871 TWRT DRT %P5 wnth K21 77 10082 892-08 10
10X DR that if they do not believe the first one, they will listen on performing the second sign of his
hand being covered with Tzaraat. If we think about this for a moment, the power to transform one’s hand
to be covered in Tzaraat and then to heal the hand is something only God could do. The magicians who
worked for Pharaoh would not have even attempted to cause their hand to be covered in Tzaraat because
the next task would be to heal their own hand which is something they would not have been able to do. As
a result of this, the rabbis determined that the sign of the Messiah would be that He would come and heal
one of Tzaraat, this would be proof positive that the Messiah had come. The Rabbi’s of the Talmud (Bavli
Sanhedrin 98a-b) ask the question “The Messiah what is his name?” and their response is “The Leprous
one, those of the house of Rabbi the sick one as it is said surely he has bore our sicknesses.’” It is also
written in Daf Sanhedrin “The suffering scholar of Rabbi’s house” (referring to the Leper Scholar) as the
name of the Messiah. It is recognized in Rabbinic Judaism that the Messiah must be afflicted and familiar
with suffering. The point here is that it was not believed the Messiah would be literally stricken with Tzaraat
but that a connection is being made between the healing of Tzaraat and the true Messiah. The healing of a
person with Tzaraat was understood as being the sign that the Messiah had come. The Messiah would have
compassion on the person who is unclean and then make him or her clean and in right standing before God.
This is what we find in the Apostolic Writings, Yeshua is described as having compassion for the Metzora
(the person with Tzaraat) and heals them (see Luke 5:12-14). According to the Rabbinic literature, the ap-
pearance of Tzaraat was the physical effect of sin in one’s life. It was a spiritual disease that was to be kept
in check. To avoid Tzaraat we must avoid slander and baseless hatred. Note in the Psalm David is speaking
of being humble, having the praises of the Lord upon his lips always, and singing of the great works the Lord
has done. These things are opposite of the one who slanders with baseless hatred. The concept was that
the spiritual sores that we have on the inside must be immediately treated unless something worse would
happen and the spiritual would manifest itself in our physical bodies. We must learn to forgive and let go of
judgment and hatred towards others. This understanding is derived from Bamidbar / Numbers 12:1-2 and
the reason Miriam was cursed with Tzaraat P37 WX MW7 TWRT NITR-2Y YN 1108 09 027 X
ST YUY N27 112-03 KO I 127 AYRI-TIX P MR 2 :RY 1D TYR-"3 Bamidbar / Numbers
12:1 Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had married (for
he had married a Cushite woman); 12:2 and they said, ‘Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses?
Has He not spoken through us as well?’ And the Lord heard it. (NASB) The Scriptures continue saying in

Bamidbar / Numbers 12:9-11 19°1 X% NYIXR 02 737 2087 592 99 1307 ° 920102 717 AR-00) v
YR PRI WK DR LY NWD KI-DR OTTR 02 IWN-DR IR MR XY NYIND 037 20208 TN
NIRUG 12:9 So the anger of the Lord burned against them and He departed. 12:10 But when the cloud
had withdrawn from over the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, as white as snow. As Aaron turned toward

Miriam, behold, she was leprous. 12:11 Then Aaron said to Moses, ‘Oh, my lord, I beg you, do not account
this sin to us, in which we have acted foolishly and in which we have sinned. (NASB) Moshe cried out to the
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Lord saying “please heal her, oh God, I pray!” (Bamidbar / Numbers 12:13) The humble listening, praising,
and rejoicing was the purpose of the signs, to humble the people and Pharaoh, to listen to the Lord (i.e. the
second sign) and to praise the Lord.

In Parashat Shemot, the Hebrew text says that if they do not “listen to the voice” (997 W) of
the first; they will believe the voice (1IR3 DX P75 31°M80)) of the one that follows. Note that thinking
Hebraically the performing of the sign before the people, the sign itself acts as a voice the people are to
listen to, illustrating the importance on how we live our lives. The signs spoke as a witness of the glory and
power of God. (Shemot / Exodus 4:8 ‘If they will not believe you or heed the witness of the first sign, they
may believe the witness of the last sign. NASB). The English translation translated “voice” as “witness”
in the NASB. The Aramaic translation (Targum Onkelos) agrees with the Hebrew text 1117°3} N? av
RN ROR 2R7 1030 ARNTR ROR 2R7 119220 RY) 77 saying that if they do not believe the first one they
will believe the one that follows. The point of these Scriptures from the Psalm that say 77>-NX 72728 2
AT AW AR AR Y7 1973 T 0w 0Oy WY W1 D9InR 7102 3 0092 in2IR Tonn ny-222
34:1 I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 34:2 My soul will make
its boast in the Lord; The humble will hear it and rejoice. 34:3 O magnify the Lord with me, And let us exalt
His name together. (NASB) According to the Scriptures, the Lord has worked wonders and miracles for our
fathers throughout history, and looking back upon our own lives we are able ti give a testimony how the
Lord is working in our lives. We can agree with David that our Souls boast in the Lord, we are humbled for
the Lord is awesome in His power, and we can magnify the Lord and exalt His name because of who He is,
the Righteous Rock of our Salvation.

David continues and gives reason for his praises to the Lord saying ~2211 *13¥1 737-NX AYIT 1

YW PRINR-22m3 VAW M R W AT T N9M-0R 070397 1001) PIR 02T 1 01087 NI 34:4
1 sought the Lord, and He answered me, And delivered me from all my fears. 34:5 They looked to Him and
were radiant, And their faces will never be ashamed. 34:6 This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him And
saved him out of all his troubles. (NASB) The rabbis say in the Targum Pseudo Jonathan, 1978 n°van
T QTP ORX ROV PT T 2XY KD ORI 1NN 772017 19200KR 1 007 0¥D SNDT Do 21wy i oTp 1n

SPID NPY 9311 VOIW 34:5 1 sought instruction from the presence of the Lord and he answered me; and
from all my fears he delivered me. 34:6 They looked toward him and received light; and their faces were not
dismayed. 34:7 This poor one prayed; in the presence of the Lord it was heard, and he redeemed him from
all his troubles. (EMC) Tt is interesting that David says in the Masoretic text ~2273 °33¥) 711-NX *AYIT 1
219°%7 "IN 34:4 1 sought the Lord, and He answered me, And delivered me from all my fears. (NASB)
and he uses the word P77 meaning when used as a verb “I seek, look for, interpret” and as a noun the
word is used to reference the interpretation of the holy scriptures. The rabbis pick up on this in the Aramaic
translation and say 197X N°YaN “to seek or inquire of instruction” from the presence of the Lord. In the
Psalms, David gives a significant amount of commentary on the topic of sin and the Torah lists for us those
sins that separate us from the Lord. Solomon said in Mishley / Proverbs 21:2-3 130 1°1°¥2 W ¥OR 777-922
MY N2 21:2 Every man's way is right in his own eyes, But the Lord weighs the hearts. (NASB) Mishley
/ Proverbs 21:3 which explains to us that the Lord God weighs our hearts saying “7o do righteousness and
Jjustice is desired by the Lord more than sacrifice.” Concerning sin in David’s life, the Lord saw his sin
and He knows everything about him. God also sees our hearts and knows everything about us, nothing is
hidden from Him. David realized, while writing his Psalm in 7ehillim / Psalms 51, the significance of sin
and actually hearing from the Lord. In the beginning of Psalm 51, David uses three words for sin in the
first few verses, "W meaning “crime, sin, offense, felony, transgression, ” 1397 from the root 111V meaning
“sin, crime, offence, evil,” and the word *NRWVIA from the root XU meaning “sin, fault, offence, sinfulness,
ungodliness, crime.” In David’s confession of his sin, he used three words asking for forgiveness, 77972

from the root word 701 meaning “grace, mercy,” 71117 from the root word Q77 meaning “fo have mercy,
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compassion,” and °1923 from the root word 022 meaning “fo wash.” In David’s use of these three words
to describe his sin, "YU is a reference to his external guilt in sin, whereas 1397 and *NXWIMI are referring
to the internal state. He says that in his heart he did not exercise justice (V3%7) and righteousness (7R7X)
before God and before others. He committed murder. The greatness of this external and internal unclean-
ness excluded him from worshiping in God’s presence. Only a complete eradication of his sin will restore
him into fellowship with the Lord and to His presence. As a result, David seeks the internal cleansing that
is accomplished only by the grace and mercy of God as understood according to the Hebrew text on the use

of the words 77073 and 7> and then to be cleansed externally by the purifying waters by the phrase “fo
wash” (°1922) me from my sins. This is emphasized in David’s statement in 7ehillim / Psalms 51:4 in the
Hebrew Bible, (note it is 5/:2 in the English Bible) 21770 *NXWEZI 1Y% 21023 [277] 7277 by the word
°170V meaning “cleanse me’ in the sense of ritual purity. David realizes that sinning against Bathsheba and
against Uriah is synonymous with sinning against God. He then confirms the Lord’s righteous judgment
against sin and God’s desire for righteousness in His people (ZJ¥%7 Wy 3°1°v2 ¥77) °nRun | 9727 79
VOV 121N 7272 PIXN) in Tehillim / Psalms 51:6. When going before the Lord seeking instruction from
His presence, consequentially we need to seek forgiveness of sins prior to seeking counsel in His presence.
When David said :°17°%17 07332213 2239 730-N8 AWNT 11 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He answered
me, And delivered me from all my fears. (NASB) he had obviously sought the Lord for the forgiveness of his
sins and the Lord had indeed forgiven him and answered him. He can and does do the same for us today.

David continues saying the Lord encamps around those who fear Him (7ehillim / Psalms 34:7, Tl
:0XPM PRYY 2020 AIT-I89R 1IN). And says 34:8 O taste and see that the Lord is good; How blessed is
the man who takes refuge in Him! 34:9 O fear the Lord, you His saints; For to those who fear Him there is
no want. 34:10 The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want
of any good thing. 34:11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. (NASB) The
Apostle Peter wrote in [ Peter 2:3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. (NASB) appearing to draw a
parallel to Tehillim / Psalms 34:8 O taste and see that the Lord is good; How blessed is the man who takes
refuge in Him! (NASB) By experience, David believes our days are numbered by the Lord saying ->n  3°
W2 230-TWYI YN M0 I 0N 0277 ROV ¥ 1Y TX1 70 1230 NIRT? 0O 20X 00 7ONT WORT
DNVIW-8 VIR DOROTE-O8 T OPY 0 DTN DI 3412 Who is the man who desires life And loves
length of days that he may see good? 34:13 Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit.
34:14 Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 34:15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the
righteous And His ears are open to their cry. (NASB) whereas :0797 Y87 NO207 v 5wva mim o o
34:16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from the earth. (NASB) The
Apostle Peter also wrote the following in His epistle saying, I Peter 3:10 For, ‘The one who desires life, to
love and see good days, Must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit. 3:11 ‘He must
turn away from evil and do good; He must seek peace and pursue it. 3:12 ‘For the eyes of the Lord are
toward the righteous, And His ears attend to their prayer, But the face of the Lord is against those who do
evil.” (NASB) again drawing a parallel to 7ehillim / Psalms 34.:12-16. 1t is interesting how David says, that
we must keep our tongue from evil and our lips from speaking deceit. We must turn from evil and do good,
and seek peace. This is the way our lives should be characterized as the children of God, running from evil
and sin, turning our lives around, obeying the Lord, all because He has worked in us a good work in Yeshua
the Messiah. Notice how David speaks of the Lord answering him, that He encamps around those who fear
Him, to taste and see that the Lord is good, the blessing that are in those who take refuge in Him, to fear the
Lord, to seek the Lord not in vain, to listen to the Lord and fear Him and the Lord gives length of days to
those who seek peace and the pursuit of peace. He says the eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous. This
Psalm brings into context an interesting question regarding holiness, righteousness, justice, and sin, espe-
cially in light of 7ehillim / Psalms 51 and David’s use of three types of sin, the external verses the internal
forms of sin. The context I am thinking of is with regard to ritual purity, which the disciples and Yeshua
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draw upon to broaden our understanding of sin, and the importance of ritual purity today. I have spoken to
quite a few people regarding ritual purity and for the most part, many people respond saying that contract-
ing ritual impurity was a sin. So the question is according to the Torah, “Was ritual impurity or ceremonial
uncleanness considered a sin?” The answer to that question is “that depends on how one becomes ritually
impure!” Studying the Torah, the majority of the purity laws concern the cases, situations, and substances
that cause one to become ritually impure affect one’s ability to enter into the temple of God.. Ritual impu-
rity generally involves the direct or indirect contact with an object that is unclean such as having contact
with childbirth (Vayikra / Leviticus 12:1-8), the disease of Tsaraat (skin disease, Vayikra / Leviticus 13:1-46,
14:1-32), a disease of fungus in clothing (Vayikra / Leviticus 13:47-59), fungus in a house (Vayikra / Leviti-
cus 14:33-53), seminal discharges (Vayikra / Leviticus 15:1-33), the dead bodies of certain unclean animals
(Bamidbar / Numbers 11:1-47), and human dead bodies (Bamidbar / Numbers 19:1-22). In addition to
these things, ritual impurity may also come by contact with the Olah Korban (Whole burnt offering) while
preparing the waters of purification (see Vayikra / Leviticus 16:28, Bamidbar / Numbers 19:7-8) from the
ashes of the red heifer. Based upon these Biblical sources, studying these Scriptures carefully, these forms
of uncleanness do not result from willful acts of disobedience to God’s Word, therefore, it is not sinful to
contract these impurities. Notice how contracting impurity in these ways, birth, death, sex, disease, and skin
discharge may at one time or another be unavoidable simply because of life and living and interaction with
others. This has become a serious misunderstanding in the Christian Church today. Again it is not sinful to
contract ritual impurity in the ways listed above. In addition to this, note with regard to becoming unclean
by touching a human dead body, if one were to bury the body of a deceased relative, it would not be a sin
to do so. However, if a man was the “high priest,” he was forbidden from touching dead bodies (Vayikra
/ Leviticus 21:1-4). Therefore, if the High Priest were to bury the body of a deceased relative, it would be
a sin, according to the Word of the Lord, because he would be willfully choosing to violate (or disregard)
the command of God. In addition to these things, the Scriptures also state that ritual defilement may be a
punishment for moral shortcomings.

Studying the topic of “impurity” or “uncleanness” in the Scriptures, there are two ideologies on
the topic of uncleanness in the Hebrew Bible, (i) ritual uncleanness (as was just discussed) and (ii) moral
uncleanness. The state of ritual uncleanness pertains to the human body, and is unavoidable in some cases,
it is temporary and can be cleansed according to the Scriptures. Note also that without the ashes of the Red
Heifer and the absence of the Temple in Jerusalem, there is not way to cleanse the physical body from ritual
uncleanness today. On the other hand, “moral uncleanness’ is acquired through behavioral choice and our
thought life. In the Torah there are three sins which cause moral uncleanness: (i) murder, (ii) violation of
sexual prohibitions, and (iii) heresy which includes willful disobedience to God’s Word.

According to the Torah, there are no purification rites that are
able to reverse these types of uncleanness.

Moral impurity, unlike ritual impurity, has severe consequences. According to the Scriptures, by reason of
moral uncleanness, the land (eretz Israel) will expel its inhabitants and the violators will be subject to being
cut off from their people. They will be given some sort of affliction and die short in life (/iving fewer years
than what they could have). Yeshua speaks of moral uncleanness in Matthew 5-7 (murderous and lustful
thoughts) and in Mark 7 (uncleanness that comes from the heart).

An example from the gospel of Luke (chapter 8) may be used to illustrate moral impurity. In Luke
8, there was a woman who was living with what the Scriptures call “an issue (hemorrhage) of blood for
twelve years,” meaning that she found herself constantly in a state of niddah (menstrual uncleanness) due
to bleeding. As a result of this she was unable to worship at the Temple in Jerusalem and this would have
caused problems with sexual relations and her husband, and coming into contact with anyone who had plans
on going to the Temple to worship the Lord. The woman would have needed to be in a constant state of
isolation. The issue for this woman was she needed to restrict who she come in contact with since she would
be knowingly causing everyone she come into contact with to become ritually unclean. Luke 8:41-48 says
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the following:

Luke 8:41-48

8:41 And there came a man named Jairus, and he was an official of the synagogue; and he
fell at Jesus’ feet, and began to implore Him to come to his house; 8:42 for he had an only
daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying. But as He went, the crowds were press-
ing against Him.  8:45 And Jesus said, ‘Who is the one who touched Me?’ And while they
were all denying it, Peter said, ‘Master, the people are crowding and pressing in on You.’
8:46 But Jesus said, ‘Someone did touch Me, for I was aware that power had gone out of
Me.’ 8:47 When the woman saw that she had not escaped notice, she came trembling and
fell down before Him, and declared in the presence of all the people the reason why she had
touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed. 8:48 And He said to her, ‘Daugh-
ter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.’ (NASB)

Here Yeshua was going to heal the daughter of Jarius (see Luke 8:41-42, 49-56) and this woman with men-
strual bleeding come behind and touched his cloths. The Story illustrates the power of God that proceeds
from Yeshua to heal her that occurred without the direct verbal appeal being made by the woman for healing.
It is an illustration of faith, in the Lord God Almighty and in His Son, the Messiah Yeshua, and the power
of God to heal her from her sickness. This woman stepped out in faith and by her actions she was healed.
Now, consider what the Torah has to say about this woman’s condition.

Vayikra / Leviticus 15:25-27

15:25 ‘Now if a woman has a discharge of her blood many days, not at the period of her
menstrual impurity, or if she has a discharge beyond that period, all the days of her impure
discharge she shall continue as though in her menstrual impurity; she is unclean. 15:26
‘Any bed on which she lies all the days of her discharge shall be to her like her bed at men-
struation; and every thing on which she sits shall be unclean, like her uncleanness at that
time. 15:27 ‘Likewise, whoever touches them shall be unclean and shall wash his clothes
and bathe in water and be unclean until evening. (NASB)

According to the gospel of Luke, this woman had been ritually unclean for twelve years. Anyone who
comes into contact with her or with anything that she has touched contracts the ritual defilement. Notice
that the Scriptures do not say the people would run from her because of her uncleanness. Therefore, we can
conclude that she had kept this condition hidden from everyone except of course her husband (if she was
married). By necessity, when she touches Yeshua’s cloths, she passes on the ritual defilement according to
the Word of God in Vayikra / Leviticus 15:27. It is important to remember that it is not inherently sinful to
become ritually defiled in this way, after all, ritual defilement comes on account of the natural menstrual
cycle (Vayikra / Leviticus 15:19-24), touching the dead (Bamidbar / Numbers 19:11-16), and for many other
reasons listed previously. In this woman’s case she had some kind of bleeding problem that would not cease.
The question is, does her willfully touching Yeshua making him ritually impure a form of willful disobedi-
ence to God’s Word in Leviticus? Ritual defilement was a big deal especially for those involved with the
Temple service. This woman would have experienced extreme discrimination because of her illness since
many would be afraid of contracting the defilement. It was most likely for this reason that the woman is
reluctant to come forward and speak clearly regarding what she has done. In addition to this, her pressing
through the crowd to touch Yeshua’s clothing, in the process she was making everyone she touched unclean,
which is in willful disobedience to God’s Word in Leviticus. She most likely was certainly afraid of receiv-
ing a rebuke or chastisement for her conduct. Yeshua however was not like the religious leaders of His day.
He recognized that this defilement was not by reason of sin and that true defilement (uncleanness) is a matter
of the heart and conduct (see Mark 7:14-23, next chapter). Yeshua was willing to bear the ritual defilement
so that the woman may be cleansed of her disease. The power of God was present to heal the woman and
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everyone present was able to witness God’s glory and give Him the praise.

The lesson we can take away from this story is critical even to this day. Today, people do not put
stock into ritual cleanliness or uncleanliness, mostly as a result of the absence of the Temple, but also by
reason of Christian commentary throughout the centuries that these things are not important. Because we
are not taught to consider the implications of purity in our walk before the Lord each day, our understanding
of walking in righteousness and purity before God has been effected. Ritual impurity barred people from
joining the congregation in worship in the Tabernacle and the Temple in Jerusalem, however, if one lived
in “moral defilement” in their hearts (thought life), they were free to go in and out of the Tabernacle or
Temple in Jerusalem and nobody would know. This is a profound way of understanding uncleanness with
regard to disobedience, rebelliousness to God’s Word, disregarding God’s Word, and being insensitive to
God’s Word, etc, the moral impurity are types of defilement before the Lord God Almighty that separates us
most importantly from the Lord Himself. We know according to the Apostolic Writings that Yeshua healed
those who were ritually defiled (i.e. those with leprosy). He was also willing to eat with tax collectors and
sinners (Matthew 9:10-11) who from a “morally defiled” perspective were unclean. Yeshua did not shun
those whom Jewish society branded as “defiled” and “unclean” either for ritual or moral reasons; instead,
He preached repentance and the good news to them. The Torah does not state that a morally defiled person
could pass on their defilement to another. Thus, the one who is defiled inwardly, his morally defiled state is
directly affecting his relationship with the Lord God Almighty. Yeshua healed these people because, after
all, they were sick, and needed help. The interesting point is that these people who were sick were seeking
God, seeking truth, and seeking healing. Does the morally defiled person seek God for truth and healing?
Is it possible that the stain of moral defilement could cause a person to not realize their own impure state and
not seek the Lord for forgiveness, healing, and truth?

The point of the matter is, today there are many people who are openly disobedient to God’s Word.
The Scriptures say that we will be able to come before the Lord with purified lives and being empowered by
God to live obedient to God’s Word because the Lord has inscribed His Law on our hearts. The issue is not
that foods (clean or unclean) will cause a person to lose there salvation or cause one not to be able to enter
heaven. We know that through faith in Yeshua the Messiah, our High Priest, we are a saved and a redeemed
people. Yeshua has cleansed us and we can approach the Lord God in prayer and thanksgiving. The real
issue at hand is living in willful disobedience to God’s Word. Knowing what the Lord commands and yet
disregarding God’s Word and living in willful disobedience to the Word. Following salvation in Yeshua,
if one is unwilling to or does not have the desire to make changes to his or her life, what can be said about
such a person? How do your life look with regard to “Moral Uncleanness” today? The Apostle James said
inJames 1:21-25:

James 1:21-25

1:21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility
receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 1:22 But prove yourselves
doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 1:23 For if anyone is a
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;
1:24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what
kind of person he was. 1:25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be
blessed in what he does. (NASB)

Does the “law of liberty” suggest that we are free to live in willful disobedience to God’s Word? The Torah
was given to train us in holiness, righteousness, and justice. For example, the dietary requirements found
in God’s Law is one way to realize the importance of daily living in obedience to God’s Word. Similarly,
we are not to live in a continual state of “moral uncleanness” by willfully being disobedient to His Word!
Note also that it is the Lord God Almighty who is able to cleanse us from moral impurity and the Lord does
this in Yeshua the Messiah. In the Messiah, we are made whole and we are empowered by the Holy Spirit
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to turn our lives away from sin and to walk on the path God has set before us in obedience to Him. So with
regard to what David was saying in Tehillim / Psalms 34:8-16, 34:8 O taste and see that the Lord is good;
How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 34:9 O fear the Lord, you His saints; For to those who
fear Him there is no want. 34:10 The young lions do lack and suffer hunger, But they who seek the Lord
shall not be in want of any good thing. 34:11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear
of the Lord. 34:12 Who is the man who desires life And loves length of days that he may see good? 34:13
Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit. 34:14 Depart from evil and do good, Seek
peace and pursue it. 34:15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous And His ears are open to their
cry. 34:16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from the earth. (NASB)
David speaks of those who fear Him, to taste and see that the Lord is good, the blessing that are in those who
take refuge in Him, to fear the Lord, to seek the Lord not in vain, to listen to the Lord and fear Him and the
Lord gives length of days to those who seek peace and the pursuit of peace. He says the eyes of the Lord
are toward the righteous. We are not to live in a continual state of moral impurity, these things characterize
one who listens, seeks, and loves the Lord.

In Tehillim / Psalms 34:13-16, David says 7%] 7> :230 NIXY? 07 20X 00 ¥O07 UORT-"n »
VIR DOPOTE-OR TN OPY 10 0977 019% W2 2I0-Twy) v M0 0 ) 02T TS v MY
ONVIW-98 34:13 Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit. 34:14 Depart from evil
and do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 34:15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous And His ears
are open to their cry. 34:16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from
the earth. (NASB) The Lord will cut off memory of evil doers like He states about Amalek according to
Parashat Beshalach (Shemot / Exodus 13:17-17:16).

Shemot / Exodus 17:8-14

17:8 Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim. 17:9 So Moses said to Josh-
ua, ‘Choose men for us and go out, fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will station myself on
the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.’ 17:10 Joshua did as Moses told him, and
fought against Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 17:11 So
it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his hand
down, Amalek prevailed. 17:12 But Moses’hands were heavy. Then they took a stone and put
it under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and
one on the other. Thus his hands were steady until the sun set. 17:13 So Joshua overwhelmed
Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 17:14 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Write
this in a book as a memorial and recite it to Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of
Amalek from under heaven.’ (NASB)

Amalek was the son of Eliphaz and of the concubine Timna. Timna was a Horite and sister of Lotan. Ama-
lek was the grandson of Esau (Bereshit / Genesis 36:12 and 1 Chronicles 1:36) who was the chief of an
Edomite tribe (Bereshit / Genesis 36:16). Remember that according to the Torah, Esau rejected the covenant
promises of God, married the daughters of Canaan, and the Lord rejected Him. Therefore, those who are
evil, the wicked, the unrighteous, those who walk in darkness, the Lord stands against such things and will
cut such people off from the face of the earth. They will not have a part in the inheritance to come in the
Olam Habah (the world to come).

David concludes saying -N¥) 22-72W17 717 2172 ©° 0780 aning-22m31 ynv M pyy
25 72V X7 T30 DAX PRINLY-2 MY XD G 0PR 0791 P78 NIy Nian 0 powi mn-oNeT
NWRY PPTX ORI Y YW DR 3417 The righteous cry, and the Lord hears And delivers them out of
all their troubles. 34:18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted And saves those who are crushed in spirit.

34:19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the Lord delivers him out of them all. 34:20 He keeps all
his bones, Not one of them is broken. 34:21 Evil shall slay the wicked, And those who hate the righteous will

be condemned. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum says ;118D 1I0PY 92121 Y0 M QTR1 ROPOTE 1998 1
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1PN 1207 90 120NN R MTAVT RWOI 34:18 The righteous pray, and it is heard in the presence
of the Lord; and from all their trouble he has delivered them. 34:19 The Lord is near to the broken-hearted;
and the lowly in spirit he will redeem. 34:20 Many evils encounter the righteous man, and from all of them
the Lord delivers him. 34:21 He protects all his limbs, not one of them is broken. 34:22 The death of the
wicked is bad, and those who hate the righteous man will be condemned. 34:23 The Lord redeems the soul
of his servants, and none who hope in his word are condemned. (EMC) Notice how the rabbis draw a par-
allel to David’s words “the righteous cry” saying “the righteous pray” in the presence of the Lord and they
are delivered from all their troubles. When we cry out to the Lord for help, we do so in prayer. In addition
to this, are we always delivered from our troubles like the Scriptures are saying here according to David?
Is it possible to hold God hostage to His Word, seeking something and expecting it and then getting angry
because we do not get the answer we are looking for? Have you ever heard that said before, “holding God
hostage to the Scriptures?” What are your thoughts on this? Many of us have grown up in the church, taught
to love God and our savior Yeshua, to obey the Lord and to be involved in the church. Many of us also know
the bible from cover to cover, however, is it possible to hold God hostage to our own belief system? Picking
and choosing what works best for us at any given moment rather than simply trusting in God’s Word, and
His will for our lives no matter whether good or bad things happen to us? According to David, 34:17 The
righteous cry, and the Lord hears And delivers them out of all their troubles. 34:18 The Lord is near to the
brokenhearted And saves those who are crushed in spirit. 34:19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
But the Lord delivers him out of them all. 34:20 He keeps all his bones, Not one of them is broken. 34:21
Evil shall slay the wicked, And those who hate the righteous will be condemned. (NASB) The point is that
those who are righteous are those who have a relationship with the Lord, who love Him and seek Him daily.
Our salvation is not simply about fire insurance or a way of getting out of hell. Our salvation is the start,
the beginning of a wonderful relationship with the Lord God Almighty in His Son Yeshua the Messiah. the
Lord does deliver us, he saves us, and yes there are many troubles that come our way like David said “many
are the afflictions of the righteous” (34:19). The point is whether we are delivered in this life or not, we are
certainly delivered in the world to come (saved for eternity). What we do today, does effect our relation-
ship with the Lord and the question is do we really love God, even in the midst of troubles? That topic of
“moral impurity” is closely related to Yeshua’s words in Matthew 7:21-23 regarding the righteous and the
unrighteous, those who Yeshua speaks to saying “depart from me you worker of lawlessness.” We know
how significantly moral impurity affects our relationship with God. The morally impure person is the one
who outwardly appears right, but inwardly is full of all kinds of defilements and uncleanness. Let’s seek the
Lord for cleansing and healing from the impurity of our hearts, only He is able to make us whole in every
way. Let’s pray!

Rabbinic Commentary
The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on 7ehillim / Psalms 34 has 2 parts. Reading through the

Midrash we will be looking at Partl 1 and 2. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 34, Part 1
and 2.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 34, Part 1 and 2

Part 1

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 21N 127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “A Psalm of
David; when he changed his demeanor before Abimelech, who drove him away, and he departed. 1
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Part 2

will bless the Lord at all times (Tehillim / Psalms 34:1-2).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “The words I will bless the
Lord at all times are to be considered in the light of what Scripture says elsewhere, Everything He
has made beautiful in its time (Ecclesiastes 3:11).”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss Da-
vid’s behavior before Abimelech.

The ?wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis go on
to expand upon how David behaved giving examples as (i) the Lord created and destroyed worlds,
(i1) the Lord made everything beautiful in its time paralleling with Adam, Noah, and Abraham, (iii)
food was created to be eaten in its time, (iv) everything was made beautiful in its time, and (v) con-
clude with a discussion on David and Abimelech.

The Concluding phrase says “I will bless the Lord in all times; His praise will continually be in my
mouth (Tehillim / Psalms 34:1) both in time of reason and in time of madness. Therefore, with good
cause at the beginning of Bereshit / Genesis you find, And God saw everything that He had made,
and behold it was very good (Bereshit / Genesis 1:31).”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1nn77 12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “The Lord re-
deems the soul of His servants (Tehillim / Psalms 34:23).”

The XN1°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “Rabbi Samuel son of Na-
khmani said, The Lord redeems the soul from the inclination to evil, for in saying If your enemy
is hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink (Mishley / Proverbs
25:21).”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss Da-
vid’s words on the Lord redeeming the soul of His servants.

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis go on
to expand upon how the Lord redeems the soul and parallels this with the inclination to evil and the
inclination to good that is within the human heart.

The Concluding phrase says “Rabbi Isaac son of Menahem taught, Every good man has a world to
himself, and will have a Garden of Eden for himself, as is said They are abundantly satisfied with the

fatness of Your house; and You make them to drink from the river of Eden (Tehillim / Psalms 36:9).”

Midrash Tehillim 34, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (>0 12°7) saying “4 Psalm of

David; when he changed his demeanor before Abimelech, who drove him away, and he departed. I will
bless the Lord at all times (Tehillim / Psalms 34:1-2).”” The homiletic introduction to the Midrash says “The
words I will bless the Lord at all times are to be considered in the light of what Scripture says elsewhere,
Everything He has made beautiful in its time (Ecclesiastes 3:11).” Rabbi Tanhuma expands upon this verse
speaking of the worlds that the Lord had created. Note that we had discusses the Lord creating worlds and
the human body to some extent in the study on Tehillim / Psalms 31. (Go back and reread that for a refresher
on the topic.) Let’s read a section from Midrash Tehillim 34, Part 1:

14
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N 2% -l rial 2990 e | Midrash Tehillim 34, Part 1
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of what Scripture says elsewhere, Everything He has made
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already had created worlds and destroyed them because they
had proved themselves unworthy of His creation. And He said,
Those did not please Me, but this one pleases Me.

In Judaism, the body of literature, extending over a period of 1,000 years (500 BCE.—500 CE), was a collec-
tion of writing called halakhah (the Mishna, tosefta, and the Talmud) and aggadah (midrash) that is based
upon the Tanach. It is believed according to tradition (or set forth in the Mishnah, see Avot 1:1) that Moshe
received not only a Written Law at Sinai but also an Oral Law which was transmitted to leading figures,
including the prophets of successive generations. In this body of literature, we read on occasion that the
Lord created and destroyed worlds like we are reading here in Midrash Tehillim 34, Part 1. For example,
according to the Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 37a we read the following:

Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 37a
72K 12°RD 210077 1LY 79V T DRIV DAR W1 TARNT 7oW 77107 L0700 OTR X121 200
RD7% 0PI 0P 19°RD 21007 1OV 9V T ORI AR WO 22pnn 91K 09w

“For this reason was man created alone, to teach you that whosoever destroys a single soul,
Scripture imputes (guilt) to him as though he had destroyed a complete world; and whoso-
ever preserves a single soul, Scripture ascribes (merit) to him as though he had preserved a
complete world.”

According to the rabbis in the Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 37a, each person (man, woman, and child) is consid-
ered an entire world. Here the rabbis parallel the creation of “the World” with each of us. Rabbi Tanhuma
said that God created the world in its proper time. Similarly, each of us have been created in the proper time.
What does this mean? This means God has a plan for each one of us and that we were created in the proper
time to be used of the Lord and to serve him. The Lord God makes, shapes, and forms us and therefore our
world is or should be managed by God, everything we do should be in the name of the Lord. Rabbi Tanhuma
said that the Lord destroyed worlds because they proved themselves unworthy of His creation. How does
one prove himself worthy in this life? Do the Scriptures speak of our needing to prove ourselves worthy
of God? If we continue to walk in darkness now that we are in Yeshua the Messiah, what would happen or
what does Scripture say? The rabbis comment on that question in the following part of the midrash saying:

N %0 -l rial 2% n e | Midrash Tehillim 34, Part 1

, Another comment on Everything He has made beautiful in its
112°0 " R .['lﬂ}]ﬂ 19> WY 937 DX MK WD'?] time. Rabbi Simon said, Our father Abraham was worthy of
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DN nbnn Dnj:x nx 5:& Njw: DN '—‘":Pn WDN xbx blessed be He Said, Should I in the beginl’ling, make Abraham

and should become corrupt, there will be no one to come af-

QTR RT3 °IX 77 Nbx , 1PN R2W 1 PR 77|?5|7’ ter him and restore order. Therefore, in the beginning I will
927 3P0 002K R 5?5?’ axwy ,ﬂbﬂﬂ NYRIT make Adam and should Adam become corrupt, then Abraham
T YI DT WY YA S0 SWY 997 AR R will come to restore order. Another comment, Everything He

has made beautiful in the time refers to the three righteous
.O772RY 1 YR QIR 22 | men who are the foundation of the world, Adam, Noah, and
Abraham.
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Note how rabbi Simon says “Our father Abraham was worthy of being made in the beginning before Adam.
But the Holy One blessed be He said, Should I in the beginning, make Abraham and should become corrupt,
there will be no one to come after him and restore order.” What is rabbi Simon trying to say here? Is there
a connection to the righteous who keep this world from destruction? The rabbis say there are 10 Tzadikim
who keep the world from destruction, would this be what he is referring to? The midrash continues on the
idea of order and restoring order and that three righteous men are the foundation of the world, Adam, Noabh,
and Abraham. What can we say about these comments from the midrash? Each of these men, their lives
were characterized by ‘‘faith.” The rabbis say that the Lord brought one man after the other to “restore
order” by their faith and to be examples for us of those who lived by faith. If we walk in darkness now that
we are in Yeshua the Messiah, the Lord will bring someone else to take our place and restore order. This
seems to be consistent with Yeshua’s words in John 5:14 “... and said to him, “Behold, you have become
well; do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.” (NASB) The midrash continues saying:
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Midrash Tehillim 34, Part 1

Another comment on Everything He has made beautiful in its
time. All things which the Holy One blessed be He, has made
His world He has made beautiful. David said to the Holy
One blessed be He, All that You have made, You have made
beautiful, yet the most beautiful of all Your works is wisdom.
Thus, also, in saying, How manifold are Your works, O Lord.
All those which You have made in wisdom (Tehillim / Psalms
104:24), David meant, You have made all in wisdom, and have
made well, except for madness. And David said to the Holy
One blessed be He, Master of the universe, what profit is there
for the world in madness? When a man goes about the market
place and rends his garment, and children run after him and
mock him, is this beautiful in his eyes? The Holy One blessed

be He, answered, raises a cry against madness? By your life,
vou will have need of it. As Solomon said, Whoso despises a
thing will be taken (vekhabel) by it (Mishley / Proverbs 13:13),
What does yekhabel signify? That in his hour of need, a man
will beg to be from the same stem as yakhabol in the verse
No man will take (vakhabol) the nether or the upper millstone
to pledge (Devarim / Deuteronomy 24:6). Moreover, said the
Holy One blessed be He, you will grieve after and pray for
madness before I give you a touch of it. And David did not
tarry, but went to Achish as Scripture says, And David arose,
and fled that day for fear of Saul, and went to Achish the king
of Gath (1 Samuel 21:11).
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The midrash states that the most beautiful of all of God’s creation is wisdom, and a contrast is drawn be-
tween wisdom and madness. The midrash continues and the a story is told of David going to Achish and
Goliath’s brother being the kings body guard. The discussion goes back and forth between Goliath’s broth-
er and the king and how David defeated Goliath on the battle field. Goliath’s brother then said to get off
your throne because it belongs to David, and to Saul, and confounded the king and David was afraid and
asked the Lord to give him a touch of madness. What is interesting, in Tehillim / Psalms 34:1-22, we read
in the opening verse :77°1 WM T77°2R 197 nYL-NY INY2 NT? R Of David. When he pretended
to be insane before Abimelek, who drove him away, and he left. (NASB) Here the verse says Abimelek but
wasn’t it Achish the king of Gath that he had gone to see? (I Samuel 21:10) Why do you think that David

wrote Abimelek (777°2R) rather than Achish? Was David trying to draw a parallel to the Torah and the
situation between Abraham and Abimelek? The rabbis say that the reason David called Achish Abimelek
was because he was as righteous as Abimelek. When thinking about these things, wisdom, madness, and
the use of Abimelek rather than Achish, how important it is to hold on to sound doctrine? In this day, like
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in the Apostle Paul’s day, we are in an especially dangerous time. Paul warned us about the days we are in
saying 2 Timothy 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but {wanting} to
have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires;
and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. Today many people tend to take
hold of madness rather than the wisdom of God. For example, how often are people deceived by the winds
of doctrine that blow in. People time after time line up to hear the latest thing that’s blown in, to be blown
away by the latest book, to be blown over by the latest “anointing” where in reality, they’re just being
tossed about by the latest wind of doctrine. Paul warns to be careful about doctrines calling them “strange
doctrines” (1 Timothy 1:3). The key to knowing whether something is of the wisdom of God or madness
is by knowing the Word of God. Midrash Tehillim 34, Part 1 concludes saying “I will bless the Lord in all
times, His praise will continually be in my mouth (Tehillim / Psalms 34:1) both in time of reason and in
time of madness. Therefore, with good cause at the beginning of Bereshit / Genesis you find, And God saw
everything that He had made, and behold it was very good (Bereshit / Genesis 1:31).” So the rabbis say that
God created both wisdom and madness. Whether God created madness or not, we are called to be of sound
mind and not blown by every wind of doctrine.

Midrash Tehillim 34, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (21107 12°7) saying “The Lord re-
deems the soul of His servants (Tehillim / Psalms 34:23).” The homiletic introduction” to the Midrash states
“Rabbi Samuel son of Nakhmani said, The Lord redeems the soul from the inclination to evil, for in saying If
your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat,; and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink (Mishley / Proverbs

25:21).” The entire midrash (Part 2) says the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 34, Part 2

2. The Lord redeems the soul of His servants (Tehillim / Psalms
34:23). Rabbi Samuel son of Nakhmani said, The Lord redeems
the soul from the inclination to evil, for in saying If your enemy
is hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he is thirsty, give him
water to drink (Mishley / Proverbs 25:21), Scripture means that
the inclination to evil is your enemy. A man walking with a com-
panion for a space becomes his friend,; but the inclination to evil
is born with man and grows up with him, as it is said The evil
imagination in man's heart is with him from his youth (Bereshit
/ Genesis 8:21) and yet if it find occasion to overwhelm a man,
whether the man be forty, or fifty, or sixty, it will overwhelm him.
Have you a greater enemy than this? Hence, Rabbi Samuel son
of Nakhmani concluded, If the inclination to evil rises up within
vou, make it eat the bread of Torah, for it is said As for him that
walks understanding, wisdom says to him, come, eat of my bread
(Mishley / Proverbs 9:4-5). If the inclination to evil is thirsty,
make it drink the water of Torah, for it is said, Ho, everyone that
thirsts, come for water (Isaiah 55:1). Why? Because You will
heap coals of fire upon his head (Mishley / Proverbs 25:22).
And what is meant by the Lord yesallem you? It means that
the Lord will make the inclination to evil be at peace with you.
Then all my bones will say, Lord who is like You, who delivers
the poor from him that is too strong for him (Tehillim / Psalms
35:10) that is, according to rabbi Akha, the Lord delivers the
inclination to good from the inclination to evil. He delivers the
poor and the needy from him that spoils him. Is there a might-
ier despoiling than that in which the inclination to evil causes
a righteous man to commit iniquity of which it is said When a
righteous man turns from his righteousness, and commit iniquity
he will die (Ezekiel 3:20). Rabbi Isaac son of Menahem taught,
Every good man has a world to himself, and will have a Garden
of Eden for himself, as is said They are abundantly satisfied with
the fatness of Your house, and You make them to drink from the
river of Eden (Tehillim / Psalms 36:9).
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It is interesting that the rabbis response to the homiletic introduction is “Scripture means that the inclination
to evil is your enemy” within the context of “The Lord redeems the soul of His servants (Tehillim / Psalms
34:23)” and the Lord redeeming the soul from the inclination to evil. How does the Lord redeem the soul
from the inclination to evil and what do the rabbis mean that this enemy is the “inclination to evil” and that
if the enemy is hungry feed him with bread to eat and thirsty give him water to drink? Midrash Tehillim 34,
Part 2 may be divided into four sections (i) introduction, (ii) feeding the enemy with bread, (iii) feeding the
enemy with water, and (iv) the Lord redeeming the soul.

The rabbis say “A man walking with a companion for a space becomes his friend; but the inclina-
tion to evil is born with man and grows up with him, as it is said The evil imagination in man's heart is with
him from his youth (Bereshit / Genesis 8:21) and yet if it find occasion to overwhelm a man, whether the

man be forty, or fifty, or sixty, it will overwhelm him. Have you a greater enemy than this?” (7271 DR
¥ QINT 27 X 9 MRV L1 9 Y DTN ,0TRT QY T YIS X0 ,12MIR WY AR Y 17°an oy
T D173 RIW 70 W0 ,19901 O DWW 12 DOWAN 12 O°YAIR 1219°977 XY XY L(RD 7 DOWRID) 1IvIn)

Notice how the Hebrew/Aramaic text is written, the rabbis say “)27IN JLYI WIN TV 172277 O 7270 DTN
it translates as “4 man walks with a friend for a time becomes one he loves,” whereas, the “Yetzer Hara”

(Y177 7%, evil inclination) the man is born with (27877 QY 7213) and that it “grows, breeds, raises with the
man” (1°0° 22 1Y 97°AY). The source text from the Torah regarding the “Tetzer Hara” is from Bereshit /
Genesis 8:21 that says, 112¥2 TTIRI-NY TV 2925 NOR K7 12%-98 717 M8 7030 7°7-n8 711 7171 RO
SDWY WRD Op-22-NR Ni0% 7Y AOR-KX2Y 1YIn VI OTRT 27 Y 02 0IRT 8:21 The Lord smelled the
soothing aroma; and the Lord said to Himself, ‘I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for
the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have

done. (NASB) Note that this is exactly what the Lord says, 1"V3% ¥ Q87 27 %> “the inclination of the

heart of a man is evil from his youth,” and so we find Y777 %> “Yetzer hara” to indicate the “evil inclina-
tion” that God Himself said is in a man. It is interesting the parallel that is drawn by the man who walks
with a friend for a moment and loves him which is contrasted to the Yetzer hara that he is born with, lived
with for a lifetime and hates. The friend one walks with whom one falls in love with and does good to one
another, verses the evil inclination that overwhelms a person and defeats him. The rabbis say that though a
man be forty, fifty, or sixty years old if the evil inclination finds opportunity he will overwhelm him. “Have
you a greater enemy than this?” Think about this for a moment, “How despicable is it in our eyes to beat
down an old man?” It appears that no matter one’s age, the yetzer hara will beat one down and defeat him.
The yetzer hara has no compassion and kindness, only defeat and destruction. Rabbi Nakhmani concludes
saying “If the inclination to evil rises up within you, make it eat the bread of Torah, for it is said As for him
that walks understanding, wisdom says to him, come, eat of my bread (Mishley / Proverbs 9:4-5).” So when
the evil inclination raises up to cause one to do evil, he should feed the yetzer hara with the bread of the
Torah. The Mishnah states in Avot 3:17: Without bread [literally ‘flour’], there is no Torah,; without Torah
there is no bread. According to Parashat Beshalach (Shemot / Exodus 13:17-17:16) exactly one month after
the Exodus (Month of Iyyar 15), the Lord led the children of Israel from the oasis and palm trees at Elim

into the deeper part of the desert, to “midbar Sin” (1°077277%, wilderness of Sin), a desolate region that is
about midway to Sinai going southeast (see Shemot / Exodus 16:1). It was about this time the food provi-
sions the people had brought with them had run out, and they began grumbling against Moshe and Aaron,
saying: “If only we had died by the hand of God in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when
we ate bread to our fill, for you have brought us out into this desert to starve to death!” (Shemot / Exodus

16:3) The Lord then told Moshe, *“’Look I am going to rain down bread from heaven (D%)%77)) D7) for
you. The people will go out and gather a portion for that day so that I might test whether they will walk in

my Torah (77717) or not” (Shemot / Exodus 16:4). According to the Scriptures, each Friday they received a
double portion to last them through the Shabbat, and the test centered on whether the people would refrain
from seeking manna on God’s appointed day of rest or not. Note also that the Ten Commandments have
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not been given to Israel at this time, so it is likely that the test of manna was meant to prepare them for the
command of the Shabbat that would be given at Sinai in the following month (On Sivan 6, or Shavuot, Pen-
tacost). As a result of this, Manna was understood as a symbol of God’s provision for His people. Eating
the bread given from heaven was recognizing God as the Provider for his people, and they were tested to see
if they would set apart a special time to have their meal on the Shabbat, the day of rest. Therefore, the bread
from heaven reveals the heart’s condition. The manna was said to be like “the bread of angels, ” and that it
digested so perfectly that it did not need to be excreted in the usual way. The Torah describes it as tasting
like “honey cakes” (Shemot / Exodus 16:31). Midrash Rabbah says that the taste of manna was a function
of'a person’s sense of gratitude and therefore those who were thankful the manna tasted delicious, but those
who murmured it tasted like stale matzah and unsatisfying. We think of what Yeshua said in Matthew 9:29
“according to your faith, be it done unto you.” The bread from heaven was also for our healing (note the
parallel of the bread and body of Christ broken for our healing). The manna teaches us to trust in God’s
provision. The Lord tested the people with the manna to see whether they would walk in the Torah (by His
way and instruction) or not. The Lord took the portion gathered on Friday and miraculously doubled it
so there was enough for the Shabbat (Shemot / Exodus 16:5). Later on in the Torah we read that the Lord
“humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna that he might make you know that man does not

live by bread alone, but man lives by all that proceeds from (N¥12=93) from the mouth of the Lord” (Devarim
/ Deutoronomy 8:3). Yeshua quoted to Satan (the deceiver) in Matthew 4:4 these words that man does not
live by bread alone. The point is that we find spiritual food when we humble ourselves and understand that
we are carried by the grace and love of God. Even if the Lord afflicts us with hunger and thirst, His purpose

is to reveal to us that He alone is the sustainer of our lives. When the rabbis say that one is to feed the T¥?

VT “Yetzer hara” the “evil inclination” with the bread of the Torah, this is the manner in which we are to
live, to feed our spirits with the word of God and it is only then that the spirit will overcome the flesh. With
the help of God’s Holy Spirit, we will have success and cease from sinning and from listening to the evil
inclination of our hearts.

The rabbis then state “If the inclination to evil is thirsty, make it drink the water of Torah, for it is
said, Ho, everyone that thirsts, come for water (Isaiah 55:1). Why? Because You will heap coals of fire

upon his head (Mishley / Proverbs 25:22).” (DX 0913 %2 17271 ,(R 171 °YW°) 0°12 192 RNX 92 17 10RIY

(22 170 °5Wn) WRI 9V IMM) It is interesting how the rabbis state that we are to give water to the inclina-
tion to evil if he is thirsty and to drink the water of the Torah. They cite Isaiah 55:1 and Mishley / Proverbs
25:22 as texts to support the idea of the “water of Torah.” This is interesting because here we find the idea
that the Word of God is life giving waters. Do the Scriptures tell us that the Word of God is like life giving
waters? During the time of Ezra, after Nehemiah had rebuilt the walls of the city, we read that the people
were returning to the ordinances of the Lord and heard the command in Torah to observe Sukkot. According
to the Scriptures, the people were gathered at the “Water gate” in celebration of the Feast of Sukkot (see
Nehemiah 8:1,3,12-18). It is interesting in Parashat Pinchas (Bamidbar / Numbers 25:10-30:1), in the last
few verses in Bamidbar / Numbers 29:37-39 we read, 29:37 their grain offering and their drink offerings
for the bull, for the ram and for the lambs, by their number according to the ordinance; 29:38 and one male
goat for a sin offering, besides the continual burnt offering and its grain offering and its drink offering.
29:39 You shall present these to the Lord at your appointed times, besides your votive offerings and your
[freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings and for your grain offerings and for your drink offerings and for
your peace offerings.’* (NASB) Moshe was telling the Children of Israel what to do in accordance with the
command of the Lord. Many sages and rabbis state that the full Torah was given to Moshe on the mountain
of Sinai, both what was written and the oral explanation / application (Mishnah), therefore when thinking
about the Torah, when Moshe was giving these commands, the people were getting the application of Torah
also and the Mishnah was therefore considered a part of the Torah. What does the oral Torah teach regarding
the water libation ceremony? Rashi’s commentary states that the Torah’s only allusion to the water offering
appears in its description of the wine offering (see Rashi’s commentary on Bamidbar / Numbers 29:18 and
Talmud Bavli Taanit 2b). Both wine and water were required as offerings to the Lord on Sukkot to be com-
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bined and poured onto the altar. Water from the pool of Siloam (Nehemiah 3:15, Isaiah 8:6), which is a pool
of water located south of the Temple within the Old City walls. The priests would fill a vessel and take the
water, enough to last the eight days of Succot, up to the Temple. The celebration was so great that the sages
have said, “He who has not seen the rejoicing at the Simchat Beit Hasho evah, has never seen rejoicing in
his life.” 1t is interesting that this may be the basis by which the prophet Isaiah writes, “Therefore with joy
shall you draw water from the wells of salvation.” (Isaiah 12:3) The last day of the Feast, however, was the
greatest of all. It was the time of the most celebration, music, and worship, a time of holy convocation unto
the Lord. In modern Jewish terminology, this day is called Hoshana Raba, which means “O Great Salva-
tion.” These waters that the rabbis may be thinking on with regard to what is given to the evil inclination is
obviously connected to the Salvation of God by the statement “waters of Torah.”

In the Gospel of John, Yeshua, a Torah-observant Jew, would have made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem
every year in honor of the Feasts of the Lord. We read in John 7:2 that the “Feast of Booths was at hand”
and in verse 10 the Scriptures say that Yeshua also went up to Jerusalem as was His custom, however, this
time He went secretly as He knew there were some waiting and watching out for Him in order to kill Him.
According to John’s account, the Scriptures tell us that Yeshua cried out at the Temple during the celebra-
tions on the last great day, and He declared in John 7:37-38 “If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and
drink. He who believes in Me as the Scripture says, from his innermost being shall flow rivers of living
water.” What did Yeshua mean by this statement? He said 7:38 ‘He who believes in Me, as the Scripture
said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.”* (NASB) meaning that from the one who
believes in Him would flow forth rivers of living water. What are the “rivers of living water?” Tehillim /
Psalm 36:9 states that with the Lord is the fountain of life and Jeremiah 2:13 states, “...They have forsaken
Me, the fountain of living waters.” So the Lord is the fountain of living waters! Yeshua stood and taught in
the Temple, He used a visual image with which the people of His day were accustomed. In this ceremony
of pouring the living waters out upon the altar, after having heard Yeshua teach and the people seeing the
priest pour out the waters, they would have understood that it is only the Lord Almighty who has the ability
to quench their spiritual thirst and that He (Yeshua) is the way to quench this spiritual thirst. We now latter
understand this but this might not have been well understood prior to the giving of the Holy Spirit.

In Tehillim / Psalms 34, David believes our days are numbered by the Lord saying W X3-n X
WP M0-TPY) YR MO W AR 12T THIYY YR WiWH AXy 7 :2iv nikT? o 20K o0 Yoy
ONYIY-2R 1IN QROTE-0R TN OPY 10 97 DI 34212 Who is the man who desires life And loves
length of days that he may see good? 34:13 Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit.
34:14 Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 34:15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the
righteous And His ears are open to their cry. (NASB) whereas :0727 YIX% N°1207 vy wva mim o v
34:16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from the earth. (NASB) In
addition to this, the Apostle Peter picked up on David’s words also wrote in His epistle saying, / Peter 3:10
For, ‘The one who desires life, to love and see good days, Must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from
speaking deceit. 3:11 ‘He must turn away from evil and do good; He must seek peace and pursue it. 3:12
‘For the eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, And His ears attend to their prayer, But the face of the
Lord is against those who do evil.” (NASB) again drawing a parallel to Tehillim / Psalms 34:12-16. These
words of David coupled with what the rabbis are saying that we are to give water to the inclination to evil if
he is thirsty and to drink from water of Torah with what Yeshua taught in John 7, it is the Lord who is able
to help us overcome sin in our lives and this “inclination to evil” that is in our hearts. Midrash Tehillim
34, Part 2 concludes saying “Rabbi Isaac son of Menahem taught, Every good man has a world to himself,
and will have a Garden of Eden for himself, as is said They are abundantly satisfied with the fatness of Your
house; and You make them to drink from the river of Eden (Tehillim / Psalms 36:9).” The rabbis say that
each man has a world to himself. What does this mean? Each of us has our own world meaning that our
lives are considered a world in and of itself. Every man’s life is different. Each of us lives for the Lord and
the events of our lives are ordered by God to bring Glory to His Name. In addition to this, our bodies being
the Temple of the Holy Spirit, note how the rabbis say each man is satisfied in the fatness of Your house. In
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our lives the Lord works to satisfy us in His peace, just like the parallel is made to the “Garden of Eden’
and our drinking from the river of Eden, the place of true peace. Yeshua, if He is Lord of our lives, and we
abide in Him and He abides in us, if His word abides in us, we will have peace and life and joy and happi-
ness, no matter what the circumstance. Halleluia! What an Awesome God we serve! This definitely brings
an interesting perspective on who we are in Christ and how He saves us and helps us to overcome sin in our
lives! Let’s Pray!

’

Heavenly Father,

Forgive us of our sins for they are many. You know the dark thoughts and intents of the heart of man,
we ask that You would save us from the evil of our thought life. Please forgive us for the uncleanness of our
hearts and renew and restore to us the Joy of Your salvation. Help us to live holy and righteous lives but not
only on the outside, also on the inside. Help us to have a desire to have a relationship with You and to study
Your Word so that we can draw nearer to You. Help us to serve You more and be more focused upon our
relationship with You and with others rather than just ourselves. Thank You for sending Your son Yeshua
that we may enter into the salvation You have provided and receive the healing you promised. Thank You
Lord for paying the covenant price for the forgiveness of our sins. Help us to dedicated our lives to You and
fill us with Your presence each day. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory,
and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name [ pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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