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Free us from the Preoccupation of this World

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 32:1-11, the opening verse states *JWR 2°3Wn 7177 X
IR0 "0 YWH-1w A Psalm of David. A Maskil. 32:1 How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
Whose sin is covered! (NASB) David states the blessedness of the one who has had his transgression for-
given and his sin covered. He continues saying >3 3 7127 1M72 1YY 199 12 737 QW X2 OTR WR 2
199 TR V12702 VWY 18T AT 22¥ 7290 | A ond [ °2 7 :0P3-92 "naRw3a nRy 173 "AwIn 32:2
How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit!
32:3 When | kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away Through my groaning all day long. 32:4 For
day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer.
Selah. (NASB) David parallels the one who is without deceit with the Lord not holding sin against a person.
He says that when he kept silent about his sin, his body made it known what he had done wrong because the
hand of the Lord was weighing upon him. It is only when we humble ourselves and confess our sins that
the Lord will forgive our guilt (ORI 7AKRY 712 YWD 22 7R "RNR "0o93-8Y *139) 97X "nRwn 1
;120 °nXwng 11y, 32:5 | acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity 1 did not hide; I said, ‘I will confess
my transgressions to the Lord”; And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah. NASB) He goes on to say -7V 1
AP KD PIR 0027 00 Auwh P RN NYY 98 | 700072 9990 NXT 32:6 Therefore, let everyone who is
godly pray to You in a time when You may be found; Surely in a flood of great waters they will not reach him.
(NASB) Does this suggest that there are times when the Lord cannot be found? David says 09 | 7AX T
D03 | PTA-PR L PPY PRY AYPR 720 -7 T [ APIWR 7 :770 2123100 0D °37 °19%N N80 7
2222107 707 M2 Miam YY7 202IX 0027 TR 3R 92 01937 1TV 1071 003 12T X 71932 327
You are my hiding place; You preserve me from trouble; You surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah.
32:8 1 will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon
you. 32:9 Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding, Whose trappings include bit
and bridle to hold them in check, Otherwise they will not come near to you. 32:10 Many are the sorrows
of the wicked, But he who trusts in the Lord, lovingkindness shall surround him. (NASB) He concludes the
Psalm saying 27-"70/°-92 11°107) 2°2°7% 17°3) 712 W X° 32:11 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, you
righteous ones; And shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart. (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 32

A Psalm of David. A Maskil. 32:1 How bless-
ed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
Whose sin is covered! 32:2 How blessed is
the man to whom the Lord does not impute
iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no de-
ceit! 32:3 When I kept silent about my sin,
my body wasted away Through my groaning
all day long. 32:4 For day and night Your
hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was
drained away as with the fever heat of sum-
mer. Selah. 32:5 I acknowledged my sin to
You, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, ‘I
will confess my transgressions to the Lord’;
And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah.
32:6 Therefore, let everyone who is god-
ly pray to You in a time when You may be
found; Surely in a flood of great waters they
will not reach him. 32:7 You are my hiding
place; You preserve me from trouble; You
surround me with songs of deliverance. Se-
lah. 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in
the way which you should go; I will counsel
you with My eye upon you. 32:9 Do not be
as the horse or as the mule which have no un-
derstanding, Whose trappings include bit and
bridle to hold them in check, Otherwise they
will not come near to you. 32:10 Many are
the sorrows of the wicked, But he who trusts
in the Lord, lovingkindness shall surround
him. 32:11 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice,
you righteous ones; And shout for joy, all you
who are upright in heart. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 32

32:1 Of David. Good counsel. David said,
“How blessed is the one whose impieties they
forgive, whose sins they cover over.” 32:2 How
happy was Moses, son of Amram, to whom the
Lord did not reckon his sins, because there
was no guile in his spirit. 32:3 Because [ have
been silent from the words of Torah, my bones
waste away while I groan all day. 32:4 Because
day and night your punishment is severe upon
me, my moisture is turned to, as it were, the
hot wind of summer forever. 32:5 My sin |
will tell you and my iniquity I have not cov-
ered. I said, “I will confess my rebellions in
the presence of the Lord;” and you forgave the
iniquity of my sin forever. 32:6 Because of this
let every pious man pray in your presence at
the time of his favor; indeed, at the time when
many Gentiles come like waters, to him they
will not come near to do harm. 32:7 You are
the Lord; hide me, from the oppressor guard
me; the joy of salvation will surround me for-
ever. 32:8 I will enlighten you and teach you;
in this way you shall go; I will advise you and
put my eye upon you for good. 32:9 Do not be
like a horse or mule who have no intelligence;
both muzzle and halter are its trappings to be
kept silent; let it not come near you. 32:10
Many are the pains of the wicked; but favor
will surround the one who trusts in the Lord.
32:11 Rejoice in the word of the Lord, and be
glad, O righteous; and give praise, all you with
upright hearts. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 32

A Psalm of instruction by David. 32:1 Bless-
ed are they whose transgressions are forgiv-
en, and who sins are covered. 32:2 Blessed
is the man to whom the Lord will not impute
sin, and whose mouth there is no guile. 32:3
Because I kept silence, my bones waxed old,
from my crying all the day. 32:4 For day and
night thy hand was heavy upon me: I became
thoroughly miserable while a thorn was fas-
tened in me. Pause. 32:5 I acknowledged my
sin, and hid not mine iniquity: I said, I will
confess mine iniquity to the Lord against my-
self; and thou forgavest the ungodliness of
my heart. Pause. 32:6 Therefore shall every
holy one pray to thee in a fit time: only in the
deluge of many waters they shall not come
nigh to him. 32:7 Thou art my refuge from
the affliction that encompasses me; my joy,
to deliver me from them that have compassed
me. Pause. 32:8 I will instruct thee and guide
thee in this way wherein thou shalt go: I will
fix mine eyes upon thee. 32:9 Be ye not as
horse and mule, which have no understand-
ing; but thou must constrain their jaws with
bit and curb, lest they should come nigh to
thee. 32:10 Many are the scourges of the
sinner: but him that hopes in the Lord mer-
cy shall compass about. 32:11 Be glad in the
Lord, and exult, ye righteous: and glory, all
ye that are upright in heart.(LXX)
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This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 32:1-11, the opening verse states >R 2°3Wn 7177 X
IRV M02 YWH-11w1 A Psalm of David. A Maskil. 32:1 How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiv-
en, Whose sin is covered! (NASB) It is interesting looking at the Hebrew text, we find a word transliterat-

ed into the English language, the word “Maskil” (2°2%7). According to a modern Hebrew Lexicon, the

word “Maskil”” (2°2%7) means ““adj./n. educated, erudite, learned, enlightened, scholarly, savant, literate,
schooled, or intellectual.”” According to Brown Driver and Briggs Lexicon, the word means ““contemplative

poem, a didactic poem, a skillful, artistic song.” Searching the Hebrew Scriptures for “Maskil” (2°207) re-
veals this word is used 28 times throughout the Scriptures, 2X (1 Samuel 18), 1X (Jeremiah 50), 1X (Hosea
9), 17X (Tehillim / Psalms), 6X (Mishley / Proverbs), and 1X (Job 22). Let’s look at how this word is used
elsewhere in the Scriptures (1 Samuel 18:14-15).
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1 Samuel 18:14-15
18:14 David was prospering in all his ways for the Lord was with him. 18:15 When Saul saw
that he was prospering greatly, he dreaded him. (NASB)

What is interesting is that this word is translated in 1 Samuel 18:14-15 to mean ““prospering.” Saul saw that
he was prospering greatly and he dreaded him. Why do the translators of the Psalms have difficulty trans-
lating this word in Tehillim / Psalms 32:1? If we study the Psalm overall, David is praising the Lord for the
blessing of having his sins forgiven. Would the translation ““A Psalm of David’s prosperity”” because of his
having his sins forgiven be a possible translation of this Scripture?

The Aramaic Targum states *1T17 27 PAWT KW 1277 1RAW 10T M0 71T MK 820 ROV N7 K

IRLM Y 19m 32:1 Of David. Good counsel. David said, “How blessed is the one whose impieties they
forgive, whose sins they cover over.” (EMC) and the Septuagint states 32:1 T® 0010 cLVEGEMG HAKAPLOL
OV apéncav ai dvopion koi GV érekaddeOncav oi auoption A Psalm of instruction by David. 32:1 Blessed
are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and who sins are covered. (LXX) The Septuagint translates the
Hebrew text reasonably well, it is interesting though how the rabbis translate the Hebrew in the Aramaic
Targum. The rabbis say how blessed is the one whose sins “they forgive” and whose sins “they cover over.”
Who are “they” the rabbis are speaking of? It might be, according to the Torah, the relationship of the
Priest in the process of making atonement and drawing near to God. Note that according to the Torah, being
cleansed and pardoned (‘atoned for”) are integrally connected. According to the Scriptures, the Priest eats a
portion of the offering for the purpose of bearing away the iniquity or guilt of the one bringing the offering
(Vayikra / Leviticus 10:17) and then makes atonement on behalf of the gift bearer. This may be found in
Vayikra / Leviticus 10:12-20.

Vayikra / Leviticus 10:12-20

10:12 Then Moses spoke to Aaron, and to his surviving sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, *Take the
grain offering that is left over from the Lord’s offerings by fire and eat it unleavened beside
the altar, for it is most holy. 10:13 “You shall eat it, moreover, in a holy place, because it
is your due and your sons’ due out of the Lord’s offerings by fire; for thus I have been com-
manded. 10:14 ‘The breast of the wave offering, however, and the thigh of the offering you
may eat in a clean place, you and your sons and your daughters with you; for they have been
given as your due and your sons’ due out of the sacrifices of the peace offerings of the sons
of Israel. 10:15 ‘The thigh offered by lifting up and the breast offered by waving they shall
bring along with the offerings by fire of the portions of fat, to present as a wave offering be-
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fore the Lord; so it shall be a thing perpetually due you and your sons with you, just as the
Lord has commanded.” 10:16 But Moses searched carefully for the goat of the sin offering,
and behold, it had been burned up! So he was angry with Aaron’s surviving sons Eleazar and
Ithamar, saying, 10:17 “Why did you not eat the sin offering at the holy place? For it is most
holy, and He gave it to you to bear away the guilt of the congregation, to make atonement for
them before the Lord. 10:18 ‘Behold, since its blood had not been brought inside, into the
sanctuary, you should certainly have eaten it in the sanctuary, just as | commanded.” 10:19
But Aaron spoke to Moses, ‘Behold, this very day they presented their sin offering and their
burnt offering before the Lord. When things like these happened to me, if | had eaten a sin
offering today, would it have been good in the sight of the Lord?” 10:20 When Moses heard
that, it seemed good in his sight. (NASB)

Here the text details the importance of consuming a portion of the offering for the purpose of the
priest bearing the iniquity and making atonement. It is interesting to study the rabbinic understanding of
atonement from the Talmud, and particularly Rashi’s commentary on scriptures related to the atonement the
priest makes for the people: (i) Vayikra / Leviticus 10:16-18, (ii) Vayikra / Leviticus 6:24-26, (iii) Shemot /
Exodus 28:38, and (iv) Bamidbar / Numbers 18:1. These particular scripture references are chosen because
of their relationship to one another dealing with the Priest consuming the sin-offering and bearing our sin
(iniquity), and guilt for the purpose of making atonement before God.

Vayikra / Leviticus 10:16-18

10:16 But Moses searched carefully for the goat of the sin offering, and behold, it had been
burned up! So he was angry with Aaron’s surviving sons Eleazar and Ithamar, saying, 10:17
‘Why did you not eat the sin offering at the holy place? For it is most holy, and He gave it to
you to bear away the guilt of the congregation, to make atonement for them before the Lord.
10:18 “Behold, since its blood had not been brought inside, into the sanctuary, you should
certainly have eaten it in the sanctuary, just as | commanded.” (NASB)

Vayikra / Leviticus 6:24-26

6:24 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 6:25 ‘Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying,
“This is the law of the sin offering: in the place where the burnt offering is slain the sin offer-
ing shall be slain before the Lord; it is most holy. 6:26 ‘The priest who offers it for sin shall
eat it. It shall be eaten in a holy place, in the court of the tent of meeting. (NASB)

Vayikra / Leviticus 6:27-30

6:27 ‘Anyone who touches its flesh will become consecrated; and when any of its blood
splashes on a garment, in a holy place you shall wash what was splashed on. 6:28 “Also the
earthenware vessel in which it was boiled shall be broken; and if it was boiled in a bronze
vessel, then it shall be scoured and rinsed in water. 6:29 ‘Every male among the priests may
eat of it; it is most holy. 6:30 ‘But no sin offering of which any of the blood is brought into
the tent of meeting to make atonement in the holy place shall be eaten; it shall be burned
with fire. (NASB)

Shemot / Exodus 28:38

Ex028:38 ‘It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron shall take away the iniquity of the holy
things which the sons of Israel consecrate, with regard to all their holy gifts; and it shall
always be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord. (NASB)

Vayikra / Leviticus 22:16
22:16 and so cause them to bear punishment for guilt by eating their holy gifts; for I am the
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Lord who sanctifies them.”* (NASB)

Vayikra / Leviticus 22:14-20

22:14 ‘But if a man eats a holy gift unintentionally, then he shall add to it a fifth of it and
shall give the holy gift to the priest. 22:15 “They shall not profane the holy gifts of the sons
of Israel which they offer to the Lord, 22:16 and so cause them to bear punishment for guilt
by eating their holy gifts; for | am the Lord who sanctifies them.’* 22:17 Then the Lord spoke
to Moses, saying, 22:18 ‘Speak to Aaron and to his sons and to all the sons of Israel and say
to them, ‘Any man of the house of Israel or of the aliens in Israel who presents his offering,
whether it is any of their votive or any of their freewill offerings, which they present to the
Lord for a burnt offering 22:19 for you to be accepted it must be a male without defect from
the cattle, the sheep, or the goats. 22:20 ‘Whatever has a defect, you shall not offer, for it
will not be accepted for you. (NASB)

Bamidbar / Numbers 18:1

18:1 So the Lord said to Aaron, “You and your sons and your father’s household with you
shall bear the guilt in connection with the sanctuary, and you and your sons with you shall
bear the guilt in connection with your priesthood. (NASB)

Rashi’s commentary (see Rashi’s commentary online free, “The Complete Jewish Bible with Rashi’s Com-
mentary,” http://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/63255/jewish/The-Bible-with-Rashi.htm, Access
Date: 2013). Studying Rashi’s commentary, it is interesting that the commentary is focused upon the iniq-
uity of the sanctuary and not on the role of the priest to make atonement for the people. Rashi neglects to
discuss the importance of having a priest make atonement for sin in the Tabernacle / Temple in Jerusalem
and this is very significant. The central feature of these verses which have not been addressed, (i) the Priest
bears the iniquity of the non-Priest, and (ii) how does the priest make atonement with regards to himself
having bore the guilt that is in connection with the sinner? The nature of the role of the Priest was to take
care of and make atonement for the one bringing the offering. The focus on the holy things and absence of
discussion from Rashi on this very important aspect of the text is remarkable.

Summary of Rashi’s commentary

1. Vayikra / Leviticus 10:16-18, Rashi neglects to specifically discuss the need for the Priest
to eat of the sacrifice in order to bear the guilt of the one bringing the offering as the Torah
states. The Torah indicates the role of the Priest is to bear ones iniquity and then make atone-
ment before God.

2. Vayikra / Leviticus 6:24-26, is the source text on eating the offering in the holy place. The
Priest who is making atonement is the one who is responsible for consuming part of the
sin-offering. Rashi neglects to comment on this particular mitzvah (command). What are
the reasons why the Priest is commanded by God to consume the sacrifice? Why does Rashi
neglect to discuss this interesting commandment?

3. Shemot / Exodus 28:38, the text states that the Tzitzit is to be placed upon the High Priest
forehead and he is supposed to take away the iniquity of the holy things. The simple meaning
of the text does not indicate the Tzitzit is that which will be used by the Priest to remove the
sin of the holy things. The Torah is a little unclear on the use of the Tzitzit which gives com-
mentators a little bit of leg room to work with. As a result, Rashi has a lengthy discussion
on the use of the Tzitzit saying it is the Tzitzit which bears the sin of the holy things and not
the priest.
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4. Vayikra / Leviticus 22:16, Moses instructs on what happens when one eats a holy gift unin-
tentionally. Here Rashi’s comments are confusing and it goes without saying the discussion
on consumption of the offering with bearing ones guilt is not elucidated in the rabbinic lit-
erature.

5. Bamidbar / Numbers 18:1, God is telling the Priests they will bear the guilt of the sanctuary
that is in connection with the priesthood. Rashi indicates the text here is in relation to the
sacred things, the Priest will bear the iniquity of the non-Priests when they sin with a sacred
thing. The most interesting feature of the text is not addressed (i) why does the Priest bear
the iniquity of the non-Priest and (ii) how does the Priest make atonement for after the one
who is guilty?

According to the Torah, the role of the Priest in the process of atonement is very significant. Studying the
rabbinic commentary, a lot of discussion is given however, there is something distinctly missing. The point
that is missing is what God is trying to show us in the use of the priest to bear our iniquity or guilt and then
make atonement with regard to ““food and drink.” The need for the priest to bear one’s iniquity and lack
of discussion in Rashi’s commentary is the result of atonement being answered in Judaism’s teaching on
Teshuvah (Repentance). However, does repentance supersede the Torah requirement of a Priest? The all
encompassing teaching of repentance doing away with the Torah requirement of the Priest is difficult to
accept when significant portions of the Torah are specifically written detailing the necessity of the various
sacrifices for the forgiveness of sins. For example, Parashat Vayikra (Vayikra / Leviticus 1:1-5:26) and Tzav
(Vayikra / Leviticus 6:1-8:36) detail the procedures regarding how each type of sacrifice is offered. Parashat
Tzav deals with the procedures for offering the various Sacrifices and Parashat Vayikra discusses which
Sacrifice is to be offered under which circumstance. Take for example the following summary for the Chatat
(sin) and Asham (guilt) offerings:

Chatat (Sin, Vayikra / Leviticus 6:17-23)
-The procedure of how to offer the korban.
-The portion eaten by the Priest.
-Instructions on where it may be eaten.

Asham (Guilt, Vayikra / Leviticus 7:1-7)
-The procedure of how to offer the korban.
-The portion eaten by the Priest.
-Instructions on where it may be eaten.

Compare the biblical text and list the steps for the Asham (guilt) and Chatat (sin) offerings. There is great
importance in the need for the blood offered in the sacrifice and the need for the portion of meat to be eat-
en by the Priest for the purpose of bearing away our sin. Over and over again the command to consume a
portion of the offering is given. What can we learn from or say about this very important role of eating a
portion of the sacrifice in the process of making atonement? Is this an example of the shadow of things to
come from the notion of earthly copies and heavenly originals like what the author of Hebrews is trying to
say? This concept is very Hebraic and well grounded in the Tanach. The Torah contains a shadow of the
good things to come but not the actual manifestation of the originals. In respect to the sacrificial system,
the Messiah’s death and entry into the heavenly Holiest Place brings to humanity the actual manifestation
here and now of what the Torah previewed. In the Torah we find evidence on the necessity for Yeshua to go
to the cross for the purpose of bearing our sins. Yeshua bore our sins upon the cross, and then made atone-
ment on our behalf in the Heavenly Holiest Place. Having this understanding on the Priest eating a portion
of the sacrifice for the purpose of incorporating the sin of the sacrifice in his body, is detailed in Vayikra /
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Leviticus 10:17, these Scriptures become a very significant messianic expectation on the work of the Mes-
siah. Yeshua, our High Priest, has taken our sins once and for all and made atonement in His own blood,
just as it is written in Hebrews 9:28. The bearing of our sins and making atonement by the Priest is very
important as it is written in Hebrews 9:28, Yeshua the Messiah fulfilled this Torah command. The Aramaic

Targum ( :IRQT 2V 17917 17172 7O92PR2WT RWI 0277 PR 127 120 7T IR K20 R2OW 70 K 32:1
Of David. Good counsel. David said, ““How blessed is the one whose impieties they forgive, whose sins they
cover over.” EMC) reveals the rabbinic understanding on the forgiveness of sins saying how blessed is the
one whose sins “they forgive” and whose sins ““they cover over.”” The rabbis are referring to the priesthood,
their function was to help someone obtain atonement before God.

David continues saying "A%Y 122 SAYITT 2 X 5107 IM02 PRY 1Y 12 700 20 XD 07X WK 2
7170 TOR °12002 07w 1903 972 0%Y T20R | A1 ond [ 0D 7 :01a-92 naxwa 32:2 How blessed is the
man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit! 32:3 When | kept
silent about my sin, my body wasted away Through my groaning all day long. 32:4 For day and night Your
hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. Selah. (NASB) It

is interesting how David says 11V 12 737 2 X% 078 WK “How blessed is the man to whom the Lord
does not impute iniquity”” using the word 07X (Adam) rather than W°X. This suggests that the man he is
referring to is in a general sense, drawing a contrast against the one who is under a covenant (man, 2°R).

What would be the reason for his use of the word “Adam” here in the text? It might be that the Adam (Q7X),
not being a man who is a covenant member (i.e. not married or a son of Israel) and therefore would not or
had not repented of his sin. David says 32:3 When | kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away Through
my groaning all day long. (NASB) may suggest a connection to the one who is blessed being forgiven by
the Lord and the man that may not be in the covenant blessing of Israel. David goes on to say that the hand
of the Lord was heavy upon him because of his sin, so much so that his life was drained from him. The

Aramaic Targum translates the Masoretic text to say the following, X3 927 *712W” DIMY 12 7wnY 20 2
NI 1772 RNPTIR ONAND 12 NPRWTDINN 2072 3 (XPII PMN2 M RYT 9072 W Y I 2000 RDT

IRNPYH RDPPT R 7 0201 POANOR TAAN 2YIONIN NDOPN 2001 On% O1IR T RN XD CNInnia
32:2 How happy was Moses, son of Amram, to whom the Lord did not reckon his sins, because there was
no guile in his spirit. 32:3 Because | have been silent from the words of Torah, my bones waste away while
| groan all day. 32:4 Because day and night your punishment is severe upon me, my moisture is turned to,
as it were, the hot wind of summer forever. (EMC) 1t is interesting the rabbis parallel these verses to Moshe

whom the Lord did not impute his sins against him. They say there is no guile (X723) in his soul and this was
the reason the Lord did not hold his sins against him. The word “guile” is defined as “n. deceit, duplicity;
fraud, cunning; trickery,”” so Moshe did not treat others or God with deception. The rabbis also say that it
was because David was silent from the words of the Torah that his bones wasted away and groaned all day.
Are the rabbis saying that not studying Torah is a sin? It is interesting that when one sins, the last thing one
wants to do is to study the Scriptures, let alone read the Scriptures. So when David sinned, he did not study
the words of the Torah, had he done so he would have known that he is not to sleep with another man’s
wife, or to commit murder, steeling from his neighbor, etc. The Aramaic Targum also says that because of
the Lord’s punishment, his moisture is turned to a hot wind of summer. This is analogous to the death of
a plant when it is dried out in the desert heat, no fruit may be produced because there is no life, because of
sin. This does make sense regarding the rabbis interpretation of David’s words, deceit, sin, the Torah, etc.
While studying the Apostolic Writings, do we see a similar parallel in thought regarding David’s words and
the rabbis? Let’s look at the book of 1 John in the Apostolic Writings.

1 John 1:5-8

1:5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and
in Him there is no darkness at all. 1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 1:7 but if we walk in the Light as
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He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His
Son cleanses us from all sin. 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves
and the truth is not in us. (NASB)

1 John 2:24-29

2:24 As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard
from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 2:25 This
is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life. 2:26 These things | have written
to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. 2:27 As for you, the anointing which
you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but
as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has
taught you, you abide in Him. 2:28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He ap-
pears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 2:29
If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness
is born of Him. (NASB)

1 John 5:2-5

5:2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His
commandments. 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His
commandments are not burdensome. 5:4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world;
and this is the victory that has overcome the world our faith. 5:5 Who is the one who over-
comes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (NASB)

John speaks of the differences between walking in the light verses walking in darkness and having fellow-
ship with the Lord (1 John 1:5-8). He then says that if you abide in what you heard from the beginning.
What are the things that were heard from the beginning? Is that a reference to the Torah? In the Aramaic
Targum, the rabbis say that because David was silent from the words of the Torah that his bones wasted
away and groaned all day. Notice how John then says all who practices righteousness is born of Him (1 John
2:29). Our understanding of righteousness, how to be righteous, comes from the Torah which draws us back
to the comment in 1 John 2:24 the commandments we heard from the beginning. John concludes his epistle
(1 John 5) saying that we obey his commandments because we love God and the commandments are not
burdensome. David says 32:4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was drained
away as with the fever heat of summer. Selah. (NASB) If we who are called to walk in holiness, righteous-
ness, and justice do not do so, would the Lord’s hand not be heavy upon our lives until we repent and turn
from our sins and walk in the way God would want us to walk? The victory that we have to overcome the
world is our Savior Yeshua the Messiah, the Son of God.

The Septuagint states 32:2 poxdpiog vip ob ov 1y Aoyionton kKbplog auoptiov ovdE Eotv &v 1d
otopatt ovtod d0A0¢ 32:3 d11 €ciynoa malomOn Ta 06Ta Hov Amd Tod Kpalewv pe OANV v Nuépav 32:4
Ot Nuépag Kol voktog £Bapuvin £’ EuE 1) xelp cov €otpdony gig toloummpiav &v @ gumaytjvor diavOov
dyopa 32:2 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin, and whose mouth there is no guile.
32:3 Because | kept silence, my bones waxed old, from my crying all the day. 32:4 For day and night thy
hand was heavy upon me: | became thoroughly miserable while a thorn was fastened in me. Pause. (LXX)
The Septuagint is very similar to the Masoretic text, it is interesting however that the rabbis translate 32:4
For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of
summer. Selah. (NASB) to say that the heavy hand of the Lord has fastened a thorn (dkavOav) in David. This
is fascinating since this brings to memory the Apostle Paul’s thorn in the flesh in 2 Corinthians 12:7-9.

2 Corinthians 12:7-9
12:7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from
exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me
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to keep me from exalting myself! 12:8 Concerning this | implored the Lord three times that
it might leave me. 12:9 And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, | will rather boast about my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may dwell in me. (NASB)

Thorn in the flesh is a colloquialism used to describe a chronic illness, annoyance, or trouble in one’s life.
It is most commonly used by Christians as a result of the source expression written by the Apostle Paul in
his Second Epistle to the Corinthians 12:7-9. According to the Tanach, the ““thorn” is used as a metaphor,
such as in Ezekiel 28:24 and Joshua 23:13.

Joshua 23:13

23:13 know with certainty that the Lord your God will not continue to drive these nations
out from before you; but they will be a snare and a trap to you, and a whip on your sides and
thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off this good land which the Lord your God has
given you. (NASB)

Ezekiel 28:24

28:24 ‘And there will be no more for the house of Israel a prickling brier or a painful thorn
from any round about them who scorned them; then they will know that | am the Lord God.’
(NASB)

What is interesting, studying Christian commentary on the thorn, most commentaries do not reference the
Septuagint and Tehillim / Psalms 32:4 when listing verse references for 2 Corinthians 12:7. What is inter-
esting is that some interpret the thorn as persecutions and unfortunate accidents that characterized Paul’s
life. The Reformers Martin Luther, John Calvin, and others interpret the expression as denoting temptation
to unbelief (see Easton, Matthew George (1897). “Thorn in the flesh”. Easton’s Bible Dictionary (New and
revised ed.). T. Nelson and Sons.). Others focus mainly upon the infirmity that Paul had with discussions on
what exactly was Paul’s thorn in the flesh. What is distinctly missing is a discussion on the thorn (dxoavOav)
that God gave David because of unrepentant sin. The rabbis say that the Lord placed a heavy hand upon
David because of his sin and fastened a thorn to torment him according to the Septuagint. David in the
Psalm is discussing the parallels of the one who is with or without deceit, keeping God’s Word in our hearts
(the study of Torah), not keeping silent about sin (hiding sin), and the Lord being weighty upon his heart
for what he had done. The interesting question is, do you think the Lord would give a child of God a thorn
in the flesh to draw him back to himself, to keep one humble, and to draw one to repentance? He certainly
would, he did that to the Apostle Paul. David said that when he kept silent about his sin, his body made it
known that he had done wrong because the hand of the Lord was weighing upon him. Do you think the
hand of the Lord would weigh heavy upon our lives if we were walking in darkness or trying to walk in both
light and darkness at the same time? These Scriptures seem to indicate so. We do not have a ““safety net”
simply because we believe in Yeshua and are saved. Our lives must demonstrate the fruit of our salvation!
We must take our faith seriously and watch what we see, hear, and do. According to John’s epistle, we are
to live our lives according to the commands of God.

David said that it is only when we humble ourselves and confess our sins that the Lord will forgive
our guilt ( 179 NNV 119 XYY TARY 2 YWD *2y AT AV 0-X? T TR NRYT 7, 32:5
I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity | did not hide; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to
the Lord’; And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah. NASB) He goes on to say 7°0-22 2920° NXT-5Y
AP K7 POR 0927 2% Auwh P R¥H NYY 79X | 32:6 Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You
in a time when You may be found; Surely in a flood of great waters they will not reach him. (NASB) Does
this suggest that there are times when the Lord cannot be found? Is there Scriptural evidence that states a
time in Israel’s history when God could not be found? One instance that comes to find is from Ezekiel 14
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that states the people had idols in their hearts and the Lord would answer the people according to their idols
thus receiving a wrong answer so that they would be destroyed. We know this happened a lot, God gave
King Saul a lying spirit. The northern tribes of Israel also were given false prophecies by their prophets
because of their sins. Do you think the Lord could not be found in this instance? In the Tanach, there are
many examples of prayers that were not answered. In the Scriptures, the Lord usually responded to one
praying, we are told that when we pray to expect that He will answer us (James 1:5 and Jeremiah 33:3).
Out of the prayers that we find in the Scriptures, many times the reason the Lord responded with no or did
not respond at all was because of the sin of the individual of the people as a whole. The other reason was
because it was not the Lord’s will or that it did not glorify the Lord. One example may be taken from King
Saul’s life, he asked for guidance from the Lord to help him defeat his enemy, however, because of Saul’s
disobedience the Lord did not respond to his prayer. King David also received the same response from the
Lord following his sin with Bathsheba and the death of his child (see 2 Samuel 12:14-31). Other examples
of the Lord not answering prayer, Jonah and Elijah both asked to die because of their difficult circumstances
and His answer was no (see Jonah 4 and 1 Kings 19:1-14). Yeshua also asked for the Lord to take the cup
of suffering from Him (Luke 22:42) but it was God’s will and plan for him to drink the cup and Submit to
the will of the father. In these instances of prayer, would this have been considered a time when the Lord

could not be found? The rabbis translate this in the Aramaic Targum to say N9 R? "W TPYTIR N0 7
TINNY TATR RTO0T 720980 RT 202 1 1PnRbyh 22Im N RNPAW NIRY DR TN QTR 207102 OV OTIR NONR

RWRIARD RWRIND 7077 RY M2 Xo0 777 TR0 A0V 1IN1T 17799 7102 75°0wn 1799 32:5 My sin |
will tell you and my iniquity | have not covered. I said, ““I will confess my rebellions in the presence of the
Lord;” and You forgave the iniquity of my sin forever. 32:6 Because of this let every pious man pray in Your
presence at the time of His favor; indeed, at the time when many Gentiles come like waters, to him they will
not come near to do harm. (EMC) Note how the rabbis say “I will confess my iniquities before the Lord and

He forgave his iniquities forever” (12%3% 2211 N°>1Y XNPAW NIRY DRI 717 Q7R 710 2V S7IR NPINR) and

““On account of / Because of this...”” (X7 21U1n) the pious man is to pray in God’s presence at the time of His
favor. Notice the parallel with being open with our sins before the Lord and his being available to hear the
prayer of the pious (X7°0M).

The time of God’s favor is also paralleled with the times when Gentiles come near to do no harm. It
is interesting how David says :33°3° X7 17X 0°27 0% QLW P71 X¥D NY? 98 | 7°90-92 5980 DRT-5Y
32:6 Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be found; Surely in a flood
of great waters they will not reach him. (NASB) The flood of great waters (2°27 0% qYW?) is used here as
an allegory to convey a powerful message striving in prayer for the Lord. This most likely is a reference
to the story of Noach and the Flood, and this story from the Torah is used throughout the Scriptures. King
Solomon said in Song 8:7 1371-22-NY WK 1A°-OX 7190Y° KD N7 720X7-NR N2 199 Ko ooan o 7
:12 31927 192 7120%32 I0°2 8:7 Many waters cannot quench love, Nor will rivers overflow it; If a man were to
give all the riches of his house for love, It would be utterly despised. (NASB) The phrase ““many waters”
is a reference to the waters of Noach and the unquenchable love that is within the human soul for God, the
kind of love is on fire like what is found in coals, a mighty flame (Song 8:6 Put me like a seal over your
heart, Like a seal on your arm. For love is as strong as death, Jealousy is as severe as Sheol; Its flashes are
flashes of fire, The very flame of the LORD. NASB) In Solomon’s words, the “many waters” symbolizes
ones struggle with the world (i.e. preoccupation with worldly concerns). Note how the preoccupation with
worldly concerns, for instance working for a living, sometimes the business of work can make a person feel
like they are ““drowning” in life. The preoccupation with ones livelihood may also cause a person to lose
sight of what is truly important, to seek the Lord and devote one’s self to prayer and studying God’s Word.
With this in mind, it is interesting what David is saying in the Psalm, 32:6 Therefore, let everyone who is
godly pray to You in a time when You may be found; Surely in a flood of great waters they will not reach him.
(NASB) he may have been referring to the business of life and the need to seek the Lord when we have the
opportunity to do so and not allow the flood of great waters of this world overtake us.
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The Septuagint states 32:5 v Guaptiav pov &yvopiso kol v dvopiov pov ovk ékdivya eima
€Eayopedom Kat’ LoD TV AVOUIoY LoV T@ Kupim Kol oL ApTjkog TV acEPelay THe AuapTiog Lov Stay oA
32:6 vYmep TaTNC TPOoceLEETAL TAC OG10G TPOG GE £V KOP@® €VOETM TATV €V KATAKAVGUED VOATWV TOAADY
pOg o TOV 0VK yylodoty 32:5 | acknowledged my sin, and hid not mine iniquity: I said, I will confess mine
iniquity to the Lord against myself; and thou forgavest the ungodliness of my heart. Pause. 32:6 Therefore
shall every holy one pray to thee in a fit time: only in the deluge of many waters they shall not come nigh to
him. (LXX) Here the rabbis say that everyone is to pray in a “fit time”” and that only in the deluge of many
waters will they not come near to the Lord. The point we can take away from the Hebrew, Aramaic, and
Greek texts is to realize that this world can cause us to be preoccupied with life, so much so that we might
neglect our time with the Lord to seek Him, forgiveness, to pray, and to study His Word. The waters men-
tioned here in the text are important because water possesses the ability to spiritually purify. In the story of
Noach, the corruption of that generation had defiled the entire earth, as we are told, *“for the earth is filled
with violence™ (Bereshit / Genesis 6:13) and therefore the Lord destroyed and reshaped the earth itself while
eliminating those who had defiled it. In doing so the Lord purified the world. The Lord chose water, which
has the ability to accomplish this, as it is written in Ezekiel 36:25 ““And | will sprinkle upon you pure waters
and you will be purified; from all your defilements and from all your idols I will purify you.” The floodwa-
ters are similar to a spiritually purifying mikvah (ritual bath).

David concludes his Psalm saying | 77°3WR 17 :779 *122100 09D °37 21080 %71 %2 00 | AR 7
SN 2R 92 01737 DTV IR A0R3 T TR 793 0107 [ PAN-OR 0 DPY Y AN o0 W-T773 TN
132210 707 7302 NIl VW2 092981 0927 ° 32:7 You are my hiding place; You preserve me from
trouble; You surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah. 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the
way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon you. 32:9 Do not be as the horse or as the
mule which have no understanding, Whose trappings include bit and bridle to hold them in check, Otherwise
they will not come near to you. 32:10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, But he who trusts in the Lord,
lovingkindness shall surround him. (NASB) The last verse says =72 11°177] Q%278 12°3) M2 0 X°
29-71232:11 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, you righteous ones; And shout for joy, all you who are upright
in heart. (NASB) David says that the Lord is his hiding place because God preserves him from trouble. The
Lord will instruct in the path he should go. How does the Lord instruct David in the path he should go?
How does the Lord instruct us in the path we should go? According to Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:3 we are
told 6:3 “O Israel, you should listen and be careful to do it, that it may be well with you and that you may
multiply greatly, just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk
and honey. (NASB) The Lord instructs us in His ways according to His Word, the Torah. David continues
warning not to be like the horse or mule without understanding that requires a bridle to hold them in check.
This is why there are many sorrows for the wicked, but for the righteous who trust in the Lord, he will be
surrounded by the mercy of God. The Aramaic Targum and the Septuagint say the following:

Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 32:7-11

32:7 You are the Lord; hide me, from the oppressor guard me; the joy of salvation will sur-
round me forever. 32:8 | will enlighten you and teach you; in this way you shall go; I will
advise you and put my eye upon you for good. 32:9 Do not be like a horse or mule who have
no intelligence; both muzzle and halter are its trappings to be kept silent; let it not come near
you. 32:10 Many are the pains of the wicked; but favor will surround the one who trusts in
the Lord. 32:11 Rejoice in the word of the Lord, and be glad, O righteous; and give praise,
all you with upright hearts. (EMC)

SWR T IRAPYY SN RMATW DY 2107030 TI0°02 Rpvhan o0 7m0 MnY XITNIR DK T
777 RODI00 AN RD U 917V X2V IOV MWK T2 TN 137 RN J19999K) 71995
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TRIPYI KT 9X°N D 17w ROPITR

Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 32:7-11

32:7 Thou art my refuge from the affliction that encompasses me; my joy, to deliver me from
them that have compassed me. Pause. 32:8 | will instruct thee and guide thee in this way
wherein thou shalt go: I will fix mine eyes upon thee. 32:9 Be ye not as horse and mule, which
have no understanding; but thou must constrain their jaws with bit and curb, lest they should
come nigh to thee. 32:10 Many are the scourges of the sinner: but him that hopes in the Lord
mercy shall compass about. 32:11 Be glad in the Lord, and exult, ye righteous: and glory, all
ye that are upright in heart.(LXX)

32:7 60 pov &l kotaguyn and OAyeng tiic mepleyodone pe O dyariiond pov AVTpwoal
HE GO TRV KVKAMGAVTOV pe Stényolpa 32:8 cuveTid og kol GUUPIP® oc &v 08¢ Tavt N
nopevon SmoPd &mi 6& Tovg OPOALOVC Hov 32:9 R yivesOe d¢ tnmog kai fpiovog oig
0VK £€0TIV GUVESIG &V oAV Kol KNI TOG olaryovag anTdv dy&ot Tdv pn £yyilovimv Tpog 6é
32:10 molhai ol paotiyes Tod apaptolod Tov 6& EAmilovta €mi KOplov EAeog KukAmaoet 32:11
e0QPavONTE £Mi KOPLOV Kol AyaAldoOe dikatot kol kowydobe mavteg oi €00&IC T kapdiq

Both the Septuagint (Greek Translation) and the Aramaic Targum agrees well with the Masoretic Text. The

Targum states :RI1°¥ 827 X0 92 172w ROPITX W11 WY T XINM2 1T KX 32:11 Rejoice in the
word of the Lord, and be glad, O righteous; and give praise, all you with upright hearts. (EMC) The rabbis
say to ““rejoice in the word of the Lord.” There is always cause for rejoicing in the Lord, even in times of af-
fliction, distress, and persecution. The reason being the “word of the Lord” always remains the same which
speaks of God’s mercy and Grace. The Scriptures always speaks for peace and forgiveness, the righteous-
ness of God and His Messiah Yeshua are everlasting, and so is His salvation and mercy and consequentially
His love. The concluding verse that states 27-"%/°-932 129177 Q°2°7% 12°3) 711°2 Y X°32:11 Be glad in
the Lord and rejoice, you righteous ones; And shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart. (NASB) David
states that the one who may be glad and rejoice are the righteous ones (2°2°7X) and all who are upright in

heart (22-°¢-72). This brings us back to the topic of righteousness and justice in our lives, being inno-
cent before the Lord, not having deception in our hearts before the Lord. These things we should strive for,
seek the Lord and only serve the God of Israel, respect all people (love your neighbor), be humble before
the Lord, be honest, live a moral life, be generous with time and money, practice what you preach (don’t
be a hypocrite), and forgive others their sins against you. The rabbis say that we are not to be preoccupied
with this world because worldly values include wealth, power, pleasure, revenge, fame, vanity and status.
These are the most important things to the unrighteous (wicked) people who desire nothing beyond serving
themselves. Worldly values promote jealousies, resentments and conflicts among people in accordance with
the purposes of Satan (John 8:44, Acts 5:3, Romans 16:17-20, 2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:1-3, 4:25-
32, 2 Timothy 2:22-26, 1 John 3:8-10). According to Tehillim / Psalms 32, the Lord wants to teach us His
ways according to the Torah. The Lord’s values are the opposite of worldly values. The good way, the good
path, the one the Lore want us to walk is kindness to all people instead of power; humility instead of status;
honesty and generosity instead of wealth, self-control instead of self-indulgence, and forgiveness instead of
revenge. The Lord’s values promote peace in our hearts and am among people in accordance with the pur-
poses of God. We who are called by His name are to strive in obedience to God, then, by the help of Holy
Spirit and in the Messiah Yeshua we will find a sense of joy and peace that no worldly rewards can match!
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Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 32 has 4 parts. Reading through the

Midrash we will be looking at Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 32,
Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4.

Part 1

Part 2

Part 3

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 32, Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n»7 27 (Dibur Hamathil) saying *“Of David,
Maskil. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is pardoned (Tehillim / Psalms
32:1).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction™ to the Midrash says “The Word maskil is to be
considered in the light of the verse The way of life is above to the wise (maskil) (Mishley / Proverbs
15:24).”

The 9Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN1°N9 (Petihta), the rabbis discuss Da-
vid’s words regarding the man who looks up to heaven.

The PW1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”” expands upon the 7@ (mashal) goes on to expand
upon the man who looks up to heaven, the way of life is from above to the wise.

The Concluding phrase says “And how does one come to be a man whose sin is pardoned? By
telling his evil deeds and acknowledging each to the Holy One blessed be He. So David said, I ac-
knowledged my sin unto You, and my iniquity have I hid (Tehillim / Psalms 32:5).”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°rinn:1 127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “Blessed is the
man unto whom the Lord who does not regard iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile (Tehillim
/ Psalms 32:2).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction™ to the Midrash says “Rabbi Jose son of Rabbi
Judah said. When a man’s repentance is so complete that his heart is torn within him, the Holy One
blessed be He, forgives him.”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN1°N9 (Petihta), the rabbis discuss Da-
vid’s words regarding confessing one’s sins before the Lord.

The Pw1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”” expands upon the 7@ (mashal) goes on to expand
upon David’s words regarding confessing one’s sins before the Lord and the length of time one is
required to confess their sins before God.

The Concluding phrase says ““Hence in saying These may be forgotten (Isaiah 49:15), Scripture
means sins may be forgotten, and in saying Yet will I not forget you means that your good works will
not be forgotten. Hence, David said, blessed is he whose transgression is pardoned.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°rin%:1 112°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying ““A further com-
ment, Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord does not regard his iniquity (Tehillim / Psalms 32:2).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says ““to be sure, that the man has
done a good deed to offset the iniquity.”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN1°N9 (Petihta), the rabbis discuss Da-
vid’s words regarding whether a man has deceit or guile in his heart and praying before the Lord?
The PW1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”” expands upon the 7@ (mashal) goes on to expand
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upon how deceit in one’s heart led to the exile and shame.

* The Concluding phrase says “But he that trusts in the Lord, mercy will compass him about. Rabbi
Eleazar said in the name of rabbi Abba, Even the wicked who trusts in the Lord, him mercy com-
passes about.”

Part 4

* The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n77 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying “Be glad in the
Lord, and rejoice, you righteous; and sin for joy, all you that are upright in heart (Tehillim / Psalms
32:11).”

» The Xn°N5 (Petihta) ““the homiletic introduction™ to the Midrash says ““Rabbi Berechiah taught in
the name of rabbi Yudan, the righteous should say, In this verse, we are separated from the company
of the upright; therefore, singing for joy is meant for the righteous also, for in the next Psalm it is
said Sing for Joy in the Lord O you righteous (Tehillim / Psalms 33:1).”

+ The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss Da-
vid’s words regarding the righteous and rejoicing before the Lord.

+ The w1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the W1 (mashal) goes on to expand
upon the discussion of sin, the righteous, and rejoicing before the Lord.

» The Concluding phrase says ““Should it bring you to sin, take care to repent, and | will relieve you of
your sin, as is said, | have made, and I will lift up; I Myself will carry, and will deliver you (Isaiah
46:4) from the punishment of Gehenna. Hence it is said Blessed is he whose transgression is lifted
up, and whose sin is pardoned (Tehillim / Psalms 32:1).”

Midrash Tehillim 32, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (21107 12°7) saying ““Of David,
Maskil. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is pardoned (Tehillim / Psalms 32:1).”” The
homiletic introduction to the Midrash says ““The Word maskil is to be considered in the light of the verse The

way of life is above to the wise (maskil) (Mishley / Proverbs 15:24).” The Midrash continues saying 1IN

77979 125N01W QTR °32 198 ,20wn? 79yn o°n “The way of life is above to the wise, to men who look up
to heaven.” The example that is given by the rabbis regarding the wise who look to heaven are the sons of
Korach saying “Thus, also to the eternal God, of the sons of Korach, Maskil (Tehillim / Psalms 44:1) means

that when the sons of korach looked up to heaven, they escaped.” (2°2Wn 1P 127 MX1AY IR R 1

W5n1 YYD 12aN0Iw 1% ,(R T2 0°77N)) It is interesting that they say the sons of Korach escaped and
that they looked to heaven. Is this what is described in Parashat Korach (Bamidbar / Numbers 16:1-18:32)?
The Torah describes a specific function to the Kohathites, namely care of the vessels and objects within the
sanctuary, the Ark of the Covenant, the Menorah, the Table of the bread of the presence (Bamidbar / Num-
bers 3:31-32). According to Joshua 21:20-26, the Kohathites possessed several cities scattered throughout
the geographic region in the Kingdom of Israel south of the Jezreel Valley, and in the region north of the
Galilee.

Joshua 21:20-26

21:20 Then the cities from the tribe of Ephraim were allotted to the families of the sons of
Kohath, the Levites, even to the rest of the sons of Kohath. 21:21 They gave them Shechem,
the city of refuge for the manslayer, with its pasture lands, in the hill country of Ephraim,
and Gezer with its pasture lands, 21:22 and Kibzaim with its pasture lands and Beth-horon
with its pasture lands; four cities. 21:23 From the tribe of Dan, Elteke with its pasture lands,
Gibbethon with its pasture lands, 21:24 Aijalon with its pasture lands, Gath-rimmon with its
pasture lands; four cities. 21:25 From the half-tribe of Manasseh, they allotted Taanach with
its pasture lands and Gath-rimmon with its pasture lands; two cities. 21:26 All the cities with
their pasture lands for the families of the rest of the sons of Kohath were ten. (NASB)
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What is interesting is that Not all of the sons of Korach died during the rebellion of Korach, Datan, and
Aviram. The biblical text suggests that some from the family of Korach survived and were settled in the
land of Israel. Because the Scriptures list the Kohathites as having land, the rabbis say “As Scripture says,
they looked above to Him, and were radiant; and their faces will never be confounded (Tehillim / Psalms
34:6). But their father who did not look up to heaven, and Datan and Aviram also, they went down alive into
the pit, as is said, So they, and all that pertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed
upon them (Bamidbar / Numbers 16:33)” A parallel is then drawn to David saying he looked to heaven, he
escaped, and as a result David can say with confidence that the Lord brought his enemies down to the pit
of destruction (Tehillim / Psalms 55:24). Another example is given in the midrash on ““he who raises his
eyes to heaven,” a parallel is drawn to Nebuchadnezzar who was driven from men because of his pride and
arrogance.

Thus also, after Nebuchadnezzar was driven from the midst of men, you find that he said, |
Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up my eyes unto heaven, and my understanding returned to me (Dan-
iel 4:31). If even the wicked who deserve extermination but look to heaven, the Holy One,
blessed be He, forthwith gives them pardon, how much more and more pardon, therefore, to
Israel, children of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, if they look up to heaven. David said,
I will look up to heaven, Of David, Maskil. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven
(Tehillim / Psalms 32:1).
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The rabbis say that even the wicked who deserve to die, if they look to heaven, the Lord will pardon them.
They continue saying how much more will the Lord pardon the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob if
they too look to heaven. Midrash Tehillim 32, Part 1 concludes saying ““For he who looks up to heaven is
one whose sin is pardoned, as it is said And David looked above (maskil), and the Lord was with him (1
Samuel 18:14); and also it is said, When Saul saw that he looked above (maskil), he stood in awe of him
(1 Samuel 18:15). And how does one come to be a man whose sin is pardoned? By telling his evil deeds
and acknowledging each to the Holy One blessed be He. So David said, | acknowledged my sin unto You,
and my iniquity have I hid (Tehillim / Psalms 32:5).”” This is consistent with the Apostle John’s writing in
his first Epistle, 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (NASB) The concluding point of the midrash is not living in deceit
before the Lord in an attempt to hide our sins. The Apostle John speaks at length on this in his first Epistle.

1 John 1:8-2:6

1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. 1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and
His word is not in us. 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may
not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
2:2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those
of the whole world. 2:3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His
commandments. 2:4 The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 2:5 but whoever keeps His word, in him
the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 2:6 the one
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who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked. (NASB)

If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and lie. If we confess our sins, the Lord will forgive us of
our sins. And additionally, what is missing in the rabbinic commentary, if we do sin we have an Advocate
with the Father, Yeshua the Messiah the righteous one. John speaks of the righteous one and then how we
are to also live righteous lives. If we are to abide in Him, we are to walk in the same manner as He (Yeshua)
walked (1 John 2:6).

Midrash Tehillim 32, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°1nn77 T12°7) saying “Blessed is
the man unto whom the Lord who does not regard iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile (Tehillim
/ Psalms 32:2).” The homiletic introduction to the Midrash states “Rabbi Jose son of Rabbi Judah said.
When a man’s repentance is so complete that his heart is torn within him, the Holy One blessed be He, for-
gives him.” The rabbis continue saying the following:

Rabbi Eliezer son of Jacob said, The sins which a man confesses one year, he is forbidden to
confess the next year; but if he repeats his sins, he must, of course, confess them again the
next year. But if he does not repeat them, yet confesses them the next year, Scripture says of
him As a dog returns to his vomit, so a fool repeats his folly (Mishley / Proverbs 26:11). But
the rabbis said, The sins a man confesses one year, even though he does not repeat them, he
should nonetheless confess again the next year, to fulfill the verse I acknowledge my trans-
gressions; and my sin is ever before me (Tehillim / Psalms 51:5). (Midrash Tehillim 32, Part
2)
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It is interesting what the rabbis reason regarding iniquity and the one whom the Lord does not find guile

(17°27). Rabbi Eliezer says that the sins one confesses one year, he is forbidden to confess the next year,
however this is dependent upon whether he repents of the sin. Is it possible to confess a sin before the Lord
and not be repentant? The rabbis say that though a man confesses on year, even if he does not repeat his sin,
he should confess again the same sins the next year to fulfill the verse that speaks of our sins being ever be-
fore the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 51:3). The Scriptures state specifically a person is to ““repent from his sin”’

AYR-NY W) where the word 207 “Heshiv’” means ““to turn” indicating that repentance consists also
of a physical response (action in one’s life) to turn from sin and not simply showing remorse in the heart.
Repentance is all encompassing going from our head to our feet. If repentance does not reach our feet then

we will not turn from our evil ways which is the very nature of the word repentance (2°%7]) to turn from the
paths of unrighteousness to the path of righteousness that God wants for us. The Lord calls us to turn from
the path of unrighteousness taking it upon ourselves to never do such a thing ever again; essentially, these
scriptures show us that confession is a necessary part of Teshuvah (repentance) leading to salvation. The
rabbinic mindset, according to Midrash Tehillim 32, Part 2, is that we are to be ever seeking the Lord for
forgiveness of our sins, regardless of whether we have committed them and repented previously. We are to
acknowledge our sins, which again is consistent with what the Apostle John says in his epistle 1 John 1:8
If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1:9 If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (NASB)

According to the Torah we are told that we are to confess our sins before the Lord and repent. We
are not to remain in sin, we are to strive against sin. We are called to live holy lives, to walk in righteousness
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and justice towards others. Bamidbar / Numbers 5:5-10 says the following:

Bamidbar / Numbers 5:5-10

5:5 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 5:6 ‘Speak to the sons of Israel, “When a man or
woman commits any of the sins of mankind, acting unfaithfully against the Lord, and that
person is guilty, 5:7 then he shall confess his sins which he has committed, and he shall make
restitution in full for his wrong and add to it one-fifth of it, and give it to him whom he has
wronged. 5:8 ‘But if the man has no relative to whom restitution may be made for the wrong,
the restitution which is made for the wrong must go to the Lord for the priest, besides the ram
of atonement, by which atonement is made for him. 5:9 *Also every contribution pertaining
to all the holy gifts of the sons of Israel, which they offer to the priest, shall be his. 5:10 ‘So
every man’s holy gifts shall be his; whatever any man gives to the priest, it becomes his.”*
(NASB)
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According to Bamidbar / Numbers 5:5-10, confession is a part of making restitution to the person that has
been wronged. King David said in Tehillim / Psalms 32:3 When | kept silent about my sin, my body wasted
away through my groaning all day long. 32:4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vi-
tality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. Selah. 32:5 | acknowledged my sin to You, And
my iniquity | did not hide; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’; And You forgave the guilt
of my sin. Selah. 32:6 Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be found;
Surely in a flood of great waters they will not reach him. (NASB) David said that “when | kept silent, my
“bones™ (,°>nXY atsmay) NIRW2 ““beshaagati”” “roared.” David is saying that deep within his body, sin
was causing his bones to roar as the NASB translates ““groan all day long.” The hand of the Lord was
tichbad (7221) heavy upon him day and night (32:4) indicating that the Lord was working in David leading
him to repent from his sin. It is interesting to note that the word tichbad (722n) is from the root word 723

meaning “heavy” the same root for the word “glory” (7122). Will the glory of God which rests upon us will
be heavy on our lives and our souls if we sin? David says “l acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity

| did not hide; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions (*¥¥/9) to the Lord’; And You forgave the guilt of my
sin. Selah.” (32:5) even the smallest sin needs to be confessed before the Lord. In the Torah in Bamidbar

/ Numbers 5:7 we find that repentance (2°%777) and confession work together. This is very similar to what
the Apostle John said in 1 John 1:9 ?¢av opoloydpev t0g apoptiog NUdv, motdg 6TV Kol dikatog tva aot
NUiv tag apoptiog kol kobapion Huag aro maong adwiag. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”” (NASB) We find a consistent
understanding of these verses from the Torah on repentance and confession in the Apostolic Writings when
John the Baptist called Israel to immerse as a sign of repentance. Note that this is not something new to
the Apostolic writings. Immersion comes right out of the Torah (Vayikra / Leviticus 15:13). Yeshua did
not institute baptism as a sign of the covenant as what is taught in Catholicism. Baptism was and is simply
a sign of repentance and faith. Note how John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance in the Jordan River
*“Confessing their sins™ (é€opoloyovpevol tag apaptiog) according to Mark 1:5 (*“And all the country of
Judea was going out to him, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him in the
Jordan River, confessing their sins.””) Yeshua also said "Aéy® dpiv 811 obTtOG Yopd v Td 0Vpavd Eoton £mi
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EVI QUAPTOAD HETOVOODVTL §j €ml Eveviikovta Evvéa dikaiolg oitiveg ob ypeiav Eyovotv petavoiog. “There
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need
no repentance.” (Luke 15:7) These examples coupled with the rabbinic understanding on repentance from
the midrash, we can conclude that through all of scripture, confession (é€opoAoyodevor) and repentance

(netavoiog, 2°WiT1) work together. This is a picture of our continually seeking the Lord for forgiveness of
our sins, seeking His righteousness and seeking to live in justice towards others on a daily basis.
In the remainder of Midrash Tehillim 32, Part 2, the rabbis say the following:

And what does rabbi Eliezer make of the words my sin is ever before me, which are cited by
the Rabbis? They mean, he says, that a man should hold his sins ever before him, but that he
need not keep speaking of them. Rabbi Phinchas said in the name of rabbi Abba son of Papa,
when you say you have nothing new to confess, boasting that this year you have no sins, you
disdain the command of your Maker stilled by the lying lips which to the Righteous One in
pride and with disdain speak of old sins (Tehillim / Psalms 31:19). Rabbi Huna taught in the
name of Rabbi Abbahu that God said to Israel, for your sake, | wrote to Myself that | am one
who forgets, if such a thing is conceivable, for | am A God that pardones iniquity, and passes
by transgression (Micah 7:18), | forget iniquity and transgression. Hence in saying These
may be forgotten (Isaiah 49:15), Scripture means sins may be forgotten, and in saying Yet
will I not forget you means that your good works will not be forgotten. Hence, David said,
blessed is he whose transgression is pardoned. (Midrash Tehillim 32, Part 2)
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The rabbis cite the Scripture that one’s sin is ever before the Lord and say that the interpretation is: “that
a man should hold his sins ever before him, but that he need not keep speaking of them.” This means that
the one who has nothing to confess, if he boasts that he has no sins, he has disdain for the command of God
and he is found a liar. (Note the Apostle John’s comments in 1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we
are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. NASB) In addition to this, studying the seven churches
of Revelation 2-3, we have find that all have one thing in common: the need to overcome. Note that some
are receive more chastening and harsher criticism than others, yet Christ admonishes even the *““best™ or
“least criticized” to overcome. This suggests that all these churches fall short of God’s standard of holiness.
All lack a certain amount of faith, hope, love, obedience, dedication, and responsiveness, all seem to still
produce the works of the flesh, man’s carnal nature and selfishness. These are examples of the necessity of
always seeking the Lord each day because we all fall short of His glory and perfection. According to the
Psalms, David says the Lord forgets our sins in Tehillim / Psalms 103:123327 27377 27907 110 Pn2 20

APYYR-NR“As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.” (NASB)
On the other hand, the Rabbis use this verse to say that our sin is always before the Lord. Why do the rabbis
use this verse to say that our sin is always before the Lord? The rabbis seem to be making an antithetical
contrast between ““sin”” and ““good works,” saying ““Hence in saying These may be forgotten (Isaiah 49:15),
Scripture means sins may be forgotten, and in saying Yet will I not forget you means that your good works
will not be forgotten. Hence, David said, blessed is he whose transgression is pardoned.” They seem to
setup a counter-proposition and denote a direct contrast to the original proposition of sin being before the
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Lord forever, whereas, our sins are forgiven and forgotten, and our works of righteousness (good works) are
before the Lord forever. The point of the midrash seems to be drawn out in setting up the opposition, the
rabbis bring out the contrast in the meaning that we will not to be forever sinning, there are times when we
do not sin and yet we are to continue to seek the Lord and to do what is good. The good news is that we are
not destined to sin, we have been made free from sin by the power of the Holy Spirit and because of Yeshua
the Messiah our Savior. The Apostle John said in 1 John 1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make
Him a liar and His word is not in us. 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you
may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2:2 and
He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 2:3
By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 2:4 The one who says, ‘I
have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 2:5
but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are
in Him: 2:6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.
2:7 Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard. 2:8 On the other hand, | am
writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true Light is already shining. (NASB) The Apostle John appears to be on a similar thought process
regarding sin, forgiveness, and obedience to the word of the Lord.

Midrash Tehillim 32, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°17107577 712°7) saying ““A further com-
ment, Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord does not regard his iniquity (Tehillim / Psalms 32:2).”” The
homiletic introduction to the Midrash says ““to be sure, that the man has done a good deed to offset the

iniquity.” Remember that the Aramaic Targum translates the Masoretic text to say, 272V 72 7wn? 20 2
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XN2Y2 RDPPT X27W 32:2 How happy was Moses, son of Amram, to whom the Lord did not reckon his
sins, because there was no guile in his spirit. 32:3 Because | have been silent from the words of Torah, my
bones waste away while I groan all day. 32:4 Because day and night your punishment is severe upon me,
my moisture is turned to, as it were, the hot wind of summer forever. (EMC) The rabbis parallel these verses

to Moshe whom the Lord did not impute his sins against him. They say there is no guile (X?21) in his soul
and this was the reason the Lord did not hold his sins against him. Note the word *““guile” is defined as ““n.
deceit, duplicity; fraud, cunning; trickery,”” so Moshe did not treat others or God with deception. The rabbis
also say that it was because David was silent from the words of the Torah that his bones wasted away and
groaned all day. In the midrash, the rabbis say “And in whose spirit there is no guile, that is, he must be a
man whose prayer is not deceitful, a man whose study of Torah is not deceitful.”” The rabbis suggest that it
is possible to study the Torah with deceit. Do you think is it possible to study the Torah with deceit? This
comment from the rabbis seems to come directly from the translation of the Aramaic Targum (Pseudo Jon-
athan) shown above. Can you think of any biblical examples where someone had studied the Torah for the
purpose of deceit? Is it possible to study the bible and deceive ourselves? How about those who feel that
God and His word are something to be used verses those who believe God and His Word are to be submitted
to. Consider those people who argue theology and make it a point of their lives to argue theology (I am
right and you are wrong) rather than seeking the Lord God Almighty? Is theology the same was the Word of
God? Consider now the biblical character from David’s life, Adonijah, he originally wanted to become king
instead of Solomon David’s son. According to the Scriptures, Adonijah was Solomon’s older brother and he
asked for Abishag the Shunammite as wife (see 1 Kings) . According to 1 Kings 1, she was the virgin that
laid with King David to keep him warm because of his old age, she was very beautiful. Adonijah was plan-
ning to use her to get closer to the throne. Solomon recognized Adonijah’s plan and he said that his request
was his death warrant. As a result of this, according to 1 Kings 1:50 we read 1:50 And Adonijah was afraid
of Solomon, and he arose, went and took hold of the horns of the altar. (NASB) We know, according to the
Scriptures, that Adonijah was not a godly man, he had no use for God or the Scriptures, however, when he
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needed to save his life, he run to the Tabernacle and grabbed hold of the horns of the altar so as to save his
life. If someone run to the Tabernacle and grabbed hold of the horns on the altar there would have been a
need to have a trial and determination of what was going on. In these Scriptures, Adonijah was utilizing the
Lord and His Word with deceit, by cunning or trickery, the sole purpose was to save his life. Today do we
see God as someone to be used to get things rather than to be submitted to? Do you hold God hostage to His
word, hostage to His promises, or to the things we may think the Scriptures are saying, is this you? God’s
Word is something to be submitted to, we are to submit to the authority of the Lord God Almighty and to
His Word, and according to the Apostolic Writings we are to submit to Yeshua the Messiah also.

Studying the seven churches according to Revelation 2-3, it is interesting that all the churches have
one thing in common, ““the need to overcome.” John’s vision of the ““ekklesion” seems to categorize the
believers into separate groups, each are found doing more or less of what the Lord wants them to do. Reve-
lation 2-3 suggests that all these churches fall short of God’s standard of holiness. All lack faith, hope, love,
obedience, dedication, and responsiveness, among other aspects of who they should be as the children of
God. All of these people still produce the works of the flesh and selfishness. Note how all of these are con-
nected, we have faith, hope, and love for the Messiah Yeshua, and this is why we dedicate our lives to Him,
we are responsive to Him, and obedient to God’s Word. The flesh on the other hand does not want to be
obedient, dedicated, or responsive to the Word of God. Because of the desires of the flesh, for some, God’s
Word becomes something that is casually read while life goes on as usual. Is this a form of self deception
like the rabbis are saying in the midrash, studying Torah with or without deceit? Considering “Torah” as a
reference to all of Scripture, is it possible to read the Scriptures to make us feel like we have accomplished
something (feel better about ourselves) and then go and do nothing physically, such as acts of repentance?
According to these Scriptures regarding the churches in Revelation 2-3, the Apostle James in his epistle, and
others, faith requires action. If we study God’s Word and do not put our faith into action, what can we say
about our faith, hope, love, obedience, dedication, and responsiveness as a child of God?

Midrash Tehillim 32, Part 4 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10177 712°7) saying ““Be glad in the
Lord, and rejoice, you righteous; and sin for joy, all you that are upright in heart (Tehillim / Psalms 32:11).”
The homiletic introduction to the Midrash says ““Rabbi Berechiah taught in the name of rabbi Yudan, the
righteous should say, In this verse, we are separated from the company of the upright; therefore, singing for
joy is meant for the righteous also, for in the next Psalm it is said Sing for Joy in the Lord O you righteous
(Tehillim / Psalms 33:1).” The remainder of the midrash says the following:

Rabbi Judah son of rabbi Simon taught that the Holy One blessed be He, said Within your
body are two hundred and forty eight precepts. If you keep the Torah, | will keep your body,
as it is said, He keeps all his bones, not one of these precepts is broken (Tehillim / Psalms
34:21). Rabbi Eliezer son of Jacob taught in the name of rabbi Phinehas son of Jair that
the Holy One blessed be He said, | made the inclination to evil. Watch that it bring you not
to sin. Should it bring you to sin, take care to repent, and I will relieve you of your sin, as
is said, | have made, and | will lift up; I Myself will carry, and will deliver you (Isaiah 46:4)
from the punishment of Gehenna. Hence it is said Blessed is he whose transgression is lifted
up, and whose sin is pardoned (Tehillim / Psalms 32:1). (Midrash Tehillim 32, Part 4)
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It is interesting the midrash states, ““Rabbi Judah son of rabbi Simon taught that the Holy One blessed be
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He, said Within your body are two hundred and forty eight precepts. If you keep the Torah, | will keep your
body, as it is said, He keeps all his bones, not one of these precepts is broken (Tehillim / Psalms 34:21).”
According to the Talmud Bavli Makkot 23b-24a, Rabbi Simlai says “Six hundred and thirteen precepts were
communicated to Moshe, three hundred and sixty five negative precepts corresponding to the number of so-
lar days in the year, and two hundred and forty eight positive precepts, corresponding to the number of the

members of man’s body.” (,Awn? 17 1R MXN TIWY WO MIRD YW ORPAY "0 W7 2.2 T NIoR
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X202 7N ,AW AW 17 ME N (377 0°727) 2RI XD (XNIAT) According to rabbinic Judaism,
the rabbis sought to determine the exact number of commandments found in the Torah. The interesting
observation regarding the midrash is the comment on the 240 precepts is consistent with the rabbis in the
Talmud Bavli Makkot 23b, that these precepts are the positive precepts from the Torah which are paralleled
to the human body. The rabbis continue saying that “If you keep the Torah, I will keep your body, as it is
said, He keeps all his bones, not one of these precepts is broken (Tehillim / Psalms 34:21).”” If one does not
obey the Lord (disobedience) one sins. According to the Rabbis, if we do not keep the Torah, the Lord will
not keep our bodies. Do you think that some sicknesses come as a result of living a disobedient life? Today,
many believers disconnect sickness from sin and do not consider the possibility that some sicknesses are the
result of the Lord working to bring humbleness into one’s life. One way to think about this would be that it
is the Lord who holds back illness that results from the fall of Adam (the corruption of the body). According
to John 9:1-3, we read ““As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, ‘Rab-
bi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not that this man
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.””” The point of John 9:1-3 is that
it is difficult to judge whether sickness is the result of sin or continual (habitual) sin. We are in the position
as the children of God to seek the Lord, to have hope in the Lord God Almighty and His Messiah Yeshua, to
love God and others, to live in obedience to His Word, to dedicate our lives to Him, and to be responsive to
His calling in our lives which is connected to being obedient to His Word. We should be constantly judging
ourselves, our lives, the path that we walk, whether it is in righteousness or unrighteousness.

Midrash Tehillim 32, Part 4, concludes saying ““Rabbi Eliezer son of Jacob taught in the name of
rabbi Phinehas son of Jair that the Holy One blessed be He said, | made the inclination to evil. Watch that
it bring you not to sin. Should it bring you to sin, take care to repent, and | will relieve you of your sin, as
is said, | have made, and | will lift up; I Myself will carry, and will deliver you (Isaiah 46:4) from the pun-
ishment of Gehenna (Hell). Hence it is said Blessed is he whose transgression is lifted up, and whose sin is
pardoned (Tehillim / Psalms 32:1).”” This is a fair warning which is supported by the Scriptures, our sinful
desires can and do draw us away and entice us to sin. Note how closely the Apostle John writes as compared
to the rabbis in 1 John 2:1-4, which says 2:1 My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you
may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2:2 and
He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 2:3
By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 2:4 The one who says, ‘I
have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; (NASB)
Praise the Lord that we have an advocate before the Father who according to His righteousness we are saved
and receive the forgiveness of sins. Note that this does not exclude us from having to repent. Note also that
the Torah was not given so we could ““earn” our salvation, the Lord gave us his instructions to live righteous
and holy lives because He has made us to be Holy and Righteous in Christ, therefore we who are in Christ
are not excluded from having to live holy and righteous lives. Can you see the significance of these things
and how the Scriptures reveals the kind of lives we are to live in the Messiah? Let’s Pray!
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Heavenly Father,

Help us to live holy and righteous lives so that in the way we live our lives we can bring glory and
honor to Your name. Help us to have a desire to study Your Word so that we can know You better and un-
derstand Your ways and the glory of Your name. Help us to serve You more and be more focused upon our
relationship with You and with others rather than just ourselves. We Thank You Lord for giving us Your
Word to teach us Your ways, and for revealing the truth of Your Word in the Messiah Yeshua. Thank You
for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the salvation You have provided. Thank You Lord for
paying the covenant price for the forgiveness of our sins. Lord restore to us the joy of Your salvation. Help
us to dedicated our lives to You each day, fill us with Your presence Lord each day. We praise Your Holy
Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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