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We Serve an Awesome God, the Creator of the Universe!

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 19:1-15, The Psalm begins saying 7177 a1 023n?
For the director of music, A psalm of David. David says:¥°p27 7°32 1°7° TynI PR-7123 0°719070 20w 2
19:1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.
(NASB) The vastness of the heavens declare God’s Glory, His creative power has been made known in

His creation. David goes on to say *72 0°727 1R) R PR 7 :NYI-mIT 79029 7992) ok v2° odh o 3
:093p YW 19:2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 19:3 There is no

speech, nor are there words, Their voice is not heard. (NASB) As each day continues from one to the next,
the knowledge of God is made manifest, it is by the power of God the world continues on its course. The
example David gives of this is in the sun saying 20X W Wny'? 07°%n %20 0¥p2) 03P RY? | PIRG-222 1
091 TX) DNIXR-2Y INDIPN IRYIN | DT A¥pR T IIIN PIN7 21230 W) inonn XY 1002 XM Y 072
ANnnn 19:4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the end of the world. In
them He has placed a tent for the sun, 19:5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, It rejoices
as a strong man to run his course. 19:6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its circuit to the other
end of them, And there is nothing hidden from its heat. (NASB) The Lord has set the sun on its path and none
can change that. Like the Lord who sets the stars on their path, so the Lord God Almighty, sets the soul of

man on its path in His Torah. TJ7? *79P2 0 >N NR22M2 738 TiA? NITY W3 N2°WH a7 1SR 1

T PTS MDY TIT-09Y WP DRI A0 | A DX Iy NTRR TR A N 7wy 07y

:0°DIX N1 WATH DORINNI 27 1O 2330 QTN R219:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul;
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 19:8 The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 19:9 The fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring forever, The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. 19:10 They are more
desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
(NASB) The Lord makes known our faults and forgives our sins (/9:7/-13). David concludes asking the
Lord’s help so his words and what he thinks upon will be acceptable in God’s sight. 19:14 Let the words of
my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my rock and my Redeemer.
(NASB)

m2y Hebrew MO Aramaic eMnvikog  Greek
¥ 79D 299770 Y B> 9D 792w 2as | PAAMOI 19
DMYD 2 :M77 0 0¥m? X 2 7175 RNMAwIN RO K | 191 elc 10 téhog yakuog @ david

T VT TRY OR-TIR DIR0R [ RIPY PYNWH XMW P2IN0NT gﬁﬁ?@?&?ﬁ?ﬁ ZEIZ%‘Si’ii‘iS?’;

VR PR DL OY AIRITL POTAT I I T M7 | 1o orepéwpa 19:2 Audpa T Auépa
) DYA=0) 12727 612)2) 9 9 9 : 9 EPEVYETAL Auo Kol Vo VUKTL
PR T NYT-Mm A27 002 PO RATD XA A IXTIND | Epelyetar  pAipa kal  VOE ‘
71079 YR 22 0037 PRIMDR | o xi) X iy vy | $VOYYEMeL yvaoty 19:3 odk eloty
220 %P IR R¥Y | YINT-222 -RUTIA WM A°Y5 MRS )\?l)\lal O‘U&? )\f)YOle obyl dkovovTal
. o e e ) : at pwval avTwv
1073 78 Y Wpy? opn

Copyright © 2013 MATSATI.COM Ministry 1



Wiy INSmR RY® 0D XM Y
T¥PR T IMOR PIN? Niad
-o¥ INDIPNY IR | 2w

M :inpon PR PR) oIy
W1 N2 anonR I NIIA
D2 MP2MR AIRRY AT MTY

22-TRYR D) I OTRR U
DY NRR 172 A1) DK
7¥9 NRiv 7280 | 3 nRy o
R> 702 PTE NRY TI-"0RWn

DRI 27 79 2770 D TR
J72¥-03 27 091X NOI) WIATH
» 137 2p¥ DRV 073 1

T 2391 NIN0IR TR NN
2998 7Y Twn | 07 03
10 127 YWHR "NpI) aNK TR "2
27 103 200K | 1187 P
PIRN I I 37

"o N9 RNDYIINT W DY T
X702 71 AR ynnwn KT RWIALYT
22N °9°°02) NIV INN PO RYIN
N7 RIV1T 1WR W RWAWD 17200
P92 RI9X2 KT VPRI 1 N2
X702 7PN PIDIT RINT 777 1D
RDIDMX RATINA VAL R RO
VAT RI2%3 TP 70 KA NA0H
1192 7771997 TYIN2 91PN uTnb
OV TOPINY 77PN KOONW 910N T

i ainiabin it iaRulalolak Bokivalb ta binlokie!
W1 R2NN RNAHW M7 RNNIR
RI2°W KNI RIAOTD AT RMTI0
X272 PIAA XN T ROTPD B
X737 X772 777 RITPID RTIPD
KPP X227 7T RNPAT 0 PV
RN 7707 ROO1T 20 1oy
K277 PRATT R IRTAD 7OOT WNOIT
RW2T 11 7PN 1°12°02) %30 PO 1)
T72Y TIN? 072 27 IRNRODT RN
X12°77 99191 NIPLITA N2 TN

T RIPY X ORIWOT 20 TAVDR
7> 107 37 RNT°ALMY NINALAY 3N
T0W° K27 772V °¥D XPNT°T I 072
M7 7R O K22 1K POPR PO N2
D M RIWI? 1T 0 IR2T RN
P91 9PN M TATR 21V NIPT

19:4 €i¢ maoav TV yiv &EABev 6
@BOYY0oG adT@V Kai €ig Td mépata TAG
OIKOVUEVNG TA prjpata adtdv &v T
fAiw €0eto O okfvwpa avtod 19:5
Kol adTOG WG VOUPIOG EKTTOPEVOUEVOG
¢k Taotod  avtod  dyahAldoetol
wg yiyog Spapeiv 680v avtod 19:6
' dxpov Tod obpavod 1 £Eodog
avtod kal 1O Katavtnpa avtod €wg
dipov 100 odpavod kal ovk EoTtv Og
amokpuPrioetat Ty Oéppnv adtod 19:7
O VOHOG TOD KUPLOV APWIOG EMOTPEQWV
Yyuxag 1 paptupia  kuvpiov  ToTH
cogiovoa vima 19:8 t& Swcatdpota
Kupiov evBela ev@paivovta kapdiav
1 €vTOAN kupiov TNAawyns pwtifovoa
09Balpong 19:9 6 oPog kupiov ayvog
Sapévwy eig aidva al@vog Ta kpipata
Kupiov dANOvé dedikauwpéva €mi T
avtd 19:10 émbopunta vmEp xpvoiov
Kai AtBov tipov moAdv kal ylvkvtepa
omep péAL kal knplov 19:11 kai yap
0 80DNOG oov QuAAcoEL AVTA €V T®
QUAdooeEly adTd AvTamodootg TOAAN
19:12 mapanmtwpata TG oLVRAOEL €K
TOV KpLPlwV Hov KaBdploovy pe 19:13
Kal ano dAlotpiwv @eicat Tod SovAov
00V €AV 1) OV KATAKVPLEVOWOLY TOTE
duwpog €oopal kai kabapiodroopat
amo  apaptiag  peyding 19:14 kol
goovtal eig eddokiav Td Aoyl TOD
OTOHATOG oV Kol 1] peAéTn TG kapSiag
pov €vamov cov S Tavtog KLpLe
BonB¢ pov kai Avtpwtd pov

This week’s study is from Tehillim / Psalms 19:1-15, The Psalm begins saying 7177 230 081n?

“For the director of music, A psalm of David.” David says T3 17> mwynI P8-T7122 00900 2onwa 2
Y227 19:1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His
hands. (NASB) Taking a biblical perspective directly from the Torah on the creation account we read in
Bereshit / Genesis 1:1 the Scriptures say :¥IX7 NR) W7 DR 2798 R12 NOWRI2 X 1:1 In the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth. (NASB) David sees and believes the vastness of the heavens declare
God’s Glory; that His creative power has been made known in His creation. Today however, the process of
the “creation of the heavens and the earth’” by God has been questioned with regard to the biblical definition
that God created by speaking into existence all life as we know it. In addition to this, our modern culture
views scientific authority as having greater authority then God’s Word (the Bible). The debate over Creation
vs. Evolution is the result of the interaction of science with religion. Having studied this topic to some ex-
tent, I have found there are various groups of people who hold numerous positions regarding creation and
evolution. Some believe God used evolution in the creation process. Some believe that the biblical account
of creation is just not scientific enough and needs to be reinterpreted. Others say the real issue is over “sci-
entific authority” verses “biblical authority” as some have reported in the biblical research journals (i.e.
Christopher P. Toumey, “Modern Creationism and Scientific Authority” Social Studies of Science, Vol. 21,
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No. 4 (Nov.,, 1991), pp. 681-699 ) There are a large number of bible believing Christians today who hold
the position of “Theistic Evolution,” which is the idea that asserts that classical biblical teachings regarding
creation are compatible with the modern scientific understanding of biological evolution. In short, theistic
evolutionists believe that there is a God, and that God is the creator of the material universe and (by conse-
quence) all life within the material universe, and that biological evolution is simply a natural process within

God’s creation.

Tehillim / Psalms 19

For the director of music. A psalm of
David. 19:1 The heavens are telling of
the glory of God; And their expanse is
declaring the work of His hands. 19:2
Day to day pours forth speech, And
night to night reveals knowledge. 19:3
There is no speech, nor are there words;
Their voice is not heard. 19:4 Their line
has gone out through all the earth, And
their utterances to the end of the world.
In them He has placed a tent for the sun,
19:5 Which is as a bridegroom coming
out of his chamber; It rejoices as a strong
man to run his course. 19:6 Its rising is
from one end of the heavens, And its cir-
cuit to the other end of them; And there
is nothing hidden from its heat. 19:7 The
law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the
soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple. 19:8 The pre-
cepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the
heart; The commandment of the Lord
is pure, enlightening the eyes. 19:9 The
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forev-
er; The judgments of the Lord are true;
they are righteous altogether. 19:10 They
are more desirable than gold, yes, than
much fine gold; Sweeter also than hon-
ey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
19:11 Moreover, by them Your servant is
warned; In keeping them there is great
reward. 19:12 Who can discern his er-
rors? Acquit me of hidden faults. 19:13
Also keep back Your servant from pre-
sumptuous sins; Let them not rule over
me; Then I will be blameless, And I shall
be acquitted of great transgression. 19:14
Let the words of my mouth and the med-
itation of my heart Be acceptable in Your
sight, O Lord, my rock and my Redeem-
er. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms Chapter 19

19:1 For praise; a psalm of David. 19:2
Those who behold the heavens tell of the
glory of the Lord; those who gaze at the
sky recount the works of his hands. 19:3
Day to day tells more of the word; but
night to night tells less knowledge. 19:4
There is no utterance of complaint, and
there are no words of confusion, for their
voice is not heard. 19:5 The line of their
conversation reaches through the whole
earth, and their words to the end of the
world. In them [the heavens] he placed
a splendid dwelling for the sun. 19:6
And he, in the morning, when he comes
forth, will come forth like a groom who
comes out of his canopy, and in splen-
dor will rejoice like a warrior to run the
course. 19:7 His rising is at the ends of
the earth, and his might reaches to all
their edges; and there is none who can
hide from his heat. 19:8 The Torah of
the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the
testimony of the Lord is reliable, mak-
ing wise the fool. 19:9 The commands
of the Lord are upright, gladdening the
heart; the command of the Lord is bright,
enlightening the eyes. 19:10 The fear
of the Lord is pure, lasting forever; the
judgments of the Lord are faithfulness;
they are altogether just. 19:11 More
desirable than gold or than much fine
gold; and more pleasant than honey or
the sweet honeycombs. 19:12 Truly
your servant has been careful for them,
to observe them; because of this, he was
made ruler of Israel. 19:13 Who knows
unwitting sins? And from secret faults
make me innocent. 19:14 Truly from
the arrogant deliver your servant, that
they may not rule over me; then I will be
without blemish, and I will be innocent
of great sin. 19:15 Let the utterances of
my mouth and the thought of my mind be
acceptable in your presence, O Lord, my
strength and my redeemer. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 19

For the end, a Psalm of David. 19:1 The
heavens declare the glory of God; and
the firmament proclaims the work of his
hands. 19:2 Day to day utters speech, and
night to night proclaims knowledge. 19:3
There are no speeches or words, in which
their voices are not heard. 19:4 Their
voice is gone out into all the earth, and
their words to the ends of the world. 19:5
In the sun he has set his tabernacle; and
he comes forth as a bridegroom out of his
chamber: he will exult as a giant to run
his course. 19:6 His going forth is from
the extremity of heaven, and his circuit to
the other end of heaven: and no one shall
be hidden from his heat. 19:7 The law
of the Lord is perfect, converting souls:
the testimony of the Lord is faithful,
instructing babes. 19:8 The ordinances
of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart:
the commandment of the Lord is bright,
enlightening the eyes. 19:9 The fear of
the Lord is pure, enduring for ever and
ever: the judgments of the Lord are
true, and justified altogether. 19:10 To
be desired more than gold, and much
precious stone: sweeter also than honey
and the honey-comb. 19:11 For thy
servant keeps to them: in the keeping of
them there is great reward. 19:12 Who
will understand his transgressions? purge
thou me from my secret sins. 19:13 And
spare thy servant the attack of strangers:
if they do not gain the dominion over me,
then shall I be blameless, and I shall be
clear from great sin. 19:14 So shall the
sayings of my mouth, and the meditation
of my heart, be pleasing continually
before thee, O Lord my helper, and my
redeemer. (LXX)
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Evolution, according to this view, is simply a tool that God utilizes to develop human life. Now there are
a number of assumptions that enter into the evolutionary theories that are postulated today which are de-
batable. But the real question at hand before us with regard to David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 19:2, is
regarding whether one has a sufficient knowledge of the Scriptures in order to objectively examine these
evolutionary theories that are in postulated today? I propose that the debate of Creation vs. Evolution is
not so much the result of the interaction of science with religion, as it is a function of not having a strong
understanding of the Scriptures. Let’s examine this a little further.

In order to illustrate this point, we will be looking at one theory in particular taken from theistic evo-
lution that proposes God did not create in a “literal” six - twenty four hour day period according to Bereshit
/ Genesis 1. This theory is known as the “Gap Theory.” Because of the accepted teachings of evolution,
many have tried to place a gap of indeterminate time between the first two verses of Bereshit / Genesis 1.
Bereshit / Genesis 1:1-2 states: 2] 3N AN PIRT) 2 :7IRT DX) 205 DX 25708 X12 DOWRI2 X
10977 °19-2¥ DO 0UIPR MIN) 0IAN 219-9Y W) “/In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. *The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of
God was hovering over the face of the waters.” Many people have made attempts over the years to har-
monize the Genesis account of creation with the accepted geologic time periods and its teaching of billions
of years for the age of the earth. Examples of such attempts include the views of theistic evolution which
include progressive creation and the gap theory.

The idea of the gap theory can be traced back to the rather obscure writings of the Dutchman Epis-
copius (1583—-1643), but it was first recorded from one of the lectures of Thomas Chalmers. (I. Taylor, In the
Minds of Men: Darwin and the New World Order, TFE Publishing, Toronto, Canada, 1984, 363.) Chalmers
(1780-1847) was a notable Scottish theologian and the first moderator of the Free Church of Scotland, and
he was perhaps the man most responsible for the gap theory. (W. W. Fields, Unformed and Unfilled, Bur-
geners Enterprises, Collinsville, Illinois, 1976, 40) Rev. William Buckland, a geologist, also did much to
popularize this idea. Chalmers’ writings give very little information about the gap theory, (W. Hanna, ed.,
Natural Theology, Selected works of Thomas Chalmers, Vol. 5, Thomas Constable, Edinburgh, 1857, 146)
many of the details are obtained from other writers, such as the nineteenth century geologist Hugh Miller,
who quoted from Chalmers’ lectures on the subject. (H. Miller, The Testimony of the Rocks, Boston, Gould
and Lincoln, New York, 1867, 143) The most notably influential nineteenth century writer to popularize this
view was G. H. Pember, in his book Earth’s Earliest Ages, (G.H. Pember, Earth’s Earliest Ages, H. Revell
Company, New York, 1900) first published in 1884. The 20th-century writer who attempted an academic de-
fense of the gap theory was Arthur C. Custance in his work titled “Without Form and Void.” (A.C. Custance,
Without Form and Void, Brookville, Canada, 1970). In addition to this, modern Bible study aids such as
the Scofield’s Reference Bible, Dake’s Annotated Reference Bible, and The Newberry Reference Bible also
include the gap theory and have influenced many to accept this teaching of vast ages in between the days of
creation. The basic reason for developing and promoting this view can be seen from the following quota-
tions from these commentaries:

1. Scofield Study Bible: “Relegate fossils to the primitive creation, and no conflict of science with the
Genesis cosmogony remains.” (C.1. Scofield, Ed., The Scofield Study Bible, Oxford University Press,
New York, 1945) Note that the Scofield Reference Bible was originally published in 1909 and the
1945 verse was unaltered from the original of 1909. Notice how Scofield believes there is a conflict
between science and the biblical account of Creation, and with this presupposition, the gap theory is
the only plausible explanation.

2. Dake’s Annotated Reference Bible: “When men finally agree on the age of the earth, then place
the many years (over the historical 6,000) between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2, there will be no conflict
between the Book of Genesis and science.” (F.H. Dake, Dake'’s Annotated Reference Bible, Dake
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Bible Sales, Lawrenceville, Georgia, 1961, 51) Drake’s commentary also believe that the biblical
creation account must be reinterpreted by overlaying vast time periods between the days of creation.

These quotes are typical of the compromise of modern theology. Many people now equate the teaching
of millions of years and evolution with science. However, these teachings are not science in the empirical
(repeatable and testable) sense. In evolutionary Science, scientists have only the present to work with and
to connect the present to the past involves interpretations based on unprovable assumptions. Note that in
empirical science, we begin with assumptions that then lead to experimentation. It is then by experiment
that we are able to verify our assumptions by repeatable testing. It is not empirically possible to test the
assumptions of evolutionary science.

There are many variations of the gap theory. According to the author Weston Fields, the theory is
summarized as follows, “In the far distant dateless past, God created a perfect heaven and perfect earth.
Satan was ruler of the earth which was peopled by a race of ‘men’ without any souls. Eventually, Satan,
who dwelled in a garden of Eden composed of minerals (Ezekiel 28), rebelled by desiring to become like
God (Isaiah 14). Because of Satan's fall, sin entered the universe and brought on the earth God's judgment
in the form of a flood (indicated by the water of 1:2), and then a global ice age when the light and heat from
the sun were somehow removed. All the plant, animal, and human fossils upon the earth today date from
this ‘Lucifers flood’ and do not bear any genetic relationship with the plants, animals, and fossils living
upon the earth today.” (Weston W. Fields, Unformed and Unfilled, A Critique of the Gap Theory, Burgener
Enterprises, 1997). As can be seen here in Weston’s story, many assumptions must be made, such as a race
of men without souls. A race of men “with” souls would obviously present a serious theological problem.
Other versions of the gap theory state that the fossil record (geologic column) formed over millions of years,
and then God destroyed the earth with a catastrophe (i.e., Lucifer’s flood) that left it “without form and
void.” Western Bible commentaries written before the eighteenth century (i.e. before the belief in a long
age for the earth became popular) knew nothing of any gap between Bereshit / Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. As
noted, some commentaries propose intervals of various lengths of time for reasons relating to Satan’s fall,
but none proposed a ruin-reconstruction situation or a pre-Adamite world. In the nineteenth century, it be-
came popular to believe that the geological changes occurred slowly and roughly at the present rate known
as uniformitarianism. With the increased acceptance of uniformitarianism, many theologians urged reinter-
pretation of Genesis with ideas such as day-age, progressive creation, theistic evolution, and days-of-reve-
lation, etc.

It was stated earlier “I propose that the debate of Creation vs. Evolution is not so much the result of
the interaction of science with religion, as it is a function of not having a strong understanding of the Scrip-
tures.” So, the gap theory was proposed as an attempt to incorporate the evolutionary ages of millions of
years that are attributed to geology and astronomy into the creation record of the Bible. According to this
idea, Bereshit / Genesis 1:1 describes the initial creation of the universe. Following this the standard events
of cosmic evolution took place, which eventually produced our solar system approximately five billion
years ago. Then, on the earth, the various geologic ages followed, as identified by their respective assem-
blages of fossils within the modern interpretation of the fossil record. Did the Lord God Almighty create the
earth within a twenty-four hour day, or were there gaps between the days? The gap theory was developed
mainly for the purpose of accommodating the great ages demanded by evolutionary geologists and the sad
point is that faith in the Scriptures took a second seat with regard to mans personal opinion. Regarding the
Gap Theory, does the Bible teach billions of years of animals suffering and dying before Bereshit / Genesis
1:2? Let’s examine the Scriptures.
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Summary of the Scriptures

1. Shemot / Exodus 20:11 states, “For in six days the Lord made the heavens and earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed
it.” According to Moshe in the Torah from Shemot / Exodus 20:11, the creation of the heavens and
the earth (Bereshit / Genesis 1:1) and the sea and all that is in them (the living creatures) was com-
pleted in six days. Based on Moshe’s interpretation, these were six twenty-four hour days, there is
no time for millions of years.

2. The Gap Theory places death, disease, and suffering before the fall of man into sin, contrary to the
Scriptural account.

3. Romans 5:12 states, “Therefore, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered the world, and death
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.” Based upon the Apostle Paul’s
understanding of Yeshua and the resurrection, there could not have been human sin or death before
Adam. Note that contained within evolutionary theory is the idea of death and dying that produces
change across successive generations in the inherited characteristics of biological populations. Evo-
lutionary processes give rise to diversity at every level of biological organization, including species,
individual organisms and molecules such as DNA and proteins. Keeping this in mind, the Scriptures
teach in / Corinthians 15 that Adam was the first man, and as a result of his rebellion (sin), death
and corruption (disease, bloodshed, and suffering) entered the universe. Before Adam sinned, there
could not have been any animal or human death. Note also that there could not have been a race of
men before Adam that died in Lucifer’s flood because / Corinthians 15:45 tells us that Adam was
the first man.

4. Bereshit / Genesis 1:29-30 indicates that animals and man were originally created to eat plants,
which is consistent with God’s description of His creation as “very good.” Note that the fossil re-
cord, gives evidence of disease, violence, death, and decay (i.e. fossils have been found of animals
fighting and eating each other), be described as “very good?” 1f death, violence, and decay were a
part of God’s plan it would destroy the Scriptural account of sin and death and the reason for Yeshua
coming to this earth. The historical event of the global Flood, recorded in Genesis, explains the pres-
ence of huge numbers of dead animals buried in rock layers, laid down by water all over the earth.

5. Romans 8:22 teaches that “the whole creation groans and travails in pain together until now.” The
Apostle Paul clearly believed the whole of creation was, and is, subject to decay and corruption be-
cause of sin. When gap theorists believe that disease, decay, and death existed before Adam sinned,
they ignore that this contradicts the teaching of Scripture.

6. The version of the gap theory that puts Satan’s fall at the end of the geological ages, just before
the supposed Lucifer’s flood that destroyed all pre-Adamite life, has a further problem, this belief
suggests that the death and suffering recorded in the fossils is God’s fault, since it happened before
Satan’s fall, HaSatan (the deceiver) and sin cannot be blamed for it.

According to the short summary of Scripture, the Bible does not teach billions of years of animals
suffering, and dying before Bereshit / Genesis 1:2. 1f there really had been billions of years of suffering and
death, why would God say nothing about it? The best that can be offered in support of such a notion are
some out of context quotes from Isaiah and Jeremiah, along with an “ad hoc” translation of Bereshit / Gene-
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sis 1:1-2. The Scriptures say the whole of creation groans because of the curse pronounced by God because
of man’s sin (Bereshit / Genesis 3:17-19). We know according to the Scriptures that death and destruction
was not part of God’s “very good” creation. No death was in the world until sin entered through disobe-
dience into the world! (Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned, KJV, 1 Corinthians 15:21 For since by man
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. KJV) In fact, death itself are “the wages of sin”
(Romans 6:23) and the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord according to the Scriptures.
The gap theory undermines the very gospel of our salvation, as well as the Holy character of God!

Let’s take a closer look (looking at the Hebraic Perspective) at the creation account in sefer Bereshit
(the book of Genesis). Studying the numbering of the Hebrew days of the week, in the Hebrew bible, the
Hebrew days of the week are numerical, as opposed to the world cultures naming the days after pagan gods.
The numbering scheme may be found in the creation account in the first chapter of Genesis.

DR R Transliteration “The days of the week”

R OY Yom rishon First Day

1w Y Yom shni Second Day

WwhHY oy Yom shelishi Third Day

¥ 7 ar Yom revii Fourth Day

fr7kials el Yom khmishi Fifth Day

Y ar Yom Shishi Sixth Day

naw av Yom shabbat Seventh Day (Sabbath Day)

Note that the seventh day N2¥ 21 (Yom Shabbat) Sabbath, N2 is taken from the feminine noun meaning
“to sit or dwell.” In this noun form it implies the “day of rest.” Even though in Genesis it is called Q7

Y2, today we only call this day N2¥ 01 (Yom shabbat) in terms of a day of the week, or (Shabbat) N2W
in terms of worship. In addition to this, the days of the week are normally written as ordinal numbers and
not as counting numbers:

Ordinal Numbers NOT Counting Numbers
NWRI “First” nnxX “One”
W “Second” o nw “Two”
Riralnlv] “Third” \alviivg “Three”
¥°27 “Fourth” VAR “Four”
R7alalyt “Fifth” /7galyt “Five”
g7l “Sixth” ww “Six”
R/ “Seventh” yaw “Seven”

Let’s look at the first couple verses from Bereshit / Genesis chapter 1.

R P75 NSWNRI2 75D

19-9¥ WM W) N AT YIRT) 2 IR IX) 2WWT IR 208 X2 MOWRID R

DUHPR R T SR IR DOR MR 3 DR *38-98 Npnn ooR M) oinn

R WMD) 030 KRG | 2OF0R X 7 IWNT 1021 TIRT 12 26108 2720 2i0-03 1IRG-NR

T2 27207 2T TN YR OW IR MWD 1 D I B RT3 A7
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Summary of Evolutionary Theory in parallel with the Scriptures

The Scriptures
The world was created in six 24 hour periods. (Bereshit /
Genesis 1, Shemot / Exodus 20:8-11)
The oceans were created before land (Bereshit / Genesis 1:2)

The first life was on land (Bereshit / Genesis 1:11)

The earth was created before sun and stars (Bereshit / Gen-
esis 1:4)

Fruit trees were created before fish (Bereshit / Genesis 1:11,
20, 21)

Birds and fish were created on the fifth day (Bereshit / Gen-
esis 1:20-21)

Birds were created before insects (Bereshit / Genesis 1:20-
31, Vayikra / Leviticus 11)

Whales were created before reptiles (Bereshit / Genesis 1:20-
31)

Man was created before woman (Bereshit / Genesis 2:21-22)

Plants were created before the sun (Bereshit / Genesis 1:11-
19)

An abundance of marine life was created all at once (Bereshit
/ Genesis 1:20-21)

Man’s body was created from the dust of the earth (Bereshit
/ Genesis 2:7)

All life was created in distinct and fixed kinds (Bereshit /
Genesis 1:11,12,21,24,25; 1 Corinthians 15:38-39)

Man’s sin (rebellion) was the source of death (Romans 5:12)

Evolutionary Theory
The world has evolved over billions of years.
The land came about before the ocean
Life began in the oceans

The sun and stars came about before the earth

Fish evolved before fruit trees

Fish evolved hundreds of millions of years before birds ap-
peared

Insects came before birds

Reptiles came before whales

Woman came before man (by genetics)
The sun came before the plants (before any life)

All of marine life gradually developed from a primitive or-
ganic blob.

Man evolved from apes

All life forms are in a continual state of flux

Struggle and death has always existed, billions of years prior
to humanity

The days of the week may be seen in the creation account in Bereshit / Genesis 1. Regarding the Hebra-

ic numbering scheme, “the first day” is not written as JYWRXI O (first day); it is written as 71X 01 (yom

8
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ekhad) “one day” or “a day.” The reason the first day is written using the word TR (echad) is that this
establishes the contents of “a day.” “One” day represents the period of time that God established after light
and darkness were separated, and then He called its two parts (light and darkness) “one day, ” here the Lord
was establishing the twenty-four hour period that represents one day. The emphasis in Bereshit / Genesis
1:5 is not on the order but, rather, on the contents, nature and purpose of a full twenty-four day that God is

creating. The order of the days of the week begins in the following verses with the Hebrew words 1 071’
(yom sheni). Based on the analysis of the Hebrew text, the gap theory does not hold up to the scrutiny of
the Scriptures! The Scriptures state that God created all of creation in six ordinary twenty-four hour days.
The Lord God did not institute evolution; he literally spoke the universe into existence. Take for example
the summary of the Scriptural account of creation with regard to what is taught in evolutionary theory.

Studying the creation account and the tenants of evolutionary theory, one stands against many things
written in God’s Word. Many sincere believers have developed reinterpretations of Scripture to avoid what
is thought to be intellectual conflicts with popular scientific ideas. The gap theory was one such reinterpre-
tation designed to fit the Scriptures with these scientific concepts that arose in the early 1800s and are still
popular today. In reality, the gap theory overlooks some very important biblical truths, those truths that are
related to sin, death, and Yeshua the Messiah. This is disastrous for ones faith because it breaks down the
very foundation of truth that is found within God’s Word regarding the Lord’s reason and plan for redemp-
tion. Today, compromising ones faith in the Scriptures have lead to other positions, such as progressive
creation or theistic evolution, that have mostly replaced the gap theory. The attempt to maintain a literal
Genesis while trying to adhere to the long ages (millions of years), opens the door for greater compromise in
one’s own life and in generations to come. Regardless of the interpretation (gap theory, day-age/progressive
creation, or theistic evolution) the results are the same. These positions lead to the weakening of ones faith,
and denial of the truths found within the Word of God creating doubt at the very beginning of God’s word.
David said in Tehillim / Psalms 19:1 :¥°27 T3 172 TW¥0I P8-T7122 027900 2%Wa 2 19:1 The heavens
are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. (NASB) Taking a bib-
lical perspective directly from the Torah on the creation account in Bereshit / Genesis 1:1 the Scriptures say
PRI NR) DWW DR Q%R RI2 NOWRID X 101 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
(NASB) David sees and believes the vastness of the heavens declare God’s Glory; that by His creative pow-
er He has made Himself known, He is the Almighty God according to His creation. Is it possible to praise
the glory of God by His magnificent creation if His plan was for death, dying, and destruction through his
creative process? Is the account of the first man falling into sin possible holding the position (belief) that
God used evolution in His creative process? Do we have to believe that God created men without souls in
order to fit evolution into the creation story? These are very important questions for us today and is very
much connected to our understanding of who God is, the reason there is disease, death, and pain in this
world, and why God foretold of sending His Messiah Yeshua, to save us from our sins.

David goes on to say Y% °22 02727 TR) MR PR T NYT-MIT 0029 709) R 3022 0 oi> )
:093p 19:2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 19:3 There is no speech,
nor are there words, Their voice is not heard. (NASB) Here David says that the day speaks and the night
reveals knowledge but there are no words and the sound of their voice is not heard. What does David mean
saying that the day gives speech and the night knowledge but that one cannot hear their voice? The Arama-
ic translation states N2 7 :RXVTIN MM DOV NP0 X099 XI2991 XA MI7A1 VI 9°01 XA XY 3

7R YANWH RDT RWIAY'T 2% D021 RNNYIINT 2°1 19:3 Day to day tells more of the word; but night to
night tells less knowledge. 19:4 There is no utterance of complaint, and there are no words of confusion,
for their voice is not heard. (EMC) The Septuagint agrees with the Hebrew and Aramaic translations stating
19:2 Huépa Q) NEépa épedyetal pipa kat v vokti dvayyéldet yvwotv 19:3 odk giotv Aaliai 00d¢ Aoyot v
ovxi dkovovtal ai wval avt@v 19:2 Day to day utters speech, and night to night proclaims knowledge. 19:3
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There are no speeches or words, in which their voices are not heard. (LXX) It seems that David is saying
that as each day continues from one day to the next, we know that God is sovereign over the world. As each
day continues from one to the next, the knowledge of God is made manifest, it is by the power of God the
world continues on its course. David uses the example of the sun saying 220 7% DIP RY? | PINT-222 7
INDIPNI IRYIN | QAWT PR T IAIR YIND 29232 W inonn RY° 1009 RIT) Y 1072 DOR oW wnw? onon
:inmn PRI PR) DNIRR-9Y 19:4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the
end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 19:5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his
chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 19:6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And
its circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat. (NASB) The Lord has set the
sun on its path and none can change that. The Aramaic translation states the following:

2 RITTRAPT WD W XRWAWD P90 92N 9902 NP1V 1NN PO RVIR X102 7
VAR R P77 RV I PPOIT RINA TP 2197 7°P97M2 RIDXA K17 17°RY )

T IR%1D2 °I9VA TR 7PN 0N SVAT R T T XKD NIADD2) RN RATINI
ST 1A N0AT DO PNACIYP0 Y PPN TPIPON ROONW 50N

19:5 The line of their conversation reaches through the whole earth, and their words to the
end of the world. In them [the heavens] he placed a splendid dwelling for the sun. 19:6 And
he, in the morning, when he comes forth, will come forth like a groom who comes out of his
canopy, and in splendor will rejoice like a warrior to run the course. 19:7 His rising is at the
ends of the earth, and his might reaches to all their edges; and there is none who can hide
from his heat.

The rabbis continue the thought of the day providing speech, a conversation that reaches all of the earth.
What is the day speaking? The conversation that is being referred to is the light and heat from the sun that
fills all of the earth. Here in Tehillim / Psalms 19:5-7 a parallel is drawn between “light” and “speech.”
Studying the word “light” in the Scriptures, how many ways is the word “light” used? The difference be-
tween light and darkness can be understood as a parallel between the knowledge of good and evil. In the
light one is able to judge how others are walking and to choose the right path to walk in. Darkness is used
to hide ones evil ways, to walk in wickedness without others observing what you are doing. Light has also
been used to illustrate the choice of whether to follow the commandments of God, and hope for His eternal
rewards, and darkness to follow the enticings of the devil which persuade man to do evil and become cap-
tive and damned to hell in eternal darkness. These concepts are actually incorporated into the first epistle
of John chapter 1.

1 John 1:4-10

1:4 These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete. 1:5 This is the message we
have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no dark-
ness at all. 1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we
lie and do not practice the truth; 1:7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. 1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and
His word is not in us. (NASB)
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“kal Tadta ypdgopev felg tva 1} xapd Hu@v n temAnpopévn. *Kai €otv abtn 1y dyyehia fjv
AxknKoapev A’ avtod kai dvayyéAAopev DUV, 6Tt 6 0edg PdG 0TIV Kal oKOTia €V adT® OVK
€oTv o0Oepia. ‘Eav elmwpev 6t Kotvoviav Exopey peT avTod Kal €V T( OKOTEL TEPUTATDLEY,
Yevdopeda kat o0 molodpeV TV dAROelav: “Eav 8¢ €V T QWTL TEPIMATOUEV WG AVTOG EOTLY €V
0 QwTi, Kotvwviav éxopev peT dAARAwY Kal 1O aipa Tnood Tod viod avtod kabapilel Huag
amo mdong apaptiag. *av elnwpev 0T dpaptiav ovK EXOpeV, EaVTOVS TAAVOUEY Kal 1} dAOeta
oVK €0TLV €V THIV. *€av OpONOY@EV TAG ApapTiag HHDVY, TOTOG 0Ty Kal dikatog iva def fuiv
TG apaptiog kal kabapion fudg amd mdong adikiag. éav einwpev TL oY HUAPTHKAUEY,
YevoTnV moloduev adTOV Kai 6 AGyog avTod ovk E0TLY €V TV

Here John says that God is Light and in Him is no darkness. Notice in the Aramaic translation how the

rabbis say 7P YANWH ROT RWIWT 290 DO RNAYNNT W0 N9 7 19:4 There is no utterance of
complaint, and there are no words of confusion, for their voice is not heard. (EMC) Darkness is paralleled
to the utterance of complaint and words of confusion. In the Lord God Almighty, there is no darkness.
God is not the author of confusion. And using this analogy, John says that if we say we have fellowship
with the Lord and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. Thus, the difference between light
and darkness is also understood as knowing the difference between truth and falsehood. John says that if
we walk in the light (see I John 1:7-9), just as He is in the Light, we have fellowship with Him, and with
one another. In addition to this, the blood of Yeshua His Son cleanses us from all sin. Based upon these
verses, if one walks in sin (practices sin), the blood of Christ does not cleanse from that sin. In light of
these Scriptures, how important is it to repent and turn from our sins according to the first epistle of John?
Yeshua said in Mark 9:43-49, “*Kai ¢&v okav8ailn oe 1) xeip oov, dndkoyov adTiv: KAAOV €0TivV o€ KUANOV
eloehOetv eig Thv (wnv 1j Tag dVo xeipag éxovta ameDely €ig TNV yéevvay, €ig TO TP TO doPeotov. “Kai “av
0 movg oov okavdaAi(n o, andkoyov adTOV: Kakdv éotiv oe eioeADelv eig TV {wnv XwAov fj Tovg §vo mddag
gxovta PAnOfival eig TV yéevvav. “kai Yéav 0 0¢BaAuog ocov okavdaAil(n o, EkPale avToV: KaAAOV o€ E0TLV
HovogBalpov eioeXBely eig trv Paotkeiav 10D Beod fj dVo 60@Balpovds Exovta PAnOfival eig THv yéevvay,
BEmov 6 okOANE AOTOV 00 TEAVTA Kai TO TOP oV oPévvutat “nag yap mupt aobnoetar. 9:43 “If your hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life crippled, than, having your two hands, to
go into hell, into the unquenchable fire, 9:44 where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.
9:45 ‘If your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame, than, having your
two feet, to be cast into hell, 9:46 where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. 9:47 ‘If your
eye causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than,
having two eyes, to be cast into hell, 9:48 where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. 9:49
‘For everyone will be salted with fire. (NASB) 1t is better to go in this life crippled than to have two hands,
two eyes, or two feet in this life and go to hell in the next. The light of God sets us free, the light of God
gives truth. The Apostle John wrote in his gospel saying 'Ev dpxij fjv 6 Adyog, kai 0 Adyog fv mpog OV Oedv,
Kai 0e0¢ v 6 Adyog. 200T0G NV £v apxf PO TOV Bedv. *mévta S avtod yéveto, kai xwpig avtod éyéveTo
008¢ €v. 0 yéyovev “év adT® (i) Ny, Kai 1) {wn 7V TO 9O¢ TOV AvOpwmwv: “kai 10 eOG €V Tij oKoTIQ Qaivel, kai
1 okotia avto ob katéhafev. *Eyéveto dvBpwmog dneotalpévog mapd Beod, dvopa adtd Twdvvng: 7o0tog
NABev g paptupiay, tva paptupron mepi o0 TOG, (va avTeg moTtevowaty 8t avtod. *olk fv €keivog TO
@G, AAN tva paptuprion mept Tod QWTOG. Ny TO PG TO AANOVOY, 6 euwTiCet TavTa dvBpwmov, épxopevov
elg TOV KOopOV. '€V T® KOOUW 1V, Kal O KOOUOG 8L adTod £yéveTo, Kai O KOOHOG adTOV oK Eyvw. 1:1 In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 1:2 He was in the beginning
with God. 1:3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that
has come into being. 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 1:5 The Light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 1:6 There came a man sent from God, whose name was
John. 1:7 He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him. 1:8 He
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was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light. 1:9 There was the true Light which, coming into
the world, enlightens every man. 1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the
world did not know Him. (NASB) Here John uses the “Light” as a circumlocution for God, and the Word
of God that created the world. Note how this comes full circle right back to the creation, God spoke all of
creation into existence (Bereshit / Genesis 1) and that in the beginning, the first of God’s creation was the
“light,” the truth, that God exists and it is by His power He created all life; just as David said in Zehillim /
Psalms 19:1 :¥°2727 73 170 TQynI 9R-7122 0°1900 QW3 2 19:1 The heavens are telling of the glory
of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. (NASB)

David gives the example of the sun, that God set the sun in its path (73727 D)2 ¥ | VIN7- 5.23 7
INYID | D087 Y0 T TIN Y97 71200 W indmn NY° I NIT) ) D72 YIN oW ww? 079 an
:inBmy IR01 8] DiNP-0Y inDYPn1 19:4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances
to the end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 19:5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out
of his chamber, It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 19:6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens,
And its circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat. NASB) The setting of the
sun in its path is paralleled to the Lord who sets the soul of man onto the path (His path) of righteousness.
How does God set the soul of man on His path of righteousness? How does God make one wise? How does
God restore the soul? David goes on to explain how the Lord does this in 7ehillim / Psalms 19:7-8 (8-9).

Masoretic Text
D’?W? H]ﬁ? TIPD U DD NRINR A1RK] T{]'ﬂj may WD; DZ_I’W?; lagaly! .'l]}'(f mMin n
DY NRR 772 7 M¥D 22- 1w

19:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple. 19:8 The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. (NASB)

Aramaic Targum
XOTIPD 1 IRI2W RHIMA RINOTN TITT RMTI0 WHI RNN RNDOW M7 RN 17
IOV RITI R MITT RITPID RTIPD RID 1700 PN T

19:8 The Torah of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is reliable,
making wise the fool. 19:9 The commands of the Lord are upright, gladdening the heart; the
command of the Lord is bright, enlightening the eyes. (EMC)

Septuagint (Greek)
19:7 6 vopog tod Kupiov ApwpOG EMOTPEPWVY YUXEG 1) papTupia Kupiov moTh cogilovoa
vAma 19:8 ta Sikarwpata kvupiov evbeia ed@paivovta kapdiav 1) évTolr kvpiov TnAavyng
pwtitovoa 6@BaApovg

19:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, converting souls: the testimony of the Lord is faithful,
instructing babes. 19:8 The ordinances of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the com-
mandment of the Lord is bright, enlightening the eyes. (LXX)

According to the Scriptures, the Torah of the Lord is perfect, restores the soul, the Torah is the testimony
of the Lord, and it is given to make one wise, the ordinances of the Lord are right and the commandment
enlightens the eyes. If studying God’s Law restores, speaks truth, is trustworthy, and makes one wise, how
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often should we be studying the Torah? At a minimum, one should read through the Torah once every year,
the reason being it contains the ways and the will of God for how we should be living our lives. Like the
Lord who sets the stars on their path, so the Lord God Almighty, sets the soul of man on its path in His Torah.

This is what David means saying in Tehillim / Psalms 19:9-10, 331°-09%n 797 NIRIY 72370 | 71 R
:D°DIX N1 WATH DORINKHI 27 O 27T DOTANIT X AT PTE MR 19:9 The fear of the Lord is clean,

enduring forever, The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. 19:10 They are more
desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
(NASB) The Lord makes known our faults and forgives our sins (/9:71-13). According to Tehillim / Psalms

19:9, David says that the fear (NX??) of the Lord is clean (7173770) in the sense of ritual purity and it endures
forever. How is the fear of the Lord clean? Looking at Tehillim / Psalms 19:7-9, we read David comment-
ing on the Torah, the testimony, the precepts, and the commandments of God. We know that the word Torah

(7710) has the meaning of “instruction” or “teaching” and God teaches through His testimony, precepts, and
commandments. The teaching of God is truth. David said the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever.

What is this fear? The Hebrew word X7° has the meaning to be ‘‘fearful, dreadful, respecting, venerating”
thus fear is another word for reverence or awe. According to Romans 3, mankind’s spiritual condition be-
fore God is “none are righteous, none understand, none seek for God, all have turned aside, all are useless,
none do good, and there is no fear of God before their eyes.” Man’s true spiritual condition prior to salva-
tion is a total absence of a proper submission and reverence for the Lord God Almighty. Jeremiah 32:3§-
41 states D7-22 "X X077 TON 770 TOK 32 0 A0} 07 DOND D7 MO W1 DY 7 ) 1
R PDRT-NN) ONIN W7 DIORD IWR-K? W D71V 172077 °072) 1 070K 07°137) 077 21y
PW9I-723 "27-723 NN INTD YIND DDYLR ODIR Iy 07y nv)  Xn oYy o nba? 03372
32:38 ‘They shall be My people, and I will be their God; 32:39 and I will give them one heart and one way,
that they may fear Me always, for their own good and for the good of their children after them. 32:40 ‘I will
make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and | will put
the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me. 32:41 ‘I will rejoice over them to do
them good and will faithfully plant them in this land with all My heart and with all My soul. (NASB) The
Lord puts the fear of Himself in our hearts. In addition to this, the ability to fear God and to properly submit
to Him in reverence comes only from His favor in our lives! This occurs only by the mercy of the Lord in
each of our lives and by His Son Yeshua the Messiah.

David said. 1772 T NOK AIT-"02WR TV NI A0 | 73 DR ° 19:9 The fear of the Lord
is clean, enduring forever, The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. (NASB) The
Aramaic translation states :RTTD 17797 W27 RNIA°T M7 X217 2999 Prvyh XR™p X227 7117 RNPAT O
19:10 The fear of the Lord is pure, lasting forever; the judgments of the Lord are faithfulness, they are al-

together just. (EMC) The rabbis say that the judgments of God are faithfulness (XN172°7). When the Lord
brings his judgment it is done so in faithfulness? What does it mean the judgments of the Lord are faithful-
ness? In addition to this, David says that the fear of the Lord and His judgments are 7273 2377 272030 X°

:D°DIX NHI1) WATH DORINMI 27 19:10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter
also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. (NASB) How are the judgments of God desirable and
sweeter than honey? It appears that the Lord makes known our faults, we repent of our sins and He forgives.
This is the way of the Lord, it is more desirable than gold and sweeter than honey. The fear of the Lord
keeps our lives in check. On the other hand, to deliberately disobey God is an act of rebellion, and it can
bring God’s judgment upon us. Studying the scriptures, the Lord God does not always chasten His children
every time they do something wrong. The Lord is gentle and patient with us. The psalmist said in 7ehillim
/ Psalms 103:10, 3700 123 YIRI-2¥ D00 3230 92 X A9y 03 1My X9) 17 7wy wxona X7 0

PR-2Y “He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us according to our iniquities. For
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as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward those who fear Him.” The psalmist
recognized that God is very gracious and exceedingly patient with His children. While recognizing that God
is very patient and forbearing with us, we must also realize that a single act of willful disobedience can have
serious and far-reaching consequences. Take for example the disobedience in the Garden of Eden, the a
single act of disobedience on the part of the first man and woman that brought sin and death into this world,
along with all the sorrow, heartache, and tragedy that results from sin. (Note that evolutionary theory stands
in stark contradiction to the Word of God and one has no concept of why there is death and pain in this world
if one holds to the idea that God uses evolution in his creative process.) And a single act of disobedience
on our part can have tragic and even life changing consequences. We read of this throughout the history
of Israel and Judah. Studying the books of 1 and 2 Kings, the kings of Israel appeared to be more wicked
than the kings of Judah. The lifespan of the kings of Israel, the number of years they reigned as king, was
significantly shorter than those of the kings of Judah. When a king walked righteously before the Lord, the
Lord extended his reign and life for many years. If a king did evil in the eyes of the Lord, his reign and life
span were drastically shortened. There is great wisdom in the words of Tehillim / Psalms 19 that direct us
to the study of the Torah of God.

Our father in heaven knows that we are not naturally obedient to Him. It is by the Lord’s judgments
that we learn to be obedient to Him. And note that only God’s children are able to perceive that it is the
Lord who is working in their lives and the need for repentance and seeking forgiveness of sins. The Psalm-

ist said in Tehillim / Psalms 119:67-71, 2°0m3 ARR-230 110 RAY 000K AAY) AW IR A1YN 070 10
RY CPRYWYY 070 °IX 027 2202 WOU ¥ I PTIRD TR | 22-222 I8 D71 W 7Y 1990 0O PRM OITR?

119:68 You are good and do good; Teach me Your statutes. 119:69 The arrogant have forged a lie against
me; With all my heart I will observe Your precepts. 119:70 Their heart is covered with fat, But I delight in
Your law. 119:71 It is good for me that I was afflicted, That I may learn Your statutes. (NASB) Tehillim /
Psalms 119 begins saying :7177° N2IN2 0227777 7172700 IR K 119:1 How blessed are those whose way
is blameless, Who walk in the law of the Lord. (NASB) and the psalmist says 68 verses later than he went
astray before he was afflicted and now he keeps God’s word. Hebrews 12:9 states *elta ToUG eV TG 0apKOG
NHOV Tatépag eiyopev madevtag kal évetpemopeda: ov moAL [8¢] paAlov dmotaynodpeda @ matpl TOV
nvevpdtwy Kai {oopev; “We have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall
we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live?” According to these verses,
we agree what Tehillim / Psalms 19 is saying in how we should be living our lives “Lord, Your judgments
are true and righteous. I am willing to be in subjection to You.” The Lord sends judgment upon us for a
purpose, that purpose isso that we may be partakers of His holiness. All of God’s dealings with us are for
our profit. He is “training” us up in the way that we should go. (Hebrews 12:10, “oi uév yap mpog oAiyas
nuépag kat 70 Sokov avToIG EnaiSevoy, 6 0¢ Emi TO CVUPEPOY €iG TO peTadafelv TiG dy16THTOG A0TOD. 12:10
For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that
we may share His holiness. NASB) Judgment is also brought so that we ultimately might bring honor to His

Name. When each of us has a holy reverence (fear, X7°) of the Lord, we will keep his commandments and
bring honor to His name in our deeds. It is in this kind of loving respect for God that makes us wise and

enables us to make the right choices. This is why the Bible says in Mishley / Proverbs 9:10, ina0 nonn
P2 DWIR NYT) A1 DR “the beginning of wisdom is the fear of the Lord.” This is so we learn to love
righteousness and to hate sin.

David takes this very same approach to love righteousness and to hate sin. He concludes asking the

Lord’s help so his words and what he thinks upon will be acceptable in God’s sight, 272 V771 72¥-03 2°
IR DR TR 22-2W-0R T332y w0 | D07 03 T 031 NINR0I PR NN X 117 2pY o7nY3
SRR UM I 7397 027 11030 90K | 1i%07 170 I 120 YWRn 19:11 Moreover, by them Your servant
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is warned, In keeping them there is great reward. 19:12 Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden
faults. 19:13 Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins, Let them not rule over me; Then I will
be blameless, And I shall be acquitted of great transgression. 19:14 Let the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my rock and my Redeemer. (NASB) He states
that by the Lord’s commandments, he has been warned. According to the promises of God, there is great
reward for those who keep His commandments. He asks the Lord to forgive him of his hidden faults, to keep
him from presumptuous sins, and for help so his sins do not rule over him. Only then will he be blameless
and forgiven of great transgression. Are we forgiven of transgression (sin) only when we turn from that
sin? Is it possible to find forgiveness before God while walking in sin? King Solomon said in Mishley /
Proverbs 28:13, :017° 2137 77301 m°9%° X9 PYWD n9dn 3 28:13 He who conceals his transgressions will
not prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion. (NASB) Notice how Solomon
said that one must confess and forsake. We have heard it said “If you can confess it, you can be forgiven
of it! It doesnt matter what you’ve done, if you turn to God and confess your sins, He will forgive you of
ALL unrighteousness...” (I John 1:9) this is true however we always hear that one is to confess and seldom

hear that one must also “forsake” (V) their sins in order to be forgiven. That means turning from them
completely and not looking back. In Parashat Naso (Bamidbar / Numbers 4:21-7:89), the Lord speaks to
Moshe that when a person sins he is to make restitution by confessing their sin and then adding one-fifth to
the wrong and giving it to the person that he has wronged. In Bamidbar / Numbers 5:6-8 it says that if a man

sins against another man, the man has also sinned against God (7AWR) 7i7°2 2¥n 2¥n? QIXT NRWVI-227
IRITT WRID).

179D 9272 199

WoIT MHYR) NI YR YYn? DN NRVO-221 WYY 03 AWR-IR UOR PRI 212-78 127
YR 103 VY A9 N M WK IYR-NY W) WY YR aNRYE-NK 3TN T IR
2°X 727 1722 AIT7 2Wna DYRT 1R DWRT W7 DX3 UORY PR-0X) 11117 awk
19y 92-792) WK 007997

Bamidbar / Numbers 1:1-3

5:6 ‘Speak to the sons of Israel, ‘When a man or woman commits any of the sins of mankind,
acting unfaithfully against the Lord, and that person is guilty, 5:7 then he shall confess his
sins which he has committed, and he shall make restitution in full for his wrong and add to
it one-fifth of it, and give it to him whom he has wronged. 5:8 ‘But if the man has no relative
to whom restitution may be made for the wrong, the restitution which is made for the wrong
must go to the Lord for the priest, besides the ram of atonement, by which atonement is made

for him. (NASB)

The reading from Parashat Naso reveals to us what God requires of us; one must turn from sin and confess
his or her sin before the Lord. These verses speak of repentance, specifically that a person is to “repent
from his sin” UR-NY W) where the word 2] “Heshiv” means “to turn” indicating that repentance
requires us to physically (taking action) turn from sin and not simply show remorse in the heart. This is why
we find in the Torah command to also make restitution for the sin that was committed. Make restitution to
the person who was wronged, if that is not possible, do so to the persons kinsman redeemer, if that is not
possible, then give the restitution to the priests because one has also sinned against God by sining against
our neighbor. Repentance begins in our hearts and goes from our head to our toes. If repentance remains
in the heart and does not reach our feet then we will not turn from our evil ways which is the very nature of

the word repentance (2°%7]) to turn from the paths of unrighteousness to the path of righteousness that God
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wants for us. In Tehillim / Psalms 32, David says 32:3 When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away
Through my groaning all day long. 32:4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was
drained away as with the fever heat of summer. Selah. 32:5 I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity
1 did not hide; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’; And You forgave the guilt of my sin.
Selah. 32:6 Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be found, Surely in a
flood of great waters they will not reach him. (NASB) David said that “when I kept silent about my sin my
body wasted away.” Have you ever sinned and not made it right with the Lord and as a result has your body

ever “groaned all day long” because of it? According to David, the hand of the Lord was tichbad (7220)
heavy upon him day and night (32:4). These verses suggest that the Lord was working in David leading him
to repent from his sin. He says “I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, ‘I
will confess my transgressions (*yu/9) to the Lord’; And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah.” (32:5) even
the smallest sin needs to be confessed before the Lord. The Scriptures from the Torah in sefer Bamidbar /

Numbers 5.7 tell us that repentance (2°%1])) and confession work together. This is very similar to what the
Apostle John said in 7 John 1:9 ¢&v 6poloydpey Tag Apaptiag NUOV, TOTOG £0TLv kai Sikalog tva a@fj fuiv
106 apaptiag kai kabapion Nuag anod maong ddikiag. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (NASB) In the book of Samuel, Eli heard
all of the wickedness that his sons committed before the Lord. On hearing this he said / Samuel 2:25 “If one
man sins against another, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the LORD, who can intercede
for him?” (NASB) The Scriptures say in Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
(ESV) Today we have one who will speak and intercede as an advocate before our Father in Heaven (/ John
2:1) Yeshua the Messiah. Yeshua said in John 6.:40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks
on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” (ESV) This
is the Lords will, to save those who are lost. We have been given the promise that if we confess and turn
from our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. This

is what is meant when David said. 1777 P78 DR T3-09W 7Y NIHIY 77370 | 717 DR 0 19:9 The

fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the Lord are true, they are righteous altogether.
(NASB) And the Aramaic translation saying XN132%7 7737°7 R21°7 2297 Paby? Rn»p X077 XN9nT
:XTMD 1907 IR2719:10 The fear of the Lord is pure, lasting forever; the judgments of the Lord are faithful-

ness; they are altogether just. (EMC) The judgments of God are faithfulness (XN11°7) for the purpose of
leading to forgiveness and righteousness. In this the Lord God Almighty remains faithful to the covenant
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to Moshe, to David, and in Yeshua our Savior. The Lord always remains
faithful and true to us, we need to take our lives, our faith, and God’s word and remain faithful to Him too.
The Creator of the Universe is calling out and looking for those who seek Him. We serve a wonderful God,
a God who is faithful and true. Halleluiah!

Rabbinic Commentary

The rabbinic commentary (Midrash) on 7ehillim / Psalms 19 has 17 parts. Reading through this
week’s Midrash we will be looking at Parts 1, 3, 6, 7, 13, and 14. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash 7ehillim
Chapter 19 Parts 1, 3, 6, 7, 13, and 14.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 19, Parts 1, 3, 6, 7, 13, and 14

Part 1:
+ The Midrash opens with the 2°1niI T12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “For the leader. A psalm of David.
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The heavens declare the glory of God (Tehillim / Psalms 19:1-2).”

* The XNM°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “This verse is to be read
in the light of what Scripture says elsewhere, The Lord has made everything lamaanehu (Mishley /
Proverbs 16:4) that is, to declare His glory.”

« The 9Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis go on to dis-
cuss the ways in which God declared His glory.

« The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?Wn (mashal), the rabbis pro-
vide various examples in the Nimshal that illustrate the way in which God declared His glory.

* The Concluding phrase says “In the sight of the Holy One blessed Be He, heaven has a mouth, as is
said The heavens declare the glory of God.”

Part 3:

« The Midrash opens with the 2°1in177 012> (Dibur Hamathil) “The heavens declare the glory of God
(Tehillim / Psalms 19:2).”

* The XN1°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “The prophet Isaiah said,
Sing O you heavens, for the Lord has done it (Isaiah 44:23), and they replied, Indeed, we will sing
the praise of God, The heavens declare the glory of God.”

« The YW (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the RN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis speak a parable
and liken the glory of God to a king with many provinces.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
the glory of the Lord, the province in which the king lives declares the glory of the king, so too the
Lord God of Heaven and Earth.

* The Concluding phrase says “The heavens declare the glory of God. And when will the earth and

all its inhabitants praise God? When He will exalt the horn of Israel, for Praise the Lord from the
earth (Tehillim / Psalms 148:14).”

Part 6:

+ The Midrash opens with the 2°nnn7 27 (Dibur Hamathil) “Another comment on The heavens
declare the glory of God.”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “Rabbi Jacob son of Zabdi
told a parable of a mighty man who came to a certain city where the inhabitants did not know his
strength.”

« The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis speak of the
strength of the Lord and how the creation reveals His glory.

« The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”’ expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
the Lord whose glory is made manifest in the work of His hands in all the earth.

* The Concluding phrase says “But when the children of Israel are well-deserving, what does Scripture
say? The Lord will open for you His good reassure, the heaven (Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:12).”

Part 7:

« The Midrash opens with the 2°1n57 12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “Day unto day utters speech, and night
unto night reveals knowledge (Tehillim / Psalms 19:3).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “This verse alludes to our
master Moshe, who, it is said, was with the Lord forty days and forty nights and he wrote upon the
tables the words of the covenant (Shemot / Exodus 34:28).”
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The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss the
idea that the day and the night speak and ask the question of whether the night occurs in the presence
of God in whom is no darkness?

The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the W7 (mashal), the rabbis list
examples to explain the presence of the night before the Lord, i.e. how would Moshe have known
the passing of the 24 hour day without the night? Etc.

The Concluding phrase says “Blessings are upon the head of the righteous (Mishley / Proverbs
10:6), Here righteous is the Holy One blessed be He, of whom it is written Just and righteous is He
(Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:4).”

Part 13:

The Midrash opens with the 2°10%77 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “His going forth is from the end of the
heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it; and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof (Tehillim /
Psalms 19:7).”

The XN1°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “On the first day of the sum-
mer solstice, there is no shade under the sun for any creature. And his circuit unto the ends of it.”

The Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis speak of the
sun and its heat.

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2Wn (mashal), the rabbis pro-
vide examples of the heat of the sun and draw a parallel with the fire and judgment of the Lord.

The Concluding phrase says “Thus, scripture says also, The Law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the
soul, that is, at the resurrection of the dead, the Torah will stand up for a man, for the restoring of
his life, as is said It will be unto you a restorer of life (Ruth 4:15).”

Part 14:

The Midrash opens with the 2°1nn:7 112°7 (Dibur Hamathil) “In interpreting The Law of the Lord
is perfect, it restores the soul (Tehillim / Psalms 19:8).”

The XNM°ND (Petihta) “the homiletic introduction” to the Midrash says “Rabbi Jeremiah and the
Rabbis differed. One argued, Why is Torah said to be perfect?”

The YW (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis go on to dis-
cuss how the Torah of God is perfect.

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?Wn (mashal), the rabbis pro-
vide examples how the Torah of God is perfect and how it restores the soul.

The Concluding phrase says “ The ordinances of the Lord are true refers to the order of the Civil
Laws, which contains the greater portion of laws regulating and relations between man and man.”

A large portion of the Midrashic commentary is devoted to the glory of God (7ehillim / Psalms 19:1-

2). Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°1107 12°7) stating “For the leader. A
psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God (Tehillim / Psalms 19:1-2).” In typical form and
rabbinic style of midrash, the rabbis open the discussion saying “This verse is to be read in the light of what
Scripture says elsewhere, The Lord has made everything lamaanehu (Mishley / Proverbs 16:4) that is, to

declare His glory.” (Y012°P% ,(7 T °2Wn) 1mavnY 11 9¥9 93 210577 ARW 7)) The rabbis say “Here ane-
hu is taken as related to enu as in the verse Sing (enu) unto the Lord with thanksgiving (Tehillim / Psalms
147:7). Or, lamaanehu means to bear witness to His glory and declare His Godhead, as in the verse You
will not bear witness (taaneh) against your neighbor (Shemot / Exodus 20:13), and in the verse As witness

18
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for (lemaan) my brethren and companions (Tehillim / Psalms 122:8).” (Inp 0°%70) 77102 719 1Y R
MR JYNA? 2°021,(T0 2 MAW) T2 7I¥N RY MR 720 ,IMA9R T2 02w nayh amvnb nk 027 .0
(1 22p @°27N) °¥7) Reading through the midrash, it is interesting here that the rabbis say that lamaanehu
(173¥17) means to bear witness to His glory and declare His Godhead. The word 173¥17 (lamaanehu), or

11V means “answer, reply, rejoinder, responsion” and so the rabbis are saying that the creation “answers. ”
If the creation answers, there had to have been a question; the question might be how have “you” (the cre-

ation) come to exist? So the 1773¥1? (lamaanehu) or answer that is given is one what bears witness to God’s
glory and declares His Godhead. The existence of life, the creation itself, gives evidence of God’s power
and glory because life does not come from nothing, the progenitor is the Lord God Almighty and His Word.

The word translated as “Godhead” is YM7X. It is the word for deity (N179R, Elohut) with a preposition
“his” (7).

Definitions:

1NI77R His Godhead
779X Divinity

NI2R Deity

Reading the midrash, when thinking on the “Godhead,” we naturally think of Christianity, and that the
Godhead was not a common term the rabbis utilized in Judaism. This is actually the first occurrence of this

word in Midrash Tehillim at Tehillim / Psalms 19. If we analyze the Hebrew word “Godhead” (\N177R) it
literally means “His Divinity,” “His Deity,” or “God as He is in Himself.” This word provides us with the
understanding that the Lord God is the One who is behind His actions, properties, and the nature of God, He
is almighty, He is all powerful, He exists and there is no other. This is something that has been debated for
centuries through Christianity and Judaism. Note that the plural word “Elohot” meaning “gods” is not to
be confused with “Elohut” meaning “Godhead.” The word Elohut is used as a reference to the Lord God
Almighty.

In the philosophy of Maimonides and other Jewish-rationalistic philosophers, there is little which
can be established about God other than his “existence,” and even this can only be asserted equivocally
(ambiguously). Maimonides is quoted saying:

“How then can a relation be represented between Him and what is other than He when
there is no notion comprising in any respect both of the two, inasmuch as existence is, in our
opinion, affirmed of Him, may He be exalted, and of what is other than He merely by way of
absolute equivocation. There is, in truth, no relation in any respect between Him and any of
His creatures.” (Maimonides, Moreh Nevuchim, Pines 1963)

The Kabbalistic understanding of God is that of the “Ein Sof” (710 °X) meaning “there is no end.”
In Jewish mystical thought (Kabbalah), the term “Godhead” usually refers to the concept of the Ein Sof

(710 °X), the aspect of God that lies beyond the emanations of God (the Sefirot). The “knowability” of the
Godhead in Kabbalistic thought is no better than what is conceived by rationalist thinkers like Maimonides.
There is a divergence of opinion among the kabbalists concerning the relation of the sefirot to the En Sof.
Azriel (commentary on the Sefer Yetzirah) and, Menahem Recanati considered the Sefirot to be totally dif-
ferent from the Divine Being; the “Ma’areket” group took the Sefirot to be identical in their totality with
the Ein Sof, each sefirah representing merely a certain view of the Infinite; the Zohar, on the other hand,
clearly implies that they are the names of the deity, and gives for each of them a corresponding name of God
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and of the hosts of angels mentioned in the Bible. The “Absolute One,” they argue, is immanent in all the
Sefirot and God reveals himself through them, but does not dwell in them; the Sefirot can never include the
Infinite. Each sefirah has a well-known name; but the Holy One has no definite name (Pardes Rimmonim,
pp. 21-23).

Looking to understand the “Godhead” according to philosophy, whether Greek or Jewish mystical
thought, we are left with the realization that many men throughout history have attempted to quantify the
Godhead and the nature of God. How do we understand the Godhead today? Christianity would say the
Godhead is “the triune nature of God, consisting of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” Judaism
would says “lamaanehu the creation bears witness to His glory and declares His Godhead” that is God’s
creation declares His Deity. In Colossians 2:6-13, the Apostle Paul spoke to the Colossians saying 2:9 For
in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. (KJV) that in Yeshua dwelled the fullness of the God-
head according to the KJV. The New American Standard Bible (NASB) states the following:

Colossians 2:6-15

2:6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 2:7 having been
firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were in-
structed, and overflowing with gratitude. 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through
philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elemen-
tary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 2:9 For in Him all the fullness
of Deity dwells in bodily form, 2:10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is
the head over all rule and authority; 2:11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a cir-
cumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of
Christ; 2:12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with
Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 2:13 When you
were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive
together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 2:14 having canceled out the
certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken
it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 2:15 When He had disarmed the rulers and
authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.
(NASB)

Q26 odv mtaperdPete TOV Xptotov Inoodv tov kbplov, v avtd mepunateite, Epplwpévol Kal
¢nokodopovpevol v adtd kal Pefatovpevol Tij miotet kabwg é810ax0nTe, MeplooevOVTEG €V
evyaptotia. PAEmete U T1g VUAG EoTan 6 cvAaywydv Sid TG PLAocogiag Kail Keviig AmdTng
KAt TV mapddootv Tdv avOpdmwy, katd Td oTotyeio ToD KOGUOL Kal oV Katd Xplotdv: *0Tt
&V a0 TO KATOLKEL TV TO MApwia TG Be0TNTOG CWHATIKDG, Kal 0TE v adT@ TIEMANpwHEVOL,
66 €0y 1) KePahn TTaong apxig kai éovaiag, 'év @ kai mepleTURONTE MEPLTOUT] AXELPOTIOTW
¢v 1) anekdvoel Tod oOpPATOG TG 0apKOG, €V Ti) meptTopf] ToD Xplotod, “ovvTagévtes avTd
&V TQ PantTiop®, &v @ kai ouvyépOnte S1d Tiig Miotewg TG Evepyeiag Tod Beod Tob éyeipavTog
avTOV €K Vekp@V: Pkal DAg vekpolg 6vtag [év] Toig mapantwpaoty kal Tf) dkpopuoTia TG
0apkog DMV, oLVElWOTIOINOEV VUAG OLV aDT, XAPLOAUEVOG MV TTAVTA TA TAPATTOHATA,
HgEakeiyag 10 kKa® UV xelpdypagov Ttoig Séypacty 6 fv evavTiov Ny, kai adTo fpKeV
¢k TOD pHéoov TPOooNAWoag adTO TQ oTavp®: “dmekdvoduevog Tag apxag Kai tag ¢§ovaiag
gdetypdtioev €v mappnoia, OptapBedoag adtovg &v adT@.

The NASB says 2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form is more consistent with the
meaning of the word “Godhead” as a reference to “His Deity.” The word Godhead is not a reference to
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the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit with regard to the “Godhead” since Yeshua the Messiah is not the Father
in Heaven, he is also not the Holy Spirit, He is the Son who laid His life down for ours and who was raised
from the dead (the resurrection). The Godhead is a reference to the Deity of the Messiah. The Apostle Paul
is saying here that we have received the Messiah as Lord of our lives and therefore are to walk in Him. We
have been firmly rooted and built up in Him and established in our faith. Paul warns not to be deceived by
philosophy and empty deception according to the tradition of men that is according to this world but rather
be captive to the Messiah. He then states 2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form
(NASB) and that in Him we have been made complete and we are circumcised with a circumcision made
without hands, we were buried with him in baptism and raised up with Him through faith. He has made
us alive with Him having forgiven us all of our transgressions, and canceled out our debt. He has literally
nailed our transgressions to the cross, that was the purpose of the cross to bear our sins and to make atone-
ment in His blood. Midrash Tehillim 19, Part I concludes saying “In the sight of the Holy One blessed Be
He, heaven has a mouth, as is said The heavens declare the glory of God.” The heavens declare the Deity of
God, His power, His glory, His majesty, and the mighty works of His hands. Note the context of Colossians
chapter 2 reading what Paul says about the Messiah Yeshua in Colossians chapter 1.

Colossians 1:13-23

1:13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of
His beloved Son, 1:14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 1:15 He is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 1:16 For by Him all things were cre-
ated, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or authorities all things have been created through Him and for Him. 1:17 He is
before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 1:18 He is also head of the body, the
church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come
to have first place in everything. 1:19 For it was the Fathers good pleasure for all the full-
ness to dwell in Him, 1:20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made
peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, [ say whether things on earth or things
in heaven. 1:21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in
evil deeds, 1:22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to
present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach 1:23 if indeed you continue
in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel
that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I,
Paul, was made a minister. (NASB)

B3¢ ¢ppvoarto nudg €k T é§ovaiag Tod 0KOTOVG Kai peTéoTnoeV £ig TNV Bactleiav Tod vioD
TG dydmng adtod, Mév @ €xopev TNV ATOAVTPWOLY, THV APETLY TOV QUAPTIOV: 8¢ éoTLy
elk@v 10D Be0d TOD dopdTov, MPWTHTOKOG TTAONG KTioEWG, 6Tl &V avT® ékTioBn ta mavta
v ToiG 00pavolg Kai £ml TAG YiG, T Opatd Kal Ta ddparta, gite Opdvol eite KVPLOTNTES €lTe
dpyai gite govaia: T Mavta 8 avTod kai gig adTOV EkTioTaL, Kal aOTOG E0TLY TTPO TAVTWV
Kal T& TavTa €v adT® ovvEoTnkev. *kal avTog €0TLV 1) KEPAAT TOD OWHATOG, TAG EKKANTiag:
06 €0ty dpxN, TPWTOTOKOG €K TV VEKPDY, tva yévntal €V Aoy avTtog TpwTevwy, POTL &v
avt® €0dOKNOEY AV TO TMApwHa Katotkfoal “kai 8 avtod dmokatalla&at T mévta eig
avtov, eipnvomotroag S Tod alpatog Tod otavpod adtod, [ avTod] ite Ta éml TG YR eite
Ta €V Toig ovpavoig. *'Kal dpdg mote 6vtag annAlotpiwpévoug kal éxOpovg i Stavoia &v
101G €pyoLg TOiG TOVNPOIG, *vuvi 8¢ dmokatiAalev €v Td owpatt g oapkog adTod S Tod
Bavdtov, mapaotioat DHAG ayiovg kal AUOHOVE Kal AveYKATOVG KaTevwmov adTtod, el ye
¢mupévete T miotel Tebepeliwpévol kal Edpaiot kal Ui petaktvovpevol aro Tiig EAnidog Tod
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Paul is speaking of Yeshua as the Word of God (John 1:1-14), that 1:16 For by Him all things were created,
both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities
all things have been created through Him and for Him. 1:17 He is before all things, and in Him all things
hold together (NASB) and 1:19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him
(NASB) Paul is speaking of the power and authority of the Father in heaven, the Deity of God dwelled in
Yeshua the Messiah. The purpose was so that /:20 ...through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having
made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, [ say whether things on earth or things in heaven.
1:21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 1:22 yet He has
now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless
and beyond reproach (NASB) the Lord God Almighty reconciled all things to Himself in His Word and this
was accomplished in His Word taking on flesh in the Messiah Yeshua.

Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10177 12°7) saying “The heavens
declare the glory of God (Tehillim / Psalms 19:2).” The rabbis continue to discuss the heavens that declare
the glory of God. The homiletic introduction to the Midrash states “The prophet Isaiah said, Sing O you
heavens, for the Lord has done it (Isaiah 44:23), and they replied, Indeed, we will sing the praise of God,
The heavens declare the glory of God.” How does the heavens sing of the glory of God? According to the
Scriptures, God’s glory is often associated with visible displays of light, such as fire and brightness. These
types of things often accompanied God when He showed Himself to His people. For example, leading Israel
into the promised land, His glory manifested itself as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night

(Shemot / Exodus 13:21-22, Di772 PR77 WR 732 12°2) 7077 002 129 TRya and op1oh 790 7 R
0¥ 0107 A7 WRI 7MY Oni 1Y TRy Wn-X2 25 :17°9) oni n2%Y%). The prophet Ezekiel talks about
a vision of the Lord that He saw and described it in Ezekiel 1:27-28.

Ezekiel 1:27-28

1:27 Then I noticed from the appearance of His loins and upward something like glowing
metal that looked like fire all around within it, and from the appearance of His loins and
downward I saw something like fire; and there was a radiance around Him. 1:28 As the
appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the sur-
rounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And
when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking. (NASB)

TR VIR AR TYRPI VI ANV 10 AY-N°D WR-IRTD YYD 1Y [ XX 1
FAIT TR 12 DY O3 WA MT WK NYRD IR0 11 12739 12 A1) WR-IXI0 IR
21277 29 VAWR] 19-5Y FBR) RN AI-7122 NMINT N2 XIT 2020

In addition to this, sometimes the Greek Word for glory, doxa (66&a), can mean brightness. It must have
been this sense of the term that was used when Luke recounted the angelic announcement to the shepherds
at the birth of Yeshua in Luke 2:9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them,; and they were terribly frightened. (NASB) *xai &yyehog kvpiov €méotn adTolg
Kai 80&a kvpiov meptédapyev adtovg, kai épofrOnoav @oBov uéyav. The Lord God reveals Himself in
physical displays of glory, depicting His splendor, majesty, and beauty. He is not a God that one can just
ignore. Rather, He is one to be feared and respected. The Apostle Paul describes our relationship to God’s
glory saying “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (I Corinthians
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10:31). Isn’t it interesting that Paul speaks of what we “eat and drink” we are to do so giving glory to God?
(Read Parashat Kedoshim on how to do that, Vayikra / Leviticus 19:1 - 20:27) Yeshua tells us to let our
light so shine before men that they may see our works and glorify our Father who is in heaven (Matthew
5:16). Glorifying God is not difficult, the Lord has given us everything we need, even the air that we breath,
life itself is a gift from God. The crown of God’s glory is that in His son Yeshua, He has given us newness
of life: “To God be the glory for the great things He has done!”” The parable used by the rabbis in Midrash
Tehillim 19, Part 3 is of a king who had many provinces and the inhabitants of the provinces would say “so
many precious stones and jewels has the king.” A wise man in the parable stated “In truth, only those of
the province in which the king lives can properly declare the wealth and the glory of the king, because they
alone know his wealth and his glory. Even so, David said, The earth and all who are in it cannot declare
the glory of the Holy One blessed be He, Who can, in truth, declare the glory of God? The heavens declare
the glory of God. And when will the earth and all its inhabitants praise God? When He will exalt the horn

of Israel, for Praise the Lord from the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 148:14).” (90 12w 1Y 1217 7RI RO
MY, YW MW 1907 P17 11K 72 WO T 931 PIART TIT R T2 ,171201 WY YT XOWw 990,700
D771 MRV ORI DW 2I7P 21w ,INIK PP07RA 9377 NKRY PR 7120 0°1901 2w AW 1907 9Iv
1 DR 99T 1990 AT IR (T R 2°9an) A01997 121P oY PRI 2127 1700 209 3930 1y 1P

2R 7120 0501 DoAWw MR 797 (X n7ap 090N ow aw) 07wit) The Lord God Almighty is in Heaven
and therefore the heavens declare the Glory of God. The rabbis say that the earth cannot declare the glory
of God because God does not dwell in the earth. However, we know of the glory of God in our lives to raise
us up from the dead, to make us alive in the Messiah, and to save us from sin. Therefore, each one of us are
to spend our lives bringing glory to the Sovereign Lord of the universe, and in so doing, join with the rest of
creation in magnifying His holy name.

Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 6 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (°inN%7 T12°7) saying “Another com-
ment on The heavens declare the glory of God.” The rabbis continue the discussion on the heavens de-
claring the glory of God. The homiletic introduction to the Midrash says “Rabbi Jacob son of Zabdi told
a parable of a mighty man who came to a certain city where the inhabitants did not know his strength.” It
is interesting that the rabbis make the illustration of a city and the inhabitants not knowing the strength of a
mighty man living in the midst of the city. The parable is given to illustrate how we can know the glory of
God, the rabbis continue saying:

A knowing man said, You can tell his strength from the size of the stone he lifts. Even so,
we can tell the strength of the Holy One blessed be He, from the size of the heavens. Rabbi
Joshua son of Levi taught that because God declared, Do I not fill heaven and earth. (Jere-
miah 23:24)

MR 2°AWT 12 79,3023 11D PYTY ONKR L2 WWIANN RITT RIARA ,ION 0PD 079 K
K71 SIR YIRT DR 290w DR IR RITW 997 12 12 YW I R ,A7ART 2w D PRk
(72 20 )

The parable has the inhabitants finally knowing the strength of the man by reason of the size of the stone
he is able to lift. In a similar manner, we know the strength of the Lord God Almighty from the size of the
heavens. The Apostle Paul said to the Romans that the heavens reveal the glory of God.

Romans 1:18-23
1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 1:19 because that which is known
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about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 1:20 For since the cre-
ation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.
1:21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they
became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 1:22 Professing
to be wise, they became fools, 1:23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for
an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling
creatures. (NASB)

BAmokahvmTeTaL Yap 6pyr) Oeod & ovpavod émt maoav doéPetav kal ddikiav avBpwnwy T@V
TNV dAnBetav €v adikia kateXoviwy, 80Tt 10 yvwotov Tod Beod pavepdv oty év adTolg:
0 00g yap adTols Epavépwoev. **1a yap adpata adTod dno KTioews KOOUOV TOIG IOl HACLY
voovpevakabopdtal, fj te &idtogavtod SHvapgkaiBetdtng, i TO eivat avtovg dvamoloyrToug:
281611 yvovteg TOV Bedv odx w¢ Beov é86&acav 1) noxapiotnoay, dAN épataiwdnoay év
101G StaloyLopoig avTtdv Kai ¢okoTiodn 1 dovvetog adT@V Kapdia. ZPAcKOVTES eival coPol
guwpavinoay, Pkai fAagav v §6&av tod deBapTtov Beod v Opowwpartt eikdvog eBaptod
avBpdTOL Kal TETEWVDV Kal TETPATOSWV Kal EPTETDV.

The creation clearly shows us the glory and power of the Lord God Almighty. The Midrash concludes with
Rabbi Phinehas the Priest son of Hama saying: “Because of that which the heavens send down, the earth
flourishes, and the creatures eat, and then they praise the Holy One blessed be He. Thus, The heavens de-
clare the glory of God. But when, God forbid, the children of Israel sin, what does Scripture say? The heav-
ens will reveal their iniquity (Job 20:27). How? The anger of the Lord will be kindled against you, and He
will shut up the heaven (Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:17). But when the children of Israel are well-deserving,
what does Scripture say? The Lord will open for you His good treasure, the heaven (Devarim / Deuterono-
my 28:12).” It is interesting that rabbi Phinehas believes that not only does the creation reveal God’s glory,
it also reveals the sins of Israel. How does the creation reveal the sins of Israel? The example given is God
closing up the heavens so they will not give forth rain. This can be understood that natural disasters may
be considered the judgment of God. Are natural disasters today considered judgment from the Lord God
Almighty? Note how, in the Scriptures, when a disaster come, quickly the people of Israel realized they
had sinned before the Lord and repented and turned from their ways. When a natural disaster comes today,
it seems very few recognize the origin of the disaster just might be sin in the lives of the people and of the
respective country. With this in mind, do you think all natural disasters are the result of sin?

Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 7 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (°rin»AT M12°7) saying “Day unto day
utters speech, and night unto night reveals knowledge (Tehillim / Psalms 19:3).” The first six parts of
Midrash Tehillim 19 dealt with the heavens declaring the glory of God. Part seven begins with the day and
night speaking and revealing knowledge. The homiletic introduction to the Midrash says “This verse al-
ludes to our master Moshe, who, it is said, was with the Lord forty days and forty nights and he wrote upon
the tables the words of the covenant (Shemot / Exodus 34:28).” The rabbis ask the question “Does Scripture
really mean to say that night also occurs in the presence of the Holy One blessed be He? Is it not written

The night shines as the day both are alike to You (Tehillim / Psalms 139:12)?” (,7"2pn °109 12°% 03 "

(2> 09 O°9aN) PR 01D 7991 2°N27) Why do the rabbis ask this question of the night occurring in the
presence of the Lord? Darkness is the exclusion or absence of light, and is usually the effect of a shadow
that is cast by a body that intercepts the rays of light. The visible world can not be seen in darkness. In the
beginning there was darkness and there is no shape or form and it was only when God said “Let there be
light” that the invisible become visible. Throughout the Tanach, we do not find Scripture that directly states
“God dwells in light” but we do read in Tehillim / Psalms 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom
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shall I fear? The Lord is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread? (NASB) In addition to this, Habakkuk
said 3:2 Lord, I have heard the report about You and I fear. O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the
years, In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy. 3:3 God comes from Teman, And
the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah. His splendor covers the heavens, And the earth is full of His praise.
3:4 His radiance is like the sunlight; He has rays flashing from His hand, And there is the hiding of His
power. (NASB) Daniel also said 2:22 ‘It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things; He knows what
is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him. (NASB) Based on these Scriptures and others, there was
a interpretation in place that states God dwells in light. The Apostle Paul told Timothy in / Timothy 6:16
who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To
Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen. (NASB) '%6 uévog éxwv abavaociav, og oik®v anpdottov, Ov
eldev 008eig avBpdmwy ovdE idelv Svvatat: @ TN Kai kpdtog aiwviov: aurv. and the Apostle John said that
“God is light and in Him there is no darkness” (I John 1:5, *Kai €ottv adtn 1) dyyehia fjv dknkéapev an’
avTod Kal dvayyéAAopev Ouiv, 6Tt 0 Bedg PG €0Tv Kal okotia €v adT® ovk €0ty ovdepia.). The rabbis
thought this might be a conflict in their understanding of the light and the darkness that are drawn as a par-
allel to the day and the night that speak knowledge. As a result of this, the rabbis quote from Zehillim /
Psalms 139:12 saying “is it not written the night shines as the day both are alike to You? ” (139:12 Even the
darkness is not dark to You, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to You. NASB,
IR 7222 XY 0D A7) Ten Wi-XY Wn-03  2°) The rabbis then ask the question “How then
did Moshe our master know when it was day and when it was night, that he could have reckoned forty days
and forty nights in the presence of the Holy One blessed be He? ” (D1 7°17 "X 11°27 AWn Y71 770 11

77aPn P¥R 79°7 DOY2IRY O DOVAIR 2Wnn RITW L0979 SNRY) They respond to that with the answer
“Scripture implies, however, that Moshe knew it was day when the Holy One blessed be He, instructed him
in Written Law,; and Moshe knew it was night when the Holy One blessed be He, instructed him in Oral
Law.” Isn’t it interesting that the rabbis parallel the day and the night to the instruction of the written Law
and the Oral Law? Why do you think they say during the day God instructed Moshe in the Torah, and in the
night with the Mishnah? Let’s think on this for a moment. The Mishnah supplements, complements, clari-
fies and systematizes the commandments of the Torah. The Torah, for example, commands: “Remember the
Sabbath day” (Shemot / Exodus 20:8). The Mishnah provides this abstract commandment with a concrete
form, i.e. the kiddush and havdalah rituals which mark the beginning and the ending of the Shabbat. The
Torah commands “Observe the Shabbat” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:12). The Mishnah specifies 39 cate-
gories of forbidden labor which are prohibited by this commandment to do no work on the Shabbat, provid-
ing dozens of other kinds of labor under these 39 headings. The Torah also commands: “When you eat and
are satisfied, give thanks to your God for the good land which He has given you’ (Devarim / Deuteronomy
8:10) giving Scriptural requirement to be thankful and to pray during meals. The Mishnah spells out specif-
ic blessings to be recited before and after each kind of food, and what to do if the wrong blessing is recited
by mistake. It also extends the recitation of blessings to areas other than food, detailing blessings to be re-
cited before and after the performance of commandments, blessings of praise and thanksgiving, even estab-
lishing a regular order of daily prayers. Where the commandments appear chaotic or inconsistent, as for
example in Vayikra / Leviticus 13—14 (“leprosy”), the Mishnah organizes these rules into a consistent sys-
tem. When the commandments are already relatively detailed and systematic, as in Vayikra / Leviticus 1-7
regarding the sacrifices, the Mishnah deals with additional aspects of halakhah, either ignored or mentioned
only in passing in the Torah, such as the proper intentions which should accompany the sacrifices, and the
consequences of having an improper intention. The Mishnah was originally a fluid and flexible oral tradi-
tion until it was compiled by a series of scholars over two centuries and was given its final form in the 3rd
century CE by Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi. This may be why the rabbis parallel the day and the night with the
Torah and the Mishnah? In the day all things are clear and we know the way in which we should walk
(God's Word is clearly spelled out), whereas, the Mishnah is paralleled to the night being flexible, movable,
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and tradition. The Rabbis continue saying “For when God is occupied by day with Written Law, His face is
as bright as snow, the word dwdy (My Beloved), the sum of numerical value of its letters being twenty four,
clearly refers to the twenty four books of Written Law, and when God is occupied by night with Oral Law,
His face is dark” here we find the rabbinic understanding on light and darkness, that God was clear in His
giving of the Torah (His face is as bright as snow), and the Oral Law was passed down orally by tradition
saying His face is dark. Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 7 concludes saying “Rabbi Phinehas taught in the name
of rabbi Abba, The angel whose charge is prayer, he waits until that congregation in Israel which assembles
at the latest hour possible has concluded its prayers, and out of their prayers he fashions a crown which he
places upon the head of the Holy One blessed be He, as is said Blessings are upon the head of the righteous
(Mishley / Proverbs 10:6), Here righteous is the Holy One blessed be He, of whom it is written Just and
righteous is He (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:4).” (,fi?5N71 2% 731an XIIW TR?17 1K X2X 1 Qw1 01 M
NID72 MRIW ,772P7 PW WK FINILT0Y 1A WY, PRIV ANIAR 70710 N9ONAY TV 1NN R
Y2 2% O K1 2% ,(7 22 0°127) KT W) PUTX 12 20N0Ww ,a3apn T 0TE (1 0 Thwn) prTE wRR
.MIR) The important point that we take from Part 7 of Midrash Tehillim 19 is that the rabbis struggled with
the concepts of light and darkness, with the day and the night that speak of God’s glory. The difference
between light and darkness is understood to be synonymous with the knowledge of good and evil. In the
light one is able to judge how others are walking and to choose the right path to walk in. Darkness is used
to hide ones evil ways, to walk in wickedness without others observing what you are doing. The apostle
John said God is light and in Him there is no darkness. This completes our understanding that there is no
wickedness in the Lord God Almighty. The rabbis state that in the day God instructed Moshe in the Torah
and at night the Mishnah. This reveals to us that the rabbis believed the Day (Light) illustrates the choice of
following the commandments of God, and hope for His eternal rewards, and the Night (Dark) illustrates
following the commands according to tradition. These concepts are very important and studying the Apos-
tolic Writings carefully, we see that they are incorporated into the teachings of the apostles.

Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 13 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°nan T12°7) saying “His going
forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it; and there is nothing hid from the heat
thereof (Tehillim / Psalms 19:7).” The homiletic introduction to the Midrash says “On the first day of the
summer solstice, there is no shade under the sun for any creature. And his circuit unto the ends of it.” The
rabbis begin the discussion of the sun and its heat and draw a parallel with the heat and light with the Lord
God Almighty. The rabbis say, “Gehenna (Hell) will exist in the age to come, for it is said The Lord, whose
fire is in Zion, and His furnace in Jerusalem (Isaiah 31:9).” However, others disagree, “rabbi Yannai and
rabbi Simeon son of Kakhish say, Though Gehenna will not exist in the age to come, the sun will consume
them that do evil, as is said For behold, the day comes that will burn as an oven and all that do evil will be
stubble; and the day that comes will consume them (Malachi 3:19).” Based on these opinions on Gehenna
(Hell), and the statement that there is no shade under the sun for any creature, the rabbis say that God is like
the sun, there is no shade for any creature, means that the Lord sees all the sins of man. The sun and heat are
how judgment will be meted out to the wicked. The rabbis believe that the firmament (water above) for a
time provides temperament to the heat of God’s wrath, however, in the day of judgment, the Lord will bring
the heat of the sun below the firmament (water above) and punish them that did evil and will consume them
according to Malachi 3:19 (4:1 ‘For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant
and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze, ’says the Lord of hosts, ‘so
that it will leave them neither root nor branch.” NASB) The obvious conclusion of the rabbis is that the only
way to be saved from God’s wrath is by occupying one’s self with the study of the Scriptures (Torah). The
conclusion of the midrash states:

But of him who occupies himself with Torah, what does Scripture go on to say? The Law of
the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul (Tehillim / Psalms 19:8). So again, Scripture says, For
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His eyes are upon the ways of a man There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the
workers of iniquity may hide themselves (Job 34:22). But who will be able to hide himself in
the time to come? The man who occupies himself with Torah. For the verse Remember you
the Torah of Moshe My servant (Malachi 3:22) follows upon the verse Behold the day comes,
it burns as a furnace. Thus, scripture says also, The Law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the
soul, that is, at the resurrection of the dead, the Torah will stand up for a man, for the restor-
ing of his life, as is said It will be unto you a restorer of life (Ruth 4:15). (Midrash Tehillim
19, Part 13)
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It is interesting in Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 13, we find the concepts of the sun, heat, fire, and judgment,
Gehenna (Hell), and God’s wrath on those who lived wickedly in this life. Whereas, the one who occupies
himself with the Torah, The Law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul (Tehillim / Psalms 19:8), that God
sees the ways of man and the workers of iniquity are not hidden from him, the workers of iniquity attempt
to hide themselves in the darkness but to no avail. The one who occupies himself with the Torah, the Lord
will restore him at the resurrection of the dead and the Torah will stand up for the man as a testimony and
for the restoration of his life. The important point to take away from Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 13 is un-
derstanding the context of the Psalm that is being discussed in the Dibur Hamathil. In Tehillim / Psalms
19:5-7 a parallel is drawn between “light” and “speech.” Studying the word “light” the rabbis make use
of their understanding of who God is with regard to the light and the darkness. The difference between
light and darkness can be understood as a parallel between the knowledge of good and evil. In the light
one is able to judge how one walks and to choose the right path to walk in. Darkness is used to hide ones
evil ways, to walk in wickedness without others observing what you are doing. Light is used to illustrate
the choice between following the commandments of God and hope for His eternal rewards, and darkness to
follow the enticing of the devil which persuade man to do evil and become captive and damned to hell in
eternal darkness. We who are called by His name are not called to walk in evil and wickedness in this life.
Those who do are going will receive the wrath of God. These rabbinic concepts are incorporated into the
first epistle of John chapter 1. John says that God is Light and in Him is no darkness. The Aramaic Targum

states  SI9P YANWA R2T RWIZWT °2°0 N°2Y RNIAYINT 2% N9 Psalms 19:4 There is no utterance of
complaint, and there are no words of confusion, for their voice is not heard. (EMC) Darkness is paralleled
to the utterance of complaint and words of confusion. In the Lord God Almighty, there is no darkness. God
is not the author of confusion. And using this analogy, John says that if we say we have fellowship with
the Lord and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. Thus, the difference between light and
darkness is understood as knowing the difference between truth and falsehood. The people in the wilderness
journey moved according to the word of the Lord in their midst (the cloud, 9:15-19), yet they complained
of the gifts God had given them to eat and to live (//:7). John says that if we walk in the light (see / John
1:7-9), just as He is in the Light, we have fellowship with Him, and with one another. The people of God in
the wilderness however walked in the light of God’s presence each day yet they did not appear to have real
fellowship with Him. The people longed for their former lives of bondage and sin. Do you think this hap-
pens today amongst some of the people found in our congregations? The Apostle John said in / John 1:7-9
that, the blood of Yeshua His Son cleanses us from all sin, however, if one walks in sin (practices sin, walks
in darkness), there is no fellowship. Does the blood of Christ cleanse when one practices walking in dark-
ness? You may find yourself living in the midst of the congregation of God, but do you truly desire to turn
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from sin, to seek His face and to seek forgiveness? (Mark 9:43-49) Do you believe God’s ways are perfect
and do you have the desire (given by God) to walk in His ways, to live a righteous life and turn from sin?

Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 14 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°1n5 2127) saying “In interpreting
The Law of the Lord is perfect, it restores the soul (Tehillim / Psalms 19:8).” The homiletic introduction to
the Midrash state that the rabbis are arguing over this verse, “Rabbi Jeremiah and the Rabbis differed. One
argued, Why is Torah said to be perfect?” David says in the Psalm that the Torah is perfect and capable of
restoring the soul. Why is the Torah said to be capable of restoring the soul? Why is the testimony of the
Lord said to make the simple wise? The rabbinic response to these question is “because it is sure” trans-

lated from 7172°AN0 R°AW meaning “because she is innocent, guileless, lamblike, virgin, virginal, childlike,
entire, or whole.” All of these words provide us with a picture of “purity.” The Torah is pure, it is perfect,
it is undefiled. In addition to this, the rabbis ask “When is the Law of the Lord perfect? And when is the

testimony of the Lord faithful?” (R>7 SNA°R) ,0°AN0 XITW 2278 20 51 NRYY ROV YW1 ,77°0 Ko7 NRK

JAR1 DN ARXY ROAW AYW2 ,NIAKR1) Their response is “When it comes from the mouth of a righteous man,
a man perfect in righteousness. And When it comes from the mouth of a faithful man.” According to this
the Torah can be twisted by the wicked for their own purposes, whereas, the righteous and faithful ones do
not use the words of the Torah for their own purposes, but to serve the Lord.

The remainder of Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 14 compares Tehillim / Psalms 19:8 and the interpreta-
tion of the Law of the Lord as perfect, the rabbis say that this refers to the six orders of the Mishnah.

The Six Orders of the Mishnah according to the Midrash

Order of Women

Order of Seeds

Order of Feasts

Order of the Holy Things
Order of the Clean Things
Order of the Civil Laws

SNk =

What are the six orders of the Mishnah? The word “Mishnah” is derived from the root 111, which means
“year.” The word mishnah has two meanings in the Rabbinic literature, (i) as a manner of deducing ev-
erything that is taught orally, complementing the Written Torah, and (ii) a book, that is second only to the
written Torah. The six Orders of the Mishnah are the laws of the Oral Law that were collected by subject
and redacted in the Land of Israel in the third century CE by Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi. The need to write down
the halakhot by subject arose in the late Second Temple period. The number of laws that were not directly
connected to the verses of the Torah increased, and they could not be deduced by the conventional method
of textual exegesis. The Rabbis who lived during the time from the Second Temple period until the time
of Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi and who employed this methodology were called the “Tannaim” (Tanna, person
of a group of Jewish sages and teachers who were active between 70 to 200 of the Christian era and their
main literary product is the Mishnah wherein their views are recorded.). As time passed, the first collec-
tions of mishnayot, known as “early mishnayot,” were formulated and redacted; these formed the basis for
the Mishnah of Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi. The Mishnah is divided into six Orders, each of which relates to a
different halakhic topic.

Orders of the Mishnah

* The Order of Zeraim (“Seeds”) is concerned with the commandments observed
only in the Land of Israel and with everyday ritual commandments.
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* The Order of Moed ( “Appointed Time ) contains Sabbath and holiday laws.

* The Order of Nashim (“Women”) relates to the relations between a man and his
wife, from the creation of the relationship to the sundering of the marriage.

* The Order of Nezikin ( “Damages ) includes the laws governing interpersonal rela-
tions, property laws, and judicial procedure.

* The Order of Kodashim (“Sacred Things”) relates to the Temple service and the
laws of sacrifices.

* The Order of Tohorot ( “Pure Things ) contains the laws of ritual purity.

Note that each Order is divided into tractates, each tractate into chapters, and each chapter, into mishnayot.
The most complete manuscripts of the Mishnah are MS. Kaufmann, from the eleventh or twelfth centuries,
and MS. Parma, from the eleventh century. The Mishnah was first printed in Naples in 1492. The first com-
mentaries on the Mishnah were written during the Geonic period (600-1040 CE). The best-known among
the medieval commentaries are those by Rashi and Maimonides.

It is interesting to note that the Orders of the Mishnah are listed out of order in Midrash Tehillim
19, Part 14. The Order of Nashim (Women) is moved in front of Zeraim (Seeds). The interpretation of the
Sages according to Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 14, on “The Law of the Lord is perfect, it restores the soul,”
the rabbis draw a parallel to the orders of the Mishnah, the rabbis say that the Torah is perfect like the order
of Woman, for it is said of a woman, You are fair, my love, and there is no spot in you (Song 4:7). The
testimony of the Lord is sure refers to the order of Seeds. The reason the Order of Seeds is referred to is
because it is only when a man believes the world to be secure (it will not be destroyed) that he sows seeds.
They say that the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart (7ehillim / Psalms 19:9) this is a refer-
ence to the order of Feasts with its regulations concerning the Booth and the Palm branch and all the feasts
in the year, of which it is written You will rejoice in your feast (Devarim / Deuteronomy 16:14). They say
the commandment of the Lord is pure and enlightening the eyes. This is a reference to the order of the Holy
Things, which enlightens the eyes of the priests who are in service to the Lord God Almighty (i.e. the altar
of incense and the menorah). According to the Scriptures, the fear of the Lord is clean (7ehillim / Psalms
19:10). This is a reference to the order of the Clean Things with its regulations distinguishing between im-
purity and purity. Finally, the ordinances of the Lord are true refers to the order of the Civil Laws, which
contains the greater portion of laws regulating and relations between man and man.

In Tehillim / Psalms 19, we read of the Purity of God’s words specifically the Torah. In fact, Scrip-
ture says (David said in Tehillim / Psalms 12) “The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a
furnace of earth, purified seven times.” (Tehillim / Psalms 12:6) God’s word is absolutely without dross.
They have been tried in the furnace of affliction and have been purified. Every worthless particle has been
removed. Yeshua said, “Your Word is truth,” meaning Words that are not evil, there is no darkness in Him,
in the Lord God Almighty. The words of God are pure words, there is no evil mingled amongst the Words
of God. Contained within the Words of Scripture, we have been given the promise that if we confess and
turn from our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

David concluded his Psalm saying 17777 1278 DR 7I-209Wn0 1Y% N7 A0300 | 731 DR ° 19:9 The

fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous alto-
gether. (NASB) The Rabbis translated this into Aramaic saying D797 1"M2¥7 X1 X°D7 mI7°7T XNo07 O
SXTMD 19007 IROIT XM 00T R11719:10 The fear of the Lord is pure, lasting forever, the judgments
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of the Lord are faithfulness; they are altogether just. (EMC) The judgments of God are faithfulness for the
purpose of leading to forgiveness and righteousness. In Midrash Tehillim 19, Part 14, the rabbis draw a par-
allel of the perfectness of the Torah to the six orders of the Mishnah, to the love and beauty of God’s word,
that the Lord God remains faithful to the covenant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to Moshe, to David, and
in Yeshua our Savior and He remains faithful to us today. That the word of the Lord brings joy, is faithful,
is holy, and clean, and brings joy to ones heart. According to the Scriptures, the Lord always remains faith-
ful and true to us, and as a result of this, we need to take our lives, our faith, and God’s word seriously and
remain faithful to Him too. The Creator of the Universe is calling out and looking for those who seek Him.
We serve a wonderful God, a God who is faithful and true. Praise the Lord for such a wonderful Salvation!
Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for helping us to understand that judgment is meant for repentance, righteousness, and
forgiveness of sins. We realize that it is by Your Great Mercy we are able to stand before you! David con-
cludes saying 19:14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight,
O Lord, my rock and my Redeemer. (NASB) Lord, let the words of our mouths and the mediation of our
hearts be acceptable in Your sight. Lord forgive us for all of our sins and keep each of us so that our sins
do not rule over us. We thank you Lord for sending us Your Son Yeshua who paid the covenant price for
the forgiveness of our sins. We believe that in Your Son Yeshua, You have made a sure foundation, You are
our Rock, Redeemer, and Savior. In Yeshua we have the hope of eternal life. Help us to trust in You Lord
as we wait patiently for You and Your presence each day. We believe in the Righteous work Yeshua did in
His life and upon the cross to make atonement for our sins. Help us to live and dedicated our lives to You,
fill us with Your presence Lord and thank You for revealing these truths to our hearts. We praise Your Holy
Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name I pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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7YY QWY MOWNRT TR YIRS 110277 1371 TR 71900:
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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