The Genealogy of Yeshua the Messiah
MATSATI.COM Ministry | http://www.matsati.com

In order to understand Yeshua’s genealogies, we need to understand Jewish thought on how the
genealogy is interpreted according to the scriptures. To begin, there are two observations that can be made
about the genealogies in the Hebrew scriptures.

Observations:
1. The male line is traced.
2. Only men’s names appear.

Women’s names are not given and neither are their descendants, except for a passing mention of
their names. The father was the one who determined the nationality and tribal identity and this is held today
in our society where daughters take on the names of their fathers. It appears that according to the Scrip-
tures, only the fathers tribal identity and nationality is what is necessary. Also, one line is traced from the
beginning to the end of biblical history, the line of King David. The scriptures list the names from Adam
to David and then from David to Zerubabel. This is known as the messianic line since the messiah was
to be descended from the house of David. According to the Torah, the Messiah is to be from the ““Seed

of the Woman™ (Bereshit / Genesis 3:15, F91? X377 AY7T 1°21 Y77 1727 AWKRT P21 902 WX | 727X 10
1PV DWA TAR) WXR). As the “Seed of Abraham” (Bereshit / Genesis 22:18, *>i3 92 7712 3190207
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(i.e, “Seed of Judah™), from ““the rod out of the stem of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1, 10, 731 ¥ ¥13n YN XYY X
27922 INMAn AT AT 2293 VIR DY 037 TAY WK W WY RIIT P2 M) 0 (A9 YY), and from
the ““Seed of David” he was to be of the family of David, and ““the priest after the order of Melchizedek™
(Tehillim / Psalms 110:4, :p7%->3277 °*N27-%Y 021v7 179-01A8 a0’ X971 | 717 vawl 7). The Messiah is
“Emmanuel,” “the virgin’s son” (Isaiah 7:14, NXPY 12 N77°) 7717 72797 737 DIR 027 RITOFIR 1A 127 7
R MBY iAW), “the branch of YHVH” (Isaiah 4:2, ¥7IXT °791 792097 °2%% 717 noy 770 X7 o2 2
ORI NYLOY NIRDNYY 1IR3Y), and ““the messenger of the covenant.” The Messiah Yeshua fulfilled each
of these Scriptural requirements according to the Tanach.

Studying the genealogies found in the Apostolic Writings (i) Matthew 1:1-17 and (ii) Luke 3:23-38,
a similar observation may be made, the male line is traced and mostly male names are listed. The gospels
of Matthew and Luke deal with the birth and early life of Yeshua. Whereas, both Mark and John begin their
accounts with Yeshua as an adult, thus Matthew and Luke provide details on his genealogy. Studying the
two genealogies found in Matthew and Luke, each provide an account of the birth and early life of Yeshua
but it seems each tells the story from a different perspective.

In Matthew, Joseph plays an active role, and Mary plays a passive role. According to Matthew, an
angel appeared to Joseph (Matthew 1:20) and there is no record of an angel appearing to Mary. Matthew
records Joseph’s thoughts but nothing of Mary’s thoughts. On the other hand in the Gospel of Luke the nar-
rative appears to tell the story from Mary’s perspective.

So, why are there two genealogies? Why was there a genealogy for Joseph if Yeshua is not the real
son of Joseph? Some say that “Matthew’s Gospel provides the royal line whereas Luke’s Gospels provides
the real line.”” To understand the need for these two genealogies we need to understand the differences in the
two kingdoms in Israel following the death of king Solomon. One kingdom was the southern Kingdom of
Judah, whose capital was in Jerusalem, whereas the other was the northern Kingdom of Israel, whose capital
was in Samaria. The obvious question that follows is what are the requirements of the throne for these two
kingdoms? The requirement for the throne of Judah was Davidic descendance. No one was allowed to sit
on David’s throne unless he was a member of the house of David. So, when there was a conspiracy to do

away with the house of David (Isaiah 7:5-6, 1281 1 :IRY 3717121 27198 7Y 2K 9V Y- 10 1
:OR20-12 PR 72IN2 T9n TP IR TIVRAN TIXPI 773°2), God warned that any such conspiracy was
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doomed to fail (Isaiah 8:9-15, XY > :IAM 1IRNDT IAM 1RDT PIR-"PONR 72 1IRT) M 200y W9 0
TI7-0Y7 7772 D272 °1192) 20 NRITR 2N A1 MR 7203 XY IR Y °3 0P X2) 127 1137 190 1YY
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Isaiah 7:5-8:15

7:5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee,
saying, 7:6 Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us,
and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal:

8:9 Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye
of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye
shall be broken in pieces. 8:10 Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the
word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us. 8:11 For the LORD spake thus to me with a
strong hand, and instructed me that | should not walk in the way of this people, saying, 8:12
Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither
fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. 8:13 Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be
your fear, and let him be your dread. 8:14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone
of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 8:15 And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be
broken, and be snared, and be taken. (KJV)

According to verse 8:11, Isaiah should not have a part with these people (i.e. those or anyone want-
ing to do away with the house of David) and verse 8:15 states that they will stumble, fall, be broken, snared
and taken, and that their conspiracy is doomed to fail! The requirement of the throne of Israel was either
prophetic sanction or divine appointment. According to the Scriptures, everyone who attempted to rule Sa-
maria’s throne without prophetic sanction was assassinated (see 1 Kings 11:26-39, 15:28-30, 16:1-4, 11-15,
21:21-29, 2 Kings 9:6-10, 10:29-31, and 14:8-12).

Based on these two biblical requirements for kingship and what is stated in the two genealogical
accounts in the Apostolic Writings, the question of Yeshua’s right to the throne can be solved! Looking at
Matthew’s genealogy, Matthew breaks with Jewish tradition and custom, he mentions the names of four
women: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba in Matthew 1:3, 5, and 6. The Talmud states, ““A mother’s fam-
ily is not to be called a family.” The few women Luke does mention were not the most prominent women
in the genealogy of Yeshua. Matthew however has a reason for naming the four women and no others. Lets
consider these four women listed in Matthew:

1. Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth were gentiles and it is probably true of Bathsheba as well, since her husband
was Uriah the Hittite. This could possibly be a hint that salvation is coming also to the gentiles.

2. Three of these women were guilty of sexual sin. Bathsheba was guilty of adultery (2 Samuel 11:3-
4), Tamar guilty of incest (Bereshit / Genesis 38:15-19) and Rahab was guilty of prostitution (Joshua
2:1). Matthew (1:1-17) traces the genealogy of Joseph, the stepfather of Yeshua, by going back and
working forward until his time. He starts tracing the line with Abraham (Verse 2) and continues to
David (verse 6). Out of David’s many sons, Solomon is chosen (Verse 6), and the line is then traced
to King Jeconiah (Verse 11), one of the last kings before the Babylonian captivity. From Jeconiah
(verse 12), the line is traced to Joseph (Verse 16). This is significant in Matthew’s genealogy be-
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cause of the special curse pronounced on Jeconiah in Jeremiah 22:24-30.

According to Jeremiah 22, no descendant of Jeconiah has the right to sit in the throne of David. Un-
til Jeremiah the first requirement for messianic lineage was to be of the house of David. Therefore, accord-
ing to the Scriptures, the Messiah had to be not only of the house of David but also apart from Jeconiah’s
curse. According to Matthew’s genealogy, Joseph had the blood of Jeconiah in his veins (that is if Yeshua
was born from Joseph). Had Yeshua been born from Joseph’s seed, He would not have been qualified to
sit on David’s throne. This means that no real son of Joseph would have the right to claim the throne of
David. Therefore, if Yeshua was the real son of Joseph, he would have been disqualified from sitting on
David’s throne. The next logical question would be ““what is the purpose of Matthew’s genealogy?”” The
purpose is to show why Yeshua could not be king if he were really Joseph’s son and therefore according to
the Scriptures he was to be born from a virgin, Mary (Isaiah 7:14). Matthew provides the account of the
virgin birth after the record of the genealogy. It appears from Matthew’s viewpoint this is a valid solution to
the Jeconiah problem. So, Matthew concludes that if Yeshua were really Joseph’s son, he could not claim to
sit on David’s throne because of the Jeconiah curse however, Yeshua was not Joseph’s son because he was
born from the virgin Mary according to Matthew 1:18-25. Let’s examine a little closer the virgin birth of
Yeshua according to Isaiah 7:14.

The virgin Birth

Isaiah 7:14
7:14 “Therefore, my Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold the maiden will become preg-
nant and bear a son, and she will name him Emmanuel.”

12X MY Y NRTPY 12 NTPN AT ARYa 3T DIR 097 RATOITR I 97 T

According to Rashi’s commentary this message is prophetic and does not refer to Isaiah the prophet! Ac-
cording to Langenscheidt Hebrew Dictionary Langenscheidt Publishers, Inc. 46-35 54th Road, Maspheth,
N.Y. 11378:

Almah - (alma) f, pl. alamot, - ““maiden, young marriageable woman;”
Harah - (hara) f, horah, harah, pl. horot, harot - ““to conceive, to be pregnant™

Based on these definitions, Isaiah 7:14 may be read as is and still understand that it is referring to a
virgin birth (i.e. a virgin is a reference to a young woman who has never known a man). According to the
torah, it is a disgrace for a Jewish man to marry a woman who had played the harlot and gotten pregnant
etc. Vayikra/ Leviticus 21:14 ““A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an harlot, these shall he not
take: but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.” (2> X? 79R-NY 737 77901 WM 79K 7
YR MR YRYn n?m;-ax °3) According to the Torah, one is not to marry a harlot; one is to marry virgin
from among his people. Now the question arises whether Isaiah should have used the world betula (7773N3)
instead of almah (71%7¥17) meaning young marriageable woman? The important point is that according to
the Torah for a woman to be marriageable she must have her virginity. So in effect, Isaiah was saying that
this woman would not only be marriageable but also a virgin according to the Torah! This is the mindset that
Joseph had when he found her (Mary) to be pregnant, and rather than making it public he was going to put
her away privately. According to Matthew 1:18-19, Joseph saw that she was pregnant and so did not want

to dishonor himself by taking her to be his wife. However, an angel from the Lord came and told him this
child is of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20), so he did as the Lord had commanded him to do. Joseph took
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Mary to be his wife.

The genealogy located in the book of Luke (Luke 3:23-38) appears to follow strict Jewish procedure
and custom in that he (Luke) omits no names and mentions no women, unlike Matthew. This presents us
with a question? If according to Jewish custom one would not mention the name of the woman how would
one trace a woman’s genealogy? The answer is “One would use the name of the husband.”” In addition to
this, there is a possible precedent for this in the Tanach in Ezra (2:61 Of the sons of the priests: the sons of
Habaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Barzillai, who took a wife from the daughters of Barzillai the Gile-
adite, and he was called by their name. NASB) and in Nehemiah (7:63 Of the priests: the sons of Hobaiah,
the sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Barzillai, who took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai, the Gileadite, and
was named after them. NASB). This raises a second question? Studying a genealogy how would one know
whether the genealogy were that of the husband or that of the wife; since in either case the husbands name
would be used? In English it is not good grammar to use the definite article (“the”) before a proper name
for example: “the” Matthew or “the” Luke or “the” Mary, however it is very permissible in Greek grammar.
In the Greek text of Luke’s genealogy every single name mentioned has the Greek definite article “the” with
one exception, the name of Joseph (Luke 3:23, #Kai adtog v Inoods dpxOHeVog wael ETOV TpLakovTa, MV
VidG, WG évopiCeto, Twone Tod HAL). A Greek speaking person reading the passage would understand by the
missing article from Joseph’s name that this was not really Joseph’s genealogy, but that of his wife Mary.
In addition to this, many translations of Luke 3:23 read: ““...being supposedly the son of Joseph, the son of
Eli...”” as a result of the missing Greek definite article before the name of Joseph, that same verse could be
translated as follows: “Being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph the son of Heli...”” (A.T. Robertson, A
Harmony of the Gospels) In other words, the final parenthesis could be expanded so that the verse reads that
although Yeshua was ““supposed” or assumed to be the descendant of Joseph, he was really the descendant
of Heli, where Heli was the father of Mary. The absence of Mary’s name is quite in keeping with the Jew-
ish practices on genealogies. The Jerusalem Talmud recognized this genealogy to be that of Mary and not
Joseph and refers to Mary as the daughter of Heli (Hagigah 2:4).

In addition to this, a difference between Matthew’s genealogy is that Luke begins his account from
the present (his time) and works his way back to Adam. At the family of David verses 31-32 and the son
of David involved in this genealogy is not Solomon but Nathan. So like Joseph, Mary was a member of
the house of David. However, unlike Joseph she came from David’s son Nathan and not Solomon. Mary
was a member of the house of David but apart from Jeconiah, and since Jesus was Mary’s son he too was
a member of the house of David, apart from Jeconiah. The messiah did not have to be descended the first
born of David. The inheritance may be passed down through either one of his sons, just as the inheritance
was passed down through Jacob rather than Esau, where Esau was the first-born and Jacob the second born.
Secondly, looking at the concept of women receiving the inheritance of their fathers rather than the son,

there is precedence in the Torah in Bamidbar / Numbers 27:4-11 (°3 iR iR 02R-0% v79° 727 7
TP RN Y [Ya0] DA 197 WWR-NX AW 2R 7 PN 0K TINR MR 1-mn 12 12 PR
T3 N203-NY YT 0P OO TIN2 7901 NIOR 077 100 103 17T TI9PY NI T2 T IMRD AYn-o8
N2 2 PR-OX] U :IR29 SN90I-NN DDAV 9 TR 121 DI-0D UOR KT 137A R 129N 109
RN PAR? DTN PR-OK] R0 1IN OOR? IN703-N8 oA 00X 19 PR-OR) 0 P0RY Inhni-nR apnn
[IYN-NY AT MR WRD VIR MR PRIW? 2137 TN AR W) IANOWRN 198 IR0 1N IN701-nY)
and Bamidbar / Numbers 36:1-13 (°32 NNOWH7 TW1-12 T°2%-12 TY73-°12 NNBWNT NIaRT “WRY 12971 X
PIRT-NY NN 7T A3 CTTR-NN MR 29X 3127 NIAN WK oOXWIT 0197 AW 0197 1211 0P
VW 213 TR P 3 PNIR7 IR TEDPE N20I-NY NN? AT A CITRY ORI 0137 9703 momin
T 1Y 0701 270N D7 NI WK T9Ra 1201 7Y 010 WNAR N0 10701 YN D7 X1
70203 Y37 NI 7un 1203 077 717000 W AWRT 1201 %Y 10701 79011 DX 2127 2200 MT-OX)
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According to the Torah in Bamidbar / Numbers 27:6-11, from Parashat Pinchas YHVH gave a com-
mandment concerning inheritance as a decree of justice to the children of Israel. The daughters of Zelophe-
had spoke because their father had no sons and he had died in the wilderness because of his sin (27:3) there
was no one to pass the inheritance on. God declared that if this was the case the inheritance should be passed
on to the daughters, fathers brothers, or closest relative to keep the land within the family. In like manner
when Jeconiah was cursed there was no one to pass on the line to the throne of David therefore in this case
the inheritance was passed through the second son Nathan and on to Mary the mother of Yeshua. Yeshua
therefore had the right to sit on the throne of David. Studying the genealogy, there were other members of
the house of David that were apart from the curse of Jeconiah. These descendants could equally claim the
throne of David because they didn’t have Jeconiah’s blood in their veins. So another question might be
why Yeshua and not one of the others? This is where divine appointment comes into the picture; the second
biblical requirement for kingship. Of all the members of the house of David apart from Jeconiah only one
received divine appointment according to Luke 1:30-33.

Luke 1:30-33

1:30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favor with God. 1:31
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name
JESUS. 1:32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God
shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 1:33 And he shall reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

It is very clear that by the word of the angel from the Lord, Yeshua was divinely appointed to the throne of
David according to Luke 1:32.

Two things should be noted in conclusion of this study. First, many rabbinic objections to the mes-
siahship of Yeshua are based on his genealogy. The argument goes something like: “Since Yeshua was not a
descendent of David through his father, he cannot be Messiah and King.”” However, according to the Scrip-
tures, the Messiah was supposed to be different. As early as Bereshit/ Genesis 3:15, it was proposed that the
Messiah would be reckoned after the “seed of the woman,”” although this went contrary to the biblical norm.
(Remember the precedence set according to the Torah on inheritance being passed onto the daughters of
Israel.) The necessity for this exception to the rule became apparent with Isaiah 7:14 that states “Therefore
the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Emmanuel.”” This verse declares that the Messiah was going to be born from a virgin, a woman who
has not known a man sexually! Whereas, all others received their humanity from both father and mother,
the Messiah would receive his humanity entirely from his mother. The father normally determined Jewish
nationality and tribal identity, however with the Messiah it would be different. Since he was to have no hu-
man father, his nationality and his tribal identity would be entirely from his mother. True, this is contrary to
the norm, but so is a virgin birth. With the Messiah, things would be different.

In conclusion I want to leave you all with a thought. A thought about these genealogies, they present a
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sort of fourfold picture of the messiah through four titles. In Matthew 1:1 he is called the ““Son of David”
and the ““Son of Abraham.” In Luke 3:38 he is called the ““Son of Adam” and the *““Son of God.” So what
does this say? As the Son of David, it means that Yeshua is King, as the Son of Abraham Yeshua is a Jew,
as the Son of Adam Yeshua is a man, and could be tempted just like we are and, as the Son of God Yeshua
is God! This picture of the Messiah as presented by the genealogies is that of the Jewish God-Man King,
Could the messiah be anything less?
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