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The poor and living stones

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 102:1-28, the Psalm opens saying, 102:1 Hear my prayer, O
Lord! And let my cry for help come to You. 102:2 Do not hide Your face from me in the day of my distress;
Incline Your ear to me; In the day when I call answer me quickly. (NASB) The psalmist calls for help in the
context of a poor man, what is the significance of that? The psalmist continues saying, 102:3 For my days
have been consumed in smoke, And my bones have been scorched like a hearth. 102:4 My heart has been
smitten like grass and has withered away, Indeed, | forget to eat my bread. 102:5 Because of the loudness of
my groaning My bones cling to my flesh. 102:6 | resemble a pelican of the wilderness; | have become like
an owl of the waste places. 102:7 1 lie awake, | have become like a lonely bird on a housetop. 102:8 My en-
emies have reproached me all day long; Those who deride me have used my name as a curse. (NASB) The
psalmist speaks of his situation relating this to his sustenance, which is directly related to the provision of
the Lord for our daily bread (Tehillim / Psalms 102:9-11). Even though all of these things have happened,
the psalmist continues in his faith saying, 102:12 But You, O Lord, abide forever, And Your name to all gen-
erations. 102:13 You will arise and have compassion on Zion; For it is time to be gracious to her, For the
appointed time has come. 102:14 Surely Your servants find pleasure in her stones And feel pity for her dust.
102:15 So the nations will fear the name of the Lord And all the kings of the earth Your glory. 102:16 For
the Lord has built up Zion; He has appeared in His glory. 102:17 He has regarded the prayer of the destitute
And has not despised their prayer. 102:18 This will be written for the generation to come, That a people
yet to be created may praise the Lord. (NASB) What an amazing hope that we have in the Lord God of
Israel. The psalmist continues saying, 102:19 For He looked down from His holy height; From heaven the
Lord gazed upon the earth, 102:20 To hear the groaning of the prisoner, To set free those who were doomed
to death, 102:21 That men may tell of the name of the Lord in Zion And His praise in Jerusalem, 102:22
When the peoples are gathered together, And the kingdoms, to serve the Lord. 102:23 He has weakened my
strength in the way; He has shortened my days. (NASB) The psalmist concludes saying 102:24 | say, ‘O my
God, do not take me away in the midst of my days, Your years are throughout all generations. 102:25 “Of
old You founded the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 102:26 ‘Even they will perish, but
You endure; And all of them will wear out like a garment; Like clothing You will change them and they will
be changed. 102:27 ‘But You are the same, And Your years will not come to an end. 102:28 “The children of
Your servants will continue, And their descendants will be established before You.” (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 102

102:1 Hear my prayer, O Lord!
And let my cry for help come to
You. 102:2 Do not hide Your face
from me in the day of my dis-
tress; Incline Your ear to me; In
the day when I call answer me
quickly. 102:3 For my days have
been consumed in smoke, And
my bones have been scorched
like a hearth. 102:4 My heart has
been smitten like grass and has
withered away, Indeed, I forget to
eat my bread. 102:5 Because of
the loudness of my groaning My
bones cling to my flesh. 102:6 1
resemble a pelican of the wilder-
ness; I have become like an owl
of the waste places. 102:7 I lie
awake, I have become like a lone-
ly bird on a housetop. 102:8 My
enemies have reproached me all
day long; Those who deride me
have used my name as a curse.
102:9 For I have eaten ashes like
bread And mingled my drink with
weeping 102:10 Because of Your
indignation and Your wrath, For
You have lifted me up and cast me
away. 102:11 My days are like a
lengthened shadow, And I wither
away like grass. 102:12 But You,
O Lord, abide forever, And Your
name to all generations. 102:13
You will arise and have compas-
sion on Zion; For it is time to be
gracious to her, For the appointed
time has come. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 102

102:1 The prayer for the poor man,
for he is weary, and will speak his
prayer in the presence of the Lord.
102:2 O Lord, accept my prayer,
and let my entreaty come before
you. 102:3 Do not remove your
presence from me in the day of
my distress; incline your ear unto
me; in the day that I call, hasten,
answer me. 102:4 For my days
are consumed like smoke; and my
limbs burn like an oven. 102:5 My
heart is smitten like grass and will
dry up; for I have forgotten the To-
rah of my instruction. 102:6. Be-
cause of the sound of my groaning,
my bones have clung to my flesh.
102:7 I have become like a marsh-
bird in the wilderness; I have be-
come like an owl in the parched
land. 102:8 I stay awake all night,
and I have become like a bird that
flutters and wanders by itself on
the roof. 102:9 All the day my en-
emies will jeer at me; those who
mock me have sworn by my word
in vain. 102:10 For I have supped
on ashes like food, and prepared
my drink in weeping. 102:11 Be-
cause of your anger and rage, for
you have lifted me up and cast me
down. 102:12 My days are like a
shadow that lengthens; and I will
wither like grass. 102:13 But you,
O Lord, your dwelling place is
eternal, in heaven you will dwell,
and your memorial is to every
generation.(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 102

A Prayer for the Poor; when he
is deeply afflicted, and pours out
his supplication before the Lord.
102:1 Hear my prayer, O Lord,
and let my cry come to thee. 102:2
Turn not away thy face from me: in
the day when I am afflicted, incline
thine ear to me: in the day when I
shall call upon thee, speedily hear
me. 102:3 For my days have van-
ished like smoke, and my bones
have been parched like a stick.
102:4 T am blighted like grass, and
my heart is dried up; for [ have for-
gotten to eat my bread. 102:5 By
reason of the voice of my groan-
ing, my bone has cleaved to my
flesh. 102:6 I have become like a
pelican of the wilderness; 102:7 1
have become like an owl in a ru-
ined house. I have watched, and
am become as a sparrow dwell-
ing alone on a roof. 102:8 All the
day long mine enemies have re-
proached me; and they that praised
me have sworn against me. 102:9
For I have eaten ashes as it were
bread, and mingled my drink with
weeping; 102:10 because of thine
anger and thy wrath: for thou hast
lifted me up, and dashed me down.
102:11 My days have declined
like a shadow; and I am withered
like grass. 102:12 But thou, Lord,
endurest for ever, and thy memo-
rial to generation and generation.
102:13 Thou shalt arise, and have
mercy upon Sion: for it is time to
have mercy upon her, for the set
time is come.(LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 102

102:14 Surely Your servants find
pleasure in her stones And feel pity
for her dust. 102:15 So the nations
will fear the name of the Lord And
all the kings of the earth Your glo-
ry. 102:16 For the Lord has built
up Zion; He has appeared in His
glory. 102:17 He has regarded the
prayer of the destitute And has
not despised their prayer. 102:18
This will be written for the gener-
ation to come, That a people yet
to be created may praise the Lord.
102:19 For He looked down from
His holy height; From heaven the
Lord gazed upon the earth, 102:20
To hear the groaning of the pris-
oner, To set free those who were
doomed to death, 102:21 That men
may tell of the name of the Lord in
Zion And His praise in Jerusalem,
102:22 When the peoples are gath-
ered together, And the kingdoms,
to serve the Lord. 102:23 He has
weakened my strength in the way;
He has shortened my days. 102:24
I say, ‘O my God, do not take me
away in the midst of my days, Your
years are throughout all genera-
tions. 102:25 ‘Of old You found-
ed the earth, And the heavens are
the work of Your hands. 102:26
‘Even they will perish, but You
endure; And all of them will wear
out like a garment; Like clothing
You will change them and they will
be changed. 102:27 ‘But You are
the same, And Your years will not
come to an end. 102:28 ‘The chil-
dren of Your servants will contin-
ue, And their descendants will be
established before You.” (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 102

102:14 You will arise, you will pity
Zion, for it is time to have compas-
sion on her, for the season has come.
102:15 For your servants have desired
her stones, and they will have mercy on
her dust. 102:16 And the peoples will
fear the name of the Lord, and all the
kings of the earth your glory. 102:17
For the city of Zion was built by the
command of the Lord, he was revealed
in glory. 102:18 He turned to the prayer
of those who were made desolate, and
did not despise their prayer. 102:19 Let
this prayer be written for a later gener-
ation, and the people yet to be created
will praise Yah. 102:20 For he watched
from the high heavens of his holiness;
the Lord looked from heaven to earth.
102:21 To hear the cry of the prison-
ers; to set loose the children of those
handed over to death. 102:22 To tell
in Zion the name of the Lord, and his
praise in Jerusalem. 102:23 When peo-
ples are gathered together, and king-
doms to worship in the presence of the
Lord. 102:24 My strength is harmed
by the weariness of the path of exile;
my days are shortened. 102:25. T will
say in the presence of my God, “Do
not remove me from the world at the
halfway point of my days; bring me to
the world to come, because your years
are throughout generations of genera-
tions.” 102:26 In the beginning when
all creatures were created, you found-
ed the earth, and the heavens are the
works of your hand. 102:27 They will
perish but you will endure; and all of
them like a garment will wear out; like
a mantle you will change them and they
will pass away. 102:28 And you are he
who created them; and your years do
not come to an end. 102:29 The sons
of your servants will abide in the land;
and their offspring will be established
in your presence. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 102

102:14 For thy servants have tak-
en pleasure in her stones, and they
shall pity her dust. 102:15 So the
nations shall fear thy name, O Lord,
and all kings thy glory. 102:16 For
the Lord shall build up Sion, and
shall appear in his glory. 102:17 He
has had regard to the prayer of the
lowly, and has not despised their
petition. 102:18 Let this be writ-
ten for another generation; and the
people that shall be created shall
praise the Lord. 102:19 For he has
looked out from the height of his
sanctuary; the Lord looked upon
the earth from heaven; 102:20 to
hear the groaning of the fettered
ones, to loosen the sons of the
slain; 102:21 to proclaim the name
of the Lord in Sion, and his praise
in Jerusalem; 102:22 when the
people are gathered together, and
the kings, to serve the Lord. 102:23
He answered him in the way of his
strength: tell me the fewness of my
days. 102:24 Take me not away in
the midst of my days: thy years are
through all generations. 102:25 In
the beginning thou, O Lord, didst
lay the foundation of the earth; and
the heavens are the works of thine
hands. 102:26 They shall perish,
but thou remainest: and they all
shall wax old as a garment; and as
a vesture shalt thou fold them, and
they shall be changed. 102:27 But
thou art the same, and thy years
shall not fail. 102:28 The children
of thy servants shall dwell secure-
ly, and their seed shall prosper for
ever.(LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 102:1-28, the Psalm opens saying, q0¥>-°2 °1¥7 7790 X
:RI2N PR NV NTON YW A3 2 :mw T9Yh 017 01991 102:1 Hear my prayer, O Lord! And let my
cry for help come to You. 102:2 Do not hide Your face from me in the day of my distress; Incline Your ear
to me; In the day when | call answer me quickly. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, X307 2V XM7Y X

220N TATRPY SN19301 MDY Pap M 2 IPNIRY Y 1T 2T Mnenwn 2R 102:1 The prayer for the
poor man, for he is weary, and will speak his prayer in the presence of the Lord. 102:2 O Lord, accept my
prayer, and let my entreaty come before you. (EMC) The rabbis say the psalmist calls for help in the context
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of a poor (X1°207) man, what is the significance of that? The emphasis that appears to be applied to prayer
is to the poor who seek the help of the God of Israel. What is the sense of this word? Is it in the context of
one seeking wealth? The term poor in this context is in relation to being afflicted, crushed, forsaken, and
desolate as the psalmist continues saying the following:

Tehillim / Psalms 102:3-8

102:3 For my days have been consumed in smoke, And my bones have been scorched like a
hearth. 102:4 My heart has been smitten like grass and has withered away, Indeed, | forget
to eat my bread. 102:5 Because of the loudness of my groaning My bones cling to my flesh.
102:6 | resemble a pelican of the wilderness; | have become like an owl of the waste places.
102:7 1 lie awake, | have become like a lonely bird on a housetop. 102:8 My enemies have
reproached me all day long; Those who deride me have used my name as a curse. (NASB,
WY 00D T DY I KRN 0P TN NI 07 7% 0P w32 men-o%
ART NN 2ipR 1 oRN2 DOXR CANIY-"3 "27 WM QWY A M TRIND Cningy)
233-2Y 7792 7I9%9 IR ATRY 1 N1 0903 "N 1270 DR N T W7 0KY)

The language of the psalm provides for us the state of the psalmist, of his affliction and miserable condition
as being poor in the sense that better expresses the idea that the poor are afflicted in this way. Midrash Rab-
bah Vayikra Parashat 34, Part 6 states the following:

Midrash Rabbah Vayikra Parashat 34 Part 6

There are eight names for a poor person: ani, evyon, misken, rash, dal, each, mach, helech.
Ani [afflicted] means literally “poor”. Evyon [one who longs] because he longs (mita’ev)
for everything. Misken [despised] because he is despised by all as it says “The poor man’s
(misken) wisdom is despised.” (Eccl 9:16). Rash [impoverished] because he is dispossessed
(mitroshesh) of property. Dal [detached] because he is detached (meduldal) from property.
Dach [oppressed] because he is crushed (meduchdach); he sees a thing but cannot eat it, he
sees a thing and cannot taste it, and cannot drink it. Mach [trampled upon] because he is
lowly before everyone, like a kind of lowest threshold. Helech [vagrant] or Chelech [weak].

Therefore Moses warns Israel: ““if your brother becomes poor...” :11nd X7 5292 01710 °29
NR2 OR 27987 WY 3T DMWY T DR O3 00 AR VI 2P 2302 700 7210 a2 (T o)
X°°17 9272 273N °27 71977 T .170W 301 P2pNw 072 1037991 12 MIATY IR R 70an0 Ay
12 DAX L,2°NW 2 DAY a0 PR 1A W2 DWW DR XIOD 12 DOPIY MRY IYwR ,aww
J9RDI9R 107 1w 070 ,0207°WYY 091V 7R WY T DRI T DR O3 DWW DY .02Ivh DR
STIR TR 997 DHRAWSD T wn 79009

The midrash states that the poor longs for everything because he is despised by all, even his wisdom is
despised. Why is the wisdom of the poor man despised? Luke 6:20 simply has “blessed are the poor”
whereas Matthew adds ““in spirit” adding a different context to the meaning. Matthew 5:3 writes ““Blessed
are the poor in spirit” where the word poaxopiot, here rendered blessed, may also mean ““happy,” and so
Yeshua seems to imply the future disposition of the poor of being hopeful and expectant of greater things by
faith in the Lord God of Israel. The key point is to continue to live by faith in the midst of having the desire
for all things which is the context of the midrash. The Midrash has the poor man as being dispossessed from
a place to dwell (land), his being crushed as like one who sees but cannot eat or drink, being trampled upon
as a person considered of lower stature due to his position. This is why Moshe wrote in the Torah, Vayikra /
Leviticus 25:23 ““’If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and are unable to support themselves among
you, help them as you would a foreigner and stranger, so they can continue to live among you.” (NIV) This
is also why the Midrash continues saying the following:
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Midrash Rabbah Vayikra Parashat 34 Part 7
7.R. Ze’ira said: Even the ordinary conversation of the people of the Land of Israel is Torah.
How is this? A man would say to his neighbor: ”Give me charity” [z’kaai bi or izdakai bi

{the Hebrew >37 is a corruption}, as if to say]: benefit yourself through me. R. Haggai says:
[A man would say] “Look [sakai] at me;look [istakai] at me” [intimating] look at me - what
I was, and look at me - what | am [now]. For R. Haggai said in the name of R. Yohanan: It
is written, ““And those riches perish by evil ways [inyan]” (Ecclesiastes 5:13) - that he [the
one being asked] answered the poor man in an evil way [inyan], saying to him: “You do not
go to work and [therefore have no food to] eat? See what forelegs! See what legs! See that
stomach! See that flesh!”” The Holy One, blessed be He [then] says to him: “Not only have
you not given him anything that belongs to you, but what you did give him you gave with
an evil eye. Consequently, “If he gives birth to a son, there is nothing in his hand”” (ibid.) of
everything he [once] possessed [to bequeath].

The point is that if the poor are found to live amongst us, we are to help, to give charity. This is why the
rabbis say “Even the ordinary conversation of the people of the Land of Israel is Torah,” indicating that
God’s people are to be known by their charity towards others. The Midrash speaks of the poor man saying to
his brother to look at him, what he was as compared to what he is now. His brother considers the reason for
his being poor is his not going to work, and thinks evil thoughts, but does not necessarily know the circum-
stances of his position. The one who seeks the Lord with pure intentions and an innocent heart, it is to him
the Lord will hear and answer his prayer for help. This reminds us of a situation in the Apostolic Writings,
of a poor man who was lame from birth, not having the ability to work, the Apostles Peter and John meet on
the way to the Temple in Jerusalem.

Acts 3:1-9

3:1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the hour of prayer.
3:2 And a man who had been lame from his mother’s womb was being carried along, whom
they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, in order
to beg alms of those who were entering the temple. 3:3 When he saw Peter and John about to
go into the temple, he began asking to receive alms. 3:4 But Peter, along with John, fixed his
gaze on him and said, ‘Look at us!” 3:5 And he began to give them his attention, expecting to
receive something from them. 3:6 But Peter said, ‘I do not possess silver and gold, but what |
do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene walk!” 3:7 And seizing him by
the right hand, he raised him up; and immediately his feet and his ankles were strengthened.
3:8 With a leap he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the temple with them,
walking and leaping and praising God. 3:9 And all the people saw him walking and praising
God; (NASB)

Note the commentary of the Midrash from Vayikra, on the people of the land always speaking of the Torah
in the context of the poor. What is the purpose of the continual speaking of the Torah? This is meant for the
purpose of not only being reminded of our duty before God as His children, but also to speak of the mercy,
grace, and love of God to His people. It is within this context the Apostles Peter and John meet with and
speak to the lame man at the gate to the Temple in Jerusalem. This man never had a chance, because from
birth he was lame. However, the mercy of the God of Israel was demonstrated in the Name of Yeshua the
Messiah. The Lord heard his prayer, he met with Peter and John and by their faith stated because of Yeshua
the Messiah, in his Name, raise up and walk, and the lame man walked for the glory of God.

The psalmist speaks of his situation relating this to his sustenance, which is directly related to the provi-
sion of the Lord for our daily bread (Tehillim / Psalms 102:9-11). The psalms states the following:
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Masoretic Text
Tehillim / Psalms 109:9-11
102:9 For | have eaten ashes like bread And mingled my drink with weeping 102:10 Because
of Your indignation and Your wrath, For You have lifted me up and cast me away. 102:11 My

days are like a lengthened shadow, And | wither away like grass. (NASB, 339717 01°3-72 ©
"D TRYR) RYI-I K0 ONIQR D32 VIRW NN DD 9K D WAWL 2 29N "N
P12°7WM *IDNY))

Targum Psalms

Toviah / Psalms 102:9-11
102:9 All the day my enemies will jeer at me; those who mock me have sworn by my word in
vain. 102:10 For I have supped on ashes like food, and prepared my drink in weeping. 102:11

Because of your anger and rage, for you have lifted me up and cast me down. (EMC, 75 v
SNPPWY NYTV0 RN T RIOR DR 0 173 1P 912 22v9Nn 9227 9982 %) N0 RAY
INPY0Y 2IN20I AR TOXOPY TN QTP I R NI XMD22)

Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 102:9-11

102:9 For | have eaten ashes as it were bread, and mingled my drink with weeping; 102:10
because of thine anger and thy wrath: for thou hast lifted me up, and dashed me down.
102:11 My days have declined like a shadow; and I am withered like grass. (LXX, 102:9 6t
o10d0V MOEL ApTov EQayov Kol TO O Lov petd kKhowduod ékipvov 102:10 drd tpocmmov
TG 0pYTic o0V Kol Tod Bupod cov Ot Emdpac Katéppa&ic e 102:11 ai Muépat Lov OGEL GKLAL
gkMinoav kai £y moel xoptog EEnpavonvy)

The psalm speaks of eating ashes as if it were bread and preparing drink in weeping. This reminds us of
Bereshit / Genesis 3:14 The Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, Cursed are you more
than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you will go, And dust you will eat All the
days of your life; (NASB) and Isaiah 65:25 “The wolf and the lamb will graze together, and the lion will eat
straw like the ox; and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will do no evil or harm in all My holy mountain,’
says the Lord. (NASB) According to the Scriptures, the ashes or dust are connected to sin, and the psalmists
writing of eating ashes and preparing drink in weeping may be the result of his past sins. Note how these are
things the Lord God of Israel does for the purpose of drawing His people to repentance and to turn from their
sins. This is similar to what is written in Lamentations regarding the work of the wrath of God due to sin.

Lamentations 2:22-3:17

2:22 You called as in the day of an appointed feast My terrors on every side; And there was
no one who escaped or survived In the day of the Lord’s anger. Those whom | bore and
reared, My enemy annihilated them. 3:1 | am the man who has seen affliction Because of the
rod of His wrath. 3:2 He has driven me and made me walk In darkness and not in light. 3:3
Surely against me He has turned His hand Repeatedly all the day. 3:4 He has caused my flesh
and my skin to waste away, He has broken my bones. 3:5 He has besieged and encompassed
me with bitterness and hardship. 3:6 In dark places He has made me dwell, Like those who
have long been dead. 3:7 He has walled me in so that | cannot go out; He has made my
chain heavy. 3:8 Even when | cry out and call for help, He shuts out my prayer. 3:9 He has
blocked my ways with hewn stone; He has made my paths crooked. 3:10 He is to me like a
bear lying in wait, Like a lion in secret places. 3:11 He has turned aside my ways and torn
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me to pieces; He has made me desolate. 3:12 He bent His bow And set me as a target for the
arrow. 3:13 He made the arrows of His quiver To enter into my inward parts. 3:14 | have
become a laughingstock to all my people, Their mocking song all the day. 3:15 He has filled
me with bitterness, He has made me drunk with wormwood. 3:16 He has broken my teeth
with gravel; He has made me cower in the dust. 3:17 My soul has been rejected from peace;
| have forgotten happiness. (NASB)

The author of Lamentations speaks of the day of the Lord’s anger where the appointed feast times become
times of terror on every side rather than the joy of the Lord. The one who sins and does not repent, will
see affliction because of the Lord’s wrath, and lamentations describes the type of life that will pursue those
who pursue sin. The psalmist speaks figuratively in the sense that he has prepared his bread from the dust,
similar to the account of the serpent that his meat will be the dust of the earth. This is paralleled to the Lord
bringing one low, humbling a person for the purpose of drawing them back to Himself, and to repentance,
and turning from his or her sins. The psalmist recognizes this and says that even though all of these things
have happened, he continues in his faith saying, 2@n 07397 71 7AR) 3 WK WY "IR) 03 K830 2
A9Y-NYY PIIN-NY PI2Y D10 TP R D ANGY DY 03 1N OO 2PN AR T 1T 77 779N
SOR MR TR AN IR AT 72400 T I TIR0-NR PIORT 2271-92) 1 oW-nN 201 IR T
:ON790-NY 712-X2) WIYS N9on 102:12 But You, O Lord, abide forever, And Your name to all generations.
102:13 You will arise and have compassion on Zion; For it is time to be gracious to her, For the appointed
time has come. 102:14 Surely Your servants find pleasure in her stones And feel pity for her dust. 102:15 So
the nations will fear the name of the Lord And all the kings of the earth Your glory. 102:16 For the Lord has
built up Zion; He has appeared in His glory. 102:17 He has regarded the prayer of the destitute And has not
despised their prayer. 102:18 This will be written for the generation to come, That a people yet to be created
may praise the Lord. (NASB) What an amazing hope that we have in the Lord God of Isracl. He will one
day return to give mercy to the holy place and to His people. The Targum translation states the following:

Toviah / Psalms 102:12-18

102:12 My days are like a shadow that lengthens; and I will wither like grass. 102:13 But
you, O Lord, your dwelling place is eternal, in heaven you will dwell, and your memorial is to
every generation. 102:14 You will arise, you will pity Zion, for it is time to have compassion
on her, for the season has come. 102:15 For your servants have desired her stones, and they
will have mercy on her dust. 102:16 And the peoples will fear the name of the Lord, and all
the kings of the earth your glory. 102:17 For the city of Zion was built by the command of the
Lord, he was revealed in glory. 102:18 He turned to the prayer of those who were made des-

olate, and did not despise their prayer. (EMC, :Ww2 X X20¥ T°77 RIX) 7%°7 X910 777 o0 2
21X 11°X QNN 2PN DR T DT 72 TIN0TY 290002 2NN RONW 2YY TT M DR X
N0 ROV N2 RAPI1AR RIIAR N° 772V W7 01X 0 IRIAT ROR DR 792V 00 1770
X292 120K O1IR 10 177 N0 RYIRT R0297 901 TI0T RAW N ROANY ROV NPT 10
PNIPY N0 02 RYY IRMTOXNT 7PNIPE MY OIONR 170 IRIPO2 OLANR 1UXT ’NP MT)

Both the MT and the Targum state in Tehillim / Psalms 102:15 that the servants of the Lord will desire her
stones (referencing Jerusalem and the holy place). What is it about the stones that is so significant that it is
to be desired? Notice how Tehillim / Psalms 102:16 connects this love of the stones to the fear of the name
of God and of His glory, and for the rebuilding of the city of Zion (102:17). Notice something here in the
Targum and the MT regarding what the author is saying about these stones. In Toviah / Psalms 102:12, the
author states that his days are like grass, quick to wither or perish, which illustrates the shortness of our days
as men, corruptible, and incapable of keeping ourselves from harms way, illustrating that it is the Lord who
is able to sustain each one of us. This is then brought into the context of the mercy of God for His people
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and to the stones that are to be most desired, of the holy place, and Jerusalem and Zion. Reading through the
Apostolic Writings, it seems as if Peter was writing based upon Tehillim / Psalms 102 saying the following:

1 Peter 1:24-2:10

1:24 For, “All flesh is like grass, And all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass with-
ers, And the flower falls off, 1:25 But the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the
word which was preached to you. 2:1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and
hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the
word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 2:3 if you have tasted the kindness
of the Lord. 2:4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but
is choice and precious in the sight of God, 2:5 you also, as living stones, are being built up
as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. 2:6 For this is contained in Scripture: ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a choice
stone, a precious corner stone And he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.” 2:7
This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, ‘The stone
which the builders rejected, This became the very corner stone, 2:8 and, ‘A stone of stum-
bling and a rock of offense’; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and
to this doom they were also appointed. 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies
of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 2:10 for you once were
not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy. (NASB)

Notice how Peter opens in this part of his letter with a description of the grass and the flower, and how they
will one day wither, illustrating the way of the body, as he describes as ““all flesh” referencing all of God’s
creation as well. He is taking a Torah perspective in order to lead into the context that the word of the Lord
endures forever (see Isaiah 40:6-9 which states 40:6 A voice says, ‘Call out.” Then he answered, ‘What shall
I call out?’ All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 40:7 The grass withers, the
flower fades, When the breath of the Lord blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 40:8 The grass with-
ers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever. 40:9 Get yourself up on a high mountain, O
Zion, bearer of good news, Lift up your voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; Lift it up, do not
fear. Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”) Peter speaks of the eternality of the Word of God, and
then describes His people as ““living stones” something that is desired of the Lord. Note the context of the
psalm, the stones of the holy place are to be most desired of the servants of the Lord. This is the context
of the holy temple, the house of the Lord as a place of prayer, the joy of his sacrifices (Shelamim Korban)
and festivals (moedim), and peace, the place of worship in Jerusalem draws in all of these concepts, and in
parallel fashion, Peter draws these things into the context of God’s children, being made into living stones,
which were rejected of men but are precious in God’s sight (2:4), where the Lord has prepared a spiritual
house, and a holy priesthood, and a place to offer spiritual sacrifices, etc. Are these things that Peter is
speaking of referencing the cessation of the Torah commands and of the holy place in Jerusalem? Certainly
NOT! The validity and eternality of the place in which God has made His Name known, Zion, is found in
the continuation of God’s redemptive and creative work in our lives, conforming us unto the likeness of His
son, Yeshua, who is the chief corner stone of Zion. We are representatives of the Lord God of Israel and of
His Messiah Yeshua, and we are called to emulate the way of God in our lives, as was demonstrated by His
Messiah Yeshua. (John 13:15)

The psalmist continues saying, {7 0377 PP RWI-" 2 :A-590° K121 oY) 110K 79772 NRT2nan ©°
™2 iN7a0 MM OV 1¥2 1907 20 AR %12 TN27 TOX NP YUY XD ad YIN-OX | Dnyn mim
SII-NN TAY? NIDYHNI T DONY Yapn2 A0 :0wN 102:19 For He looked down from His holy height;
From heaven the Lord gazed upon the earth, 102:20 To hear the groaning of the prisoner, To set free those
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who were doomed to death, 102:21 That men may tell of the name of the Lord in Zion And His praise in
Jerusalem, 102:22 When the peoples are gathered together, And the kingdoms, to serve the Lord. 102:23
He has weakened my strength in the way; He has shortened my days. (NASB) Notice how the Lord God
of Israel who is full of mercy and grace, looks down from heaven and sets free those who are in prison and
doomed to death for the purpose of making know the glory of God in His ability to deliver His people. The
Aramaic Targum states these things in the following way:

Targum Translation

Toviah / Psalms 102:12-18

102:20 For he watched from the high heavens of his holiness; the Lord looked from heaven to
earth. 102:21 To hear the cry of the prisoners; to set loose the children of those handed over
to death. 102:22 To tell in Zion the name of the Lord, and his praise in Jerusalem. 102:23
When peoples are gathered together, and kingdoms to worship in the presence of the Lord.
102:24 My strength is harmed by the weariness of the path of exile; my days are shortened.
(EMC)

RMIPOIR Vawn? X2 :22N0R RVIRD ROAW 172 M0 OWTIPT X910 WA PPTIR 21RO
:0PWIT2 TONAWINT TITPT RAW 19X OYNWIAY 2D IRMINMY PPP0NT RO12 IWnY XOORT
TRT A0 72 PANDR T2 SN QTP 07917 RNNIM RIMD 1RAY PRY MWIANORD 2D

21 PIXPNOR Y9I RN9A

The Targum describes the Lord God of Israel who watches from heaven and hears the cry of the prisoners
and sets loose the children of those who were handed over to death, suggesting a possible late interpretation
based upon the Babylonian captivity or as a psalm of David in reference to the surrounding peoples who are
continually attacking Israel. This provides a sense of future redemption and salvation, but lacks the present
day expectation of deliverance, whereas the MT states, 71010 °12 TA2Y POX NRIN YWY “To hear the
groaning of the prisoner, To set free those who were doomed to death,” expressing the present day expec-
tation of God’s deliverance. The thing about the Babylonian captivity, the people had been warned by the
prophets for years and years, but failed to listen and obey God’s Word. They chose to walk in the way of
their own opinions and sins rather than grasping and taking hold of the covenant of God and walking in His
ways, and to seek the forgiveness and mercy of God. The MT expresses the mercy of God that is available
both today and tomorrow. The psalm provides for us a future expectation of the Lord looking down from
heaven and being concerned to help His people. This is similar to what the Jewish commentary Malbim
states on Tehillim / Psalms 102:22.

Malbim on Tehillim / Psalms 102:22

That men may declare — That is to say, to develop all mortal men that they declare after-
wards the name of the Lord and His praise in Jerusalem in the future, when all nations and
kingdoms gather together to serve the Lord. The phrase ‘the name of the Lord’ indicates the
spread of His name as creator of the world, renewer and controller. This will be declared in
Zion because the wise men and the priests reside there, who know the name of the Lord. “His
praise’ refers to His ways and guidance which are merciful and filled with grace. This will be
known even to the masses who reside in Jerusalem, through the whole city.

Note how the rabbinic commentary recognizes the mercy and grace of God in relation to the praises of His
people who have been set free, unburdened by the enslavement due to sin, which is coupled with the future
expectation of peoples from all nations worshiping and serving the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in
Jerusalem. Note how this is a reference to a powerful move of God in the lives of both His people and in the
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hearts of peoples from other nations. The purpose is so the glory of His name will be declared throughout all
of the world. The most awesome thing about these Scriptures is that the mercy of God is for all peoples, for
the purpose of drawing them unto the Lord, and to set free all men from the bondage of sin who are willing
to join themselves with the Lord God of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua.

The psalmist concludes saying 102:24 | say, ‘O my God, do not take me away in the midst of my days,
Your years are throughout all generations. 102:25 ‘Of old You founded the earth, And the heavens are the
work of Your hands. 102:26 ‘Even they will perish, but You endure; And all of them will wear out like a
garment; Like clothing You will change them and they will be changed. 102:27 “But You are the same, And
Your years will not come to an end. 102:28 “The children of Your servants will continue, And their descen-
dants will be established before You.” (NASB) The psalmist concludes seeking the Lord to not take his life,
but to have mercy and to extend his life. He recognizes and acknowledges the power of God in His ability
as Creator and sustainer of all life, and how the earth itself is perishable and wearing out, whereas the Lord
God of Israel is eternal, and how the Lord sustains His people from generation to generation. The Aramaic

Targum states, 72 >7 2107 *NRT RNV 2107 NR A1 MAYD2 P77 XYY 172 10900 RY 9778 279 R 1D
N7V NPT T ROAY TOTR TT0 0TI RNTOY RVIR RN 9D NANKRT RVW 2 1D ITNIW X7
K2 NIV PNIN0I2 0T RIT AR 1D 11990NM N°D°0AN DP0XOR T 10920 RWI2L 70T 11919 23PN XY

NIPN TR PNINOYIN RYIR POW° TV 212 VI NONwen 102:25. 1 will say in the presence of my God,
“Do not remove me from the world at the halfway point of my days; bring me to the world to come, because
your years are throughout generations of generations.” 102:26 In the beginning when all creatures were
created, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the works of your hand. 102:27 They will perish but you
will endure; and all of them like a garment will wear out; like a mantle you will change them and they will
pass away. 102:28 And you are he who created them; and your years do not come to an end. 102:29 The
sons of your servants will abide in the land; and their offspring will be established in your presence. (EMC)

Note the Targum translates ““the sons of your servants will abide in the land” (X¥IX 777> 772¥ °12) The

key word being Yeshron (117%°) meaning ““to be loosened, untied Com. --(a) to be liberated Syr. (a.1) to be
dismissed Syr. (a.2) to be judged innocent, forgiven of a crime Syr. (a.3) to be released from a spell Gal. --(b)
to be dismantled Syr.”” The Aramaic translation suggests that the ability of the sons of the servants of God
to remain in the land is due to the parent being forgiven and judged innocent for a crime against God. An

important point is that the verse refers to 772V °12 the children of your servants, suggesting that we are to be
servants of the Most High God, and to seek Him daily, to live according to His will, and it will go well with
us. Note Solomon’s words in Mishley / Proverbs 16:2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, But
the LORD weighs the motives. (NASB) This suggests that the Lord is looking at each of our motivation for
what we do, and teaches us (among other Scripture) that we are not sufficient of ourselves to think or speak
any thing wise and good. We need the help of the Lord God of Israel. There is a significant aspect of having
the correct motivation of heart, something all of Scriptures directs us towards, which is to have a desire to
draw near to the Lord each day. We must seek the Lord God in heaven for this kind of motivation, because
it is pleasing in His sight. This is what it means to be poor in spirit, and living stones! Let’s Pray!

Rabbinic Commentary
The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 102 has 3 parts. Reading through the Mid-

rash we will be looking at Part 1, 2, and 3. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 102, Parts 1,
2, and 3.
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Part 1

Part 2

Part 3
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Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 102, Part 1, 2, and 3

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n77 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “A prayer of
the afflicted, when he faints and pours out his complaint before the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 102:1).”
The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Elsewhere, this is what
Scripture says, The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord; but the prayer of the up-
right is His delight (Mishley / Proverbs 15:8).”

The Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN1°ND (Petihta), the rabbis say that the
Lord does not seek a sacrifice from the wicked. What is it the rabbis say the Lord does seek from
the wicked?.

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?Wn (mashal), the rabbis say
what the Lord looks for is the prayer of the righteous. If a wicked man is wicked, is it possible for
there to be a prayer of the righteous?

The Concluding phrase says, “That is, The prayer of a man who is poor because he delays (Tehillim
/ Psalms 102:1) refers to Jacob’s delay in prayer, as a result of which Laban got those of the flocks
which might have been Jacob’s. The delaying in the verse form Genesis thus means delaying in
prayer, as also in the verse of the Psalm A man who delays the Tefillah is poor.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n177 112°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, ““In a different
exposition, the verse is read A prayer for the afflicted, when he faints.”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Jose
differed. One said, At what point in his prayers may a man pray for his own needs?”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis state that a
man may first pray for his needs, then follow with the Amidah. What is the purpose of the amidah?

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 9w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal declaring there are two parts to prayer.

The Concluding phrase says, “Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah (Devarim / Deuteronomy 33:7). For
my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as a hearth (Tehillim / Psalms 102:4);
that is, my bones are like a spark thrown out by the fire.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°101:7 91277 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “He will regard
the prayer of the destitute man, and not despite their prayer (Tehillim / Psalms 102:18).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Samuel son of Hah-
mani said in the name of Rabbi Judah, Should not Scripture have said, He will regard the prayer of
the destitute man, and not despise his prayer, or He will regard the prayer of the destitute men, and
not despise their prayer?”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the RN1°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss whose
prayer does the Lord despise?

The 5Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?W (mashal), the rabbis speak
in terms of the Lord hearing the prayer of the destitute. Why would the Lord hear the prayer of the
destitute? Because the prayer from such a person is motivated by innocence?

The Concluding phrase says, “And what are they to do then? They are required to take into their
hands their citrons and their palm branches, the willows of the brook and the myrtles, and praise
You. Hence, And a people that will be created will praise the Lord.”
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Midrash Tehillim 102, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°1inia7 212°7) saying, ““A prayer of the
afflicted, when he faints and pours out his complaint before the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 102:1).”” The hom-
iletic introduction to the midrash states, “Elsewhere, this is what Scripture says, The sacrifice of the wicked
is an abomination to the Lord; but the prayer of the upright is His delight (Mishley / Proverbs 15:8).”” The
rabbis are contrasting the differences between the prayer of a righteous man and the sacrifice of the wicked.

The entire midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 102, Part 1

1. A prayer of the afflicted, when he faints and pours out his com-
plaint before the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 102:1). Elsewhere, this is
what Scripture says, The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to
the Lord; but the prayer of the upright is His delight (Mishley / Prov-
erbs 15:8). Of the wicked, the Holy One blessed be He, seeks neither
sacrifice nor burnt offering. What does God seek? The prayer of
the upright. Thus, also Scripture says, For You do not delight in
sacrifice, that | should give it; You do not delight in burnt offering
(Tehillim / Psalms 51:18). In a different exposition of A prayer of the
afflicted, when he faints, Rabbi Phinehas said in the name of Rabbi
Reuben, I cannot understand David’s intent; there are times when he
calls himself David, as in A prayer of David (Tehillim / Psalms 17:1,
86:1); but there are also times when he calls himself the afflicted,
as in A prayer of the afflicted. The explanation must be that when
David saw the upright man who would issue from him, men such as
Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Isaiah, he called himself David.
But when he saw the wicked men who would descend from him, men
such as Ahaz, Manasse, and Amon, he called himself the afflicted, as
in A prayer of the afflicted. Rabbi Samuel son of Nahmani said in the
name of Rabbi Jonathan, David composed the Psalm, A prayer of the
afflicted with reference to Manasseh, whose affliction was his pover-
ty in good deeds. But Rabbi Alexandri taught that David spoke these
words with reference to prayer, having in mind the man who is poor
because of the fact that he keeps delaying his prayer. To this sort of
man, Scripture alludes in the verse On account of the delaying, they
were Laban’s (Bereshit / Genesis 30:42). That is, The prayer of a
man who is poor because he delays (Tehillim / Psalms 102:1) refers
to Jacob’s delay in prayer, as a result of which Laban got those of
the flocks which might have been Jacob’s. The delaying in the verse
form Genesis thus means delaying in prayer, as also in the verse of
the Psalm A man who delays the Tefillah is poor.

Based upon the midrash, the rabbis say that the Lord does not seek a sacrifice from the wicked. What is
it the rabbis say the Lord does seek from the wicked? The rabbis say what the Lord looks for is the prayer
of the righteous. If a wicked man is wicked, is it possible for there to be a prayer of righteousness? King
Solomon said in Mishley / Proverbs 15:8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, but
the prayer of the upright is acceptable to him. (NASB) The sacrifice mentioned in Mishley / Proverb 21:27
(The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination, How much more when he brings it with evil intent! NASB) is
related to one’s intent, the Lord God hates the kind of sacrifice when the intent comes from a wicked and evil
heart. Ecclesiastes 5:1 states, “Guard your steps as you go to the house of God and draw near to listen rath-
er than to offer the sacrifice of fools; for they do not know they are doing evil.”” The issue is that the foolish
man offers gifts for his sins, and does not turn from his evil works. The point is that he does not know, or
is not able to distinguish between good and evil. This is like going to church and raising your hands during
the worship service, then going home and putting your mind, hands, and actions to the service of evil. Sol-
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omon said the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination. The Septuagint and Arabic versions (21:27) add
“with a mind alien from the law (Torah)” or *““unlawfully they bring them’” meaning when it is not brought
according to the Torah, it has become a corruption, for example, bringing those things which are torn, lame,
sick, or taking from robbery for the burnt offering unto the Lord. These things are performed with an evil
intention, to cheat at the way of God to cover sin, and to attempt to make atonement without repenting of it
or forsaking it. The purpose is so one may go on to sin with impunity, and to find justification to continue in
sin. This is the sin for which Balak and Bilam offered sacrifices, where their every religious action was not
done in faith, love, sincerity, and with a view to the glory of God, but in hypocrisy and with selfish views,
in an attempt to procure acceptance with God and justification in his sight; setting aside the righteousness
of sacrifice for His glory (purpose of obedience to the mitzvot) and performing the sacrifice from a wicked
mind which is for personal gain. This is an abomination to the Lord. Note how even though such persons
bring their sacrifice diligently and with great skill, so as to deceive men, the Lord God of Israel in heaven
is not deceived. This is synonymous to holiness being pretended when wickedness is intended, this is an
abomination. This is why the Midrash leads saying ““For You do not delight in sacrifice, that I should give
it; You do not delight in burnt offering (Tehillim / Psalms 51:18).”

The Midrash continues with a discussion on why David calls himself afflicted? The idea is the follow-
ing:

“when David saw the upright man who would issue from him, men such as Asa, Jehoshaphat,
Hezekiah, and Isaiah, he called himself David. But when he saw the wicked men who would
descend from him, men such as Ahaz, Manasse, and Amon, he called himself the afflicted, as
in A prayer of the afflicted. Rabbi Samuel son of Nahmani said in the name of Rabbi Jona-
than, David composed the Psalm, A prayer of the afflicted with reference to Manasseh, whose
affliction was his poverty in good deeds. But Rabbi Alexandri taught that David spoke these
words with reference to prayer, having in mind the man who is poor because of the fact that
he keeps delaying his prayer. To this sort of man, Scripture alludes in the verse On account
of the delaying, they were Laban’s (Bereshit / Genesis 30:42).”

The rabbis conclude that David realized there would be some righteous and some wicked men who would
descend from his offspring, and it was by reason of his unrighteous offspring that he called himself afflict-
ed. Another interpretation has a reference to Manasseh who was afflicted by reason of the poverty of good
deeds, meaning that Manasseh did not perform any good deeds. By this interpretation, the rabbis are saying
David has identified with all of the people (tribes) of Israel as being his children. The final interpretation is
that David calls himself afflicted because he delays his prayer, which is paralleled to the weak animals that
went to Laban, while Jacob took the strong animals. Is this delaying of the prayer being paralleled to de-
ception? Could this be paralleled to the sin of Balak and Bilam where their every religious action were not
done in faith, love, sincerity, and with a view to the glory of God in heaven, but in hypocrisy and with selfish
views, in order to procure acceptance with God and justification in his sight? Would a delaying in prayer
be synonymous to the setting aside of the righteousness of the sacrifice of our time (i.e. actually taking the
time to pray) to delay prayer? Is this what the rabbis are trying to suggest in their Midrash with regard to
being afflicted due to sin?

Midrash Tehillim 102 Part 1 concludes saying, “That is, The prayer of a man who is poor because he
delays (Tehillim / Psalms 102:1) refers to Jacob’s delay in prayer, as a result of which Laban got those of
the flocks which might have been Jacob’s. The delaying in the verse from Genesis thus means delaying in
prayer, as also in the verse of the Psalm A man who delays the Tefillah is poor.”” When the psalm states that
the man who delays in prayer is poor, this appears to be a reference to those who are poor in spirit. The lack
of spiritual insight (i.e. to pray immediately) is demonstrated in the rabbinic interpretations on David, saying
that such a person is poor in good deeds, he is afflicted due to his many sins, and thus he delays his prayer
due to the unrighteousness in his heart.

Midrash Tehillim 102, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10%77 712°7) saying, “In a different
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exposition, the verse is read A prayer for the afflicted, when he faints.”” The homiletic introduction to the
midrash states, ““Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Jose differed. One said, At what point in his prayers may a man

pray for his own needs?” :>M¥ M 717> QTPY “2NWH DR K107 ¥ RMPY X 102:1 The prayer
for the poor man, for he is weary, and will speak his prayer in the presence of the Lord. (EMC) and the
Septuagint states, 102:1 mpocevyn @ nTOY® dtov dknddon kai Evavtiov kKupiov ekyén tnv dénctv adtod
€160KOVGOV KOPLE THC TPOGEVYTC HOV KOl 1 Kpawyn Hov mpog o€ M0dtm A Prayer for the Poor; when he is
deeply afflicted, and pours out his supplication before the Lord. (LXX) In both cases, the prayer of the poor
is in relation to the one who feels he is being unfairly treated and will go before the Lord seeking the Lord to
meet his needs. The rabbis ask at what point during prayer may one ask for his own needs? Before asking

for the needs of others? The entire midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 102, Part 2

2. In a different exposition, the verse is read A prayer for the afflict-
ed, when he faints. Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Jose differed. One said, At
what point in his prayers may a man pray for his own needs? A man
may pray for his own needs at the beginning of his prayers, then goes
on to recite the Tefillah. Since it is said, A prayer for the afflicted,
is it not meant that a man may pray first for himself when he faints?
And afterwards he pours out his meditation before the Lord (Tehillim
/ Psalms 102:1). The other said, A man should recite the Tefillah at
the beginning of his prayers, and after that he may pray for his own
needs, for in another Psalm it is said first, | pour out my meditation
before Him (Tehillim / Psalms 142:3), and then follow the words, |
declare before Him my trouble. The term meditation clearly refers
to Tefillah, for it is said, And Isaac went out to meditate in the field
at eventide (Bereshit / Genesis 24:63). Rabb Zeiri said in the name
of Rabbbi Huna, All admit that a man should pray for his own needs
only in benediction which ends with the words Blessed are You who
hearkens unto prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer (Tehillim / Psalms
102:2). Do not put my petition away in a box, but let it go up and
bear fruit. In the words, And let my cry come unto you. Do not hide
your face from me in the day of my distress; incline Your ear unto me
(Tehillim / Psalms 102:2-3), incline Your ear unto me, according to
Rabbi Johanan, means that God’s listening to prayer was a gift made
to the entire tribe of Judah, for Moshe blessed Judah with Hear, Lord,
the voice of Judah (Devarim / Deuteronomy 33:7). But according to
Rabbi Hanina this gift was made only to the house of David. Rabbi
Judah son of Simon taught, A man says Incline Your ear unto me only
when other men are making accusations against him. Rabbi Levi
said, When Moshe had to leave the earth, he gave this farewell to
Judah, saying, And this is the blessing of Judah, Hear, Lord, the voice
of Judah (Devarim / Deuteronomy 33:7). For my days are consumed
like smoke, and my bones are burned as a hearth (Tehillim / Psalms
102:4); that is, my bones are like a spark thrown out by the fire.

In the PWn (mashal), the rabbis state that a man may first pray for his own needs, and then follow with
the Amidah. What is the purpose of the amidah? The Amidah is the core of every Jewish worship service,

and is also referred to as HaTefillah, or “The prayer.” The Amidah (77°2¥77) literally means, *““standing,”
and refers to a series of blessings recited while standing. The Amidah follows the imagery of “master and
servant,” where the Rabbis determined a worshiper should come before his or her master first with words
of praise, which are then followed by one’s petitions. Concluding prayers should include words of thanks.
As a result, the Amidah is divided into three central sections: praise, petitions, and thanks. The Midrash
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however states that a man is to state his needs at the beginning of his prayers, and then go on to recite the
Amidah. What we see here based upon the Midrash is that prayer was largely unstructured where the Rabbis
eventually codified the format and themes of prayer into the three sections of the Amidah. The Amidah is
not left to be a “strict™ liturgical prayer; the prayer is left to the creativity of individual and leaders to gener-
ate the specific wording of the blessings and needs. What we see in the Sidur is that individual communities
in different countries began to settle on a somewhat standard versions of the prayers over time. Today the
variations between the traditional texts of the Amidah in different communities are fairly minor. The first
three blessings of praise is always the same in every worship service, with only minor variations for week-
days, Shabbat, and holidays. The first blessing is called the Avot, referencing our *““ancestors (fathers),” and
serves as an introduction to the God of Israel connecting our faith to the faith of our fathers. Mentioning the
patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob brings praise to the God of Israel by remembering what He has done
and promised to His people, demonstrating both our faith and submission to the Lord God in heaven.
The Midrash goes on to say the following:

A man may pray for his own needs at the beginning of his prayers, then goes on to recite the
Tefillah. Since it is said, A prayer for the afflicted, is it not meant that a man may pray first
for himself when he faints? And afterwards he pours out his meditation before the Lord (Te-
hillim / Psalms 102:1). The other said, A man should recite the Tefillah at the beginning of
his prayers, and after that he may pray for his own needs, for in another Psalm it is said first,
| pour out my meditation before Him (Tehillim / Psalms 142:3), and then follow the words, |
declare before Him my trouble. The term meditation clearly refers to Tefillah, for it is said,
And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at eventide (Bereshit / Genesis 24:63). Rabb Zeiri
said in the name of Rabbbi Huna, All admit that a man should pray for his own needs only in
benediction which ends with the words Blessed are You who hearkens unto prayer. O Lord,
hear my prayer (Tehillim / Psalms 102:2). Do not put my petition away in a box, but let it go
up and bear fruit. In the words, And let my cry come unto you. Do not hide your face from
me in the day of my distress; incline Your ear unto me (Tehillim / Psalms 102:2-3), incline
Your ear unto me, according to Rabbi Johanan, means that God’s listening to prayer was a
gift made to the entire tribe of Judah, for Moshe blessed Judah with Hear, Lord, the voice of
Judah (Devarim / Deuteronomy 33:7). But according to Rabbi Hanina this gift was made
only to the house of David. Rabbi Judah son of Simon taught, A man says Incline Your ear
unto me only when other men are making accusations against him. (Midrash Tehillim 102,
Part 2)

The first interpretation is that a man pray for his own needs at the beginning of his prayers. The later inter-
pretation has a man praying at the benediction of his prayers for his own needs. What is the significance
of waiting until the end during benediction to seek our own needs in prayer? One possibility on the sig-
nificance of waiting until afterwards to make petition for our own needs is by reason that sin stops prayer
from being answered. The Lord God of Israel will not answer the prayer of a person if they are in a state of
perpetual, unrepentant sin (1 Peter 3:12). Tehillim / Psalm 66:18 states “If | had cherished sin in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.* If we live our lives in obedience to the Torah, He will hear our prayers
(John 15:7) and if we are unforgiving, He will refuse our petitions before His altar as Yeshua stated in Mat-
thew 18:35. Matthew 5:24 states when we fail to forgive others, this results in a failed request for God’s
help, as Yeshua interpreted saying, ““leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to
your brother; then come and offer your gift.”” Our relationships effect our prayers and receiving an answer
to prayer. This may be the reason why the rabbis conclude that ““all admit a man should pray for his needs
only in the benediction...”” since a man is to make right his relationship with God first in prayer and in action,
before he is to make petition for his own needs.

Midrash Tehillim 102, Part 2 concludes saying, ““Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah (Devarim / Deuterono-
my 33:7). For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as a hearth (Tehillim / Psalms
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102:4); that is, my bones are like a spark thrown out by the fire.”” Jeremiah 20:9 states “But if | say, ‘I will
not mention his word or speak anymore in his hame,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my
bones. | am weary of holding it in; indeed, | cannot.”” (NIV) The idea here may be that prayer and answered
prayer are dependent upon us in the sense that we are to daily seek the Lord God with a repentant heart and
lifestyle. Otherwise the word of God will burn inside of us and we will not have the kind of joy and peace
in Yeshua the Messiah that we should.

Midrash Tehillim 102, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°110%:7 12°7) saying, “He will regard
the prayer of the destitute man, and not despise their prayer (Tehillim / Psalms 102:18).” The homiletic
introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Samuel son of Hahmani said in the name of Rabbi Judah, Should
not Scripture have said, He will regard the prayer of the destitute man, and not despise his prayer, or He will
regard the prayer of the destitute men, and not despise their prayer?” The rabbis in the Midrash discuss

whose prayer does the Lord despise? The entire Midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 102, Part 3

3. He will regard the prayer of the destitute man, and not de-
spite their prayer (Tehillim / Psalms 102:18). Rabbi Samuel
son of Hahmani said in the name of Rabbi Judah, Should not
Scripture have said, He will regard the prayer of the destitute
man, and not despise his prayer, or He will regard the prayer
of the destitute men, and not despise their prayer? However,
the words He will regard the prayer of the destitute man refer
to Manasseh who was destitute in his lack of good deeds; and
the words And not despise their prayer refer to David and to
Hezekiah, for it is said, And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord (2
Kings 19:15). Rabbi Akha observed in the name of Rabbi Alex-
andri, Happy is the man who has a noble family tree to cling to.
In a different interpretation of He will regard the prayer of the
destitute, Rabbi Isaac said, David had in mind the generations
in exile that will have neither prophet, nor priest, nor teacher of
righteousness, nor Holy Temple to atone for them; that will have
left to them but one prayer which they will say on New Year’s
Day or on the Day of Atonement. Do not despise the one prayer
that they say, as is said, And not despise their prayer. This will
be written for the generation to come; and a people that will be
created will praise the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 102:19). And
a people will be created will praise the Lord, Is another peo-
ple still to be created? Rabbi Judah son of Simon explained,
The words refer to the generation of Mordecai who, as it were,
created anew. The Rabbis said, however, These words refer to
those generations that are guilty because of their wicked deeds,
but who come and repent and pray before You on New Year’s
Day, and on the Day of Atonement, and thereby scour off their
deeds, so that the Holy One blessed be He, creates them anew,
as it were. And what are they to do then? They are required to
take into their hands their citrons and their palm branches, the
willows of the brook and the myrtles, and praise You. Hence,
And a people that will be created will praise the Lord.

The rabbis speak in terms of the Lord hearing the prayer of the destitute. Why would the Lord hear the
prayer of the destitute? Because the prayer from such a person is motivated by innocence? The rabbis say
that this prayer of the destitute man ““refers to Manasseh who was destitute in good deeds.” The psalm
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states, :DNPDA-NR 12-X9) YT NPOR-Y8 739 n° 102:17 He has regarded the prayer of the destitute
And has not despised their prayer. (NASB) Why would the Lord regard the prayer of the man or tribe that
was destitute of good deeds? This seems to be the opposite of what we find elsewhere in Scripture. This
contrast of opposites may be designed to cause us to think about these things, that the Lord expects us to be
patient to wait upon His timing, which is the way of a righteous man, as opposed to the unrighteous who
wants answers now. Hebrews 10:36 states, ““For you have need of patience, that, after you have done the
will of God, you might receive the promise.” Notice how the author of Hebrews writes ““after doing the
will of God™ follows the ““Receiving of the promises.” Note how this is a very Torah centric teaching. The
prophet Habakkuk and David write the following:

Habakkuk 1:2
1:2 How long, O Lord, will I call for help, And You will not hear? I cry out to You, ‘Violence!”
Yet You do not save. (NASB)

Tehillim / Psalms 37

37:7 Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers
in his way, Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes. 37:8 Cease from anger and
forsake wrath; Do not fret; it leads only to evildoing. (NASB)

37:25 | have been young and now | am old, Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken Or
his descendants begging bread. 37:26 All day long he is gracious and lends, And his descen-
dants are a blessing. 37:27 Depart from evil and do good, So you will abide forever. (NASB)

37:34 Wait for the Lord and keep His way, And He will exalt you to inherit the land; When
the wicked are cut off, you will see it. (NASB)

The Scriptures speak of prayer and waiting upon the Lord when seeking the desires of the heart. The Scrip-
tures also speak of doing what is right, departing from evil, and trusting in the Lord God of Israel for his
graciousness and mercy. The reason the Lord God does not answer prayer immediately may be that we are
asking for the wrong reason, asking for something that is not God’s will for our lives, or asking for selfish
reason. This is why James wrote what he did in James 4:1-5.

James 4:1-5

4:1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures
that wage war in your members? 4:2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You
are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not
ask. 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may
spend it on your pleasures. 4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the
world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God. 4:5 Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: ‘He
jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us’? (NASB)

He speaks of quarrels and conflicts being sourced on the inside (lusts, murders, envious, covetousness,
wrong motives, etc) which result in asking the Lord for things with the wrong motivations because one
would spend the gift of God on sinful pleasures. Notice the connection to having friendship with the world
which stands against the Lord God in heaven, and to what we do in our lives, how we live. James says, 4:4
... Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. (NASB) The Lord
God is sovereign and He knows what is best, and holds our best interests in mind for our future (Jeremiah
29:11 “For | know the plans that I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans for welfare and not for calamity to
give you a future and a hope. 29:12 ‘“Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen

18 Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 102 | 2p 2°%1n0 790 —

to you. 29:13 “You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 29:14 ‘I will be
found by you,” declares the Lord, ‘and | will restore your fortunes and will gather you from all the nations
and from all the places where | have driven you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will bring you back to the place
from where | sent you into exile.” NASB). The Lord does have a plan for us and so we should be actively
seeking the work the Lord has planned for us. King Solomon wrote on what will happen to the one who
does not listen to the Lord according to Mishley / Proverbs 1:24-2:9.

Mishley / Proverbs 1:24-2:9

1:24 *Because | called and you refused, | stretched out my hand and no one paid attention;
1:25 And you neglected all my counsel And did not want my reproof; 1:26 | will also laugh at
your calamity; I will mock when your dread comes, 1:27 When your dread comes like a storm
And your calamity comes like a whirlwind, When distress and anguish come upon you. 1:28
‘Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently but they will
not find me, 1:29 Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the Lord. 1:30
‘They would not accept my counsel, They spurned all my reproof. 1:31 “So they shall eat of
the fruit of their own way And be satiated with their own devices. 1:32 ‘For the waywardness
of the naive will kill them, And the complacency of fools will destroy them. 1:33 “‘But he who
listens to me shall live securely And will be at ease from the dread of evil.” 2:1 My son, if you
will receive my words And treasure my commandments within you, 2:2 Make your ear atten-
tive to wisdom, Incline your heart to understanding; 2:3 For if you cry for discernment, Lift
your voice for understanding; 2:4 If you seek her as silver And search for her as for hidden
treasures; 2:5 Then you will discern the fear of the Lord And discover the knowledge of God.
2:6 For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding. 2:7
He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 2:8
Guarding the paths of justice, And He preserves the way of His godly ones. 2:9 Then you will
discern righteousness and justice And equity and every good course. (NASB)

King Solomon speaks to everyone who does not believe in Him and gives a warning to those who do not
listen to the word of the Lord. Calamity and distress will come and the Lord will not hear the prayer of the
person who disregards the word of the Lord because they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the
Lord. Solomon however speaks of such a person returning from their evil ways saying that the Lord God of
Israel is the giver of wisdom, knowledge, and understanding and is a shield to those who walk in integrity,
and to those who seek the Lord and His ways. This is why the Midrash continues in a different interpretation
saying the following.

In a different interpretation of He will regard the prayer of the destitute, Rabbi Isaac said,
David had in mind the generations in exile that will have neither prophet, nor priest, nor
teacher of righteousness, nor Holy Temple to atone for them; that will have left to them but
one prayer which they will say on New Year’s Day or on the Day of Atonement. Do not
despise the one prayer that they say, as is said, And not despise their prayer. This will be
written for the generation to come; and a people that will be created will praise the Lord (Te-
hillim / Psalms 102:19). And a people will be created will praise the Lord, Is another people
still to be created? Rabbi Judah son of Simon explained, The words refer to the generation
of Mordecai who, as it were, created anew. The Rabbis said, however, These words refer to
those generations that are guilty because of their wicked deeds, but who come and repent
and pray before You on New Year’s Day, and on the Day of Atonement, and thereby scour
off their deeds, so that the Holy One blessed be He, creates them anew, as it were. (Midrash
Tehillim 102, Part 3)

The midrash opened with the contrast of opposites and in the second half of the Midrash speaks of the prayer
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of the destitute the Lord hears, is a reference to the wicked, who repent of their evil deeds and pray before
the Lord seeking His forgiveness. This is consistent with what Peter wrote in 1 Peter 3:12 which plainly
says that God will hear a believer’s prayer but not those of the unsaved saying, “For the eyes of the Lord
are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who
do evil.” A life lived with a repentant attitude is what the Lord is looking for in His people and this is why
the Midrash Tehillim 102 Part 1 speaks of the Lord looking for the prayer of righteousness from the wicked.
The Lord God our Father in heaven and Yeshua His Messiah are looking for those who seek repentance and
to turn from evil.

Midrash Tehillim 102, Part 3 concludes saying, ““And what are they to do then? They are required to
take into their hands their citrons and their palm branches, the willows of the brook and the myrtles, and
praise You. Hence, And a people that will be created will praise the Lord.”” The Midrash concludes with
reference to the feast of tabernacles which draws to memory of the glory of God dwelling in our midst. Note
the last words speak of ““a people that will be created will praise the Lord.”” This is the whole point and pur-
pose of the Descriptions of the Lord God being involved in the cutting away of the dead parts of our hearts,
that the Lord is working in our lives to change us from the inside out. It is the Lord God who causes us to
have the desire to draw near, to walk in His ways, and to seek His holiness, righteousness, justice, and truth.
These are the things that are found within the details of the Salvation of God for His people as it is written
according to the Apostolic Writings (NT). The Lord is looking to produce an inward change, He is looking
for a people that seeks Him and seeks His will in their lives. In Parashat Vayelech, the circumcision of the
heart is brought into the context of the uncircumcised heart, and the salvation of God. The uncircumcised
heart is closed off to the Lord’s calling, has no desire to serve the Lord, and no interest in God’s Word. On
the other hand, the circumcised heart is found within the covenant relationship and the promises the Lord
had given us, that He will work in our lives to change us. As a holy people, as the children of God by faith
in the Messiah, these are the things we need to seek from our Father in heaven. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We thank You for revealing to us Your plan that You are seeking and saving us from ourselves. You
have provided such a wonderful salvation and most importantly, we praise You for working in our lives to
transform us into the likeness of Your Son Yeshua the Messiah. Please have mercy upon us for we are a
sinful people. We truly seek to serve You all the days of our lives. Lord help us to have the strength to stand
for truth and life, to have faith in Yeshua, a devotion to Your Word, and to love our neighbor each day. We
thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith,
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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