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1. For the leader; with sringed music. Maschil of David. QPR 7PIRT [T172 2°0wn] Maa nganh X

Give ear to my prayer, O God (Tehillim / Psalms 55:1-2). (P7g ‘737191) fakiate) -I’-/qn 2097 AKRY 1T 00990

These words are to be read in the light of what Scripture says | 5 5 5 5
elsewhere, He that walks uprightly walks securely (Mishley AN °IX1 R LT ,(ﬂ 12 5W73) [yor]

/ Proverbs 10:9). He that walks uprightly is David, of whom NMRa 219 02077 WY L(3 X1 D’bﬂﬂ) °2 nonn
it is said And as for me, You uphold me because of my up- 7772P7 PRW TT177 ,29I0°1K 77 ("> aw ’5([773)
righteness (Tehillim / Psalms 41:13). But he that perverts his (HDDD) 'RIW ,1PWYN QDDA TY DTN N 720

ways will be found out (Mishley / Proverbs 10:9) refers to 5 5
Ahithophel, and teaches you that the Holy One blessed be He, QW) 2P NYI AN TRWRI ANIY [705N]

does not make a man pay for his iniquities until He makes T172 "7 X2 PIX> 92 773 1 K (12 13 "7wn
his deeds known to me, as is said, Though his hatred covers Yow AU HY2 7°7 290K N 27N

itself with guile, his wickedness will be openly shown before P95 59INOARY IARIY NIEYT 5 1RYP 30T K1
the assembly (Mishley / Proverbs 26:26). Rabbi Judah son v ’ ' v '

of Isaac taught, David had no greater friend than Ahithophel, T INWW 1173 ’(Jb T2 'R 01 7127 R"T) Ton?
whom David made chief of his prosecutors, and who was his 920 TI7 NN ,DW%WDN ay o"MwpP2a S9N IRY

counselor in all affairs, as is said, Ahithophel was the king’s qnx (xb M 2 SRINY 3"W) 55909 NXY DX X

coupselor (1 Chrf)mcles 27:33). When DaV1.d heard thgt "= ,]79131’?1873 ROR 07RN TIT RTN] KO Tan1 M
Ahithophel was with Absalom among the conspirators, David
said, O Lord, I Pray, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into fool- A2°WPa °nannn D9YNN X1 "NON 7R TR

ishness (2 Samuel 15:31). Rabbi Nahman taught, David was 19 7R SWA DRY 019N 2R 51??3 o ,011 B
not afraid of any man except Ahithophel. Hence David said, g~ x5 =317 5% 7300 a8 DOOR S0OK KO arapn

Give ear, O God, to my prayer; and do not hide Yourself from
my supplication. Attend unto me, and answer me (Tehillim / " n 09 7w 27 17197 N ’(l = D’bﬂﬂ) 27

Psalms 55:2-3). Why did he say this? Because of the voice of OM?D TY 2WR K21 DRWRY "2 TR IMND
the enemy, because of the oppression of the wicked (Tehillim 737 X 7772257 2399 717 IR 191 ,(ﬂ]') m° 0°90n aw)

/ Psalms 55:4). The Holy One blessed be He, asked David, X717 12 R¥PD 37 DAR 09T MIAIRA T IR
Have you not said, Though a hose should encamp against ’ ’

me, my heart will not fear (Tehillim / Psalms 27:3)? David D’bﬂﬂ) 31 RWRY 19 2R XY °2 IR X1 191
answered, Master of the universe, give me such enemies of WIIR TNRY 2°N27 ,X17 K27 X722 ,(l’ 2109 1"

whom I can say I have pursued my enemies, and overtaken ,(7» <"1 "N aw) y7Trm S5 99V
them; neither did I turn back till they were consumed (Tehillim S 5 5 5

/ Psalms 18:38). And David went on to say to the Holy One 1707 RIAw 703 17 13 YWNT R 799
blessed be He, This Ahithophel is not one of such enemies, for 2°N37 ,a7N TRM 27 Y VD19 ame'—m nR
the yare of the nations of the earth; he is my own kind. And .72 '[5.'{1 Q98 N3 .70 2°NN1 1T R
David said further, For it was not an enemy that taunted me,
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then I could have borne it (Tehillim / Psalms 55:13). Indeed,
be was a great man, for I addressed him in this way, But it was
thou, a man according to my order, my guide, and my familiar
friend (Tehillim / Psalms 55:14). What is meant by the words
according to my order? According to rabbi Joshua son of Levi,
David meant, Ahithophel was my orderer, that is to say, it was he
who arranged laws in their proper order; by the words my guide,
David meant, Ahithophel was my master who instructed me in
Torah, for the next verse says, We took sweet counsel together
(Tehillim / Psalms 55:15). And walked unto the house of God in
reges. What other context gives us the meaning of regel? We are
taught in a Mishnah that the daily offering was to be slaughtered
by twelve priests, and the bullock by twenty four priests; that
four times daily all the priests were to assemble together in the
court of the Temple, there to cast lots for the different services.
Why did so many take part? Rabbi Yochanan said, In order to
gather the company into the court of the Temple. Thus, the verse
above is read, We walked unto the house of God in company.
When David finished his prayer, as Scripture says, it came to
pass that when David was come to the top of the mount, where
he desired to worship God, behold, Hushai the Archite came to
meet him (2 Samuel 15:32). Upon seeing Archite, David said,
Now there is no further irking of my wound. And David said
unto him, If you pass on with me, then you will be a burden to
me; but if you return to the city, and say unto Absalom, I will
be your servant O king, then will you defeat me the counsel of
Ahithophel (2 Samuel 15:33-34). David said also to Hushai, The
Holy One blessed be He, sent you to me. No man except you
can bring to naught the counsel of Ahithophel. David was afraid
of the counsel of Ahithophel becauser it was very great counsel.
And why was it called great? Scripture says Now the counsel of
Ahithophel, which he counseled in those days was as if a man
inquired of the world of God (2 Samuel 16:23). Hence, David
said, Master of the Universe, unto You I must call, as is said, As
for me, I call upon God and the Lord will save me (Tehillim /
Psalms 55:17).

Midrash Tehillim 55, Part 2

2. Evening and morning and at noonday, will I pray (Tehillim /
Psalms 55:18). Rabbi Samuel taught, From this verse we learn
that a man is required to pray three times daily. And who insti-
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tuted the three prayers? The patriarchs instituted them, Abra- n%on T°D OA7AR L, 00PN D2W MR ,OMN

ham instituted the morning prayers, for it is said Abraham got DIPN; 5R TP22 OFNAR QoW ARIY DY
up early in the morning to the place where he had stood before PRI L(1 W ﬂ’WNWJ.) =919 DR QW TAY WX

the Lord (Bereshit / Genesis 19:27); here stood clearly alludes S50 \ \ . 5 \
to prayer, as in the verse, Then stood up Phinehas, and prayed 971 ONPD MY MRV 775N ROR 97°1Y

(Tehillim / Psalms 106:30). Isaac instituted the noonday prayer, 2RI 777372 noon 1°h Py (5 2 D’bﬂﬂ)

for it is said, Isaac went out to mediate in the field at the even- 45 D’WNWD) 29V NI9° S7Wa MY PIY> RXM

tide (Bereshit / Genesis 24:63); here meditate clearly alludes to ,_ | 19y o
prayer, as in the verse, A prayer of the afflicted, when he faints, 217 7790 R ,nban KR AW "X ’(JO

and pours out his meditation before the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 2Py (X 2P D’bﬂﬂ) WP DY 17 °1971 A0
102:1). Jacob instituted the evening prayer, for it is said, Jacob n’wmn) D122 YADN MRIY ,N°2Y nsn 7PN
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made intercession at the place, and tarried there all night (Bereshit/ 77RY K1Y ’nbgn NOXR 9900 R ’(xﬂ o

Genesis 28:11); and made intercession clearly alludes to prayer, as =17 7Y RWND 9RO ava Tva 9500 YR

in the verse, Therefore, pray not you for this people, neither lift up = 8 . .
cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to Me (Jeremiah 7 NN .(TD TPRTY) "2 vien OXY 790m

7:16). David said, Since the Patriarchs instituted the three daily 0°77X¥1 9221 29V °IX AKX ,01320 NAXY 2RI
prayers, I too, will meditate evening, morning, and at noonday. STOWR

Midrash Tehillim 55, Part 3

3. He has delivered my soul in peace so that none came near to A JRO0 71 27D 2%%n WA
me (Tehillim / Psalms 55:10). Rabbi Joshua son of Levi taught, 3717 M5 12 YUY 1 R OWO] 2%Wwa T )
What do the words, He has delivered my soul in peace, etc. mean? 195 Na5EH NORIPEN KON Wo] av™wa 979

That a company of angels goes before a man, and these heavenly \ \
beings cry out saying, Make way for the likeness of the Lord. What QPR UN MR MPaan. DPhAm - aTRa

need is there for a company of angels? Rabbi Yudan explained in "7 Q%32 771> "7 2K 2 Naliga v ]’meb
the name of rabbi Levi, in the wide space of the universe there is 123 7PRW 29w W H902 Y11 092 PR Y
no place, even one so small that it holds no more than a fourth of .,
a kab of seed, that is without nine kab of demons. And blindfolds 13 ANRY AN 2 TP w 1P aywn
are fastened over the eyes of each of these demons as over the eyes 174 W 0n? v owd ,QiPIY2 RIS
of millers’ asses. Why? That the demons may not injure mortals. DU YMNYY VWA N5 R KW nb
But when a man’s sins bring it about, the blindfolds are removed Sy 1919 Sy1 n9931 XNI9:T NI L3 DT
Eom the demon’s face, so thaF as he looks upon the man, he injures N9 -[3’9]7 APT OTRA WA X L
im. Hence, the Heavenly beings cry out before a man, Make way,
etc. in order that the demons may not injure him. Accordingly, He a9 M3 M RPW Q7RI °39% Mo
has delivered my soul in peace, and the words which follow, so that ,1°R°17277 °2 122> RPW ,°% 27P7 WDl 219wa
none came near to me mean that David said, None of the demons DORONT oK STy PR DM =5
came near me. And why not? Because in the multitudes they were _Ib 2190 PINER 9 TRIY NS 10m7
with me, the multitudes of angels who were charged to keep David, ! > !
as is said, For He will give His angels charge over you to keep you -(N’ NX D"?Tm) 1277 22 -l.me
in all your ways (Tehillim / Psalms 91:11).

Midrash Tehillim 55, Part 4
4. Another comment on He has delivered my soul in peace so that 7 30 72 P78 2o%7n WA
none came near me (Tehillim / Psalms 55:19). What is meant by 177 9 27pPn "Wl DWW 779 AR 72T T
the words so that none came near me? They mean that David said 7191 SX937 AR IR G819 717 X ;’7 27PN

I beheld Daniel, who is to rise up out of my tribe, and how, though . S 5 o=
he be cast into a den of lions, they will not touch him. Thereupon, YA PR MR 237 'I]7W1?3 R 0w

David said, He has delivered my soul in peace so that none came 2R Pwol D17W2 779 1Y MR NN ,132
near me, that is, the lions would not come near Daniel. And who ,533,‘{’7 Ay RaRbiRlaY LN1IRA ™ 1209 oW ,’5
brought it about that Daniel was delivered? Those who in muilti- =97y1 ORYOH 010 AR TRV 17 0°203 0D
tudes were with me, by which is meant that Hananiah, Mishael, and N5 SR YW M Than by T TR
Azariah also put prayers together for Daniel. Hence, David said, ° ! !
God will hear and answer them (Tehillim / Psalms 55:20). Another 272 117 772N el i ?100 NR 727
comment. The verse in multitudes, etc. alludes to Rachel. Thus the 19w 77n% ,5172 WY W NXY 29PN ROV 9
words so that none came near me (Tehillim / Psalms 55:19) mean M1 5A1 WYY ORS S0 YW ORI A
that the design of Esau came not near Rachel, though the arrange- ’ ’
ments were that Jacob was to take Leah and that Esau was to take 3 = 12 72 1377 2x17 [bﬂﬁ’?] (3?3]”7) a7
Rachel. And who brought it about that Rachel was delivered from oY P70 1A R PV ARY] 7Y 1R
him? Those who in multitudes were with me, but which is meant 59 AR °35KX 91919 290957 X7 XT3 ,nbgn

that Jacob and Leah also put prayers together for Rachel. Thus we S
read, And God remembered even the person of Rachel (Bereshit / m213 7m NX 1M1 m ’(33 2N WN.D)

Genesis 30:22). In this verse the word Rachel by itself implies that 779 [INR 127] (_”7 '1738) [ManRm maxa
God remembered her because of her own merit, and the phrase the 5w INXY [29pn RbW] 29 2P0 w1 ovwa
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person of Rachel, implies that He remembered her also because
of the merit of the Patriarchs and the Matriarchs. Another com-
ment on He has delivered my soul in peace so that none came
near me. The counsel of Ahithophel did not come near me. Why
not? Because in multitudes they were with me, the multitudes
were the members of the Sanhedrin who put together prayers for
me.

Midrash Tehillim 55, Part 5

5. Such as have no changes (Tehillim / Psalms 55:20). These
words allude to Ahithophel and his band in whose hearts the in-
clination to evil underwent no change. And so the verse goes
on to say to them, And they do not fear God. He has put forth
his hands against the peaceful ones (Tehillim / Psalms 55:21),
Ahithophel and his bands put forth their hands against men that
were at peace with them. And so the verse goes on to say of
Ahithophel He has broken his covenant. The words of his mouth
were smoother than butter (Tehillim / Psalms 55:22). The words
of Ahithophel were more slippery than butter. The verse con-
cludes, His words were softer than oil, for they were suave. The
words of Ahithophel were so persuasive that every one heeded
him. Thus, we read moreover Ahithophel said unto Absalom, let
men now choose out twelvethousand men, and I will arise and
pursue after David this night; and I will come upon him while
he is weary and weak handed, and will make him afraid; and all
the people that are with him will flee; and [ will smite the king
only, and the saying pleased Absalom well, and all the elders of
Israel (2 Samuel 17:1-4). When David saw that every one was
with Ahithophel, and that every one heeded him, he was afraid.
Accordingly, the Holy One blessed be He, said to David, Be not
afraid. Tough every man is with Ahithophel, I am with you.

Midrash Tehillim 55, Part 6

6. Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain you
(Tehillim / Psalms 55:33). A mortal has a patron and goes to him
the first time, and the patron receives him; the second time, and
he receives him; the third time, he does not personally welcome
him; and the fourth time he cannot spare a moment for him. But
not so the Holy One blessed be He, Every time you impose your-
self upon Him, He receives you. Hence cast what befalls you
upon the Lord, and He will sustain you, Cast your burdens upon
Him, and He will carry it for you. But You, O God, will bring
them down into the nethermost pit (Tehillim / Psalms 55:24),
into Gehenna; men of blood and deceit, Ahithophel and his band,
will not live out half their days; but I will trust in You.
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